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CHAPTER  L 

THB    patrician's   DOMICILE. 

Thb  town  of  Aricia  was  situated  on  the  Appian 
Way,  at  the  distance  of  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Rome,  and  the  road  in  its  vicinity  was  particularly 
steep. 

It  was  on  a  fine  genial  evening  in  the  month  of 

Jane,  that  certain  mendicants  were  seen  posted  on 

the  hill  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  gates  of 

the  town :  here,  indeed,  it  had  from  time  immemo* 

rial   been  the  custom  with  persons  of  their  class  to 

take  their  station,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the 

delay  caused  to  travellers  by  the  acclivity  of  the 

gpround. 
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2  PISO    AND    THE    PRiEFECT. 

These  wretches  conversed  with  each  other  volubly 
as  they  stood ;  one  of  theniy  however,  was  loquacious 
beyond  the  rest.  He  was  a  tall,  stout,  burly-looking 
ruffian,  dressed  like  a  sailor,  and  having  a  small  ship 
fixed  firmly  on  his  head. 

"This  has  been  a  bad  day's  work,"  said  he,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  one  of  his  compeers,  ''  heu  me 
miserum ! — there  are  no  travellers  on  the  road." 

**  You  are  no  worse  off  than  your  neighbours," 
replied  the  other,  who  was  a  small,  pale-faced,  un- 
washed personage,  having  the  appearance  of  a  me- 
tropolitan artisan  out  of  employ ;  "  for  my  own  part, 
I  have  not  gained  the  value  of  a  denarius  during  the 
last  hour-and-a-half.  Death  to  our  hopes! — the 
Appian  Way,  once  the  most  frequented  in  the 
empire,  is  a  deserted  place !" 

At  this  moment  a  cloud  of  dust  was  observed  rising 
just  under  the  arch- way  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  ; 
presently  afterwards,  the  heads  of  several  horses, 
together  with  a  portion  of  their  riders,  became  visible, 
peering  out  from  amidst  the  bosom  of  the  cloud 
itself. 

"Thanks  to  the  gods!"  exclaimed  the  nautical 
mendicant,  "here  is  a  party  of  travellers, — and  a 
considerable  one  too,  it  should  seem,  coming  at  last 
Now  let  us  stand  by  each  other,  and  attack  them 
vigorously  as  they  approach." 
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"Hold  ! — be  cantious !"  whispered  his  friend;  "let 
us  first  see  what  they  are  like  ;  there  are  dangerous 
people  on  the  road  ;"  and  then,  after  a  short  pause, 
during  which  t^  stood  straining  his  eyes  towards  the 
new  comers,  ''Ah!*'  cried  he,  suddenly,  "look  at 
their  bright  steel  helmets,  and  their  long  spears, 
glancing  in  the  sun  ;  they  are  a  party  of  the  military, 
as  I  live !  Let  us  shun  them  like  a  pestilence ;  we 
shall  get  nothing  out  of  them  but  blows.'' 

"True,"  replied  the  other,  "the  soldiers  are  no 
friends  to  us ; — but  stay,"  added  he,  as  if  struck 
with  a  thought,  "  do  you  not  know  that  it  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  for  our  great  men  when  they 
travel,  to  be  preceded  by  a  party  of  light  armed 
troops;  these  may  therefore  only  be  an  advanced 
guard  of  Numidians,  and  we  shall  find  their  master 
in  the  rear." 

The  travellers,  whoever  they  were,  having  now  got 
clear  of  the  town,  were  seen  approaching  towards 
the  spot  occupied  by  the  two  mendicants,  though 
still  at  a  slow  pace,  in  consequence  of  the  inequalities 
of  the  ground.  The  dust  by  which  they  had  been 
enveloped  having  also  in  some  measure  subsided, 
those  who  came  first  were  discerned  to  be  men  of 
a  very  martial  aspect,  heavily  armed,  and  mounted 
upon  large  strong  horses,  ranged  fo«r  a-breast. 

"These  are  not  Numidians,"  said  the  smaller  of 
b2 
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the  paupers,  "  they  are  too  big  for  them  by 
half." 

"  They  are  gladiators/'  replied  his  friend ;  "  I  see 
them  now  plainly  enough ;  I  was  not  far  wrong  in 
my  guess,  though,  for  these  fellows  answer  the  same 
purpose  of  guarding  the  rest  by  the  way." 

*'  Let  us  stand  aside  while  they  pass/'  said  the 
other,  "  there  is  nothing  to  be  got  from  them ;  let 
us  wait  till  the  great  man  draws  near  himself;  I  see 
his  chariot  in  the  rear." 

So  saying,  the  two  mendicants  withdrew  to  one 
side  of  the  road,  and  stood  waiting  for  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  commence  their  meditated  attack. 
In  a  few  seconds  more  the  cavalcade  began  to  ap- 
proach. First  came  the  gladiators,  to  the  number 
of  fifty,  marshalled  with  an  appearance  of  order  and 
regularity,  almost  military;  then  followed  several 
baggage  horses,  laden  not  only  with  provisions,  but 
with  all  the  utensils  requisite  for  cooking  and  serving 
them  up ;  not  only  with  clothes,  but  with  tents  and 
their  furniture,  chairs,  tables,  and  beds ;  for  in  those 
days,  luxurious  as  they  were,  the  comforts  of  a 
road-side  inn  were  wholly  unknown,  and  unless  a 
traveller  was  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  command 
the  hospitality  of  a  succession  of  friends,  placed  con- 
veniently along  the  line  of  his  march,  he  had  no  other 
resource  than  to  provide  himself  with  a  temporary 
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home  whenever  he  had  occasion  for  it,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  journey  to  the  end. 

After  these  baggie  horses  came  a  variety  of 
attendants,  either  free  .or  servile,  attached  to  the 
establishment  of  the  chief  traveller ;  amongst  others, 
for  example,  were  seen  the  secretary  and  the  reader, 
trotting  side  by  side  on  sturdy  nags,  engaged  in  me- 
taphysical chat,  being  men  of  education,  and  like 
most  of  their  class,  addicted  to  the  pedantries  of  the 
schools.  They  both  wore  the  elegant  flowing  garb 
of  Greece^  of  which  country  they  were  natives ;  the 
latter,  in  particular,  whose  occupation  rendered  it 
necessary  that  his  language  should  be  pure,*  had 
once  been  a  citizen  of  Athens. 

The  equipage  of  the  great  man  himself  brought  up 
the  rear  of  the  procession,  as  the  pauper  had  re- 
marked. It  was  one  of  those  vehicles  termed 
camuuB;  small,  clamsy,  and  inconvenient  to  a  re- 
markable degree ;  rather,  in  fact,  resembling  an  ill- 
constructed  two-wheeled  cart  than  any  thing  else  to 
which  it  could  at  present  be  compared.  It  was 
open,  ioo^  at  the  top ;  for  though  close  carriages  were 
occasionally  employed,  they  were  chiefly  destined  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  ladies,  and  repudiated  as 
effeminate  by  the  men.    The  chief  point  in  which  it 

*  It  was  his  business  to  "  read  out  loud  to  his  master.*' 
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failed,  however,  was  its  total  want  of  springs  ;  while 
the  uncomfortable  consequences  of  this  deficiency 
were  further  augmented  by  the  union  of  the  axles 
with  the  wheels ;  they  both  moyed  together.  Never- 
theless, this  rude  vehicle  was  overspread  with  tawdry 
ornaments,  nay,  bedizened  with  jewels  and  gold,  as 
were  also  the  trappings  of  the  four  stout  mules  which 
drew  it. 

The  occupant  of  the  carruetB  was  a  young  man, 
apparently  about  twenty  years  of  age,  dressed  in  the 
ordinary  garb  of  a  traveller,  which,  though  neither 
splendid  nor  elegant,  was  well  suited  to  the  purpose 
of  defending  him  against  the  weather  and  the  other 
annoyances  of  the  road.  His  head,  which  was 
classically  shaped,  and  covered  with  a  profusion  of 
short,  dark,  closely  curled  hair,  growing  tow  down 
in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  was  surmounted  with  a  hat 
having  a  low  conical  crown,  and  a  round  flat  brim, 
not  unlike  the  head-gear  commonly  represented  as 
peculiar  to  the  god  of  messengers.  A  short,  rough, 
dark-brown  tunic,  of  that  sort  termed  a  panula, 
enveloped  his  whole  person,  from  the  shoulders  to 
the  knees,  while  the  legs  beneath  were  protected  by 
a  substitute  for  inexpressibles  known  by  the  name  of 
fasci<F,  and  consisting  of  silken  bands  wound  neatly 
round  the  limb,  from  the  middle  of  the  calf  upwards. 
Below  these,  again,  were  seen  a  large  thick  substan- 
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tial  pair  of  boots,  by  no  means  unlike  the  ''  Hessians" 
so  fashionable  a  few  years  since ;  nor  altogether  dis« 
similar  from  the  "  Wellingtons"  of  our  contempo- 
raries ;  their  hue  was,  moreover,  the  same,  though 
their  brilliancy  was  probably  inferior  to  that  which 
the  important  discoveries  of  our  own  happy  times 
have  enabled  us  to  display. 

The  whole  person  of  the  traveller  was  thus  accu- 
rately covered  from  his  shoulders  to  his  feet.  His 
neck,  however,  was  exposed,  and  exhibited  the 
curved  lines  and  fair  tints  of  youth. 

His  countenance  was  of  the  true  old  Boman  cast 
and  character — the  bright^  dark  eyes;  the  broad  open 
forehead;  the  high,  arched  nose;  the  short  upper 
lip;  the  chin  round,  but  something  prominent ;  the 
grave,  thoughtful,  and  intelligent  expression  of  the 
whole,  bore  witness  to  his  descent  from  the  con- 
querors of  the  earth.  His  complexion,  however,  bore 
traces  of  exposure  to  a  sun  more  ardent  than  fab 
own;  it  was  considerably  bronzed,  though  neither 
burnt  nor  weather-beaten. 

This  personage  (I  need  not  make  a  mystery  of  his 
name)  was  Lucius  Calpumius  Piso,  the  last  Patri- 
cian Senator  alive.* 


*  That  is  to  say,  the  last  patrician  of  ancient  birth :  doubtless 
there  was  a  numerous  aristocracy  of  more  recent  creation. 
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The  two  paupers  watched  him  narrowly  as  he 
approached.  ''  He  is  just  the  very  man  for  us/'  said 
one  of  them ;  *'  he  is  young,  rich,  and  I  dare  say 
generous :  youth  and  prosperity  open  the  heart/' 

"And  the  hand,  too,"  added  the  other;  '*but 
what  I  like  still  better  in  him  is,  that  he  is  to  all 
appearance  either  a  foreigner^  or  one  who  has  re- 
sided for  a  long  time  past  in  foreign  parts :  being 
therefore  unaccustomed  to  the  tricks  of  the  metro- 
polis, he  will  be  the  more  easily  imposed  upon  by  a 
well-feigned  tale  of  distress.*' 

** Recte — right!"  cried  his  friend,  ''and  so  now 
for  the  attack." 

With  these  words  they  both  looked  as  miserable 
as  they  could.  Then  limping  forth  from  their  re- 
treat, and  shuffling  up  to  the  side  of  the  carriage, 
they  commenced  their  supplications  for  relief;  exert- 
ing themselves  in  the  enterprise  with  a  vigour  and 
perseverance  alone  to  be  met  with  amongst  the 
practised  mendicants  of  a  great  capital.  ''  Charity, 
charity!"  exclaimed  they,  both  speaking  at  once, 
"  take  pity  on  us,  O  traveller,  for  we  starve !"  Then 
having  recourse  to  individual  importunity,  the  dis- 
tressed mariner  implored  for  compassion  on  a  *'  poor 
unfortunate  sailor,  who  had  served  his  country  in  the 
wars,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  heroism  on 
more  occasions  than  one,  yet  had,  nevertheless,  been 
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disbanded  and  turned  adrift  in  bin  old  age,  to  beg 
through  the  streets/'  and  in  support  of  this  solemn 
assertion,  he  pointed  to  the  full-rigged  galley  sailing 
on  his  head.  The  anwashed  artificer  also  chiming  in 
with  his  peculiar  tale  of  woe,  piteously  represented 
himself  to  have  been  once  apon  a  time  a  thriving 
citiasen  of  the  metropolis,  living  in  comfort  and  re- 
spectability in  one  of  the  principal  streets,  and  sup- 
porting a  large  family  of  small  children,  to  say 
nothing  of  an  amiable  wife,  the  mother  of  them  all ; 
**  but,  alas  \"  added  he,  bursting  into  tears,  "  what 
was  the  use  of  my  industry  and  care  1  Some  villains 
came  in  the  night,  and  set  my  house  on  fire;  the 
wind  blew  a  hurricane,  and  there  were  no  engines  to 
be  had ;  my  wife  and  my  little  ones  perished  in  the 
flames ;  my  property  went  in  the  same  way,  and  I 
was  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  pauper/'  So  say- 
ing, he  produced  the  pictorial  representation  of  a 
burning  house,  neatly  framed,  though  vilely  executed, 
which  he  held  up  for  the  examination  of  the  traveller, 
and  evidently  expected  that  it  would  be  received  as 
proof  positive  of  the  veracity  of  his  tale. 

Thus  assailed  on  both  sides  at  once,  the  patrician 
wayfarer  felt  himself  considerably  annoyed.  Never- 
theless, though  he  suspected  a  cheat,  such  was  his 
good  nature  and  generosity,  that  instead  of  permit- 
ting his  attendants  to  drive  away  the  supplicants,  he 

b5 
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endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  them  by  the  milder  method 
of  acceding  to  their  prayer ;  bestowing  alms  upon 
them  both  with  a  profuse  hand.  But  this  act  of 
liberality  was  no  sooner  observed  by  other  members 
of  the  same  fraternity,  who  had  been  watching  him 
from  a  distance,  than  his  carriage  was  surrounded  by 
a  swarm  of  wretches  the  most  abominable  that  can 
be  conceived ;  mumed,  crippled,  wounded,  and  dis- 
eased ;  who,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  their  infirmities, 
followed  him  at  a  pace  which  his  mules  were  unable 
to  outstrip,  wearied  as  they  were  by  a  lengthened 
journey,  and  retarded  by  the  diflSculties  of  the  way. 
It  was  in  vain  that  he  endeavoured  to  satisfy  their 
rapacity  by  the  distribution  of  his  sesterces ;  his 
liberality  only  increased  their  clamours,  and  their 
numbers  were  augmented  in  proportion  to  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  granted  their  demands. 

'^ A  strange  welcome  this,"  muttered  be,  ''to  the 
country  of  my  birth.''  Then  getting  quite  out  of 
patience  with  his  welcomers,  he  consented  to  the 
adoption  of  certain  forcible  measures  for  his  relief. 
His  gladiators  rode  in  amongst  the  crowd,  and  dis- 
tributed blows  with  their  sheathed  swords  after  a 
fashion  no  less  liberal  than  that  employed  by  their 
master  in  the  distribution  of  bis  cash.  Nor  were 
these  warlike  demonstrations  made  without  effect; 
the  alarmed  paupers  hastily  dispersed,  and  left  the 
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travellers  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  ioterrupted 
journey. 

Soon  after  they  bad  thus  got  rid  of  their  persecu- 
tors, they  reached  the  termination  of  the  steep  hill 
which  had  caused  them  to  be  beset,  when  goading 
their  steeds,  they  proceeded  along  the  level,  well- 
paved,  and  terrace-like  road  at  a  pace  which  in  the 
course  of  little  more  than  an  hour,  brought  them  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  southern  boundaries  of  the 
metropolis. 

It  was  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  Patrician 
Piso  evinced  signs  of  uneasiness,  or  at  least  became 
roused  from  the  state  of  abstraction  in  which  he  had 
for  some  time  previously  sat.  He  stood  up  in  the 
vehicle,  looked  out  upon  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
the  town,  and  anxiously  scrutinized  the  passing  way- 
farers, who  were  every  instant  becoming  more  nume- 
rous, owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  capital.  Finding, 
however,  that  his  situation  in  the  rear  of  the  caval- 
cade obstructed  his  view,  he  commanded  the  whole 
party  to  halt,  alighted  from  his  carriage,  and  mount- 
ing a  led  horse,  rode  on  briskly  at  their  head. 

It  was  not  long  ere  be  perceived  the  advantages  of 
the  plan  which  he  had  thus  adopted;  for  having  now  ob- 
tained an  extensive  view  over  the  road,  uninterrupted 
by  the  bodies  of  bis  gladiators  and  their  steeds,  his 
sharp  eye  speedily  detected  an  advancing  object  of 
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the  most  engrossing  interest,  so  that  his  whole  atten- 
tion became  fixed  upon  it  at  once.     Yet  so  tardily 
did   it  move,  that  notwithstanding  his  own  quick 
pace,  several  more  minutes  elapsed  before  its  form 
and  features  became  so  far  developed  as  to  enable 
him  to  judge  of  what  it  was.  ^  There  were  legs 
visible^  and  there  was  something  like  a  body  in  the 
midst.     '^  Is  it  an  elephant  or  a  rhinoceros?"  muttered 
Piso  to  himself,  'Ut  is  not  like  a  carriage  or  a  cart.*' 
Such  was  the  first  thought  which  shot  across  his 
mind  as  he  beheld  the  unexampled  object  making 
towards  him  at  a  snail's  pace  along  the  road.     The 
distance,    however,   being  lessened   by  degrees,   it 
eventually  became  apparent  that  the  said  object, 
which  he  had  at  first  supposed  to  be  of  a  homo- 
geneous kind,  was  in  reality  a  compound  of  inanimate 
things  with  living  ones,  being  no  other  than  one  of 
those  litters,  or  palanquins,  not  unfrequently  used  by 
the  luxurious  in  preference  to  the  uneasy  carriages  of 
the  times,  supported  on  the  shoulders  of  eight  Illyrian 
slaves,  remarkable  for  their  bulk  and  stature,  and 
the  enduring  sturdiness  of  their  frames. 

This  discovery  satisfied  his  mind  at  once.  He 
immediately  conjectured  that  the  singular  vehicle 
contained  an  individual  for  whom  he  had  for  some 
time  past  been  anxiously  lookmg  out.  When  it 
arrived   within  a  moderate  distance,  therefore,  he 
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commanded  bis  followers  to  halt,  and  drew  towards 
it  by  himself. 

Nor,  as  the  event  proved ,  was  he  at  all  mistaken 
in  his  gaess.  No  sooner  did  he  approach  the  side  of 
the  litter  than  its  curtains  were  undrawn,  and  a  long, 
pale,  dismal-looking  visage  became  visible  at  the 
aperture,  gazing  at  him  wistfully  from  within.  Then 
a  hoarse,  graff,  unmusical  voice  saluted  him  in  tones 
which  he  seemed  to  recollect,  saying,  *'  Art  thou  my 
nephew,  the  last  scion  Of  the  Calpurnian  stock  V 

Rejoiced  at  the  meeting,  for  Piso  remembered 
that  his  venerable  relative,  though  a  pedant  and  a 
humourist,  was  nevertheless  a  worthy  man  ;  he  leaped 
from  his  horse,  and  was  in  a  moment  at  the  side  of 
the  palanquin.  His  eye  grew  bright;  the  gloom 
vanished  from  his  brow,  and  a  smile  of  satisfaction 
played  about  his  lips.  He  grasped  the  hand  of  his 
uncle,  while  he  expressed  his  delight  at  seeing  him 
with  an  appearance  of  sincerity  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  mistake.  Neither  did  that  respectable 
personage  seem  to  enjoy  less  pleasure  in  return ; 
he  forgot  the  solemnity  of  his  character,  and  ex- 
changed his  stoical  indifference  for  the  feelings  of 
more  ordinary  men.  Spreading  his  attenuated  fingers 
on  the  forehead  of  the  youth,  he  seemed  to  be 
tracing  out  some  family  resemblance  amongst  his 
features.    Then  exclaiming,  **  Yes,  Piso,  your  visage 
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15  worthy  of  your  illustrioos  birth  !  —  the  Calpur- 
nian  eye ! — the  Scribonian  brow  ! — the  lips  of  Pom- 
pey ! — the  locks  of  Brutas ! — ^yea,  Caesar's  nose  itself 
is  here!"  He  proceeded  in  an  earnest,  but  less 
elevated  strain,  to  question  his  nephew  about  his 
journey,  and  explain  his  own  reasons  for  coming  forth 
to  meet  him  on  the  way. 

From  this  conversation  it  appeared  that  the  young 
Patrician  had  for  some  time  past  been  residing  at 
Athens,  where,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  age, 
he  had  pursued  his  studies  under  the  professors  of 
philosophy  abounding  in  that  celebrated  place. 
Having  completed  his  education,  he  was  now  on  his 
return  to  the  Roman  capital,  in  the  suburbs  of  which 
he  possessed  an  ancient  residence.  He  was  not, 
however,  in  very  afiBuent  circumstances.  A  small 
landed  estate,  and  some  five  or  six  millions  of  sester- 
ces,* placed  him  above  the  reach  of  want ;  but 
fines  and  confiscations  had  deprived  his  ancestors  of 
the  greater  part  of  their  wealth,  which  had  once  been 
immense,  as  their  station  in  society  was  exalted. 
His  parents  had  both  of  them  been  dead  for  years. 
While  yet  in  his  infancy,  persecution  had  forced 
them  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a  distant  land,  where  they 
lived  in  the  strictest  seclusion,  perhaps  forgotten  by 

*  From  forty  to  fifty  thousand  pounds;  a  small  fortune  in 
those  days. 
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their  enemies  as  well  as  by  their  friends.  When 
death  deprived  him  of  their  protection,  his  maternal 
uncle,  Scribonias  Mammias,  a  senator  of  Rome, 
succeeded  to  his  guardianship.  But  Piso  was  not 
immediately  withdrawn  from  Greece.  .  Provided 
with  suitable  instructors,  he  was  suffered  to  remain 
there  till  he  had  acquired  the  accomplishments  at 
that  time  deemed  indispensable  in  a  person  of  his 
rank.  That  object  attained,  bis  guardian  consented 
to  his  return ;  an  event  which  he  had  long  desired. 
A  time  was  appointed  for  his  journey,  and  a  letter 
infonned  him  that  his  kinsman  would  come  forth  to 
meet  him  ere  he  entered  the  city.  He  was  not 
therefore  altogether  unprepared  for  the  encounter 
which  has  been  described. 

After  many  qustions  asked  and  answered,  Piso 
and  his  relative  resumed  their  journey;  both  now 
moving  in  the  same  direction,  the  latter  of  course 
retracing  his  steps.  The  young  man  rode  leisurely 
beside  the  litter,  conversing  with  its  occupant  as  they 
went.  Thus  they  proceeded  for  upwards  of  a  mile, 
still  keeping  in  the  track  of  the  Appian  Way,  when 
arriving  at  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  patb,  which 
branched  off  to  the  right,  the  bearers  of  the  litter, 
instructed  by  a  sign  from  their  master,  abruptly 
turned  into  it,  and  the  rest  of  the  party  followed. 

They  now  entered  a  lovely  valley,  the  hills  on  both 
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sides  of  which  were  decorated  with  trees,  few  and 
straggling  at  its  entrance,  but  growing  thicker  by 
degrees,  till  at  last,  in  the  interior,  they  assumed  the 
appearance  of  an  umbrageous  grove.  As  the  travel- 
lers went  on,  the  gurgling  sound  of  water  became 
audible ;  nor  was  it  long  ere  they  caught  a  glimpse 
of  a  silvery  stream,  winding  lazily  along,  beneath  the 
shade  of  acacias,  arbutuses,  and  palms.  For  a  while 
this  stream  was  only  visible  at  intervals,  but  as  they 
approached  its  source,  the  trees  receded  on  either 
side,  opening  into  a  glade  of  some  extent,  at  the 
extremity  of  which  appeared  a  small  but  ancient 
temple.  Near  this,  a  low  dark  grotto  concealed  the 
source  of  the  rivulet.'  Rushing  from  beneath  its 
moss-grown  roof,  the  water  descended  over  broken 
and  uneven  ground  till  it  reached  a  sort  of  natural 
basin  which  it  filled  to  the  brim,  and  afterwards  fell 
by  its  own  weight  into  the  hollow  of  the  vale  below, 
where  meandering  along,  it  disappeared  amongst  the 
trees. 

The  faint  recollections  of  infancy  stole  over  the 
mind  of  Piso  as  he  viewed  this  spot.  He  was  con- 
scious of  having  seen  it  before,  but  at  a  period  so 
remote,  that  believing  as  he  did  in  the  mysterious 
doctrines  of  Pythagoras,  he  almost  fancied  his  remi- 
niscences referred  to  a  prior  state  of  existence.  His 
metaphysical  speculations  were,  however,  sooa  inter- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80   AND  THE   PBJEPECT.  17 

rapted  by  his  uncle,  who,  addressing  him  in  a  manner 
more  than  usually  sententious,  spake  as  follows :  — 

"  Behold,  O  Piso,  the  consecrated  spot  where 
thine  ancestor*  of  old  held  converse  with  the  blessed 
nymph  Egeria.  Here  into  this  sacred  grove,  when 
disgusted  with  the  cares  and  troubles  of  the  world, 
he  withdrew  to  receive  the  dictates  of  immortal 
wisdom.  Here,  with  the  assistance  of  his  heavenly 
adviser,  he  framed  those  laws  which  so  mainly  con- 
tributed to  the  security  of  the  infant  state,  and  which 
are  held  in  respect  even  unto  this  day.  Here,  too, 
O  my  son,  he  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  a  celestial 
marriage.  The  fane  thou  seest  hath  since  been  erected 
to  the  memory  of  the  goddess.  To  her  memory,  I 
say,  for  after  the  death  of  Nama,  she  was  never 
known  to  honour  the  grove  with  her  presence ; — a 
circumstance  which,  I  fear,  has  given  rise  to  the  im- 
pious allegation,  that  Egeria  was  no  other  than  a 
mortal  maid,  with  whom  the  royal  philosopher  was 
accustomed  to  solace  himself  when  fatigued  by  the 
cares  of  government." 

Just  as  he  concluded  this  speech,  the  worthy  old 
orator,  together  with  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
addressed,  approached   the  source  of    the  stream. 


*  The  Calpuraian  ^mily  are  said  to  have  been  descended  from 
Numa  PompiHus,  through  his  third  son  Calpus.     . 


Digitized 


by  Google 


18  PI80    AND    THE    PRiEFECT. 

The  water  was  so  clear,  especially  in  the  natural 
basin,  that  a  number  of  small  coins  could  be  dis* 
tingnished  lying  scattered  about  at  the  bottom. 
These  had  been  thrown  into  it  from  time  to  time  by 
different  pious  individuals  desirous  of  proving  their 
veneration  for  the  sanctity  of  the  place.  Calpurnius 
Piso  and  his  companion,  each  of  them  appropriated  a 
handful  of  money  to  the  same  purpose ;  nor  did  even 
the  meanest  of  their  attendants  fail  to  contribute  his 
mite. 

Passing  by  the  temple,  the  younger  of  the  tra- 
vellers could  not  help  observing  that  its  interior  was 
unprovided  with  a  statue  of  the  goddess ;  and  on 
questioning  his  uncle,  he  was  informed  that  Numa 
had  prohibited  the  use  of  images,  under  the  idea  that 
it  was  impossible  to  represent  the  true  form  of  the 
deity,  a  spiritual  and  unseen  thing.  His  injunctions 
had  been  respected  for  upwards  of  a  century,  and 
though  afterwards  very  generally  disregarded,  the 
fane  of  his  patroness  was  still  uncontaminated  by  the 
handiwork  of  the  sculptor. 

Entering  an  avenue  of  stately  poplars,  which 
opened  just  behind  the  temple,  the  party  proceeded 
on  their  route.  A  building  of  very  singular  appear- 
ance terminated  this  avenue.  It  was  evidently  of 
great  antiquity ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  be  almost 
ruinous;  large,  but  not  lofty,  and  irregular  without 
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being  inelegant.  It  was  neither  a  palace,  a  castle, 
nor  a  cottage ;  bnt  something  between  them  all ;  partly 
resembling  a  town  house,  and  partly  a  conntry  villa. 
A  venerable  porch  facing  the  avenue,  first  presented 
itself  to  view,  on  either  side  of  which  were  seen  ex- 
tensive porticoes,  and  above  these  several  detached 
portions  of  the  bnilding,  varying  in  height,  bnt  none 
of  them  exceeding  two  stories.  The  whole  was  sur- 
rounded and  overtopped  by  an  immense  quantity  of 
trees,  some  of  which  spread  their  branches  nearly 
across  the  roof,  and  intercepted  the  light  of  the  sun, 
while  parasite  plants  of  every  description,  crept  up 
the  walls,  twined  round  the  pillars,  and  penetrated 
through  the  windows  into  the  interior  of  the  place. 

Arrived  before  the  entrance  of  this  sylvan  retreat, 
the  wayfarers  paused,  and  at  the  same  moment 
several  domestics,  by  whom  it  had  alone  been  te- 
nanted for  some  years  past,  came  forth  to  receive 
them  with  many  demonstrations  of  pleasure  and 
respect.  Piso  alighted  from  his  horse,  and  assisted 
his  oucle  to  get  out  of  the  litter ;  which  done,  they 
entered  the  mansion  together.  They  passed  through 
the  porch,  crossed  a  spacious  court,  and  found  them- 
selves in  what  had  once  been  a  sumptuous  hall, 
though  now  most  miserably  dilapidated.  The  mar- 
ble pavement  over  which  they  trod  chilled  their  feet, 
and   notwithstanding  the  extreme  warmth   of    the 
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weather,  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  place  felt  cold 
and  comfortless,  like  that  of  a  vaolt  or  cellar. 

The  walls  looked  damp  and  mildewed;  fissures 
gave  admittance  to  the  dark  green  hy,  which  crept 
op  the  arches  of  the  roof,  intermingled  here  and 
there  with  a  sickly  looking  tendril  of  the  honey- 
suckle or  the  vine.  Not  an  article  of  furniture  was 
seen  any  where ;  the  place  seemed  quite  dismantled ; 
with  the  exception  indeed,  of  a  very  singular  species 
of  decoration,  which  was  held  too  sacred  for  removal, 
namely,  a  great  number  of  dark  and  dusky  images, 
ranged  npon  pedestals,  tier  above  tier,  against  the 
walls.  They  were  formed  of  various  materials ;  wax, 
clay,  wood,  or  marble ;  and  seemed  to  have  been 
produced  at  different  periods^  some  of  them  being 
much  defaced  by  time,  while  others  were  yet  in  a 
tolerable  state  of  preservation.  Looking  round  at 
these  with  an  imposing  air,  Scribonius  Mummius  thus 
addressed  his  nephew : — 

*'  Welcome,  O  Piso,  to  the  home  of  thy  forefa- 
thers !  Under  this  roof  thou  first  sawest  the  light, 
and  though,  alas!  it  seemeth  cracked  in  many 
places,  it  may  yet  afford  thee  shelter.  Here,  I  trust, 
thou  mayest  at  least  dwell  in  peace,— perhaps  in 
comfort.  Rich  indeed  thou  art  not ;  but  Cleobnius 
the  son  of  Evagoras  hath  informed  us  that  a  measure 
is  the  best" 
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Here  the  sage  paused  for  a  moment,  and  observing 
that  his  auditor  was  attentive,  waved  his  hand  grace- 
fully, and  proceeded  with  hb  discoorse. 

"  These  are  the  images  of  your  ancestors,  O 
youthful  scion  of  an  ancient, stock!  How  awfully 
do  their  dark  countenances  frown  upon  us  from  the 
walls !  How  majestic  are  their  features  !  How 
dignified  is  their  aspect  and  appearance !  Amongst 
these  thou  wilt  find  the  most  distinguished  characters 
of  ancient  Rome.  That  venerable  statue  with  the 
broken  head  is  no  other  than  the  great  Pompey  ;  the 
noseless  one  beside  him  is  the  wealthy  Crassus  ;  and 
there  stands  Pliny,  the  statesman  and  philosopher, 
whose  wife  was  thy  gpreat-great-grandmother/' 

*'  But  stay,"  continued  the  speaker,  as  he  walked 
across  the  apartment,  '"let  us  examine  these  inesti- 
mable relics  with  more  attention ;  if  my  memory  fail 
me  not,  I  can  give  thee  information  touching  them 
on  more  points  than  one/' 

Then  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  crumbling  remnants  of 
an  earthen  statue,  which  held  a  distinguished  place 
amongst  the  rest,  being  elevated  on  a  very  tall 
pedestal,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  equidistant 
from  the  corners,  the  floor,  and  the  ceiling.  **  Oh, 
Noma !"  he  exclaimed,  **  I  cannot  forget  thy  vene- 
rable face,  thou  best  of  the  ancient  kings !  thou  saint, 
patriot,  and  philosopher !     Well  mightest  thou  have 
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said  with  Solon,  O  my  country y  I  have  assisted  thee 
both  in  word  and  deed  /" 

Here  the  orator  paused  again,  overcome  by  the 
intensity  of  his  emotions.  Recovering  himself  by 
degrees^  and  turning  away  from  the  dilapidated 
object  which  had  affected  him  so  mnch,  he  resumed 
his  harangue,  indicating  with  the  thumb  of  his  left 
hand  in  what  direction  the  young  man  should  look« 

'^This  image  to  the  right  of  Numa,"  said  he, 
''  represents  a  very  different  sort  of  person ;  a  man 
of  whom  much  may  be  said,  although  his  history  is 
comparatively  little  known.  He  was  once  upon  a 
time  a  great  military  commander.  He  was  valiant 
to  a  fault,  and  possessed  many  other  very  excellent 
qualities  besides.  Unluckily,  however,  his  temper 
was  somewhat  irregular  and  hasty.  That  is  a  me- 
morable anecdote  which  Seneca  relates  concerning 
him.  He  tells  us  that  a  soldier  havbg  returned 
from  a  foraging  expedition  without  his  comrade,  he 
was  charged  with  having  slain  hkn,  and  Piso  sen- 
tenced the  supposed  offender  to  be  decapitated.  His 
head  was  on  the  block,  his  neck  stretched  out  to 
receive  the  stroke  of  the  axe,  when  the  truant,  whom 
he  was  accused  of  having  murdered,  returned  unex- 
pectedly to  his  post.  The  centurion  whose  doty  it 
had  been  to  see  the  sentence  performed,  stayed  the 
proceedings,  and  led  back  the  culprit,  with  bis  corn- 
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panioDy  to  the  general,  thus  making  manifest  the 
innocence  of  the  fonner,  while  the  whole  army 
followed  them  with  acclamations  of  joy.  Now  a 
moderate  man,  under  snch  circumstances  as  these, 
wonld  probably  have  pardoned  the  two  wretches  at 
once.  But  your  ancestor  in^a  rage,  gets  him  up  to 
the  tribunal,  and  forthwith  condemns  them  both,  the 
one  for  returning  without  his  comrade,  the  other  for 
lingering  behind ;  unto  which  barbarous  decree  he 
adds  the  condemnation  of  the  centurion,  for  having 
dared  to  postpone  the  execution  of  his  own  accord. 
Thus  were  three  innocent  persons  put  to  death  as  a 
punishment  for  the  guiltlessness  of  one. 

''  Underneath  this  testy  gentleman,''  continued  the 
^leaker,  **  we  have  the  bust  of  that  Calpumius  Piso 
who  was  sumamed  Frugi,  or  the  Thrifty,  on  account 
of  his  extravagance." 

''  How  odd  !"  muttered  bis  descendant,  under  his 
breath. 

"  Such  was  his  prodigality,"  resumed  the  learned 
genealogist,  **  that  in  a  time  of  public  scarcity,  he  is 
said  to  have  maintained  many  thousands  of  the  citizens 
at  his  own  expense.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  his  fortune 
was  by  no  means  particularly  great,  nor  did  he  ruin 
himself  by  his  profuse  expenditure  after  all." 

*'  Then  I  opine,"  said  Piso^  *'  that  he  was  desig- 
nated the  Thrifty  not  so  much  on  account  of  his 
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prodigality,  as  because  he  contrived  by  a  judicious 
system  of  economy  to  make  a  little  money  go  so  far." 

"  Very  likely,"  replied  his  uncle,  "  perhaps  that 
was  the  case.  But  never  mind  him  ;  let  us  look  at 
his  neighbour,  here,  to  the  right.  He  was  named 
Lucius,  like  yourself,  and  was  chiefly  remarkable  for 
the  atrocious  cruelty  of  his  government  when  he  was 
Proconsul  of  Spain ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
natives  of  the  country  regarded  him  with  abhorrence, 
and  frequently  endeavoured  to  release  themselves 
from  bis  tyranny  by  putting  him  to  death.  Once, 
in  particular,  a  countryman  who  had  suffered  some 
grievous  wrong  at  his  hands,  was  very  near  being 
successful  in  the  attempt.  He  was,  however,  found 
out  in  time,  and  very  properly  sentenced  to  the  rack, 
to  extort  a  confession  of  his  accomplices.  He  en- 
dured his  torments  the  first  day  with  indomitable 
fortitude ;  but  fearing  on  the  second  that  the  weak- 
ness of  humanity  should  force  him  to  disclose  that 
which  he  had  sworn  to  conceal,  he  contrived  on  his 
way  to  the  place  of  execution  to  break  from  his 
tormentors,  and  casting  himself  with  violence  against 
a  wall,  succeeded  in  dashing  out  his  brains. 

"The  grim  looking  personage  now  before  you/' 
continued  Scribonius  Mummius,  advancing  a  few 
steps  with  his  nephew,  in  the  course  of  their  progress 
round  the  room,  ''was  celebrated  in  his  day  for 
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having  attempted  one  of  the  most  barbarous  and 
savage  murders  on  record  ;  an  attempt,  however^  in 
which  he  failed.  He,  and  his  accomplice,  Marcus 
Silias,  were  detected  with  daggers  in  their  hands, 
prepared  for  the  assassination  of  their  patron  Quintus 
Cassius,  at  that  time  governor  of  Spain,  and  under 
whom  they  both  held  inferior  posts,  your  ancestor 
being  the  treasurer  of  the  province,  and  his  con- 
federate something  else.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  they 
both  escaped  unpunished,  notwithstanding  the  enor* 
mity  of  their  offence,  and  the  clear  evidence  on 
which  it  had  been  proved ;  for  such  was  the  avarice 
of  the  governor,  that  he  could  not  resist  a  bribe,  even 
from  the  hands  of  those  who  had  so  treacherously 
conspired  against  his  life.  He  consented  to  let  them 
off  for  a  valuable  consideration,  amounting  to  about 
a  hundred  and  ten  thousand  sesterces  between  the 
two;  and  it  was  facetiously  said  at  the  time,  that 
had  they  been  able  to  come  down  with  a  still  more 
considerable  sum,  be  would  rather  have  permitted 
th^m  to  accomplish  their  purpose  as  originally  de- 
signed, than  have  rejected  the  cash." 

Here  the  orator  made  a  short  pause,  looked 
pleased,  and  chuckled.  Then  turning  up  his  eyes 
towards  an  ancient  image  which  stood  at  no  great 
distance  from  that  of  the  sanguinary  quaestor,  **  This,'' 
said  he,  ''  if  I  do  not  mistake,  is  the  representation 

VOL.  I.  c 
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of  one  of  the  most  illustrioiis  of  your  ancestors :  it 
is  Locitts  Calpornius  Piso,  sornamed  Bestia,  or  the 
Beast." 

"What  an  honourable  appellation!''  whispered 
the  joang  scion  of  the  stock. 

"  Yes,  he  was  a  great  man,  this  Bestia/'  resnmed 
Scribonius  Mummius^  overhearing  the  remark^  *'  and 
I  could  say  much  concerning  him.  As»  however,  we 
have  little  time  to  spare,  I  must  content  myself  with 
giving  yon  a  short  summary  of  his  proceedings 
during  the  Nnmidian  war,  in  which  he  is  well  known 
to  have  enacted  a  distinguished  part. 

"Bestia  was  one  of  the  consuls  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  be  despatched  into 
Numidia  at  the  head  of  a  vast  army,  for  the  purpose 
of  inflicting  punishment  on  Jugurtha,  who  had 
usurped  the  throne.  But  although  this  was  the  in* 
taction  of  the  senate,  your  ancestor  had  himself, 
privately*  no  other  design  than  that  of  filling  his 
purse,  either  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy»  or  by 
sacrificing  the  interests  of  his  own  country,  as  the 
case  might  serve.  Knowing,  however,  that  he  might 
be  called  to  account  for  his  misconduct  on  his  return 
home,  he  had  very  prudently,  as  he  thought,  provided 
himself  with  a  scape-goat  in  the  person  of  his  lien- 
tenant  Scaurus,  who,  although  a  man  of  high  birth, 
and  holding  the  distinguiahed  office  of  prince  of  the 
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senate^  was  notorions  for  bis  Tenality  and  want  of 
priiiciple»  and  accordingly  very  likely  to  be  snspecled 
of  faring  in  the  crimes  which  Bestia  iotended  to 
commit. 

''This  matter  settled  to  bis  mind,  year  worthy 
progenitor  made  the  best  of  bis  way  into  Africa* 
where  he  forthwith  commenced  operations  by  taking 
sevenl  fortified  towns*  snd  making  as  many  prisoners 
as  he  could.  Bat  these  watlike  demonstrations  were 
o«iy  intended  to  (errrfy  the  enemy*  and  bring  him 
into  tenn3.  Nor  did  the  expedient  fail.  Jngtnrtha 
demanded  a  parley*  and  proposed  that  a  private  con* 
ference  should  take  place  between  the  mercenary 
coosol*  his  lieutenant*  and  himself.  The  proposal 
was  agreed  to ;  the  three  met  accordingly*  and  every 
thing  was  arranged.  It  was  determined  that  the 
nsorper  should,  nominally,  purchase  the  friendship 
of  the  Romans  at  the  moderate  price  of  thirty  ele* 
phants,  a  few  horses  and  oxen*  and  a  small  snm  of 
money ;  bat  it  was  notorioos  at  the  time^  that  this 
apparent  moderatioii  od  the  part  of  the  aegociators 
was  in  reality  attributable  to  a  large  bribe  which 
they  shauaefaily  pocketed  themselves. 

'*  This  scandalous  piece  of  buriness  caused  no  little 
diacoateot  when  it  became  known  in  the  capital. 
The  people  were  exasperated  to  a  degree*  and  de- 
i  the  heads  of  the  consul  and  bis  colleague,  by 
c2 
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whom  they  had  been  betrayed ;  so  that  it  was  at 
last  actually  found  necessary  to  institute  a  judicial 
process  for  the  settlement  of  the  affiur«  But  what 
was  the  upshot  after  all !  The  villain  Scaurus,  whom 
your  ancestor^  in  the  pride  of  superior  intellect,  had 
sonsidered  as 'nothing  heitw  than  asoape-goat^  to 
be  made  use  of  at  his  pleasure  and  then  cast  away, 
actually  had  the  art  to  get  himself  appointed  one  of 
the  chief  commissioners  to  try  the  offence,  and  there- 
upon proceeded  to  pass  sentence  on  his  own  accom- 
plices with  all  the  rigour  of  an  upright  judge,  indig- 
nant at  the  wickedness  of  the  wretched  culprits  at 
the  bar ! 

**  Thus  was  I^cius  Calpumius  Piso  Bestia  caught 
in  his  own  trap.  He  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  your  progenitors :  a  man  brave  to 
a  fault,  highly  talented,  and  only  liable  to  the  impu- 
tation of  being  somewhat  deficient  in  honesty^  venal 
in  the  extreme,  and  considerably  more  attentive  to 
his  own  interests  than  to  the  public  good." 

Stopping  for  a  while  at  the  conclusion  of  this  in- 
teresting little  bit  of  biography,  and  stepping  back  a 
few  paces,  in  order  to  bring  all  the  images  within  the 
scope  of  his  eye,  which,  rolling  about  from  side  to 
side,  seemed  in  search  of  an  object-  upon  which  to 
rest,  Scribonius  Mummius  grasped  his  nephew  by 
the  arm,  and  having  at  last  singled  out  a  very  hand- 
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some  piece  of  statuary,  which  appeared  less  anti- 
quated than  its  neighbonrs,  he  exclaimed^  ''  Ah ! 
here  we  haTe>  indeed,  the  likeness  of  an  extraordi- 
nary man ! — a  fellow  of  indomitable  plnck  and 
spirit! — splendid,  prond,  and  ostentations! — ^fierce, 
impetnoQs,  and  nngovemable ! — This,  O  my  son,  is 
the  likeness  of  Cneins  Piso,  the  friend  of  llberiu8» 
the  rival  of  Grermanicns  himself.  Yon  are,  doubtless^ 
well  acquainted  with  his  history,  which,  indeed,  is 
pretty  generally  known.  To  enlarge  on  it  wontd, 
therefore,  he  snperflnoos ;  nevertheless  I  cannot  re* 
frain  from  giving  yon  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  last 
transactions  of  his  life. 

**  Fiao  was  appointed  by  Tiberins  to  the  govern- 
ment of.  Syria,  into  which  country  Germanicas  had 
been  sent  with  the  title  of  commaDder<4n-chief ;  and 
it  has  often  been  alleged,  that  the  politic  emperor 
designed  by  thus  bringhig  them  together,  to  nourish 
the  enmity  that  was  well  known  to  subsist  between 
them,  so  that  in  the  end  it  might  destroy  them  both. 
The  rivals  encountered  each  other  for  the  first  time 
after  they  left  home,  near  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  and  the 
meetii^  took  place  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
interest.  Grermanicns  had  already  landed  on  the 
coast,  and  Piso  was  sailing  towards  it  in  a  galley, 
which,  besides  himself,  contained  his  family  and 
suite,  when  a  sudden  storm  came  on  which  threatened 
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the  Teiiel  with  destraction.  Germanicas,  with  big 
Qsaal  magnanimity,  immediatelj  despatched  boats 
and  seamen  to  rescue  his  enemy  from  a  watery  grave. 
He  succeeded  in  the  attempt.  Piso  spent  the  day 
with  his  benefactor,  and  continned  his  jonmey  to 
Syria,  where  he  forthwith  took  measares  for  the 
ruin  of  the  man  to  whoip  be  thos  stood  indebted  for 
bis  life.  He  endeavoured  to  secnre  the  favonr  of 
the  troopi  by  indulging  them  in  all  sorts  of  licen* 
tiousness*  while  his  wife  Piancina,  reviewed  them  in 
the  field  as  If  she  baid  been  their  general  herself.  By 
these  arts  he  sncceeded  so  well  that  they  hailed  him 
as  '  the  Father  of  the  Legions.'  Germanicus  was 
disgusted  at  the  base  ingratitude  of  yoar  ancestor. 
Nevertheless  he  smothered  bb  resentment,  and  in 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  invited  him  to  a  feast  They 
met  in  great  apparent  amity,  sat  together  at  the  same 
table>  and  ere  the  meal  was  over,  Germanious  was 
seiaed  with  a  malady  which  resembled  the  effects  of 
poisoup  Death,  however,  did  not  immediately  en- 
sue. He  lingered  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  before  he 
died  it  was  discovered  that  the  walls  of  his  apart* 
ment  were  lined  throughout  with  charms  and  spells, 
the  horrid  implements  of  sorcery.  He  gave  up  the 
ghost,  declaring,  with  his  dying  breath,  that  poison 
and  witchcraft  had  been  the  ruin  of  him.  Your 
ancestor,  when  informed  of  this  melancholy  event. 
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iras  transported  with  joy,  and  behaTed  with  die 
utmost  indeoomm.  He  hastened  to  the  temples, 
sacrificed  Tiotims,  and  gaTe  thanks  to  die  gods. 

"After  this,  being  charged  with  the  mnrder  of 
Germanions,  Piso  retnraed  to  Rome;  not  m  a 
sneaking,  dastardly  manner,  bnt  openly,  by  daylight, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  whole  people.  He  entered  the 
city  by  the  Flaminian  Gate,  and  passed  through  the 
Campus  Martins  in  a  sort  of  triumphal  proeessioB. 
That  Tory  same  night  he  prepared  a  magnificent  en- 
tertainment for  his  friends,  and  the  following  day  he 
was  impeached  before  the  senate. 

**  He  was  charged  with  various  ofiences,  some  of 
which  he  managed  to  rebut,  while  others  were  undo* 
niable.  It  was  proved  pretty  clearly  that  he  and  his 
wife  had  assisted  in  impious  rites,  and  encouraged 
the  professors  of  astrology.  But  the  poisoning  part 
of  the  business  could  not  be  so  easily  brought  home 
to  him.  It  only  appeared  in  evidence,  that  when 
he  pledged  Germanious  in  a  howl  of  wine,  the  latter 
was  seized  with  an  indisposition  which  ended  in  his 
death.*    Piso  made  a  tender  of  his  slaves  to  be  ex- 


*  Scriboniu^  Mummins  might  have  added  anodier  vexy  m- 
markable  circumstance,  namely,  that  after  the  body  of  Germa- 
nicus  had  been  bnnit,  his  heart  was  found  amongst  the  ashes, 
untouched  by  the  flames.  This  iact  was  adduced  on  the  trial 
before  the  senate,  in  proof  of  his  having  come  unfairly  by  his 
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amined  on  the  rack ;  but  this  liberal  offer  was  de^ 
clined.  His  judges  were  prejudiced  against  him. 
Such,  too»  was  the  wrath  of  the  populace,  ,that  they 
surrounded  the  senate-housei  and  threatened  to  tear 
him  to  pieces.  Plancina  was  an  object  of  general 
detestation,  as  well  as  himself;  but  protected  by  the 
emperor's  mother,  she  obtained  her  pardon,  and  with 
the  usual  fickleness  of  her  sex,  abandoned  her  hus- 
band to  his  fate.  Reduced  to  these  extremities,  his 
courage  sunk  for  the  first  time;  and  when  conducted 
back  to  prison  after  the  termination  of  the  process, 
it  appears  that  he  resolved  to  put  a  period  to  his 
life.  He  was  found  next  morning  with  his  heart 
pierced  through,  and  his  trusty  sabre  sticking  in  the 
wound.  Thus  died  Cneius  Piso,  who  with  courage 
unexampled  in  our  own  degenerate  days,  at  onoe 
defied  the  emperor,  the  senate,  and  the  people.  He 
failed  in  the  struggle,  to  be  sure;  yet,  Piso,  thou 
mayst  well  be  proud  of  thy  descent  from  so  illustrious 
a  character.  Let  us  now  proceed  with  our  re- 
searches." 

"  Hold !"  cried  the  young  man,  with  impetuosity, 
before  his  venerable  relative  could  again  open  his 
lips,  **  hold,  Mummius,  I  beseech  you,  and  pollute 

end ;  for  it  was  a  received  opinion  with  the  naturalists  of  the 
period,  that  the  hearts  of  those  who  had  died  by  poison  were 
incorruptible  in  the  fire. 
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mj  ear  no  more  with  these  execrable  anecdotea !  If 
all  jon  have  told  me  be  tnie»  as  imqnestionablj  it  i% 
these  ancestors  of  mine  must  have  been  a  shame  to 
their  country,  a  disbononr  to  their  blood,  and  even  a 
disgrace  to  human  nature.  Oh,  Numa,  the  pious 
and  the  just !  how  thy  spirit  must  have  mourned  for 
the  degeneracy  of  thy  descendants  !*' 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE   PHIL080PHBR   IK   HIS   RETREAT. 

Long  and  UDbroken  were  the  slumbers  of  Calpur- 
nius  Piso  od  the  first  night  after  his  return  to  his 
paternal  residence.  Nevertheless,  having  retired  to 
rest  at  an  early  hour,  the  morning  was  not  far  ad- 
vanced when  the  twittering  of  birds,  and  the  rays  of 
the  sun  glancing  through  the  windows  of  his  cham- 
ber, awakened  him.  Starting  from  his  pillow,  and 
opening  a  small  door  which  connected  the  apart- 
ment by  a  flight  of  steps  with  the  surrounding  gar- 
dens, he  prepared  to  descend,  but  paused  ere  he  did 
so,  to  view  the  lovely  scene  which  presented  itself 
to  his  eyes. 

The  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  villa  had  once 
beep  ingeniously  laid  out,  and  carefully  cultivated. 
Terraces  and  grass-plots,  groves,  arbours,  and  al- 
coves, might  yet  be  distinguished,  though  no  longer 
preserving  their  original  forms.     Obelisks  and  sta- 
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tnes  piercing  througb  the  underwood,  were  viiible 
on  every  side.  FonotaiDS  dried  up,  moss-grown  and 
canopied  with  ivy,  appeared  amongst  the  brambles 
here  and  there ;  while  a  rivulet,  by  which  they  had 
once  been  fed,  crept  along  the  gronnd  in  zig^-sag 
lines,  diverted  from  its  channel,  bnt  abundant  as 
before.  Time  and  neglect  had,  however,  done  their 
work.  A  wilderness  of  trees  overshadowed  the 
whole  place ;  destroying,  or  at  least  interfering  with, 
the  beautiful  regularity  of  the  original  design*  The 
trees  themselves  were  indeed  perfect,  and  of  every 
description:  olives,  myrtles,  figs,  mulberries,  bays, 
aibatnses,  and  planes,  wildly  intermingled  with  each 
other,  of  various  hues,  bnt  all  equally  pleasing  to 
the  eye;  their  stems  clothed  with  creeping  plants, 
dieir  branches  borne  down  by  the  weight  of  their 
own  fruit,  or  by  that  of  the  vine,  which  clung  round 
them  for  support,  extended  on  all  sides,  and  almost 
converted  the  site  of  the  gard^is  into  an  impene* 
tiable  forest. 

The  cloudless  sky  of  Italy  canopied  this  sylvan 
scene,  and  birds  without  nxnnber  peopled  it.  A 
breese  from  the  west  rustled  gratly  amongst  the 
boughs  ;  a  skylark  fluttering  in  the  air  poared  forth 
its  lively  notes;  and  the  indnstrions  tenants  of  a 
neighbouring  apiary  hummed  dieerily  as  they  pur- 
sued their  daily  labours. 
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Having  gazed  for  a  while  with  mingled  feelings  of 
satisfaction  and  regret  at  the  wild  soene  before  him, 
Piso  descended  into  the  garden,  and  atrolled  at 
his  leisure  amongst  the  trees.  What  may  have 
been  the  nature  of  his  reflections,  whilst  thus  oc* 
cupied,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  explain,  seeing 
and  considering  that  he  kept  them  carefully  to  him- 
self; but  judging  from  the  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance at  the  time,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  con- 
templated some  high  design,  —  perhaps  nothing  less 
than  the  improvement  of  his  estate.  Neither  is  it 
easy  to  divine  whether  he  succeeded  in  settling  the 
matter  to  his  satisfaction  ere  he  finished  his  peregri- 
nations, inasmuch  as  they  appeared  to  have  no  bther 
immediate  result  than  that  of  increasing  his  appetite, 
which  he  forthwith  proceeded  to  gratify  after  a  fashion 
by  no  means  uncommon  in  Italy,  without  retiring 
into  the  house.  His  domestics  being  summoned, 
spread  a  carpet  on  the  grass  at  the  foot  of  a  majestic 
plane,  and  protected  by  the  shade  of  its  leafy 
branches,  he  addressed  himself  diligently  to  his  meal. 
It  was  frugal,  however,  as  the  sternest  philosopher 
could  have  wished.  A  manchet,  an  apple,  and  a 
small  bunch  of  grapes,  sufficed  for  the  young  patri- 
cian's breakfast.  He  drank  not  at  all ;  the  acidulous 
juices  of  the  fruit  being  sufficient  to  allay  his  thirst. 
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moderate  as  it  was  from  a  sound  constitution,  and 
nnexcited  by  preTions  debauchery. 

The  demands  of  nature  being  satbBed,  Piso  pre- 
pared for  a  visit  to  the  metropolis,  where  his  uncle 
(who  had  quitted  him  the  night  before)  was,  he  knew, 
anxious  to  receive  him.  Getting  into  his  chariot 
and  commanding  a  large  party  of  his  attendants  to 
follow  him  on  horseback,  Piso  set  forth  from  the 
gates  of  his  paternal  mansion.  He  bowled  through 
the  avenue  of  poplars,  hurried  past  the  temple  and 
the  rivulet,  left  the  consecrated  grove  far  behind 
him,  and  emerging  from  the  valley,  near  the  Gardens 
of  Terentius,  again  found  himself  on  the  Appian 
Way.  He  soon  reached  the  Porta  Capena,  or 
Conduit  Grate,  which  gave  him  admission  into  the 
metropolis.  Then  throuj^  a  long  succession  of 
splendid  streets,  adorned  with  porches,  porticoes, 
and  triumphal  arches,  he  rapidly  pursued  his  way, 
till  he  found  himself  before  the  dwelling  of  his 
kinsman. 

The  mansion  of  Soribonius  Mummius  was  one  of 
the  most  magnificent  in  Rome.  It  was  situated  on 
the  very  summit  of  the  Palatine  Hill,  within  half  a 
stadium  *  of  the  imperial  residence,  and  commanded 

*  A  measure  of  ground,  coDtainiDg  about  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet,  English. 
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from  ito  nnmerous  wiDdows  a  prospect  no  less  sjAea* 
did  than  extensive.  As  Piso  drove  towards  the 
entrance,  he  could  not  help  gazing  with  awe  and 
admiration  at  the  view  which  presented  itself  on 
every  side.  The  Capitol  to  the  west,  with  the  golden 
cnpola  of  its  temple  glittering  in  the  sun,  and  the 
white  battlements  of  its  fortress  reflecting  the  sun's 
light,  appeared  like  Parnassus,  a  forked  mountain. 
Extending  from  its  base,  an  avenue  of  fanes  and 
temples  marked  the  course  of  the  Sacred  Way, 
which  terminated  at  Vespasian's  Amphitheatre  and 
the  Suburra.  The  columns  of  Trajan  and  of  Marcus 
Antonius  were  seen  towering  above  these  at  a 
distance:  and  though  still  more  remotely  situated, 
the  vast  Mausoleum  of  Augustus  could  just  be  dis- 
cerned in  the  same  direction.  The  Forum  to  the 
north,  with  its  chapels  and  its  shrines,  its  porticoes, 
its  porches,  and  its  courts  of  justice ;  the  arch  of 
Severus,  and  the  prison  of  Servius  TuUius,  lay 
crowded  together,  apparently  in  some  confusion. 
The  majestic  sweep  of  the  great  Circus,  and  the 
Aventine,  crowned  with  the  temple  of  Juno  Regina, 
bounded  the  prospect  to  the  south.*  The  streets,  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  were  every  where  laid  out 

•  I  belieye  this  description  will  be  found  to  coincide  with  that 
of  the  profound  Kennett  I  confess  I  am  at  loss  to  un^rstand 
either  of  them. 
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with  the  utmost  regalarity  ;  but  the  houses  were  in 
general  detached  from  each  other,  and  many  of  the 
larger  ones  were  surrounded  with  considerable 
gardens. 

Bot  nothing  within  sight  was  so  astonishing  as  the 
orergrowa  palace  of  the  CsBsars.  Piso  saw  it  with 
wonder,  bat  he  conld  not  have  described  it  with 
accnracy.  He  beheld  a  series  of  samptnous  edifices 
extending  for  miles  in  all  directions.  The  principal 
of  these,  an  enormons  mass  in  itself,  crowned  the 
Palatine  Monnt,  and  appeared  to  form  the  nucleus 
of  the  whole.  The  rest,  of  inferior  dimensions,  and 
▼ariously  constructed,  ramified  thence  in  straggling 
lines  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  city.  They  did 
not,  however,  interfere  with  its  general  economy  and 
arrangement.  For  the  several  divisions  of  the  impe- 
rial residence,  having  once  been  the  separate  habita- 
tions of  the  Roman  nobles,  still  retained  much  of 
their  insulated  form  and  character.  They  had  no 
connexion  with  each  other,  or  with  the  Palatine,  but 
by  bridges  thrown  over  the  streets  and  the  river,  or 
by  staircases  cut  in  the  sides  of  the  bilk. 

Having  reached  his  uncle's  porch,  and  demanded 
admittance,  the  gates  were  unclosed  to  the  applicant 
by  a  venerable  Janitor,  with  a  huge  bunch  of  keys  at 
his  girdle;  then  announcing  his  name,  Piso  was 
reverentially  condncted  into  the  interior  of  the  dwell- 
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ing.  He  passed  throngh  a  spacious  hall,  mouoted 
a  flight  of  marble  steps,  and  reached  a  sort  of  ante* 
room,  or  lobby,  where  several  grave-lookii^  domestics 
received  him  with  the  obsequiousness  due  to  his  rank, 
and  ushered  him  into  a  spacious  apartment,  fitted  up 
with  book^shelves,  a  clepsydra  (or  water  clock),  and 
various  statues  representing  poets,  philosophers,  and 
rhetoricians. 

At  one  end  of  this  studious  retreat,  Piso  beheld 
the  stately  figure  of  his  uncle  reclining  on  a  couch  in 
a  posture  of  meditation.  He  did  not  for  awhile 
appear  conscious  of  the  presence  of  the  young  man, 
who  stood  waiting  patiently  for  a  favourable  moment 
to  accost  him.  At  last,  starting  up  as  if  just  awak- 
ened from  a  comfortable  nap,  he  greeted  his  nephew 
with  sententious  courtesy,  as  follows : 

*'  Salve,  O  Piso  !  Much  do  I  rejoice  to  see  thee, 
and  I  trust  thou  wilt  forgive  me  for  not  perceiving 
thine  entrance  before.  Thou  hast  studied  in  the 
schools  of  Athens,  and  doubtless  thou  knowest  how  the 
heavenly  pursuits  of  science  darken  a  man's  eyes.  I 
was  engaged,  when  thou  enteredst,  in  certain  weighty 
speculations,  and  had  lost  all  perception  of  external 
things.  I  would  thou  couldst  assist  me  in  the 
solution  of  a  very  difficult  problem  which  hath  long 
agitated  my  mind.  How  thinkest  thou,  nephew? 
was  Anaxag^ras  right  when  he  affirmed  that  the  sun 
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was  as  big  as  PelopotwesuB,  and  hotter  than  red-hot 
iron  ? — that  the  moo;n  was  a  habitable  pIaoe»  fnll  of 
Tallej s»  hills,  and  riverg^  like  the  world  in  which  we 
live?  —  and  that  heaven  itself  (or  the  hemisphere 
above  as)  being  framed  of  solid  stone,  is  only  pre- 
vented from  falling  on  gar  heads  by  the  rapidity  of 
its  own  movements  ?" 

**  Trnly/'  answered  Piso,  smiling  within  himself  at 
the  pedantry  of  his  relative ;  **  these  questions  of 
years  are  weighty,  and  I  fear  I  have  scarcely  learn- 
ings enoogb  to  answer  them  as  yoa  would  wish. 
However,  with  regard  to  the  greatest  of  the  celestial 
bodies,  I  should  rather  suppose  with  Anaximander, 
that  it  not  only  exceeds  the  size  of  a  paltry  penin- 
sala  of  Greece,  but  surpasses  that  of  the  whole  earth, 
which  is  but  a  small  concern  after  alK  Touching  the 
*  Queen  of  Night,'  (as  our  versifiers  call  the  moon)  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the  sage  of  Clazomene 
were  right  in  his  conjectures;  but  as  for  his  doc- 
trines about  the  stone-built  skies,  I  confess  they  are 
wholly  unintelligible  to  my  mind,  and  as  such,  I 
would  cather  say  nought  more  concerning  them." 

**  PapaT  cried  Scribonius  Mummius,  with  a  look 
of  astonishment ;  "  I  am  ravished,  O  nephew  !  to 
find  you  so  well-informed^  and  though  I  do  not  en- 
tirely subscribe  to  your  opinions,  I  g^nt  they  are 
plausible  and  ingenious.    Unquestionably  you  have 
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proaecated  your  studies  with  success ;  and  I  take  no 
little  credit  to  myself  for  having^  prolonged  your  re- 
sidence in  Greece,  to  which  circumstance  alone  yon 
are  no  doubt  indebted  for  all  your  knowledge.  You 
have  stored  your  mind  with  the  wisdom  of  the  an- 
cients, and  are  well  acquainted  with  their  works. 
Let  us  see; — are  you  equally  familiar  with  their 
features  ? — ^Can  you  single  out  one  from  another,  and 
name  each  in  bis  turn? — Look! — these  are  their 
sculptured  resemblances  around  you,  with  which  I 
have  decorated  my  favorite  retreat.  Come,  tell  me 
the  name  of  the  Tenerable  individual  who  stands  in 
the  comer  by  himself?'' 

So  saying,  the  antiquary,  who  appeared  to  enter- 
tain a  particular  predilection  for  statues  and  images  of 
every  kind, — probably  because  they  afforded  him  an 
occasional  opportunity  of  showing  off  his  lore  and 
knowledge,  — directed  the  young  man  which  way  to 
look ;  and  Piso,  very  dutifully  complying  with  his 
humour,  beheld  a  most  gloomy  and  lugubrious-looking 
bust,  which  he  at  once  recognized,  and  said, 

"  Oh ! — this  is  the  likeness  of  Heraclitus,  that 
melancholy  sage .  who  did  nothing  but  weep,  weep, 
weep,  morning,  noon,  and  night;  who  actually  ap* 
pears  to  have  placed  his  chief  happiness  in  making 
himself  miserable,    I  have  never  ceased  wondering 
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why  the  worid  should  have  agreed  to  dub  this  mad- 
man a  philosopher!  His  tenets  were  absurd,  his 
actions  frantic,  and  he  died  as  ridicnlonsly  as  he  liad 
lived.  What  can  be  said  for  a  man  who  systema- 
tiddly  shanned  the  society  of  his  fellow  creatnres, 
fled  to  the  mountttns  for  solitude,  and  g^razed  in  the 
tields  like  a  beast  ? — who  affirmed  that  the  whole  air 
was  filled  with  spirits,  which  occasionally  became 
▼isible  to  men  ! — and  who,  finally,  went  so  far  as  to 
danb  himself  over  with  mod  and  filth,  and  exhibited, 
in  his  disguise,  so  revolting  an  appearance,  that  the 
very  dogs  with  whom  he  fraternized  were  moved  to 
anger,  and  punished  him  with  death  for  his  grievous 
want  of  cleanliness?" 

''  Nephew  f'  exclaimed  Scribonius  Mummius,  in 
a  stem  voice.  **  take  heed  what  thou  sayest  in  the 
presence  of  a  '  lover  of  wisdom,'  for  such  widiout 
vanity  I  may  term  myself.  He  of  whom  yon  speak 
so  contemptuously  was  a  very  great  man ;  though,  I 
grant  yon,  a  little  eccentric.  He  wept  for  the  sins 
of  men,  and  forsook  their  society  because  he  found  it 
impossible  to  correct  their  vices.  The  absurdities 
which  he  committed  dnring  the  latter  years  of  his 
life,  may  be  accounted  for  by  his  peculiar  habits  and 
pursuits,  which  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  were  calculated 
to  aflTect  his  braio.     However,  let  us  pass  by  him, 
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and  direct  our  attention  towards  his  neighbour  (on 
the  pedestal  to  your  right)  whose  character  was  snch 
as  to  set  all  malice  and  ridicule  at  defiance/' 

"  Mehercule!  you  must  joke  1"  cried  Piso,  looking 
askance  at  his  extraordinary  companion  as  he  spoke ; 
**  surely^  my  dear  uncle,  you  cannot  be  serious  in 
your  praise ;  for  this  (if  I  do  not  mistake  his  dia- 
bolical countenance)  is  the  bust  of  M enedemns  the 
Cynic,  A  more  melancholy  case  of  insanity  than  his 
it  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  find  on  record.  His 
madness  was  such  that  he  went  up  and  down  in  the 
character  of  one  of  the  Furies,  exclaiming  that  he  was 
come  from  Tartarus,  commissioned  by  the  infernal 
gods  to  punish  the  sins  of  men.  Yet,  maniac  as  he 
was,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  wanted  followers* 
Menippns  at  least  was  his  disciple ;  and  a  weak  gene- 
ration permitted  him  to  found  a  school  instead  of  in- 
carceratbg  him  in  a  madhouse." 

Scribonins  Mummius  was  silent.  He  replied  not 
unto  his  nephew's  speech ;  being  probably  a  little  out 
of  countenance.  For,  sooth  to  say,  he  had  made  a 
most  egregious  blunder,  baring  confounded  Mene- 
demus  the  Cynic  with  his  namesake  of  Eubcea,  a 
philosopher  of  a  different  stamp.  Wishing,  therefore, 
to  conceal  his  error,  he  afi'ected,  when  Piso  ceased 
speaking,  to  be  lost  in  one  of  those  reveries  on  which 
he  prided  himself  so   much,  as  indicative  of  his 
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tboaghtful  tenqperameot ;  and  afterwards,  when  he 
came  to  himself,  turned  the  conyersation  a  little, 
still,  however,  harping  on  the  statues,  which  he  could 
not  persuade  himself  to  rellnqubh  all  at  once. 

*'  I  have  often  thought,"  said  he ;  **  that  it  is  not 
one  of  the  least  remarkaUe  circumstances  with  which 
we  are  acquainted  touching  the  ancient  sages,  that 
most  of  them  died  iu  extreme  old  age,  notwithstand- 
ing the  hard  sort  oS  life  which  it  was  generally  their 
fate  to  lead.  Thus,  for  example,  my  master  Zeno, — 
for  I  humbly  confess  myself  to  be  a  member  of  ihe 
sect  of  Stoics, — ^was  at  least  ninety-eight  when  he 
terminated  his  existence  by  his  own  hand.  Clean- 
thesy  his  scholar,  sometimes  called  *  the  Ass,'  (a 
name  which  evil-minded  persons  have  affirmed  be 
justly  merited,)  attained  the  age  of  eighty,  and  then 
oommitted  suicide,  in  imitation  of  his  great  pro- 
totype. Chrysippus,  in  his  turn,  a  pedant  and  a 
profligate,  though  learned  beyond  his  fellows,  laugh- 
ed himself  to  death  at  a  very  similar  age.*  Pytha- 
goras, again,  was  at  least  ninety-three  when  he  g^ve 
up  the  ghost;  and  his  worthy  disciple  Epicharmus 
was  no  less  tenacious  of  life.     Pyrrhon  the  scepUc, 

*  Having  seen  a  donkey  eat  a  plate  of  figs,  he  desirad  hit 
slave  to  giye  the  animal  some  wine  after  them,  and  was  so  much 
delighted  with  his  own  conceit,  that  he  died  of  laughing  on  the 
spot. 
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and  Thales '  the  First  of  the  Sages/  were  each  about 
fourscore  aud  teu  when  the  gods  thought  proper  to 
call  them  away ; — ^the  one,  I  presume,  to  puiiishment« 
the  other  to  meet  with  a  crown  of  glory.  Demo- 
eritus  lived  to  a  hundred  and  nine ;  Demonax  com- 
pleted his  century ;  Epicurus,  with  all  his  sloth  and 
luxury,  was  just  seventy-two  when  he  died. 

'^  These,  I  should  think/'  continued  Scribonius 
Mummitts,  ''  are  examples  enough  to  prove  the 
truth  of  that  which  I  have  asserted  ;*  and  thus  thou 
wilt  perceive,  O  nephew !  that  the  calling  of  a  philo^ 
sopher  is  not  without  its  advantages,  even  though 
judged  by  vulgar  rules;  for  none  will  deny  the 
unspeakable  blessings  of  a  long  life.  Let  us  then 
demote  ourselves  to  the  study  of  (Ailosophy,  so  that 
if  we  succeed  not  in  acquiring  wisdom,  we  may  at 
least  prolong  our  days." 

Concluding  his  harangue  with  tUs  pithy  advice, 
the  sage  turned  away  from  the  images^  which  he  had 
hitherto  never  ceased  to  contemplate,  pointing  fint 
at  one,  and  then  at  another,  as  he  named  their  several 
originals;  then  dismounting  from  his  high  horse^  he 


*  It  is  a  pity,  however,  that  he  did  not  mention  the  example  of 
Epimenides  the  Cretan,  who  is  said  to  have  attained  the  moderate 
age  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  1  or,  aoeording  to  the  least 
credulous  of  his  biographers^  a^hnndvedaad  ftfty-seveni-— winch 
is  almost  long  enough ! 
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proceeded  to  conYefne  in  a  graTe  and  yery  senBiUe 
manner,  without  any  of  the  pedantry  which  had 
lately  marked  his  eloqueace,  about  the  badness  of 
the  times,  and  the  atrocity  of  the  govemment.  The 
tyrant  Maidmin  had  now,  he  said,  ruled  the  emfHre 
for  upwards  of  two  years.  He  stiU«  however,  re- 
mained stationary  in  fats  camp  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  and  as  yet  had  neyer  condescended  to  visit 
the  metropolis,  which  during  his  absence,  was 
governed  by  the  Prsetorian  Prsefect,  Vitalianus.  Poa* 
sessed  of  boundless  power,  that  functionary  indulged 
himself  in  the  comoiission  of  a  thousand  crimes.  The 
sufferings  of  the  people  exceeded  all  belief.  Sar* 
roimded  by  spies  and  informers,  the  noblest  of  the 
citixens  were  liable  at  any  time  to  be  accused  without 
cause,  condemned  without  trials  and  punished  with* 
out  mercy  or  compassion.  One  by  one,  the  ancient 
families  of  Borne  had  fallen  before  the  hood  of  the 
oppressor.  Th^  birth,  rank,  or  virtues^  had 
awakened  the  envy  of  the  low*borii  prince^  or  their 
wealth  had  excited  the  cupidity  of  his  minion.  Fines 
and  confiscations  had  beggared  them  on  the  one 
hand ;  exSe,  imprisonment,  and  death,  had  destroyed 
them  on  the  other.  The  few  miserable  sarvivors 
were  hardly  less  deserving  of  pity  than  those  who 
had  perished.  They  lived  in  the  constant  dread  of 
unknown  evils,  which  encompassed  them  on  every 
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side.  Day  after  day,  were  they  shocked  by  some 
new  act  of  cruelty  and  horror.  When  they  rose  in 
the  morning,  they  were  not  nnfreqaently  told  that 
some  friend  or  relation  had  been  tacrifleed  during 
thd  night ;  when  they  lay  down  to  rest  it  was  often 
in  fear  lest  their  slumbers  would  be  brokeiH  by  a  visit 
from  the  assassin  or  the  executioner.  Yet  in  spite 
of  these  intolerable  evils»  in  spite  of  the  tyranny  of 
their  rulers,  in  spite  of  their  own  discontent,  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  patriotic  individuals,  so  degraded 
were  the  people,  that  they  continued  to  suffer  with- 
out resistance,  though  not  without  murmurs  and 
complaints.  Nothing  could  arouse  them  from  their 
lethargy.  The  unworthy  sons  of  the  conquerors  of 
the  world  tamely  submitted  in  peaceful  times  to  be 
treated  by  their  own  sovereign  like  the  people  of  a 
conquered  land.  They  saw  the  streets  of  the 
capital  filled  with  licentious  troops, —  the  savage 
cohorts  of  their  Thracian  master,  —  who  broke 
open  their  houses,  stripped  them  of  their  property, 
and  insulted  those  they  loved  most;  they  saw 
the  most  illustrious  of  their  countrymen,  alike 
distinguished  for  birth,  dignity  of  station,  and 
personal  accomplishments,  seized  by  the  myrmidons 
of  the  tyrant,  cruelly  tortured,  and  unjustly  put 
to  death ;  they  saw  the  temples  of  their  gods 
sacrilegiously   invaded,    plundered    of    their   oroa^ 
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joents,  and  levelled  with  the  groand;  they  saw 
deeds  eyen  more  atrodotts  than  these,  yet  they  basely 
and  puAlkmimoosly  submitled  to  the  yoke.  The 
nobles,  iamiened  in  laxnry,  and  emasculated  by  in- 
dolence, coald  act  be  prevaUed  upon  to  exert  them- 
selves in  defence  of  their  liberties,  or  even  of  their 
lives.  They  witnessed  the  destrnctioo  of  their  order 
with  sapine  indiffereDce,  or  unavailing  regret*  and 
reUnqnished  the  honours  of  the  state,  for  which 
their  ancestors  had  so  often  and  so  fiercely  contended » 
for  the  precarious  eigoyment  of  their  villas,  their 
baths,  and  their  theatres.  They  strove  to  drown 
in  pleasure  the  remembrance  of  their  calamities,  and 
wilfully  closed  their  eyes  to  the  dangers  which  en- 
compassed ihem.  Sometimes,  indeed,  when  a  dis- 
tinguished victim  was  taken  from  their  class,  a  panic 
would  seize  them,  and  they  could  not  help  acknow- 
ledging the  desperate  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  placed.  But  alarms  like  these  made  no 
lasting  impression  on  their  minds.  They  soon  forgot 
the  unfortunate  wretch  who  had  been  sacrificed,  and 
relied  on  the  gods,  or  on  their  own  dexterity  for 
escaping  a  like  fate  themselves.  Little,  therefore, 
conid  be  hoped  from  this  enervated  aristocracy;  while 
the  populace,  equally  degenerate,  and  less  influential, 
were  still  more  unfit  to  achieve  the  liberation  of  their 
country. 

VOL.  I.  D 


Digitized 


by  Google 


50  PI80   AND   THE   PRiEFBCT. 

Such  was  in  sabstance  the  political  part  of  the  in- 
formation conveyed  by  the  worthy  old  senator  Scri- 
bonius  Mummias  unto  his  nephew  Calpumius  Piso. 
The  latter  heard  the  melancholy  tale,  — the  wofnl 
history  of  national  disgraces  and  misfortanesy— -with 
feelings  of  dismay,  indignation,  and  disgust.  His 
boyhood  had  been  passed  in  such  deep  seclusion,  his 
youth  in  such  studious  retirement,  that  he  had  as  yet. 
paid  little  attention  to  the  political  situation  of  the 
empire.  He  was  no  doubt  aware  that  the  period  of 
Roman  greatness  had  elapsed,  that  the  character  of 
the  people  had  undergone  a  change,  and  that  after  a 
succession  of  native  despots, — tyrants  over  the 
country  of  their  birth, — the  supreme  authority  had  at 
last  been  usurped  by  a  savage  and  sanguinary  stran- 
ger. But  he  was  not  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
evils  resulting  from  these  several  causes,  nor  consci- 
ous of  the  extent  to  which  they  had  prbceeded.  He 
had  not  expected  to  hear  of  the  almost  complete  ex- 
tinction of  public  spirit ;  the  eflTeminate  and  corrupt 
lives  of  the  nobility ;  the  vice,  cowardice,  and  ser- 
vility, of  the  lower  classes ;  the  barbarous  cruelty  and 
insatiable  avarice  of  their  rulers ;  and  accordingly, 
the  picture  thus  suddenly  presented  to  his  mind,  had 
filled  him  with  surprise  and  anguish. 

Overcoming  these  painful  feelings,  which  tit  first 
had  almost  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  speech,  he 
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proceeded  to  interogate  bis  kinsman  about  the  cha- 
racter of  their  governor,  the  Prsetorian  Prasfect  him- 
self. 

*'  I  have  already  told  yon/'  replied  the  senior, 
"  that  Vitalianns  is  one  who,  possessed  of  nnbonnded 
power,  scmples  not  to  employ  it  in  the  commission  of 
the  most  horrid  crimes.  He  anticipates. the  sangai- 
nary  orders  of  his  master,  and  wherever  an  offence 
has  been  given,  sheds  the  blood  of  his  fellowHsreatures 
with  nnspitring  hand.  Many  too,  have  been  sacri- 
ficed to  his  private  feelings  of  resentment,  and  the 
wretch  who  incurs  his  hatred  rarely  escapes  un- 
scathed. Yet  he  is  not  a  mde,  unlettered  barbarian 
like  his  master.  On  the  contrary,  his  manners  are 
polished ;  and  his  mind,  which  is  naturally  strong, 
has  been  cultivated  with  success.  It  .cannot  be 
doubted  that  he  is  possessed  of  considerable  talents, 
though  he  seldom  applies  them  to  a  good  end.  He 
is  also  a  refined  voluptuary,  no  less  elegant  than 
magnificent  in  all  his  habits,  profuse  in  his  expendi- 
ture beyond  the  bounds  of  belief,  and  graspingly 
rapacious  to  supply  the  means  of  his  extravagance. 
He  delights  in  social  feasting,  practises  an  ostentati- 
ous hospitality,  entertains  the  public  in  a  princely 
style,  and  does  the  honours  of  his  table  with  a  grace 
peculiar  to  himself.  He  resides  at  present  in  the 
d2  . 
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imperial  palace,  which  the  better  enables  him  to  dis- 
play his  grandeur.  His  wife  is  a  woman  of  exalted 
birth,  and  enormous  fortune.  Of  her  characteit 
however,  I  shall  say  but  little, — for  one  ought  not  to 
speak  in  disparagement  of  a  lady.  I  shall  only  in- 
sinuate,  that  in  pride  and  insolence,  she  exceeds  her 
husband,  while  in  luxury  and  extravi^;ance  she  at 
least  equals  him." 

''  But,  uncle,"  said  Piso ;  ''  is  it  possible  that  a  man 
so  cruel  and  overbearing  as  you  describe  the  Preefect, 
can  be  visited  on  terms  of  equality  by  the  wretches 
subject  to  his  power,  and  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
his  oppressive  sway  ?  Can  his  victims  approach  him 
with  confidence,  or  treat  him  with  familiarity  ?  Does 
he  invite  them  to  come,  or  does  he  command  their 
presence?  —  And  how  do  they  suppress  the  angry 
feelings  which  the  sight  of  their  oppressor  must 
inspire  V* 

''  Piso/'  replied  the  man  of  experience,  ''  these 
questions  of  yours  are  natural,  but  they  indicate  how 
little  yon  know  of  your  own  countrymen.  Remem- 
ber that  the  Prssfect  has  the  best  cook  in  Rome, — 
that  his  guests  are  in  general  the  very  vilest  of  man- 
kind. They  accept  what  he  offers  with  humility, 
and  deem  themselves  honoured  by  his  slightest 
notice.    Their  craven  hearts  are  incapable  of  che- 
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nshing  a  aeiitiinent  of  Tirtuoiis  indignatioii.  Beside, 
as  I  hinted  before,  our  arbitrary  mler  is  by  no  means 
nncoiurteoDS  in  his  manners.  He  treats  his  compa* 
nioDS  pretty  mnch  as  tliey  deserve.  His  knowledge 
of  mankind  enables  him  to  diseorer  how  erery  one 
expects  to  be  receiTed^  and  he  bears  himself  towards 
each  accordingly.  The  base  and  senrile  are  often 
very  scomfally  used  ;  bat  guests  of  a  superior  cha* 
raeter  are  sure  to  meet  with  a  polite  reception.  Of 
this,  doubtless,  you  will  soon  have  occasion  to  jndge. 
The  Prefect  will  hear  of  yoor  arrival  under  my  roof, 
and  you  will  not  escape  an  invitation  to  the  imperial 
residence.  I  shall  in  all  probability  be  condemned 
to  the  same  ponishment  myself  (not  indeed  for  the 
first  ttme)»  and  we  must  both  endure  it  in  the  best 
way  we  can,  for  it  would  not  be  safe  to  refuse." 

Here  ended  the  political  part  of  the  conversation 
between  the  relatives,  after  which  they  chatted 
together  about  their  own  family  affairs,  in  a  manner 
somewhat  desultory,  and  with  the  tenor  of  which  it 
is  onnecessary  to  acquaint  the  reader.  I  shall  there- 
fore only  remark,  that  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
arranged  that  Piso  should  continue  to  reside  for  the 
present,  in  his  uncle's  house,  as  being  a  place  more 
conveniently  situated  than  his  own  suburban  villa. 
Apartments  were  therefore  prepared  for  him  with 
every  attention  to  his  comfort. 
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That  very  same  night  a  message  arrived  from  the 
Pr»torian  Pr»fect  inviting  the  young  patrician  to  a 
banquet  at  the  palace  on  the  ensuing  day.  The 
presence  of  Scribonius  Mummius  was  also  required ; 
thus  fulfilling  the  predictions  of  that  sagacious  per-  i 
sonage  to  the  letter. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE   OBEAT   LADT   AT  HBB   TOILBT. 

And  DOW,  taking  leave  of  the  two  relatives^  the 
reader  most  accompany  me  into  the  imperial  resi* 
dence  itself.  It  is  the  day  destined  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  feast,  and  early  as  the  hoar  still  is,  the 
noble  lady  of  the  PrsBfect  has  already  commenced  the 
preliminary  labours  of  the  toilet 

Let  as  into  her  dressing-roonk !  My  friend,  we 
are  privileged  persons,  and  may  dispense  with  the 
ceremony  of  announcing  ourselves  at  the  door; — let 
ns  enter  her  dressing-room,  with  the  familiarity 
which  we  enjoy;  —  then  station  ourselves  in  a  dark 
comer,  and  deliberately  scrutinize  her  doings  from 
our  obscure  retreat. 

Lo!  there  doth  she  sit, — it  is  impossible  to  be 
mistaken  in  her, — it  is  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  herself ! 
Yea,  there  doth  she  sit,  enthroned  as  it  were,  upon 
an  ivory  chair,  before  a  small  table  of  solid  silver, 
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beautifully  sculptured  and  embossed,  vhile  a  large 
circular  mirror  of  great  brilliancy  hangs  suspended 
over  it,  precisely  on  a  level  vpitb  her  face.    And 
behold  the  worthy  use  she  makes  of  it !     Stretching 
out  her  neck^  and  gazing  at  the  much-loved  image 
presented  to  her  view,  she  takes  up  a  long  silver 
instrument,   not  unlike  a  modem  knitting-needle, 
which  she  has  previously  extracted  from  one  of  the 
minute    filagreed    caskets  with  which    the   whole 
surface  of  the  table  is  overlaid :  holding  this  instru- 
ment between  the  fore  finger  and  thumb  of  her  right 
hand,  she  first  dips  the  point  in  a  vessel  filled  with 
antimony,  and  then  carefully  applies  it  to  the  inside 
of  her  eye-lids,  where  it  leaves,  as  it  goes,  a  dark 
bluish   stain,  clearly  perceptible  throagh  the  skin. 
She  performs  the  operation  with  steadiness  and  skill,, 
yet  it  evidently  puts  her  to  considerable  pain,  the 
outward  signs  of  which  she  cannot  wholly  suppress ; 
still  less  can  she  stifle  the  indignation  which  she  feels 
inwardly  against  the  inexorable  enactments  of  the 
mode,  for  she  knows  them  to  be  the  origin  of  her 
pangs.    Alas,  for  the  hapless  wretch  that  stands 
behind  her  chair! — the  fair  young  slave  with  the 
golden  locks,  imported   last  month   from    Greece. 
Look  at  her,  my  friend,  and  your  heart  will  be  torn 
with  compassion.    Bondmaid  as  she  is,  her  form  and 
her  features  are  delicate  as  those  of  a  high-bom 
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lady^  and  her  maoners  are  so  oaturaUy  graeefal,  that 
when  you  have  once  noticed  her,  you  cannot  help 
watching  all  her  movements.  See  how  she  trembles 
as  she  gazes  at  the  angry  expression  which  Undies  by 
degrees  on  the  countenance  of  her  mistress ;  who,  to 
judge  from  these  tokens,  is,  I  fear,  accustomed  to 
treat  her  with  unreasonable  severity  ; — how,  indeed, 
can  the  fact  be  doubted,  when  the  damsel  actually 
stands  prepared  for  the  whip,  with  her  snow-white 
sfaonlders  stripped  and  naked,  save  that  her  own 
bright  yellow  tresses  hang  dishevelled  over  them; 
while  just  at  hand,  that  hideous  black  Getuiian, 
strong  as  the  rhinoceros,  and  savage  as  the  hyena  of 
his  native  deserts,  grins  frightfully  upon  her,  bran- 
dishing his  accursed  scourge,  in  readiness  to  obey  the 
cruel  mandates  of  his  lady. 

And  now  hath  that  magnificent  lady  completed 
the  discolouration  of  her  peepers.  Looking,  there- 
fore, in  her  own  estimation,  considerably  more  beau- 
tiful than  before  she  commenced,  she  hath  also,  in 
some  sort,  recovered  the  temper  which  she  had  lost 
during  the  execution  of  her  agonizing  task.  Still, 
however,  doth  a  frown  of  the  most  portentous  cha- 
lacter  sit  enthroned  upon  her  brow;  and  ere  long 
that  brow  may  be  darkened  by  a  storm  of  fury  more 
desolating  than  the  whirlwind  which  entombed  Cam- 
byses  and  his  host  in  Egypt. 
d5 


Digitized 


by  Google 


58  PIBO   AND   THE   P11.SFSCT. 

The  miserable  Eadocia  approaches  with  hnmility, 
and  attempts  her  arduoas  task*  Twining  her  small 
white  fingers  in  the  coarse  black  hair  of  her  mistress, 
she  endeavonrs  to  arrange  it,  according  to  the  fashion 
of  the  period,  in  mighty  masses  of  heavy  curls,  piled 
tier  above  tier  to  an  immense  height.  AH  her  art, 
however,  cannot  sabdne  its  wirey  harshness;  the 
long  stiff  bristles  will  not  assume  the  proper  form, 
and  she  fails  to  effect  her  purpose.  Again  and  again 
she  renews  the  difficult  attempt.  She  calls  in  the 
aid  of  the  pincers  and  curling-irons  ;  wastes  oils  and 
unguents  with  unsparing  hand  ;  and  at  last  has 
recourse  to  the  wig- box,  hoping  to  supply  the  defects 
of  nature  by  the  borrowed  finery  within.  Alas,  it  all 
avails  her  nothing !  She  relaxes  her  efforts  in  despair ; 
a  blush  rises  on  her  modest  cheek  af  her  own  want  of 
success,  and  a  tear  starts  forth  in  her  clear  blue  eye 
when  she  thinks  of  the  punishment  that  awaits  her. 
Well  does  she  know  what  she  will  soon  have  to 
endure;  for  it  is  not  the  first  tifne  she  has  been 
unable  to  content  her  mistress. 

And  lo !  how  the  haughty  woman  turns  her  head 
when  she  finds  that  her  handmaiden  hath  relinquished 
the  severe  task  imposed  on  her.  She  scowls  upon 
her  victim  with  an  expression  truly  diabolical, — with 
the  eye  of  a  tiger  about  to  pounce  on  its  prey, — and* 
having  thus  inflicted  the  preliminary  pains  of  fear, 
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she  intimates  by  a  sign  to  the  ferocious  African  that 
which  she  would  have  him  do.  The  monster  eagerly 
approaches,  flourishing  his  weapon  in  his  hand.  Fall- 
ing on  one  knee, — not  with  the  vain  hope  of  moving 
his  compassion,  but  because  her  trembling  limbs 
refuse  to  bear  her  weight,  —  the  wretched  damsel 
shrinks  away  from  him,  yet  looks  up  in  his  face  with 
an  expression  of  such  intense  terror,  that  were  he  a 
free  agent,  it  might  perchance  move  his  heart,  and 
avert  the  threatened  punishment ;  but  slave  as  he  is 
himself,  he  must  not  refuse  to  perform  his  cruel 
office.  Down  comes  the  lash  upon  her  naked  arms 
and  shoulders ;  blood  follows  every  stroke,  and  the 
vaulted  roof  of  the  apartment  re-echoes  with  her 
cries.  #  ♦  ♦  *  ♦ 

It  was  just  at  this  interesting  moment,  that  a  light, 
quick,  springy  step  was  heard  upon  the  tessellated 
pavement  of  the  room ;  presently  afterwards,  from 
amongst  the  marble  columns  which  sustained  the 
roof,  a  single  female  figure  made  its  appearance, 
advancing  towards  the  spot  occupied  by  the  unhappy 
slave  and  her  tormentors. 

The  exterior  of  the  intruder, — for  such  she  seemed 
to  be  considered  by  the  great  lady  and  the  rest, — was 
so  striking  and  remarkable,  as  to  demand  something 
.like  a  particular  description  ;  and  although  the  writer 
of  this  authentic  narrative  does  not  pique  himself  on 
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his  talent  for  portraying  female  ioyeliness,  he  will 
endeavour  to  give  the  reader  a  certain  notion  of  the 
interesting  individual  thus  presented  to  him  for  the 
first  time.  To  begin  therefore  with  the  beginning, 
he  will  first  treat  of  her  head. 

Her  hair  was  of  a  colour  seldom  seen  at  Rome,  or, 
indeed,  any  where  but  in  the  most  remote  regions  of 
the  north ;  where,  perhaps,  by  some  such  process  of 
nature  as  that  which  bleaches  the  fur  of  the  ermine 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  winter  snows,  this 
natural  ornament  sometimes  assumes  a  hue  scarcely 
darker  than  the  snow  itself.  Her  long,  wavy,  silky 
ringlets  were,  in  fact,  of  the  very  lightest  shade  de- 
signated by  the  word  flaxen ;  and  such  was  their 
abundance,  that  they  not  only  shaded,  but  almost 
completely  covered  the  whole  of  her  wide,  rounded, 
and  magnificent  shoulders,  on  each  side ;  which  shoul- 
ders, be  it  remarked,  but  for  such  a  provision  of 
nature,  would  have  been  even  more  exposed  by  her 
dress  than  those  of  a  modern  fine  lady  when  attired 
for  a  birth*day  or  a  ball.  Her  eyes  were  of  a  hue 
still  more  singular,  and  which  the  writers  of  the 
period  have  endeavoured  to  describe  by  the  word 
cerulean*;  a  word  which,  however,  is  supposed  to 


*  These  were  also  the  oculi  herbei  (eyes  green  as  grass)  of 
Plautus. 
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have  been  fiir  from  meaoiog  the  **  celestial  azure"  of 
broad  dajlight;  it  was,  rather,  applied  to  the  pale, 
greenish  tint  not  nnfreqnently  visible  in  the  eTeniog 
skies  at  snn-^et.  And  should  the  fastidious  reader 
find  fault  with  a  green-eyed  heroine,  thoughtlessly 
aecnsing  her  of  too  near  a  resemblance  to  the  feline 
race,  it  may  at  least  be  alleged  in  defence  of  the 
peculiarity^  that  the  ''  divine  Shakspeare*'  has  him- 
self deseiibed  the  noble  Connty  Paris,  as  '*  a  lovely 
man  with  quick  green  eyes,"  and  that  several  of  his 
contemporary  dramatists  have  attributed  the  same 
characteristic  to  the  loveliest  creations  of  their  muse. 

Proceeding  regularly  downwards,  the  nose  of 
my  heroine  is  the  next  thing  to  be  portrayed ;  but  I 
shall  not  devote  more  words  to  this  interesting 
feature  than  can  be  helped.  Let  the  reader  be  con- 
tent to  know  that  it  was  a  nose  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful proportions;  yet  neither  was  it  Greek  nor 
Roman;  it  was  not  quite  straight  enough  for  the 
one,  nor  sufficiently  aquiline  for  the  other.  It  was, 
in  fact,  a  nose  a  little  turned  up ;  but  the  curvature 
was  of  the  slightest,  the  most  graceful,  and  most 
fascinating  kind. 

The  lips  follow  the  nose,  and  the  teeth  go  with 
the  lips.  But  what  can  I  say  of  either,  but  that 
pearls,  rubies,  emeralds,  and  amethysts  would  have 
looked  paltry  and  uninteresting  by  their  side. 
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And  now  for  her  skin — her  incomparable  skin. 
How  shall  I  describe  it  without  injustice,  and  what 
shall  I  liken  it  to  without  disparagement?  Ivory 
or  alabaster, — snow,  swansdown,  or  a  powder-puff, 
might,  indeed,  be  called  in  aid ;  but  little  would  the; 
avail  me  after  all.  Neither  would  it  answer  my 
purpose  to  say  that  ^'  the  lily  predominated  over  the 
rose."  Elegant  and  unhackneyed  as  the  phrase  is, 
it  would  be  far  from  conveying  a  just  and  adequate 
notion  of  the  peculiar  fairness  which  I  wish  to  repre- 
sent ;  for  not  only  was  the  skin  incomparably  white, 
soft,  and  delicate,  but  it  also  looked  fresh,  firm  and 
healthy,  in  an  extraordinary  degree;  while  the 
slight  colour  in  the  cheeks,  neither  resembling  the 
glow  of  heat,  nor  the  flush  of  excitement,  had  a 
steady,  permanent  appearance,  which  promised  to 
withstand  the  withering  effects  of  even  time  itself. 
This  admirable  skin  had,  moreover,  the  very  sin- 
gular quality  of  improving  on  a  close  inspection ;  nay, 
so  fine  and  delicate  was  its  grain,  that  it  would  al- 
most have  stood  the  test  of  examination  with  a 
microscope. 

Having  thus  despatched  my  heroine's  face,  I  can- 
not refrain  from  saying  a  few  words  concerning  her 
figure.  As  the  present,  however,  is  an  age  of 
prudery,  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  I  well  know  I 
must  touch  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  delicacy ; 
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nay,  with  as  much  care  aod  cautioD  as  if  I  were 
treading  in  (he  suspected  neighboorhood  of  a  trap. 
I  shall  therefore  say  little  more  than  that  her  stature 
was  of  the  tallest,  and  that  though  far  from  mascu- 
line,  she  was  proportionally  stout;  that  her  shoul- 
ders, which,  as  I  have  already  observed,  were  con- 
siderably exposed  by  her  dress,  sprung  from  the 
throat  on  each  side  with  a  most  graceful  curve,  with- 
out having  either  too  precipitous  a  ''fall/'  or  the 
opposite  fault  of  too  much  angularity ;  that  her  arms, 
which  though  exquisitely  fair,  and  of  the  most  accu- 
rate proportions,  were,  nevertheiessy  pretty  tolerably 
thick,  partook  of  the  substantial  character  of  the 
whole  figure  unto  which  they  appertained,  while  the 
bosom  in  their  vicinity  was  of  a  beauty— of  which 
the  less  said  the  better.  Both  were,  moreover,  dis- 
played with  a  liberality  which  in  a  more  modem  age 
might  have  been  thought  to  border  upon  the  inde- 
licate; yet  notwithstanding  the  scantiness  of  the 
garb,  so  modest  seemed  the  manners  of  the  wearer, 
that  the  most  rigid  of  moralists  could  scarcely  have 
found  fault  with  an  arrangement  evidently  made 
rather  in  compliance  with  established  rules  than  from 
eccentricity  of  taste. 

The  rest  of  the  figure  was  in  all  things  parallel  with 
what  has  been  detailed.  The  hips  were  wide  in  pro- 
portion to  the  shoulders ;  the  waist  was  taper,  but  not 
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slender  to  tenuity,  nor  had  it  any  appearance  of  being; 
forcibly  compressed  by  stays ;  there  was  a  moderate 
bend  in  the  back ;  the  legs  were  sufficiently  full,  and 
terminated  in  ankles,  which,  without  the  least  ap- 
proach to  clumsiness,  were  just  plump  enough  to 
seem  wholly  destitute  of  bone.  Neither  were  the 
feet  with  which  they  were  united,  of  a  construction 
at  all  less  neat.  The  elevated  instep,  and  the  short 
small  heel,  were  seen  in  conjunction  with  toes  more 
like  fingers  than  any  thing  else — so  delicate  was 
their  shape,  and  so  unrestrained  their  motions^  uu* 
shackled  as  they  were  by  a  stocking  or  a  shoe. 

The  dress  which  adorned  this  remarkable  figure 
was  formed  of  the  finest  woollen  cloth,  and  exhibited 
a  variety  of  brilliant  colours,  tastefully  disposed  in 
checks  and  spots.  Though  made  without  sleeves, 
and  leaving  the  upper  part  of  the  person  a  good  deal 
exposed,  it  nevertheless  covered  all  the  rest  of  the 
body  with  broad,  ample  folds  of  drapery,  which  de* 
seended  as  low  as  the  knees,  thus  constituting  a  sort 
of  tunic,  while  the  limbs  beneath  it  were  invested 
with  long,  loose  trowsers  of  the  same  stuK* 

*  The  party-coloured  dress  of  the  ancient  Germans  seems  to 
have  borne  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  plaid,  or  tartan,  of  the 
Scotch  Highlanders  as  seen  at  present.  The  trews,  or  trowsers, 
are  also  of  very  ancient  origin ;  — the  kilt  is  a  mere  modem  inoo* 
vatioo,  not  worth  speaking  of. 
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It  may  entity  be  coneeiTed  that  this  iiogalar- 
lookitig  p^ammge  claimed  no  alliaiiee  with  the 
swarthy  SODS  of  Italy.  Fmr,  stately^  anddigmfied 
as  she  'was,  the  meanest  citizen  of  the  em^re  would 
hare  branded  her  with  the  appellation  of  a  bar- 
barian. Thnsnelda  was  the  daughter  of  a  Grerman 
chieftain,  and  a  captiTO  or  a  hosts^  in  the  Ptafect's 
hoQse. 

As  she  entered  the  presence  of  Laarentia  Ogulnia, 
the  angast  wife  of  the  Prefect,  her  countenance 
was  filled  with  an  expression  of  extreme  sarpriie, 
mingled  with  disgust.  Scarcely  did  she  geem  to 
think  it  possible  that  a  scene  of  such  atrocious  cruelty 
could  be  enacted  under  the  eye,  and  apparently  with 
the  sanction  of  the  noble  dame  before  her.  She 
gazed  at  the  victim  of  the  scourge,  then  at  her 
gigantic  torturer,  and  finally  fixed  her  eye,  with  a 
look  of  inquiry,  upon  the  great  lady  herself.  Nor, 
strange  to  say,  did  that  dignified  individnal  endure 
her  scrutiny  with  the  composure  which  she  for  the 
most  part  displayed.  Casting  down  her  eyes,  and 
moTing  restlessly  on  her  seat,  she  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  detected  in  the  commission  of  some 
unpardonable  ofience ;  but  it  was  only  for  an  instant 
that  she  was  thus  abashed ;  her  confidence  returned, 
and  she  was  herself  again.  Waving  her  hand  with 
an  air  of  the  loftiest  affability,  she  begged  to  be  iu-r 


Digitized 


by  Google 


66  PI80   AND   THB   PB^FBCT. 

formed  for  what  reason  her  **  dear  ThasDelda*'  had 
soaght  her  presence ;  and  when  told  in  reply,  that 
the  interesting  barbarian  had  been  bronght  from  her 
chamber  by  the  sound  of  screams,  the  origin  of  which 
she  was  anxious  to  ascertain,  she  condescendingly 
replied  that  she  had  been  obliged  to  inflict  a  slight 
punishment  upon  one  of  her  domestic  slaves,  not 
for  a  trifling  offence,  as  might  be  supposed,  but  for  a 
crime  of  the  first  magnitude.  Then  rising  from  her 
chair,  and  turning  away  from  the  questioner,  she 
commanded  the  African  to  withdraw  from  the  apart- 
menty  and  indicated  by  a  contemptuous  motion  of  her 
hand,  that  the  slave  Eudocia  might  do  the  same. 
The  miserable  maiden  rose  with  difficulty  from  the 
ground,  and  wiping  off  the  blood  from  her  lacerated 
shoulders  as  she  went,  silently  obeyed  the  not  un- 
welcome mandate. 

Thusnelda  was  far  from  being  well  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  she  had  received.  She  could  not 
doubt  that  a  most  brutal  punishment  bad  been 
inflicted  upon  one  of  her  own  sex,  and  she  much 
doubted  whether  the  punishment  bad  been  deserved. 
Nevertheless,  as  her  entrance  had  afforded  the  suf- 
ferer a  respite,  she  deemed  it  best  to  stifle  the  expres- 
sion of  an  indignation  which  she  well  knew  she  had 
little  right  to  vent,  being  herself  but  a  prisoner, 
though  an  honoured  and  respected  one,  in  the  palace. 
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She  was  acconfingly  juat  about  to  retire  from  the 
.  apartment,  when  Lanrentia  Ogtilnia  called  her  back, 
and  entreated  ber  to  remain  with  her  daring  the  few 
minntes  more  whieh  she  said  would  be  neoeMary  for 
the  eompletion  of  her  toilet.  For  the  troth  was,  that 
with  all  her  banghtiness,  tbe  august  Roman  matron 
was  anxious  to  propitiate  the  barbarian  nymph ;  she 
involnntarily  respected  the  purity  of  a  character  so 
nnlike,  and  so  superior  to  her  own. 

Yet  such  was  the  obtnseness  of  her  intellect,  that, 
incapable  of  distinguishing  between  decomm  and 
impropriety,  she  now  commenced  a  conversation  far 
more  calculated  to  shock  her  hearer  than  to  gratify 
her;  detailing  a  variety  of  fashionable  news,  and 
relating  anecdotes  of  fashionable  people  no  less  scan- 
dalous than  improbable  and  absurd.  Unconscious  of 
the  difference  between  her  companion  and  herself, 
she  seemed  to  suppose  that  the  unsophisticated 
daughter  of  the  wilds  would  listen  with  delight  to  a 
disquisition  on  tbe  iniquities  of  the  metropolis,  and 
behold  with  admiration  the  possessor  of  knowledge 
and  information  so  much  more  extensive  than  her  own. 
While,  therefore,  she  discoursed  on  a  variety  of  the 
most  abominable  themes,  her  eyes  sparkled  and  her 
cheeks  glowed ;  for  she  gloried  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
reverential  feelings  which  she  was  exciting  in  tbe 
bosom  of  her  friend.    Nor  did  any  thing  happen  to 
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andecave  ber ;  the  astoiiished  maiden  stood  silent  by 
ber  side ;  and  engrossed  as  she  was  with  the  interest 
of  her  subject,  she  failed  to  obsenre  the  expression  of 
a  countenance  which  might,  otherwise,  have  served 
to  inform  her  of  the  signal  displeasure  with  which 
her  strange  communications  were  received.  The 
scales  therefore  fell  not  from  her  eyes,  and  she  coo* 
tinned  to  enjoy  the  pleasures^f  her  mistake.  She 
grew  warmer  by  degrees ;  she  reached  the  point  of 
rapture;  and  at  last,  holding  forth  in  a  strain  of 
enthusiasm  which  would  admit  of  no  control,  she 
descanted  on  the  passing  occurrences  of  the  day  with 
a  boldness  of  phraseology  not  to  be  described,  and  in 
a  manner  so  diffusive,  that  she  at  once  comprehended 
the  most  opponte  and  incongruous  themes  witlun  the 
limits  of  her  discourse :  politics  and  play*goiog,  con« 
spiracles  and  bacchanalian  revels,  amatory  intrigues, 
and  the  worship  of  the  gods,  formed  but  a  small  part 
of  the  tedious  and  almost  interminable  list. 

At  length,  forsaking  these  heterogeneous  themes, 
the  whole  flood  of  her  eloquence  was  directed  towards 
those  gladiatorial  exhibitions  which  had  once  been  so 
fashionable,  and  which  still  continued  to  be  regarded 
with  enthusiasm  by  certain  members  of  the  old  school, 
who  adhered  to  the  customs  of  their  forefathers. 

"  I  confess,"  said  she,  when  she  had  thus  got  into 
the  vein, ''  that  I  still  retain  a  strong  predilection  for 
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tlie  maul  J  sports  of  the  arena;  I  think  that  they 
foatorad  a  warlike  spirit  in  the  people ;  and  J  cannot 
bet  aospect  that  the  disrepute  into  which  they  have 
fallen  latterly,  auiy  rather  be  attribated  to  the  eflbmi- 
nacy  than  to  the  iaaeaaing  humanity  of  the  times. 
Why,  indeed,  should  we  be  so  much  more  serupnious 
than  onr  forefathers  ?     The  most  moral  of  the  an- 
cients are  well  known  to  hare  countenanced  these 
flvirtial  sports.     Marcus  Brutus,  the  tyrannicide,  a 
man  no  less  remarkable  for  his  philanthropy  than  for 
his  patriotism,  was  the  first  who  exhibited  a  fight  of 
gladiators  at  Borne,  and  that  too  upon  a  very  melan- 
choly occasion,  for  he  caused  a  great  number  of 
armed  slares  to  slay  each  other  before  the  funeral 
pile  of  his  father,  under  the  idea  that  the  Manes  of 
the  deceased  would  be  propitiated  by  the  sacrifice. 
I  do  not  mean  to  allege  that  his  conduct  was  desenring 
of  a  literal  imitation  :  I  think  that  gladiatorial  com- 
bats are  more  fit  for  the  amphitheatre  than  for  the 
borying-ground.  But  I  am  unquestionably  of  opinion, 
that  if  so  illustrious  an  individual, — to  say  nothing  of 
others  scarcely  less  renowned, — countenanced  and 
enconraged  sudi  warlike  spectacles,  the  puny  mortals 
of  our  own  times  can  have  little  reason  to  disparage 
them ; — nor,  indeed,  perhaps  would  they  do  so,  were 
it  not  for  the  pemidous  doctrines  of  the  Christians, — 
a  sect  now  rapidly  increasing  in  all  parts  of  the 
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empirei  —  which  inculcate  such  sneaking  notions 
about  the  wickedness  of  spilling*  blood,  that  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  our  remote  descendants  were  to 
eschew  all  weapons  but  their  own  fists,  and  pommel 
each  other  to  their  heart's  content  without  committing 
murder. 

''  However/*  continued  ^the  lady,  *^  though  these 
pursuits  have  now  in  some  measure  faHen  into  disuse, 
and  are  seldom  practised  in  public,  I  assure  you, 
my  dear  Thusnelda,  they  are  far  from  being  wholly 
abandoned.  The  noble  science  of  defence  is  still 
taught  in  private,  and  acquired  at  the  expense  of 
vast  labour  by  many  persons  of  both  sexes,  often  the 
most  distinguished  in  the  empire.  I  confess  to  you 
I  am  one  of  them  myself.  I  have  long  studied  to 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  this  beautiful  art,  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  under  the  tuition  of  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  LanistSB  in  the  city,  I  have  at  length  become 
so  accomplished  a  swordswoman,  as  only  to  be  se- 
condary to  my  renowned  master  himself.  And  in 
order  that  you  may  not  suppose  this  assertion  of 
mine  to  be  a  vain  boast  (for  I  scorn  the  character 
of  a  braggart),  I  will  now,  my  sweet  girl,  afford  you 
a  specimen  of  my  skill,  which,  though  practised 
against  an  inanimate  antagonist,  will,  I  hope,  serve 
to  convince  you  of  the  great  things  I  could  perform 
were  I  opposed  to  a  living  one.'' 
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So  saying,  the  Amazonian  matron  tucked  up  her 
dressing-gown  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  sort  of 
kilt,  which  descended  no  lower  than  her  knees,  and 
left  the  legs  beneath  at  liberty.  Then  calling  for 
her  ''arms/'  in  a  loud,  hoarse  voice,  (which  she 
assumed  in  imitation  of  a  gladiator's)  a  sword  and  a 
buckler  were  presented  to  her  by  an  attendant;  and 
furnished  with  these,  she  placed  herself  in  a  scientific 
attitude,  standing  with  her  right  foot  somewhat  ad- 
vanced, and  the  left  drawn  back,  so  as  to  preserve 
the  equilibrium  of  her  whole  body.  That  done,  she 
flourished  her  blade,  and  to  the  utter  consternation 
of  Thusnelda,  vigorously  attacked  a  Doric  column 
in  her  vicinity,  beating  and  battering  it  with  such 
force  that  the  wounded  marble  flew  off  in  chips  at 
every  stroke  which  she  bestowed.  Meanwhile,  as 
ahe  fought,  she  kept  constantly  varybg  her  position ; 
leaping  about  from  side  to  side — approaching  at  one 
moment,  and  retreating  at  another ;  fixing  her  eyes, 
as  if  watching  the  motions  of  her  foe — bending  down 
her  head,  as  if  Mideavouring  to  avoid  his  blows,  and 
occasionally  giving  utterance  to  a  loud  deep  ''  hah !'' 
as  she  made  the  most  effective  of  her  lunges. 

By  degrees  her  spirits  became  so  much  excited, 
that  she  seemed  to  forget  the  scientific  delibera* 
tion  with  which  she  had  commenced,  and  struck 
out  wildly  at  her   antagonist,  as  if  she  thought 
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to  subdue  him  by  a  blind  ferodty,  unaided  by  the 
efforts  of  her  skill.  Dreadful  were  her  thrusts  and 
passes;  annihilating  were  her  cuts  and  blows;  she 
fought  with  the  desperation  of  a  mad  woman,  and 
wholly  intent  upon  the  subjugation  of  her  enemy,  so 
far  overlooked  her  own  safety  as  to  stretch  forth  her 
buckler-arm,  and  leave  the  major  part  of  her  person 
unprotected.  Yet  no  ill  consequences  resulted  from 
her  indiscretion.  Conscious  of  his  own  strength, 
and  certain  of  the  hardness  of  his  own  sides,  her 
colossal  adversary  scorned  to  take  advantage  of  her 
imprudence.  He  evidently  despised  her  puny  efforts, 
and  laughed  at  the  manifestations  of  her  useless 
wrath. 

But  this  coolness  on  the  part  of  the  foe  rather 
served  to  exasperate  than  to  mollify  her.  Either 
mistaking  its  origin,  and  supposing  that  it  rose  from 
a  want  of  pluck,  or  divining  the  true  cause,  and 
being  unable  to  stomach  the  contempt  which  it 
evinced,  the  fury  of  her  soul  at  length  attained  a 
point  little  short  of  insanity.  Stamping  with  her 
feet,  and  almost  foaming  at  the  mouth,  she  endea- 
voured to  provoke  him  by  the  most  bitter  taunts,  to 
retaliate. 

"  Come  on,  ye  coward  !"  sh^  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
choked  with  passion,  '^  come  on,  dastard,  if  ye  dare, 
and  receive  the  punishment  ye  merit !    Ah,  hah  ! 
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ye  viliaiii,  do  you  fear  me  ?  Do  yoa  shrink  from 
the  arm  cf  an  onpfotecled  woman?  Down,  then, 
like  a  dog,  and  oonfen  yourself  subdued !  GhroToI 
on  the  gfonnd,  while  I  trample  on  your  breast  in 
trinmfihr 

Thns  did  she  mn  on  with  astonishing  yolnbility, 
displaying  no  less  skill  in  the  art  of  vituperation  than 
she  had  already  shown  in  the  science  of  defence. 
But  she  wasted  her  breath  to  no  purpose,  and  ex- 
pended her  epithets  of  abase  upon  one  who  was 
either  too  politic  or  too  contemptuous  to  reply. 

Meanwhile,  Thusnelda  stood  watching  her  with 
feelings  which  at  first  partook  of  wonder  and  disgust, 
but  which  afterwards  assumed  the  milder  aspect  oi 
contempt,  not  umningled  with  amusement.  She  saw 
with  astonishment  a  noble  dame,  by  no  means  re- 
markable for  her  loveliness,  nor  in  the  flower  of  her 
age,  but  well  known  for  her  haughtiness,  and  her 
high  estimation  of  herself,  suddenly  assume  the  cha* 
racter  of  a  gladiator,  and  fall  upon  a  lifeless  adversary 
with  a  hardihood  and  perseverance  worthy  of  a  better 
cause.  Nor  was  the  absurdity  of  the  scene  dimi-* 
nished  by  the  solemnity  with  which  the  female  war- 
rior went  to  work,  and  the  signal  importance  which 
she  very  evidently  attached  to  the  whole  affair.  Her 
countenance  preserved  its  wonted  gravity,  even  while 
she  was  the  most  vehement  in  her  exertions,  and  she 
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appeared  totally  unconscious  that  there  could  be  any- 
thing which  savoured  of  the  ridiculous  in  her  own 
conduct  throughout 

It  was,  therefore,  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that, 
as  the  affair  went  on,  Thusnelda  could  suppress  the 
risibility  which  it  excited.  She  gazed  at  the  gro- 
tesque figure  of  her  hostess, — ^her  streaming  hair  and 
short  thick  limbs, — ^her  inflamed  visage  and  disor- 
dered dresSy — vtill  the  absurdity  of  the  exhibition 
struck  her  so  forcibly,  that  she  would  inevitably  have 
committed  a  breach  of  good  manners  by  indulging  in 
a  laugh,  had  she  not  contrived  to  take  possession  of  a 
sprig  of  bay-tree,  which  formed  part  of  a  bouquet  upon 
a  neighbouring  sideboard,  and  allay  her  disposition 
to  mirthfnlness  by  chewing  its  bitter  and  unpalatable 
leaves  between  her  teeth.* 

Wearied  by  her  exertions,  Lanrentia  Ogulnia  at 
length  desisted  from  her  occupation,  and  throwing 
herself  into  a  chair,  her  attendants  proceeded  to  en- 
velope her  in  a  large,  rough,  shaggy  cloak  of  a  peculiar 
fabric,  called  an  endromis,  and  commonly  made  use  of 
by  professional  fencers  to  prevent  them  from  getting 
cool  too. quickly  after  exercise.    She  then  sat  motion* 

*  This  expedient  is  said  to  have  been  found  useful  by  the 
spectators  when  the  Emperor  Commodus  exhibited  himself  in  the 
public  games; — they  chewed  bay  or  laurel  leaves,  to  prevent 
themselves  from  langhing  at  him. 
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less  for  some  minutes,  blowing  like  a  grampas,  and 
rolling  her  eyes  after  a  strange  unearthly  fashion  to 
behold.  But  in  spite  ot  her  exhaustion,  her  organs 
of  speech  were  far  too  vigorous  to  be  long  inoapaci* 
tated ;  and  addressing  Thusnelda  in  a  voice  inter<- 
rupted  by  incessant  pants, — 

''  I  am  really  quite  ashamed/'  said  she,  ''  that 
you  should  see  me  thus  fatigued.  It  looks  like  effe^ 
minacy,  and  may  be  thought  incompatible  with  the 
character  of  an  experienced  swordswoman.  But  the 
truth  is,  that  I  have  not  of  late  been  sufficiently  par- 
ticular about  my  diet  I  have  indulged  myself  in 
various  sorts  of  food,  instead  of  eating  nothing  but 
eaUphiay  which,  as  perhaps  you  know, — though  I 
must  say,  my  dear  young  friend,  your  ignorance  is 
deplorable  in  all  such  matters,—- are  a  kind  of  unlea* 
vened  cakes  made  of  flour  and  cheese,  very  unpalat* 
able  it  must  be  owned,  but  so  nutritious  and  good  for 
the  wind,  that  we  who  are  gladiators  should  eat 
nothing  else.  I  confess,  indeed,  that  it  is  hard  upon 
a  woman  nursed  in  the  lap  of  luxury  to  forsake  all 
her  early  habits,  and  adopt  so  abominable  a  regimen ; 
she  is  exposed  to  temptations  almost  irresistible, 
when  seated  at  a  table  groaning  under  delicacies  of 
which  she  is  forbidden  to  partake.  Nevertheless  it 
is  her  doty  to  persevere.  It  is  the  price  which  she 
pays  for  her  renown ;  and  she  ought  not  to  regret 
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sufferiogs  which  may  be  recompensed  b;  immor-^ 
tality," 

After  this  apologetic  speech^  which  the  heroine 
seemed  to  think  requisite  to  clear  her  character,  she 
rose  solemnly  from  her  seat,  and  recommenced  the 
business  of  the  toilet. 

Having  again  placed  herself  before  the  glass,  she 
proceeded  to  scrape  off  the  medicated  paste  with 
which  her  whole  face  had  been  encrusted  oyer-night, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  delicacy  of  her  skin,  or  at  least 
to  prevent  it  from  becoming  more  coarse,  hideous, 
and  horrible  than  nature  had  intended  it  to  be.  Then 
calling  for  asses'  milk, — that  most  celebrated  of  clas- 
sical cosmetics,  and  to  have  which  in  abundance 
many  of  the  ladies  of  the  period  maintained  whole 
herds  of  long--eared  beasts, — a  gigantic  ewer  filled 
with  the  precious  fluid,  and  accompanied  by  a  basin 
of  proportionable  magnitude,  was  presented  for  her 
use.  Provided  with  these,  she  washed  off  the  re- 
sidue of  the  paste  which  still  adhered  to  her  skin ; 
laved  by  turns  her  ha^ds,  her  arms,  her  bosom,  and 
her  neck  ;  and  thought  herself  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  lustral  ceremony,  the  most  sweet,  fragrant,  and 
fascinating  little  creature  in  the  world. 

The  united  efforts  of  her  numerous  attendants  at 
last  effected  that  which  the  miserable  Eudocia  had 
been  unable. singly  to  perform.    They  raised  on  he? 
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iiead  sach  a  tower  of  curls,  that  a  hasty  observer 
would  probably  have  been  doubtful  what  bad  become 
of  her  face.  A  more  careful  inspection,  however^ 
would  have  enabled  him  to  judge,  that  it  occupied  in 
reality  the  very  centre  of  her  person ;  one  moiety 
of  the  same  being  placed  above,  and  the  other  half 
below  it 

Doffing  her  dressing-gowni  she  next  proceeded  to 
wind  herself  up  from  the  hips  to  the  bosom,  in  a  kin(^ 
of  strong  supple  bandages,  called  fascuB,  like  those 
worn  on  the  legs  of  the  men,  and  intended  to  supply 
the  want  of  stays,  as  the  latter  were  substituted 
for  inexpressibles;  a  contrivance  which  had  a  con- 
siderable effect  in  disguising  the  clumsiness  of  her 
^gure,  and  prevented  it  from  looking  so  hideous  as 
might  have  been  expected  when  she  finally  assumed 
her  milk-white  stole,  and  thus  exhibited  herself  in 
the  same  garb  which  had  been  worn  in  the  days  of  the 
chaste  Lacretia. 

And  now  came  the  jewels ;  —  those  splendid  bau- 
bles, to  obtain  which  (if  the  scandal  of  the  times  may 
be  credited)  many  of  the  noblest  dames  in  Rome  had 
been  known  to  sacrifice  more  than  their  good  name* 
How  brilliant  were  the  pendants  inserted  in  her  ears ! 
And;  lo  I  they  were  the  gift  of  an  eastern  prince, 
who  whilom  regarded  her  with  the  purest  brotherly 
affection,  and  for  whom  she  entertained  an  equally 
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platonic  love.  The  rich  pearl  necklace  which  she 
put  on  next,  was  deriyed  from  a  very  different  source: 
she  received  it  as  a  propitiatory  offering  from  the  Pro- 
consul of  Africa,  who  being  threatened  with'  an  im- 
peachment for  certain  malpractices*  was  anxious  to 
secure  her  husband's  favour;  the  strange-looking 
ornament  attached  to  it  in  front*  she  received  from 
the  hands  of  a  crafty  Egyptian  priest,  but  whether 
as  a  gift  or  by  purchase,  the  public  had  never  asoer> 
tained. 

At  length  the  decoration  of  her  whole  person  was 
completed,  and  nothing  could  be  more  gorgeons  than 
the  appearance  she  exhibited.  Her  head-gear  was 
piled  up  to  an  unprecedented  height;  her  eyes 
shone  in  their  sockets*  from  the  effects  of  the  anti- 
mony, like  a  couple  of  burning  coals;  and  her 
waist  was  so  unnaturally  compressed  that  it  scarcely 
exceeded  the  dimensions  of  a  wasp's.  Her  domestics 
stood  gazing  at  her  open-mouthed ;  lost  in  wonder  at 
her  surpassing  loveliness*  and  filled  with  surprise  at 
the  alteration  which  their  own  labours  had  brought 
about ;  for  from  one  of  the  least  attractive  of  her 
sex  she  had  now*  in  their  opinion*  become  one  of  the 
most  beautiful,  and  as  such  they  knew  she  would  also 
be  considered  by  the  illlustrious  company  amongst 
whom  she.  was  to  mix.  For  strange  as  it  may  appear 
to  the  unobservant,  this  noble  dame,  ordinary  as  in 
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fact  she  was,  had  obtained  the  repatatioD  of  a  first- 
rate  beauty,  nay»  was  very  generally  regarded  by  her 
cootemporaries  as  soanetbiq;  little  inferior  to  a  IWlng 
Venus.  This  character  she  had  aoqaired  at  an  early 
age ;  partly  in  consequeaee  oC  her  good  lack,  partly 
on  aecoiint  of  the  audacity  with  which  she  had  laid 
abum.to  it,  partly  tbiongh  the  influence  of  her  wealth 
and  station;  bat  prinoipfdlyi  from  the  insensibility 
of  the  mnltilade  to  that  which  constitutes  real  lov^ 
liness ;  and  having  once  established  a  name,  she  had 
afterwards  preserved  it  for  above  a  qaaifter  of  a  ceo* 
tory  with  nndeviating  success. 

While  this  celebrated  beauty,  surrounded  by  her 
attendants,  stood  admiring  herself  in  the  glass,  and 
diacoorsing  about  her  own  charms,  the  attention  of 
the  wJide  party  was  suddenly  attracted  by  the  sound 
of  voioes,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  some  remote 
quarter  of  the  boose;  whereupon,  relinquishing  the 
employment  in  which,  she  was  engaged,  the  august 
iady  seiaed  Thosnelda  by  the  arm,  and  led  her  from 
die  diamber  into  an  adjacent  corridor,  whence  they 
proceeded  down  a  broad  steircase  towards  the  rooms 
on  the  ground-floor.  Presently^  as  they  went,  the 
voices  became  more  audible,  and  the  words  of  the 
chief  speaker,  when  uttered  with  peculiar  emphasis* 
articulate.  "  Oh,  Japiter  V*  he  was  heard  to  say« 
(for  the  interlocutor  was  evidently  of  the  male  sex, 
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his  accents  being  deep,  hoarse,  and  guttaral) — "  Oh, 
Jupiter,  father  of  gods  and  men,  look  down  upon  a 
poor  unhappy  mortal,  and  grant  him  a  pot  suffi- 
ciently capacious  for  his  wants  !" 

Just  as  this  strange  apostrophe  was  finished,  Lau- 
rentia  Ogulnia  and  her  companion  entered  the  pre- 
sence of  its  devout  utterer,  who  stood  in  the  centre 
of  a  vast  hall,  or  atrium,  with  his  hands  clasped 
together  in  an  attitude  of  entreaty,  and  his  eyes 
fixed  steadfastly  upon  the  ceiling:  three  or  font 
individuals,  known  by  their  dress  to  be  professors  of 
the  culinary  art,  were  seen  stationed  at  a  respectful 
distance,  bearing  in  their  hands  a  mighty  fish,  round 
as  the  full  moon,  and  whiter  than  the  snows  of 
Caucasus. 

No  sooner  did  he  perceive  the  entrance  of  the 
ladies,  than  the  Prasfect  Vitalianus,  —  for  it  was  the 
great  man  himself,  —  made  a  sudden  rush  towards 
them,  and  addressing  them  with  frantic  vehemence, 
entreated  their  attention  to  the  unprecedented  di* 
lemma  in  which  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  involved. 

''  Behold  that  fish  !'*  he  exclaimed,  and  he  wildly 
pointed  at  it  as  he  spoke,  *'  fat,  fair,  and  delicate  as 
it  is,  it  must  be  wasted  !  Instead  of  delighting  the 
discriminating  palate  of  an  epicure,  it  will  be  rejected 
oy  the  dogs  as  ofiial.'' 

**  Oh,  horrible  profanation !"  responded  his  august 
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spouse,  sympathisiog  in  bis  distress ;  "  bat  never  can 
it  be  necessary !  Surely,  O  VitalianuSf  you  are  only 
endeaTOuring  to  lead  me  astray,  and  give  me  a 
fright.  Explain  yourself^  my  friend  ;  and  that  too» 
distinctly,  though  with  brevity/' 

"  Dearest  woman,  I  will  do  so/'  replied  the  affec- 
tionate husband ;  "  your  curiosity  is  natural,  and 
should  be  indulged.  Happy  is  he,  who  in  the  midst 
of  his  distress,  is  soothed  by  the  attentions  of  so  fond 
a  wife." 

**  True,"  said  the  lady :  *'  but  come,  come,  tell  me 
about  the  &h ;  your  compliments  may  be  reserved 
till  I  am  more  at  leisure  to  listen  to  them." 

'•  Well,  then,"  replied  the  Priefect,  "  thus  stands 
the  case.  Scarcely  had  I  risen  from  your  side  an 
hour  ago,  and  commenced  my  morning  meal — which, 
as  you  know,  my  love,  is  for  the  most  part  one  of  the 
very  slightest  kind,  merely  consisting  of  a  few  pounds 
of  grapes,  a  hundred  or  two  of  peaches,  some  dozens 
of  melons,  and  three  or  four  hundred  oysters, — 
scarcely,  I  say,  had  I  commenced  this  moderate 
repast,  when  my  chamberlain  came  to  inform  me  that 
a  certain  stranger  had  arrived  at  the  palace,  who 
demanded  an  immediate  audience.  The  boldness  of 
the  requisition  I  must  say,  at  first  quite  startled  me, 
and  I  felt  not  only  inclined  to  reject  it  with  contempt, 
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bot  to  inflict  some  serere  panisbment  opon  tbe  pre* 
snmptaoos  wretcb  by  whom  it  bad  been  made.  Se- 
membering,  bowcTer,  the  great  nrgency  of  state 
affairs,  and  that  the  visitor  might  really  have  bnsiDess 
to  transact  with  me  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  neg- 
lect, I  resolved  to  admit  him  to  my  aogust  preaence.** 

"  I  soppose/'  interrapted  Laarentia  Ognloiay 
*^  yon  thought  he  was  come  with  a  bribe.'' 

Her  husband  gave  utterance  to  a  chuckling  laugh, 
and  continued  his  narrative  as  follows : 

"Having  issued  my  orders  to  the  domestics^  I 
accordingly  repaired  to  this  atrium,  where,  as  yon 
know,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  receiving  peofle  who 
come  to  me  on  business ;  and  it  so  fell  out,  that  as  I 
entered  through  one  door  from  the  interior  of  the 
house,  I  saw  the  stranger  approaching  through 
another  opposite.  His  appearance  was  that  of  a 
seafaring  man,  and  he  was  closely  followed  by  seyeral 
other  persons  of  the  same  class,  loaded  with  a  basket 
of  immense  size,  which  their  united  eflforts  scarcely 
enabled  them  to  support  Advancing  with  an  air  of 
confidence,  he  halted  within  a  yard  of  my  person, 
and  saluted  me  in  a  manner  which,  though  blufl^  was 
by  no  means  deficient  in  respect.  Then,  without 
waiting  to  be  questioned,  he  proceeded  to  explain 
that  he  was  a  poor  fisherman  from  the  Aqnilian  Gulf, 
who  had  lately  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a 
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riamitts  *  of  aii[NreoedeDted  balk.  '  Orer  sea  and 
bad/  laid  he,  'for  many  a  weary  mile,  hate  I 
bnrag^t  it  to  your  door ;  yet  it  i$  atiU  fte«b  and 
taintleis  as  when  I  first  drew  it  from  the  deep. 
DeigD,  then,  to  aooept  it  as  a  tribate  from  year 
slave» — as  the  gift  of  the  gods*  —  as  the  just  reward 
of  your  merit.  Your  fame,  as  an  epicure,  extends  to 
the  remotest  comers  of  the  earth  :  it  is  alike  known 
on  the  homiog  plains  of  Africa,  and  on  the  stormy 
coasts  of  Britain.  Tiien  to  whom,  great  sir,  could  I 
so  appropriately  make  an  offering  of  this  inestimable 
treasure  of  the  ocean  V  " 

"  How  very  complimentary  V  exclaimed  the  great 
dame. 

'* I  confess,''  resumed  the  Prsefect,  ''that  I  was 
not  a  little  gratified  when  I  heard  this  speech ;  for 
despiang  its  flattery  as  I  did,  I  could  not  be  insensi- 
ble to  the  advantages  of  receiving  so  handsome  a 
present  at  the  yery  moment  when  I  most  stood  in 
need  of  it.  I  therefore  requested  that  the  basket 
might  be  unpacked,  and  its  contents  exposed  to  view. 
Ify  desire  was  of  course  complied  with ;  the  mighty 
fish  was  extracted  from  its  repository,  and  displayed 
upon  the  ground.  Yet,  highly  as  my  expectations  had 
been  raised,  I  confess  that  I  was  astonished  at  the 

*  Probably  the  tiubot  of  our  own  timet. 
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splendour  of  the  spectacle  thus  presented  to  me  for 
the  first  time*  I  beheld  a  rhombus  of  unparalleled 
dimensions,  yet  less  remarkable  for  its  size  than  for 
its  symmetry  of  shape,  purity  of  hue,  and  fragrancy 
of  odour.  It  indeed  smelt  like  all  the  spices  of  the 
East,  and  looked  like  an  orb  of  cygnet's  down.  Oh 
bow  my  enraptured  eye  kept  wandering  over  it!  — 
now  resting  on  the  head,  —  anon  glancing  at  the  tail, 
— then  dwelling  on  the  gills  or  fins, — and  still  seeing 
nothing  to  find  fault  with.  How  often  I  devoured  it 
in  thought !  How  often  did  I  cut  (in  imagination) 
the  first  delicious  slice !  But  then^  again,  I  reflected 
that  hours  must  elapse  before  the  actual  season  of 
enjoyment,  and  sighing  as  I  did  for  the  moment  of 
fruition,  1  yet  trembled  to  think  of  the  tremendous 
raptures  which  must  then  agitate  my  soul !" 

'^  Oh,  Prsefect,  how  beautiful. is  your  description  !^ 
cried  his  admiring  wife.  **  It  makes  my  mouth 
water  {adepol)  and  my  stomach  yearn  to  hear  it ! 
Of  a  verity,  the  ennobling  nature  of  your  theme  has 
inspired  you  with  unwonted  eloquence." 

''My  enthusiasm  having  somewhat  subsided,"  cod* 
tinued  the  epicure,  "  I  ordered  a  handsome  reward 
to  be  given  to  the  fisherman,  promising  to  bestow 
some  more  signal  mark  of  my  favour  upon  him  when-* 
ever  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  And 
I  fully  intend  to  perform  this  promise ;  nor  need  you 
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be  surprised,  O  Laarentia,  should  you  find  thitf 
worthy  person  raised  hereafter  to  the  highest  offices 
in  the  state ;  even  honoured  with  the  consukhip,  or 
the  goremment  of  a  province." 

"  Hui  /*'  exclaimed  the  lady,  **  stultus  es — ^you  are 
a  fool/' 

**  Having  thus  displayed  my  generosity/'  resumed 
the  object  of  her  abuse,  "  I  called  our  cooks  together, 
and  consigned  the  rhombus  to  their  care,  enjoining 
them  to  dress  it  with  all  possible  expedition  for  the 
approaching  banquet.  They,  of  course,  [womised  the 
most  implicit  obedience  to  my  commands.  Then, 
lifting  up  the  monster  with  the  tenderness  of  a 
mother  handling  her  new-born  babe,  they  bore  it  into 
the  kitchen  by  the  united  efforts  of  their  strength. 
But  now  mark  the  sequel.  No  sooner  did  they  at- 
tempt the  indispensable  ceremony  of  seething  it  on 
the  fire,  than  they  found  to  their  horror,  that  the 
establishment  was  unprovided  with  a  pot  of  sufficient 
capacity  for  the  purpose !" 

**Hheu!  how  distressing!"  sighed  the  Praefect's 
wife ;  **  and  what  did  the  poor  men  do  when  thus 
baffled  in  their  attempt  ?" 

*'  After  some  delay,"  resumed  Vitalianus,  "  the 
obsanatort  or  chief  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  plucked  up 
courage,  and  told  his  comrades  that  he  would  take 
upon  himself  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the  cause 
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of  their  distress.  This  offer,  as  you  may  easily  con- 
ceive, they  accepted  with  great  readioeas,  anderihe 
idea  that  their  companion  would  hare  to  bear  the 
whole  brunt  of  my  indignationi  while  tbey  should 
themselves  get  off  with,  perhaps,  nothing  worse  than 
a  moderate  rebuke.  Addressing  himself  to  the  task, 
therefore,  he  crept  trembling  from  the  kitchen,  (fol- 
lowed however  at  a  distance  by  the  rest,  loaded 
with  the  fish  J  and  having  sought  my  august  pre- 
sence, proceeded  to  unfold  his  tale,  in  the  most  con* 
ciliatory  language  he  could  frame,  saying  much  in 
vindication  of  his  colleagues,  as  well  as  of  himself, 
and  endeavouring  to  exonerate  the  whole  party  from 
the  charge  of  mismanagement  or  neglect,  to  which 
he  knew  they  might  be  exposed.  Yet  in  spite  of 
these  precautions,  I  confess  I  was  almost  incensed 
to  madness  when  I  first  heard  the  news.  I  could 
not  control  my  indignation,  nor  restrain  the  trans- 
ports of  my  wrath.  I  roared  like  a  mad  bull — I 
stamped  on  the  floor  till  I  shook  the  whole  house, — I 
threatened  to  tear  the  miserable  wretch  to  pieces. 
In  vain  did  he  assert  that  the  present  was  an  un- 
precedented case ;  that  so  vast  a  fish  having  never 
at  any  former  period  been  extricated  from  the  deep, 
it  was  impossible  to  have  anticipated  the  want  of  such 
a  huge  vessel  to  boil  it  in.  Nothmg  could  appease  or 
mollify  me.    I  threatened  the  offender  with  all  sorts 
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of  paina  and  penalties — scoffed  at  his  excuses — and 
replied  to  the  last  by  saying,  that  as  a  parallel  case 
might  be  foaad  in  the  history  of  Domitian,  my  cooks 
should  have  been  prepared  for  its  recarrence." 

"  That  was  a  home-thrust,  at  any  rate/'  said  Lau- 
rentia  Ogulnia,  ''and  how  did  the  culprit  answer 
it?** 

'*  He  did  not  attempt  to  make  any  reply  at  all/' 
said  the  great  man ;  *^  I  had  silenced  him,  and  he 
stood  staring  at  me  like  a  fooL" 

"  Well  done,  by  Hercules  !*'  exclaimed  the  refined 
female,  in  a  loud  voice. 

'*  Seeing  him  thus  brought  to  a  stand/'  continued 
the  orator,  "  I  had  not  the  heart  to  press  him  further : 
my  wrath  had,  indeed,  by  this  time  somewhat  eva- 
porated, and  my  ire  given  place  to  melancholy. 
From  complaints  and  reproaches  I  proceeded  to 
lamentations ;  and  it  was  truly  distressing  to  observe 
the  poignancy  of  my  grief.  The  humane  cook,  (for 
he  is  not  uncompassionate  after  all)  shed  tears  of 
sympathy,  and  addressing  me  soothingly,  begged 
leave  to  suggest  as  a  remedy,  that  the  vast  fish  should 
be  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  and  a  pot  appro- 
priated to  each/' 

''And  what  did  you  reply  to  that?"  asked  the 
matron,  eagerly ;  "in  my  humble  opinion  it  was  a 
suggestion  well  worth  attending  to/' 
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"  I  rejected  it  with  disdain/'  cried  the  disinterested 
epicure ;  *^  I  declared  that  it  was  an  infamous  pro- 
position, and  that  nothing  should  induce  me  to  con-* 
sent  to  the  dismemberment  of  so  grand  a  fish/' 

Laurentia  Ogulnia  shrank  within  herself.  She 
stood  self-convicted  in  her  own  opinion,  and  felt  that 
she  must  have  forfeited  the  esteem  of  the  noble- 
minded  man  before  her.  She  saw  by  his  frowns  that 
he  regarded  her  with  contempt;  that  he  despised 
her  for  her  littleness  of  soul ;  and  would  have  told 
her  as  much,  but  for  his  courtesy.  She  feared  that, 
in  his  scorn,  he  would  write  her  a  bill  of  divorce, 
repudiitting  her  from  his  bed,  and  stamping  her  with 
infamy  for  ever. 

It  very  naturally  therefore  became  her  object  to 
atoue  for  the  fault  she  had  committed,  in  the  best  way 
she  could ;  and  as  she  saw  that  her  husband  had  dis- 
continued his  narrative,  either  because  he  had  really 
brought  it  to  a  close,  or  because  he  was  too  much 
disgusted  with  the  grovelling  spirit  of  his  hearer  to 
proceed,  the  idea  occurred  to  her  that  she  should  in 
no  way  be  so  likely  to  reinstate  herself  in  his  good 
opioion,  (for  which  she  was  now  much  more  anxious 
than  in  ordinary,  on  account  of  the  admiration  with 
which  he  had  inspired  her  by  his  noble  sentiments,) 
as  by  devising  a  remedy  for  the  disaster  which  had 
vexed   and  puzzled  him  so  much.     Revolving  the 
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matter  in  her  mind  accordingly  for  this  purpose,  it 
was  not  long  ere  her  fertile  and  feminine  imagina- 
tion suggested  an  expedient,  which,  if  not  alto- 
gether unobjectionahle,  at  least  seemed  better  than 
soffering  the  fish  to  be  wasted,  or  condemning  its 
beautiful  proportions  to  be  marred  by  the  knife.  She 
advised  that  the  treasure  should  be  broiled  or. 
roasted  over  a  slow  fire.  Nothing,  she  protested^ 
but  imperative  necessity  should  have  induced  her  to 
prescribe  that  method  of  dressing  a  rJumUms,  which 
she  acknowledged  to  be  incorrect,  although  there  were 
many  mitigating  circumstances  which  prevented  it 
from  being  wholly  rejected  by  the  professors  of  gastro- 
nomy ;  but  as  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  less  ob<- 
jectionable  alternative,  she  ventured  to  submit  it  to 
the  notice  of  her  lord  and  master.  The  craticuhB,  or 
gridirons  in  the  kitchen  might  not,  indeed,  be  large 
enoagh  singly  for  the  purpose,  but  she  thought  that  by 
connecting  spme  dozens  of  them  together,  a  su£Bcient 
extent  of  surface  might  be  obtained. 

No  sooner  was  this  bright  expedient  communi- 
cated to  the  Praefect,  than  his  whole  countenance 
changed,  and  instead  of  an  expression  of  the  deepest 
gloom,  assumed  a  cast  of  gaiety.  The  corners  of  his 
mouth,  before  drawn  down,  were  now  elevated  to- 
wards his  eyes,  and  the  eyes  themselves  sparkled  with 
the  brilliancy  of  a  pair  of  glow-worms.      He  em- 
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braced  his  amiable  adviser  with  all  the  enthusiasm 
ef  ibye,  supenreoiiig  oa  admiration,  and  he  oonfessedi 
while  he  hung  upon  her  neck,  and  bedewed  her  cheek 
with  his  tears,  that  she  had  raised  him  on  a  sudden 
from  the  lowest  abyss  of  misery,  to  the  highest  point 
of  sublunary  happiness.  Then  turning  to  the  ob* 
Monator,  who  still  stood  trembling  by  his  side,  he 
pommanded  him  to  act  upon  the  sug^^tions  of  his 
noble  mistress,  and  enforced  the  order  by  swearing 
in  the  qame  of  ^'  Jupiter  and  twelve  other  gods/'  to 
have  him  crucified  alive  unless  he  punctually  per* 
formed  his  task.  Thus  ended  for  the  present  this 
moment  ousbusiness ;  and  thus  by  an  effort  of  her 
own  mighty  mind,  did  Laurentia  Ogulnia  overocHiie 
a  difficulty  which  had  once  staggered  the  wisdom  of 
an  emperor  and  a  whole  senate.* 

\  In  the  case  of  Domitiao  already  alluded  to.  Vid.  Juv.  Sat  4. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THB   ORBAT   MAN   AND   HI9   GUESTS. 

The  affair  of  the  rhmnhus  being  settled  in  a  manner 
so  satisfactory  to  himself  and  so  much  to  the  credit 
of  his  spouse^  tho  Prs^torian  Presfect  decorated  hb 
person  with  extraordinary  care  ;  which  done,  he 
rqiaired  to  the  great  hall  of  the  palace,  and  began  to 
perambalate  its  vast  extent  with  a  degree  of  solem* 
nity  very  suitable  to  the  gnmdeur  of  his  character, 
and  the  magnificence  of  the  place.  With  measured 
steps  and  folded  arms,  did  he  stalk  repeatedly  from 
one  end  of  the  apartment  to  the  other,  exhibiting 
himself  in  all  points  of  view  as  he  went,  and  thus 
affording  me  an  excellent  opportnnity  of  delineating 
his  ootward  man. 

He  appeared  to  be  a  person  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  somewhat  above  the  middle  height,  and  more 
than  proportionably  balky.  His  features,  which 
were  naturally  good,  had  perhaps  suffered  a  little 
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from  the  effects  of  a  jovial  life  ;  thus  a  nose  which  had 
once  been  aquiline,  had  now  assumed  a  lumpish  form 
and  variegated  colour.  His  cheeks,  too,  were  singu- 
larly mbicundy  and  so  oddly  distended  about  the 
region  of  the  jaws  as  to  make  them  in  some  sort 
resemble  the  alforjas  of  a  monkey.  A  weight,  ex- 
pressive of  a  drowsy  temperament,  seemed  to  rest 
upon  his  eye-lids,  but  the  brightness  of  the  orbs 
beneath,  neither  time  nor  luxury  had  been  able  to 
subdue.  The  crown  of  his  head  would  have  been 
bald  but  for  a  wig,^  and  his  brow  was  marked  witii 
wrinkles. 

His  dress  was  an  ample  tunic ;  so  ample  indeed  as 
to  reach  down  to  his  ankles,  and  provided  with 
sleeves  of  so  unreasonable  a  length  as  to  be  fastened 
round  his  wrists  with  bracelets.  This  dress,  though 
but  recently  introduced  in  the  metropolis,  had  already 
superseded  almost  every  other  garb,  and  such  was 
its  popularity,  that  it  seemed  destined  to  become  at 
no  distant  period  the  universal  costume  of  the  nation. 
The  long  white  gowns  which  had  distinguished  the 
citizens  of  the  republic,  had  fallen  into  disuse  nnder 
thcearly  emperors,  and  the  short  close  tunics,  origin- 
ally designed  to  be  worn  underneath  them,  had  been 
adopted  in  their  stead.    But  as  all  snblunary  things 

*  Perukes  were  often  used  at  Rome  by  the  bald  of  both  sexes, 
old  and  young. 
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are  liable  to  matation,  this  new  apparel  was  ere  loog 
in  its  tnrn  voted  volgar  and  indecoroos :  the  skirt 
was  too  short  for  decency,  as  it  only  reached  the 
knees ;  and  though  this  objection  was  obviated  for  a 
time  by  a  contrivance  intended  to  snppty  the  want  of 
small-clothesy*  mnch  fault  still  continued  to  be  found 
with  the  brevity  of  the  sleeves,  which  did  not  even 
reach  the  elbow,  and  left  the  whole  arm  belowit  naked. 
The  skirts  and  the   sleeves  were    both    therefore 
augmented  in  length,  while  their  fullness  was  propor- 
tionably  increased  at  the  same  time ;  and  thus,  after 
the  lapse    of  several  successive  centuries,  daring 
which  they  kept  constantly  growing  wider  and  longer 
by  degrees,  they  at  last  assumed  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  those  ample  petticoats  and  mighty  gigots 
appropriated  in  our  own  times  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  fair  sex. 

Thus  attired  in  the  very  height  of  the  mode,  the 
great  man  commenced  his  promenade ;  but  he  had 
not  extended  it  to  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
which,  allowing  for  the  turnings  at  each  end  of  the 
room,  might  have  occupied  about  seven  minutes  in 
the  performance,  when  his  guests  began  to  drop  in. 
For  *'  persons  of  quality*'  in  those  days;  had  notions 
of  gentility  quite  peculiar  to  themselves,  and  contrary 

*  The  ybjcitf,  or  bands,  already  alluded  to  in  the  description 
of  "  our  hero." 
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to  the  cnstom  of  modern  timesy  an  entertainment 
was  reckoned  fashionable  in  proportion  to  the  earli- 
ness  of  the  hoar  at  which  it  was  celebrated.  This 
may  partly  have  arisen  from  the  habits  of  abstinence 
which  prevailed  amongst  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people.  The  yolgar,  from  choice  or  necessity,  were 
accustomed  to  eat  <mly  one  meal  a*day,  which  they 
commonly  postponed  till  sunset,  when  their  labours 
being  over,  they  were  eoabled  to  enjoy  it  without 
interruption ;  their  superiors,  therefore,  used  to  ban- 
quet at  noon,  or  even  earlier,  in  order  to  distinguish 
themselves  from  the  mob. 

First  entered  several  graceful  youths  of  equestrian 
ranky — fops  too  of  the  first  order, — priding  them* 
selves  on  their  exclusiveness,  and  anxious  to  prove 
the  refinement  of  their  manners,  by  arriving  before 
the  rest  of  the  company.  They  were  dressed  in  a 
style  no  less  indelicate  than  absurd,  and  strongly  in 
contrast  with  the  decent  garb  of  their  host.  They 
wore  the  muHiciap  or  serictB  vestes;  long,  loose,  flow- 
ing robes,  ample  indeed  as  to  width,  but  of  so  fine  a* 
tesLtnre  as  to  be  transparent,  being  in  fact,  made  of 
the  finest  muslms  imported  from  the  East.  These 
strange  garments, — reprobated  by  the  moralists,  and 
satirised  by  thepoetsof  antiquity,— had  probably  been 
brought  into  fashion  some  centuries  before ;  for  it 
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is  placed  on  record  that  Ptolemy  Pbjscon,*  king  of 
^gjpt»  vas  found  arrayed  in  one  of  them  when  Scipio 
Afiricanas  yimted  him  on  an  embassy;  and  as  the 
castoms  of  the  East  were  commonly  introduced  at 
Rome  with  all  possible  despateh,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  fdlowers  of  the  ambassador  would 
have  neglected  so  good  an  opportunity  of  signalizing 
themselyes  on  their  return,  by  imitating  the  ap* 
parel  of  the  monarch  at  whose  court  they  had 
sojourned.  We  are  assured,  indeed,  that  the  envoy 
binflelf  was  disgusted  at  the  puppyism  of  the 
Egyptian  potentate,  and  that  he  could  hardly  con* 
ceal  his  indignation  at  the  sight  of  a  shorty  squat 
prince^  with  bandy  legs,  and  a  bloated  carcase,  wad- 
dling through  the  streets  of  his  capital,  clad  in  a 
muslin  gown.  But  these  feelings  of  the  ambassador 
may  not  have  been  shared  in  by  his  attendants ;  nor 
is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they  may  have 
admired  a  costume  so  origmal  and  new,  and  infected 
their  countrymen  on  their  return,  with  the  same 
strange  taste. 

But  however  this  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  custom 
crept  into  the  empire  by  degrees,  and  that  although 
the  softer  sex,  in  their  passion  for  improvement, 
were  the  first  to  adopt  it,  the  innovation  was  at  last 

*  So  called  from  the  prominency  of  that  part  of  his  person 
known  in  the  Fives  Court  as  "  the  bread-basket." 
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sanctioned  by  the  men.  Not  that  it  was  ever  very 
generally  in  vog^e,  or  authorisMl  by  universal  pa- 
tronage. It  was  always  confined  to  a  few  exquisites, 
more  remarkable  for  their  effeminacy  than  for  their 
good  taste.  It  is  true  that  Juvenal  has  reproached 
a  judge  with  sitting  on  his  tribunal  in  a  transparent 
vest ;  and  that  Seneca  has  accused  the  fashionable 
ladies  of  his  times  with  a  similar  impropriety.  But 
these  are  questionable  authorities;  the  one  having 
spoken  with  the  licence  of  a  satirist,  and  the  other 
with  the  exaggeration  of  a  puritan.  A  more  trust- 
worthy evidence  is,  perhaps,  to  be  found  in  those 
medals  and  intaglios  which  have  come  down  to  us, 
representing  several  distinguished  personages  of  both 
sexes,  in  this  extraordinary  dress.  Amongst  others, 
we  have,  for  example,  the  empress  Faustina,  the 
depraved  wife  of  the  virtuous  Aurelius,  who  is  por- 
trayed upon  a  medal  still  extant,  in  a  multicium  of 
the  lightest  fabric,  which  displays  her  whole  person 
with  a  freedom  not  to  be  described.  Had  it  not 
been  for  such  testimonies  as  these,  we  might  have 
supposed  that  a  thin  robe  of  silk  or  muslin  was  oc- 
casionally worn  over  some  thicker  garment,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  of  our  own  times.  But  thus  wit- 
nessed by  a  pictorial  representation,  the  fact  appears 
unquestionable,  that  a  web  of  perfectly  transparent 
gauze  was   sometimes  adopted  by   the  Roman  fci- 
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shionables  as  their  exclusive  dress.  Faustina  was 
iodeed  one  of  the  vilest  of  her  sex,  but  she  was  also 
ao  iodividnal  of  the  highest  rank,  and  it  is  hardly  to 
be  sopposed  that  she  would  hate  exhibited  herself 
in  a  garb  wholly  nnaothorized  by  the  easterns  of  her 
age,  or  inappropriate  to  her  station. 

Bat  whatever  may  have  been  the  general  practice 
of  the  tioies,  the  yoang  equestrians  now  presented  to 
the  Prasfect  had  nndonbtedly  assumed  this  prepos- 
terous dress,  whieh,  however,  they  apologised  for 
wearing  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  weather. 
Nevertheless  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  bad  not 
prevented  them  from  loading  their  beads  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  artificial  curls,  in  comparison 
with  which  the  wig  of  thrir  host  was  as  nought, 
strewed  over  with  pulverized  gold,  which  sparkled  in 
the  sunbeams  as  they  moved,  and  occasionally  be- 
sprinkled their  pellucid  garments  with  a  scintillating 
shower. 

These  dainty  carpet-knights^ — alas,  how  different 
from  their  rough  but  valorous  progenitors,  once  the 
bulwark  of  the  Latian  state !  —  were  ushered  with 
some  ceremony  into  the  presence  of  the  great  man, 
by  whom  they  were  welcomed  with  civility,  though 
evidently  regarded  with  contempt  Nor  did  he 
evince  any  displeasure  at  the  indelicacy  of  their 
clothesy  for  such  was  the  licence  of  the  age  in  which 
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he  livedy  that  customs  of  the  most  opposite  and  in- 
eongruous  nature  ware  tolerated  at  the  same  time : 
monsters  of  vice  and  paragons  of  Tirtne  were  received 
in  society  on  equal  terms ;  and  while  one  man  prided 
himself  on  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  another 
glorying  in  his  contempt  for  decency,  was,  perhaps, 
his  most  respected  friend. 

But  scarcely  had  they  taken  their  places  on  the 
seats  appropriated  to  their  use,  when  ten  or  twelve 
guests  of  a  very  different  description  were  announced* 
These  were  apparently  citizens  of  the  lower  class, 
not  rich  enough  to  rank  with  the  equestrians, — for 
the  rank  of  the  equites  depended  on  their  wealth, — 
nor  sufficiently  refined  to  vie  with  them  in  the  ele- 
gancy  of  their  dress.  Their  apparel,  indeed,  if  not 
their  manners,  rather  seemed  to  belong  to  a  former 
age  than  to  the  present  one,  inasmuch  as  they  wore 
the  short  close  tunics  which  have  been  alluded  to  as 
an  exploded  garb,  and  which  exposed  their  attenu- 
ated arms  in  a  manner  deemed  far  more  indelicate 
than  the  transparency  of  the  muUicium  itself. 

No  sooner  did  the  great  man  behold  these  wretches, 
than  he  kujew  them  for  his  clients,  and  oommaoded 
them  to  approach.  Then  with  a  duUons  varying  look, 
half  angry,  half  sarcastic,  he  accosted  them  in  a  ban- 
tering strain,  expressing  the  most  extravagant  de* 
light  at  seeing  them,  giving  thanks  for  their  oonde- 
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sceorion  in  Tisitiiig  his  dwelling,  and  apologizing 
with  extreme  hnmility  for  the  coarseness  of  the  fare 
which  he  should  be  obliged  to  offer  them.  Galled 
by  the  bitterness  of  his  irony,  but  too  mach  in  awe  of 
his  authority  to  express  their  ai^er,  they  stammered 
oat  some  nnintelligible  repty,  and  withdrew  to  con- 
ceal their  disgnst  and  mortification,  into  a  remote 
comer  of  the  room. 

An  interval  of  some  minutes  now  ensaed,  daring 
which  the  Pnefect  kept  stalking  up  and  down  the 
hall  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  his  company, 
whom  he  seemed  to  consider  as  unworthy  of  a  word, 
or  even  of  a  look,  so  highly  did  he  estimate  his  own 
importance.  At  last,  however,  a  bustle  in  the  house 
was  beard,  and  prickii^  up  his  ears  (which  were 
somewhat  of  the  longest)  he  stood  ready  to  receive 
the  noble  visitor  whose  arrival  had  been  indicated 
by  the  unwonted  uproar.  Ere  bug,  the  doors  were 
thrown  open  with  a  crash,  and  his  expected  guest 
walked  in :  Basilides  of  Antioeh  was  the  man. 

Clad  in  flowing  robes  of  embroidered  silk;  spark- 
ling all  over  with  jewels  of  inestimable  worth ;  his 
head,  erowned  with  a  tiara;  his  neck  encased  with 
earcanets,  and  his  arms  bound  with  bracelets;  his 
eyebrows  tinged  with  biacfc,  and  his  cheeks  dyed 
with  vennilion ; — ^^tkb  singular  personage  (the  most 
iOuslrioas  Panlomimus  of  the  age)  sailed  slowly  into 
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the  room.  Then  approaching  his  noble  entertainer, 
he  salaamed  in  the  truest  oriental  style,  lifting  up  his 
hands  till  they  almost  touched  his  head,  and  bowing 
down  bis  bead  till  it  almost  brushed  the  ground. 
Meeting  with  a  reception  of  corresponding  afiability, — 
for  indeed  the  Prsefect  was  more  than  usually  po- 
lite,— he  proceeded  to  the  pronunciation  of  an  excul- 
patory speech  in  language  much  disfigured  with  pro- 
vincialisms. 

**  E  oped,"  he  began,  ''  that  Is  Ighness  would 
pardon  im  for  not  harriving  hearlier ;  but  really  the 
eat  ad  been  so  hoppressive  hall  the  morning  that  e 
could  not  find  it  in  is  eart  to  urry  the  bearers  of  is 
litter,  00,  poor  devils,  were  halmost  hexhausted  and 
quite  bout  of  breath  before  they  reached  the  hend  of 
their  journey,  is  ouse  being  a  long  way  hoff,  hat  the 
bother  side  of  the  Haventine  111/' 

The  Praefect  admitted  the  apology  as  valid,  thougph 
he  could  not  help  smiling  at  the  strange  phraseology 
in  which  it  was  couched.  He  had,  however,  crften 
heard  the  language  of  Rome  marred  by  the  natives  of 
Syria  in  the  same  way  before.  For,  whatever  may  be 
alleged  by  Caledonian  critics  on  the  subject,  the 
abuse  of  the  aspirate  has  not  always  been  confined  to 
the  modem  populace  of  Cockney-land. 

Such  troops  of  visitors  now  came  in  that  it  would 
be  tedious  and  supererogatory  to  describe  them  all. 
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I  sball  therefore  attempt  nothing  more  than  to  give 
a  hasty  glance  at  two  or  three  indiyidnals  distin- 
guished from  the  rest  hy  some  striking  peculiarity  of 
character,  which  the  reader  onght  to  notice.    Novel- 
iiua  fiibnlos  was  one  of  them*    He  was  a  man  of 
mighty  stature,  with  broad  round  muscular  shoulders, 
an  expansive  chest,  and  strong  coarse  features.    He 
was  celebrated  throughout  the  empire  as  a  great 
drinker,  and  had  performed  many  marvellous  exploits 
in  tippling,  some. of  which  he  intended  to  repeat  on 
the   present  occasion  should  time  and  opportunity 
serve.     Snillius  Crassus  was  another :  he  was  no  less 
famous  as  a  mighty  eater  ;  such  too  was  bis  obesity, 
that  his  paunch  entered  the  apartment  in  solitary 
grandeur  first,  the  rest  of  his  person  coming  after  it 
by  degrees.    With  these  came  Vibins  Pnppius  and 
Anmncus.Flaccus;   the  former  remarkable  for  his 
feats  of  gallantry,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had 
more  than  once  incurred  the  penalties  of  the  Julian 
Law,  nay,  had  once  been  condemned  to  death  for  the 
ruin  of  a  Vestal  Virgin,  yet  still  lived  and  flourished, 
a  memorable  example  of  the  powerful  effects  of 
bribery,  timeously  applied : — the  latter  deserving  of 
notice  for  having  grown  old  in  the  service  of  several 
successive  tyrants,  though  himself  a  man  of  spotless 
character,  and  remarkable  for  the  reply  which  he  bad 
once  made  when  asked  by  what  contrivance  he  had 
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foiled  the  machinations  of  the  wicked  ?  He  answered, 
with  grave  and  sententions  brevity,  ''by  receiving 
injuries  and  returning  thanks/' 

Last,  but  not  least,  Calpurnius  Piso  and  Scribonios 
Mummius,  were  announced.  The  Praefect  received 
them  with  distinguished  courtesy,  for  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  princely  birth  of  the  one,  and  the  splen- 
did fortune  of  the  other.  His  treatment  of  the 
younger  in  particular  was  at  once  friendly  and  re^ 
spectful ;  he  congratulated  him  on  his  return  to  the 
metropolis,  where  his  ancestors  had  Ifrom  time  imme- 
morial held  so  conspicuous  a  place ;  assured  him  that 
the  very  name  of  Piso  was  venerated  by  all  classes  of 
the  people,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  last  scion 
of  a  stock  so  noble  would  not  fail  to  aim  at  the 
highest  honours  of  the  state,  which  indeed  could 
hardly  be  refused  to  him.  Piso  listened  with  com- 
placency to  this  flattering  address,  which  nevertheless 
he  was  aware  savoured  strongly  of  rhodomontade, 
and  replied  to  it  in  a  strain  of  becoming  diffidence. 
After  that,  the  great  man  communed  with  Scribonius 
Mummius  upon  ''  the  progress  of  the  sciences,''  till 
a  slave  having  announced  that  the  banquet  was  in 
readiness,  the  whole  party  adjourned  to  the  Coena* 
culum. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THS   BANQUBT. 


Ujpon  eDterioy  this  apartment,  the  compaDy  per- 
eekred  a  table  of  eoosiderable  length  set  out  in  its 
seatie,  and  suirounded  on  three  sides  bj  lofty  beds, 
or  conchesy  covered  with  splendid  Babylonian  carpets, 
which  their  hoit  took  care  to  inform  them,  had  been 
lately  porchaaed  at  the  moderate  price  of  eighty 
thonsand  sesterces  a^piece.*  The  Prasfeet  mounted 
one  of  these  conveniences,  placed  at  the  npper  end  df 
the  board,  and  his  angost  sponse,  who  now  for  the 
first  time  made  her  appearance,  accompanied  by 
Thusnelda  and  the  rest  of  the  ladies  who  had  been 
invited  to  the  feast,  seated  herself  beside  him  with 
much  solemnity.  His  guests  then  took  possesion  of 
the  beds  on  either  hand,  voluntarily  choosing  a  postare 
of  the  utmost  awkwardness,  forasmuch  as  that  they 


*  About  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds  sterling. 
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grovelled  on  their  faces  one  above  another,  so  that 
the  head  of  each  man  nearly  reposed  upon  bis  iieigb* 
hour's  back,  from  which  it  was  only  defended  by  a 
pillow  or  a  bolster.  T  allude  to  adults  of  the  male  sex 
alone;  for  the  ladies  very  rationally  preferred  an 
upright  attitude,  which  was  also  assumed  by  two  or 
three  youths  under  the  age  of  seventeen  who  chanced 
to  be  present.  Every  individual  was  marshalled 
according  to  his  rank.  Calpumins  Piso  and  Scribe- 
nius  Mnmmius  were  honourably  placed  at  the  upper 
end  of  tbe  board,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their 
host ;  as  were  also  the  illustrious  Pantomimus,  the 
celebrated  drinker^  the  renowned  eater,  tbe  elegant 
rovi^  and  the  wary  courtier:  the  delicate  equestrians 
were  situated  next  to  these,  and  several  of  the  ladies 
were  interspersed  amongst  them  here  and  there. 
The  miserable  clients  of  the  Praefect  were  alone 
stationed  below  the  salt-cellar,  which,  placed  upon 
the  middle  of  the  table,  divided  them  from  the  rest  of 
the  company,  and.  strongly  marked  the  contempt  in 
which  persons  of  their  class  were  held.  Such  was 
the  barbarous  distinction  which  the  Romans  (a  people 
so  civilized  and  refined !)  were  accustomed  to  make 
in  the  treatment  of  their  guests ;  a  distinction  which 
is  often  supposed  to  have  been  peculiar  to  the  ^'dark," 
or  feudal  ages.* 
*  Antiquaries  may  allege  that  the  use  of  the  "  salt*'  had  be- 
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HaTiDg  artmnged  themaelTes  on  the  oouchesy  the 
guests  were  presented  with  water  for  their  hands; 
they  performed  their  ablations,  and  prepared  for  an 
attack  upon  the  delicacies  within  their  reach.  Ere 
they  commenced  operations,  howeyer,  their  noble 
entertainer  lifted  up  his  head  from  his  pillow*  and 
lookiog  romd  him  with  an  expression  of  countenance 
winch  bespoke  attention,  addressed  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing explanatory  speech,  which  he  pronounced 
with  great  emphasis,  and  accompanied  with  much 
action,  pointing  from  time  to  time  at  the  seyeral 
dishes  as  he  named  them,  and  specified  their  contents. 

''The  introductory  course,  my  friends,  which  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  offer  you,  principally  consists 
of  eggs,  fish,  and  insects.  I  need  not  inform  you 
that  the  first  of  these  articles  has  from  time  imme- 
morial formed  the  leading  dish  at  eyery  Roman 
feast ;  nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  to  apologise  for 
adhering  to  a  custom  which  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  few  suryiving  relics  of  ancient  simplicity ;  and 
from  which  the  boldest  of  our  modern  epicures  have 
neyer  ventured  to  depart.  The  several  preparations 
of  fish  which  accompany  the  eggs,  have  been  care- 
fnlly  selected,  and  I  trust  will  not  be  found  wholly 

come  obsolete  in  the  days  of  Piso.  This  objection,  however, 
cannot  apply  to  the  manner  in  which  the  guests  were  distin* 
gnished  from  each  other  by  their  hose. 
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unworthy  of  your  notice.  Here  is  a  dish,  for  in- 
stance, which  I  think  few  of  yon  will  despise*  It 
consists  of  a  dozen  surmnllets,*  the  least  of  which 
weighs  three  poands  and  a  half,  and  the  largest 
more  than  six.  I  purchased  the  latter  at  the  rate  of 
a  thousand  sesterces  a  pouiid,t — a  great  price  it  must 
be  confessed, — but  the  value  of  the  fish  increases  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude ;  so  that  I  was  obliged 
to  pay  heavily  for  those  of  the  larger  siee,  though  the 
little  ones  were  reasonable  enough.  But,  perhaps," 
added  he,  with  an  inquiring  look,  ^*  I  should  prove  to 
the  company  that  I  have  asserted  nothing  but  the 
truth  respecting  these  enormous  muUi.  Let  us  put 
their  ponderosity  to  the  test." 

So  saying,  he  called  for  a  pair  of  scales;  then, 
with  their  assistance,  he  proceeded  to  ascertain  the 
weight  of  .the  fattest  of  the  fish  he  named,  with 
as  much  care  and  accuracy  as  would  hare  been 
employed  by  a  chemist  or  a  coiner,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  some  nice  experiment.  The  result  proved 
satisfactory;  the  truth  of  his  assertion  was  con- 
firmed, and  he  grinned  frightfully  in  triumph. 

Having  sent  away  the  scales,  **  Here  also/'  said  he, 
<«yau  will  find  the  scams  and  lagais — ^fish  of  ines- 

*  MmUui  barbatui,  or  red  surmullet  of  the  Mediterranean ;  or 
perhaps  the  turmulettUy  striped  surmullet;  both  good  in  their  way. 
f  About  forty-eight  pounds  for  each  fish. 
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tifliabte  worth,  sad  of  which  many  strange  tales  are 
related  by  natnraiistSy — so  strange,  indeed,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  one  half  of  them.  The  first  is 
said  to  be  a  ruminating  fisfa»  whieh  chews  the  cad 
Kke  a  beast ;  the  other,  thongb  a  naitiTe  of  the  ocean, 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  hare. 

''  I  have  likewise,  as  yon  may  perceive,  taken  care 
to  provide  you  with  shell-fish,  of  varioos  sorts,  and 
adapted  to  the  rank  of  the  respective  eaters.  There 
are  lobsters  of  extraordinary  delicacy  at  this  end  of 
the  board ;  crabs  of  inferior  quality  (or  the  folk  below 
the  salt-cellar.  Those  oysters  to  the  left  are  of  the 
genuine  Rotupian*  sort.  Suillius  Crassus,  oblige 
me  by  potting  them  to  the  proof.  You  will  find 
them,  I  think,  considerably  better  than  thoae  bred  on 
the  Lncrine  Sands,  which,  however,  are  excellent  in 
their  way.  All  the  oysters  obtained  from  the  coast 
of  Britain  are  particularly  sweet,  unless, — ^which, 
indeed,  not  nnseldom  happens, — they  spoil  upon  the 
voyage  to  out  shores. 

**  Do  you  see,"  continued  he,  addressing  himself 
to  Scribonios  Mummius,  '^do  you  see  that  large, 
globular,  tran^rent  vessel  to  the  xifhtl  It  con- 
tains cold  water,  with  six  living  fish  swimming 
about  in  it,  as  in  their  native  deep.    They  are  also 

*  RiUupim  lUorOy  the  Foreland  of  Kent. 
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a  kind  of  muUus;  not  so  palatable  a»  tbe  others,  but 
remarkable  for  the  strange  property  which  thej  pes* 
sess  of  changiog  their  colour  while  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  Now  watch  them  well;  one  of  the  attend* 
ants  is  just  about  to  place  a  smali  lamp  under  the 
vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  them  alive.  Factum 
est, — it  is  done.  The  sweet  little  things ! — they'will 
soon  feel  the  heat,  and  then  we  may  expect  a  spec- 
tacle of  the  most  engrossing  interest  JEheu  I — lo ! 
see !  behold !  the  water  begins  to  boil  already !  the 
bubbles  are  rising  to  the  top!  Look  how  the  ill- 
fated  victims  dash  about  from  one  side  of  the  vessel 
to  the  other,  in  their  endeavours  to  escape  I  At  jam 
hoc  opus  €St,-^hvLt  here  is  the  difficulty, — they  cannot 
find  an  outlet  And  observe  how  their  colour  keeps 
varying  by  degrees.  From  white  to  yellow,  from 
yellow  to  red,  from  red  to  purple,  it  changes  in 
regular  succession*  And  now  they  assume  a  dingy 
hue,  which  indicates  their  approaching  end." 

He  ceased,  and  ordered  the  vessel  with  its  par- 
boiled inhabitants  to  be  removed,  while  his  guests 
resumed  the  prostrate  attitude  from  which  they  had 
started  with  one  accord  on  the  commencement  of  the 
sport.  Gratified  at  the  pleasure  they  expressed,  for 
they  were  enthusiastical  in  their  praise,  he  now  called 
one  of  his  professional  carvers,  and  commanded  him 
to  attack  tbe  mighty  rhombtis  which  smoked  on  the 
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centre  of  the  board.  Meanwhile  he  poured  forth  a 
long  gtring  of  apologies  for  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
dressed,  explained  the  canse  which  had  prevented 
his  cooks  from  boiling  it>  and  during  the  process  of 
catting  it  up,  familiarly  discussed  its  merits*  No  por« 
tion  of  this  sacred  food  would  he  permit  the  wretches 
at  the  bottom  of  the  table  to  enjoy :  he  ordered  them 
instead  a  great  tough  polypus,  which  the  artificers  of 
the  kitchen  had  scarcely  rendered  eatable  by  an 
houx^s  pounding  in  the  mortar.  Having  himself 
devoured  some  mouthfuls  of  the  rhombus,  and  ob- 
serving that  the  magnates  in  his  vicinity  were  still 
employed  upon  it,  he  thought  himself  bound  to  re- 
sume the  discourse^  for  theit  edification  and  amuse- 
ment. 

**  Touching  the  insects/'  said  he,  "  which  form  a 
pecoliar  feature  in  our  repast,  I  would  have  you  to 
know  that  there  are  two  sorts  on  the  table,  the  one 
being  snails,  the  other  green  caterpillars.  The  first 
you  will  observe  are  of  very  tolerable  size ;  they  are 
almost  as  big  as  ordinary  pullets.  It  is  true  that  our 
ancestors  would  have  r^^arded  such  dimensions  with 
contempt ;  but  I  speak  of  the  size  which  they  com- 
monly attain  at  present.  Ob  that  I  had  lived  in 
the   days   of  Fulvins   Herpinus!*  that   illustrious 

*  Plisy  relates  that  this  woaderful  man  once  showed  him  a 
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snail-feeder,  who  ao  well  understood  bis  art,  that  Us 
snails  became  larger  than  the  largest  tarkeys ! 

''  The  other  dish  of  insects  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  to  jroa  is  a  fricassee  of  caterpillars ;  *  not 
the  brown-headed  caterpillars  of  Pbrygia  and  Pontas, 
hut  onr  own  indigenous  green  ones.  They  were 
found  npon  an  oak  tree  at  one  of  my  country  villas, 
and  I  ordered  them  to  be  preserved  in  bran  till  they 
grew  fat  and  verdanL" 

So  saying  he  called  for  the  delicioas  viands  which 
he  so  well  described,  and  presently  gobbled  up  half 
a  snail,  and  several  large  green  caterpillars. 

The  first  course  of  the  banquet  was  now  drawing 
to  a  close.  Two-thirds  of  the  rltombus  were  at  least 
devoured.  Suillus  Crassus  had  consumed  to  his  own 
share  no  less  than  three  of  the  greatest  surmnllets,  a 
scarus,  a  lagois,  and  some  two  or  three  hundred 
Rutupian  oysters.  Animated  by  his  example,  the 
rest  of  the  company  had  all  crammed  to  suffocation ; 
a  thing  which  seems  almost  incredible,  for  they  could 
not  but  have  known  that  the  best  part  of  the  treat 
yet  remained  behind.  In  short,  the  whole  party  lay 
back  on  their  beds,  in  a  posture  of  supine  abandon- 
ment, (for  they  had  now  reversed  their  first  position) 

snail-shell  which  contained  two  gallons  of  liquor  without  over- 
flowing ! 

*  These  are  thought  to  ha?e  been  the  lanu  of  the  stag-beetle. 
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wdtitig,  as  it  seemed,  with  oDtire  resignation  for  any- 
thing more  which  it  might  please  their  host  to  send 
th^n»  in  addition  to  the  blessings  which  they  had 
already  enjoyed.  Nor  was  their  patience  pot  severely 
to  the  proof;  for  the  fragments  of  the  feast  being 
removed,  a  long  train  of  servants  were  seen  to  enter 
the  apartment,  and  place  the  second  coarse  apon  the 
table. 

A  peacock  occupied  the  centre  dish,  standing  bolt 
upright,  with  all  its  feathers  on ;  some  biasing  tow 
being  placed  between  its  beak  to  increase  the  eccen- 
tridty  of  its  appearance.  How  the  gastronomers  of 
the  kitchen  had  contrived  to  dress  the  carcase  of  the 
bird  without  injuring  its  gorgeous  plumage,  it  is 
impossible  to  divine;  the  thing  is  involved  in  that 
sort  of  obscurity  which  the  eye  of  an  antiquary  in 
vain  endeavours  to  pierce*  If,  however,  I  might 
venture  to  make  a  guess  upon  the  subject,  (like  the 
scholiasts  of  old,  who  never  failed  to  conjecture 
where  they  could  not  expound,)  1  should  say  that 
the  cooks  had  denuded  the  creature  in  the  ordinary 
way^  and  after  submitting  it  to  the  roasting  process, 
had  cleverly  replaced  its  feathers. 

About  forty  other  dishes  of  poultry  surrounded  the 
important  peacock.  There  were  phoenicopters  (or 
flamingoes)  in  abundance;  nightingales,  thrushes^ 
larks,   and    linnets;    pheasants,  quails,   partridges. 
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and  the  like.  There  were,  also,  docks  and  geete, 
but  these  being  common^  vere  regarded  with  eotH 
tempt,  and  only  made  their  appearance  on  the  lower 
division  of  the  table.  Several  made^ishes,  aad  a 
profnsion  of  vegetables,  formed  an  agreeable  addition 
to  this  part  of  the  meal. 

When  every  thing  was  arranged,  and  die  carvers 
stood  flourishing  their  knives  and  forks,  in  readiness 
to  obey  the  orders  of  their  master,  that  important 
personage  raised  himself  **  on  end,''  and  spake  den* 
tentionsly  as  follows : 

'*  I  trust,  my  friends,  I  shall  not  be  deemed  i^ 
liberal  for  having  thus  stinted  you  to  a  single  pea* 
cock.  I  assure  you  that  I  was  actuated  by  no  paltry 
motives  of  economy,  but  rather  by  a  laudable 
attention  to  your  own  welfare,  for  it  is  a  melancholy 
fact  that  nothing  can  be  more  tough  and  indigestible 
than  the  flesh  of  this  beaatifal  though  pernicious  • 
bird.  Should  yon  eat  of  it  to  excess,  and  then 
enter  the  warm  bath,  the  best  physicians  agree  in 
thinking  diat  death  must  inevitably  ensue.  I  have 
determined  therefore  to  circumscribe  your  enjoy- 
ments in  order  to  preserve  your  health, — perhaps 
your  very  existence ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  have 
endeavoured  to  supply  yon  copiously  with  more 
wholesome  sorts  of  food.    These  singing-birds,  for 
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example,  joa  vitl  find  both  teoder  and  Qiitiitioos> 
nay,  00  liigUy  aaltttary*  that  phyaiciaos  do  not  on- 
frequently  prawribe  them  to  the  sick  instead  of 
medkane ;  thtta  Pliny  the  yoanger  infonns  us  in  his 
epistles,  that  daring  his  oonvaleseenoe  from  a  iin* 
gering  illness,  he  once  fonnd  it  expedient  to  eat  a 
thrash.  SutUius  Crassas,  permit  me  to  send  yon  a 
Gonple  of  the  nightingales:  I  think  yon  will  find 
them  of  very  tolerable  quality;  and  no  doubt  yon 
will  be  able  to  distbgnish  the  wild  ones  from  the 
tame,  the  male  from  the  female,  and  so  on,  by  the 
peculiar  flavonr  of  each ;  for  I  am  told  that  none  of 
our  Boman  epicures  have  a  more  diieriminating 
palate  than  yous.'* 

The  bulky  gourmand,  nothing  loth,  received  the 
proffered  songsters  on  his  plate,  and  their  delicate 
limbs  were  soon  heard  to  crunch  between  his  strong 
though  ancient  grinders.  His  small  grey  eyes 
twinkled  with  delight ;  his  cheeks  reddened  from  the 
excess  of  his  raptures,  and  a  portion  of  saliva  (it  was 
but  a  little)  flowed  slowly  from  the  comers  of  his 
mouth.  At  length,  having  completed  the  work  of 
mastication,  his  wonted  equanimity  returned.  Then 
fadng  about  towards  a  large  raised  pie,  he  sat  with 
his  eyes  fixed  steadfastly  upon  its  substantial  crust 
The  lord  of  the  feast  failed  not  to  observe  him,  and 
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hastened  to  relieve  his  wants.  Ere  he  did  so,  how^ 
ever,  he  addressed  him  in  a  soodiing  and  concilift- 
tory  strain  as  follows : — 

**  That  pie,  O  Crassus,  which  you  seem  to  regard 
with  such  tender  affection,  oontaihs  within  its  bosom 
the  livers  of  three  geese, — the  genaine  geese  of 
Ferrara, — swelled  by  a  particular  process  to  an  im- 
mense size.  Yonr  gastronomical  studies  have 
doubtless  made  you  acquainted  with  that  process, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  the  uninitiated,  I  shall  say  a 
few  words  concetning  it.  You  must  know  thent** 
continued  he,  raising  his  voice,  and  addressing  him* 
self  to  the  whole  company,  **  that  the  operators  take 
a  living  goose,  strip  its  breast  of  feathers,  chain  the 
creature  in  the  chimney  comer,  and  nourish  it  before 
the  fire.  The  heat  and  the  confinement  give  rise  to 
a  species  of  hepatical  disorder,  and  the  liver  in  con- 
sequence becomes  enlarged.'** 

That  said,  he  ordered  one  of  his  carvers  to  dissect 
the  pie;  and  notwithstanding  the  horrible  effluvia 
which  issued  from  its  interior  on  the  removal  of  the 
crust,  Suillius  Crassus  eagerly  accepted  of  a  huge 
slice,  which  he  forthwith  gobbled  up  with  as  muoh 
voracity  as  if  he  had  eaten  nothing  for  a  week.  Hia 
host,  who  seemed  to  regard  him  with  increasing  ad- 

*  These  were  the  ''  Strasburg  pies"  of  antiquity. 
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miratioii,  DOW  seat. him  an  immenie  pkite  of  stewed 
moshrooaif,  assaring  him  at  the  same  time  that  they 
were  not  a  whit  inferior  to  those  designated  by 
Nero^  *' food  for  the  gods/'  in  allusion  to  his  deified 
predeeeaaor*  Clandins,  who  had  been  poisoned  by 
eating  them.  After  this,  the  great  man  looked 
scomfnlly  towards  the  bottom  of  the  tabie,  and  sent 
a  qnantity  of  spongy  toadstools  to  his  miserable 
clients. 

Meanwhile  the  rest  of  the  company  devoored  the 
good  things  that  fell  in  their  way  with  much  appa- 
rant  satisfaction.  The  warblers  were  sacrificed 
without  dsstmction  to  their  inordinate  appetites ;  the 
gaaw  of  ail  sorts  fell  a  prey  to  their  insatiable  maws; 
even  the  dncks  and  geese  were  involTod  in  the  uni- 
versal carnage,  and  the  tumefied  Uvers  shared  a 
similar  fate.  The  peaoodk  was  alone  presenrcd, — 
preserved  by  its  own  tonghness,  and  the  awfal  de- 
nunciations of  its  master.  Mounted  on  the  shouMers 
of  a  stalwart  slave,  it  withdrew  from  the  field  in  a 
whole  skin,  while  the  mutilated  bodies  of  its  oou* 
federates  and  allies  were  hastily  swept  away,  and 
abandoned  to  the  dogs. 

Some  minutes  elapsed  ere  the  btrodoetion  of  the 
third  course;  and  this  interval  (I  speak  it  with 
regret,)  was  employed  by  the  company  after  a  fashion 
which,  though  sanctioned  by  the  customs  of  the  age, 
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'would  unqnestionably  be  crimiDal  to  the  last  degree 
m  the  eyes  of  our  contemporaries.  To  touch  upon 
the^subject  in  any  way  is  diflScuit ;  to  treat  of  it  with 
delicacy  is  impossible.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  duty 
to  chronicle  the  revolting  incident,  and  I  shall  not 
flinch  from  my  task. 

Be  it  known,  then,  that  just  about  the  period  in 
question,  several  of  the  company  were  seen  to  slip 
down  from  their  beds,  and  quit  the  apartment  in  pro- 
found silence.  Then  entering  an  adjoining  chamber, 
certain  persons  received  them  with  an  air  of  mys- 
tery, and  proffered  unto  each  a  silver  goblet,  the 
contents  of  which  they  forthwith  swallowed  as  fast  as 
they  could, — holding  their  noses  at  the  same  time  as 
if  they  abominated  the  taste.  The  effects  of  the 
potion  were  presently  perceived.  Scarce  was  it 
down  when  the  features  of  the  drinkers  became  con* 
vulsed;  their  cheeks  turned  pale,  their  lips  grew 
blacky  and  the  heavings  of  their  chest  bore  witness 
to  the  struggles  taking  place  within.  What  ensued 
afterwards  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  describe. 
Luckily  there  were  lots  of  basins  in  readiness,  and 
the  slaves  were  used  to  the  job.  The  patients 
speedily  recovered,  purified  themselves  by  an  ablu- 
tioui  and  returned  to  the  Ccenaculum  as  brisk  as 
bees,  and  as  hungry  as  hounds.  I  forbear  to  desig- 
nate the  individuals  concerned  in  this  scandalous 
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affiur ;  with  the  exception  iodeed,  of  Suillios  Ctaasos, 
who  having  set  the  example,  deserves  to  be  branded 
with  the  disgrace.  Two  persons^  however,  I  must 
exempt  from  having  borne  any  part  in  it  throaghont 
This  pair  were  our  friends  Piso  and  liis  philosophical 
nncle ;  who  from  the  first  resisted  the  importunities 
of  their  companions,  and  declared  they  would  rather 
expire  from  repletion  than  adopt  so  villanous  a  onre. 

The  third  course  chiefly  consisted  of  roast  meat, 
and  other  substantial  dishes.  Amongst  the  rest,  a 
monstrous  wild  boar,  served  up  whole  like  the  pea- 
cock,  formed  a  beautiful  and  attractive  object  from 
which  few  of  the  company  were  able  to  withdraw 
their  eyes.  The  Praefect,  in  particular^  kept  viewing 
it  with  an  expression  of  almost  parental  tenderness, 
and  spake  of  it  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise,  so  that 
many  of  his  hearers  thought  him  fulsome,  and  inordi- 
nately proud  of  his  own  possessions. 

*'  That  splendid^animal/'  said  he,  **  is  in  my*  mind 
infinitely  superior  to  the  Caledonian  boar  slain  by 
Meleager  of  old ;  and  what  greatly  adds  to  its  merits 
in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  captured  it  myself,  about  a 
wedi  ago,  after  a  chase  which  lasted  five  hours  and 
a  half.  Not  that  I  pursued  the  beast  myself;  for 
that  would  have  been  a  very  unprofitable  manner  of 
spending  my  time.  No,  no,  my  friends ;  I  sat  still 
under  a  spreading  plane*tree  all  the  while,  composing 
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a  philosophical  essay,  which  I  had  almost  finished 
when  my  huntsmen  oame  to  inform  me  that  they  had 
driven  the  game  into  the  nets  spread  to  receive  it. 
Then»  grasping  my  spear,  I  hastened  to  the  place 
which  they  pointed  out,  and  there  found  the  monsler 
caught  securely  in  the  toils, — so  firmly  and  securely, 
indeed,  that  all  his  efforts  to  escape  were  ineffectiial. 
Instantly,  I  rushed  towards  him,  and  regardless  of 
the  grunts  with  which  he  greeted  me,  pricked  him 
repeatedly  with  my  long  sharp  lance,  whereby  hia 
rage  was  so  much  increased,  that  an  ordinary  man 
would  have  been  almost  frightened  out  of  his  senses. 
I,  however,  kept  my  place,  and  made  such  good  use 
of  my  weapon,  that  ere  long,  the  bristly  creature  fell 
fMToatrate  on  the  earth  in  an  exhausted  state ;  then 
plunging  a  knife  in  his  brawny  throat,  I  put  a  period 
to  his  existence." 

Having  described  this  safe  and  easy  method  of 
hunting,  which,  by  the  by,  was  far  from  being  pecu- 
liar to  himself,  but  rather,  on  the  contrary,  a  common 
practice  with  his  conntrymen,  the  Praefect  ordered 
the  mighty  porker  to  be  cut  up,  and  during  the  per- 
formance of  the  ceremony,  continued  to  hold  fiHlh 
about  other  culinary  matters. 

**  Peradveutnre,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to 
the  whole  company  in  a  grave  authcNritative  stji^ 
*'  peradventure  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  wt  of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80    AXD  THB   PREFECT.  119 

man  to  devise  a  more  celestial  di^h  than  the  aumen 
of  a  sow,  fried  with  sweet  wine  bbA  honey,   oil, 
pepper,  and  cloves.     Sach  a  delictoas  morsel  have  I 
now  the  honour  to  offer  yon ;  yon  will  find  it  under 
the  cover  to  the  right  of  the  central  dish; — and, 
moreover,  I  can  assure  you  with  a  safe  conscience, 
that  it  has  been  very  carefully  prepared, — ^the  process 
having  been  superintended  by  myself.    The  animal 
to  which  it  belonged  was  reared  at  one  of  my  country 
Tillas ;  and  the  day  after  she  had  farrowed,  I  con- 
trived by  a  dexterous  application  of  ligatures,   to 
prevent  the  milk  from  making  its  escape,  and  thus 
confined,    it  gradually  diffused  itself  through  the 
whole  body  of  the  beast.    As  for  the  dressing,  you 
all  know  that  I  have  a  very  good  cook,  and  that 
no   condiments,  however  costly,  are  spared  in  my 
kitchen.    There  the  most  precious  spices  of  the  East 
are  used  as  if  they  were  common  garden  herbs ; 
ginger  and  cinnamon  are  employed  instead  of  mint, 
and  pepper,  which  sells  for  its  weight  in  gold,  is  used 
instead  of  cummin.    The  sumen  you  will  find  has 
the  true  milky  taste. 

'*  On  the  other  ade  of  the  boar/'  continued  the 
magisterial  epicure ;  "  you  may  perceive  a  large  sil- 
ver  platter,  containing  a  sort  of  olio,  or  hotchpotch, 
originally  invented  by  that  much  slandered  prince 
Vitellins,  who,  whatever  may  have  been  his  capacity 
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for  goyernmenty  was  at  least  a  man  of  good  taste  in 
eating.  In  this  incomparable  mess  are  bleuded  toge- 
ther the  livers  of  giltheads^  the  brains  of  pheasants 
and  peacocks,  the  tongnes  of  phoenicopters,  and  the 
melts  of  lampreys,  besides  many  other  rarities,  too 
tedious  to  be  named.  I  regret  much  that  I  am  un- 
able to  gratify  you  with  a  sight  of  the  identical 
platter  used  by  Yiteliius  himself.  It  was  valued  at 
no  less  a  sum  than  a  million  of  sesterces,  yet  the  bar- 
barous Hadrianus  caused  it  to  be  destroyed*  I  am 
only  in  possession  of  an  ordinary  dish,  which  cost  me 
comparatively  but  a  trifle." 

Here  the  Prasfect  terminated  his  harangue,  for  a 
vast  plate  of  rich  and  juicy  swine's  flesh  was  set  before 
him.  Falling  to  with  redoubled  energy,  he  shouted 
to  his  admiring  compeers  to  follow  his  example,  and 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the  whole  host  of  assembled 
epicures  rushed  to  the  assault,  struggling  pro- 
miscuously amongst  the  dishes,  and  striving  for  pre- 
eminence, like  warriors  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Meanwhile  a  number  of  Gaditanean  dancing  girls 
were  introduced,  who  performed  the  bolero,  and 
-  other  Spanish  dances,  for  the  amusement  of  the  com- 
pany. They  were  at  first  little  noticed ;  but  when 
the  spectators  had  satisfied  their  hunger,  or  rather, 
when  every  one  amongst  them  had  crammed  to  suf- 
focation, the  voluptuous  exhibition  began  to  be  more 
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porticalarly  observed,  and  the  saltatory  joung  ladies 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  their  graceful  movements 
extolled  in  the  most  enthusiastic  terms,  and  their 
personal  attractions  commended  in  a  no  less  flattering 
strain. 

During  the  performance  of  this  solemn  ceremony, 
the  PrsBfect,  who  affected  to  look  upon  it  with  con- 
tempt, called  for  his  writing  materials,  and  proceeded 
to  scribble  a  good  many  notes  and  letters ;  not  that 
he  had  actually  any  pressing  business  on  his  hands ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  never  more  at  leisure  in  his 
life ;  but  he  wished  to  make  the  company  admire  the 
vast  grasp  of  his  mind,  which  could  thus  fix  itself  on 
state  affairs  in  the  midst  of  a  jovial  entertainment. 

When  he  had  finished  the  task,  he  despatched  a 
tabellariuSy  (or  letter  carrier)  with  his  epistolary  pro- 
ductions, and  leaned  bad  on  his  couch ;  whereupon 
the  attendants,  seeing  him  unemployed,  placed 
several  huge  flagons  of  wine  before  him,  together 
with  a  variety  of  splendid  drinking-cups,  made  of 
massive  gold,  and  studded  with  the  richest  jewels. 
These  preparations  seemed  to  indicate  an  approach- 
ing  tippling  match.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  the  guests  had  hitherto  abstained  from 
liquor,  for  such  a  supposition  would  not  only  be 
erroneous,  but  unjust  and  derogatory  to  their  host, 
who  had,  throughout,  treated  them  with  the  utmost 
VOL.  I.  G 
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liberality,  and  indulged  them  in  frequent  potations  to 
wash  down  their  food. 

Being  thus  provided  with  his  implements,  and 
having  his  cap-bearer  at  hand,  the  great  man  eyed 
the  several  flagons  with  an  air  of  satisfaction,  and 
scrutinised  their  seals ;  after  which  he  named  them 
in  rotation,  one  by  one. 

'*  The  first,"  said  he,  "  is  Falernian, — properly  so 
called.    The  next  is  genuine  Setian,  which,  being 
also  the  produce  of  Campania,  is  sometimes  con- 
founded with  the  wines  of  Mount  Falemus.    The 
third  is  Alban ;  fa[mous  stuff  when  old, — as  this  is^ — 
but  rather  hot  and  heady  when  first  expressed  from 
the  grape.    The  fourth  is  Surrentine,  a  light  but 
delicious  wine,  and  so  wholesome  that  the  faculty 
prescribe  it  to  their  patients.     Rhetian  is  the.fifth, — 
the  favorite  beverage  of  the  great  Augustas.    The 
sixth  vessel,  which  yo«  perceive  has  a  wide  neck,  is 
more  than  half  filled  with  that  precious  balm  which  a 
few  years  since  sold  for  its  weight  in  gold,  and  which 
can  hardly  now  be  obtained  at  that,  or  any  other 
price.    It  is  wine  two  centuries  old  at  least    Time 
has  changed  it  to  the  consistency  of  honey,  so  that  it 
is  no  longer  drinkable,  but  it  still  imparts  an  exquisite 
flavour  to  the  liquors  in  which  it  is  infused.     We 
shall  try  its  effects  to-day. — ^Novellius  Bibulns,  which 
wine  will  you  have  ?" 
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The  person  to  whom  this  question  was  addressed, 
had  reserved  himself  surprisingly  tfarougbont  the 
banquet  He  had  eaten  little  in  comparison  with  the 
rest,  he  had  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to 
reinvigorate  his  digestive  organs,  which  occurred 
after  the  second  course,  and  he  had  as  yet  drunk 
nothing  but  some  vinegar  and  water  with  his  meat. 
When,  therefore,  he  heard  the  question  of  his  host, 
which  he  justly  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  challenge, 
he  replied  with  a  good  deal  of  confidence  and  pluck, 
that  he  preferred  the  true  Falemian;  adding  mo- 
destly at  the  end  of  this  spirited  response,  that  he 
"  wished  for  a  pretty  large  draught." 

The  host  assented  with  a  nod  of  approbation,  and 
directed  his  Ganymede  to  filf  one  of  the  goblets  to  the 
brim.  No  sooner,  however,  did  the  toper  perceive 
what  they  were  about,  than  be  gave  utterance  to  a 
strange  sound  between  a  chuckle  and  a  g^nt,  and 
inquired  whether  it  was  their  intention  to  insult  him 
by  offering  him  such  a  nut-shell  as  that?  —  ''The 
contents  of  which,"  he  added,  **  a  child  might  swallow 
at  a  gulp." 

Surprised  at  what  he  heard,  for  the  goblet  held 
upwards  of  a  quart,  the  Prs&fect  was  nevertheless  by 
no  means  inclined  to  undervalue  the  declaration  as  a 
brag,  or  disregard  it  as  a  joke.  Commanding  his 
attendants,  therefore,  to  produce  a  huge  alabaster 
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vase  which  stood  upon  a  neighbouring  side-board, 
ready  for  use,  he  proceeded  to  charge  it  with  the 
choicest  Falernian,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  three 
congii  which  it  was  calculated  to  contain^  and  then 
presented  it  with  a  smile  of  encouragement  to  his 
extraordinary  guest,  who  stood  waiting  its  approach 
in  silence.  Novellius  Bibulus  was  far  from  being 
daunted  at  the  sight;  he  straightways  raised  the 
mighty  vessel  to  his  mouth,  which  his  great  strength 
enabled  him  to  do  without  assistance.  Grasping  it 
in  his  arms,  he  thus  held  the  burthen  aloft  on  a 
level  with  his  face,  hoisting  it  higher  and  higher  by 
degrees,  as  he  unloaded  it  of  its  contents ;  nor,  in- 
credible as  it  may  seem,  did  he  once  remove  it  from 
his  lips  till  every  drop  was  drained,  when  turning  to 
the  company,  who  beheld  him  with  astonishment,  he 
triumphantly  displayed  it,  empty. 

This  wonderful  exploit  called  forth  reiterated 
plaudits,  and  all  the  spectators  agreed  in  thinking 
that  Novellius  Bibulus  was  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to 
his  celebrated  ancestor,*  who  once  performed  a  very 
similar  feat  in  the  august  presence  of  Tiberius. 

Among  the  rest,  Basilides  of  Antioch  was  hngely 
delighted  with  the  performance ;  and  wishing  to  dis- 

*  This  was  probably  Noyellius  Torquatus,  suniamed  Tricon- 
gius,  or  (as  it  may  be  translated)  the  Man  of  Three  Gallons. 
A  can^iut  however  was  not  quite  so  much  as  an  English  gallon. 
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tiogoish  himself  in  the  same  way,  he  started  from  his 
conch,  and  called  for  the  great  yase,  declaring  that 
he  would  swallow  its  contents,  or  perish  in  the  at- 
tempt. In  Tain  did  his  host  and  others  endeayoar  to 
dissuade  him  from  the  rash  design.  He  was  deaf 
to  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends ;  laughed  at  their 
apprehensions,  and  assured  them  in  his  elegant  phra- 
seology, that  "  is  ead  was  strong,  and  is  and  steady, 
and  e  oped  the  dose  would  do  im  no  arm."  It  was 
therefore  found  necessary  to  yield  to  his  request,  and 
the  vessel  being  again  filled,  was  brought  to  him  by 
two  stout  slaves,  who,  sturdy  as  they  were,  almost 
sank  beneath  its  weight.  He  received  it  from  their 
hands  with  many  demonstrations  of  joy,  supfwrted  it 
in  his  arms  with  less  diflSculty  than  had  been  ex- 
pected, and  putting  his  lips  to  the  brink,  began  to 
gulp  down  its  contents  with  the  utmost  perseverance 
and  despatch.  When  however  he  had  swallowed 
some  three  or  four  quarts,  his  countenance  was  seen 
to  alter,  and  his  whole  frame  became  tremulous  from 
head  to  foot.  His  cheeks  grew  turgid,  his  eyes 
started  from  their  sockets,  and  the  veins  of  his  fore- 
head so  palpably  increased,  that  they  seemed  on  the 
very  point  of  bursting.  But  nothing  could  subdue 
his  valiant  heart.  Encouraged  by  the  plaudits  libe- 
rally bestowed  upon  him,  he  still  continued  to  drink, 
and  doubtless  would  have  accomplished  his  purpose, 
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had  not  frail  nature  giyen  way  in  the  attempt  Hitf 
senses  suddenly  forsook  him ; — he  fell  flat  on  his  fiioe 
as  if  struck  by  a  thunderbolt  The  yessel  dropped 
from  his  hands ;  one-third  of  the  liquor  ran  out  upon 
the  floor ;  the  rest  was  ingulfed  in  his  capacious  nuiw 
for  ever. 

Prompt  assistance  was  rendered  to  the  sufferer. 
He  was  raised  with  the  greatest  care,  and  placed  on 
one  of  the  couches*  where  he  lay  for  some  time  with* 
out  exhibiting  any  signs  of  life*  so  that  his  friends 
began  to  apprehend  he  had  actually  fallen  a  sacrifice 
to  his  noble  ambition.  But  their  fears  proved  ground- 
less, for  after  giving  utterance  to  a  dismal  groan» 
he  came  to  himself;  and  the  first  thing  he  did  upon 
opening  his  eyes,  was  to  inquire  whether  he  had 
swallowed  the  stipulated  quantity  ?  the  confusion  of 
his  mind  having  been  such  as  to  prevent  him  from 
knowing  the  true  state  of  the  case.  It  therefore  be- 
came necessary  to  tell  him  that  he  had  failed  to  per- 
form his  task;  but  the  painful  intelligence  being  con- 
veyed to  him  with  delicacy,  the  sharpness  of  the 
sting  was  removed,  and  he  bore  his  disappointment 
with  a  great  deal  of  patience  and  resignation.  The 
resources  of  his  own  mind,  too,  administered  conso- 
lation to  him  in  his  extremity,  for,  said  he  to  himself, 
''  Does  not  istory  hinform  bus,  that  Halexhander 
the  Great  once  met  with  a  similar  mishap ;  nay,  that 
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is  deatk  was  at  last  IioccaaoBed  hj  himmoderata 
diiokkig?  Why  then  ahonld  I,  a  ninirie  bindiyi* 
daal,  repine  at  a  lot  which  his  not,  hafter  hall,  by 
haoy  meaoa  so  had  as  that  of  the  eonqnerorof  theole 
worid?'' 

Warned  by  this  deplorable  examploy  no  one  dse  at 
table  presumed  to  rival  the  doughty  Bibnlns  in  bis 
own  way ;  bnt  anxions  to  distinguish  himself  after 
another  fashion,  Yihins  Poppius,  the  man  of  gal- 
lantry, arose,  and  proposed  that  the  company  should 
drink  the  healths  of  their  sweethearts,  in  as  many 
cupa  as  each  of  those  ladies  had  letters  in  her  name ; 
a  proposal  which  met  with  very  general  approbation, 
almoat  every  man  present  being  anxious  to  boast  of 
his  own  amatorj  exploits.  Accordingly  the  goUets 
were  all  filled ;  and  Vitalianus  himself,  as  the  first  in 
rank,  was  called  upon  to  b^^. 

Looking  askance  towards  his  wife,  who  still  sat 
pompously  at  his  right  hand,  he  seemed  to  hesitate 
for  a  moment  about  what  was  to  be  done ;  bnt  ob- 
serving the  supercilious  expression  of  her  counte- 
nance, which  at  once  betokened  indifierence  and 
contempt,  he  turned  to  the  company,  and  told  them 
with  a  simper,  that  he  should  first  drink  five  cups  to 
Lydia,  then  three  to  Ida,  and  lastly  seven  to  Lycoris ; 
those  being  the  names  of  his  three  chief  favourites. 
Many  of  the  ladies  present,  upon  hearing  him  thus 


Digitized 


by  Google 


128  FISO  AND  THE   PBJBFSCT. 

acknowledge  the  variety  of  his  inclinations,  tittered 
among  themselves,  and  began  to  regard  him  with  a 
feeling  of  veneration  for  which  they  could  not  ac- 
count; nor  was  this  sentiment  abated  when  they  saw 
him  absorb  the  fifteen  potions  to  which  he  had  so 
gallantly  condemned  himself.     Having  finished  the 
task,  he  plumped  down  upon  his  couch,  and  ordered 
the  cups  to  be  given  to  Calpurnius  Pbo,  who  re* 
eeived  them  with  a  smile,  and  naming  a  Grecian 
liymph  for  whom  he  had  once  entertained  a  transient 
liking,   drank  off  a  small  quantity  of  liquor,  and 
gave  up    the   contest.      His   behaviour    was  little 
relished  by  his  neighbours,  who  had  expected  some- 
thing more,  from  a  youth  of  his  appearance;  but  as 
he  manifested  no  further  inclination  to  reveal   hb 
amatory  secrets,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to   his   philosophical   uncle,    whose    character   they 
thought  would  now  be  exhibited  in  a  ludicrous  point 
of  view.     Scribonius   Mummius  was  therefore   re- 
quested  to  perform   his  part;  whereupon  he  arose 
with  so  dolorous  an  aspect,  that  his  nephew  was  in 
pain  for  him,  and  the  rest  of  the  party  looked  forward 
with  joy  to  the  sport  which  was  likely  to  ensue.   They 
were,  consequently,  not  a  little  surprised,  when  a 
smile  was  seen  quivering  about  the  corners  of  his 
mouth;  and  after  replenishing  the  cyathi*  with  wine, 

*  Small  drinking-cups  commonly  employed  on  occasions  like  this. 
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be  declared  that  he  drank  to  "  Eudocia  and  Pal- 
cheria/'  two  beaoteons  ladies  whom  he  had  loof^r 
adored,  and  bj  whom  he  was  most  tenderly  beloved 
in  return.  The  astonishment  of  every  one  was  com- 
plete when  he  tossed  off  the  liquor  with  immense 
despatch,  and,  moreover,  rose  triumphant  over  its 
effects,  as  if  the  unusual  solidity  of  his  character  had 
strengthened  his  constitution,  and  exempted  him  from 
the  infirmities  of  ordinary  men.  They  could  not 
withhold  the  tribute  of  applause  so  justly  due  to 
him  ;  and  the  ladies  in  particular  evinced  their 
anxiety  to  atone  for  the  illiberality  vnth  which  they 
had  judged  of  him  at  first. 

It  DOW  fell  to  the  lot  of  Suillius  Crassus  to  display 
his  gallantry,  and  far  worse  did  he  come  off  than  his 
predecessor,  for  having  named  an  individual  whose 
health  he  wished  to  drink,  and  being  closely  interro- 
gated concerning  her,  he  was  forced  to  confess  that 
baring  no  mistress,  he  had  ventured  to  propose  his 
own  wife  as  a  toast.  It  would  be  impossible  to  con- 
vey any  adequate  idea  of  the  derision  with  which 
this  artifice  was  treated.  The  unfortunate  glutton 
was  hissed  and  hooted  by  the  whole  company  at 
once,  and  nothing  but  the  fame  which  he  had  pre- 
viously acquired  as  an  eater,,  could  have  saved  him 
from  the  infliction  of  some  cruel  though  absurd 
punishment, — such  as  that  of  having  a  gallon  of  wine 
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poured  through  a  faunel  down  his  throaty — ^to  ex- 
piate the  enormity  of  his  offence.  Bat  when  the 
tumult  had  bad  time  to  subside,  and  his  extraor- 
dinary merits  were  taken  into  consideratiout  they 
agreed  to  pardon'  him,  on  condition  of  his  taking  the 
first  opportunity'  to  provide  himself  with  a  suitable 
inamorata,  which  he  readily  engaged  to  do»  well 
knowing  as  he  did,  that  his  age  being  against  him, 
and  his  person  far  from  beautiful,  it  was  not  very 
likely  that  such  an  opportunity  would  ever  more 
occur. 

Novellius  Bibufus  followed  next.  The  company 
•  declared  their  willingness  to  exempt  him  on  account 
of  the  great  things  he  had  already  performed ;  hut 
he  scorned  to  avail  himself  of  this  privilege,  and 
without  more  ado  gulped  down  six  good  cups  to 
"  Veleda,"  a  Gallic  damsel,  for  whom  he  professed 
the  most  devoted  love,  albeit  she  was  once  a  captive 
and  a  barbarian.  Nearly  the  same  thing  happened 
in  the  case  of  Basilides,  who  had  now  so  much  reco- 
vered from  the  effects  of  his  inordinate  draught,  that 
he  seized  on  the  occasion  to  prove  his  mettle,  and 
toasted  a  couple  of  Syrian  nymphs,  one  of  whom  he 
said  was  remarkable  for  her  loveliness,  and  theother 
for  having  ''  a  royal  nativity,"  as  the  astrologers  of 
the  east  had  discovered  at  her  birth. 

After  that^  Auruncns  Flaccus,  the  grey-headed 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80  AND  THB   PRAFBCT.  ISl 

courtier,  got  npon  his  legs,  and  looking  mysterionsly 
towards  the  Prsefeot's  spouse,  drank  nine  times 
mnning  to  ''  Lanrentia/'  which,  as  being  the  pr»- 
Domen  of  that  illnstrioos  dame,  excited  suspicions 
of  a  very  peculiar  nature  amongst  the  guests,  who 
equally  admired  the  sagacity  of  the  man,  and  won- 
dered at  the  boldness  of  his  conduct. 

Last  of  all  came  Vibius  Puppius,  the  proposer  of 
the  sport,  and  every  eye  was  rivetted  upon  him  as 
he  rose.  Glancing  at  the  drinking  cups  which  stood 
before  him  to  the  number  of  twenty,  he  begged  to  be 
furnished  with  a  score  or  two  more  of  the  same  sort, 
in  order  that  he  might  not  be  delayed  by  the  procoM  of 
filling  and  re-filling,  "  which  might  otherwise,''  he 
said,  "  last  all  night  long."  His  request  being  com- 
plied with,  and  the  expectations  of  the  company 
raised  to  the  highest  pitch  by  so  curious  a  pre- 
liminary, he  smirked  with  an  air  of  incredible  pup- 
pyism, and  declared  that  he  shonld  drink  in  the 
first  place  to  ''  Ida,  Lydia,  and  Lycoris,  three  loTely 
young  persons  by  whom  he  had  long  been  wor- 
shipped." So  saying,  he  supped  up  the  stipulated 
quantity  of  liquor,  without  seeming  to  notice  the 
stare  of  astoilishment  which  sat  upon  the  Praefect's 
visage;  then,  sending  away  the  empty  vessels,  be' 
slightly  named  the  Grecian  nymph  whose  health  had 
been  drunk  by  Piso ;  after  which  he  exclaimed^  in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


132  PI80  AND  THE   PREFECT. 

a  thunderbg  voice,  '*  to  Eudocia  and  Palcberia  !*' 
and  tossed  off  the  right  number  of  doses  with  un- 
precedented rapidity,  as  if  he  was  much  pressed  for 
time.  In  short,  to  the  utter  consternation  of  his 
friends,  he  re-toasted  all  their  favoarite  toasts,  not 
excepting  the  wife  of  Suillius  Crassus,  or  the  mighty 
and  mysterious  "  Laurentia.*'  Happily  for  the 
braggart,  the  Romans  of  that  age  were  little  addicted 
to  jealousy ;  so  that  when  they  had  oYercome  their 
first  feelings  of  surprise,  they  rather  evinced  a  dis- 
position to  applaud  his  rain-glorious  flourishes  than 
to  censure  them  ;  and  the  ladies  very  generally  de- 
claring themselves  in  his  favour,  he  bore  away  the 
palm  from  all  competitors. 

By  order  of  the  host,  a  number  of  garlands  were 
now  produced,  and  twined  about  the  brows  of  those 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  the  most,  while 
sumptuous  cloaks  were  thrown  over  their  shoulders, 
the  better  to  mark  the  admiration  in  which  they 
were  held. 

The  female  part  of  the  company  had  been  hitherto 
quiescent,  except  in  so  far  as  they  had  aided  and 
abetted  the  efforts  of  the  stronger  sex.  The  fumea 
of  the  liquor  which  they  had  silently  consumed  hav- 
ing however  by  degrees  mounted  into  their  heads, 
they  now  very  evidently  began  to  be  uneasy  at  the 
obssurity  of  their  lot,  which  they  deemed  incompa- 
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tible  with  their  merits.  Lanreutia  Ogaloia  was  the 
first  of  them  roused  to  action.  Her  eyes  flashed  fire, 
aod  the  tower  of  carls  shook  tumoltnoasiv  on  her 
bead«  as  she  seixed  an  eoormoas  goblet  and  attempt* 
ed  the  composition  of  a  luscious  draught,  by  the  in- 
termixture of  yarious  wines,  oils,  ointments  and 
essenoes,  flavoured  with  spices,  and  refrigerated  with 
snow.  Then  raising  the  yessel  to  her  lips,  she  tossed 
off*  its  contents  **  to  the  honour  of  her  friends ;"  who 
acknowledged  the  compliment  by  repeated  cheers, 
and  assured  her  with  sincerity ,  that  a  more  extra- 
ordinary feat  had  not  that  day  been  performed,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  mixture  she  had  swal- 
lowed* They  also  expressed  their  hopes  that  the 
potion  might  have  no  ill  effects ;  but  she  replied  with 
a  smile,  that  they  need  not  be  fearful  on  her  account, 
for  having  accustomed  herself  to  such  stimulating 
doses,  they  merely  produced  a  temporary  elevation 
of  spirits,  without  endangering  her  constitution ;  nay, 
even  as  she  spoke,  the  truth  of  her  words  became 
apparent;  her  utterance  grew  thick,  she  staggered 
in  her  seat,  and  betrayed  many  other  signs  of  mental 
excitement;  while  the  flashing  of  her  cheeks,  and 
the  flashing  of  her  eyes,  (which  though  generally  dull 
as  a  whiting's,  now  beamed  with  intolerable  brightness) 
seemed  to  prove  the  continuance  of  her  bodily  health 
and  vigour. 
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The  example  of  Lanrentia  Oguloia  was  followed 
by  many  of  her  friends  ;— *many  Tentared  apon  the 
nnctnoas  dose,  and  all  who  did  so  were  for  a  while  sen- 
sible of  its  effects.  In  general,  however,  the  draught 
seemed  rather  to  madden  than  to  stnpify  them,  and 
they  committed  acts  of  the  most  frantic  kind  under 
its  influence.  Crowning  their  patroness  with  vine- 
leaves,  they  danced  round  her  like  tipsy  Menades, 
howling  out  the  praises  of  Bacchus  and  the  Mother 
of  the  Gods.  At  last,  in  a  state  bordering  upon  in- 
sanity,  they  rushed  from  the  apartment,  and  quitted 
the  house.  What  befel  them  afterwards,  it  might 
not,  perhaps,  be  decorous  to  inquire ; — it  is  a  subject 
upon  which  I  would  rather  be  ambiguous  than  minute. 
Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  in  order  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment of  theif  minds,  they  repaired  to  the  temple  of 
Isis,  in  a  remote  quarter  of  the  city,  and  employed 
themselves  (as  we  may  suppose)  in  the  worship  of  the 
goddess  during  a  great  portion  of  the  night.  What 
else  could  they  have  done  in  a  place  so  holy,  amongst 
pious  priests  and  their  disciples  ? 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  ladies,  it  became 
evident  that  the  revels  were  drawing  to  a  close,  the 
majority  of  the  guests  being  quite  overcome,  and  their 
host  in  a  state  of  such  violent  excitement,  that  some 
terrible  consequences  seemed  likely  to  ensue,  unless 
he  could  be  speedily  withdrawn  from  table.     It  is 
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true  that  a  few  old  stagen,  with  Noyellias  Bibalus 
at  their  head|  still  aat  soakiag  amongst  the  wine* 
flagons,  without  appearing  to  have  saflered  in  any 
serious  degree  from  the  awf  ol  depth  of  their  potations. 
Some  persons  at  the  lower  end  of  th^  board,  having 
been  less  plied  with  liqonr  than  the  rest,  had  also 
preserved  the  use  of  their  faculties,  amid  the  general 
intellectual  wreck,  and  now  attempted  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  exemption  after  a  manner  no  less  extra- 
ordinary than  characteristic  of  the  age  in  which  they 
lived.  Observing  that  their  host  was  incapable  of 
watching  their  movements,  these  ingenious  indivi- 
duals embraced  the  opportunity  of  pouncing  on  such 
of  the  drinking-cops  as  stood  within  their  reach,  and 
endeavouriug  with  their  nails  to  extract  the  valuable 
jewels  with  which  they  were  embossed.  Could  they 
once  have  succeeded  in  that  arduous  task,  it  would 
not  have  been  a  work  of  much  difficulty  to  have 
pocketed  their  gains  afterwards,  and  borne  them  off 
in  triumph.  But,  alas,  for  the  purloiners !  they  were 
watched  by  a  troop  of  trusty  slaves,  stationed  in  their 
rear  for  the  express  purpose.  Caught  in  the  fact, 
they  were  punished  with  the  most  horrible  severity 
upon  the  spot, — beaten  with  rods,  stripped  to  the 
skin,  and  thrust  into  the  streets  with  ignominy : — 
their  relentless  persecutors  could  devise  nothing 
worse.     How  they  got  home  afterwards  no  one  took 
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tbe  trouble  to  inquire.  For  in  that  barbarous  age, 
cheats  and  pilferers  met  with  little  commiseration, 
unlike  the  more  fortunate  fraudulent  debtor  of  oar 
own  enlightened  times,  whose  sufferings  awake  the 
sympathies  of  a  philanthropic  generation,  and  excite 
the  indignation  of  ail  mankind  against  the  cruelties 
practised  by  the  defrauded  creditor. 

At  last,  the  night  being  pretty  far  advanced,  the 
whole  party  rose  to  depart,  or  were  lifted  from  their 
couches  by  their  friends.  Then  sallying  forth  in  a 
body,  the  weak  were  conveyed  in  litters,  while  the 
strong  proceeded  on  foot,  accompanied  by  music  to 
cheer  them  on  the  way^  and  lighted  by  flambeaux  to 
make  amends  for  the  want  of  a  more  permanent  illu- 
mination of  the  streets.  And  thus  reaching  their 
respective  homes,  they  were  welcomed  by  their 
spouses  with  a  warmth  and  cordiality  unprecedented 
in  the  records  of  connubial  tenderneos. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE   SPECTRES   OF  THE    NIGHT. 

When  the  revels  were  concluded,  Thusnelda  was 
perhaps  the  onlj  one  of  the  whole  party  who  remained 
quite  sober,  and  withdrew  from  the  Coenacolom  with 
a  steady  step.  Rejecting  the  entreaties  of  her  com- 
panions, who  had  wished  her  to  accompany  them  in 
their  devout  pilgrimage  to  the  fane  of  Isis,  she  pre- 
ferred seeking  the  retirement  of  her  own  chamber, 
and  there  endeavouring  to  allay  the  excitement  of 
her  mind  by  solitary  reflection,  and  overcome  her 
weariness  by  rest.  She  was  not  therefore  altogether 
well  pleased  when,  upon  entering  the  apartment,  she 
found  it  occupied  by  an  individual  different  from  her 
ordinary  attendant,  whom  she  had  alone  authorised 
to  wait  for  her.  The  stranger,  however,  came  for- 
ward with  such  an  aspect  of  humility,  and  falling 
upon  one  knee,  so  devoutly  kissed  the  hem  of  her 
garment  as  she  approached,  that  she  soon  forgot  her 
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temporary  displeasure,  and  smiled  with  an  air  of 
encouragement  while  she  told  the  suppliant  to  rise. 
Bat  even  had  her  wrath  been  more  implacable,  it 
could  hardly  have  failed  to  be  mollified  when  she 
found  that  its  object  was  no  other  than  the  young 
slave  whom  she  had  herself  rescued  from  punishment 
the  same  morning,  and  who  was  now  come  to  return 
her  grateful  thanks  for  the  obligation.  Full  of  com- 
passion for  the  ill-used  girl,  and  desirous  of  inspiring 
her  with  confidence,  she  addressed  her  in  a  tone  the 
very  mildest  she  could  assume,  and  directing  her  to 
a  seat  at  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment,  took  a  place 
by  her  side,  and  encouraged  her  to  speak  with 
freedom. 

Little  used  to  the  voice  of  kindness,  Eudocta  was 
evidently  surprised,  and  almost  terrified  at  being 
thus  treated  by  one  so  much  her  superior  in  rank. 
She  coloured,  and  even  trembled  as  she  seated  her* 
self  by  the  side  of  her  patroness,  nor  was  it  for  some 
time  that  the  latter  could  overcome  her  diffidence. 
At  length,  however,  the  soothing  language  of  the 
young  lady  produced  its  due  effect ;  the  lips  of  the 
bondmaid  were  unclosed,  and  beginning  with  a  few 
disjointed  sentences,  she  by  degrees  got  on  to  speeches 
of  more  considerable  length,  till  at  last  the  whole 
floodgates  of  her  eloquence  being  opened,  she  dis- 
coursed with  the  volubility  of  a  modern  Abigail  in 
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the  presence  of  an  indiilgent  mistreM.  Tlnsnelda 
eoeooraged  her  to  proceed ;  and  finding  from  her 
conunnmcationsy  that  she  had  been  present  at  the 
(oregmng  banqaet,  or  at  least  that  she  had  watch^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  company  from  some  obscure 
comer  of  the  room,  she  went  on  to  interrogate  her 
coDceming  the  several  gnestSi  with  whose  persons 
and  ctrcomstances  she  appeared  to  be  sufficiently 
ac^afasted  to  reply.  Yet  it  is  worthy  of 
rmaarky  that  in  proponnding  these  qnesdons^  the 
noble  nymph  made  no  mention  of  Calpnmins  Piso, 
who,  tiiough  rather  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
party,  seemed  to  have  been  quite  obliterated  from 
her  memory  by  his  more  conspicuous  neighbours, 
Vibios  Poppius  and  Basilides  of  Antioch.  About 
the  latter  in  particular,  she  was  very  antious  to  be 
informed,  for  she  had  been  much  surprised  at  finding 
an  actor  admitted  into  the  best  society,  and  even 
treated  with  as  much  consideration  as  the  noblest  of 
the  guests.  But  Eudocia  assured  her  that  there  was 
nothing  unusual  in  the  circumstance,  for  that  although 
sti^e-players  in  general  were  regarded  with  con- 
tempt, the  pantomimes  formed  a  splendid  exception 
to  the  rule,  and  were  held  in  respect  by  all  classes  of 
people  in  the  empire. 

It  was  also  insinuated  by  the  waiting-maid,  that 
there  might  be  an  additional  reason  for  the  distinc- 
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tion  with  which  Basilides  was  received  at  the  table 
of  her  lord.  *'  For/'  said  she,  ''  he  is  a  man  of  the 
most  fascinating  address,  and  his  extraordinary 
beauty  renders  him  but  too  acceptable  to  the  ladies. 
Lanrentia  Ogulnia  hath  a  discriminating  eye,  a  sound 
judgment,  and  an  admirable  taste.  It  is  not  there- 
fore impossible  that  she  may  entertain  a  predilection 
for  so  interesting  a  being;  —  a  predilection  which 
may  be  returned ;  —  neither  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
the  Pr»fect  would  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  Platonic  intercourse.  Nevertheless,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  utmost  caution  should  be  observed ; — 
not  on  account  of  the  lady  herself,  but  in  consideration 
of  her  friend,  the  conduct  of  an  actor  being  closely 
watched  by  the  public  eye,  and  the  smallest  deviation 
from  the  path  of  rectitude  visited  with  the  most 
terrible  severity  on  his  head:  that  which  would  be 
deemed  a  venial  fault  in  others,  is  in  him  condemned 
as  an  unpardonable  offence." 

Thusnelda  refrained  from  pushing  her  inquiries 
farther,  for  though  a  good  deal  surprised  at  finding 
that  the  character  of  an  actor  was  so  perishable  a 
commodity,  while  that  of  a  high-bom  lady  was  com- 
paratively secure  against  the  shafts  of  scandal,  she 
had  too  much  good  sense  to  express-  her  astonish- 
ment, or  to  seek  for  an  explanation  of  the  anomaly 
from  one  whose  own  notions  of  morality  were,  in  all 
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likelihood,  biassed  by  her  servile  habits,  or  infloenced 
bj  the  example  of  her  superiors.  Taming  the  con- 
Tersation,  therefore,  she  questioned  the  young  slave 
about  her  own  personal  affairs,  and  in  particular, 
asked  her  how  long  she  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
PrsBfecfs  wife.  Eudocia  replied  that  ''  it  was  but  a 
few  months  since  she  had  been  a  free  citizen  of 
Greece/'  and  as  she  evidently  designed  by  this  lofty 
answer  to  call  forth  additional  inquiries,  her  patroness 
proceeded  to  demand  how  it  had  happened  that  she 
had  so  speedily  fallen  from  her  high  estate.  **  Give 
me/*  said  she,  *'  a  brief  history  of  your  adventures  ; 
tell  me  where  you  were  bom,  who  were  your  parents, 
and  how  it  came  to  pass  that  you  were  sold  into 
slavery.     I  would  know  all  concerning  you." 

This  was  enough  for  the  fair  bondmaid.  She  did 
not  wait  for  further  encouragement^  but  at  once  com- 
m^iced  the  history  of  her  life  from  the  earliest 
period  ; — a  period  indeed  so  early,  that  it  was  evident 
Ae  must  have  collected  the  greater  part  of  her 
materials  at  second-hand,  instead  of  merely  recording 
the  events  of  which  she  was  cognisant  herself.  She 
went  back  to  an  era  prior  to  her  birth ;  chronicled 
the  genealogy  of  her  father's  house,  and  dwelt  upon 
the  character  of  her  gpreat-grandmother.  She  then 
spoke  of  her  more  immediate  relatives.  From  this 
account  it  appeared  that  her  father  had  been  a  persoa 
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of  some  note  in  one  of  the  Mgean  Islands,  and  that 
her  mother  had  been  a  celebrated  beanty  in  the  same 
place.  In  after  life,  it  appeared,  also,  that  she  had 
been  no  less  celebrated  for  her  minute  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  her  religion,  and  her  strict  obser- 
Tance  of  its  forms. 

'*  No  sooner  was  I  nshered  into  the  world,"  con- 
tinned  the  damsel,  ''than  this  excellent  woman  spat 
three  times  running  in  my  face,  to  preserve  me 
against  the  influence  of  the  evil  eye.  Then  pouring 
out  a  libation  of  milk,  she  put  up  a  prayer  to  the 
goddess  Rumelia*  in  my  behalf,  imploring  her  to 
take  me  under  her  peculiar  care,  and  endow  me  wiUi 
all  sorts  of  good  qualities,  so  that  in  the  end  my 
virtues  might  rival  those  of  the  vulture,  the  best  and 
holiest  of  birds.f  Afterwards,  when  I  g^w  up,  she 
was  equally  solicitous  (or  my  good.  She  never  per* 
mitted  me  to  rise  in  the  morning  till  I  had  first 
chewed  three  heads  of  garlic,  well  knowing  as  she 
did,  that  without  such  a  precaution,  I  should  be  liaUe 
to  the  attacks  of  certain  deadly  maladies,  such  as 
cramp,  rheumatism,  and  catarrh.    Whenever  I  ate 


*  Rumelia,  or  Rumea  deaihe  patroness  of  young  children;  in 
the  worship  of  whom  nothing  but  milk  was  employed. 

t  The  ancients  held  the  Vulture  in  great  respect,  on  account  of 
itB  usefolness  in  clearing  away  carrion. 
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^u>  %K  at  breakfast,  she  commanded  me  to  poand  the 
sheU." 

''  Why  so?''  asked  Thusnelda,  inquisitively. 

**  To  prevent  the  sprites  from  getting  into  it,  and 
using  it  as  a  boat/'  replied  the  waiting*maid ;  "  a 
common  thing  for  them  to  do."  And  then  going  on 
with  her  narrative :  "  when  I  arrived  at  a  mar- 
rifl^eable  age/'  said  she,  ''  my  mother  instructed  me 
to  make  certain  little  dolls,  or  puppets,  no  bigger 
than  my  thumb,  and  pres^it  them  to  the  Cyprian 
goddess,  in  token,  as  she  s^,  of  my  having  relin- 
qnished  the  pursuits  of  childhood,  and  become  a 
woman.  Some  girls  of  my  acquaintance  told  me, 
indeed,  that  the  real  object  of  the  ofiTering  was  to 
insure  me  the  blessing  of  a  ^ne  large  family  ia  the 
nuptial  state ; — but  that  made  little  difference. 
When,  however,  she  insisted  upon  cutting  off  the 
whole  of  my  beautiful  golden  locks  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, I  confess  that  I  was  exasperated  to  a  degree, 
mid  I  determined  to  resist  her  orders.  But  what 
was  the  use  of  my  opposition,  after  all  ?  My  mother 
was  as  strong  as  a  hone,  and  as  unalterable  in  her 
resolutions  as  the  Fates.  Clapping  her  hands  upon 
my  shoulders,  she  compelled  me  io  kneel  down  at 
her  feet,  and  then  taking  advantage  of  my  helpless 
mtoation,  forcibly  deprived  me  of  my  curls  with  an 
aormons  pair  of  shears.    Oh,  what  a  cruel  act  I 
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thought  it !  Never  shall  I  forget  my  feelings  when 
I  first  looked  into  the  glass,  and  beheld  my  shorn 
"head !     I  thought  I  should  have  died  outright/' 

Here  the  poor  girl  stopped  short.  She  could  not 
get  on  with  her  discourse.  The  recollection  of  her 
sufferings  seemed  to  have  overcome  her  disposition 
to  be  talkative,  and  she  sat  quite  silent.  Thusnelda, 
on  the  contrary,  was  hugely  inclined  to  laugh; 
nevertheless,  adjusting  her  countenance  to  an  ex- 
pression of  sympathy,  she  besought  her  companion 
to  pass  over  those  passages  in  her  life,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  was  so  affecting,  and  advert  to  some- 
thing more  consolatory. 

Alas!"  cried  the  damsel,  "  I  fear  that  it  is  out  of 
my  power ;  for  the  dis^ter  I  have  told  you  of  only 
proved  the  harbinger  of  worse  calamities.  My  hair 
soon  grew  again,  and  became  as  beautiful  as  ever ; 
but  shortly  after  that,  my  parents  fell  into  distress, 
and  could  not  pay  their  taxes.  What  then  was  to  be 
done  ?  The  collectors  were  inexorable,  and  all  the 
furniture  in  our  house  was  insufficient  to  satisfy  their 
demands.  I  was  myself  the  only  species  of  available 
property  which  my  parents  still  possessed.  My 
father  therefore  proposed  that  I  should  be  sold.  My 
mother,  wept  bitterly,  and  declared  that  nothing 
should  induce  her  to  part  with  her  beloyed  girk 
The  more  she  was  opposed,  the  more  determined  she 
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became.     She  clasped  me  in  her  arms^  strained  me 
to  her  breast»  and  swore  that  she  would  rather  be 
separated  from  her  liege  lord  himself  than  from  the 
child  of  her  affections.     My  father,  however,  was  a 
prudent  man,  and  knew  how  to  manage  her.     In- 
stead of  persevering  in  his  design,  he  affected  to  give 
way,  and  even  to  be  rather  ashamed  of  the  proposal 
which  his  necessities  had  prompted   him  to  make. 
The  matter  thns  seemed  settled.     I  felt  quite  com- 
fortable, dried  up  my  tears,  and  supposed  that  I  had 
now  nothing  worse   to   expect   than   the  domestic 
slavery  of  our  own  house.     But  I  was  not  aware 
that  my  father's  acquiescence  was   nothing  but  a 
feint, — a    mere    soldier^s   stratagem    to    throw  the 
enemy  off  her  guard,  and  enable  him  to  obtain  the 
victory  over  her  with  the  greater  ease.     He  knew 
that  she  chiefly  objected  to  his  plan  from  the  wish  of 
having  her  own    way,    and    that    when    she  once 
thooght  she  had  gained  her  point,    her  opposition 
wonid  subside.    -Nor  was  he,  as  the  event  proved, 
at  all   out  in   his  reckoning.     No  sooner  did   the 
worthy  woman  find  that  she  bad  succeeded,  than  her 
transports  of  maternal  lore  gave  place  to  indiffer 
eooe,  and  after  a  little  hesitation, — for  consistency's 
uke, — she  actually  came  round  to  her  husband^s  way 
of  thinking,  nay,  espoused  it  with'  such  warmth,  thai 
wiien  he  affected  to  oppose  the  plan,  she  announced 
VOL.  I.  H 
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her  resolution  to  *  sell  the  girl  whether  he  would  or 
no,  and  in  spite  of  his  teeth ! ' 

''  Having  at  length  settled  this  point  to  their  sa- 
tbfactiony"*  continued  Eudocia,  **  my  respected 
parents  carried  me  to  the  nearest  Mango — " 

"  A  Mango/*  interrupted  Thusnelda,  "  what  is 
that?*' 

"  A  Mango,"  replied  the  bondmaid»  *'  is  a  fiend, 
— a  monster  of  iniquity — ^a  base^  venal,  mercenary 
wretch  who  deals  in  human  flesh  and  blood; — ^io 
short,  he  is  a  trafficker  in  slaves." 

*'  Enough/'  said  Thusnelda,  "  I  comprehend  you ; 
and  I  do  not  find  fault  with  the  strong  language  yon 
employ.  Proceed  therefore  with  your  tale.  What 
passed  between  this  miscreant  and  the  authors  of  your 
being?" 

**  The  Mango/'  said  Eudocia,  going  on  with  her 
narrative,  **  was  a  tall,  stout,  middle-aged  man,  with 
a  red  nose  and  a  bald  forehead.  No  sooner  was  I 
brought  into  his  presence  than  his  eyes  twinkled,  and 
I  saw  that  he  was  quite  delighted  with  my  slender 
waist,  yellow  locks,  and  fair  complexion.  Then  pro- 
ceeding to  examine  me  more  closely,  he  looked  into 
my  mouth  to  make  sure  that  my  teeth  were  all  quite 
sound,  and  felt  my  pulse  to  ascertain  the  state  of  my 
health.  He  would  even  have  gone  so  far  as  to  re- 
move the  covering  from  my  neck  had  I  permitted  it  ; 
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bat  this  outrage  I  resisted.  Neither  would  I  suffer 
him  to  make  free  with  my  ankles,  as  he  was  maoh  in- 
clined  to  do,  under  the  pretence  that  I  might  be 
lame  or  dropsical.  I  kicked  and  struggled  with  all 
my  might ;  and  taming  to  my  mother,  he  declared 
with  an  oath  that  I  was  a  vixen,  and  that  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  me.  However,  the  good 
woman  soon  pacified  him  by  affirming,  that  this  out- 
rageous modesty  of  mine  was  a  strong  proof  of  my 
possessing  a  certain  rare  and  valuable  qualification, 
which,  as  he  well  knew,  would  be  worth  any  money 
io  the  slave-market.  He  consented,  therefore,  to 
open  a  negociation ;  and  presently  afterwards  com- 
menced it  by  naming  eight  sesterces*  as  the  sum 
which  he  was  willing  to  give  for  me,  although  a  good 
stout  slave  had  been  purchaseable  in  Cappadocia  some 
years  before  for  less  than  half  the  money.*'t 

^  Truly,"  said  the  German  lady,  ''  that  was  esti- 
mating your  charms  at  a  high  price." 

'*  The  monster ! "  exclaimed  Eudocia ;  **  could  I 
ever  pardon  such  an  insult  ?  I  confess  it  galled  me 
to  the  quick.  My  parents  too,  were  quite  exaspe- 
rated, and  abused  the  niggard  to  their  heart's  con- 
tent    My  beloved  father,  in  particular,  vowed  that 

*  About  thirteeo  pence. 

f  In  thetime  of  Lucullus,  slaves  were  certainly  sold  in  Cappa- 
docia for  about  sixpence  »>piece. 
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he  would  rather  kill  me  with  his  own  hand  than  thus 
throw  me  away." 

'^  That  was  very  right  and  proper/'  obserred 
Thusnelda,  parenthetically. 

"  When  the  base  Mango  found  that  he  had  no 
chance  of  obtaining  me  at  so  low  a  price/'  continued 
Eudocia,  "  a  change  came  over  him,  and  he  offered 
to  come  down  with  a  hundred  sesterces ; — a  sum  suf- 
ficiently considerable  to  make  my  father  pause,  al- 
though it  was  by  no  means  equal  to  his  expectations, 
nor  what  he  intended  to  accept.  He  therefore 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  with  an  expression  of 
contempt,  and  declared  in  a  gruff  tone,  that  he 
would  not  sell  me  for  a  thousand.  This  refusal  led 
to  a  farther  offer  on  the  part  of  the  merchant,  which 
was  again  rejected,  though  somewhat  less  disdain- 
fully than  before.  In  short,  the  bargaining  was 
maintained  on  both  sides  with  great  spirit,  and  the 
end  of  it  all  was,  that  I  was  at  last  knocked  down 
to  the  chapman  for  fifteen  hundred  sesterces;* — a  low 
price,  1  confess,  but  better,  perhaps,  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  the  mean  character  of  the  pur- 
chaser.^ 

f    "  Indeed,  I  think  it  was,"  said  Thusnelda,  ''  aod 
you  have  much  reason  to  be  satisfied." 

*  About  twelve  pounds  sterling. 
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**  My  parents  now  took  leave  of  me/'  resumed  the 
boDdmaid,  '^  and  I  cannot  describe  to  yon  how 
deeply  they  were  affected.  Yet  it  was  necessary  to 
submit.  The  authors  of  my  being  departed ;  grieved 
to  the  soul,  and  only  supported  by  the  reflection 
that  they  bad  obtained  enough  by  selling  me  to  pay 
their  taxes.  I»  on  the  contrary,  remained  behind  ; 
equally  afllicted,  no  less  miserable^  and  not  even 
comforted  by  knowing  that  I  had  derived  any  pecur 
niary  advantage  from  the  change.  I  was  an  un- 
happy wretch  indeed  !*' 

Here  the  poor  girl  began  to  weep  bitterly.  Thus- 
nelda  endeavoured  to  console  her ;  and  as  her  grief 
was  of  a  nature  rather  sharp  than  lasting,  it  subsided 
by  degrees,  and  smiling  through  her  tears,  she  thus 
proceeded  with  the  tale. 

**  I  was  now  the  sole  and  exclusive  property  of  the 
Mango.  What  were  my  feelings  when  I  first  found 
myself  left  alone  with  him,  and  saw  him  eyeing  me  all 
over  with  an  expression  of  countenance  which  made 
me  think  he  entertained  the  most  abominable  designs 
respecting  me  !  I  trembled  from  head  to  foot,  and 
secretly  resolved  to  resist  the  hideous  profligate  to 
the  last.  After  all^  'however,  I  frightened  myself 
about  nothing.  The  sordid  wretch  was  insensible  to 
beauty ;  and  I  soon  found  that  his  only  reason  for  ex- 
amining me  with  so  much  care,  was  to  enable  him  to 
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judge  in  what  respects  my  person  was  defectire,  and 
how  it  might  be  improved.  The  resnit  was,  that  he 
thought  I  was  too  fat,  and  he  resolved  to  have  me 
lowered.  Then,  leading  me  into  the  Gyn^sceam,  he 
made  me  over  to  certain  persons  of  my  own  sex ;  who 
no  sooner  beheld  me  than,  turning  up  the  whites  of 
their  eyes,  they  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  '  A  pu- 
gilist! a  pugilist!  she  is  as  brawny  as  a' pugilist T 
and  affected  to  be  quite  surprised  that  an  expe- 
rienced Mango  like  their  friend  should  have  thought 
of  buying  such  a  great,  fat,  vulgar-looking  thing. 
Indeed,  so  unanimously  did  they  condemn  me  as  an 
unsaleable  article,  that  my  disappointed  purchaser 
could  scarcely  help  thinking  they  were  right  Never- 
theless he  endeavoured  to  defend  himself  by  making 
them  observe  my  beautiful  yellow  locks,  and  saying 
that  although  I  was  certainly  too  fat  at  present,  it 
would  be  easy  to  have  me  reduced.  For  my  own 
part,  I  was  indifferent  to  their  abuse,  knowing  as  I 
did,  that  it  proceeded  from  the  meanest  jealousy. 
But  I  was  not  so  well  contented  at  the  prospect  of 
being  put  upon  short  commons,  and  starved  into  a 
handsome  skeleton." 

"  Then  is  it  really  the  fashion  in  your  country,'' 
said  Thusnelda,  interrupting  her,  "  to  admire  nothing 
but  such  6eshless  beauties  as  these  V* 

"  Undoubtedly,"  replied  the  young  Greek ;  '*  there 
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n  a  strong  taste  amoag  my  ooontrymeu  for  the  study 
of  anatomy ;  all  plompness  b  derided ;  scraggioess  is 
the  standard  of  perfection,  and  flesh  is  an  abomina- 
tion which  shoald  be  discarded  from  the  bones. 
Lantern-jaws  and  spindle-shanks  are  the  two  greatest 
yirtnes  which  a  youthful  virgin  can  possess."  ^ 

''  Horrible  V  exclaimed  the  German  nymph, — 
'*  Proceed  with  your  discourse,  and  let  me  hear  how 
they  treated  you." 

**  They  treated  me  most  barbarously,"  continued 
Eudocia;  "  they  laced  me  up  in  stays  so  tight  that 
I  Gonld  scarcely  breathe,  confined  me  to  a  meagre 
diet,  and  compelled  me  to  swing  a  pair  of  grea 
heavy  dumb-bells  all  day  long.  Fancy  to  yourself 
what  I  must  have  suffered  while  leading  such  a  life 
as  this!  I,  who  had  always  been  accustomed  to 
eat  my  fill  of  good  wholesome  food,  and  to  endure  no 
harder  labour  than  that  of  handling  the  distaff.  The 
pangs  of  hunger  preyed  upon  my  vitals,  my  chest 
ached  from  compression,  and  I  was  sometimes  so 
exbanated  by  my  exertions,  that  I  thought  I  should 

*  How  much  the  Grecian  mammas  seem  to  have  resembled  our 
own  I 

**  Hand  similis  virgo  est  virginum  nostraram,  quas  matres  student 
Demissts  bumeris  esse,  nncto  pectore,  ut  graciles  stent; 
Si  qua  est  babitior  paulo,  pugilem  esse  aiunt :  reducunt  ciburo. 
Tametsi  bona  *st  natura,  reddunt  curaturft  junceas.'* 

Terence,  Eunucbus. 
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have  dropped.     Meanwhile,  too,  it  was  evident  that 
my  whole  person  was  undergoing  a  decided  change ; 
my  bones  were  becoming  visible  at  all  points,  and  I 
had  salt-cellars  in  my  neck  which  yon  might  have 
put  your  fist  in.     But  it  was  of  no  use  making  com- 
plaints.    The  process  of  reduction  was  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  any  discontents  of  mine,  either  secret 
or  expressed.     I  still  continued  to  be  starved  and 
exercised  without  mercy  or  compassion;  my  stays 
were  drawn  tighter  as  I  decreased  in  bulk,  and  I  was 
as  much  squeezed  as  ever.     At  last  I  reached  the 
proper  point  of  emaciation ;  I  looked  like  a  buUrush^ 
I  felt  like  a  bone  gnawed  by  a  dog ;  and  the  women 
round   about  me  acknowledged  with  astonishment, 
that  I  was  scarcely  fatter  than  themselves.     They 
all  protested  that  I  was  infinitely  improved ;  never- 
theless, it  is  remarkable  that  they  now  displayed  no 
signs  of  the  envy  which  had  been  so  rife  amongst 
them  at  first;  they  seemed  to  feel  conscious  that  I 
had  become  one  of  themselves,  and  that  they  had  no 
further  reason  to  be  jealous  of  my  superior  love- 
liness !" 

"  The  spiteful  things !"  muttered  Thusnelda,  under 
her  breath. 

"I  fear/'  rejoined  her  companion,  '*  that  spite  is 
the  foible  of  our  sex.  But  that  is  nothing  to  the 
purpose.     My  master,  the  Mango,  did  not  seem  to 
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participate  in  their  feelings  to  their  fu]I  extent  He 
was  actaated  by  other  motives  than  those  of  spite  and 
malice.  The  love  of  gain  reigned  pi^^tunoant  in  his 
heart.  When,  therefore,  after  a  confinement  of  some 
months  in  the  Gyneeceum,  I  was  again  produced 
before  him,  looking  like  the  shadow  of  my  former 
self,  he  could  not  help  hinting  that  he  thought  the 
process  of  starvation  had  been  pushed  a  little  too 
far.  This  innuendo  of  his  was^  however,  received  with 
so  much  contempt,  that  he  was  obliged  perforce  to  eat 
his  own  words,  and  profess  himself  highly  delighted 
with  the  increased  gentility  of  my  appearance." 

*'  Poor  man/'  said  Thnsnelda,  **  he  seems  to  have 
been  pretty  well  hen-pecked." 

"He  was/'  replied  the  waiting-maid;  and  then 
going  on  with  her  narrative ;  **  having  taken  me  out 
of  the  hands  of  his  female  allies/'  said  she,  "  he  pre- 
pared to  carry  me  to  market.  For  this  purpose  it 
was  necessary  to  cross  the  seas,  and  even  to  make  a 
voyage  of  considerable  length.  The  markets  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  all  overstocked.  Athens,  An- 
tioch  and  Alexandria  were  well  known  to  be  over- 
flowing with  youthful  beauties  who  could  not  find  a 
purchaser.  Rome  itself  was  the  only  place  where  a 
ready  sale  for  me  was  likely  to  be  found  ;  my  owner 
accordingly  embarked  with  me  on  board  a  small 
vessel  bound  for  Ostia,  and  laden  with  a  mixed  cargo 
h5 
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of  figs,  slayesy  and  raisins  of  the  san.  I  shall  not 
say  much  abont  the  voyage.  It  was  quite  as  disagree- 
able as  I  should  suppose  most  voyages  are,  and  at- 
tended with  the  usual  consequences, —  sickness  dnr* 
ing  the  first  few  days,  and  ennui  during  the  re- 
mainder ;  besides  which,  I  was  a  good  deal  annoyed 
by  the  attentions  of  my  fellow-passengers,  a  pretty 
numerous  assortment  of  newly-purchased  slaves, 
which,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  formed  a  portion  of 
the  ship's  freight.  These  bipeds  were  of  all  sorts, 
sexes,  and  ages,  and  designed  for  various  purposes. 
Some  of  them  were  hideous  blacks, — like  the  one 
you  saw  whipping  me  this  morning, — others  were 
mechanics  and  artificers,  well  skilled  in  their  several 
trades,  and  I  was  even  assured  that  there  was  a 
learned  leech  amongst  them  who  had  practised  his 
art  in  Mytileue  with  considerable  success,  although 
now  undergoing  the  process  of  importation  into  Rome, 
where  his  owner  hoped  to  derive  still  greater  advan- 
tages from  his  professional  skill.''^ 

*'  Well !  the  voyage  was  at  last  finished.  Our 
barque  reached  the  destined  port.  We  landed  at 
Ostia,  and  were  conveyed  thence  to  the  capital  in 
close  carriages,* —  so  close  indeed,  that  I  saw  little  of 
the  country  by  the  way,  and  nothing  of  the  city 

*  Id  any  of  the  physicians  in  Rome  were  slaves,  and  regularly 
let  out  by  their  owners. 
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wben  I  entered  it  My  master  had  meanwhile 
formed  a  iort  of  alliaoce  with  the  other  Mangoes,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  slaves  who  had  been  fel- 
low voyagers  still  remained  together,  and  were  depo- 
sited in  the  same  quarter  of  the  slave-market  We 
were  allowed  to  rest  ourselves  for  a  few  days  before 
we  were  exposed  to  sale,  and  during  this  period  my 
owner  fed  me  so  plentifully,  that  I  regained  some 
portion  of  my  former  fat  Nevertheless  as  I  still 
remained  pale,  he  dyed  my  cheeks  with  vermilion  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  make  them  look  more  like  the 
wings  of  a  flamingo  than  aoy  thing  else.  Thus 
vamped  op,  with  bare  feet,  and  clad  in  a  robe  which 
dbplayed  my  beauties  somewhat  more  liberally  than 
I  could  have  wished,  I  was  one  fine  morning  put  into 
the  Catasta,  and  exhibited  to  the  passers-by." 

Here  the  German  young  lady  interrupted  her  com- 
panion by  asking  what  was  the  nature  of  the  ''  Ca- 
tasta," which  she  had  just  named. 

'*  How  fortunate  are  you  not  to  know !"  answered 
the  bondmaid  wilh  a  sigh ;  "  but  I  will  describe 
what  it  is,  as  well  as  I  can;  —  or  at  least  what 
the  one  was  in  which  I  was  myself  confined. 
Fancy  to  yourself  a  vast  cage,  containing  several 
floors,  or  platforms,  one  behind  another,  upon  which 
the  slaves  stand  side  by  side,  in  long  formal  rows, 
marshalled  with  as  mucb  regularity  as  well  disciplined 
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troops,  and  having  tbeir  faces  all  turned  in  the  same  di- 
reotion,  that  is  to  say,  towards  the  front  of  the  machine, 
the  whole  of  which  is  covered  with  neat  trellis-^work, 
sufficiently  compact  to  prevent  the  prisoners  from 
being  touched  from  without,  but  not  close  enough  to 
obstruct  the  view  of  the  purchasers.  The  slaves  are 
divided  into  squads,  or  lots,  the  best  and  most  vftln- 
able  being  placed  in  front,  while  those  of  secondary 
quality  are  stationed  in  the  rear:  the  latter,  too,  are 
distinguished  from  the  rest  by  having  their  feet 
marked  with  chalk. 

"  I  was  myself,  as  you  may  imagine,  placed  in  the 
very  foremost  row.  I  was  not  undervalued  by  the 
comptrollers  of  the  market.  They  at  once  saw  that 
I  was  worth  a  considerable  sum;  and  with  great 
good  sense  they  stationed  me  in  the  very  front  of  the 
Catasta.  I  was  proud  of  my  position,  I  confess.  I 
knew  that  I  was  preferred  before  the  rest,  and  I 
gazed  round  me  with  an  air  of  triumph.  But  this 
was  nothing  to  the  sequel ;  for  when  crowds  of  buyers 
flocked  round  me, — persons  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion, and  all  equally  anxious  to  become  my  pur- 
chaser,—  I  thought  I  should  have  died  with  rapture. 
What  too  Were  my  feelings,  when  my  temporary  pro- 
prietor, the  worthy  Mango  (as  I  now  thought  him) 
came  quietly  behind  me,  clapped  my  shoulders,  strok- 
ed me  on  the  head,  and  puffed  me  off  in  the  grandest 
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style  jou  can  imagine !     My  transports  were  bejond 
endorance." 

"  Indeed/'  said  Thusnelda,  *'  yon  had  good  reason 
to  be  pleased  ;  I  do  not  wonder  at  yonr  transports/' 

''  The  biddings  having  commenced/'  resumed  the 
Abigail,  without  at  all  perceiving  that  her  companion 
smiled  ironically  as  she  spoke,  "  the  biddings  having 
commenced,  I  discovered  that  the  chief  competitors 
were  likely  to  be  two  persons  of  senatorial  rank,  the 
one  named  Scribonius  Mnmmius,  and  the  other 
Vibias  Pappins.  I  did  not  know  their  names  at  the 
time,  hot  I  have  learned  them  since,  and  I  need  not 
inform  yoa  that  the  first  of  these  individuals  was  an 
old  philosophical  greybeard,  anything  but  attractive 
personally,  though  a  good  man  in  the  main ;  while  the 
other  was  as  elegant  a  looking  youth  as  you  would 
wish  to  meet  with.  In  short,  judging  from  externals, 
there  coald  be  no  comparison  between  the  two; 
and  as  they  both  seemed  equally  anxious  to  obtain 
possession  of  me,  I  must  say  that  I  became  dread* 
folly  agitated  as  the  contest  went  on, — now  trembling 
with  apprehension  at  the  prospect  of  being  consigned 
to  the  cross  old  churl,  and  now  elated  with  the  hope 
of  being  knocked  down  to  the  interesting  young  roan. 
Meanwhile  my  master  stili  kept  puflBng  me  off. 
'  Friends  and  Quirites/  said  he  with  a  loud  voice ; 
*  now  is  your  time  for  making  a  good  purchase.  Here 
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she  stands,  —  a  nice,  young  female  slaye, — rising 
sixteen  years  of  age, —  warranted  healthy  and  in 
good  case ;  —  who  bids?  who  bids  ? — Two  thousand 
sesterces,  do  jou  say,  my  friend  ? — Well,  that  is  a 
beginning  at  any  rate.  But  you  will  not  ha^e  her 
for'so  liKle,  you  may  be  sure. — Friends  and  Qui- 
rites!  two  thousand  sesterces  are  bid ;  two  thousand 
sesterces  are  bid; — does  nobody  bid  any  more? — 
Friends  and  Quirites!  look  at  her  again, —  make  use 
of  your  eyes,  and  tell  me  what  yon  think  of  her. 
Her  locks  are  as  yellow  as  the  crocus,  and  her 
cheeks  are  as  crimson  as  the  rose.'  (Here  a  voice  in 
the  crowd  called  out  *  It  is  nothing  but  paint,  you  old 
cheat!') — '  Some  one  tells  me  that  she  paints;  bat 
who  will  believe  that  it  could  be  necessary  to  paint  a 
young  thing  like  that  ?  Why  the  girl  is  as  fresh  as 
the  morning ; — ^she  smells  like  a  rose,  and  her  cheeks 
are  precisely  of  the  same  colour.'  ('  More  like  the 
colour  of  raw  beef,'  cried  the  same  voice.)  *  Qui-* 
rites !  Quirites !  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  be  in- 
sulted thus.  Somebody  has  the  impudence  to  tell  me 
that  my  slave's  cheeks  are  the  colour  of  raw  beef. 
But  it  is  a  base  falsehood !  a  most  atrocious  calumny ! 
—  for  the  poor  little  thing  is  as  fair  as  a  lily,  as  every 
one  may  see ;  —  yes,  yes,  my  patrons,  that  she  is.* 
And  here  my  master  was  so  much  affected  at  the 
outrage  offered  me,  that  the  tears  started  in  his  eyes. 
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nay,  Jbe  actually  began  to  weep,  exhibitiag  Bach 
absurd  tokena  of  distress,  that  the  spectators  oonid 
Dot  help  iDdulging  in  a  peal  of  laughter  at  his  expense. 

*'  Reoalled  to  a  sense  of  his  folly  by  their  conduct, 
he  wiped  his  eyes  with  a  soiled  napkin,  and  resumed 
the  duties  of  au  auctioneer.  '  Two  thousand  sester- 
ces are  bid/  he  reiterated,  'does  nobody  bid  any 
more  ? — she  is  well  worth  ten  times  the  sum.  Thank 
you/  said  he  ^o  Vibius  Puppius,  who  now  added  a 
hundred  sesterces  to  the  price.  '  I  see,  sir,  yon  are 
a  man  of  good  taste,  —  a  man  of  discernment,  —  you 
judge  for  yourself,  and  can  perceive  the  merits  of  this 
young  person  in  spite  of  the  malicious  insinuations  of 
others.  Yet  you  are  not  acquainted  with,  one-half 
the  good  qualities  of  which  she  is  possessed.  You 
see  that  she  is  a  beauty  of  the  first  class ;  but  you 
are  not  aware  that  besides  her  natural  endowments, 
her  mind  has  been  cultivated  with  the  utmost  care, 
and  the  most  extraordinary  success.  She  can  dance, 
sing,  play  on  the  citbara,  and  spin  wool  beautifully. 
In  short,  she  is  the  most  accomplished  of  her  sex.' 

**  This  judicious  praise  on  the  part  of  my  master, 
soon  caused  the  biddings  to  be  renewed  with  more 
spirit  than  ever.  Vibius  Puppius  and  Scribonins 
M ummitts  were  still  the  two  chief  competitors ;  and 
at  length  the  former,  tired  of  the  contest,  resolved  to 
put  an  end  to  it  by.  bidding  so  large  a  sum  at  once  as 
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to  stagger  his  antagonist,  and  driye  bim  off  the  field. 
From  foar  thousand  seven  hundred  sesterces,  the 
amiable  young  man  all  of  a  sudden  rose  to  six  thou- 
sand, —  thundering  out  the  offer  in  a  loud  voice,  and 
looking  round  him  with  an  air  of  triumph.  There 
was  in  consequence  a  considerable  pause.  The  rest 
of  the  bidders  were  surprised  at  his  prodigality,  and 
stood  staring  at  each  other  without  opening  their 
lips ;  Scribonius  Mummius  amongst  the  rest.  Even  my 
master  was  silenced  for  a  while,  and  thought  the  bid- 
dings were  brought  to  a  close.  By  degrees,  however, 
it  occurred  to  him,  that  there  might  yet  be  a  chance 
of  obtaining  something  more,  and  raising  his  voice, 
he  cried  out  lustily,  *  Six  thousand  sesterces  are  bid, 
— six  thousand  sesterces  are  bid, — a-going,  a-going,' 
—  My  heart  was  in  my  mouth,  for  I  hoped  he  would 
knock  me  down, — ^  a-going,'  he  repeated,  and  was  just 
about  to  do  so,  when  Scribonius  Mummius  suddenly 
interfered  by  bidding  a  hundred  and  fifty  sesterces, 
a  sum,  which  inconsiderable  as  it  was,  was  suCBcient 
to  prevent  the  bargain  from  being  concluded  as  I 
had  wished.  Vibius  Puppius  also  was,  I  saw,  much 
vexed.  He  perceived  that  his  stratagem  had  failed, 
and  he  looked  quite  foolish.  'A-going,  a-going,' 
said  my  master  again.  Nobody  uttered  one  word. 
'A-going,  a-going/  he  repeated.  Still  every  one 
was  silent.*' 
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"  It  was  an  awfal  crisis  !"  said  Thasnelda. 

"Awfal,  indeed,"  rejoined  the  bondmaid;  *' I 
thought  I  should  have  died  with  fright.  But  things 
did  not  terminate  as  I  had  expected,  for  at  the  very 
moment  when  my  owner  was  about  to  accept  the 
sum  bid  for  me,  voices  were  heard  exclaiming  '  Make 
way  !  make  way  !'  A  bustle  took  place  amongst  the 
crowd,  and  a  close  litter  borne  by  eight  slaves  was 
seen  advancing  towards  the  spot  where  I  stood 
waiting  my  doom.  Every  body  bowed  down  as  this 
vehicle  approached.  I  saw  that  it  contained  some  im- 
portant personage ;  and  when  an  ugly  little  woman 
was  seen  peeping  from  its  interior,  a  presentiment 
informed  me  that  I  was  destined  to  be  hers.  Nor  did 
this  secret  feeling  prove  deceptive.  Laurentia  Ognlnia 
—  for  it  was  the  Praefect's  wife  herself — came  close 
up  to  the  Catasta,  examined  me  with  much  care,  and 
inquired  my  qualifications.  The  point  about  which 
she  seemed  the  most  solicitous,  was  whether  I  had 
been  instructed  in  the  business  of  the  toilet ;  and 
when  the  Mango  assured  her  that  I  was  one  of  the 
most  skilful  waiting-maids  in  the  world,  she  at  once 
announced  her  determination  of  appropriating  me  to 
herself.  It  is  true  that  my  master  had  no  warrant 
for  that  which  he  affirmed ;  but  that  made  little 
difference ;  auctioneers  are  not  in  general  over  scru- 
pulous about  the  means  which  they  employ  in  puffing 
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off  their  wares ;  and  thus  did  I  obtain  a  chaiaoter 
which,  as  I  afterwards  found,  tended  gpreatly  to  my 
disadyantage,  much  more  being  expected  from  me 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  required.  But  the 
Mango  gained  his  point.  The  fallacy  which  he  had 
advanced  could  not  be  detected  before  trial,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  I  was  knocked  down  to  the 
great  lady  for  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  sesterces, 
which  she  paid  upon  the  nail,  and  bore  me  off  in 
triumph." 

When  the  fair  slave  reached  this  point  of  her  nar- 
rative, which  we  may  reasonably  conclude  to  have 
been  not  far  from  its  end,  she  was  prevented  from 
spinning  it  out  to  a  greater  length  by  the  sudden 
occurrence  of  a  loud,  rumbling,  thundering  sound, 
which  seemed  to  have  its  rise  in  some  distant  place, 
and  come  booming  along  the  empty  galleries  till  it 
reached  the  chamber  in  which  the  two  damsels  sat. 
They  were  both  startled  at  the  incident.  The  hoar 
was  so  late,  and  the  house  had  hitherto  seemed  so 
silent,  that  they  had  very  naturally  concluded  them- 
selves to  be  the  only  two  members  of  the  establish- 
ment yet  out  of  their  beds.  They  knew  not,  there- 
fore, to  what  cause  to  attribute  what  they  heard. 
Thieves  and  incendiaries  first  entered  their  thoughts ; 
conspirators  and  cut-throats  followed.  These  con- 
jectures  and   apprehensions    were,    however,   only 
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temporary,  and  held  no  lasting  place  in  tbeir  minds. 
Bnt  the  terrors  of  snperstition  soon  ensoed ;  and  then 
it  was  that  the  two  forlorn  maidens  rose  trembling 
from  their  seats,  looked  roand  them  fearfully,  and 
remembered  that  they  were  alone  in  a  remote  quarter 
of  a  vast  mansion,  which  they  doubted  not  was 
haunted.  Such  was  their  consternation,  that  they 
eooM  not  speak  a  word  ;  Eadocia  was  herself  silent, 
and  they  both  stood  motionless,  with  their  eyes  fixed 
npon  the  door. 

Nothing  could  be  more  dreary  than  their  situation. 
Erery  moment  did  they  expect  to  see  some  hideous 
spectre  stalk  into  the  room,  and  assail  their  ears  with 
a  history  of  the  wrongs  which  it  had  sustained  daring 
its  earthly  pilgprimage.  Nevertheless,  this  miraco- 
Ions  event  did  not  immediately  ensue.  Every  thing 
remained  quite  quiet;  there  was  no  clanking  of 
chains,  and  the  lamp  upon  the  table  still  burnt  stea- 
dily, without  showing  any  signs  of  that  sepulchral 
lividness  which  is  well  known  to  be  caused  by  the 
proximity  of  a  ghost.  After  some  moments,  there- 
fore, of  intolerable  suspense,  the  distressed  damsels 
took  courage,  and  began  to  entertain  hopes  that  the 
worst  of  their  apprehensions  would  not  be  fulfilled. 
Eudocia,  in  particular,  though  naturally  the  least 
valiant  of  the  two,  so  far  recovered  her  composure  as 
to  be  able  to  alter  the  position  in  which  she  hud  for 
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some  time  past  stood  transfixed.  Then,  tottering 
towards  one  comer  of  the  room,  she  placed  herself 
in  an  attitude  of  humility  before  several  small  earth- 
enware images,  which  occupied  a  niche  in  the  wall, 
and  with  much  appearance  of  devotion,  claimed  their 
protection  for  herself  and  her  companion,  imploring 
them  to  remember  that,  as  the  household  gods,  they 
were  the  natural  guardians  of  every  dweller  beneath 
the  roof.  She,  moreover,  took  the  liberty  of  repre- 
senting, that  there  were  certain  evil  spirits  called 
Lemures,  who  were  well  known  to  be  constantly  en- 
deavouring to  gain  a  footing  in  respectable  estab- 
lishments, and  that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Lares,  (whom  she  now  addressed)  to  keep  them 
out. 

Having  thus  supplicated  the  gods,  the  damsel  felt 
inspired  with  confidence,  and  returning  to  her  com- 
panion, they  again  seated  themselves  beside  the  small 
table  upon  which  stood  the  lamp.  As  they  thus  sat 
down,  "  I  am  glad,"  said  Eudocia,  "  that  I  thought 
of  asking  the  protection  of  the  Lares.  They  are  nice 
little  deities,  very  beneficent,  and,  though  not  over 
powerful,  sufficiently  so,  I  should  think,  to  defend  us 
against  those  mischievous  Lemures.  They  might 
not,  indeed,  have  much  chance  in  a  contest  with  the 
more  potent  members  of  the  diabolical  race,  such  as 
genii  or  caco-daemons,  should  they  venture  to  intrude. 
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Still  leas  woold  they  be  a  match  for  those  moDstrooa 
LarTe,  which  of  late  years  have  proved  so  troable- 
some  at  Borne.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  latter 
will  hardly  think  it  worth  their  while  to  interfere 
with  two  poor  helpless  innocents  like  ourselves. 
They  are  rather  considered  to  be  the  enemies  of  the 
guilty,  and  the  avengers  of  the  wronged/' 

Theae  random  hints  thrown  out  by  the  young 
bondmaid,  led  to  a  more  extended  conversation  upon 
the  subject  of  demonology,  and  it  soon  became  ap- 
parent that  a  vast  difference  of  opinion  existed  be- 
tween the  two  speakers  upon  this  interesting  theme. 
Each  explained  to  the  other  her  own  ideas  of  a 
ghost.  Thusnelda  described  a  tall,  thin,  shadowy 
looking  being,  with  fixed  eyes  and  a  pale  complex- 
ioo,  which  usually  made  its  appearance  soon  after 
midikigbt,  standing  at  the  foot  of  one's  bed,  and 
pointing  with  its  lean  bony  finger  to  a  great  wound 
in  its  breast.  *'  It  cannot  speak,''  said  she,  **  till 
yoo  have  spoken  to  it  first  yourself,  and  although  its 
Bspect  is  rather  melancholy  than  menacing,  such  is 
the  awe  with  which  it  inspires  you,  that  you  do  not 
dare  perhaps  to  open  your  lips.  Both,  therefore^ 
continue  quite  dumb.  The  spectre  vanishes,  and 
reappears  the  following  night ;  you  are  again  silent, 
it  again  departs,  and  again  returns.  This  is  re* 
peaied  for  throe  successive  nights ;  on  the  last  there 
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is  a  change,  for  the  Tision  frowns  angrily,  waves  its 
right  hand»  and  seems  to  threaten  you  with  death. 
You  then  pluck  up  courage^  and  address  a  few 
questions  to  your  strange  visitor;  whereupon,  its 
tongue  being  released  from  bondage,  it  replies  to  you 
in  a  long,  sad,  moving  speech,  setting  forth  the  in- 
juries which  it  had  sustained  during  its  sojourn  in 
the  flesh,  and  imploring  you  to  inter  its  bones  in 
some  comfortajble  vault,  after  which  it  will  give  yon 
no  farther  annoyance.  You,  of  course,  pledge  your* 
self  to  do  what  it  demands ;  and  perhaps  in  your  joy 
at  the  prospect  of  its  departure,  you  make  an  effort 
to  embrace  it  in  your  arms.  Now,  for  the  first  time» 
however,  you  become  aware  of  the  most  singular  at* 
tribute  of  this  extraordinary  being :  it  is  nothing  but 
a  shadow  after  all !  You  cannot  even  feel  it  with 
your  hands.  Its  body  is  a  vacuum,  and  its  limbs  re* 
aemble  empty  space." 

Such  was  the  account  given  by  Thusnelda  of  her 
national  apparition ;  Eudocia  described  her  classical 
hobgoblin  as  a  far  more  tangible  and  substantial 
being.  **  It  is  seen,*'  said  she,  *'  at  all  hours, 
though  certainly  oftener  at  night  than  during  the 
day,  and  its  personal  appearance,  instead  of  being 
always  alike,  varies  much  in  different  individuals  of 
the  same  class.  Thus  at  one  time  it  assumes  the 
likeness  of  a  black,  huge,  horrid  monster,  taller  than 
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the  SOBS  of  men,  with  g^eat  glaring  eye-balls.  Soch, 
for  instance,  is  supposed  to.  have  been  the  spectre 
which  appeared  to  Brutus  in  his  tent,  warning  him 
of  its  retam  before  the  battle  of  Philippi;  and  such 
probably  was  the  phantom  which  haunted  the  Lamian 
Garden  after  the  murder  of  Caligula,  whose  body 
was  interred  in  that  place."*^  At  times,  however,  our 
supernataral  visitants  are  extremely  different,  for 
they  pat  on  the  appearance  of  a  lovely  youth,  or  a 
fascinating  nymph,  and  in  that  agreeable  form,  come 
bddiy  np  to  us  in  broad  day-light." 

Af%er  thid  mutual  explanation,  Thusnelda  pro- 
ceeded to  make  certain  inquiries  about  those  pe- 
caliar  specimens  of  the  demoniacal  race  previously 
alluded  to  by  her  friend. 

**  In  truth,"  said  Eudocia,  ^*  I  do  not  very  well 
know  what  to  say  concerning  them.  Genii  and 
caeodaemons  are  a  class  with  which  I  have  never  had 
mneh  intercourse.  Nevertheless,  I  presume  that 
some  of  them  are  good,  and  some  bad ;  a  few  benign, 
and  perhaps  many  malevolent ;  for  indeed  the  evil 
generally  preponderates  in  this  world  of  ours/' 

"  Bat  what  are  the  Larvas?"  asked  the  other. 

"  Oh  the  abominations ! "  cried  the  Abigail,  '*  I 
cannot  bear  to  think  of  them.    The  nasty,  empty, 

^  It  was  afterwards  removed,  on  account  of  the  uproar  made 
by  tbe  gfaost,  which  disturbed  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
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walking  shells! — the  brainless,  heartless  effigies !^I 
loathe  them  from  my  very  inmost  soul." 

'^  Explain  yourself  more  clearly/'  said  Thnsnelda, 
'*  I  do  not  comprehend  yonr  words.'' 

'*  I  wish  we  had  the  sage  Scribonins  MomnHos 
here/'  replied  the  bondmaid ;  "  he  would  be  the  man 
to  satisfy  you.  It  would  require  one  well  versed  in 
occult  causes  and  their  effects,  to  explain  the  nature 
of  these  mysterious  beings,  while  I  am  but  a  poor, 
half-educated  girl  myself.  I  remember,  however, 
having  once  met  with  a  passage  in  a  certain  old 
author^"*  whose  name  I  have  forgotten, — ^which  would 
serve  to  throw  some  Kght  upon  the  subject,  —  could 
I  recollect  it  as  I  ought.  But  my  memory  is  treach- 
erous. Nevertheless,  I  will  do  my  best ;  and  the 
substance  of  what  I  read,  is, — as  nearly  as  I  can 
recollect, — as  follows. 

Here  the  lovely  metaphysician  made  a  short  paase, 
and  after  a  little  consideration,  during  which  her 
countenance  assumed  an  aspect  of  becoming  gravity, 
recommenced  the  discourse,  in  a  slow  formal  voice, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  solemnity  of  her  theme. 

'*  The  author  is  speaking  of  ghosts/'  said  she,  "  and 
tiiough  sceptical  upon  most  other  suliyeelSi  be  does 
not  attempt  to  deny  the  existence  of  these  supowui 

*  Lucretius,  I  think;  but  my  memory  is  acaroely  better  than 
Eudocia's. 
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tnral  beings.  Yet  snch  is  hia  general  unbelief' 
— for  be  impionsly  derides  oar  whole  system  of 
theology  at  the  same  time,  —  that  he  makes  the  ac- 
knowledgment with  relnctanoOy  and  endeavonrs  to 
excuse  himself  by  saying  that  their  occasiooal  ap- 
pearance upon  earth  may  be  acconnted  for  by  an 
ofdinary  cause,  nay,  that  they  are  not  of  so  spiritual 
a  nature  as  we  commonly  suppose  ; — that,  in  fact, 
they  should  rather  be  considered  as  detached  fragw 
ments  of  mortality,  endued  with  a  sort  of  life  of  their 
own,  and  continuing  to  exist  by  themselves  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  body  unto  which  they  have  be- 
longed. This  obscure  doctrine  he  endeavours  to 
illastrate  by  comparing  a  man  to  an  onion,  which,  as 
every  one  knows,  does  not  consist  of  oqe  solid,  homo* 
geneous  substance,  but  of  several  distinct  coats,  laid 
nicely  one  over  the  other,  yet  separable  with  ease; 
like  this  v^etable,  he  supposes  a  man  to  be  incased 
in  a  series  of  coats,  or  shells,  which  though  closely 
united  during  his  sublunary  career,  are  divided  by 
death  from  the  more  compact  portion  of  the  corpse, 
or  at  least  that  a  few  of  the  uppermost  layers  geae- 
raily  escape  interment  with  the  rest,  and  go  walking 
about  by  themselves,  pretematurally  vivified,  as  we 
may  suppose,  by  some  detached  atom  of  the  soul 
itself.  These  are  the  Larvae  I  alluded  to ;  and  if  I 
vol..  I.  I 
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have  not  stated  the  theory  with  nndeYtating  aocii^ 
racy,  I  do  not  think  I  have  very  materially  erred." 

After  this  luminous  exposition,  Thusaelda  ranaiBed 
more  puzsled  and  perplexed  than  ever.  She  did 
noty  th^efore,  venture  to  reply  ;^ — more  especially  as 
the  night  was  now  pretty  fiir  advanced,  and  it  seiemed 
better  to  dedicate  the  few  remaining  hours  to  repose 
than  to  a  discussion  of  any  sort,  however  interesting 
it  might  be.  The  process  of  disrobing  was  accordingly 
just  about  to  be  commenced,  when  a  strange  noise 
was  again  heard  at  a  distance,  and  the  two  damsels 
were  again  thrown  into  a  state  of  agitation  and  alarm. 
This  time,  however,  Thusnejda  did  not  suffer  herself 
to  be  wholly  overcome.  She  roused  the  courage 
which  she  had  inherited  from  her  sires,  and  resolved 
to  find  out  the  origin  of  the  unearthly  sounds.  In 
vain  did  Eudocia  endeavour  to  divert  her  from  her 
awful  purpose.  Calm,  but  inflexible,  she  armed  her- 
self with  the  lamp,  —  well  knowing  as  ^e  did,  that 
where  supernatural  adversaries  were  concerned,  a 
light  was  the  most  formidable  weapon  she  could  em- 
ploy,— and  issued  from  the  apartment  with  a  steady 
step,  while  the  less  courageous  Gfecian  crept  tteat" 
bling  at  her  heels,  clinging  to  the  skirts -of  her  gat^ 
ment,  and  mt&ing  her,  as  it  were,  a  stalking'^Jiorse  to 
conceal  her  from  the  fbe. 

"  Thus  linked  together,  they  entered  a  ipaUery  of 
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great  eKtevt,  sileDt  »  tbe  loab,  ^exeept  for  tlie  sound 
1^  their  ow«  fooMeps,  and  imr^sted  with  a  hq  less 
stfHlchcal  dsarkoesBf  ««viDg  whece  it  vas  enligfateDed 
bythw  ow  dim  lamp.  The  hearts  of  both  were 
ehMied  fcj  the  gkiom.  ThnsDalda  herself  hesitated 
to  adraBce,  and  such  was  the  agitatmi  o[  the  waittag^ 
maid  that  she  could  with  diffioaky  heep  npea  her 
feet.  What  then  was  the  honor  of  their  souls,  when 
the  penrading  siienee  was  iaterropted  by  a  deep» 
diaouil  voice^  apparently  at  the  forther  end  of  the 
grilery,  repeatiDg  somethiDg  which  was  nnttttelligifale 
owing  to  the  dislance,  bat  in  so  continnous  a  maener, 
and  with  such  regular  intonations*  that  it  resembled 
the  8tng«90og  of  a  rhetorician  in  the  schools*  or  the 
spouting  of  a  player  on  the  sti^ !  Their  limbs  ra- 
fused  to  bear  Ihem  forther ;  ihey  both  stood  motion- 
less. 

Yet  things  were  far  from  bmng  at  the  worst ; — 
horrompon  horror  seemed  ready  to  overwhelm  them; 
— the  Toice  -was  growing  loader  by  .degrees,  heairy 
fiwtstepe  were  beginning  to  be  heard,  and  a  hage 
hideous  object  was  becoming  dimly  visible  at  the  ex- 
tsemity  of  the  corridor. 

Alas !  what  eould  it  be?  Nothing  could  be  more 
diabolHsal  than  its  appearance.  Black*  butty,  /mou* 
stroua, — 'taller  than  the  sons  of  meu,*-^  seemed  to 
tofq>fe  as  it  adranced,  swajqng  ;about  hettrily  from 
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side  to  side,  in  a  stnuige  maoner  to  behold,  and  ap- 
parently every  instant  on  the  point  of  falling  to  the 
ground.  Yet  it  never  in  effect  came  down,  nor  irre* 
coverably  lost  its  equilibrium.  Regaining  the  per- 
pendicular,  it  always  came  forward  as  before,  and 
pursuing  the  same  tortuous  course,  gradually  ap- 
proached the  two  unhappy  maidens. 

They  now  saw  that  it  was  a  giant,— or  at  least 
that  its  proportions  were  gigantic.  But  its  figure 
was  uncouth  in  the  extreme.  Its  limbs  were  thick 
and  shapeless,  especially  its  legs,  which,  moreover, 
were  so  oddly  constructed  that  the  shank  was  at 
least  three  times  the  length  of  the  thigh,  while  the 
arms  were  so  short  that  they  looked  like  fins,  and  the 
hands  were  not  larger  than  those  of  an  ordinary 
man.  The  shoulders  also  were  of  the  narrowest 
span,  and  the  body  was  of  the  same  thickness  in  all 
parts,  so  that  it  rather  resembled  an  immense  bolster 
than  any  thing  else.  But  its  head  was  the  greatest 
curiosity  of  the  whole; — it  was,  indeed,  perfectly 
unique.  Vast  in  size,  it  was  covered  with  a  mighty 
casque,  from  beneath  which  on  each  side  descended 
an  enormous  quantity  of  coarse  black  hair,  while  in 
front  was  seen  a  visage  of  immense  length,  with 
hollow  cheeks,  lanthorn-jaws,  bushy  eye-brows,  aad 
a  formidable  beard.  The  most  remarkable  charac- 
teristic of  this  countenance,  howevet,  was  its  iut- 
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taoTMble  rigidity ;  the  ejes  were  motionless  in  their 
sockets^  and  the  lips  though  parted,  seemed  incapable 
of  being  closed.  It  was  the  physiognomy  of  a  statne 
or  a  mummy. 

Besides  the  helmet  on  its  head*  this  strange  object 
was  decorated  with  a  bright  steel  corslet,  and  other 
articles  of  defensive  armour.  Yet  its  apparel  was 
not  exclusively  military,  for  a  long  pnrple  mantle 
depended  from  its  shoulders,  and  gave  it  an  appear* 
aace  of  magisterial  dignity,  while  its  legs  were  en* 
cased  in  long  buskins,  neither  resembling  the  caUgeB 
of  the  soldier,  nor  the  sandals  of  an  ordinary  man. 
In  its  right  hand  was  brandished  a  truncheon,  which 
partook  strongly  of  the  warlike  character. 

On  the  whole,  it  was  a  terrible  apparition  to  be- 
hold. There  was  something  so  ambiguous  in  its 
aspect  that  the  most  experienced  observer  could 
hardly  have  determined  whether  it  belonged  to  the 
fiving  or  the  dead.  It  is  true  that  it  walked,  and 
breathed,  and  moved.  But  its  face  was  that  of  a 
corpse ;  and  its  gait  was  so  infirm,  its  steps  so  waver- 
ing, and  its  motions  so  eccentric,  that  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  endued  with  more  than  a  small  por- 
tion of  vitality ; — a  faint  spark  or  emanation  from  the 
soul  which  animates  a  man. 

Such  at  least  were  the  refiections  of  Thosnelda  as 
the  frightful  monster  came  towards  her.    Yet  ter- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


174  PIBO  Aim  tHB  fHEKJEFSCT. 

vlfied  m  flhe  was,  slie  made  no  attempt  to  get  eat  <tf 
its  way,  tbongfa  ^e  saw  tbat  it  must  ineyilaikly  eeaie 
in  contact  witli  lier  eompamon  or  herself.  In  fmtb, 
she  was  incapable  of  even  trying  to  escape ;  her  fears 
disabled  her,— her  limbs  were  paralysed, — and  she 
sank  npon  the  ground  motionless. 

At  length  it  arrived  within  one  pace  of  her,  and 
its  rigfit  leg  was  again  raised,  as  in  the  act  of  mardi- 
ing.  When,  however,  it  was  abont  to  pnt  dowB 
its  foot,  in  doing  which  it  must  inevitably  have 
crdshed  the  damsel  to  death,  it  seemed  suddenly  to 
perceive  her  situation,  and  remained  stationary  npon 
one  leg,  with  its  hands  resting  against  the  walls,  and 
its  face  inclined  over  her.  Thus  both  continued 
motionless;  the  one  from  apprehension,  the  other 
seemingly  from  surprise.  The  great,  hideous,  meak* 
like  visage  of  the  spectre  was,  indeed,  still  inex* 
pressive  as  before ;  its  rigid  features  were  incapaUe 
of  change ;  but  its  attitude  evinced  astonishment  tlie 
moat  profound;  nor  could  any  agitation  of  the 
countenance  have  more  clearly  demonstrated  this 
feeling,  than  the  constrained  posture  of  its  stooping 
body,  stretched-out  neck,  and  foot  suspended  in 
the  air. 

Presently  this  state  of  things  received  a  partial 
interruption.  A  deep,  chuckling,  cackling  langfa, 
which  to  the  ears  of  Thusnelda  sounded  like  the 
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ntiUUty  of  a  Aemd,  was  heard  to  iatue  frop  the 
thorax  of  the  apparitioa,  and  passing  through  its 
hsif-cfieQ  lips,  which,  iieyertheless,  remained  quite 
BotioBlosa,  fiUed  the  whole  place  with  sounds  of  the 
SMist  diabcdical  and  monstrous  kind.  There  was, 
•  indeed,  something  peeollarly  shocking  in  the  cachin- 
aation.  I^ong,  load,  eontinaed  peals,  were  follow- 
ed by  explosions,  short,  sharp,  and  guttural ;  these 
ilgain  were  succeeded  by  a  gmat  or  a  squeal,  inter- 
mingled with  a  spotter.  But  the  most  abominable 
peealiarity  of  the  whole,  was  an  air  of  soffocation, 
which  prevented  the  sounds  from  becoming  distinctly 
audible,  and  even  caused  them  to  appear  more  distfint 
than  io  fact  they  were. 

Alter  a  while  these  signs  of  mii^hfuluess  began  to 
he  intermixed  with  words,  either  pronounced  sepa- 
rately in  an  exclamatory  manper,  or  in  short  dis- 
jointed sentences,  scarcely  intelligible,  and  uttered 
like  the  laughter  in  a  stifled  tone  of  Toice,  "  Oh ! 
ho!  ho!*'  cried  the  ghost,  ''oh,  what  a  shf^e! — 
oh,  what  a  shame ! — poor  things  poor  thing ! — oh,  • 
what  a  shame  ! — we've  done  il,  we've  done  it ! — oh, 
what  a  shame !  come,  come,  come ! — get  up  from  the 
ground, — get  up,  get  up ! — that's  right  my  darlings — 
I'll  help  you  up, — I'm  the  man  to  help  you, — oh, 
what  a  shame !— can't  get  you  up,  can't  get  you  up- 
heavy  as  lead,  heavy  as  lead,^ead  drank,  dead 
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drunk^ —  oh,  what  a  shame ! —  hae,  hae,  has,  hae ! —  Tm 
the  man  to  help  ;ou,  —  has,  hm,  has,  hae!*"  and 
another  peal  of  smothered  laughter  burst  from  the 
apparition,  whose  enormous  figure  was  agitated  and 
convulsed  at  the  same  time  with  such  violence,  that 
it  seemed  on  the  point  of  splitting  in  two,  or  tum- 
bling into  bits.  Its  right  foot  had  descended  to  the 
ground  ;  it  bestrode  the  prostrate  maiden,  after  tbe 
manner  of  a  colossus ;  and  while  its  fin-like  arms 
dangled  impotently  by  its  sides,  its  mighty  head 
rolled  tumaltttously  upon  it&  shoulders,  as  if  the  neck 

was  in  a  dislocated  state. 

The  astonishment  of  Thusnelda  was  complete. 
What  could  be  the  meaning  of  what  she  saw « and 
heard?  Was  it  possible  that  a  supernatural  being  of 
any  sort,  —  even  of  the  most  degraded  and  accursed 
kind, — could  behave  itself  with  so  little  dignity,  and 
give  utterance  to  such  abominable  stuff?  The  thing 
seemed  incredible  ; — it  was  absolutely  anomalous  ;— 
it  implied  a  contradiction,  and  could  not  be  believed. 
*Yet  how  else  was  the  strange  transaction  to  be  ex- 
plained? The  huge  figure  standing  over  her  was 
not  that  of  a  man  ;  neither  was  it  that  of  a  god  ;  nor 
did  it  bear  any  resemblance  to  those  ambiguous 
beings,  half  human,  half  divine,  known  to  the  classical 
community  by  the  name  of  Satyrs,  Fauns,  or  Dryads. 
It  must  surely  be  a  Larva  after  all !     Perhaps,  too. 
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it  was  a  Lar?a  io  aa  intoxicated  state.  There  was 
aa  idea  which  would  at  once  account  for  every  thing ! 
It  shot  across  her  mind,  and  she  was  enlightened. 

Meanwhile  the  monster  kept  playing  off  its  antics 
as  before;  throwing  abont  its  head  in  a  strange 
manner  io  behold,  swinging  its  arms  from  side  to 
side  with  the  regularity  of  a  pendalum,  and  giving 
utterance  to  reiterated  peals  of  laughter,  intermixed 
with  words  of  doubtful  import,  wild^  incoherent, 
maudlin^  and  absurd.  At  last,  however,  a  change 
came  over  it;  its  mirthfulness  was  repressed;  its 
movements  became  less  vehement ;  and  retreating  one 
pace,  it  assumed  an  attitude  of  composure,  stretched 
forth  its  right  hand,  waved  its  truncheon  with  an 
air  of  dignity,  and  in  slow  solemn  accents  commenced 
a  set  speech  in  blank  verse,  which  it  apparently  ad* 
dressed  either  to  vacancy  or  to  the  walls,  for  its 
face  was  averted  from  the  two  damsels,  whom  it 
seemed  now  to  have  completely  overlooked.  Neither 
did  the  words  of  its  harangue  appear  to  have  any 
reference  to  passing  events,  or  present  circumstances. 
They  seemed,  rather,  to  bear  upon  some  remote 
occurrence,  historical  or  imaginary,  and  probably 
formed  part  of  an  oration  addressed  by  a  hero  to  his 
troops,  inasmuch  as  the  words  '*  soldiers,  friends,  and 
countrymen,"  were  frequently  repeated,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  high-flown  phrases  calculated 
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to  atraken  patriotism,  and  inspire  couragey  saoh  as 
"  think  of  Leonidas  !  —  remember  the  Straits  of 
TfaermopylaB !  —  dishonour  not  your  sires !  —  Greeks 
are  ye  all>  and  as  Greeks  ye  should  behare/'  This 
spirited  exhortation  was,  however,  occasionally  inter- 
rupted by  a  hiccup,  which  burst,  as  it  were,  from'  the 
speaker's  lips,  in  spite  of  himself,  and  marred  the 
effect  of  his  most  impressive  language  by  its  vulgar 
sound. 

''  Poor  drunken  Larva  !*'  thought  Thusnelda  to 
herself,  "ye  know  not  what  ye  aay!  I  pity  yon 
from  my  inmost  soul :  yet  I  eannot  but  despise  you 
while  I  do  ao,  too." 

At  last  the  apparition  ceased  spouting.  It  had 
finished  its  rhapsody,  and  that  seemingly  much  to  its 
own  satisfaction,  for  it  laughed,  chuckled,  rubbed  its 
hands,  and  testified  many  other  symptoms  of  ap- 
plause. Then  wheeling  about,  and  turning  its  back 
upon  the  ladies  without  bidding  them  adieu,  it  be- 
gan to  retreat  down  the  gallery  with  the  same  un- 
steady gait  which  had  characteiised  its  approach. 
When,  however,  it  had  withdrawn  to  the  distance  of 
a  few  yards,  and  began  to  be  rendered  indistinct  by 
the  darkness  of  the  place,  it  was  seen  suddenly  to 
stop  short,  and  beoome  violently  agitated  from  head 
to  foot.  This  convulsive  movement  was  followed  by 
an  operation  of  the  most  extraordinary  kind.    The 
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piiiQtoin  seemed  to  fall  to  pieces ;  a  portion  of  it 
stalked  away,  and  left  the  residne  iipoo  the  groon4f 
prostrate. 

'nnianelda  vas  horrov-strickeo  at  the  sight.  It  was 
loathsome  and  revoltiag  in  the  extreme ;  her  bhM>d 
froze  in  her  veins,  and  her  flesh  crapt  on  her  bones 
when  she  thought  of  it. 

Endoeia  was  still  Ijring  in  a  state  of  insensibility 
at  her  feet.  Even  before  the  spectre  had  become 
completely  visible  she  had  fainted ;  its  voice  alone 
had  ''  done  her  np/'  But  now  that  the  apparition 
had  taken  its  departure,  Thusnelda  with  some  diffi- 
culty  roased  her  from  her  oblivions  state,  commu* 
nicated  what  had  passed  with  as  much  brevity  as 
possible,  and  declared  her  resolution  to  unravel  the 
mystery  by  a  personal  inspection  of  the  spot  where  she 
supposed  the  fragments  of  the  Larva  to  be  laid«  In 
vain  did  the  Abigail  deprecate  the  step.  The  heroine 
was  inexomble ;  no  dangers  could  appal  her{  neither 
was  she  merely  satisfied  with  enoonntering  them  her- 
self; she  resolv^  that  her  attendant  shoold  share 
them  too;  seising  h^  by  the  haod,  therefore,  she 
compelled  her  to  accompany  her  towards  the  fatal 
goal; — stepping  cautiously  along,  and  examining  the 
floor  on  all  sides  as  she  went  Nor  did  she  long  ex* 
amine  ii  in  vain.  Somethmg  was  observed  lying 
IB  a  heap ; — it  looked  like  the  body  of  a  man.    Yet 
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she  knew  not  what  to  make  of  it.  There  was  qd- 
questionably  a  head,  and  that  one  of  extraordinary 
siae.  It  was  moreover  covered  with  a  casque ;  and 
though  the  face  was  tamed  downwards^  it  was  evi- 
dently furnished  with  a  beard.  There  was  also  a 
pair  of  legs,  thick,  shapeless,  and  of  an  unreasonable 
length.  But  there  did  not  appear  to  be  aaythiog 
else;  the  body  and  the  arms  were  both  wanting; 
they  had  never  had  an  existence,  or  they  had  dis- 
appeared* 

After  gazing  at  these  mutilated  reliques  for  some 
time,  and  perceiving  that  they  did  not  stir,  Thns- 
nelda  proceeded  to  examine  them  more  ckisely,  and 
soon  satisfied  herself  that  the  head  was  the  same 
which  she  had  seen  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  appari- 
tion ;  or  at  least  that  it  was  externally  alike.  Never- 
theless, upon  reversing  its  position,  and  turning  itnp- 
side  down,  she  discovered,  to  her  astonishment,  that 
it  was  nothing  but  an  empty  shell,  destitute  of  brains, 
and  so  completely  hollow  that  she  could  with  ease 
have  thrust  her  whole  arm  into  it  through  the  aper- 
ture at  the  neck.  The  legs  also  were  of  the  same 
construction,  .or  rather  resembled  an  immense  pair  of 
boots.  The  mystery,  therefore,  was  explained.  It 
was  clear  that  she  beheld  the  reliques  of  a  real,  ge- 
nuine and  undoubted  Larva ;  for  they  were  pre-emi- 
nently distinguished  by  that    want  of  an  interior 
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I 

I  whieli  «he  had  been  assored  was  the  cbaraoterUtie  of 

I  the  whole  race. 

She  pondered  on  the  pheooinenoD»  and  the  blood 
ran  oold  in  her  Teins.  "  The  nasty,  hateful,  loathsome 
things !''  whispered  she  to  her  companion,  shudder- 
ing as  she  spoke.  How,  then,  was  she  surprised 
when  the  damsel  suddenly  gave  emission  to  a  burst 
of  langbter,  and  bestowing  a  kick  upon  the  huge 
head  as  it  lay  upon  the  ground,  sent  it  rolling  away 
to  a  distance,  while  she  exclaimed  with  a  loud  Toice, 
"  The  Lanra!  the  Larra! — yes,  indeed,  it  is  a  larva, — 
a  latrva  of  the  proper  sort !'' — ^and  again  gave  way  to 
saeb  T^iement  hilarity  that  she  made  the  roof  re- 
▼erberate  with  her  voice.  After  a  space,  however, 
her  raptures  began  to  subside;  and  as  her  tranquillity 
returned,  she  seemed  to  feel  conscious  that  she  had 
been  guilty  of  an  impropriety  for  which  it  was  her 
duty  to  account.  She  accordingly  comm<mced  an 
explanation,,  and  Thosnelda  now  for  the  first  time  be- 
came aware  that  there  were  two  sorts  of  larvtB;  the 
mask  and  head-piece  of  an  actor  on  the  stage  being 
distangnished  by  the  same  name  appropriated  to  that 
peculiar  class  of  visionary  beings  which  they  were 
supposed  to  resemble  in  their  hollowness,  and  vie 
with  in  their  fearful  aspect.  The  German  young 
lady,  in  her  ignorance  of  classical  affairs,  had  mis- 
taken the  substantial  Larva  for  the  spiritual. 
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"  I  BOW  nndentand  the  wbole  thing  perfectly/' 
said  the  waiting-maid,  going  close  up  to  her  patWK 
noM,  and  whispering  in  her  ear;  "I  know  how  it  all 
has  happened;  there  is  a  mystery  in  the  basiness, 
but  It  is  easily  expUined.  The  troth  is/'  contioned 
she  that,  as  I  have  already  hinted  to  yon,  my  Dis- 
tress and  Basilides  are  sworn  friends;  bat  as  the 
latter  is  extremely  careful  of  his  character,  he  is 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  all  sorts  of  tricks  and 
3tratagem«  to  effect  a  private  interview,  and  I  sus- 
pect this  is  one  of  them,  although  not  conducted  with 
the  prudence  which  he  commonly  displays.  He  was, 
I  suppose,  more  than  half-seas  over  when  he  retired 
from  the  suf^per-tabie.  He  probably  went  home  with 
the  intention  of  sleeping  off  the  effects  of  his  debaupb, 
but  beiug  seized  with  an  inclioatbn  to  revisit  his  he- 
loved,  it  no  doubt  occurred  to  him  in  his  intoxication* 
that  the  best  way  to  effect  a  meeting  would  be  to 
disguise  himself  in  his  thea^ical  attire,  and  return 
thus  to  the  palace.  He  must,  no  doubt,  have  for- 
gotten that  the  object  of  his  adoration  bad  herself 
quitted  it  some  time  before ;  and  finding  ber  apart- 
ments empty,  he  has  been  since  seeking  her  else- 
where, and  exposing  himself  to  detection  as  we  see. 
I  think  it  would  be  but  friendly  in  us  to  follow  htm, 
and  endeavour  to  avert  the  consequences  of  fais  fault. 

Thusnelda,  agreeing  with  her  in  this,  they  pro- 
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ceeded  on  their  expedition,  widking  down  the  gal* 
lery  arm  in  ann»  with  great  confidence  and  compo* 
sore,  nnmolested  by  any  fears  of  the  snpemataral ; 
ere  long  reaching  its  end,  they  passed  through  an 
archway  into  a  large  room;  which  they  had  no 
sooner  entered  than  their  ears  were  again  assailed  by 
the  sonnd  of  spouting ;  and  on  penetrating  fiurther, 
they  perceived  the  figure  of  Basilides,  undisgnised  by 
his  mask,  and  reduced  to  the  size  of  an  ordinary  man 
by  the  loss  of  his  immense  bodts,  or  eotkumi.  He 
still,  however,  wore  his  bright  steel  cnirass,  and  held 
his  truncheon  in  his  hand,  while,  owing  to  his  reduced 
stature,  his  enormous  purple  cloak  trailed  behind  him 
to  a  vast  distance  on  the  ground,  and  looked  like  the 
robe  of  a  monarch  ridiculously  caricatured. 

Pitying  his  condition,  Endocia  went  up  to  him,  and 
addressed  him  soothingly,  while  she  took  him  by  the 
hand.  But  it  was  all  to  no  purpose,  for  though  he 
broke  off  his  rhapsody,  and  even  halted  in  his  march, 
it  was  evident  that  her  words  made  no  impression  on 
his  mind ;  he  gazed  at  her  as  she  spoke  vrith  a  vacant 
countenance,  lolled  out  his  tongue  foolishly,  and 
grinned  with  the  expression  of  an  inebriated  ape. 

*'  All  is  lost !"  cried  she,  "  alas,  poor  wretch,  his 
fate  is  sealed  !  and  how  dreadfuF  w91  be  the  punish- 
ment of  his  offence !  The  noise  be  makes  must  dis- 
turb the  whole  house;  he  will  be  found  where  it  is 
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death  for  him  to  iDtrude,-*-<leath^  I  would  say,  to  his 
theatrical  character  at  once.  He  will  be  hooted  off 
the  stage  for  his  immorality ; — scourged  by  the  hand 
of  the  public  Iictor ; — banished  from  the  land  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  fined  to  the  amount  of  his 
whole  fortune." 

And  the  sympathising  girl  shed  tears  while  she 
apostrophised  him.  She  felt  for  his  situation ;  she 
compassionated  his  offence,  and  she  deplored  her 
inability  to  befriend  him. 

A  loud  noise  was  now  heard  in  the  house:  the 
fatal  crisis  was  at  hand  !  People  could  not  sleep  in 
their  beds  for  ever  while  a  drunken  man  was  ranting, 
and  raving,  and  tearing  about  right  over  their  heads, 
— sleep  hard  as  they  would.  They  were  roused 
therefore  at  last.  They  were  coming  to  punish  him 
for  his  diabolical  offence.  Nothing  could  assuage 
their  wrath  and  anger.  Nothing  could  induce  them 
to  forgive  so  detestable  a  wretch; — a  wretch  who 
had  infringed  the  hours  sacred  to  repose,  and  marred 
by  his  noisiness  the  happiness  of  a  night. 

Yet,  culpable  as  he  was,  the  tender-hearted  Abigail 
was  still  anxious  to  rescue  her  intoxicated  protegee. 

**  Dear,  dear !  what  can  I  do  ?"  cried  she,  whim- 
pering, and  wringing  her  hands.  Then  rushing  up 
to  him  in  a  paroxysm  of  distress,  she  endeavoured  to 
envelope  him  in  his  own  cloak,  throwing  the  tail  of  it 
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all  over  his  face  to  blind  him,  after  the  manner 
pursued  by  batchers  in  the  treatment  of  an  un- 
manageable ox.  But  deprivation  of  sight,  had 
not  the  same  effect  in  taming  the  man»  which  it  is 
sometimes  found  to  produce  upon  the  brute.  The 
overwhelmed  actor  struggled  to  get  loose,  and  voci- 
ferated more  outrageously  than  ever. 

Meanwhile  the  sounds  of  the  approaching  enemy 
became  every  instant  more  distinctly  audible,  and 
the  terrors  of  the  waiting-maid  augmented  in  propor- 
tion. **  Here  they  come,  here  they  come  !"  cried 
she,  despairingly.  At  the  same  moment  the  door 
was  thrown  open  with  a  loud,  crash,  and  in  rushed, 
not  the  expected  persecutors  of  the  drunken  man, 
but  the  very  individual  whom  he  had  braved  so  many 
dangers  to  embrace,  Laurentia  Ogulnia  herself,  who 
with  sparkling  eyes  and  inflamed  cheeks,  came  im- 
petuously along,  returned  from  her  excursion  to  the 
much-songht  fane  of  Isis. 

**  What  a  fortunate  occurrence !"  said  Endocia  to 
herself,  **  the  secret  of  the  poor  wretch  is  in  safe 
keeping  after  all."  And  perceiving  that  conceal- 
ment was  no  longer  necessary,  she  extricated  him 
from  the  trammels  of  his  cloak. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


A  JOURNBT   TO  TVaCVtVH* 


Onb  day^  soon  after  the  banquet^  Scribonos  Mom* 
mins  informed  hia  nephew  that  he  bad  r«ceiyed  a 
very  pressing  invitation  from  a  Consuhw  Senator 
named  Magnns  to  spend  a  day  with  him  at  his  Tua* 
cnlan  villa,  where  he  always  resided  during  the  siimr 
mer  months.  ''Thoa  art  also  asked,"  added  Ae 
senior,  *^  and  Magnus  hath  expressed  himself  parti^ 
calarly  desirons  of  thy  company,  as  thoa  wilt  perceive 
by  this  billet,  which  he  has  commissioned  me  to  put 
into  thy  hands.  He  was  once  intimate  with  thy 
father,  and  as  he  is  a  man  of  spotless  character,  tbop 
canst  not  do  better  than  accept  his  proffered  friend- 
ship.'' So  saying,  he  presented  Piso  with  an  unsealed 
letter,  which  was  found  to  contain  the  following 
words : 
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"To  Calfurkius  Piso. 
"  Although  I  am  not  personaUy  known  to  tbee* 
yet,  pemdveDtnre,  thou  hast  heard  my  name*  which 
it  neither  obscure  nor  infamoas.  I  tmst,  therefore, 
thoo  wilt  not  refuse  me  an  opportunity  of  caltivatinf 
thine  aeqoaintanoe^  I  have  loog  been  desirons  of 
embraetng  the  son  of  my  ancient  friend. 

'^Thy  worthy  nnde  will  inform  thee  I  hare  re* 
qaested  him  to  Tisit  me  at  Tnsculnm ;  and  shonid  he 
accept  the  ioTitation,  may  I  Tentore  to  hope  then 
irilt  also  iaTOur  me  with  thy  presence  ? 

"I  cannot  offer  thee  in  my  sylvan  abode,  the 
loxorions  g^tifications  of  the  metropdis ;  but  if  the 
limple  amasements  of  the  conntry,  and  the  rational 
convefsation  of  a  few  plain  men,  have  charms  for  thy 
yet  nnoorrupted  mind,  I  trust  thou  wilt  not  be  dis* 
satisfied  with  thine  entertainment    Farewell. 

"Magnus/' 

Having  read  this  epistle,  Piso  declared  Us  readi- 
ness to  comply  with  ike  hospitable  request  of  the 
writer,  and  it  was  accordingly  determined  that  a 
messenger  shonid  be  at  once  despatched  to  Tnscn- 
Imn  with  a  favourable  answer.  The  following  day 
was  appointed  for  the  visit,  for  Magnus  in  his  letter 
to  Scribonius  Mummius  (which  accompanied  that  to 
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the  young  man)  had  particularly  requested  that  no 
time  might  be  lost ; — for  reasons  nvhich,  he  said,  he 
would  explain  afterwards. 

Soon  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  which  succeeded 
the  receipt  of  this  invitation^  Piso  therefore  descend- 
ed into  the  atrium,  or  entrance-hall  of  the  mansion, 
at  the  gates  of  which  stood  his  uncle's  best  travellings 
chariot,  while  four  very  splendid  horses  were  pre* 
paring  for  the  journey  by  the  grooms.  On  per^ 
ceiving  the  young  nobleman,  these  operatives  began 
bustling  about,  and  in  two  or  three  minutes  harnened 
in  the  animals,  patting  all  four  of  them  abreast,  ac* 
cording  to  the  practice  of  the  times,  the  long  leather 
traces  of  a  modern  stage-ooach  being  still  at  that 
period  undiscovered. 

Scarcely  had  they  finished  the  job,  when  their 
venerable  master  made  his  advent.  He  entered  the 
atrium  with  a  limping  g^it,  and  a  countenance  expres- 
sive of  intense  bodily  pain,  so  that  his  nephew  was  in- 
duced to  inquire  at  him,  what  was  the  matter  with  his 
leg? — whereunto  he  replied,  in  a  whimpering  voice, 
that  he  had  just  met  with  a  very  unpleasant  acci- 
dent,— which,  moreover,  he  feared  was  no  less  omi- 
nous than  agonizing, — ^having  broken  the  nail  of  his 
right,  g^eat  toe  as  he  came  down  stairs  from  his 
dormitory.  So  saying,  he  exhibited  the  lacerated 
member  to  the  young  man ;  and  while  an  attendant 
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was  buidiog  it  up,  "exaetlj  soch  an  accident  as 
tlnV  added  he,  "  befel  the  patriot  Tiberius  Grac- 
chns  the  day  before  he  was  murdered.  Alas !  I  fear 
it  bodes  me  no  good ;  or  at  least  it  indicates  some  sad 
mishap,  unless  we  pat  off  that  accursed  jaunt  to 
Tusculum.  Let  us,  then,  nephew,  obey  the  will  of  the 
gods^  and  stay  quietly  at  home  till  the  danger  be 
past/' 

Bat  Piso  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  accede  to 
this  proposal;  he  promised  himself  a  good  deal  of 
pleasure  from  thp  projected  trip,  and  placed  far  less 
reliance  on  prognostics  than  his  uncle.  He  there- 
fore derided  soch  superstitious  notions,  which  he  said 
were  unfit  for  an  enlightened  age  like  ^he  present ; 
and  he  added,  that  his  kinsman  would  infallibly  be- 
come the  laughing-stock  of  all  the  world,  if  he  suf- 
fered his  conduct  to  be  influenced  by  a  circumstance 
which  would  hardly  have  had  weight  with  the  most 
credulous  soothsayers  of  antiquity.  He  could  not 
have  employed  a  more  effective  aigument,  consider- 
ing the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed ;  for  Mum- 
mius  was  a  slave  to  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and 
dreaded  the  ridicule  of  his  compatriots  beyond  all 
other  evils  which  the  gods  in  their  wrath,  or  men  in 
their  malice  could  inflict*  Piso,  consequently,  gained 
his  point.  Blushing  up  to  the  eyes  at  his  own  want 
of  scepticism,  the  modest  old  senator  puUed  on  his 
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boots,  called  for  fais  hat,  and  was  just  ui  liie  act  ^f 
patting  it  oo  his  head,  when  a  small  green  fizacd 
crept  frcMn  the  interior,  and  falling  on  the  ground, 
disappeared  amongst  the  stones  which  formed  the 
pavement. 

His  horror  and  astonishment  are  not  to  be  de^ 
scribed  when  he  witnessed  this  phenomeoon.    Tam- 
ing to  the  youth  with  a  ghastly  smile,  "  Now,  Piao," 
he  exolaimedy  **  I  trust  thau  wilt  acknowledge  ^t  I 
was  not  under  a  mistake !    Thou  hast  seen  the  thing 
with  thine  own  eyes.    Thou  didst  4ooff  impiously  ui 
the  first  omen,  but  thou  canst  not  disregard   the 
second.     This    is    exactly  parallel  with  the  other 
warning  receiTed  by  Tiberius  Gracchus;  for  when 
that  illustrious  demagogue  was  about  to  put  on  his 
helmet,  he  found  that  two  Tenomous  serpents  had 
privily  crawled  into  it,  and  ttiere  lidd  their  eggs. 
However/'  continued  he,  **  these  were  not  the  only 
omens  which  forewarned  the  miserable  end  of  Grrac^ 
chus.    There  was  also  an   unfavourable  a»gury  of 
that  sort  called  Tripudiom,  taken  from  the  manner 
in  which  cocks  and  hens  are  observed  to  peck  Aheir 
food ;  and,  Piso,  as  I  am  myself  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Augurs,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  ns  toiiave 
reoourse  to  this  mode  of  divination,  befon  <w«  'pas^ 
oeed  any  further  with  the  business." 
That  said,  he  gave  the  necessary  oideis  to  his 
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daveSy  \i^  tbereupoo  produced  a  hen-ooop  of  coe^ 
dderable  sase^  from  the  interior  of  which  iamwd 
difiR  eackling  sonnds,  asd  placed  it  in  the  middle 
of  the  hall.  Silence  being*  then  prodMrned^  the 
▼eneraMe  Angur  caused  the  coop  to  be  opened,  and 
threw  a  handful  of  barley  on  Hke  grooud  before  it; 
bat  none  of  the  chickens  coming  forth,  he  stmek  the 
top  of  their  habitation  witfi  his  hand.  It  was  all  to 
no  pnrpoee :  he.  could  not  preratl  npon  one  of  them 
to  stir.  He  became  agitated,  and  shook  the  coop 
witk  so  mnch  Tiolenoe,  that  a  solttwry  individual  at 
last  made  its  appearance.  It  was  a  miserable  locA^ 
tng  little  bird,  with  a  pale  sickly  face,  and  raBed 
festhers.  It  came  limping  out  as  if  it  could  scarcely 
walk,  stood  still  for  a  moment,  stretched  out  its 
riglit  wing  and  the  leg  on  the  same  side,  and  without 
euting  a  morsel,  ran  back  again  into  its  hutch,  where 
it  perserered  in  remaining  with  its  companions,  in 
spite  of  the  reiterated  efforts  made  to  expel  it. 

Seriboaius  Mummins  trembled  all  over  from  head 
to  feet  His  nerves  were  unable  to  resist  the  shoiA ; 
his  knees  smote  each  other,  and  he  gasped  for  breath. 
Iliree  dreadful  prodigies  bad  now  occurred,— each 
almost  sufficient  in  itself  to  have  destroyed  his  peace 
of  ndnd  for  ever.  Piso  endeavoured  to  administer 
consolation ;  but  his  arguments  and  entreaties  were 
alike  unheeded  by  the  affrighted  Augur,  who  could 
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only  exclaim  that  some  terrible  fate  awuted  bim, 
which  he  feared  it  would  be  impossible  to  avert. 
The  youthy  therefore,  finding  that  words  availed  hint 
nothing,  had  recourse  to  a  plan  of  a  different  kind  ^ 
calling  for  a  bowl  of  potent  wine,  he  recommended 
the  unhappy  man  to  drink  it  off,  in  order  to  defend 
his  stomach  against  the  morning  air,  which  blew 
damp  and  chilly  through  the  entrance  of  the  uncom* 
fortable  place  in  which  they  stood..   The  sage  took 
his  advice,  and  gulped  down  the  liquor.    A  smile  of 
satisfaction  lighted  up  his  countenance.    He  spread 
his  hand  upon  his  bosom,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
feeling  of  warmth  which  gradually  diffused  itself 
through   his   meagre  and   attenuated  frame.     His 
spirits  rose  in  a  manner  quite  miraculous,  and  losing 
all   remembrance   of  the  perils    which  surrounded 
him,  he  turned  upon  his  heel,  shuffled  across  the 
hall  with  irregular  but  hasty  steps,  and  leapt  into  the 
carriage  in  a  trice.     Piso  lost  no  time  in  following 
his  example,  and  away  they  dashed  down  the  Pa- 
latine Mount,  and  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  on 
their  way  towards  the  Latian  Gate.    Wliilst  thus 
driving  along,  the  temporary  excitement  caused  by 
the  draught  beginning  to  subside,  Scribonius  Mum- 
mius  betrayed  signs  of  uneasiness,  and  repented  (as 
it  seemed)  of  the  rash  step  which  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  take. 
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'^  PisPy"  said  lie  at  last  in  a  loud  shrill  ▼oice, 
whicb  nayertheless  was  bat  jast  aodible  amidst  the 
horrible  din  occasioned  by  the  transit  of  their  cltunsj 
vehicle  across  the  rough  and  rugged  pavement,  "  it 
really  was  a  strange  phenomenon,  that,  of  the  chick* 
ens.  I  never  before  met  with  any  thing  of  the  sort. 
I  have  seen  the  animals  decline  their  food,  or  peck 
at  it  daintily  as  if  they  had  little  inclination  to  eat. 
I  have  seen  them  scatter  it  about  with  their  wings, 
or  even  turn  away  from  it  in  disgust.  And  bad 
enough  have  such  prognostics  always  been  esteemed. 
But  never  did  I  find  them  so  determined  not  to  leave 
their  coop.  Indeed,  I  believe  it  is  altogether  an 
unprecedented  event,  and  bodes  some  hitherto  un- 
heard-of horrors.  But  hold,  nephew ! — look  at  those 
birds  of  ill  omen  on  the  top  of  the  arch ! — Mehercule! 
—  how  desperately  they  fight !" 

And  in  fact,  as  he  spoke  thus,  the  carriage  was 
approaching  the  arch  of  Lucius  Verus,  on  the  summit 
of  which  two  carrion-crows  were  seen  engaged  in 
single  combat,  with  all  the  desperation  and  implaca- 
inlity  peculiar  to  that  mode  of  settling  a  dispute.  In 
another  moment  the  chariot  passed  under  the  arch, 
when  a  small  fragment  of  marble,  dislodged  by  the 
birds  during  their  strife,  fell  down  perpendicularly 
upon  the  head  of  the  philosopher,  which  it  struck 
with  so  much  violence,  that  he  could  not  forbear  crying 
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out  in  a  tone  of  aagnish,  that  ^^  the  Grods  were  re- 
solved on  his  destructioo."  Even  PUo  was  alarmed 
at  these  repeated  prodigies ;  and  though  far  less 
superstitious  than  his  countrymen  in  general*  acknow* 
lodged  within  himself  that  it  was  a  shame  and  a 
scandal  to  have  commenced  the  journey  under  suck 
unfavourable  auspices.  Howeveri  not  wishing  to 
discourage  his  companion,  and  being  unwilling  to  dis- 
appoint the  noble  individual  they  were  about  to  visit 
by  turning  back,  he  affected  to  laugh  at  the  amdent 
which  had  just  occurred,  as  well  as  at  those  precediog 
it;  while  the  old  philosopher  himself,  being  aorely 
ashamed  of  the  unmanly  cry  which  he  bad  uttered  in 
his  ag^ny, — ^inconsistent  as  it  was  with  his  assumed 
character  of  a  Stoic,  —  resolved  to  make  amends  for 
the  slip  by  the  quiet  intrepidity  of  his  conduct  after* 
wards.  On,  therefore,  they  went,  in  silence  and  in 
fear,  as  if  they  were  conscious  of  the  impending  evils 
without  knowing  how  to  shun  them ;  till  passing,  the 
south-eastern  boundaries  of  the  metropolis^  they 
entered  on  the  Latian  Way. 

The  Latian  Way,  like  many  other  roads  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  capital,  was  devoted  to  sepalchial 
purposes.  When,  therefore,  the  travellers  issued 
from  the  city,  they  at  once  found  themselves  in  an 
avenue  of  tombs,  —  a  dark,  dismal,  horrid  place»  the 
termination  of  whidi  they  were  unable  to  distinguidi. 
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And  preseoUj,  as  they  proceeded,  a  funeral  proces- 
sion of  no  ordinarj  magnificence  interrapted  their 
career.  Being  consequently  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  following  it  at  a  decreased  pace,  they  very  naturally 
employed  themselves  in  watching  the  progress  of  the 
defunct,  and  in  making  inquiries  at  his  sorvivbg 
friends  concerning  him.  A  venerable  senator,  who 
enacted  the  part  of  chief  mourner,  took  upon 
himself  to  reply ;  when  they  heard,  to  their  unequi- 
vocal astonishment  and  disgust,  that  the  deceased 
was  no  other  than  an  extraordinary  magpie. 

"  The  bird,"  said  the  senator,  **  belonged  to  a  poor 
shoemaker,  who  lived  near  the  Forum,  and  it  pos- 
sessed the  strange  faculty  of  speaking  like  a  man. 
Every  morning  at  the  same  hour  it  used  to  hop  up 
into  the  Rostrum,  and  there  evinced  its  attachment 
to  the  established  government  by  exclaiming  in  a 
shrill  voice,  *^  Health  to  the  Emperor  Haximin ! 
health  to  our  noble  Prsefect  I  long  may  they  lire  and 
prosper !"  with  many  other  phrases  of  the  same  sort 
This  went  on  for  years.  But  at  last  another  cobbler, 
envious  of  the  fame  which  his  brother  of  the  awl 
acquired  by  the  possession  of  so  talented  a  creature, 
watched  his  opportunity,  and  treacherously  put  it  to 
death.  The  murderer  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  just 
resentment  of  the  populace.  He  was  torn  into  atoms 
as  a  pnnuhment  for  the  deed,  and  the  mangled  rem- 
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nants  of  bis  carcase  were  abandooed  to  the  dogs. 
Tbe  corpse  of  the  bird,  on  the  other  hand,  was  care- 
fully preserved,  and  we  are  now  about  to  deposit  it 
in  a  sepulchre  which  has  been  prepared  for  its  recep- 
tion." 

Piso  and  his  uncle  accompanied  the  murdered 
chatterer  to  its  last  home,  and  saw  it  interred  with  as 
much  pomp  as  would  have  been  bestowed  upon  the 
reliques  of  a  warrior  or  a  statesman.  The  mourners 
stood  round  to  the  number  of  a  thousand,  weeping, 
and  wailing,  and  gnashing  their  teeth;  the  funeral 
trumpets  sent  forth  a  dull  and  dismal  sound ;  the 
lurid  glare  of  numerous  torches  mixed  unnaturally 
with  the  pure  light  of  the  sun.  Garlands  of  flowers 
were  placed  upon  the  sepulchre,  and  victims  were 
sacri&ced  at  its  foot  to  propitiate  the  Infernal  Gods. 
The  supper  of  the  dead  was  then  produced.  It  con- 
sisted of  some  milk  and  some  honey,  a  lettuce  or  two, 
and  a  small  piece  of  bread;  which  slender  repast 
being  left  upon  the  tomb,  was  designed  to  be  eaten 
by  the  ghost  of  the  deceased  after  the  mourners  had 
departed.* 


*  This  custom  of  feeding  the  Manes  was  religiously  obserred  at 
all  Roman  funerals.  Nor  was  it  altogether  without  its  use ;  for 
as  it  sometimes  happened  that  the  ghosts  were  not  hungry,  a  great 
many  mendicants  used  to  frequent  the  burying-grounds  at  night, 
in. order  to  partake  of  their  leavings. 
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Hie  travellers  having  witnessed  this  remarkable 
ceremony^  j[>roceeded  on  their  way ;  and  without 
having  met  with  any  further  interruption,  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tusculum.  As  they  approached 
tbat  celebrated  spot,  Piso  was  struck  with  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery  which  presented  itself  on  every  side. 
The  summit  of  the  hill,  as  seen  from  a  distance, 
appeared  to  be  thickly  studded  with  white  villas,  em- 
bosomed in  woods,  or  separated  from  each  other  by 
meadows,  lawns,  or  gardens.  The  surrounding 
country  was  laid  out  in  vineyards,  agreeably  inter- 
spersed with  the  snug-looking  dwellings  of  the 
peasantry;  and  this  prospect  was  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  dark  line  of  the  Apennines,  which,  how- 
ever,  were  extremely  remote.  In  the  same  direction, 
but  not  so  far  off,  was  seen  the  village  of  Pneneste, 
situated,  like  Tusculum,  on  an  eminence,  and  adorned 
in  the  same  manner  with  the  summer  residences  of 
the  nobility ; — as  Piso  well  knew,  though  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  tbat  he  could  distinguish  them,  being 
several  miles  from  the  place.  The  pleasant  mount  of 
Alba,  so  famous  for  the  grapes  grown  on  its  sunny 
sides,  with  the  blue  waves  of  the  ocean  seen  beyond 
it,  gratified  the  eye  of  the  traveller  when  he  looked 
towards  the  west.  He  pondered  as  he  gazed  upon 
the  glories  of  his  country,  and  thanked  the  Gods  for 
having  made  him  an  Italian. 
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Having  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  or 
rather  the  assemblage  of  villas  and  palaces,  groves 
and  gardens,  which  he  bad  seen  from  a  distance^ 
he  paused  to  look  back,  and  found  that  he  had  as- 
cended a  hill  of  considerable  height.  From  this  ele- 
vated situation  he  was  able  to  discern  the  domes  and 
cupolas  of  the  eternal  city ;  nay,  so  clear  was  the 
atmosphere  and  so  powerful  his  vision,  that  he 
thought  he  could  recognise  the  particular  edifices  to 
which  each  and  all  of  them  belonged. 

But  these  objects  were  soon  excluded  from  his 
view.  The  carriage  entered  an  umbrageous  lane> 
where  nothing  could  be  seen  but  the  boughs  of  fruit- 
trees  spreading  across  the  way,  and  forming  as  it 
were  a  delicious  canopy  above  his  head.  The  sweet'- 
ness  of  the  smells  which  here  regaled  his  nose,  and 
the  coolness  of  the  breezes  which  blew  upon  his 
cheek,  formed  a  contrast  with  the  dust  and  the  heat 
of  the  road  truly  refreshing  to  the  senses.  The  cha* 
riot  was  more  than  once  in  danger  of  upsetting  from 
the  cars  loaded  with  grapes  and  olives  which  came 
across  its  path ;  yet  so  pleasant  was  the  journey  on 
the  whole,  that  Piso  hardly  wished  it  at  an  end. 

After  making  several  turns,  the  carriage  drew  up 
before  an  elegant  abode,  in  front  of  which  appeared  a 
white  marble  porch,  and  a  portico  of  the  same  mate^ 
rial.    The  travellers  alighted,  and  went  in.    Passbg 
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tbrongh  the  poreh,  they  were  condaoted  into  a  large 
airj  apartment,  where  their  noble  entertainer  stood 
ready  to  reoetve  them.    He  was  apparently  a  man 
well  stricken  in  years>  with  grare  dignified  manners, 
snd  a  thoughtful  countenance.    He  welcomed  the 
elder  of  his  yisitors  with  a  great  deal  of  courtesy ; 
then  bwt  his  eyes  upon  the  younger  while  he  oflTered 
him  his  hand,  with  an  earnestness  of  gaze  which 
evinced  the  interest  he  felt  for  him.     Satisfied  with 
his  scrutiny,  he  addressed  him  in  a  manner  at  once 
frank  aod  courteous,  repeating  the  civilities  which  be 
had  written  in  his  letter,  and  adding  many  more  of 
the  same  sort ;  so  that  Piso, — distrustful  of  compli- 
ments as  he  was, — had  no  reason  to  be  discontented 
with  his  reception. 

Besides  Magnus  himself,  there  were  sereral  other 
individuals  present ;  and  to  these  the.  new  comers 
were  now  introduced.  Scribonius  Mummius,  indeed, 
was  well  acquainted  with  most  of  them  already,  and 
he  privately  informed  his  nephew  that  they  were  men 
of  rank,  wealth,  and  consideration  in  the  empire,  but 
by  no  means  remarkable  for  their  attachment  to  the 
established  government,  and  the  existing  order  of 
things. 

After  a  little  conversation  on  indifferent  subjects, 
Magnus  proposed  that  as  the  morning  was  now 
pretty  far  advanced,  his  guests  should  adjourn  to  the 
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Sphseristerium  (or  tennis-court)  and  take  a  little  pre- 
paratory exercise  before  they  went  into  the  bath. 
This  being  readily  assented  to,  he  led  the  way  to  the 
place  specified,  where,  having  pulled  ofi*  a  part  of 
their  clothes,  and  rubbed  their  bodies  with  Venafran 
oil,  the  whole  company  disported  themselves  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  their  host,  who,  notwith- 
standing his  age,  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  en- 
gage in  the  same  amusement  himself. 

When  they  had  suflBeiently  warmed  their  blood, 
and  began  to  grow  tired  of  the  sport,  they  descended 
from  the  SphsBristerium^  and  entered  an  '^  undress- 
ing-room," situated  underneath  it.  From  thence, 
having  stripped  to  the  skin,  they  repaired  to  the 
baths,  which  adjoined  the  preparatory  chamber.  Piso, 
upon  entering,  was  astonished  at  the  magnificence 
of  the  place.  There  were  three  vast  apartments, 
opening  one  into  another,  and  respectively  appropri- 
ated to  cold  water,  to  tepid,  and  to  hot;  besides 
which,  there  were  cells  for  the  convenience  of  bath- 
ing in  steam,  but  these  were  not  often  used,  being 
chiefly  designed  for  invalids.  The  walls  were  in- 
crusted  with  the  marble  of  Alexandria,  and  its  veins 
were  so  curiously  disposed  as  to  have  the  appearaoce 
of  a  regular  picture,  while  statues  and  columns  of  the 
most  magnificent  description  decorated  the  whole 
suite  throughout. 
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The  whole  company  now  planged  into  the  water, 
selecting  the  hot,  the  cold,  or  the  tepid  baths,  as  each 
iodlTidoal  felt  inclined.  Piso,  amongst  others,  pre- 
ferred the  last,  where  he  swam  very  much  at  his  ease, 
enjoying  a  view  of  the  adjacent  gardens  at  the  same 
time,  the  windows  of  the  chamber  being  so  cleverly 
contrived,  that  the  bathers  coold  look  throagh  them 
without  quitting  the  water. 

Bnt  no  one  present  seemed  better  pleased  with  his 
dip  than  the  sage  Scribonius  Mammins.  He  plung- 
ed, and  splashed,  and  tossed  about  like  a  porpoise 
during  a  storm.  Sometimes  he  floated  on  his  back, 
and  beat  the  surface  of  the  water  with  his  heels. 
Sometimes  he  dived  to  the  bottom  and  endeavoured 
to  catch  a  small  piece  of  money,  which  he  had  thrown 
ID  previously  for  the  purpose.  Anon  he  rose  again 
to  the  top,  with  his  thin  grey  hairs  streaming  about 
his  face,  which,  in  spite  of  the  violence  of  his  exercise, 
looked  even  more  cadaverous  than  usual. 

The  swimmers  having  landed,  the  gtrigils^  were 
put  in  requisition  for  their  use,  and  they  forthwith 
proceeded  to  scarify  their  flesh  with  a  degree  of 
cruelty  worthy  of  the  great  Augustus  himself,  and 

*  The  strigil  appears  to  have  consisted  of  a  crooked  blade  fixed 
to  a  short  handle :  its  use  was  to  remove  the  perspiration  from  the 
skin  after  bathing.  The  Emperor  Augustus  injured  his  health  by 
scraping  himself  too  violently  with  this  instmment. 

k5 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


202  PI80   AND  THE    PBJIFECT. 

which  threaiened  to  leave  their  whole  persons  in  a 
state  of  universal  rawness. 

This  ceremony  over,  they  perfumed  themselves 
with  great  care,  put  garlands  on  their  beads,  and  le- 
snmed  their  clothes.  Thus  equipped,  they  were  con- 
ducted by  their  host  through  a  long,  close  portico, 
which  had  two  rows  of  windows,  one  above  the  other, 
on  each  side ;  till  arriving  at  the  end,  they  entered  a 
large  handsome  apartment,  opening  upon  a  sort  of 
terrace,  adorned  with  statues,  and  bounded  to  the 
right  and  left  by  a  box- tree  hedge.  Here  their  con- 
ductor paused  for  a  moment,  and  told  them  that,  the 
weather  being  hot,  he  proposed  to  dine  in  the  gar- 
den, where  he  thought  they  would  find  themselves 
more  comfortable  than  in  the  house.  Then  opening 
a  pair  of  folding  doors,  he  stepped  forth  upon  the 
terrace,  which  he  crossed,  and  followed  by  the  whole 
party,  descended  to  a  lawn  covered  with  that  soft 
mossy  plant  which  has  been  sometimes  termed  by 
botanists  the  "  liquid"  Acanthus.  Passing  through 
a  little  gate  at  the  opposite  end  of  this  lawn,  they  en- 
tered a  straight  walk,  planted  at  each  side  with  lofty 
plane-trees,  the  trunks  of  which  were  overgrown 
with  variegated  ivy,  honeysuckles,  and  vines.  Boat 
and  bay-trees  occupied  the  space  between  these 
planes,  thus  forming  a  thick  shrubbery  on  each  side 
of  the  walk,  which,  however,  was  intersected  at  re- 
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gular  nienrala  by  other  patks,  whiek  brenohed  avay 
from  it  to  the  right  and  left  Then  paiBagee  or 
aTenaes  appaored  to  be  in  general  abo  bmrdered 
with  faox^tieeSy  out  into  a  variety  of  ahapet,  tuch  aa 
animals,  obeliaka,  and  lettera ;  the  laat  being  ao  ar- 
fanged  as  to  form  regakr  worda,  among  which  was 
wmetioias  aeen  the  name  of  ^'  Magnua,"  the  pro- 
paeloff,  but  mnch  more  freqaently  that  of  **  Gocles/* 
hia  gardener^  who  perfaapa  hoped  to  extend  his  fame 
by  this  iogeaions  contriYance.  The  chief  path  ter- 
aunated  in  a  small  hif^KHlrome^^-^cr  at  leaat  a  plaoe  of 
that  appearance, — aarronnded  by  trees  of  variooa 
sorts,  bat  all  of  them  clipped  into  formal  ahapea,  like 
the  box-tree  hedgea ;  and  just  in  the  centre  there  was 
an  extraordinary  looking  fountain,  which  threw  up  the 
water  to  a  gfeat  height  io  the  air.  At  the  end  of  the 
enelosare  appeared  an  elegant  alcove  of  white  mar- 
ble, overhung  with  vines,  and  supported  by  small 
Carystiao  oolamns. 

Thia  agreeable  receaa  contained  a  long  low  bench, 
and  jast  before  the  entrance  there  waa  annk  in  the 
earth  a  large  marble. basin,  into  which  flowed  several 
jets  of  water,  through  little  silver  pipes  inserted  in 
the  front  of  the  seat  itself.  The  whole  was  sur- 
rounded with  inmiense  planes^  which  warded  off  the 
heat  of  the  sun,  while  a  thousand  shrubs  and  flowers 
filled  the  air  with  an  exqaisite  perfame. 
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Entering  the  alcove,  Magnas  bade  his  friends  be 
seated  on  the  bench,  and  no  sooner  had  they  taken 
their  places  as  he  desired,  than  a  long  train  of  slaves 
were  seen  coming  from  a  small  bnilding,  which  occn- 
[Hed  one  comer  of  the  hippodrome. 

**  Here  they  are  with  the  dinner/'  said  Magnns, 
rubbing  his  hands,  '*  and  I  am  nqt  sorry  to  see  it,  for 
in  good  trath  the  exercisQ  of  the  Spheeristerium  has 
given  me  a  wondrous  appetite.  —  That  building/' 
added  he,  pointing  towards  it  as  he  spoke,  *'  was  in 
former  times  a  green-house,  but  I  have  turned  it 
into  a  kitchen,  which  is  very  convenient  when  I 
dine  in  this  place." 

The  slaves  were  loaded  with  dishes,  and  now,  as 
they  approached,  the  company  began  to  indulge  in 
speculations  as  to  where  these  utensils  would  be 
placed,  for  nothing  like  a  table  could  they  see  within 
reach.  The  pond,  however,  and  its  flowery  banks, 
answered  the  purpose  just  as  well  ;^  the  larger  class 
of  vessels  being  placed  upon  the  margin,  while  the 
smaller,  shaped  like  ducks  and  drakes,  dolphins, 
galleys,  and  amphibious  animals,  floated  about  upon 
the  surface  of  the  pool,  and  were  only  hauled  on  shore 
when  their  contents  were  required  for  the  guests. 

The  company  now  regaled  themselves  deliciously, 
for  the  fare  was  choice  in  itself,  and  admirably 
dressed,  though  less  sumptaous  than  that  which  Piso 
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and  his  uncle  bad  enjoyed  at  the  table  of  the  Prtefect. 
The  frnit  and  vegetables  were  particalarly  good,  and 
must  also  have  been  very  expensive,  considering  the 
distant  places  from  which  some  of  them  had  been 
brought :  there  were  peaches  from  Campania,  melons 
from  Ostia,  olives  from  Andalusia,  and  grapes  from 
Lavinium;  besides  gourds,  pumpkins,  cucumbers, 
and  the  like,  produced  in  the  garden  of  their  host. 
The  wine  too  was  capital,  and  cooled  with  the  purest 
snow,  of  which  article  there  was  also  a  considerable 
quantity  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  refrigerating  the 
stomachs  of  the  guests  after  the  meal  was  over. 

Whilst  thus  usefully  employed,  they  did  not  neg- 
lect the  pleasures  of  colloquial  intercourse,  but 
chatted  away  upon  divers  themes  as  the  whim  of  the 
moment  prompted  them.  Amongst  other  matters, 
Magnus  took  occasion  to  ask  his  friends,  what  they 
thought  of  his  house  and  grounds  ?  There  could  be 
but  one  opinion  as  to  the  general  character  of  the 
establbhment,  and  they  all  accordingly  expressed 
themselves  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise.  Never- 
theless, Piso  made  bold  to  remark,  that  he  thought 
there  was  something  forced  and  unnatural  in  the 
custom  of  shearing  the  trees  into  forms  so  different 
from  their  own.  **  Surely,"  said  he,  "  a  tree  should  be 
a  tree,  not  a  bird  or  a  beast,  an  obelisk,  or  a  letter  of 
the  alphabet !  Neither  do  I  think  that  such  a  number 
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of  stataes  can  be  desirable  in  a  garden.  They  give 
it  an  appearance  of  formality  which  b  far  from  being 
pleasing  to  the  eye ;  and,  besides,  they  augment  the 
heat, — or  at  least  I  have  always  thought  they  ha^ 
such  an  effect,  by  reflecting  the  rays  of  the  sun." 

"I  perfectly  agree  with  you,"  replied  Magnus; 
'*  the  fashions  yon  find  fault  with  are  in  very  bad 
taste ; — but  how  can  we  break  through  established 
rules,  or  set  the  customs  of  our  countiymen  at  defi- 
ance? Time  was,  undoubtedly,  when  nature  was 
left  to  herself,  instead  of  being  thus  tortured  and  dis- 
torted. But  that  was  in  the  days  of  the  Republic, 
when  all  mankind  were  wise  and  happy.  Bad  taste, 
and  bad  morals,  were  introduced  with  the  emperors. 
It  was  Marius,  the  friend  of  Augustus,  who  first 
taught  in  Italy  this  senseless  mode  of  gardening." 

The  meal  being  oyer,  Magnus  ordered  the  slaves, 
ere  they  withdrew,  to  pour  several  buckets  of  wine 
upon  the  roots  of  the  plane-trees  which  grew  round 
about ;  perhaps  under  the  idea  that  these  vegetable 
friends  of  his  must  delight  in  a  liquor  so  peculiarly 
agreeable  to  himself.  That  done,  he  got  up,  and  ex- 
amined the  alcove  with  an  anxious  eye,  as  if  to  make 
certain  of  there  being  no  eves-dropper  concealed 
within,  or  behind  it.  Discovering  nothing  of  the 
sort,  he  quietly  resumed  his  seat;  and  after  some 
moments  of  abstraction,  during  which  no  one  present 
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thought  proper  to  interrupt  him,  addressed  himself  to 
Piso,  thas: 

**  It  grieves  me  to  think,  O  Piso,  that  the  son  of 
ray  dearest  friend,*— and  allow  me  to  add,  a  son  well 
worthy  of  so  excellent  a  sire,*— shonld  be  doomed  to 
enter  life  at  a  period  like  the  present,  fraught,  as  it 
is,  with  danger,  misery,  and  disgrace.  The  good 
Grods  protect  thee ! — ^thou  art  much  in  need  of  their 
aid! 

'*  Borne  groans  under  the  yoke  of  a  sanguinary 
tyrant,  who  seems  bent  on  the  destruction  of  erery 
thing  great  and  noble  throughout  the  land.  You 
will  scarcely  escape  the  fate  of  others.  The  splen* 
dour  of  your  birth  will  afford  you  no  protection,  but 
rather,  on  the  contrary,  by  attracting  the  despot's 
notice,  will  increase  the  dangers  to  which  you  are 
exposed.  Your  personal  accomplishments  will  be 
still  more  against  you;  for,  like  most  uneducated 
persons,  Maximin  loathes  in  others  the  qualities  of 
which  he  is  destitute  himself." 

Piso  was  somewhat  surprised,  and  a  little  discon- 
certed at  this  address,  which  he  obseryed  was  pro- 
nounced with  considerable  bitterness,  more  indeed 
than  the  occaaon  seemed  to  warrant ;  for  though  con- 
scious that  no  man  was  safe  under  the  existing  go- 
vernment, he  had  not  as  yet  any  reason  to  think 
that  the  sovereign  had  marked  him  for  destruction. 
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He  therefore  asked,  with  some  anxiety,  whether 
Magnus  supposed  that  the  emperor  viewed  him  with 
suspicion  or  dislike  ? 

**  No,"  replied  Magnus ;  *'  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
is  at  present  even  acquainted  with  your  name;  but, 
doubtless,  he  will  know  it  soon ;  and,  moreover,  ob- 
tain a  very  tolerable  notion  of  your  character,  habits, 
and  pursuits.  For  the  truth  of  it  is,  that  the  whole 
country  is  overrun  with  spies;  our  words  and  our 
actions  are  alike  watched,  and  every  thing  we  do  is 
reported  (with  additions)  to  our  rulers.  For  my 
part,''  continued  he,  after  a  short  pause,  **  I  live  in 
constant  apprehension  of  a  visit  from  the  myrmidons 
of  the  despot.  I  know  that  he  regards  me  with  pe- 
culiar feelings  of  aversion,  because  I  once  had  the 
ill  luck  to  preserve  him  from  beggary  and  ruin." 

''  Surely,"  cried  Piso,  in  astonishment,  '^  he  cannot 
be  so  base  as  to  aim  at  the  destruction  of  his  bene- 
factor !" 

"  You  know  little  of  the  man,  if  you  think  so," 
replied  the  other ;  "  he  has  already  imbrued  his 
hands  in  the  blood  of  many  of  his  best  friends,  and 
he  will  not  be  satisfied  till  he  has  exterminated  the 
rest.  For  the  greatest  of  all  crimes  in  his  eyes,  is  a 
knowledge  of  his  sordid  origin,  and  the  meanness 
of  his  early  prospects.  Those  who  have  been  guilty 
of  this  ofience,  he  punishes  with  unmitigated  rigoar. 
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and,  nnfortanately,  I  am  one  of  them  myself.  I  was 
his  patron  when  he  first  came  from  Thrace.  He  was 
then  a  common  legionary,  remarkable  for  nothing  but 
his  strength^  stature,  and  intrepidity.  These  qua- 
lities, however,  he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  ; 
and  as  I  was  myself  at  that  time  a  military  man,  I 
felt  an  inclination  to  befriend  him,  which  I  did  ac- 
cordingly in  various  ways,  till  rising  into  notice  him- 
self, be  no  longer  stood  in  need  of  my  assistance.  It 
is  now  many  years  since  I  saw  him  last ;  nevertheless 
I  am  told  that  he  well  recollects  onr  former  inters 
coorse,  and  bears  me  a  grudge  for  having  known  him 
as  a  young  and  friendless  stranger, — an  uncouth  and 
ignorant  barbarian.  He  will,  doubtless,  therefore, 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  removing  me  out  of  his 
way/' 

Piso  was  confounded  at  what  he  heard,  and  made 
no  reply.  The  rest  of  the  company  were  also  silent ; 
they  appeared  to  think  it  almost  treasonable  to 
listen  to  the  strong  language  of  their  host  Yet  it 
was  plain  they  heard  him  with  secret  satisfaction,  for 
many  significant  glances  were  exchanged  between 
them  while  they  afiected  io  be  busy  with  the  desert, 
— cracking  nuts,  peeling  peaches  and  apricots,  or 
cooling  their  stomachs  with  the  snow. 

At  length  an  individual  named  Yulcatius  Asper, 
whose    sour,    aulky,    discontented    looking    visage 
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seemed  to  prove  how  correctly  the  latter  appellation 
had  been  bestowed,  saw  fit  to  break  through  the 
silence  which  prevailed  by  thus  detailipg  his 
grievances. 

"  Your  case,  O  Magnus,  differs  much  from  mine. 
The  tyrant  hates  you  for  having  known  and  adminis- 
tered to  his  wants ; — me,  for  having  known  them  too, 
bnt  refused  him  all  assistance.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  in  Italy — he  was  then,  as  yon  say,  a  common 
soldier  in  the  amy  of  Severus, — he  fancied  that  his 
merits  entitled  him  to  the  rank  of  Vexillarius,*  and 
importuned  me  about  his  imaginary  claims,  which 
my  office  as  one  of  the  military  tribunes  enabled  me 
to  promote.  But  I  never  was  a  friend  to  strangers 
and  barbarians;  I  was  always  of  opinion  that  oar 
own  countrymen  ought  to  be  preferred  before  others, 
if  the  merits  of  both  are  pretty  much  alike ;  and  in 
these  days  it  seldom  happens  when  a  post  falls 
vacant,  that  we  have  not  plenty  of  native  claimants, 
without  calling  in  foreigners  to  our  assistance.  Be- 
sides which,  I  had  a  personal  dislike  to  Maximin, 
whose  savage  aspect  and  uncultivated  mind  inspired 
me  with  disgust.  I  therefore  rejected  his  petition, 
and  often  was  he  driven  from  my  door  by  the  inso* 
lence  of  my  slaves,  who,  like  many  of  their  classy 

*  Ensign — standard-bearer. 
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were,  T  fear,  but  too  apt  to  abase  the  delegated 
authority  they  enjoyed.  Never  has  the  Thraciao 
[wrdoiied  the  insalts  which  he  supposes  himself  to 
have  receiyed  at  my  hands.  From  time  to  time  he 
has  taken  opportunities  of  showing  his  resentment. 
He  did  me  many  ill  offices  with  the  late  emperor, 
and  now  that  he  is  sovereign  himself,  my  only 
wonder  is  that  he  has  not  as  yet  poared  the  phials  of 
his  wrath  npon  my  head.  However,  the  evil  day 
will  come  at  last.  I  cannot  in  reason  expect  to 
escape  much  longer ;  for  having  now  exterminated 
almost  all  his  friends,  he  most  soon  take  venge- 
ance on  his  foes." 

Magnus  and  Asper  having  thus  uneqaivoeally  de* 
clared  their  opinion  of  the  prince,  the  rest  of  the 
company  took  courage,  and  almost  every  one  present 
related  some  instance  of  his  cruelty,  ingratitude,  or 
rapacity.  These  anecdotes  excited  the  indignation  of 
Piso  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  not  help  asking 
with  some  heat,  whether  no  one  had  spirit  enough  to 
rid  the  world  of  such  a  monster?  The  question 
seemed  to  startle  his  companions,  more  especially 
Scribonius  Mummius,  who  implored  him  to  beware 
of  what  he  said.  But  hb  host  seemed  to  admire  the 
strength  of  his  language,  and  assured  him  that  he 
might  speak  without  reserve,  as  none  bat  friends 
were  present. 
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''And  well  may  yoa  ask/'  he  continaed,  ''bow 
Romans  can  sabmit  to  wrongs  like  tbese^  witboat 
endeavouring  to  free  themselves  from  the  yoke.  Bat 
know,  there  are  thousands  who  would  rather  suffer 
in  silence  than  make  the  least  exertion  to  obtain  their 
freedom;  nay^  many  there  are,  who,  possessing  a 
kind  of  passive  courage  alone,  would  rather  lay  their 
head  upon  the  block,  and  invite  the  axe  of  the  exe- 
cutioner, than  expose  themselves  to  danger  by  endea- 
vouring to  avert  the  stroke.  They  live  like  dastards, 
and  die  like  heroes ;  for  the  spirit  of  the  •  nation  still 
exists,  though  subdued  by  habits  of  luxurious  indo- 
lence. Yet  I  would  not  have  you  to  suppose  that 
all  your  countrymen  are  such  as  these.  No ;  thanks 
to  the  Gods,  there  are  still  Romans  of  a  bolder  cha- 
racter ;  men  who  would  risk  both  life  and  fortune  to 
regenerate  the  land.  They  only  want  a  leader  to 
direct  their  efforts ;  and,  Piso,  wert  thou  but  a  few 
years  older,  how  gladly  should  I  see  thee  act  in  that 
capacity  thyself,  and  how  willingly  should  I  follow  in 
thy  footsteps," 

"And  why,  O  Magnus  !"  cried  the  youth,  "shouldst 
not  thou  be  the  leader?.  Why  shouldst  not  thou 
aspire  to  the  honours  which  thy  rank  and  character 
so  well  entitle  thee  to  claim  V 

"  Yes !"  shouted  several  voices  in  support  of  Piso's 
motion,  "  let  Magnus  undertake  the  liberation  of  his 
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coontrv  I  Let  Magnus  declare  himself  agaiDst  the 
tjnmt,  and  who  will  not  hasten  to  his  standard  ?  Let 
Hagnas  aspire  to  the  purple,  and  who  will  deny  that 
it  is  his  due?" 

But  Magnus  was  exceedingly  reluctant  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  He  was  far  from  being 
dazzled  at  the  prospect  of  imperial  honours  ;  and  be 
▼iewed  the  dangerous  pre-eminence  with  dread  rather 
than  desire.  He  begged  (hem  to  remember  that  he 
was  no  longer  in  the  vigour  of  his  age ;  that  he  had  for 
many  years  since  withdrawn  from  public  life,  with 
the  intention  of  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
peace  and  privacy  ;  that  owing  to  his  voluntary 
seclusion,  his  name  had  in  a  great  measure  ceased  to 
be  known ;  and  finally,  that  the  same  circumstance 
had  contributed  to  render  him  unfit  for  public  life  by 
giving  him  habits  of  indolence  which  he  should  find 
it  very  difficult  to  throw  off.  Nevertheless,  he  con- 
tinued, if  no  better  leader  could  be  found,  he  was 
ready  to  sacrifice  all  private  considerations  to  the 
public  good ;  and  farther,  if  his  friends  were  of 
opinion  that  any  efforts  of  his  could  rouse  the  people 
from  their  lethargy,  he  would  willingly  conceal  his 
grey  hairs  under  a  casque,  grasp  the  truncheon  of 
command  in  his  hand,  and  march  against  the  oppres- 
sor with  whatever  forces  the  awakened  patriotism  of 
the  nation  might  enable  him  to  collect. 
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This  declaration  was  received  with  great  applanse 

by  all  the  listeners,  and  they  proceeded  to  combat  the 

objections  he  had  raised  on  account  of  his  age  and 

secluded  habits,  by  saying  that  many  of  the  emperors 

had  been  older  at  the  time  of  their  elevation,  and  no 

less  devoted  to  a  life  of  retirement.    They  also  took 

care  to  urge  the  dangerous  situation  in  which  be  was 

placed  by  the  enmity  of  the  reigning  monarch,  and 

reminded  him  that  according  to  his  own  acknowledg* 

meuty  he  could  scarcely  hope  for  a  continuance  of 

the  peace  which  he  now  enjoyed.     It  was  therefore 

much  better^  they  said,  to  make  an  effort  for  the 

recovery  of  the  national  independence  at  once,  though 

the  attempt  might  be  attended  with  some  risk,  than 

to  wait  till  the  persecution  was  commenced,  and  then 

perish'in  obscurity,  like  the  miserable  wretches  whom 

he  had  himself  stigmatised  as  cowardly,  effeminate, 

and  supine. 

The  truth  of  these  arguments  was  admitted  by 
Magnus,  who  repeated  that  he  should  be  willing  to 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  any  party  of  his  country- 
men who  desired  to  vindicate  their  rights,  but  he 
hoped  they  would  meet  with  a  leader  more  worthy  of 
the  trust ;  after  which  he  began  to  deliberate  with 
his  friends  about  the  measures  which  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  ensure  the  success  of  their  enterprise.  It 
was  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  life  of  the  emperor 
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nmst  be  taken,  and  many  were  of  opinion  that  neither 
his  son  nor  the  Praefect  should  be  spared.  But  it 
was  not  so  easy  to  determine  how  their  destruction 
should  be  brought  about.  Some  recommended  open 
war ;  others  were  of  opinion  that  a  conspiracy  was 
the  thing.  Those  who  advocated  the  latter  measure 
urged  the  danger  of  encountering  the  veteran  troops 
of  Maximin  with  such  hasty  levies  as  could  be  raised 
in  Italy  by  private  individuals,  or  even  by  the  Senate, 
before  he  was  able  to  march  against  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  said,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  des- 
patch him  by  poison,  or  the  knife ;  and  were  he  once 
out  of  the  way,  the  army,  deprived  of  their  leader, 
would  submit  without  opposition  to  an  emperor  chosen 
by  the  people. 

The  other  party  observed,  in  reply,  that  it  might 
not  be  so  easy  to  destroy  the  tyrant  in  his  strong-hold 
on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  whence  he  seldom  re- 
moved, and  where  he  was  surrounded  by  his^  troops, 
who  were  well  known  to  be  much  attached  to  him. 
Neither  could  a  conspiracy  against  his  life  be  con- 
ducted without  great  danger  of  detection,  because 
many  persons  must  be  let  into  the  secret ;  and  the 
Gcmseqaenoes  of  a  discovery  would  be  dreadful. 
Bat,  said  they,  let  us  go  down  to  the  Senate,  and 
openly  declare  oar  purpose,  having  first  secured  a 
certain  number  of  voices  in  our  favour ;  then  let  us 
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trust  to  the  hatred  which  that  body  in  general  and 
the  great  mass  of  the  citizens,  are  known  to  bear 
against  (he  author  of  all  their  miseries.  He  will 
soon  be  declared  a  public  enemy,  his  son  will  be  in* 
Tolved  in  his  ruin,  and.  the  Prefect,  being  near  at 
hand,  may  be  disposed  of  afterwards,  as  shall  be 
deemed  expedient.  As  for  the  soldiers,  if  they  prove 
intractable,  it  will  be  our  cue  to  bring  them  over  by 
the  promise  of  a  large  donative ;  for  the  mercenary 
spirit  of  these  men  will  always  place  them  in  the 
power  of  the  highest  bidder. 

Such  were  the  arguments  of  the  two  factions 
which  already  divided  the  councils  of  the  incipient 
emperor,  who,  for  his  own  part,  rather  appeared  to 
coincide  with  those  who  recommended  warlike  mea- 
sures, though  he  did  not  openly  avow  his  predilec- 
tion, for  fear  of  discouraging  or  giving  offence  to  the 
more  peaceful  portion  of  his  adherents.  But  as  this 
politic  conduct  prevented  him  from  coming  to  any 
immediate  decision,  he  thought  it  better  to  terminate 
the  debate  by  saying,  that  in  his  opinion  the  discus- 
sion had  been  carried  quite  far  enough,  because  some 
time  must  elapse  ere  matters  could  be  brought  to 
bear,  and  they  would  doubtless  have  many  opporta- 
nities  of  settling  the  particulars  of  the  scheme  in  the 
interim.  The  first  thing  to  be  done,  he  said,  was  to 
trengthen  their  cause  by  enlisting  as  many  influential 
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recruits  as  possible,  which,  however,  most  be  managed 
with  the  utmost  caution,  lest  their  secret  should 
reach  the  ears  of  traitors.  He  named  several  indiyi- 
doals  whom  he  thought  might  be  sounded  on  the 
subject,  but  advised  his  colleagues  to  disclose  no 
more  than  could  be  helped  even  to  these,  till  their 
sentiments  were  pretty  clearly  ascertained.  They 
readily  undertook  the  office ;  and  every  one  present 
mentioned  some  friend  of  his  own  who  would  be 
likely  to  embrace  their  views  and  join  their  party ; 
after  which  they  agreed  to  separate  for  the  present, 
and  meet  again  that  day  week  at  the  house  of  Scri- 
bonins  Hummius,  in  order  to  report  progress*  This 
being  settled,  the  assembly  was  broken  up,  and  Piso 
with  his  uncle,  declining  the  invitation  of  their  host 
to  pass  the  night  at  his  villa,  stepped  into  their 
chariot,  and  drove  towards  home. 

As  they  went,  the  conversation  naturally  turned 
upon  the  transactions  of  the  day,  and  Scribonius 
Mummius  expressed  no  little  uneasiness  at  the  en- 
gagements into  which  they  had  been  induced  to  enter. 

''  I  cannot  say  that  I  quite  approve  of  your  con- 
duct," said  he  to  Piso,  with  a  deep  sigh,  which  par- 
took of  the  nature  of  a  groan ;  ^*  you  were  certainly 
too  eager  to  join  a  party  which  after  all  may  not  have 
much  chance  of  success,  nor  am  I  free  from  blame, 
myself  for  having  encouraged  the  measure  as  I  did 
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lo  short,  we  have  both  acted  with  a  degree  of  preci- 
pitation which  we  may  ere  long  have  good  reason  to 
repent;" 

"Nevertheless,  uncle,  I  do  not  repent  as  yet," 
answered  Piso,  with  composure ;  '^  or  at  least  I  have 
no  fears  for  myself.  I  should  greatly  regret  indeed, 
were  my  only  surviving  relative  to  be  involved  in 
trouble  on  my  account;  and  even  now  I  would 
endeavour  to  retrace  my  steps,  did  I  think  that  by 
taking  them  I  had  done  that  which  might  prove 
injurious  to  one  whom  I  consider  as  my  best  friend. 
But,  uncle,"  continued  he,  "  have  I  not  often  heard 
you  lament  the  degradation  of  your  countrymen,  and 
their  tame  submission  to  their  wrongs  ?  Verily,  I 
thought  you  would  be  anxious  to  embrace  any  chance 
of  rescuing  them  from  their  state  of  thraldom ;  but 
perchance  I  have  been  mistaken;  —  I  beseech  yon, 
let  me  know  the  truth." 

"Piso,"  replied  Scribonius  Mummius,  with  an 
offended  air,  "  you  are  unnecessarily  hasty  and 
severe ;  know  that  I  would  spend  the  last  drop  of 
my  blood  in  the  good  cause  of  freedom;  but  with 
this  understanding,  that  something  like  a  reason- 
able chanoe  should  exist  of  my  efforts  being  rewarded 
with  success;  for  I  would  not  throw  away  my  life 
for  nothing." 

"  Then,  uncle,"  said  Piso,  "  I  presume  you  are  of 
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opinion  that  Magnus  and  bis  associates  are  about  to 
plaj  a  desperate  game  ?" 

''  I  do  not  say  tbat/'  replied  the  other :  "  bat  I 
like  not  the  principles  on  which  they  act.  It  is  easy 
to  perceive  that  motives  of  a  personal  nature  rather 
than  a  disinterested  regard  for  the  commonwealth, 
have  induced  them  to  conspire  against  the  prince, 
whose  enmity  they  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to 
incur,  and  whose  ruin  would  insure  their  safety. 
Self-interest,  therefore,  being  their  chief  object,  it  is 
not  impossible  that  some  one  amongst  them  may 
betray  the  rest,  in  order  to  make  his  peace  with  the 
ofiended  monarch.^' 

''  Alas !"  cried  Piso,  ''  can  Romans  of  noble  blood 
be  justly  suspected  of  such  baseness?  But  surely," 
added  he,  ''you  do  not  imagine  that  our  intended 
leader  would  himself  be  guilty  of  an  act  like  this  V* 

''  The  Gods  forbid  I  should  harbour  so  injurious  a 
thought !"  exclaimed  the  philosopher,  **  for  Magnus 
is  an  honourable  man.  I  wish  I  could  speak  with  as 
much  confidence  of  the  rest.  But  in  truth,  I  know 
little  of  these  gentry ;  and  that  little  peradventure 
has  not  served  to  impress  me  very  strongly  in  their 
favour.  I  marvel  indeed,  that  so  honourable  a  man 
should  not  be  more  select  in  his  friendships.  To  be 
sure,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  it  does  not  do  to  be 
over  nice  or  particular;  he  who  should  determine  to 
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have  DO  intercourse  with  the  bad,  would  find  himself 
compelled  to  lead  a  very  solitary  life. 

"  HoweTer,  I  trust  we  shall  yet  do  well.  Magnus 
must  needs  know  our  confederates  much  better  than 
I  do,  and  doubtless  he  is  not  a  man  to  be  easily  taken 
in.  Yet  I  cannot  help  dreading  that  grim-looking 
churl  Vulcatius  Asper;  —  if  the  secret  is  safe  in  his 
keeping,  it  is  odd." 

''And,  uncle,"  said  Piso,  ''after  what  you  have 
told  me,  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  these  conspirators 
had  not  been  appointed  to  meet  in  your  house.  It  it 
now  evident  to  me  that  the  whole  scheme  had  been 
regularly  org^ised  before  Magnus  invited  us  to  visit 
him,  and  that  his  chief  object  for  doing  so  was  to 
draw  us  into  the  plot." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


THB  CONSPIRATORS. 


So  generally  bad  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  the 
people  been  excited  by  the  iron  rale  of  Maximtn, 
that  when  a  conspiracy  was  once  organised  against 
biffi,  it  rapidly  increased  in  strength.  Day  by  day 
the  most  illustrious  of  the  citizens  hastened  to  enroll 
themseWes  amongst  the  followers  of  his  rival. 
Knights,  senators,  magistrates,  and  commoners, 
emulously  gave  in  their  names.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  all  these  were  animated  by  motives  of 
dinnterested  patriotism.  Far  from  it:  many  were 
governed  by  considerations  not  unlike  those  which 
bad  influenced  Vulcatius  Asper,  and  even  Magnus 
himself.  Others  there  were  who  had  reasons  of  a 
nature  peculiar  to  themselves.  One  individual,  for 
instance,  being  a  military  man,  had  aspired  to  the 
command  of  the  Preetorian  Cohorts,  but  having  been 
supplanted  by  Yitalianus,  through  the  favour  of  the 
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Emperor,  had  sworn  an  everlasting  enmity  agdnst 
them  both.  Another,  being  a  poet,  had  presdmed  to 
rivai  the  former  of  these  personages  in  a  very  different 
way ;  for  haying  composed  a  volume  of  elegies,  which 
the  Prsefect,  though  a  tolerable  versifier  himself, 
was  unable  to  excel,  the  luckless  bard  was  prohibited 
from  publishing  his  work;  a  prohibition  which  in- 
spired him  with  the  deadliest  wrath,  and  prompted 
him  to  take  vengeance  upon  his  powerful  competitor 
for  having  thus  tried  to  stifle  what  he  could  not 
surpass. 

Meanwhile  Scribonius  Mnmmius  was  in  a  truly 
lamentable  state.  He  laboured  under  horrid  super- 
stitious fears, — inward  apprehensions  of  impending 
ruin,  and  presentiments  of  woe.  He  did  nothing  but 
consult  the  auspices,  over  and  over  again ;  standing 
on  the  top  of  a  high  tower  five  mornings  running,  with 
his  lituus  *  in  his  hand,  to  watch  the  flight  of  birds  ; 
yet  never  was  he  once  cheered  with  a  favourable 
omen  throughout  these  protracted  experiments.  He 
slaughtered  and  disseqted  victims  on  half  the  altars 
in  the  city ;  but  always  found  that  the  livers  of  the 
beasts  were  wanting,  or  that  their  hearts  were  so 
miserably  small  as  to  indicate  the  anger  of  the  gods. 
Once  too,  on  an  occasion  of  this  sort,  his  life  was 

*  The  crosier,  or  wand,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  augurs* 
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placed  in  jeopardy,  for  the  bollock  wMch  lio  was 
about  to  sacrifice,  made  an  effort  to  toss  him  on  its 
boms.  He  was  also  disconcerted  by  the  unfavorable 
presages  which  ocenrred  wlien  he  tried  to  bam  bis 
idSeriDgs,  inasmnch  as  that  the  flames  were  black  nod 
smoky,  or  scattered  about  by  the  wind ;  not  steady 
and  brilliant  as  they  should  have  been.  In  short,  be 
was  shocked  in  various  ways ;  and  the  terrors  of  su- 
perstition were  thus  superadded  to  the  veritable  fears 
which  his  situation  inspired. 

Piso,  who  perceived  the  state  of  his  mmd,  and 
pitied  the  agonies  he  endured,  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade him  that  he  might  yet  withdraw  from  his  en- 
gagements without  dishonour,  as  he  had  not  pledged 
himself  by  a  direct  promise,  nor,  indeed,  by  any  pro- 
mise at  all; — ^he  had  merely  assented  in  general 
terms  to  the  proposals  made  by  Magnus  and  the 
rest.  Mummius,  however,  was  of  a  different  opinion ; 
and  declared  that,  considering  the  great  lengths  be 
had  gone,  he  could  not  in  decency  draw  in  his 
horns. 

"Would  that  I  had  obeyed  the  will  of  the  gods," 
said  he,  *'  and  refrained  from  making  that  accursed 
jaunt  to  Tusculum  !  Thou  knowest,  O  Piso,  they 
sent  me  warnings  enough,  and  indubitably  I  ought 
to  have  respected  them.  I  cannot  imagine  why  I 
did  not.    I  was  much  frightened,  as  I  well  remem- 
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ber,  and  had  determined  to  stay  at  home.  Bat,  alt 
of  sudden,  I  found  myself  seated  in  the  carriage, — 
without  knowing  how  I  got  there  ,^— nor  from  that 
day  to  this  have  I  ever  been  able  to  discover  how  the 
thing  fell  out.  Then  came  the  incident  of  the  carrion 
crows,— I  should  at  least  have  taken  a  hint  from 
that,— yet  I  slighted  it  likewise,  and  went  my  ways; 
blind  to  the  consequences  of  my  folly.  However, 
having  once  arrived  at  Tusculum,  dined  with  the 
conspirators,  and  entered  into  their  plot,  it  would  not 
become  me.  to  recede.  I  must  now  take  my  chance 
with  the  rest.  I  have  offered  them  the  use  of  my 
house,  and  here  they  will  assemble  three  days 
hence." 

After  this  exposition  of  hb  sentiments,  Piso  de- 
sisted from  further  argument  with  the  venerable  man. 
Both  parties  therefore  kept  their  thoughts  to  them- 
selves ;  ruminating  in  silence  till  the  time  drew  near 
for  the  reception  of  their  friends.  Scribonins  Mum- 
mi  us  then  bespoke  a  sumptuous  banquet,  to  which, 
as  had  been  previously  arranged,  a  good  many  mem- 
bers of  the  faction  received  regular  invitations,  the 
better  to  disguise  the  real  purposes  of  the  meeting ; 
and  saying  diat  it  became  a  man  of  his  temperate 
habits  to  abstain  from  food  during  the  early  part  of 
the  day,  he  forbade  the  meals  to  be  served  up  till 
an  hour  after  sunset ;  thereby  hoping  to  veil  the  pro- 
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ceediogs  of  tbe  coospiraton  oader  the  gloom  and  ob- 
scurity of  night. 

Having  given  these  direotioosy  he  pot  on  an  ele- 
gant suit  of  clothes,  and  sitting  ap  in  state^  <for  an 
affair  of  this  sort  was  always  conducted  with  a  great 
deal  of  formality)  proceeded  to  make  his  last  will  and 
testament  He  left  the  bulk  of  his  estate  to  Piso, 
but  distributed  a  considerable  number  of  legacies 
aoiongst  his  friends,  some  of  whom,  he  acknowledged, 
belonged  to  that  peculiar  class  of  persons  known  at 
Rome  by  the  name  of  heredipeUs,  and  who  made  it 
the  business  of  their  lives  to  ingratiate  themselves 
with  the  rich,  for  the  sake  of  a  testamentary  be- 
quest. 

That  oeremony  over,  he  commanded  all  his  slaves 
to  appear  before  him  ;  and  to  such  as  he  deemed  the 
most  worthy,  he  generously  gave  tbeir  freedom ;  per- 
forming the  rite  in  the  speediest  manner  authorised 
by  the  law ;  thwacking  their  shoulders,  turning  them 
round,  and  presenting  them  each  with  a  cap.  To  the 
rest  of  his  thralls  (though  undeserving  of  their 
liberty)  he  made  considerable  gifts  in  money.  He 
then  thanked  them  generally  for  their  faithful  ser- 
vices, which  he  said  he  never  could  requite^  and^bade 
them  adieu  with  such  pathetic  earnestness,  that  the 
hanlest-hearted  clod-hopper  of  the  set  was  unable  to 
refrain  from  t^rs^ — ^more  especially  when  their  just 
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and  generoas  master  was  observed  to  weep  piteoasly 
himself. 

Haying  thus  prepared  for  deatb^  a  feeiiing  of  satis- 
faction pervaded  bis  mind,  to  wbioh  he  had  long  been 
a  stranger.  He  entered  the  sappei'-room  with  a  firm 
step  and  a  serene  conntenance,  took  his  place  on  a 
couch  at  the  upper'end  of  the  table,  and  waited  the 
arrival  of  his  guests.  They  came  at  the  appointed 
hour.  Magnus  was  amongst  the  first,  and  Vnlcatios 
Asper  followed  him.  The  rest,  not  wishing  to  be 
seen  together^  dropped  in  successively,  one  by  one  ; 
and  ere  the  shades  of  night  had  quite  darkened  the 
apartment,  eleven  individuals,  the  whole  number  in- 
vited, had  arrived.  The  lamps  were  then  lighted, 
the  supper  served  up,  and  every  one  ate,  or  affected 
to  eaty  with  a  good  appetite.  A  sprightly  conver- 
sation was  also  kept  up  on  divers  unimportant  topics, 
but  this  was  designed  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
baffle  the  curiosity  of  their  attendants,  which  object  it 
in  some  measure  served  to  effect,  though  it  could  not 
prevent  them  from  discovering  that  something  un- 
usual was  in  the  wind.  They  were  therefore  on  the 
watch  to  find  out  a  little  more ;  and  ere  they  quitted 
the  apartment,  one  of  them  at  least  bad  formed  con- 
jectures not  far  distant  from  the  truth. 

However,  as  the  conspirators  imagined  their  stra- 
tagem to  have  succeeded,  they  were  no  sooner  freed 
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from  the  presence  of  the  domestics,  than  regavdless 
of  the  plots  which  that  worthy  fraternity  might  be 
hatching  against  them,  they  entered  into  a  considera- 
tioD  of  their  own  project,  which  they  found  by  the 
reports  made  by  each  to  the  rest,  had  thriTOn  and 
flourished,  as  far  as  it  had  gone,  beyond  even  their 
most  sangnine  expectations. 

Being  therefore  very  well  satisfied  with  their  pro- 
gress, they  proceeded  to  discuss  the  measnres  which 
yet  remained  to  be  tal^en.  It  was  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  a  blow  mast  soon  be  struck,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  concealing  a  scheme  which  had  already 
been  revealed  to  so  great  a  number  of  persons ;  and 
it  was  particularly  urged  that  what  increased  the  risk 
of  a  discovery  tenfold  was,  that  several  females  had 
been  intrusted  with  the  secret.  The  old  dispute  was 
then  renewed  between  those  who  wished  for  an  open 
declBFatfon  of  war,  and  those  who  recommended  a 
more  subtle  mode  of  acting.  It  will  not  be  ne^ses- 
sary  to  recapitulate  the  arguments  employed  in  the 
conne  of  this  discussion,  for  indeed  they  diifered 
little  from  those  advanced  on  the  former  occasion. 
Suflfee  it  to  say,  that  both  parties  adhered  so  tena* 
ciousiy  to  their  favorite  doctrines,  and  supported 
them  with  such  vehemence,  that  a  rupture  would  in- 
evitably have  ensued  between  them,  had  not  their 
leader  taken  upon  himself  to  act  the  part  of  umpire. 
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and  ID  thfit  capacity  prescribed  a  middle  course,  by 
which  it  was  resolved  to  sacrifice  the  Prssfeet  first, 
and  make  war  upon  the  emperor  afterwards.  This 
line  of  conduct,  he  s^d,  woald  remove  several  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  made  to  both  the  other 
projects,  for  the  Prcefect  was  the  enemy  they  had 
the  most  reason  to  fear,  on  account  of  his  proximity, 
and  so  long  as  he  lived,  his  inflaence  would  prevent 
the  Senate  from  taking  any  hostile  steps  against  the 
sovereign,  whereas,  were  he  once  out  of  the  way, 
they  would,  no  doubt,  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
asserting  their  old  privileges,  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable of  which,  was  that  of  electing  and  dethron- 
ing their  own  rulers. 

This  proposal  of  their  leader  being  unanimonsly 
adopted,  not  so  much  on  account  of  its  superior 
wisdom,  as  because  it  served  to  reconcile  the  adverse 
parties  to  each  other,  the  confederates  next  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
effect  their  purpose.  They  delivered  their  opinions 
in  rotation  :  Vuicatius  Asper  was  the  first  to  speak. 

**The  Prsdfect,*'  said  he,  ^*  is  food  of  ruralizing  in 
the  country.  Let  Magnus  invite, him  to  his  villa, 
and  he  will  not  fail  to  attend.  We  must  then  all  of 
us  be  ready  to  receive  him,  armed  with  our  poniards 
under  our  gowns.  He  will  probably  come  alone,  and 
unattended  by  his  guards.     Death  may  be  inflicted 
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on  him  when  he  first  enters  the  house,  or  afterwards 
•*— at  oar  leisure  —  when  he  goes  into  the  bath." 

"  Never  will  I  eoosent  to  that!"  oried  Magnns 
with  an  indignant  look.  "  What  will  be  thought  of 
iBj  principles  if  I  violate  the  laws  of  hospitality  by 
the  murder  of  my  own  guest  ?  No,  no»  my  ftiends ; 
Rome  is  the  place  where  we  must  strike  the  blow. 
Let  faim  fall  in  the  midst  of  the  people  whom  he  has 
so  grievously  oppressed.  Let  us  take  his  life  while 
the  eye  of  the  public  is  upon  us.  An  act  of  retri- 
button  should  not  be  performed  as  if  it  were  a  shame- 
ful crime." 

'*  I  agree  with  thee  in  part/'  said  Gracilis  Furcifer, 
a  conspirator  of  a  cautions  character,  though  less 
UBScrupoIouB  than  Vnlcatias  Asper;  '^  I  agree  with 
tfaee  so  far  as  to  reject  the  plan  of  making  thy  own 
bouse  the  scene  of  vengeance.  But  I  do  not  assent 
to  the  proposition  thou  hast  made  instead  of  it.  Our 
foe  is  for  the  most  part  surrounded  by  his  guards 
when  he  comes  forth  in  public, — which  thou  knowest 
is  but  seldom, — and  it  would  not  be  easy  to  despatch 
him  while  attended  thus.  The  thing,  therefore,  must 
not  be  thought  of ;  we  should  only  expose  ourselves 
to  ruin  by  making  the  attempt,  But  here  is  a  plan 
which  I  think  might  answer  better.  The  Pnefect  is 
addicted  to  nocturnal  frolics^  and  accompanied  by  his 
dissolute  associates,  sometimes  rambles  through  the. 
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city  all  night  long.  He  waylays  the  passengers  in 
the  streets^  worries  them  with  questions,  and  even 
assaults  them  with  so  moch  violence,  tkal^  ignorant 
as  they  are  of  their  assailant's  rank,  they  cannot  oe^ 
stonally  be  prevented  from  returning  his  blows; 
in  consequence  of  which  he  has  more  than  onee  found 
himself  involved  in  very  unpleasant  scrapes,  nay,  has 
actually  stood  in  danger  of  his  life.  Now  nothing 
would  be  easier  than  for  some  of  our  party  to  throw 
themselves  in  his  way  when  he  next  sallies  forth, 
and  affecting  to  be  ignorant  of  his  person,  which  in- 
deed for  his  own  sake  he  is  anxious  to  conceal,  to 
poniard  him  during  the  scuffle  which  will  arise  upon 
his  own  attack  and  the  resistance  of  our  friends." 

"  The  proposal  of  Gracilis  Furcifer  is  not  un- 
worthy of  attention/'  said  Piso,  joining  in  the  debate 
when  he  thought  his  suggestions  might  be  service- 
able ;  "  and  far  rather  would  I  see  it  adopted  than 
that  of  Asper.  Yet  surely  it  would  not  much 
redound  to  our  credit  to  cut  off  the  tyrant  in  a  mid- 
night brawl.  He  should  fall  in  a  manner  more  dis* 
tinguished.  We  must  slay  him  in  the  presence  of 
assembled  numbers ;  not,  however,  without  taking 
due  precautions  to  insure  the  success  of  the  attempt. 
The  Secular  Games  are  soon  to  be  celebrated,  and 
will  terminate  with  the  performance  of  a  gprand  spec- 
tacle in  the  theatre.     Our  enemy  ¥rill  unquestion* 
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ablj  be  present  on  the  occasion ;  and,  perhaps^  nnat- 
tended  by  his  goards.  Let  a  strong  party  of  us  then 
conceal  ooneWes  in  some  obscure  part  of  the  hoase, 
armed  with  our  weapons  nnder  oor  cloaks,  and  pre- 
pared to  attack  htm  on  the  first  faTonrable  opportn- 
nity  which  oocnrs.  We  shall  not,  I  snspeet,  long 
wait  for  it  in  vain.  A  popular  tamnlt  will  very  pro- 
bably arise ;  and  the  mnltitnde  will  not  be  slow  to 
assist  OS  against  one  who  is  no  less  their  enemy  and 
oppressor  than  oar  own." 

This  scheme  of  Piso's  appeared  the  least  objec- 
tionable of  any  yet  proposed,  and  after  some  further 
deliberation  the  confederates  decided  in  its  fayonr. 
They  also  resolved,  that,  as  it  would  not  be  consist- 
^t  with  the  dignity  of  his  character  for  their  future 
emperor  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  transaction 
himself,  Magnus  should  be  stationed  in  a  neighbour- 
ing temple  till  it  was  brought  to  a  close,  when  his 
adherents  should  inform  him  of  their  success,  and 
present  him  to  the  Senate  as  the  fittest  person  to 
support  their  cause  against  the  distant  sovereign,  who 
would  doubtless  be  exasperated  even  to  madness  by 
the  death  of  his  most  favoured  servant.  Piso,  having 
laid  the  plot,  claimed  to  himself  the  right  of  striking 
the  first  blow ;  a  privilege  which  none  of  his  collea- 
gues seemed  at  all  inclined  to  dispute ;  and  Magnus, 
after  complimenting  him  on  the  readiness  with  which 
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he  andertook  so  daDgerovs  an  office^  proceeded  to  give 
him  the  foUowiDg  instrcictions  and  advice  eonoenH 
ing  it. 

'*  In  the  Temple  of  the  San  on  the  Quirbal»  a 
consecrated  dagger  is  preserved.  It  is  not  my  hw- 
nesB  at  present  to  give  you  a  history  of  tltia  mystic 
blade; — suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  not  the  worli  of 
mortal  hands ;  and  withal,  that  it  possesses  the  ex- 
traordinary property  of  never  missing  its  aim,  though 
wielded  by  the  hand  of  childhood,  imbecility,  or  age ; 
— such  at  least  is  the  popular  belief  respecting  it 
This  poniard,  Piso,  must  thou  take  from  its  shrine. 
The  act  is  equivocal,  I  admit;  but  the  purity  of  the 
motive  serves  to  sanction  it; — and  thus  miraculously 
armed,  thou  wilt  find  the  less  difficulty  in  accom- 
plishing thy  patriotic  purpose.'* 

Piso  declared  his  readiness  to  follow  the  directions 
of  his  leader,  and  added  that  as  he  could  not  too  soon 
make  so  valuable  an  acquisition,  he  had  best  go  forth 
at  once.  Magnus  expressed  his  approbation  of  the 
plan ;  and  after  having  given  him  some  further  infor- 
mation touching  the  means  which  must  be  adopted 
in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  sacred  weapon,  he 
desired  him  to  stand  upon  no  ceremony  with  the 
company,  who  would  readily  excuse  his  necessary 
absence,  and  wait  where  they  were  till  hia  retom. 
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FSbd  accofdiwglj  enveloped  himself  in  a  maotle,  and 
qoJCIed  their  preieaee  at  onee. 

The  second  watch  of  the  night  was  almost  OTer, 
when  the  adyentaroas  youth  thns  left  his  uncle's 
mansioQ,  and  wended  on  his  way  towards  the  Temple 
of  the  Sun  on  the  Qnirinal.  The  night  was  dark 
and  nnusually  tempestuons,  considering  the  season 
of  the  year;  the  streets  too^  were  inrolved  in  snch 
obsearity,  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  employ  the 
utmost  caution  in  order  to  avoid  stumbling,  or  wan- 
dering from  his  path.  By  degrees,  however,  his 
eyes  became  accustomed  to  the  gloom,  and  though 
stUl  obliged  to  proceed  slowly,  he  was  enabled  to 
distinguish  one  object  from  another  with  a  sufficient 
accuracy  for  his  purpose.  Thus  groping  his  way,  he 
descended  the  Palatine,  passed  under  the  arch  of 
Titus,  and  entered  the  Sacred  Way,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded with  less  difficulty  and  more  despatch,  for  the 
temples  were  in  general  brilliantly  illuminated,  and 
at  regular  intervals  shed  a  broad  -stream  of  light 
across  his  path.  But  when  he  left  this  gorgeous 
phioe,  he  again  found  himself  in  the  dark,  and  would 
perehanoe  have  gone  astray,  had  he  not  now  been  in 
the  vidaity  of  that  immense  column  dedicated  to  the 
meawry  of  Trajan,  which  loomed  through  the  atmo- 
sphere, murky  as  it  was,  and  served  as  a  laud-mark 
to  guide  him  on  his  way. 
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At  last  he  began  to  ascend  the  Qairinal  Mount, 
gruided  by  the  lights  which  issaed  firom  the  holy 
edifice  on  its  summit.  As  he  approached  the  en- 
trance,  he  perceived  that  notwithstanding  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  the  place  was  far  from  being  de- 
serted either  by  the  priests  or  their  disciples,  for 
several  of  the  former  in  their  strange  fantastic 
dresses,  were  visible  at  intervals  as  they  flitted  past 
the  sashtess  windows  in  the  lower  part  of  the  build- 
ing, while  a  considerable  number  of  persons  were 
seen  issuing  from  the  gates,  as  if  they  had  but  just 
finished  their  devotions.  Few,  however,  were  going 
in  the  opposite  direction ;  Piso  therefore  judged  that 
he  should  not  have  long  to  wait  ere  the  whole  con- 
gregation had  departed.  He  took  his  station  behind 
a  small  obelisk  near  the  entrance,  in  order  to  escape 
observation,  and  thus  situated,  watched  the  progress 
of  the  religionists,  as  they  silently  and  solemnly 
withdrew  fiom  the  fane.  The  stream  grew  thinner 
and  thinner  by  degrees,  and  at  length  a  few  strag- 
gling individaals  were  all  that  remained  of  the 
crowd.  These  after  a  while  followed  the  rest;  the 
whole  column  penetrated  the  darkness ;  and,  as  the 
sound  of  their  footsteps  died  away,  Piso  issued  from 
his  hiding-place,  and  went  into  the  sanctuary. 

It  was  a  vast  and  splendid  structure,  but  so  ac- 
curately proportioned   as  to  seem  somewhat  under 
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its  actual  size.  The  walls  were  tessellated  with 
Tarioas  marbles,  and  decorated,  or  defaced,  with 
nuffleroas  paintiiigB  on  mythological  subjects,  which 
were  no  less  remarkable  for  their  pictorial  merits 
than  for  their  gross  iodelicacy;  and  interspersed 
amongst  these  were  seen  a  multitude  of  gold  and 
silver  legs,  arms,  eyes,  ears,  noses,  teeth,  toes, 
fingers,  and  the  like;  all  of  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  temple  by  pious  individuals  who, 
through  the  interference  of  its  tutelary  deity,  had 
been  cured  of  certain  incurable  diseases  in  the  corre- 
sponding members  of  their  own  bodies:  this  Piso 
well  knew^  though  not  being  gifted  with  prescience, 
he  could  not  foresee  that  the  dame  ciatom  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Cluristian  descendants  of  his  country- 
men, and  by  them  be  communicated  to  many  other 
nations  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  Rome. 

When  Piso  first  entered  this  Yenerable  place,  he 
supposed  it  to  be  empty,  but  on  looking  about  him 
more  narrowly,  he  perceived  that  a  few  straggiing 
devotees  yet  lingered  within  its  precincts.  Amongst 
these,  he  observed  a  solitary  female  stationed  near 
the  image  of  the  god,  which  occupied  the  centre  of 
the  bmlding.  Her  back  was  turned  towards  him, 
and  owing  to  that  circumstance,  or  because  her  me- 
ditations were  too  deep  to  be  easily  disturbed,  she 
did  not  appear  to  notice  his  approach.    Taking  ad- 
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▼antage  of  her  abstraction,  he  paused  to  watch  her 
for  a  few  moments.  She  was  seemingly  a  very 
yoong  girl,  not  above  sixteen  years  of  age»  alike  ico- 
markable  for  the  symmetry  of  her  form,  and  the 
beaaty  of  her  coontenance;  which,  moreover,  was 
marked  with  an  expression  of  fervent  piety,  not  nn* 
mixed  with  superstition.  Her  large  blae  eyes  were 
fixed  npon  the  rude  representation  of  the  dMty  be- 
fore her, — ^for  the  idol  was  nothing  more  than  a 
conical  block  of  stone,  elevated  on  a  porphyry  pe- 
destaly — and  from  the  motion  of  her  lips,  though  no 
sound  escaped  them,  it  was  plain  she  was  engaged  in 
prayer.  Her  orisons  were  however  soon  concluded. 
Then  in  compliance  with  the  forms  prescribed  by  her 
religion,  she  produced  a  small  slip  of  parchment 
upon  which  were  written  the  particulars  of  her  vow. 
This  scroll  she  attached  with  wax  to  that  part  of  the 
idol  which  might  be  supposed  to  represent  its  kaees^ 
where  she  left  it  for  the  present,  and  probably  in* 
tended  to  leave  it  till  the  God  had  granted  her  re- 
qnest,  after  which  (if  she  still  adhered  to  established 
rules)  she  would  take  it  away,  tear  it  to  pieces^  and 
compliment  the  object  of  her  worship,  or  his  priests, 
with  the  guerdon  she  had  promised  when  she  put  up 
her  prayers. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  her  petition,  the  damsel, 
whose    mind   was  now   perhaps  less   occupied   by 
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hestYeoij  things  thu  before,  aeemed  fbr  the  first 
time  te  discoyer  that  she  had  been  watched ;  and  she 
started  a  little,  as  her  eyes  encoontered  those  of  the 
attentive  youth.  But  it  vas  only  for  an  instant  that 
she  thus  looked  towards  him.  Catching  up  a  small 
basket  which  stood  by  her  side,  and  drawing  the 
folds  of  her  mantle  closely  round  her,  she  cast  a 
single  glance  towards  the  scroll^  as  if  to  make  certain 
that  it  was  properly  fastened  to  the  sacred  image, — 
whence  she  knew  no  good  heathen  would  Tentore  to 
ramove  it, — and  prepared  to  quit  the  sanctuary. 

Piso  followed  ber  with  his  eyes  as  she  retreated 
toirards  the  door.  He  was  much  struck  with  her  ap- 
pearance, and  still  more  by  the  manner  in  which  she 
bad  been  employed.  Not  that  there  was  any  thing 
singular  in  tbe  circumstance  of  a  young  femaleoffer- 
ing  up  her  vows  to  the  gods,  time  and  place  fitting, 
but  that  she  had  chosen  an  unusual  hour,  and  a 
temple  little  frequented  by  persons  of  her  age  and 
sex.  He  gazed  at  the  shapeless  paged  he  had  seen 
her  worship,  and  wondered  that  a  youthful  viigin 
should  have  selected  so  unattractive  an  object  as  the 
repository  of  her  secret  thoughts,  while  a  hmdred 
fanes,  filled  with  the  beautiful  creations  of  the  Gre- 
cian sculptors,  opened  their  doors  to  her  in  every 
part  of  the  city. 

Whilst  he  thus  pondered  and  gaaed,  it  suddenly 
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occurved  to  him  that  the  figure  of  the  young  sappli- 
ant  was  not  altc^ether  unfamiliar  to  his  eye,  and 
struck  with  the  idea,  he  involuntarily  followed  her 
as  she  went.  She  quickened  her  pace,  and  seemed 
anxious  to  escape  unnoticed.  Finding,  however, 
that  her  pursuer  was  at  hand,  she  abruptly  halted  in 
her  career,  assumed  an  attitude  of  humility,  and 
stood  waiting  his  approach  in  silence.  He  was  soon 
close  to  her  side.  The  obscurity  of  the  place,  and 
the  concealment  of  her  cloak,  nevertheless  still  served 
to  baffle  his  curiosity,  and  he  was  as  much  at  fault  as 
ever.  But  Piso  was  undisguised  himself.  No 
sooner,  therefore,  did  he  pass  under  a  lamp,  the  light 
of  which  glared  strongly  on  his  face,  than  the  damsel 
on  her  part  gave  token  of  having  recognised  him,  by 
faintly  articulating  his  name.  **  Piso !"  said  she,  '*  is 
it  you  after  all  ? — I  am  glad  it  was  nobody  else." 

Piso  was  more  astonished  than  before.  "  Who  art 
thou  ?"  asked  he  in  a  hesitating  voice.  Then  catching 
off  the  mantle  fnmi  her  ftice,  and  examining  her  with 
care,  he  presently  recalled  to  his  memory  the  features 
of  one  with  whom,  though  by  no  means  familiarly  ac* 
quainted,  he  had  often  met  before.  It  was  the  in- 
teresting Eudocia,  the  slave  of  the  Pr»fect*s  lady, 
the  companion  of  Thusnelda,  and  (as  he  had  some 
reason  to  know)  the  platonically  beloved  of  Scribo- 
nius  Mummius  himself. 
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BQt  as  this  discoyery  was  far  from  dimiQishiog  his 
surprise^  he  proceeded  to  question  the  Abigail  abont 
ber  motives  for  repairing  to  so  strange  a  plaee,  and  at 
so  unreasonable  an  hoar;  whereanto,  after  some 
hesitation,  she  replied,  that  not  having  lately  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  his  nncle,  and  being  much  grati- 
fied at  hearing  that  he  had  toasted  her  at  the  Prae- 
fect's  table  a  few  weeks  before,  she  had  slipped  oot 
after  dark,  with  the  intention  of  paying  him  a  visit, 
and  retaming  him  thanks.  She  had  found  the  gates 
of  his  mansion  open,  and  the  servants  bustling  about, 
from  which  circumstances  she  conjectured  that  some- 
thing unusual  must  be  going  forward  within.  She  had 
at  first  determined  to  withdraw;  but  urged  by  a  feeling 
of  curiosity  which  she  could  not  repress,  she  con- 
cealed herself  in  the  Atrium,  and  watching  the  op- 
portunity when  the  coast  was  clear,  made  her  way 
up  stairs  to  the  entrance  of  the  Ccenaculum,  where, 
attracted  by  the  sound  of  voices,  amongst  which  she 
recognised  that  of  her  v^erable  admirer,  she  tarried 
for  a  while  without  well  knowing  why,  or  duty  con- 
sidering what  she  was  about  Thus  temptingly  si- 
tuatedi  she  confessed  that  being  still  prompted  by  an 
irresistible  thint  of  knowledge^  she  applied  her  ear  to 
a  small  aperture  in  the  door, — not  however  with  the 
intention  of  listening  to  any  thing  improper  for  one  of 
her  sex  and  age  to  hear,  —  and  it  so  fell  out  that  the 
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first  artici|late  sounds  which  she  clistingiiisbed,  im- 
pressed her  with  the  idea  that  the  speakers  were 
▼ituperating  the  female  portion  of  the  creation,  al* 
though  in  fact,  as  she  afterwards  discovered,  they 
were  only  lamenting  that  some  of  their  fair  confede- 
rates were  less  taciturn  than  themselves.  Filled 
with  indignation  at  what  she  conceived  such  an  un- 
provoked attack  upon  the  ladies,  she  could  hardly 
refrain  from  throwing  herself  amongst  the  slanderers, 
and  daring  them  to  prove  their  wicked  assertions  to 
her  face.  But  reflecting  that  this  desperate  mode  of 
vindicating  her  sex  might  not  after  all  answer  her 
purpose,  she  endeavoured  to  subdue  the  rage  which 
boiled  within  her  bosom,  and  listened  with  her  sweet 
little  ear  at  the  crevice  more  attentively  than  ever. 
It  was  then  that,  with  feelings  of  awe  and  astonish- 
ment she  heard  the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  de- 
veloped. More  than  once  she  had  intended  to  retire, 
being  conscious  that  she  had  no  right  to  possess  her- 
self surreptitiously  of  such  important  secrets;  but 
the  strength  of  her  curiosity,  and  the  interest  which 
she  took  in  the  debate,  prevented  her  from  putting 
the  wise  resolve  into  practice.  At  length,  she  had 
actually  withdrawn.  Then,  anxious  to  make  amends 
for  her  conduct  in  the  best  way  she  could,  she  had 
determined  to  repair  to  a  temple,  and  offer  op  her 
vows  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise  she  had  just 
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heard  planned^  This  design  she  esecated  at  cfoce, 
and  by  a  curioas  coincidence  selected  the  saM  holy 
place  for  the  scene  of  her  doTotions  to  which  Piso  had 
been  despatched  afterwards  himself. 

Piso  was  by  no  means  very  well  satisfied  with  this 
explanation ;  and  be  could  not  help  telling  the  damsel 
that  in  his  estimation,  her  conduct  had  been  highly 
rqirebensible,  not  only  in  listening  like  a  spy  at  first, 
but  in  slipping  out  of  the  house  afterwards,  without 
acknowledging  what  she  had  done.  To  these  ge- 
neral strictures  he  added  the  remark,  that  unless  he 
had  previously  formed  a  good  opinion  of  her  cha- 
racter from  the  communications  of  his  uncle,  he 
should  infallibly  now  have  suspected  her  of  watching 
his  companions  for  the  sake  of  betraying  them  to  her 
lord,  the  Praefect. 

To  this  cutting  observation  she  replied  with  some 
warmth,  that  he  need  not  remind  her  of  her  having 
done  a  dishonourable  thing,  as  she  was  well  aware 
of  the  fact  already.  ''  But  oh  !*'  added  she,  "  be- 
Here  me  when  I  say,  that  all  the  wealth  of  Croesus 
should  not  tempt  me  to  betray  the  secret,  nor  all  the 
pains  of  Tartarus  extort  it  from  my  bosom.  Fear 
not,  then,  a  discovery  from  me.  Weak  as  I  am,  I 
still  can  brave  danger,  and  encounter  death  in  a  good 
cause.      And,  why,"    continued   she,  in    a   milder 
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straiii,  while  tears  flowed  from  her  eyes,  which  she 
wiped  with  the  comer  of  her  pallium  as  she  spoke," 
why  should  I  be  suspected  of  a  wish  to  sacrifice  those 
I  love,  to  gratify  ray  enemies  and  oppressors  ?  You 
know  not,  Piso,  the  treatment  I  haye  met  with  from' 
the  Prefect  and  his  lady,  or  you  would  not  suppose 
me  anxious  to  prevent  their  downfall  by  informing 
against  a  band  of  patriots,  and  dishonouring  myself 
for  ever  by  the  act.  It  is  true  that  Lanrentia 
Ogulnia  is  my  sovereign  lady,  and  as  such,  the  world 
may  think  me  bound  to  assist  her  in  the  hour  of  her 
ueed.  But  I  owe  her  no  gratitude  or  love.  I  can- 
not repay  her  scorn  with  affection,  or  her  malice  with 
teodemess  and  respect  Still  less  do  I  think  myself 
bound  to  succour  her  husband,  who  has  ever  encou- 
raged the  cruel  usage  which  I  have  met  with  at  her 
hands.  I  leave  hin^  to  the  fate  he  merits ;  and  may 
the  gods  prosper  the  enterprise  which  your  associates 
have  planned  against  him !'' 

Piso  was  satisfied  with  what  he  heard.  He  be- 
lieved the  damsel's  promises  of  secrecy,  and  placed 
no  small  reliance  on  her  hatred  of  the  tyrant  and  his 
wife*  He  therefore  merely  cautioned  her  against 
an  unintentional  discovery,  and  advised  her  to  retom 
home  without  delay,  in  order  that  her  absence  might 
not  be  known,  or  its  cauate  suspected*     She  engaged 
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in  all  things  to  follow  his  directions;  and  they  parted 
with  a  chaste  salute. 

Whilst  these  matteiv  vere  in  prc^gress,  he  did  not 
perceive  that  one  of  the  priests  was  coming  towards 
Urn  from  the  interior  of  the  temple ;  he,  thivefore, 
dmost  started,  when  on  tnmii^  round  suddenly,  he 
beheld  the  sacerdotal  personage  close  at  hand. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  glad  of  the  encounter,  and 
idotingthe  holy  man  with  great  respect,  he  inquired 
for  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  fane,  by  the  name 
of  Theodosins,  with  whom  he  said  he  had  busi- 
ness of  importance,  which  would  not  brook  delay. 
"  The  man  for  whom  thou  seekest  stands  before 
thee/'  replied  the  priest;  ^'thou  art  welcome  to 
the  sanctuary  :  —  what  wouldst  thou  have  with 
me?" 

Piso  was  rejoiced  at  hearing  this  req>onse,  for  he 
reeogoised  in  the  speaker  one  of  his  own  confeder- 
ates, and  a  friend  of  Magnus,  by  whom  he  had  been 
early  initiated  into  the  plot.  Had  the  youth  had 
half  the  superstition  of  Us  uncle,  he  wonld  infallibly 
have  reckoned  it  a  good  omen  to  have  thus  met 
with  the  very  individual  he  most  wished  to  see,  and 
whose  aid  he  came  to  ask.  But  crednlity  was  by  no 
flseans  hb  fault;  so  that,  merely  considering  the 
meeting  in  the  light  of  an  accident,  though  a  lucky 
if2 
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ooe,  be  forthwith  proceeded  to  ioforin  the  ecclesiastic 
of  the  object  of  his  visit. 

Theodosias  seemed  rather  startled  when  he  found 
that  Piso  wished  to  obtain  possession  of  the  sacred 
weapon»  which,  he  said,  could  not  lawfully  be  taken 
from  its  shrine  without  the  sanction  of  the  Soyereign 
Pontiff.  However,  he  continued,  as  he  wished  to 
oblige  his  friends,  and  was  extremely  anxious  for  the 
success  of  their  plot,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  stretch 
his  privilege  in  their  behalf,  and  entrust  them  with 
the  holy  thing  they  coveted,  on  condition  of  their 
returning  it  as  soon  as  their  enterprise  was  accom- 
plished. So  saying,  and  having  received  the  as- 
surances of  Piso  that  such  was  the  intention  of  his 
colleagues,  he  withdrew  into  the  penetralia  of  the 
temple,  whence  he  speedily  returned  bearing  a  long 
straight  dirk  with  a  silver  haft,  and  a  sheath  of  the 
same  metal,  which  he  handled  with  an  air  of  the 
most  profound  reverence  and  respect.  This  he  pre- 
sented to  the  young  Patrician,  assuring  him  that  it 
was  the  same  weapon  that  Flavius  Scevinus  took 
from  the  Temple  of  Health  b  Etruria  during  the 
celebrated  conspiracy  against  Nero  undertaken  by  a 
member  of  the  Calpurnian  house. 

*'  I  trust,"  added  the  wprthy  priest,  <'  thou  wilt  be 
more  successful  than  thy  forefather,  who  not  only  failed 
to  slay  the  tyrant,  but  lost  bis  own  life  in  making 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PIBO    AND   THB   PRJBFBCT.  245 

the  attempt.  Nevertheless^  I  think  thy  friends  were 
wrong  in  advising  thee  to  use  this  iii-fated  implement 
in  a  contest  so  nearly  resembling  that  which  proved 
so  calamitous  the  last  time  it  was  employed/* 

While  he  spoke  thus,  he  accompanied  Piso  to  the 
gates  of  the  temple,  where,  after  again  enjoining  him 
to  take  great  care  of  the  weapon,  and  return  it  as 
speedily  as  be  conld,  he  once  more  expressed  his 
hopes  that  the  confederates  would  be  successful,  and 
bidding  the  young  man  farewell,  withdrew  into  the 
interior  of  the  place. 

Piso,  therefore,  was  left  alone  in  the  porch,  which 
▼as  partly  lighted  by  the  moon,  whose  broad  bright 
face  now  peeped  ont  cheerily  from  amongst  the 
clouds,  and  partly  by  the  lamps  and 'fires  which 
homed  within  the  edifice  itself.  The  gates  were 
still  unclosed,  and  by  looking  through  these  he  could ' 
just  discern  the  statue  of  the  God,  exalted  on  its 
pedestal  of  porphyry.  He  had  wrapped  the  dagger 
in  a  scarf  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  pUAsed  it 
under  his  arm  ;— he  had  taken  a  look  at  the  weather, 
and  congratulated  himself  on  the  favooraUe  change 
which  seemed  to  have  occurred  since  he  came  from 
home ; — he  had  drawn  his  mantle  closely  round  him, 
and  was  just  preparing  to  depart,  —  when  a  strange 
indescribable  sound  appeared  to  issue  from  the  fane, 
accompanied  by  a  rush  of  wind.     Immediately  after- 
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wards*  a  terrible  voice,  which  seemed  to  praeeed 
fcom  the  same  quarter,  was  heard  to  ptonomice  these 
awful  words,  '*  Doomed  !  doomed  ! — the  rash  enter- 
prise will  fail !" 

Piso  was  astonished  and  alarmed.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  general  incredulity,  he  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  he  had  been  addressed  by  the 
tutelary  deity  of  the  place.  He  tamed  towards  the 
entrance  of  the  building,  and  his  suspioiona  seemed 
confirmed.  The  idol  was  surrounded  with  a  blaae 
of  light,  so  vivid  and  refulgent,  that  he  was  unable  to 
contemplate  it  for  more  than  an  mstant  at  a  time ; 
but  during  those  brief  glances  he  perceived,  or  fan- 
cied he  perceived,  that  the  black  conical  stone  which 
represented  the  deity,  thrice  revolved  upon  its  pe- 
destal, while  at  every  revolution  the  same  strange 
sound  was  repeated  which  had  first  reached  his  ear. 
Piso  fell  prostrate  on  the  earthy  and  worshipped  in 
silence  for  a  few  minutes. 

It  may  be  easily  conceived  that  after  he  had  over- 
come his  first  feelingi  of  surprise  and  consternation, 
he  lost  no  time  in  returning  bome,  where  he  found 
the  conspirators  still  in  cloae  conclave,  and  deliber* 
ating  as  before.  His  entrance  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate, and  they  eagerly  interrogated  him  about  the 
result  of  his  enterprise.  He  produced  the  conse- 
crated weapon  without  speaking  a  word ;  then  briefly 
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infonned  them  of  the  adventure  he  had  jast  met 
with.  The  comnmoiGatioD  affected  them  in  Yarioui 
ways.  Magnus  was  iocredulons,  and  appeared  to 
think  his  young  friend  had  been  deceived  by  the 
workings  of  a  lively  imagination.  Seribonius  Mum- 
mins,  on  the  contrary,  was  alarmed  to  a  degree,  and 
declared  that  his  nephew  had  without  doubt  really 
heard  the  voice  of  the  God,  adding  that  such  things 
had  often  happened  before ;  **  For  example/'  said 
he,  **  the  invasion  of  the  Gauls  was  foretold  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  way/'  Vulcatius  Asper  differed 
from  them  both ;  saying  that  he  thought  the  pheno- 
menon might  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  that  some 
person  acquainted  with  their  plans  had  concealed 
himself  in  the  temple,  and  pronounced  the  words; 
but  whether  in  so  doing  he  had  been  actuated  by 
friendly  motives,  or  a  wish  to  lead  them  astray,  it 
might  not  be  so  easy  to  determine.  Other  opinions 
were  delivered  by  different  individuals  on  the  same 
sobject ;  but  upon  the  whole,  the  majority  seemed 
inclmed  to  think  that  the  warning  should  not  be 
neglected,  from  whatever  source  it  came.  They  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  dissolve  the  meeting,  and  re- 
turn to  their  respective  homes,  where  they  might 
keep  themselves  secluded  till  they  were  able  to  ascer- 
tain whether  their  secret  had  actually  transpired. 
Having  once  taken  this  resolution,  they  acted  upon 
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it  without  delay,  and  indeed,  it  may  be  said,  with  the 
most  commendable  despatch.  The  house  was  there- 
fore soon  cleared  ;  and  Piso  was  left  alone  with  his 
venerable  kinsman,  to  deliberate  about  the  measures 
which  it  next  became  them  to  adopt. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


THE   INSPIRED   MUMMER* 


I  HAVE  now  been  unto  the  reader  even  as  a  gentle- 
man usher,  or  a  master  of  the  ceremonies,  upon  more 
occasions  than  one.  .  I  have  taken  him  by  the  hand, 
and  conducted  him  into  the  inmost  recesses  of  a 
despot's  palace,  there  to  observe  what  the  despot  was 
about.  I  have,  moreover,  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  doings  of  the  despot's  spouse,  introducing  him 
into  her  dressing-room,  and  disclosing  to  him  the 
secrets  of  her  toilet-table.  I  have  also  taken  the 
liberty  of  bringing  him  privily  into  the  sleeping 
chamber  of  a  damsel  for  whose  character,  neverthe* 
less,  I  have  the  most  profound  respect  and  reverence. 
I  am  now  going  to  conduct  him  into  a  place  almost 
equally  occult, — equally  proscribed  to  vulgar  eyes, — 
even  into  the  cubiculum  of  Basilides  the  actor. 
It  was  a  small,  close  room,  without  windows,  and 
m5 
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only  enlightened  by  means  of  a  narrow  aperture  in  the 
roof.     In  one  corner  of  this  apartment  there  was  » 
square  wooden  platform,  raised  upon  legs  about  two 
feet  from  the  ground,  and  somewhat  resembling  the 
lower  part  of  a  modem  four-post  bed ;  having  how- 
ever neither  posts  nor  tester,  curtains   nor  canopy, 
nothing  could  be  more  naked  than  the  appearance 
of  the  whole  concern.      Upon  this  uncomfortable 
piece  of  furniture,  —  upon  the  bare  surface  of  the 
polished  wood^  —  lay   stretched   at  full   length  the 
person  of  a  man ;  a  tall,  stout,  and  bulky  one ;  per- 
fectly motionless,  and  as  rigid  as  a  corpse.    His  at- 
titude was  supine,  —  that  is  to  8ay>  he  lay  prostrate 
on  his  back ;  and  he  was  effectually  prev.ented  from 
altering  his  position  by  a  series  of  leathern  straps, 
which  passed  across  his  limbs,  and  fastened  them 
down  to  the  extraordinary-looking  couch  itself.    He 
had  no  sheets  or  blankets ;  no  pillow  under  bis  head ; 
no  counterpane  to  cover  him ;  no  mattrass  to  defend 
him  from  the  boards:  —  he  looked  like  the  most 
miserable  of  mankind.     Neither  did  his  wretchedness 
seem  confined  to  matters  of  privation ;  he  was  appa- 
rently in  a  state  bordering  upon  actual  torture,  a 
large  thick  substantial  sheet  of  lead  being  deposited 
upon  his  chest,  aft  if  for  the  express  purpose  of  impe- 
ding his  respiration  by  its  weight. 
Yet,  wretched  as  he  was  in  many  respects,  it  did 
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not  appear  that  he  was  altogether  desolate,  or  aban^ 
doned  to  his  fate.    On  the  contrary,  there  was  an 
indiyidnal  sitting  by  his  side  whose  chief  or  exclu- 
sive business  seemed  to  be  that  of  administering  to 
his  wants,  and  defending  him  against  the  flies  which 
buzzed    about    his    ears    in    innumerable    swarms. 
Armed  with  a  fan  of  feathers,  this  faithful  friend,  or 
duteous  servant,  kept  brushing  them  away  as  they 
intruded  on  his  face,  cursing  them  with  energy, 
though  in  a  suppressed  voice,  at  the  same  time,  and 
occasionally  spitting  a  few  that  he  had  captured  upon 
the  point  of  a  thorn,  after  the  manner  of  the  sage 
Domitiau,  whom  he   seemed  to  have  chosen  for  a 
prototype.    This  labour  of  love  lasted  for  a  consi- 
derable time.    The  winged  pests  were  extremely 
persevering,  and  the  object  of  their  attacks  was 
either  so  drowsy  by  nature,   or  so  exhausted  by 
fatigue,  that  he  continued  to  sleep  soundly  in  spite  of 
their  reiterated  efforts  to  disturb  him.     By  degrees, 
however,  there  were  seen  signs  of  returning  con- 
sinousness.    The  miserable  man  was  indeed  unable 
to  move  except  by  stretching  himself  longitudinally. 
But  he  did  what  he  cou!d«     He  straightened  his 
limbs,  contracted  his  sinews,  and  separated  his  toes 
from  each  other  as  far  as  they  would  go.    Then 
uttering  a  deep  groan,  he  opened  his  eyes  widely, 
turned   his  head  with  some  difficulty  to  one  side, 
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and  stared  at  his  attendant     He  was  at  leogth  broad 
awake. 

"  CleoD,"  said  he»  in  a  low  voice,  as  he  thas  came 
to  himself,  '*  what  thne  is  it  ?  — is  it  still  night,  or 
has  the  morning  dawned  ?" 

''  It  is  time  for  yon  to  rise,  O  Basilides/'  replied 
the  man  with  the  feathers ;  '^  the  first  hour  *  is  past." 

"Then  take  off  the  lead,  and  unfasten  the  straps," 
rejoined  the  prisoner :  *'  verily  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to 
be  released;  they  oppress  me  beyond  endurance/' 

Cleon  obeyed  his  orders;  and  when  thus  set  at 
liberty,  he  rose  painfully  from  the  boards,  nibbing  his 
back  with  his  hands,  as  he  got  up,  and  making  wry 
faces  symptomatic  of  the  inconvenience  to  which  he 
was  exposed  by  the  sudden  change  of  posture.  ''  Oh  !** 
exclaimed    he,  seating  himself  on  the  edge  of  his 
couch,  stretching  out  his  arms,  and  endeavouring  to 
make  himself  familiar  with  his  new  position; — ''ohj*' 
he  reiterated,  with  a  groan ;  "  how  my  poor  bones  do 
hacbe! — and  how  huncomfortable  I  feel  about  the 
stomach! — I  am  really  in  an   orrid  state."    Then, 
lifter  a  short  pause,  during  which  his  mind  seemed  to 
be  occupied  by  melancholy  thoughts,  he  continued — ' 
''and  this  it  is  to  be  a  great  hactor ! — this  is  the  pe- 
nalty of  fame ! — Is  appiness  honly  for  the  hobscure? 

*  Tht  fim  hottr  after  sun^riso. 


1^  * 
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Are  the  great  halways  miserable? — «laA!  I  fear  it  is 
the  case.    I  am  a  living  proof  of  it  myself." 

After  this  apostrophe,  which  he  apparently  rather 
addressed  to  the  walls  than  to  his  companion*  he 
proceeded  to  perform  the  business  of  his  toilet, 
painting  his  eyebrows,  and  colonring  his  cheeks  with 
a  dexterity  which  wonld  have  done  credit  to  Lau- 
rantia  Ogalnia  herself.  Meanwhile  Cleon  sedu'* 
loQsly  attended  him,  and  in  order  to  soothe  his  roffled 
mind,  administered  copious  doses  of  that  ''oil  of 
fool'*  which  has  so  often  been  found  successful  on 
occasions  of  the  sort.  '' Basilides,"  said  the  syco- 
phant|  **  it  is  true  that  you  endure  much  suffering. 
Even  I  myself  pity  you  when  I  see  you  l3^ng 
stretched  out  upon  your  back,  chained  to  your  bed 
like  Prometheus  to  his  rock;  and  I  cannot  help 
diinking  bow  uncomfortable  you  must  feel  with  that 
great,  thick,  substantial  plate  of  lead  upon  your 
stomach.  But  then  you  must  remember  that  it  is 
all  for  your  own  good,  and  that  by  enduring  these 
temporary  inconveniencies,  you  are  enabled  to  render 
your  Toiee  the  sweetest,  the  loudest,  the  grandest, 
the  most  mellifluous,  that  was  ever  heard  before,  or 
will,  perhaps,  be  ever  heard  hereafter.*' 

**  Yes,  Cleon,  it  is  true  that  I  have  a  sweet  voice,'* 
rejoined  the  illustrious  singer  in  his  modesty. 

**  You  are  at  the  head  of  your  profession/*  con* 
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tioaed  the  atteodant;  ''your  acting,  your  singing, 
and  your  dancing,  are  all  transcendant  alike.  Yoor 
contemporaries  are  astonished  at  you,  and  posterity 
will  hear  of  your  performances  with  disbelief.  You 
stand  alone  in  the  world,  without  a  rival ; — for  every- 
body knows  that  the  miserable  Glaphyrns  is  uti* 
worthy  of  being  named  in  the  same  breath  with  your- 
self. The  shallow  pretender  should  be  treated  with 
the  contempt  which  he  deserves.  Audacious  as  the 
miscreant  is,  he  never  can  excite  a  feeling  of  un* 
easiness  in  the  mind  of  one  so  immeasurably  his 
superiors  as  my  beloved  patron." 

"  Wretch  !  rogue !  ruffian !  rascal ! — screech-owl ! 
ideot !  dunce ! — bo,  bo,  bo,  bo  !*'  roared  the  in- 
furiated  Basilides,  driven  apparently  to  the  very 
brink  of  madness  by  the  mere  mention  of  one  whom 
he  viewed  with  feelings  of  the  most  diabolical  aver- 
sion and  abhorrence. 

Cleon  seemed  quite  terrified  at  the  explosion.  His 
fears,  however,  were  not  for  himself.  He  was  only 
apprehensive  that  his  patron  would  injure  the  tone 
of  his  voice  by  exerting  it  over  much.  Seizing  a 
napkin,  therefore,  which  he  kept  ready  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  ran  op  to  the  enraged  vocalist,  and  clapped 
it  firmly  on  his  mouth,  exclaiming  as  he  did  so,  "in 
the  name  of  the  gods,  Basilides,  mind  what  you  are 
about ! — You  will  ruin  yourself  by  your  vehemence ! 
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HaTe  I  not  told  yoa  over  and  over  ngam,  that  these 
bursts  of  passion  must  infallibly  end  in  the  complete 
destraction  of  your  voice?  Will  yoa  never  learn 
wisdom  from  experience,  nor  snbmit  to  be  governed 
by  others  in  a  point  so  essential  to  year  professional 
success  ?" 

*'Alas!"  replied  the  other,  in  a  subdued  tone» 
without  any  of  the  impetuosity  which  he  had  dis* 
played  a  few  moments  before,  ''  I  confess  I  was  in 
fault;  and  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you»  worthy 
Cleon»  for  checking  me  in  the  indulgence  of  my 
wrath — my  contempt,  I  would  say, — for  as  you  very 
justly  observe,  it  is  far  beneath  a  man  of  my  eminence 
to  be  exasperated  on  account  of  the  base  wretch  in 
question, — the  base,  vile,  odious  wretch,  who,  with- 
oat  talents  or  endowments,  has  been  encouraged  by 
the  factious  to  become  my  rival.  It  is  true  that  he 
has  now  obtained  a  sort  of  spurious  popularity  him- 
self. It  cannot  be  denied  that  he  is  supported  by  a 
considerable  party  in  the  city;  and  for  this  reason, 
though  not  on  account  of  his  own  merits,  I  feel  him 
as  a  thorn  in  my  side, — ^a  thorn  which  I  would  wil- 
lingly pluck  out.'' 

**  And  doubtless  you  will  soon  do  so/'  rejoined  tlie 
attendant.  ''  But  tell  me,  I  beseech  you/'  added  he, 
**  how  was  it  that  this  rivalry  first  had  its  rise? 
Ton  should  remember,  Basilides,  that  I  am  but  a 
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stranger  in  the  capital  myself; — that  it  is  bat  a  few 
weeks  since  I  arrived  from  Athens, — sent  for  at  ybnr 
particular  request,  and  offered  a  considerable  salary 
to  act  as  your  Phonascus,* — and  that  since  my  ar- 
rival I  have  been  so  much  occupied  by  the  duties  of 
my  office, — arduous  as  they  are, — that  I  have  had 
little  leisure  for  inquiring  into  the  state  of  parties  in 
the  city.  If  it  would  not  therefore  be  putting  you  to 
too  much  trouble,  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  by 
your  informing  me  not  only  how  this  Glapbyrus 
brought  himself  into  notice,  but  also  how  you  your- 
self attained  to  such  unprecedented  eminence,  and 
became  the  wonder  of  the  whole  world  for  your  sub« 
lime  performances/' 

"  Willingly  will  I  do  so,"  replied  the  actor.  '*  It 
will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  enlighten  you  on 
these  subjects.  But  it  will  be  necessary,  I  think,  to 
go  back  farther,  and  take  a  more  comprehensive 
view  of  theatrical  matters  than  you  perhaps  suppose. 
I  must  briefly  trace  the  origin  of  the  Pantomimes,  in 
order  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which  dramatical 
exhibitions  of  this  class  have  by  degrees  superseded 
every  other,  and  obtained  a  popularity  hitherto  un- 
exampled,— a  popularity  shaiTed  to  its  full  extent  by 


^  Or  Vocal  Governor.      Nero  was  always  attended  by  an 
officer  of  this  sort,  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  care  of  his  voice. 
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the  chief  performers  in  these  delightfal  spectacles^ 
and  even  enjoyed  in  an.  inferior  degree  by  the  most 
insignificant  members  of  the  same  troop/' 

**  I  shall  listen  to  year  commanications  with  de- 
light/' said  the  Phonascas.  ''  Before  yon  commence, 
however,"  added  he,  "  let  me  entreat  you  to  swallow 
this  small  dose  of  medicine,  which  is  good  for  your 
Toice,  and  at  the  same  time  so  slow  in  its  operation 
that  it  will  not  at  all  preyent  you  from  going  on  with 
your  discourse.  I  trust,  at  least,  that  its  effects  will 
not  be  fully  developed  till  after  you  have  done  talk- 
ing, and  finished  your  dress." 

So  saying,  he  produced  a  filthy  looking  black 
draught  in  a  cup,  and  after  stirring  it  well  up  with  a 
spoon,  presented  it  to  his  patient,  who,  in  spite  of  the 
repugnance  which  he  evidently  felt,  did  not  venture 
to  reject  a  prescription  so  conducive  to  his  vocal  wel- 
fare. He  gulped  down  the  abominable  potion,  while 
his  chest  heaved  convulsively  with  disgust.  Nor 
was  this  disgust  at  all  mitigated  by  the  frequency 
with  which  he  had  endured  the  same  punishment  be- 
fore. Morning  after  morning  had  he  been  dosed 
thus  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the  Phonascus  from  the 
City  of  the  Wise;  and  his  sufferings  were  augmented 
at  every  repetition  of  the  drench. 

When  he  had  in  some  measure  overcome  the 
nausea  caused  by  the  performance  of  this  operation. 
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he  composed  his  couDtenance,  cleared  his  yoice»  and 
held  forth  as  follows  in  the  Greek  tongue,  which  he 
spoke  welly  and  without  any  of  those  pecoliarities 
which  marked  his  pronunciation  of  the  Latin.* 

''  Cleouy  you  are  an  educated  man.  I  need  not 
therefore  inform  you  that  the  Romans  had  originally 
no  drama  of  their  own.  They  borrowed  their  ideas 
of  theatrical  representations  from  the  Greeks,  and 
aspired  to  no  higher  merit  than  that  bf  being  skilful 
copyists  of  the  old  Attic  authors.  Thus  the  scene  of 
their  plays  was  generally  laid  in  Greece,  and  their 
dramatis  personce  were  distinguished  by  names  onee 
common  in  the  Peloponnesus;  their  choruses  also 
were  closely  modelled  upon  those  of  iEschylns  and 
Euripides.  Even  the  dress  of  their  actors  was  Athe- 
nian. The  larva  and  cothurnus,  invented  by  their 
predecessors,  were  adopted  on  the  Latin  stage^  and 
marked  the  tragic  actors  from  the  sock-footed  fol- 
lowers of  Thalia. 

*  A  frieDd  has  suggested,  that,  unless  I  quote  ^  chapter  and 
verse,"  people  will  be  apt  to  doubt  whether  any  old  Roman  could 
have  been  vulgar  enough  to  mispronounce  his  aspirates  like  a 
modem  Cockney.  I  therefore  take  the  present  opportunity  of 
referring  the  sceptical  to  a  passage  in  Catullus  {de  Arrio,  Carmen 
LXXXIV.)  commencing 

'<  *  Chommoda'  dicebat,  si  quando  commoda  vellet 
Dicere,  et  *  hiruidiat'  Arrius  insidias;*' — 
which  will,  I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  character  of 
Basilides  is  neither  anomalous,  nor  inconsistent  with  the  truth. 
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"  These  imitatioiifl  probably  were  bat  cold  prodne- 
ti«n  in  compariflon  witb  the  origiiial  workt.    Am, 
fcowe? er,  ootbing  of  a  move  fively  or  attractire  natvo 
wii  at  that  time  known,  they  were  not  only  tolented^ 
hat  to  a  certain  extent  admired,  and  daring  seFerai 
woesnve  oentaries*— that  is  to  aay,  from  their  first 
istTMlaction  at  Borne  till  the  termination  of  the  Be- 
poblic,— .these  half  Greek,  half  Latin  spect^les  con- 
tiaoed  to  be  attended  by  audiences,  which,  if  neither 
pwticalarly  ntimeroas  nor  remarkable  for  their  en- 
^™iasm,  were  at  least  sufficiently  so  to  encourage  a 
^  of  actors  whose  expectations  were  perhaps  mo* 
dcvate,  and  who^  moreover,  had  been  accustomed  to 
*l>m  their  popularity  with  gladiators,  wild  beasts, 
ttd  laee-horses.    Bot  after  the  fall  of  the  Bepubhc, 
vid  the  establishment  of  the  Empire,  a  great  change 
^k  plaee  in  the  public  taste.    People  began  to  get 
Voie  tired  of  sitting  immoreable,  for  five  hours  at  a 
>tetcb,  listening  to  the  long,  dull,  dismal  speeches  of 
amao  mounted  upon  stilts,  and  covered  with  a  mask, 
who  kept  stalking  about,  sawing  the  air  with  his 
anas,  while  a  parcel  of  screech-owls,  no  less  ridicu- 
lous than  himself,  stood  at  the  back  of  the  stage,  fil- 
ling up  the  pauses  in  his  harangue  with  the  nnmean* 
ing  nonsense   which  they  poured  forth  in  chorus. 
People,  I  repeat,  beg^n  to  grow  quite  tired  of  such 
fooleries  as  these ;  and  when  two  great  geniuses  sad- 
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denly  appeared  at  Rome  who  professed  to  perform 
by  action  alone, — to  the  total  exclation  of  wonk, — 
tbey  were  welcomed  with  enthusiasm  not  only  by  the 
populace,  but  by  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility,  and 
even  by  the  emperor  himself.  Bathytlas  and 
Pylades  were  the  names  of  these  two  extraordinary 
men;  and  fortunately  for  themseWes  they  started 
into  notice  daring  the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  illus- 
trious of  our  monarchs, — Augustus  himself, — who, 
by  the  advice  of  his  no  less  illustrious  minister, 
Msocenas,  (whose  slare,  indeed,  Bathyllus  had  or^ 
nally  been)  countenanced  and  encouraged  them  in 
various  ways,  and  built  a  magnificent  theatre  for  their 
exclusive  use>  It  was  also  his  pleasure  to  grant 
them  a  great  number  of  important  privileges,  such  as 
persons  of  their  class  never  had  enjoyed  before.  He 
exempted  them  for  instance  from  being  flogged  by 
the  command  of  the  magistrates  when  they  behaved 
themselves  ill ;  and  although  there  is  good  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  afterwards  infringed  this  humane  law 
himself, — for  he  caused  Hylas,  the  pupil  of  Pylades, 
to  be'  whipped  publicly  in  front  of  his  own  house  on 
account  of  his  impertinence,  and  treated  Stephano  m 
the  same  way  because  he  kept  a  concubine,* — ^yet 

♦  He  did  worse.  He  caused  the  poor  wretch  to  be  publicly 
whipped  through  the  three  chief  theatres;  and  this  merely  because 
he  had  a  young  lady  under  his  protection  to  whom  he  was  not 
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the  regulation  was  observed  by  the  inferior  fanotim- 
aries^  aad  conferred  a  sort  of  respectabUitj  upon  the 
Paatomimes  which  had  never  been  possessed  by  the 
more  regular  professors  of  the  histriomc  art 

"  Patronage  and  applaase,  however,  sometimes  do 
harm  as  well  as  good.  Py lades  and  Batbyllos, 
talented  as  they  were»  were  still  mere  mortals ;  sob- 
jed  to  the  same  infirmities,  and  by  no  means  exempt 
from  the  same  faults.  It  therefore  came  to  pass  that 
they  presumed  upop  the  encoaragement  they  receiv- 
ed, and  gave  themselves  such  airs  that  the  emperor 
was  at  last  under  the  necessity  of  banishing  them 
from  the  city.  Bat  the  clamours  of  the  people  soon 
forced  him  to  recall  them.  They  returned  in  triumph, 
though  they  had  departed  in  disgrace,  and  their  inso- 
lence was  increased  a  hundred-fold  by  the  victory 
they  had  obtained. 

''But  a  consequence  more  disastrous  to  themselves 
than  the  anger  of  the  prince,  resulted  from  the  vanity 
with  which  they  had  become  so  ridiculously  puffed 
up ;  for  this  vanity  gave  rise  to  jealousy ;  and  this 
jealousy  produced  such  rancorous  hate,  that  after 
spitting  their  spite  at  each  other  for  some  time,  in  an 
underhand  way,  these  two  eminent  indiyidoals  at 
length  broke  out  into  acts  of  open  violence,  in  which 

lawfuil  jT  united.    Soch  was  the  hypocrisy  of  Augustus  1 — ^who  had 
himself  been  guilty  of  every  moral  enormity  under  the  sun. 
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they  were  encouraged  and  supported  by  the  whol 
body  of  the  people^  divided  into  parties  which  mntu 
ally  espoused  their  cause.  Desperate  conflicts  tooJ 
place  between  them ;  the  theatre  became  a  iceoe  o 
blood;  and  nothing  could  appease  the  animositj 
which  subsisted  between  the  adverse  factions/till  the 
death  of  one  of  their  leaders  left  the  other  Without  t 
rival  on  the  stage.  Pylades  was  the  survivor ;  and 
his  haughtiness  knew  no  bounds/ when  he"  saw  that 
there  was  nobody  to  oppose  him.  He  often  insnlted 
his  audience  for  not  comprehending  him  properly,  or 
for  not  paying  him  the  tribute  of  applause  in  the 
right  place;  and  this  conduct  of  his,  I  must  observe, 
has  been  since  imitated  by  all  actors  of  corresponding 
eminence,  who  invariably  consider  it  their  doty  to 
rebuke  the  people  for  a  want  of  taste." 

Here  Gleon  interrupted  his  patron  by  asking  him 
whether  '^  He  did  not  begin  to  feel  a  little  uncomfort- 
able about  the  stomach?"  Basilides  replied  in  the 
negative,  and  continued  his  discourse. 

''  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,"  said  he,  *'  to  detail 
the  progress  of  the  Pantomimes  under  the  succeed- 
ing monarchs,  step  by  step.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
they  fully  maintained  the  popularity  which  they  had 
acquired  in  the  time  of  Augustus,  and  that  at  dif- 
ferent periods  the  dissensions  to  which  the  rivalry  of 
the  actors  gave  rise,  broke  out  with  such  violence  as 
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to  tlireaten  ao  insurrection  io  the  city,  or  even  a 
civil  war  throoghout  the  empire.  These  disorderly 
proGeedii^s  reached  their  greatest  height  during 
the  reign  of  Nero,  when  the  Senate  thought  it 
their  duty  to  interfere,  and  after  much  consulta- 
tioo,  determined  upon  passing  several  very  severe 
laws  i^nst  the  performers,  who  were  supposed  to 
be  the  chief  authors  of  the  tumult^.  Among  other 
decrees,  it  v^as  enacted  that  they  should  no  longer 
eojoy  the  privilege  of  exemption  from  corporal 
punishment^  and  that  the  praetors  should  be  allowed 
to  flog  them  whenever  they  chose.  It  was  also  or- 
dainedt  that  no  person  of  knightly  or  senatorial  rank 
shoald  atteod  upon  them  at  their  levees,  or  follow  in 
their  tndn  when  they  walked  through  the  streets ; 
for  before  these  cruel  regulations  w^e  enforced,  the 
proudest  nobles  in  the  empire  had  thought  themselves 
honoured  by  the  notice  of  the  Pantomimes,  who,  on 
thdr  part,  treated  their  titled  followers  with  the  ut- 
most insolence  and  contempt.'* 

"  But  tbe  barbarism  of  the  Senate" — 
''  Pardon  me  for  interrupting  yon  again,"  said  the 
Phonascns;  *'  but  surely,  O  Basilides  !  your  stomach 
must  he  getting  troublesome  by  this  time  ?" 


*  Seneca  calls  the  nobility  of  his  times,  the  Slaves  of  the  Panto^ 
:  an  appellation  which,  it  seems/jhey  well  deserved. 
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'^  Not  in  the  least,  I  gi? e  you  my  word/'  answered 
his  patron;  and  then  going  on  with  his  narrative, 
'*  the  barbarism  of  the  Senate/'  said  he,  **  was  de- 
feated by  the  better  taste  of  the  populace.  They 
were  determined  to  support  their  dumb  daociBg 
favorites;  and  no  such  unjust  laws  could  be  executed, 
in  spite  of  their  teeth.  An  attempt  was  again  made 
at  banishment ;  but  it  again  failed,  as  it  had  done  in 
the  time  of  Augustus^  and  my  illustrious  predaoet- 
sors  were  triumphant.  In  short/'  continued  the 
eloquent  player,  *^  the  same  game  was  played  ever 
and  over  again.  There  seemed  to  be  a  constant 
struggle  for  supremacy  between  rival  actors,  rival 
factions,  wrathful  emperors,  and  enraged  senates. 
Battles  were  fought,  and  there  was  much  effusion  of 
blood ;  dancers  grew  insolent,  and  they  were  whip- 
ped ;  the  prince  was  offended,  and  he  banished  them 
from  the  capital ;  the  people  were  discontented,  aad 
they  were  recalled.  Thus  was  the  same  process 
constantly  going  on ;  and  thus,  after  the  lapse  of 
several  centuries,  do  things  remain  now  in  very  macii 
the  same  position  as  that  which  they  occupied  during 
the  reign  of  the  first  emperor,  immediately  subse- 
quent to  the  introduction  of  this  peculiar  class  of 
theatrical  spectacles.  I  myself  may  be  termed  the 
Bathyllus  of  the  present  age, — I  might  also  say  the 
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Pjlades  \*  —  for  my  talents  are,  in  fact,  equally  well 
adapted  to  tragic  and  to  comic  sabjecta ;  in  which 
respect  I  possess  a  wonderfal  advantage  over  my 
pre^ceesors,  who  were  for  the  most  part  obliged  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  practice  of  a  single  branch 
of  the  art.  I,  however,  shall  not  boast.  It  is  far 
beneath  a  man  of  my  transcendant  genins  to  become 
his  own  tnunpeter.  So  miserable  an  expedient  woald 
be  more  fit  for  the  vile,  paltry,  pitifal  wretch,  who, 
foondtng  his  hopes  of  success  upon  his  own  impu- 
dence and  the  gullibility  of  mankind,  has  dared  to 
establish  a  sort  of  rival  power  to  mine,  even  upon  the 
very  boards  which  I  myself  tread,  and  where  no  one 
before  ever  ventured  to  dispute  my  supremacy.  May 
the  vengeance  of  the  gods  light  upon  the  base  mis- 
creant for  his  presumption !  May  all  the  fiends  of 
Tartams  pursue  him  with  their  fiery  goads  !  May 
every  ill  befall  him" — 

Here  Basilides  became  so  vehement,  that  his  vocal 
governor  deemed  it  necessary  to  interfere,  by  stop- 
ping his  mouth  with  the  napkin  which  he  had  used 
before  for  the  same  purpose.  Recalled  to  a  sense  of 
his  imprudence,  the  irritated  actor  grew  quite  calm 
in  a  moment,  or  at  least  subdued  all  outward  appear- 

*  Pylades  was  chiefly  remarkable  as  a  tragic  actor,  and  Batbyl- 
Ins  as  a  comic  one. 
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anoe  of  perturbation,  though  the  bitternesa  of  his 
words  when  he  again  beg^n  to  speak,  seemed  to 
evince  that  he  still  cherished  the  same  feelings  of 
resentment  against  his  theatrical  competitor,  and  was 
only  prevented  from  expressing  them  with  so  much 
impetuosity  by  the  dread  of  injuring  his  voice. 

'^  I  really  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  myself/'  said 
he,  for  allowing  my  serenity  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
thoughts  of  this  paltry  knave; — who  was  origin- 
ally, I  believe,  nothing  better  than  a  lamp-ligbter  in 
the  very  theatre  where  he  now  pretends  to  rival  the 
greatest  Pantomimus  of  the  present  age.  How  he 
contrived  to  emerge  from  his  first  obscurity,  I  am 
unable  to  explain.  He  did  not  attract  my  notice  till 
he  had  obtuned  a  certain  portion  of  celebrity.  He 
was  then,  —  when  I  first  condescended  to  observe 
him,  — just  beginning  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  dancer 
of  some  merit,  and  though  I  saw  at  a  glance  that  he 
would  never  attain  the  dexterity  of  even  a  second- 
rate  performer,  I  did  not  think  him  altogether  un- 
worthy of  my  patronage,  which  I  accordingly  ex- 
tended to  him  by  appointing  him  to  fill  up  a 
vacancy  which  had  occurred  in  my  saltatory  troop. 
I  thus  nourished  a  viper  in  my  bosom,  which  has 
since  grown  strong  enough  to  sting  me.  It  was  long 
however  before  he  rendered  himself  sufficiently  con- 
spicuous to  become  troublesome.     It  was  long  before 
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he  obtained  sapporteni  among  the  popalaoe,  or  pa* 
tioos  among  the  nobility.  But  by  dint  of  persever- 
ance,  he  at  last  secared  one  of  the  latter  in  the  per* 
fOD  of  a  yonng  Senator  of  whom  I  shall  not  say 
irofse  than  that  he  is  the  g^reaiest  coxcomb  in  the 
ci^,  notorious  for  his  debaocheries,  and  anxious  for 
nothing  so  much  as  to  render  himself  conspicuous, 
eren  at  the  expense  of  his  ibrtune,  or  the  haaard  of 
bis  life«  After  specifying  these  characteristics  of  his* 
I  need  not  inform  yon  that  his  name  is  Vibios  Pup- 
pins  : — there  is  not  such  another  in  the  whole  empire." 

"  I  know  him  well/'  said  Cleon,  with  a  sly  wink» 
**  he  is  just  the  fellow  yon  describe.  But  I  wonder, 
O  Basilides,  how  you  contrive  to  go  on  talk^  talk, 
talk,  talking  at  this  rate  ? — ^for  assuredly  you  most  be 
miserably  sick." 

**'  Not  so  much  as  you  think,"  replied  the  actor, 
''  thongli  I  must  say,  I  do  not  feel  so  comfortable 
DOW,  as  I  did  half  an  hour  ago.  But  never  mind 
that ;  I  can  still  contrive  to  talk  a  little  more.  In- 
deed I  find  myself  much  comforted  by  thus  disbur- 
dening my  mind,  and  pouring  out  my  griefs.  I  am 
sore  that  you  have  a  sympathising  soul." 

*'  Do  not  doubt  it^  my  dear  patron/'  answered  the 
Phonascus,  '*  I  feel  acutely  for  the  injuries  you  have 
sustained,  and  despise  the  wretches  who  have  treated 
yon  with  such  base  ingratitude.    But  tell  me,"  added 
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he,  '^  how  did  it  come  to  pass  that  Vibius  Pnppius 
patronised  your  rival,  and  what  resulted  from  the 
alliance?'' 

"  I  have  already  told  yon/'  resumed  the  Panto- 
mimuS|  *'  that  Vibius  Puppius  was  desirous  beyond 
all  things  of  rendering  himself  conspicuous.  He  cared 
little  about  the  means  which  he  employed;  neither 
did  he  seem  to  make  any  distinction  between  a  ge- 
nuine fame,  and  a  spurious  notoriety.  So  that  he 
was  sufficiently  talked  about,  it  was  enough.  Abuse 
was  scarcely  less  agreeable  to  his  ear  than  praise, 
provided  it  was  uttered  with  as  loud  a  voice.  He 
sighed  to  be  calumniated,  as  well  as  to  be  flattered 
by  the  mob.  Now  he  knew  that  in  the  dissensions 
of  the  theatre,  he  could  gain  nothing  by  siding  with 
one  who,  like  myself,  had  already  reached  a  point  of 
popularity  which  rendered  patronage  superfluous. 
In  the  blaze  of  my  reputation,  he  felt  that  his  own 
paltry  claims  to  notice  would  be  obscured ;  and  he 
very  prudently  determined  upon  coming  forward  as 
the  protector  of  a  wretch  even  more  contemptible 
than  himself.  Glaphyrus  was  the  very' man  fcnr  his 
purpose.  The  miscreant  had  risen  from  the  dost; 
his  nature  was  as  abject  as  hb  talents  were  despic- 
able ;  and  at  the  period  of  which  I  speak,  he  was 
going  about  to  the  houses  of  all  the  great  men  of- the 
city  by  turns,  soliciting  their  patronage  with  a  aervi- 
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fity  nothing  short  of  loathsome^  so  that  many  of  them 
in  their  disgust,  drove  him  from  their  doors  with 
ignominy.  Vibins  Puppius,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
eeiTed  him  with  distinction.  Instead  of  being  dis- 
giisted»  he  was  delighted  with  the  humility  of  his 
address^  and  at  once  declared  himself  his  protector. 

''  I  have  no  patience  to  info'rm  you  of  the  base» 
nnderhand  tricks  by  which  tjiese  two  wretches  en- 
deavoored  to  promote  their  views: — ^how  they  sought 
for  partisans  amongst  the  lowest  of  the  people,  and 
assembled  them  in  the  theatre  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  annoying  me  whenever  I  performed  my  best 
ports;  raising  a  disturbance  which  prevented  my 
voice  from  being  heard,  or  distracting  the  attention 
of  the  spectators  from  my  sublime  dancing ;  —  how 
the  same  infamous  mob  were  gathered  together  upon 
all  occasions,  to  applaud  the  doings  of  my  competitor, 
as  well  as  to  condemn  my  own ;  —  how  they  grated 
him  with  cheers  when  he  first  appeared  upon  the 
stage,  and  reiterated  them  at  every  pause  in  the 
execrable  bowlings  which  he  uttered.  Neither  shall 
I  tell  you  how  this  scandalous  fraternity,  growing 
bolder  with  success,  at  length  actually  had  the  auda- 
city to  pelt  me  with  onion-peel  during  the  perform- 
aoce  of  my  most  interesting  scenes ; — an  act  of  such 
anparalleled  turpitude  that  the  great  body  of  the 
nobility  were  at  last  roused  in  my  defence,  and  es- 
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poQsed  my  cause  with  a  warmth  which  the  wretched 
fiiction  of  my  rifal  seemed  unable  to  withstand. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  not  so  easily  annihilated  as 
conid  have  been  wished.  There  was  treachery 
amongst  my  own  partisans ;  and  divers  nnpleasant 
stories  were  circalated  to  my  prejudice.  My  moral 
character  was  impugned.  It  was  alleged  —  most 
falsely  and  scandalously,  —  that  I  was  too  great  a 
favourite  with  the  ladies;  and  though  nothing  like 
proof  in  support  of  thb  heinous  charge  could  be  pro- 
duced, my  enemies  made  a  handle  of  it  to  attack  my 
Aeatrical  reputation,  violently  asserting  that  it  was 
impossible  for  a  gallant  man  to  be  a  good  dancer  or  a 
tolerable  vocalist;  while  my  friends,  on  the  other 
hand*  were  so  overwhelmed  by  the  monstrosity  of  the 
accusation^  that  they  did  not  dare  to  contradict  it 
o])enly,  but  in  a  sneaking  and  dastardly  manner,  en- 
deavoured to  apologize  for  my  fault.  In  short,  it  is 
a  melancholy  fact,  that  in  consequence  of  these  odi- 
ous calunmies,  my  own  party  rapidly  declined  in 
strength,  while  that  of  my  rival  was  augmented  in 
proportion.  In  vain  did  we  strive  to  vilify  him  in 
return ;  the  ugliness  of  his  person^  the  hoarseness  of 
his  voice,  and  the  inelegance  of  his  mien,  had  pre- 
cluded him  from  the  favour  of  the  fair.  We  could 
discover  nothing  in  his  conduct  to  afford  food  for 
scandal. 
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'^  la  the  end»  therefore,  he  and  I  took  the  field 
against  each  other  npon  pretty  equal  terms; — not 
equal,  indeed,  in  respect  of  oar  qualifications  for  the 
eontest,  but  eqaid  with  regard  to  oar  popularity,  and 
thenomber  of  our  supporters;  who  are  now»  also, 
pietty  equally  dirided  as  to  rank,  wealth,  and  consi- 
deration in  die  city.  The  faction  of  Glaphyrus  is 
still  beaded  by  Vibius  Puppins,  who  has  thus  raised 
himseif  to  an  eminence,  and  acquired  a  notoriety  upon 
which  he  had,  probably,  never  calculated  even  when 
the  most  sanguine,  and  which  he  certainly  does  not 
enjoy  with  meekness.  Tet  I  must  do  him  the  justice 
to  say,  that  he  makes  a  much  better  bear-leader  than 
his  wretched  client  merits.  He  exerts  himself  inces- 
santly in  his  behalf;  promotes  his  popularity  by 
erery  means  in  his  power,  and  never  neglects  an  op-* 
portnnity  of  showing  him  off  to  the  best  advantage. 
Fmc  all  this,  he  deserves  great  praite ;  and  I  cannot 
but  aduiowledge  that  I  have  often  wished  to  have 
an  equally  efficient  leader  for  my  own  party,  which,  I 
regret  to  say,  is  at  present  under  the  direction  of  one, 
who,  though  no  doubt  a  very  excellent  man,  is  at  the 
same  time,  unquestionably,  a  most  miserable  wadlog. 
Smbonius  Mummius  is  the  man. 

**  I  might  now  give  you  an  account  of  the  various 
bloody  battles  which  have  been  fought  between  these 
two  great  adverse  parties  in  the  state,  were  it  not  for 
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oertain  qaalmish  and  uncomfortable  feelings  which 
are  gradually  creeping  over  me^  and  rendering  me 
unfit  for  the  pleasures  of  colloquial  intercourse.  I 
shall,  therefore,  refrain  from  saying  anything  more 
upon  this  highly  interesting  theme,  than  that  one  of 
the  most  terrible  trials  of  strength  which  has  yet  beeit 
made,  is  expected  to  take  place  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  during  the  celebration  of  the  Secular  Games, 
when  the  controversy  will  probably  be  decided  by  the 
downfall  of  my  rival  or  myself.  Which  of  the  twa 
may  be  favoured  by  the  gods  in  this  awful  struggle, 
it  is  difficult  to  predict.  If,  indeed,  the  laws  of 
eternal  justice  are  to  prevail,  I  shall  assuredly  myself 
come  ofiT  triumphant,  and  my  execrable  competitor 
will  be  overthrown*  Yes,  yes,  my  Cleon,  he  will 
fall.  Such  will  be  his  fate,  I  say,  if  the  gods  dfo  not 
permit  themselves  to  be  biassed  by  that  low  feeling  of 
jealousy  which,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  they  sometimes 
entertain  towards  a  mortal  whose  talents  or  virtues 
have  elevated  him  above  the  crowd ;  nay,  perhaps, 
raised  him  to  a  point  of  popularity  which  causes  their 
own  more  obsolete  pretensions  to  be  overlooked.  If, 
however,  they  should  thus  bear  me  a  grudge, — which 
is  not  wholly  impossible^  considering  my  manifest 
superiority,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  am  idolized 
by  the  populace, — they  will,  in  all  likelihood,  concoct 
some  knavish  plot  against  me,  and  in  favour  of  my 
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adrenary,  enabling  him,  by  their  naohinations,  to 
pafan  himself  off  upon  the  public  for  a  far  better  actor 
than  in  fact  he  is ;  while  I,  on  the  contrary,  shall  be 
disabled  and  incapacitated  by  the  same  base  tricks. 
My  death,  then,  most  ineritably  ensue;  for  never 
will  I  sanrive  my  disgrace,  or  fe-appear  before  the 
public  under  less  faroiirable  circumstances  than  of  old. 
However,  it  is  a  consolatory  reflection  that  with  my 
life  will  terminate  my  safferings.  My  daily  emetics 
wfll  be  discontinned,  and  the  lead  will  be  removed 
from  my  chest.  My  bed  in  the  earth  will  be  softer 
than  the  boards  on  which  I  now  pass  the  night,  and 
the  qualms  which  I  endure  at  this  moment,  will,  I 
trost,  never  be  renewed  •'' 

So  saying,  with  a  ghastly  smile,  he  discontinoed 
his  discourse.  The  Phonascus  administered  to  his 
necessities.  A  vessel  like  a  wash-hand  basin  was  in 
readiness,  and  there  was  much  need  thereof.  So 
be  it 


n5 

d  by  Google 


Digitized  b 


374  PI80   AKD  THE   PRJSFBCT. 


CHAPTER  X. 


COLLOQUY    DIVIWB. 


Soon  after  this  oonyersation  between  Baailides  and 
the  Phonascas,  Laurentia  Ogolnia  and  Thosndda 
were  one  morning  sitting  together  in  an  apartment  of 
the  palace,  which,  being  exclnsively  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  ladies,  may  not  be  unaptly  styled  their 
bottdoir. 

"  Gravest  of  your  sex/'  said  the  former  to  her  fas- 
cinating friend,  interrupting  the  silence  which  had  for 
some  time  past  prevailed  between  the  two,  ''  I  know 
not  what  to  make  of  you." 

''Why  so?"  asked  the  sweet  barbarian,  with  her 
eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  and  without  moving  a 
muscle  of  her  countenance. 

**  Why  so !"  repeated  Laurentia  Ognlnia,  in  an 
accent  of  surprise,  ''  how  can  you  ask  the  question  ? 
all  Rome  is  in  a  tumult ;  the  Secular  Games  are  in 
the  act  of  celebration,  as  you  know, — ^those  mystic 
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games,  which  few  mortals  haye  an  opportanity  ef 
witnessing  even  once  in  the  course  of  a  life ;  and  jet 
here  you  sit  moping  all  day  long,  without  betraying 
the  slightest  cariosity  to  know  any  thing  concerning 
them !  I  am,  really,  quite  astonished  at  yon.  Yon 
seem  to  haye  none  of  the  inqnisitiveness  nsoally  at- 
tributed to  our  sex ;  and  allow  me  to  say^  that  I  do 
not  think  the  deficiency  at  all  commendable  in  one  so 
youthful  as  yourself." 

"  Be  not  offended  at  my  indifference,"  replied  the 
damsel;  ''remember  that  I  am  a  captive  and  an 
eidle.  Is  it  not  natural  that  my  spii:its  should  be 
depressed  by  my  situation  ?  and  is  there  anything  so 
wonderful  in  the  circumstance  of  my  taking  but  little 
interest  in  the  rites  of  a  religion  different  from  my 
own?" 

**Bambax — stuff!"  exclauned  the  matron :  "  what 
signifies  your  captivity,  or  your  banishment?  Are 
yon  not  honourably  entertained  in  the  house  of  the 
greatest  man  in  Rome,  and  placed  on  a  level  with  his 
•wn  wife? — What  more  would  you  have?" 

**  I  complain  not  of  my  treatment,"  said  the  pen* 
sive  nymph. 

''  Yonr  imprisonment  is  but  nominal,"  continued 
the  dame  ;  **  and  as  for  your  exile,  you  ought  rather 
to  consider  it  as  a  blessing  than  a  punishment;  for, 
surely,  a  residence  in  the  capital  during  the  best 
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of  the  year  must  be  preferable  to  being  cooped 
up  in  a  log-house,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  sur- 
rounded by  ice,  and  exposed  to  the  nipping  winds 
which,  I  am  told,  blow  incessantly  through  youi 
natiTO  forests." 

•'  Such,  no  doubt,  must  be  the  opinion  of  a  Boman 
matron,"  replied  .the  daughter  of  the  wilds;  "but  the 
woods  and  rivers  of  my  native  land  are  dear  to  me, 
cold  as  they  may  be ;  nor  would  I  voluntarily  ex- 
change them  for  the  richest  cities  of  the  south." 

"  Your  patriotism  is  commendable,"  answered  the 
other,  with  a  sneer.  "  But  tell  me,"  added  she,  ''  u 
this  hankering  after  your  country  the  real,  sole,  anc 
only  cause  of  your  discontent?  For  my  part,  1 
really  believe  it  has  nothmg  at  all  to  do  with  th( 
matter." 

•*Of  what  do  you  suspect  me,  then?"  asked  lb< 
damsel,  in  a  low  tone,  opening  her  eyes  widelj,.an( 
looking  as  jif  she  did  not  feel  quite  comfortable  at  th< 
insinuation  against  her  want  of  truth  ;  **  of  what  d( 
you  suspect  me?'*  she  repeated,  while  her  companion 
instead  of  replying  to  the  interrogatory,  kept  pryinj 
into  her  face  with  an  expression  which  she  did  no 
understand,  but  which  was  certcdnly  neither  encou 
raging  nor  agreeable.  When,  however,  she  reiterate 
the  question  for  the  third  time,  it  drew  forth  ai 
answer ;  for  the  august  dame,  without  discontiDuloi 
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]ier  sorotinyy  smiled  nudidoasly,  and  pronoaoced 
these  words  in  a  tone  fall  of  awfalneas, '' Thvsnelda, 
yoa  are  in  lore,  yon  simpleton  !*'  Tben  dapping  her 
Iiands,  and  throwing  herself  back  in  her  chair^  the 
magnificent  lady  indulged  in  a  long,  load,  and  rather 
valgar  ebnllition  of  risibility,  ivhich  was  not  at  all 
checked  or  mitigated  by  the  rery  evident  confusion 
of  the  young  nymph,  whose  alleged  tenderness  of 
heart  had  called  it  forth.  Thnsoelda  was,  indeed, 
terribly  abashed.  She  coloured  up  to  the  eyes,  and 
down  to  the  shoulders,  in  an  instant,  and  could  only 
reply  to  the  accusation  by  a  few  broken  sentences  like 
the  following:  '*  I  am  not,  I  am  not;  indeed,  indeed, 
I  am  not;  you  never  was  more  mistaken  in  your 
life ; — I  am  not  such  a  simpleton  as  you  suppose." 

These  faint  denials  only  served  to  increase  the 
merriment  of  the  hearer,  who  laughed  more  obstre- 
perously than  ever,  and  exclaimed  with  boisterous 
vehemence,  *'  Never  be  ashamed  of  the  thing,  my 
dear,  it  does  you  no  discredit.  The  object  of  your 
affections  is  a  nice  young  man.  I  know  him  per- 
f(»ctly — as  well  as  you  do  yourself.'' 

"  Is  it  possible  I"  cried Thusnelda,  in  astonishment. 

**  Oh,  quite  possible/'  replied  her  friend ;  *^  quite 
possible,  I  assure  you.  And  why  not,  I  wonder?  I 
have  eyes  to  see^  and  ears  to  hear  with." 

"Indeed,   you  have!"    exclaimed    the    maiden, 
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placiog  a  strong  emphasis  on  each  of  the  three  words 
as  she  pronouDced  them,  though  at  the  same  time 
speaking  in  a  tone  scarcely  above  her  breath. 

**  But  what  have  you  observed  in  my  conduct/' 
continued  she,  rallying  her  spirits,  and  speaking  with 
more  oomposure  than  before,  '*  which  should  lead 
you  to  suppose  that  I  feel  a  greater  interest  in  any 
one  than  I  ought?" 

"  I  never  said  that  you  did,"  replied  the  great 
lady,  making  the  disclaimer  with  considerable  ve- 
hemencei  "  I  never  meant  to  say,  or  even  to  insinu- 
ate, that  you  entertained  an  improper  affection  for 
any  one.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  a  high  opinion  of 
your  virtue;  and  although  I  know  you  are  deeply 
enamoured  of  Calpurnius  Piso,  I  do  not  believe  that 
you  ever  gave  him  undue  encouragement,  or  even 
went  so  far  as  to  tell  him  your  sentiments  to  his 
face." 

*•  Oh,  Thor  and  Woden  ! "  cried  the  rustic  maiden, 
in  her  modesty. 

*•  Why,  what  is  the  matter  with  you  ?"  inquired 
the  fashionable  dame,  have  I  not  expressed  myself 
sufficiently  in  your  praise  ?  Would  you  have  me  to 
suppose  that  you  did  not  fall  in  love  with  this  ami- 
able young  man  on  the  day  of  the  banquet  ?  and  that 
having  conceived  the  affection,  you  have  not  been 
whining,  and   weeping,  and  whimpering  about  him 
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ftTer  since?  Or  would  yon  have  me  to  believe  that 
being  tbas  ensnared,  you  have  not  contrived  (with- 
oat  committing  yourself  too  mnch)  to  make  the  yonth 
acquainted  with  the  passion  he  has  inspired?  No, 
no,  my  sweetest,  with  all  your  ingenuity  you  never 
will  persuade  me  of  that ; — ^the  thing  is  completely 
out  of  nature.  Yet»  as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  be* 
lieve  that  you  would  have  communicated  your  senti* 
raents  to  him  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  female 
delicacy  and  reserve.  You  would  doubtless  have 
done  nothing  more  than  favoured  him  with  a  smile 
when  you  thought  yourself  unobserved,  or  looked 
over  your  shoulder  when  he  chanced  to  stand  behind 
you.  For  I  hardly  think  you  would  even  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  write  him  a  letter,  though  considering  the 
proximity  of  his  uncle's  house  to  your  own  abode, 
the  temptation  must  have  been  almost  irresistible  to 
throw  one  in  at  his  window;  and  supposing  it  un- 
signed, and  ambiguously  expressed,  I  do  not  think 
there  could  have  been  much  harm  in  favouring  him 
with  such  a  testimony  of  year  esteem." 

Tbusnelda  made  no  reply  to  this  delicate  speech ; 
she  perceived  that  her  own  notions  of  propriety  were 
so  different  from  those  of  her  companion,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  agree.  But  Lau- 
rentia  Og^lnia  was  not  to  be  deterred  by  her  silence 
from  pursuing  a  theme  so  much  to  her  taste  as  a  love 
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affair,  wbetfaer  real  or  Imaginary,  and  she  acoordiiigly 
continned  to  hold  forth  in  the  following  strMn  of  de- 
liberation and  advice, — of  commendation  mingled 
with  reproof. 

"  I  am  of  opinion,  Thnsnelda,''  «he  began,  *'  that 
you  have  not  on  the  whole  done  wrong  in  delecting 
Calpurnius  Piso  for  your  beloved.  He  is  certainly  a 
promising  yonng  man ;  high  in  birth,  and  though  not 
rich  at  present,  likely  to  become  so  hereafter  by  in- 
heriting the  fortune  of  his  uncle.  He  is  not  indeed 
exactly  to  my  own  taste,  either  personally  or  in  cha- 
racter ;  his  countenance  is  too  grave,  and  his  manners 
are  marked  with  a  severity  which  would  have  better 
suited  a  stoic  of  the  old  school  than  a  follower  of  the 
epicurean  doctrines  now  chiefly  prevalent.  But  that 
is  nothing  to  the  purpose.  The  youth  is  without 
doubt  well  enough  in  his  way,  and  his  faults  such  as 
they  are,  would  be  easily  corrected  by  the  superin- 
tendence of  an  accomplished  female.  There  is,  how- 
ever, I  apprehend,  a  more  serious  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  your  love;  an  obstacle  which  you  may  perhaps 
consider  as  littleshortof  insurmountable;— for  know, 
O  Thusnelda,  that  his  unquestioned  wife  it  is  impo^ 
sible  for  you  ever  to  become ! " 

'•  Alas!-— why?"  gasped  out  convulsrvely  the  dis- 
appointed innocent. 
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"  The  blood  of  a  soble  Romafi,"  said  the  i^tron, 
with  a  look  of  ineffable  hangfatineas,  '*  mast  never  be 
pollnted  by  iatermistore  with  a  foreign  stream.  The 
Tree  hand  of  a  senator, — so  it  is  enacted  both  by  the 
laws  of  the  republic  and  of  the  empire, — can  never 
be  bestowed  npon  a  slave,  a  captive,  or  a  barbarian^ 

**  But  forgive  the  plainness  of  my  speech."  added 
she  hastily ;  "  I  take  shame  to  myself  for  thus  calling 
you  a  barbarian  to  your  face ;  it  was  rude  and  inhos- 
pitable to  a  degree.  Bat  we  Romans  are  a  haughty 
race.  We  cannot  help  feeling  our  superiority  over 
ail  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  in  our  dealings  with  the 
secondary  nations  of  the  earth,  we  do  not  always 
comport  ourselves  with  so  much  affability  as  they  may 
expect,  or  as  indeed  may  be  their  due.  It  cannot  be 
denied,  however,  that  Italy  and  Greece  are  the  only 
two  civilized  countries  in  the  world,  and  that  conse* 
qoently  the  inhabitants  of  these  favoured  realms  are 
justly  entitled  to  bestow  the  appellation  of  barbarians 
on  the  remainder.  This  right  they  have  always  been 
accustomed  to  exert.  With  the  utmost  impartiality, 
they  have  distinguished  the  various  nations  of  the 
East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the  South,  by  the 
same  opprobrious  epithet.  Egypt,  the  most  ancient 
— India  the  most  opulent, — Persia  the  most  luxuri-* 
DOS  of  oriental  lands. — haye  been  at  once  stigmatised 
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as  barbarons.  Why,  therefore,  my  Thosnelda 
shoald  you  deem  tt  an  affront  when  I  thus  add  €ter- 
many  to  the  list?'' 

This  somewhat  laboured  apology  an  the»  part  ai 

the  great  lady  had  tiie  efiisct  of  softennig  the  resest* 

ment  which  had  been  stirred  up  in  the  bosom  of  bei 

companion  by  the  aUusion  to  her  national  barbarism, 

and  the  inferiority  of  her  station  personally  to  that  of 

a  Roman  noble.     But  though  it  thus  checked  her 

anger,  it  rather  served  to  augment  the  feelings  of 

humiliation  and  disappointment  with  which  she  had 

been  inspired  at  the  same  time.     She  coi|ld  not  help 

perceiving  with  how  much  contempt  the  pretensioDs 

of  a  stranger,  however  high  in  rank  at  home,  were 

hkely  to  be  regarded  amongst  the  proud  citizeas  of 

the  capital ;  and  accustomed  as  she  had  been  from 

her  earliest  yeai*s  to  be  treated  with  a  deferenee 

bordering  upon  idolatry  by  the  tribes  subject  to  her 

father's  sway,  she  now  saw  with  astonishment,  thali 

in  the  metropolis  of  the  world,  she  had  more  cbanee 

of  being  stared  at  as  an  interesting  savage,  than  of 

beiug    honoured    as    the   descendant   of   a    potent 

monarch,  or  reverenced  as  the  possessor  of  those 

.mystic    virtues    very    generally   attributed    to    the 

virgins  of  her  native  land. 

Laurentia  Ogulnia  soon  perceived  the  workings  of 
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ber  mimi,  and  proeeedQd  U>  ewMoIe  her  after  the 
fMowmg  fwlnoii  of  ker  ows. 

''  My  dear  Thaflnelda,  do  act  permit  yourself  to  be 
tins  downcast  aad  dispirited.  It  is  troe  tihat  it  is 
impoMible  for  3foa  to  Response  Piso  in  a  lawfal  way, — 
that  i»  to  aay,  aceording  to  those  solemn  fofOM  which 
chiefly  conabl  in  making  offerings  of  bnmt  eakes  to 
the  gods,  and  whteh  are  sanctioned  by  the  presence 
of  the  Chief  Pontifl*  and  the  High  Priest  of  JafHter ; 
—  for  there  is  no  instance  on  record  of  a  barbarian 
being  thos  onited  to  a  free  citizen  of  Borne ;  even 
deopetra,  the  last  and  most  renowned  qneen  of 
J^pty  was  hdd  incapable  of  so  becoming  the  wife 
of  Csesar,  and  Berenice  the  Jewess^  was  eqnally 
prohibited  in  the  ease  of  Titos ;  nay,  when  Ptolemy 
Pfaysoon  offered  bb  hand  and  crown  to '  the  mother  of 
the  Graeebi/  it  was  deemed  little  short  of  an  insnlt, 
and  the  proad  matron  rejected  him  with  contempt*  It 
is  therefore,  as  I  said  before,  wholly  out  of  the  qnes* 
tioo  for  you  to  think  of  forming  a  connexion  of  this 
solemn  and  indissoluble  kind  with  your  beloved.  But 
be  not  disconraged  on  that  aecount.  There  is  still 
another  resonrce,  and  one  too,  which  I  assure  you  is 
smH  thought  beneath  the  adoption  of  even  Roman 
females  of  the  highest  rank.  It  is  a  marriage  of  a 
secondary  class ; — less  formal,  leirs  binding,  and  more 
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easily  contracted  than  the  first,  bat  now  considered 
little  less  hononrable,  though  foroierly  repadiated  by 
the  more  rigid  of  the  people.  Indeed  I  may  say  that 
this  marriage  by  use,  as.  it  is  termed,  has  now  come 
pretty  generally  into  fashion.  It  is  found  so  conve- 
nient,—  while  the  Qther  was  so  troublesome,  —  that 
every  one  prefers  it ; — ^for  in  order  to  its  legal  contrac- 
tion, nothing  more  is  requisite  than  that  a  lady  should 
be  permitted  by  her  friends  to  reside  with  the  object 
of  her  choice  for  the  space  of  a  whole  year,  without 
the  performance  of  any  previous  ceremony  whatso- 
ever, and  if  she  never  once  quits  him  during  the 
stipulated  period  for  as  much  as  three  days  at  a  time, 
the  marriage  is  esteemed  valid.  It  is  true  indeed, 
that  even  after  this,  the  husband  still  enjoys  the 
privilege  of  turning  off  his  wife  whenever  he  thinks 
proper ;  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  wife  herself 
is  for  the  most  part  found  so  much  inclined  to  imitate 
his  example, — or  at  least  to  enjoy  the  same  preroga- 
tive, —  that  she  contrives  to  eVade  the  law  which 
makes  the  contract  binding  on  her  side  alone,  by 
purposely  absenting  herself  from  her  companion  for 
the  three  days  during  the  period  of  probation  to 
which  I  have  alluded ;  and  thus  continues  as  free  as 
himself  even  after  the  twelvemonth  has  expired,** 

Thusnelda  listened  very  attentively  to  this  learned 
and  luminous  exposition  of  the  Roman  Marriage 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PISO   AND  THB    PREFECT.  285 

laWf  which  neTertheless  did  not  afibrd  her  such 
signal  satisfaction  as  had  been  expected  by  her 
friend  ;  for  having  been  accastomed  from  her  earliest 
jears  to  consider  marriage  as  an  institution  of  the 
most  sacred  character,  and  equally  binding  upon  both 
parties  concerned,  from  the  moment  of  its  contraction 
till  the  hour  of  their  death,  there  was  something 
peculiarly  revolting  to  her  feelings  in  the  laxity  of 
the  union  now  described  to  her  for  the  first  time. 
What  could  be  more  degrading,  thought  she,  than  to 
be  taken  upon  trial  for  a  twelvemonth^  and  afterwards 
turned  adrift,  if  it  suited  the  convenience  of  her  tem- 
porary lord  and  master?  Yet  humiliating  as  was 
the  privilege  to  be  thus  enjoyed  by  her  husband,  it 
scarcely  seemed  so  detestable  in  her  eyes,  as  the 
contrivance  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  secure  a 
similar  exemption  for  herself.  Is  it  possible,  whis- 
pered she,  that  a  woman  can  be  so  base  as  to  calcu- 
late,  at  the  time  of  her  esponsals  upon  changing  her 
mind  subsequently,  and  wishing  to  get  rid  of  the 
husband  of  her  choice ;  or  while  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  connubial  happiness,  can  she  coldly  look  forward 
to  the  period  of  satiety,  and  the  returning  inclination 
to  be  free  ? 

After  a  little  hesitation,  she  ventured  to  acknow- 
ledge these  strange  sentiments  to  her  companion; 
bat  what  was  the  contempt  with  which  they  were 
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received,  nay,  the  anger  and  indignation  which  tbey 
excited  in  her  breast !  The  august  lady  seemed  to 
consider  such  fastidious  delicacy  as  insulting  in  the 
highest  degree  to  her  own  more  liberal  principles^ 
and  rules  of  action.     Firing  up  suddenly, 

**  Vah!  vah!  vah!*'  cried  she,  in  a  loud  voice, 
"  this  is  not  to  be  borne !      Was  there  ever  such 
abominable  nonsense !     Why,  who  ever  heard  of  a 
little  barbarian  like  you  objecting  to  be  married  in 
the  way  I  have  moQtioned  to  a  Roman  of  such  illna- 
trious  rank  as  Piso  ?     Why,  I  myself,  the  last  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  families  in  the 
empire,  have  been  five  times  married  on  the  same 
terms.    Yes,  Thusnelda,  I  repeat  it  to  your  face. 
Why,  indeed,  should  I  try  to  disguise  a  fact  which  is 
known  to  the  whole  city,  and  in  which,  moreover, 
there  is  nothing  like  disgrace  ?    The  Prsefect,  Vita- 
iianus,  is  the  fifth  husband  whom  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  espouse.     Upon  four  happy  men  had  I 
previously  bestowed  my  hand,  and  four  times  also 
had  I  been  divorced.     Nobody  now  thinks  the  worse 
of  me,  nor  would  any  one  think  the  worse  of  you 
were  you  to  follow  my  example.     I  do  not  say,  how* 
ever,  that  you  would  be  able  to  do  so,  even  if  yon 
wished  it,  and  were  to  try.     You  are  not  sach  a 
beauty  as  myself ; — oeither  have  you,  probably,  so 
much  money.     Where,  indeedj  should  you  get  It 
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from  ?  I  inkerited  mine  from  a  long  line  of  fore- 
fathers,  who  had  all  been  go^remon  of  provinces ; 
and  I  now  carry  it  about  with  me  from  one  hnaband 
to  another  as  I  go.  For  this  is  a  privilege  which  we 
Boman  ladies  enjoy  when  we  are  divorced;  our 
dowry  mast  be  repaid  to  as  in  full ;  and  thns  are  we 
eoaUed  to  change  about  as  often  as  we  please  with- 
oat  sustaining  the  least  pecuniary  loss  in  consequence 
of  our  fickleness.  It  is  a  glorious  prerogative  to  be 
sure !  and  I  trust  it  never  will  be  abrogated/' 

Wliile  the  Roman  lady  held  forth  with  so  much 
caodouT  about  the  transactions  of  her  past  life,  Thus- 
nelda  sat  listening  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
ground,  from  which  she  did  not  even  raise  them 
when  the  strange  speech  was  finished.  But  whether 
she  would  have  attempted  a  reply,  —  which  in  the 
puzzled  and  perplexed  state  of  her  mind  she  would 
probably  have  found  it  diflBcult  to  make, — remains  to 
this  time  present  a  matter  of  conjecture,  for  just  at 
the  very  moment  when  she  might  have  been  expected 
to  commence,  the  doors  of  the  apartment  were  thrown 
open,  and  her  august  host  the  Prasfect  walked  in, 
followed  ^  a  respectful  distance  by  several  person- 
ages scarcely  less  important  than  himself.  Vibias 
Puppius  was  the  first  of  them  who  made  his  advent ; 
his  indomitable  coxcombry  prompting  him  on  all  oc- 
casions to  put  himself  more  forward  than  he  ought. 
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and  eyen  to  take  precedence  of  those  undeniably  hi 
superiors  in  rank,  age,  or  station.  Thus  did  he  now 
come  bustling  along,  with  his  elbows  sqoaied,  anc 
his  nose  elevated  in  the  air,  considerably  in  advance 
of  Scribonius  Mummius,  with  whose  claims  to  bonoai 
a  stranger  might  have  thought  him  unacquainted,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  anxiety  which  he  evinced  to  cast 
them  into  the  shade.  His  manners,  however,  thougt 
assuming  and  pragmatical  towards  his  compeers,  wen 
dashed  with  an  obsequiousness  bordering  upon  ser- 
vility when  he  approached  the  magnificent  Ogulnia, 
and  addressed  her  in  the  terms  of  compliment  and 
inquiry,  which  it  was  customary  to  employ  on  first 
meeting.  Nor  was  the  reception  which  he  met  with 
calculated  to  inspire  him  with  greater  confidence. 
The  demeanour  of  the  lady  was  singularly  baughtj 
and  reserved ;  she  even  frowned  upon  the  dandy  as 
he  drew  near,  and  replied  to  his  questions  touching 
her  health  with  the  most  appialling  brevity  and  blunt- 
ness.  It  was  indeed  quite  evident  that  her  blood 
was  up ;  nor  was  it  less  manifest  that  her  wrath  was 
specially  directed  against  the  well  dressed  youth 
himself;  a  thing  which,  considering  the  fascinations 
he  was  acknowledged  to  possess,  seemed  so  porten- 
tous and  unnatural,  that  the  whole  company,  as  they 
witnessed  it,  trembled  in  their  shoes. 
Very  difierent  was  her  behaviour  towards  Soribo- 
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nias  Mommios,  for  no  sooner  did  that  illostrioos 
pidloaopher  beeome  Tisible  at  the  door,  than  she 
smiled  aweetlj,  beckoned  him  to  approach  her,  and 
addresaing  him  with-  mnch  suavity,  playfnlly  com- 
manded him  to  be  seated  on  a  low  stool  at  her  feet ; 
an  injanctioa  which  with  some  difficulty  he  obeyed, 
thongb,  by  reason  of  his  long  legs,  the  position  was 
by  no  means  the  most  convenient  that  coold  have 
been  selected  for  him.  Then,  with  an  air  at  once^ 
faouliar  and  patronismg,  she  laid  her  hand  upon  his 
shonlder,  and  peering  into  his  face,  with  as  much 
apparent  satisfaction  as  if  she  had  been  contem- 
plating the  visage  of  an  Adonis,  she  proceeded  to 
make  the  most  tender  inquiries,  not  only  concerning 
the  state  of  his  health,  but  the  condition  of  his  mind, 
the  progress  of  his  studies,  and  the  general  welfare 
of  the  Stoics;  unto  all  which  interrogatories  the  gra« 
tified  aage  responded  with  befitting  readiness. — 
N^her  did  she  neglect  the  remainder  of  her  visitors. 
Suillius  Crassus,  whose  dimensions  were  such  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  be  overlooked,  though  his 
daUoess  and  taciturnity  prevented  him  from  holding 
so  conspicuous  a  place  in  society  as  he  deserved,  was 
received  with  a  condescension  which  he  would  have 
thought  pleating,  had  he  been  capable  of  deriving 
pleasure  from  any  thing  but  a  luxurious  repast ;  and 
Vttlcatins  Asper,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  his 
VOL.  I.  o 
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coantenance,  was  greeted  with  a  cordiality  to  whicl 
he  musty  indeed,  have  been  unreasonable  to  object. 

O,  reader,  how  strange  and  unaccountable  must  i 
seem  to  thee,  that  the  most  interesting  individual  o; 
the  whole  party, — an  elegant  young  man,  with  i 
jaunty  air,  and  dressed  in  the  very  height  of  th< 
mode, — should  alone  have  been  treated  with  indig- 
nity by  the  discriminating  dame ;  nay,  almost  ejected 
from  the  privileged  apartment  into  which  he  had  sc 
sweetly  swaggered !  But  the  mystery  may  be  ac- 
counted for  in  a  few  words.  Vibius  Pup^us  was  the 
enemy  of  Basilides,  and  the  patron  of  his  rival  on 
the  stage. 

When  the  first  greetings  were  finished,  the  Pnefect 
took  his  seat  over  against  his  wife,  supported  on  each 
side  by  a  couple  of  the  guests ;  for  the  middle  place, 
either  in  sitting  or  walking,  being  esteemed  the  most 
honourable,  this  illustrious  personage  did  not  see  fit 
to  dispense  with  the  prerogative  which  he  enjoyed 
even  in  his  own  house.  Then  opening  the  conver- 
sation, '*  How  comes  it,  my  Laurentia,"  said  he, "  that 
you  do  not  go  forth?  What  keeps  you  at  home 
during  a  period  of  such  general  excitement  as  the 
present?  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that  this  is 
the  third  and  last  day  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Games, — those  mysterious  games  which  are  only 
repeated  once  in  a  hundred  years,  and  which  will  cer- 
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tainly  neyer  occar  again  io  the  conrae  of  yoor  life. 
All  Rome  is  flocking  to  behold  them.  The  Field  of 
Mars  is  so  cnmded  that  yon  might  walk  upon  the 
people's  heads,  and  sach  multitudes  have  collected 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber  that  many  nnfortonate 
petsoDB  haV6  already  lost  their  footing,  and  been 
drowned.  And  yet  here  you  still  slay  moping  at 
home ! — ^Arouse  yoniaelf,  my  Laurentia,  I  implore ! 
'^— if  not  for  yoor  own  sake,  at  least  for  that  of  your 
lovely  fnend  Thusaelda,  who,  I  am  sare,  will  never 
cease  to  repent  if  she  loses  the  opportunity  which  now 
offers  of  making  herself  acqoainted  with  the  most 
remaurkable  rites  known  to  oor  refigion/' 

''  Why,  that  is  jnst  what  I  have  been  telling  her,'' 
said  Lanrentia  Ognlnia;  '*•  it  is  no  fanit  of  mine,  I 
assure  you,  that  either  she  <»  I  thus  stay  '  moping  at 
home/  I  hsire  been  urging  her  to  go  out  for  the 
last  half-hour,  but  I  cannot  make  her  stir." 

'^Pojmb!  how  extraordinary!"  exclaimed  the 
Prsefeet. 

*'  I  wish/'  continoed  the  great  lady,  **  yon  would 
try  what  you  could  do  widi  her  yourself.  But  I 
much  fear  it  would  be  to  no  purpose.  In  fact," 
added  she,  lowering  her  voice,  and  glancing  round 
towards  the  young  lady,  with  a  strange  look  of  in- 
telligence as  she  spoke,  ^  I  cannot  help  suspecting 
that  she  has  good  reasons  of  her  own  for  wishing  to 
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remaiD  at  home,  though  it  does  not  suit  her  to  reTcal 
them." 

"  Atat — adad  !"  said  the  Pnefect,  ''there  is  a 
lover  in  the  case/'  and  as  he  ottered  this  coarse  in- 
siouation,  he  laughed,  chuckled,  robbed  his  hands, 
and  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  victim  of  his  ribaldry 
with  a  fiend-like  air  of  triumph. 

Poor  Thusnelda  was  quite  overwhelmed  when  she 
thus  saw  herself  become  an  object  of  raillery,  not 
only  to  an  individual  of  her  own  sex,  but  ako  to  one 
of  those  lords  of  the  creation  whom  she  deemed  little 
better  than  ferocious  ogres,  delighting  in  the  torments 
which  they  inflicted  upon  the  .more  amiable  portion 
of  the  human  race.  Nor  were  her  sufferings  at  all 
mitigated  by  the  circumstance  of  these  unfeeling 
jokes  being  played  off  in  the  presence  of  an  illus- 
trious coxcomb,  a  renowned  philosopher,  a  distin- 
guished epicure,  and  a  man  so  remarkable  for  the 
acerbity  of  his  aspect,  that  the  very  sight  of  him  alone 
was  almost  sufficient  to  produce  a  fit  of  hysterics: 
what,  then,  were  her  agonies,  when  she  beheld  the 
countenance  of  this  monster  become  distorted  by  a 
sneer,  devilish  beyond  anything  which  she  had  pre- 
viously conceived,  while  the  visage  of  the  puppy  also 
betrayed  tokens  of  a  scandalous  delight,  and  the 
features  of  the  sage  became  relaxed  by  a  smile  of  less 
malignant  character !    The  celebrated  feeder  was  the 
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onlj  one  amongst  them  who,  throoghoot  the  whole 
traosactioDy  preserved  an  undeviating  gravity  and 
composiire ;  a  singularity  for  which  she  loved  him  in 
ber  heart 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  however,  this  Iast-men<- 
tioned  individaal  was  the  first  to  interrupt  the  silence 
which  succeeded  the  ungenteel  apostrophe  of  the 
great  man.  **  Mayhap/'  said  he,  with  a  look  of  un- 
precedented stolidity,  ''the  young  lady  stays  at 
home  because  she  wants  her  dinner." 

A  loud  burst  of  laughter  followed  this  character 
istic  speech.  **  Ohe !  that  is  good,  indeed !"  cried 
Vibios  Puppias,  joyously ;  **  to  suppose  that  the  most 
beautiful  of  her  sex  would  confine  herself  to  the 
bouse  for  a  whole  day,  on  account  of  her  dinner ! 
What  a  likely  story  to  be  sure !" 

"The  most  beautiful  of  her  sex!"  exclaimed  Lau- 
rentia  Oguloia,  tossing  her  head  with  an  air  of  out- 
raged vanity ;  **  some  people  have  a  good  taste,  at 
any  rate,"  added  she,  glancing  towards  the  elegant 
youth,  in  a  manner  no  less  angry  than  contemptu- 
ous. 

'^  Oh,  I  only  meant  to  say,"  rejoined  he,  eagerly, 
though  in  an  under-voice,  for  he  perceived  his  error, 
and  was  anxious  to  retrieve  himself, — **  V  only  meant 
to  say,  the  most  beautiful  of  her  nation, — ^that  was 
the  phrase  which  I  intended  to  employ, — ^for  every- 


Digitized^y  VjOOQIC 


S94 


^/so 


"Ve...-'«^Ae,_T^O^ 


'^'■'AtAe 


ei-se^,.. 


'os<. 


•«/ad. 


Je«/oj, 


she 


bad 


'^bsta 


iiot 


®  dam, 


'ae 


•""'"•^.a    *■ 


"flff, 


'er, 


'S"  <Ae 


^elii^ 


""'oorf-  "' 

'^°Uo',      ""^"'"bs,      .'"^'/O/A 

'^^hoiniru.        ''--But   .       -^Aa/  /._  ^^^  p 


mffis^ 


"^^otious?    c  '"'  is  th  '"''istb°         ^ 

''^'terated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PISO   AND  THS   PRJSFSCT.  295 

Vibiii8  Pappiii«,  with  unparalleled  effrontery:  the 
Prefect  frowned,  and  every  body  eke  was  astonished 
at  his  impadence. 

"  Yoang  man/'  said  Scriboni«s  Mnmmias,  whis- 
penog  him ;  **  your  ears  are  fallen  into  your  tongue  ; 
—  I  use  the  words  of  Zeno, —  be  attentive  to  them/' 

"  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  justified  in  disclosing 
tbe  secrets  of  my  friend/'  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia» 
replying  to  the  question  of  her  husband ;  ''  though  I 
am  10  possession  of  the  facts,  —  which  are  singular 
eooDgb,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  and  calculated  to 
excite  surprise  even  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  wayward  fancies  of  the 
yoQDg.  Besides,  there  are  circumstances  connected 
with  this  remarkable  case/'  added  she,  looking 
curiously  towards  Scribonius  Mummius,  ''which 
would  render  it  iqdeltcate  for  me  to  explain  myself 
more  particularly  at  present." 

"  Eho  !  —  what  is  in  the  wind  now  ?"  muttered 
Vitalianus,  looking  quite  puzzled  and  confused  ; 
"  why,  surely  the  damsel  cannot  have  fallen  in  love 
with  that  old  withered,  philosophical  personage  Scri- 
bonius Mummius,  who  looks  like  a  mummy  just 
extracted  from  the  catacombs  ?  After  all,  however, 
there  is  no  accounting  for  tastes." 

Then  addressing  himself  to  his  wife,  *'  I  cannot 
conceive/'  said  he,  **  what  is  the  meaning  of  all 


Digitized 


by  Google 


296  PISO   AND   THE   PRiEFECT. 

this  mystery.  Why  make  so  much  ado  about  a 
trifle?" 

"It  may  not  be  such  a  trifle  as  you  suppose," 
answered  the  lady^  *^  or  at  leasts  not  such  a  trifle  to 
the  chief  parties  concerned.  Do  but  look  at  the 
poor  young  thing  as  she  sits  there  blushing  on  the 
couch  !  Would  you  have  me  to  break  her  heart 
by  exposing  its  most  holy  secrets  to  the  whole  com- 
pany ?  Discontinue  the  unseasonable  inquiry ,  I  im- 
plore." 

"  I  would  not  ask  another  question  for  the  world," 
cried  Vibius  Puppius,  no  longer  able  to  contain  him- 
self; "  far  be  it  from  me  to  put  the  young  lady  to 
the  blush,  or  to  say  any  thing  that  might  make  her 
feel  uncomfortable.  I  know  what  I  am  about  too 
well,  I  assure  you,  to  make  such  a  blunder  as  that. 
No,  no, — thanks  to  the  gqds, — I  am  not  such  a  ninny 
as  to  ruin  myself  in  the  opinion  of  a  lovely  young 
person  who  might  otherwise  be  inclined  to  look  upon 
me  with  a  favourable  eye." 

*'  Oh,  doubtless,  you  are  an  universal  favourite,^' 
cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  tossing  her  head  as  before ; 
'*  but  do  not  suppose  on  that  account,  that  you  have 
made  any  impression  on  the  heart  of  my  fair  friend, 
susceptible  as  it  is.  For  although  I  am  ready  to 
acknowledge  that  it  was  with  one  of  the  company  at 
our  last  banquet  that  she  fell  in  love,  I  give  you  my 
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assnraDce  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  with  a  very 
different  sort  of  person  from  yourself." 

So  saying,  she  looked  significantly  towards  Scribo- 
oius' Mommias,  who  blushed  np  to  the  eyes  as  he 
eoconntered  her  glance,  while  the  whole  company 
gazed  at  him  with  astonishment,  under  the  erroneous 
impression  that  he  was  the  favoured  man  ;  a  pheno- 
menon for  which  they  were  unable  to  acconnty  till 
they  called  to  mind  the  well  filled  state  of  his  coffers, 
and  reflected  upon  the  disinterested  nature  of  the 
fair.  Then,  indeed,  a  light  broke  in  upon  them,  and 
their  surprise  either  totally  disappeared,  or  became 
amalgamated  with  a  feeling  of  jealousy  and  discontent. 
But  it  was  in  the  bosom  of  the  fop  that  the  latter  sen- 
timent chiefly  predominated ;  for  though  willing  to 
admit  the  general  influence  of  hard  cash,  he  could 
not  endure  to  think  that,  in  an  affair  of  the  heart, 
even  this  oyerpoweriog  principle  should  render  an 
old,  worn-out  churl  more  acceptable  to  a  young 
female  than  so  interesting  a  personage  as  himself.  It 
was  therefore  with  a  sourness  of  aspect  almost 
worthy  of  Vulcatius  Asper,  that  he  began  to  inveigh 
against  mercenary  women,  and  the  superannuated 
dotards  upon  whom  they  preyed. 

'*  Can  any  one  be  so  silly  as  to  suppose,"  said  he, 
'*  that  a  girl  of  sixteen  can  really  become  enamoured 
of  a  sexagenarian,  or  that  she  will  not  lead  him  the 
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life  of  a  dog  if  he  choose  her  for  a  spouse?  For 
even  wheu  eutered  into  under  the  most  faTonrable 
circumstances,  the  marriage  state  is  not  always  one 
of  unmixed  happiness ;  nay,  many  formidable  objec- 
tions may  be  raised  against  it  How  much  worse, 
then,  must  be  the  prospect,  when  two  parties  of 
unsuitable  age,  and  consequently  ill  adapted  to  each 
other  in  their  habits  and  pursuits,  unthinkingly  bind 
themselves  together  for  a  whole  life  V 

To  this  moralizing  speech,^ — which  no  one  present 
ever  expected  to  hav€  heard  from  Vibius  Poppios, — 
the  ancient  philosopher  deemed  it  his  duty  to  reply,  as 
being  especially  aimed  against  himself,  and  the  beau- 
teous young  person  of  whom  he  had  made  a  conquest. 

"  Vibius  Puppius,"  he  began,  "  you  are  no  doubt 
pretty  right  in  saying  that  the  nuptial  state  is  not 
always  one  of  unmitigated  bliss, — for  many  of  the 
greatest  philosophers  have  been  of  the  same  opinion. 
Thus  Bion  asserted  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
woman  to  be  beautiful  and  virtuous  at  the  same 
time ;  yet  that  if  a  man,  being  aware  of  this  circum- 
stance, took  refuge  in  ugliness,  he  would  be  sure  to 
connect  himself  with  a  shrew.  It  is  true  that  Socrates 
expressed  an  opinion  somewhat  more  equivocal  upon 
the  same  subject,  for  he  affirmed  that  the  inconve- 
niences of  celibacy  were  so  nicely  balanced  against 
those  of  wedlock,  that  repentance  was  equally  sure 
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to  resalt  from  the  choice  of  either  state.  Bat 
this  theory  of  his,  was  by  do  meaos  oyer  favour- 
able  to  matrimcmy.  I  repeat,  therefore,  that  yoo 
are  Dot  far  wrong  in  that  which  you  hare  affirmed. 
Nevertheless,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  those 
▼ery  sages  who  spoke  so  doubtfolly  aboat  connobial 
happiness,  were,  for  the  most  part,  married  men 
themselves;  (Mr  that  when  their  practice  accorded 
with  their  precepts,  and  they  remained  single,  they 
generally  devoted  themselves  to  the  fair  sex  after  a 
fashioD,  neither  consistent  with  morality,  nor  at  all 
indicative  of  wisdom.  Thus,  for  example,  the  Sta- 
girite  literally  fporshipped  a  lady  of  easy  virtue, 
singing  hymns  in  her  praise  as  if  she  had  been  a  god- 
desa,  and  sacrificing  victims  to  propitiate  her  on  half 
the  altars  in  the  city:  —  a  proceeding  whereby  the 
Atlienians  were  so  much  scandalized,  that  they  pro- 
secuted the  philosopher  for  impiety,  and  obliged  him 
to  abscond.  He  took  refuge,  we  are  told,  in  Chalcis ; 
bat  despair  for  the  loss  of  his  idol,  very  soon  put 
a  period  to  his  days/'* 

**  All  this  may  be  vastly  fine/'  said  Vibius  Pappius, 
breaking  in  upon  the  oration  of  the  sage  before  it  was 

*  Perhaps  there  is  uot  much  truth  in  this  strange  tale.  Yet 
Scrtbonius  Mnmmius  did  not  speak  without  good  authority ;  a 
scandalous  report  of  the  kind  was  very  generally  circulated  in 
Greece. 
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half  finished ;  **  but  what  has  it  to  do  with  the  point 
at  issue  ?  My  objections  were  not  rabed  against  the 
marriage  state  generally,  but  against  those  antiquated 
churls  who  marry  young  wives,  and  expect  them- 
selves to  be  adored  by  the  wretched  victims  whom 
they  thus  sacrifice.*' 

^'  Sacrifice!*'  repeated  Scribonius  Mummius,  with 
an  intonation  of  contempt;  "  know,. young  man,  that 
some  of  the  happiest  marriages  on  record  have  been 
those  contracted  between  persons  of  unequal  years. 
Did  not  Seneca,  when  as  old  as  the  hills,  espouse  a 
virgin  young  enough  to  be  his  g^rand-daughter  ?  And 
did  she  not  love  him  so  enthusiastically,  that  when 
the  tyrant  Nero  commanded  him  to  die,  she  also 
endeavoured  to  put  a  period  to  her  existence  ?  —  by 
the  same  token  after  her  veins  had  been  opened  for 
the  purpose  of  bleeding  her  to  deaths  the  despot 
ordered  them  to  be  bound  up  again^  and  thus  saved 
her  life." 

"  Yes,"  cried  Vibius  Puppius^  impudently,  **  and 
by  the  same  token,  the  old  fool  her  husband  learned 
to  dance  at  the  age  of  seventy,  or  thereabouts,  —  in 
order,  I  suppose,  to  render  himself  agreeable  to 'so 
young  a  wife.  How  well  he  must  have  looked  skip- 
ping about  the  room  upon  his  gouty  toes  !** 

**  I  do  not  think  he  was  quite  so  old  as  you  say/' 
replied   Scribonius  Mummius.      *'  It  is  not  to   be 
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denied,  howeyer,  that  he  acqaired  this  elegant  ac- 
complishnaent  at  an  advanced  age ;  nor  do  I  think 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  done  so  can  be  reason- 
ably allied  against  him  as  a  fault  It  woald  be 
well,  O  Pappias,  if  thoa  didst  bear  in  mind  that  sage 
sajing  of  Chilon  the  Spartan,  which  teaches  us  to 
restrain  the  tongue, — to  say  nothing  of  that  other  ex- 
cellent aphorism  of  his  which  forbids  ns  to  speak  evil 
of  the  dead:' 

**  If  I  do  not  bear  in  mind  those  two  admirable 
apophthegms  of  the  Spartan/'  replied  Yibius  Puppias, 
**  I  have  not  forgotten  his  saying  that  it  is  good  to 
honour  old  age.  I  trust,  therefore,  O  Mummius,  that 
I  have  not  inadvertently  given  thee  offence,  as  thy 
lan^age  would  imply.  *" 

*'  Sellua  ! — you  great  beast !"  cried  the  philoso* 
pher  in  a  rage,  "  do  you  mean  to  insinuate  that  I  am 
old  myself?  —  entitled  to  your  respect  on  account  of 
my  antiquity  ?  So  help  me  Hercules,  I  could  crush 
you  to  the  earth !" 

"  Oh  Mummius,  it  is  good  to  restrain  the  tongue^'' 
said  Yibius  Puppius,  jeeringly. 

"  Yes,"  rejoined  the  sage,  and  loqtiacity  is  a  great 
fault  in  a  young  man, — or  ^no  was  mistaken.  Take 
that  to  yourself.*' 

**  Petulance  is  dangerous,"  said  the  dandy,  quot- 
ing the  words  of  Periander,  and  looking  fierce. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


802  PISO    AND   THE    PREFECT. 

"  Do  not  utter  vain  threats:  it  i$  uxmanish,^'  re- 
taliated the  Stoic,  in  the  words  of  Chilon,  again. 

"  An  ungovemed  tongue  is  less  to  be  trusted  than 
an  unbridled  horse,*'  returned  the  coxcomb,  dictate- 
rially,  making  use  of  the  adage  of  Theophrastus. 

*'  Vah!  vah!"  cried  the  senior,  driven  to  the  wall 
by  the  apt  quotations  of  his  adversary ;  '*  I  am  quite 
out  of  patience.  What  is  the  use  of  talking  to  one 
so  obviously  blinded  by  a  base  feeling  of  jealousy  ? — 
for  did  not  Antisthenes  the  Cynic  say  that,  as  iron  is 
consumed  by  its  own  rust,  so  is  the  jealous  man  by  his 
awn  manners?  and  was  he  not  quite  right  in  what  he 
said?" 

''  And  was  it  not  a  remark  of  the  same  sapient 
personage,"  said  Vibius  Puppius,  that  one  had  better 
become  the  prey  of  vultures  than  fall  into  the  hands 
of  sycophants;  and  yet  such  is  your  unreasonable 
vanity,  that  you  are  exasperated  with  me  for  telling 
you  the  truth,  and  endeavouring  to  give  you  a  hnow- 
ledge  of  yourself  which,  as  Thales  has  remarked,  is 
the  best  sort  of  knowledge  a  man  can  possess" 

"  There  you  are  most  miserably  mistaken,"  ex- 
claimed Scribonius  Mummius  in  a  loud  voice; ''  I  am 
pleased  with  your  abuse^  and  should  be  humiliated  by 
your  praise,  for,  like  Antisthenes  himself,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  approbation  of  a  rogue  is  a  strong 
proof  of  one's  own  faultiness'* 
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"  By  Castor!  this  insolence  is  not  to  be  borne!" 
cried  the  fop  yehemently ;  *'  how  much  better  it 
woald  be,  O  Mnmmias,  if  instead  of  thus  reviling 
others,  thou  didst  utter  reproaches  against  thyself, 
and  then  say,  like  Cleanthes,  when  asked  what  then 
wast  about,  that  thou  didst  only  rdmJte  an  old  ffrey^ 
haired  reprobate  vntfiout  a  soul." 

**  Oh,  incredible  audacity !  Oh,  impudenoe  worthy 
of  being  placed  on  record!''  cried  Scribonins  Mum- 
mius  with  the  impetaosity  of  a  Cicero,  ^*  Oh,  d^ene* 
rate  age !  oh,  manners  incurably  corrupt !  That  the 
great  and  tfie  good  should  be  thus  vilified  with  impu- 
nity, while  vice  linked  with  effrontery  stalk  abroad 
triuniphant!  Oh,  Jupiter,  where  is  thy  avenging 
fire?" 

"  W^,"  said  Vibius  Puppius,  with  his  character- 
istic levity  of  speech,  "  I  perceive,  old  fellow,  you 
are  considerably  enraged ;  but  may  the  fiends  take 
me  if  I  ever  praise  a  worthless  man  on  account  of  his 
wealthy — ^for  Bias  hath  condemned  it, — and  there- 
fore you  most  forgive  me  if  I  do  not  praise  you." 

**  Now  may  the  Infernal  Gods  become  my  captors,** 
cried  Scribonius  Mummius  starting  up  from  his  seat 
in  a  paroxysm  of  wrath,  "  if  thou  art  not  the  most 
impertinent  little  puppy  in  the  universe!  What! 
dost  thou  dare,  thou  despicable  mamukin! — thou 
base,  paltry,  bedizened  marmoset ! — thou  shallow 
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pretender  to  philosophy ! — dost  thoa  dare,  I  say,  to 
traduce  me  thus  shamefully  to  my  face? — me,  thy 
unapproachable  superior  in  ail  earthly  things, — thy 
lord,  thy  master,  thy  instructor  ? — Dost  thou  dare  to 
call  me  old  ?— dost  thou  dare  to  question  my  immor- 
tality?—dost  thou  dare  to  stigmatise  me  as  a  mere 
rich  man,  possessing  nought  to  recommend  me  but  a 
well  filled  purse  ? — Foul-mouthed,  false-hearted,  un- 
conscionable scamp! — But  what,"  continued  he,  after 
a  short  pause,  during  which  he  seemed  endeavouring 
to  compose  the  irritation  of  his  mind,  "  but  what  can 
be  expected  from  a  wretch  who  has  shown  himself  so 
deficient  in  good  taste  as  to  become  the  patron  of  the 
miserable  Glaphyrus? — that  insignificant  upstart  who, 
with  the  voice  of  a  peapock  and  the  legs  of  an  ele- 
phant, presumes  to  rival  the  renowned  Basilides  in 
the  two  divine  arts  of  which  he  is  so  complete  a 
master? — What,  what,  I  say, — and  I  appeal  to  the 
whole  company — can  be  expected  from  the  patron 
ofa  cheat  like  that  r' 

"Aye,  aye, — what  indeed?"  cried  Laurentia 
Ogpilnia,  now  taking  part  in  the  controversy  for  the 
first  time. 

"  But  why  should  I  say  the  patron?"  asked  Scri- 
bonius  Mummius  in  continuation;  ''  why  should  I 
call  Vibius  Puppius  the  patron  of  Glaphyrus,  when 
Glaphyrus  is  in  fact  the  liege  lord  of  Vibius  Pup- 
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piiis  ? — For  is  it  not  notorioas  to  all  Rome  that  this 
wretched  effigy  of  an  actor  has  purchased  the  ser- 
vices  of  the  debauched  senator  who  affects  to  patro- 
nise him  ?" 

^'He  feeds  him  well  at  any  rate,**  said  Suilluis 
Crassusin  his  wheezing  tone,  *'for  I  myself  was  once 
present  at  a  banquet  given  by  this  same  Glaphyrus 
in  his  honour,  when  the  company  were  entertained  in 
a  manner  more  luxurious  and  extravagant  than  any 
thing  which  I  remember  to  have  seen  before." 

"  How  so,  my  friend  Y*  inquired  Scribonius  Mum- 
mius,  "  describe  the  particulars,  if  it  please  you ;  for 
I  would  willingly  know  more  of  this  base  pretender's 
private  life." 

"  Why,  thus  stands  the  case,"  said  the  gourmand, 
drawing  a  long  breath,  and  preparing  himself  for  a 
speech ;  '*  the  guests,  you  will  observe,  were  six  in 
number,  and  our  host  made  the  seventh.  Vibius 
Puppius  and  I  sat  in  the  most  honourable  places  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  table.  There  was  nothing  par- 
ticular in  the  fare ;  it  was  good,  undoubtedly ;  but 
that  was  all ;  nor  should  I  ever  have  thought  of  it 
again,  had  it  not  been  for  what  occurred  during  the 
performance  of  the  last  course.  Then,  indeed,  a 
transaction  took  place  of  the  most  extraordinary  cha- 
racter. And  what  do  you  think  it  was? — ^You  never 
would  guess;  if  yon  were  to  sit  there  considering 
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about  it  all  the  rest  of  your  life.    I  shall  tell  you 
therefore  at  once.  A  domestic  entered  the  room,  and 
presented  his  master  with  a  small  silver  casket,  beau- 
tifully ornamented,  and  securely  locked.    Out  of  this 
repository  the  latter  extracted  several  thinf^  which 
we  at  first  supposed  to  be  pigeon's  eg^, — they  were 
so  much  like  them  in  size,  shape,  and  colour.    Then 
addressing  us  in  a  set  speech,  he  told  us  he  had  been 
credibly  informed  that  nothing  could  be  more  deli- 
cious than  pearls  dissolved  in  vinegar,  and  that  he 
had  accordingly  provided  one  of  these  jewels  for  each 
of  us» — ^besides  another  for  himself, — ^which  he  should 
be  highly  obliged  by  our  immediately  drinking  up ; — 
neither,  he  added,  need   we  be  at  all  scrupulous 
about  the  expense,  his  fortune  being  adequate  to 
bear  a  far  greater  outlay.     So  saying,  he  sent  these 
rarities  round  to  us  on  a  plate,  and  we  each  helped 
ourselves  to  one.    Then  being  provided  with  goblets, 
and  cruets  of  vinegar, — the  very  sharpest  that  could 
be  procured, — and  finding  ourselves  encouraged  by 
the  example  of  our  host,  we  commenced  the  sacrifice 
by  resolutely  plunging  our  pearls  into  the  acid ;  by 
the  potency  of  which  we  soon  saw  that  they  were  dis- 
solved.    Satisfied  of  that,  we  next  proceeded  to  gulp 
down  this  extraordinary  beverage;  and  never,  oh 
never,  shall  I  forget  the  transports  which  I  experi- 
enced as  it  passed  over  my  palate !     Its  deliciousness 
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vas  overpowering. — I  have  no  more  to  say ;  except  it  be 
to  entreat  you  to  look  with  a  favourable  eye  upon  the 
wooderfol  individual  who  has  thos  so  far  oatdone  the 
vaanted  feat  of  Cleopatra.''* 

"  Now  all  ye  gods ! ''  exclwned  Scribonias  Mum- 
mins  in  a  load  Toice, ''  was  such  an  oatrageoas  in- 
stance of  prodigality  ever  heard  of  before?  To  think 
that  a  miserable  Pantomimns  should  be  rich  enough 
to  regale  his  guests  with  a  solution  of  pearls  as  big  as 
pigeon's  eggs!  What  would  Cato  of  Utiea  say^ 
were  he  to  rise  oat  of  his  grave,  and  be  told  such  an 
anecdote?-— that  illustrious  Cato  whose  own  notions 
of  economy  were  so  rigid  that  he  sifted  the  ashes  of 
hb  beloved  brother  Ccepio  through  a  sieve,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  gold  which  had  been  melted  down 
with  the  body  on  the  funeral  pyre.'' 

**  Tes,"  added  Vibius  Puppius,  ironically,  ''  and 
whose  abhorrence  of  luxury  was  such  that  he  usually 
went  tramping  about  the  streets  without  hb  shoes, 
and  in  other  respects  so  scantily  attired,  that  the 
whole  city  was  scandaliased  at  the  indecency  of  the 
spectacle." 

**  Now  Basilides,"  continued  the  sage,  without 
taking  the  least  notice  of  the  profane  speech  of  his 
adversary,  '^  though  unquestionably  rich,  is  also  eco- 

♦  A  similar  exploit  is  said  to  have  been  performed  by  Clodius, 
the  SOD  of  Sm(^  the  tragedian,  in  the  time  of  Cicero. 
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nomical  to  a  degree ; — ^yet  generous  is  he  at  the  same 
time,  and  withal  extremely  prudent.  In  short,  he 
possesses  so  many  good  qualities  that  it  would  be  te- 
dious to  enumerate  one  half  of  them.'\ 

**  Basilides  is  a  god  !"  ejaculated  the  august  Ogul- 
nia,  rapturously. 

'*  How  extraordinary,  and  withal  how  ingenious,  is 
the  expedient  which  this  gpreat  actor  has  adopted  to 
excite  his  passions  on  the  stage,"  pursued  the  philo- 
sopher: ''none  of  the  company  now  present  can 
have  failed  to  observe,  for  instance,  how  admirably 
he  portrays  the  passion  of  grief,— of  grief  amounting 
to  despair ; — but  few  are  perhaps  aware  of  the  origin 
of  his  emotions  on  occasions  of  the  sort.  I  will  ex- 
plain the  mystery  to  you, — though  I  fear  I  may  be 
deserving  of  blame  for  betraying  his  confidence. 
Basilides  had  a  son  whom  he  loved  tenderly^  and  who 
died  in  his  infancy.  Whenever  he  desires  to  be  more 
pathetic  than  usual,  he  causes  a  small  urn  containing 
the  ashes  of  the  youth  to  be  placed  privily  on  the 
stage,  out  of  the  sight  of  the  spectators,  but  so 
situated  that  he  can  himself  keep  it  in  his  eye  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  performance.  This  melancholy 
object  of  course  renews  the  grief  which  he  expe- 
rienced when  the  beloved  child  was  torn  away  from 
him,  and  as  he  rather  encourages  than  restrains  the 
ebullition  of  his  feelings,  he  is  enabled,  without  any 
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forced  effort  or  attempt  at  display,  to  delight  the 
audience  by  an  expression  of  agony  which  they  sup- 
pose to  be  counterfeit,  bat  which  is  in  fact  real.  Thus 
does  he  profit  by  the  paternal  sorrows  which  he  was 
ooce  fated  to  endure;  and  the  loss  of  his  son  has 
nndoobtediy^  in  the  end,  been  a  considerable  source 
of  gain  to  him." 

''  An  ingenious  trick,  indeed !"  cried  Vibius  Pop- 
pias  with  his  customary  sneer;  ''it  does  honour  to 
bis  heart  as  well  as  to  his  head,  in  truth !" 

''  Basilides  is  a  god  !"  reiterated  the  Roman  Dol- 
lalolla,  more  enthusiastically  than  before. 

Here  the  Prtefect  exhibited  strong  symptoms  of 
impatience.  Whether  it  was  that  he  was  dissatisfied 
with  a  discussion  upon  topics  in  which  he  felt  little 
interest,  or  that  he  did  not  altogether  approve  of  the 
rapturous  encomiums  bestowed  upon  the  absent  actor 
by  his  wife,  certain  it  is  that  he  rose  from  his  chair 
in  great  apparent  baste,  and  with  the  evident  design 
of  terminating  the  conference,  exclaimed,  **  Come, 
come,  —  I  think  we  have  now  heard  quite  enough  of 
young  ladies  and  Io?e-afiairS|  —  money  and  mur- 
riages, — sages  and  old  saws,  —  singers,  dancers, 
actors,  play-houses  and  the  like.  Let  us  now 
attend  to  matters  of  more  importance,  or  at  least 
of  more  immediate  urgency.  I  came  home  for  the 
express  purpose  of  inviting  my  wife  and  her  young 
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friend,  here,  to  go  forth,  and  participate  in  the  sports. 
It  was  then  early  enough  to  have  done  so,  for  I  my- 
self had  but  jnst  returned  from  the  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  where  I  had  been  assisting  in  the  sacrifice  of 
three  lambs,  after  which  the  people  were  to  have  ad- 
journed to  the  Capitol,  and  listened  to  the  hymos 
sung  in  honour  of  Jupiter  by  twelve  old  ladies  care- 
fully selected  for  the  purpose.  I  fear,  however,  that 
so  much  time  has  been  consumed  in  conversation, 
that  we  should  now  find  ourselves  too  late.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  that,  giving  up  all  thoughts  of  wit- 
nessing these  interesting  rites,  we  should  first  par- 
take of  a  slight  repast, — in  which  I  trust  the  friends 
who  came  in  with  me  will  all  be  so  obliging  as  to 
join, — and  afterwards  repair  in  a  body  to  the  theatre, 
where,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  a  grand  spectacle 
is  to  be  perfomled  by  all  the  chief  actors  in  the  city, 
who  have  unanimously  volunteered  their  services, 
and  promised  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost ;  so 
that  I  think  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  derive  no 
little  gratification  from  their  performance.  This 
exhibition  will  conclude  the  Games,  of  which,  indeed, 
it  is  considered  to  form  a  most  important  portion." 

''  O  Praefect,  it  is  an  admirable  plan !"  exclaimed 
Lanrentia  Ognlnia,  in  an  applauding  voice. 

**  Nothing  could  be  more  truly  philosophical,"  said 
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Scribonias  Mummius,   in  a  milder   tone  of  approba- 
tion. 

"  By  Castor,  it  is  capital !"  cried  Vibius  Puppius, 
flippantly. 

**  All  znust  approve  of  what  our  lord  ordains/* 
growled  Vulcatius  Asper,  not  daring  to  dissent. 

•*  More  especially  when  he  ordains  that  we  should 
be  well  fed  and  fctedy*  added  Suillius  Crassus, 
bringing  up  the  rear. 

Thusnelda  said  nothing. 


END    OF   VOL.    I. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  drama:  act  the  first. 

No  time  was  lost  about  the  dinner.  Indeed,  Saillius 
Crassos  complained  bitterly  of  the  haste  with  which 
it  was  concluded ;  the  demands  of  nature  were,  he 
said,  still  unsatisfied  when  he  was  forced  to  rise  from 
table.  His  lamentations  were,  however,  little  heeded 
by  bis  companions,  who  all  quitted  their  seats  with 
the  utmost  eagerness,  when  informed  that  the  litters 
which  had  been  ordered  were  in  readiness  to  convey 
them  to  the  theatre.  Crowding  out  of  the  room 
promiscuously,  they  hurried  down  stairs  into  the 
atrium,  where  they  found  four  of  these  vehicles 
drawn  up  in  a  row,  each  attended  by  its  full  com- 
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plement  of  eight  bearers.  As  the  company  were 
seven  in  numbery  it  therefore  became  necessary  that 
six  of  them,  at  least,  should  pair  off.  The  Prefect 
took  the  arrangement  upon  himself.  One  of  the  ma* 
|l  chines,  he  said,  should  be  appropriated  to  the  two 

ladies,  who  ought  not  to  be  separated,  and  who  would 
find  it  quite  large  enough  to  hold  them  both  ;  another 
should  be  occupied  by  Vibius  Puppius,  with  Vul- 
catius  Asper  for  his  companion;  while  Scribonias 
Mummius  and  himself  would  take  possession  of  the 
third.  The  fourth  only  would  then  remain  undis- 
posed of,  and  this  he  determined  should  be  devoted 
to  the  sole  use  of  Suillius  Crassud,  whose  enormous 
bulk,  indeed,  rendered  such  an  arrangement  almost 
indispensable. 

No  sooner  had  they  set  out  on  the  journey,  than 
the  Prasfect  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and  addressed  him- 
self to  his  comrade  thus :  *^  Mummius,'*  said  he,  '^  I 
feel  quite  melancholy.  A  weight  hangs  upon  my 
spirits.  I  am  influenced  by  some  strange  presenti- 
ment of  woe; — nor  will  you  so  much  wonder  at  this 
when  I  inform  you,  that  on  getting  up  this  morning, 
and  beginning  to  dress,  my  attendant  presented  me 
with  my  left  shoe  first,  instead  of  the  right,  as  be 
ought  to  have  done ; — it  is  a  mistake  which,  as  you 
are  aware,  bodes  no  good.'' 

''Alas!   it  does  not,"   replied   Scribonius    Mum- 
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mias;  "it  is  a  very  ominous  event; — the  great 
Augustus  would  have  been  terrified  by  it  him- 
self/' 

"  And  since  that/'  contitnned  VitalianoSy  "  I  have 
been  told,  to  my  sorrow,  that  several  monstrous 
births  have  occurred,  both  in  the  city  and  its  en- 
virons." 

**  Is  it  possible !"  cried  the  philosopher ;  **  of  what 
natnre  are  they  ?" 

**  A  child  with  three  legs  has  been  born  in  the 
Market  Place,"  replied  the  chief  magistrate  of 
Rome. 

^  Proh  mncte  Jupiter!  what  shall  we  hear  of 
next  ?"  ejaculated  the  sage. 

*'  And  a  calf  has  been  produced  in  the  suburbs, 
with  its  head  growing  from  the  tip  of  its  tail,''  added 
the  great  man. 

** Dii  bcniJ — may  the  gods  have  mercy  on  us!" 
exclaimed  the  venerable  senator,  trembling  from  head 
to  foot. 

<^  But  all  this  is  nothing,"  said  the  Praefect,  ''  to 
what  I  am  told  has  just  happened  in  the  Suburra,— 
where  a  very  respectable  married  woman  has  unex- 
pectedly become  the  mother  of  an  elephant."* 


*  An  elephantine  birth  of  this  sort  is  recorded  in  the  Chro- 
nicle of  Alexandria.    It  is  said  to  have  occurred  at  Rome,  during 
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Scribonius  Mummius  sat  speechless,  from  horror 
and  astonishment. 

"All  things  considered/'  resumed  the  governor, 
*'  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  I  have  some 
cause  for  uneasiness.  In  short,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  the  gods  are  exasperated  against  as, 
and  that  they  will  sacrifice  us  in  their  wrath,  unless 
we  contrive  some  means  to  pacify  them.  Now,  how 
is  this  to  be  done?  In  my  opinion,  the  only  course  open 
to  us,  is  to  offer  them  a  victim  of  more  importance 
than  those  which  they  have  lately  been  accustomed  to 
receive.  It  is  plain  enough  that  they  demand  some- 
thing better  than  lambs,  kids,  or  even  oxen.  What, 
then,  must  it  be  ?  I  will  tell  you,  my  good  friend, 
though  you  will  stare  at  me.  We  must  spill  human 
blood  ;  we  must  sacrifice  a  young  virgin  in  their 
honour.  And  cruel  as  you  may  think  the  deed,  we 
shall  only  be  following  the  example  of  Severus,  who, 
though  one  of  the  best  of  our  emperors,  is  well  known 
to  have  offered  up  a  young  maiden  to  the  infernal 
gods,  before  he  undertook  the  Gallic  war, — a  war 
in  which  this  very  act  of  piety,  perhaps,  rendered 
him  successful." 

So  saying,  and  without  paying  any  attention  to  the 
remonstrances   of  his  companion,  who,   to  do  him 

the  reign  of  Vespasian.     It  is  but  fair  to  add,  howcTer,  that  none 
of  the  more  ancient  writers  have  made  mention  of  the  prodigy. 
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justice,  was  even  more  shocked  at  the  projected  sa- 
cri6ce  than  he  had  been  at  the  prodigies  themselves, 
the  great  man  put  forth  his  head  from  the  litter,  and 
leaning  towards  one  of  the  lictors  who  walked  by  his 
side,  communicated  with  him  in  a  whisper  for  a  few 
moments.  That  done,  he  threw  himself  back  in  the 
vehicle^  and  preserved  a  solemn  silence  during  the 
remainder  of  the  journey. 

Meanwhile  another  short,  bat  interesting  colloquy 
was  going  on  in  the  adjacent  palanquin. 

''  Have  you  heard  any  news,  O  Puppius  ?"  said 
Yulcatius  Asper  to  his  neighbour. 

"Nothing  worth  speaking  of/'  replied  the  fop; 
''  unless  it  be,  indeed,  that  Calvia  Domitilla  has  been 
killed  by  her  husband  Asinius  Gallns.  I  will  tell 
jou  how  it  happened.  The  jade,  it  seems,  was 
jealous.  She  followed  him  into  the  woods  when  he 
went  hunting,  and  hid  herself  in  a  bush.  She  thought 
that  he  had  a  love  affair  with  some  rustic  nymph,  and 
that  she  should  catch  them  in  the  fact.  But  things 
turned  out  differently.  For  Asinius  Callus,  hearing 
her  rustle  in  the  bush,  mistook  her  for  a  wild  beast, 
and  directed  one  of  his  arrows  against  her  with  so 
true  an  aim,  that  it  pierced  her  through  the  heart. 
Nobody,  however,  blames  him  in  the  least.  It  is 
acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  have  been  entirely  her 
own  fauU ;  and  it  is  very  generally  hoped  that  her 
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fate  may  serve  as  a  wwning  to  all  jealous  wives 
bereafter/' 

*'  What  ridioaloas  Donsense  !"  said  Vulcatins 
Asper  ;  **  bat  have  yoa  heard  nothing  else  ?'* 

**  Oh  yes,  now  I  remember  it/'  replied  the  other, 
"  I  have  heard  that  a  woman  named  Fulvia,  has  bad 
the  incredible  impudence  to  plead  her  own  caase  at 
the  bar,  and  that  the  senate  have  sent  to  inquire  of 
the  oracle  what  such  a  prodigy  in  nature  doth  por- 
tend." 

''Pooh,  pooh  !"  exclaimed  the  sour-face. 

"  I  am  also  informed/'  continued  the  babbler, 
*'  that  Balbus  Bbesus,  the  advocate,  has  completely 
lost  his  memory;  a  misfortune  which  it  seems,  he 
owes  to  his  own  imprudence  in  having  one  day  read 
the  inscriptions  upon  the  sepulchres,  as  he  travelled 
lij^l  along  the  Appian  Way." 

**  BombcLx!  —  stuff!"  ejaculated  Vulcatius  Asper. 

*^  The  same  talented  individui^/'  pursued  the 
coxcomb,  '^  has,  I  am  told,  lately  lost  a  very  im- 
portant cause,  in  which  he  was  retained  for  tbe 
defendant,  and  that,  too,  simply  in  consequence  of 
his  having  stuck  a  black  patch  over  his  right  eye 
before  he  came  into  court.  For  it  seems  he  was 
always  in  the  habit  of  thus  omamentiDg  the  left  side 
of  his  face  when  he  pleaded  for  the  accused,  while  be 
appropriated    the  right    to    the    prosecutor ;    when 
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therefore,  be  found  out  his  mistake,  be  was  so  com- 
pletely disconcerted  y  that  he  lost  all  power  of  exert- 
ing himself  for  his  client  as  be  ought,  and  the  Tordict 
went  against  him." 

^'  Ohe!  this  is  trying  one's  patience  indeed!'' 
groaned  the  martyred  listener* 

"  I  am  likewise  informed/'  added  Vibius  Pappius, 
*'  that  the  celebrated  historian  Nigulus  Figulus  has 
lost  his  eye-sight.  This  is,  doabtless,  owing  to  his 
neglect  of  the  precaution  which  he  had  always  em- 
ployed till  lately,  of  carrying  aboot  with  bim  a  living 
fly,  enclosed  in  a  small  cage.  I  am  assured  that  an  in- 
sect of  this  sort  is  an  infallible  preserver  of  one's  eyes." 

**  Ob  monstrous  absurdity !"  roared  Vulcatins 
Asper,  in  a  rage ;  "  oh,  you  everlasting  babbler !  — 
can  nothing  stop  your  tongue  ?  How  much  longer 
do  you  expect  me  to  sit  here  listening  to  such  non- 
sense, and  remain  silent  myself?'' 

"  JEcastor  /"  cried  the  coxcomb ;  "  why,  did  not 
you  entreat  me  to  tell  you  the  news,  and  am  I  not 
exerting  myself  to  the  utmost  to  gratify  your  wishes?" 

**  Then  gratify  them  in  more  moderation,  if  you 
please,"  replied  the  other,  ''for  I  am  really  quite 
tired.  The  news  for  which  I  asked  you,  and  which 
I  expected  to  hear  from  you,  was  of  a  very  different 
sort  from  this.  Certain  measures  are  in  agitation  of 
which  I  do  not  care  to  speak  more  openly,  but  of 
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vbich  I  have  good  reasoo  to  tbiok  you  aie  by  no 
xneans  uninformed.  It  was  of  tbese  I  would  bate 
conversed,  bad  you  permitted  it.  But  we  are  now 
drawing  towards  the  end  of  our  journey,  and  tbe 
opportunity  is  lost.  Yet  thus  muob  will  I  say : — in 
the  drama  which  we  are  about  to  witness,  the  death 
of  a  tyrant  forms  the  groundwork  of  the  plot — " 

''  Speak  softly,  lest  some  Greek  should  oterhear" 
said  Vibius  Puppius,  interrupting  him,  by  quoting  a 
line  from  flomer ;  and  the  conversation  was  abrupUy 
dropped. 

While  these  dialogues  proceeded  between  the  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  ladies  held 
their  tongues. 

'*  Oh,  how  my  poor  heart  does  beat !"  said  Lauren- 
tia  Ogulnia,  as  she  settled  herself  in  the  vehicle,  and 
arranged  her  clothes  with  more  attention  to  her  own 
comfort  than  to  the  convenience  of  her  friend. 

*'  What  causes  the  palpitation  ?"  asked  Thusnelda 
innocently,  in  return. 

''  I  am  thinking  of  that  god-like  man,  Basilides,*' 
was  the  response  of  the  great  dame. 

"  But  why  should  the  thoughts  of  bim  agitate  you 
thus?"  inquured  tbe  unsophisticated  native  of  the 
woods. 

"Why  should  I  be  agitated!*'  cried  the  other, 
''  oh,  Thusnelda,  you  know  not  what  my  feelings  are 
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at  this  moment,  or  yon  woald  not  ask !  An  awful 
crisis  is  at  hand.  A  contest  is  about  to  take  place 
which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  greatest  dancer  in 
the  world ; — of  one,  too,  for  whom  I  entertain  senti- 
ments of  admiration  which  it  is  impossible  to  express. 
Now  I  know  not  what  may  be  the  upshot.  The 
wicked  may  be  successful,  —  the  good  cause  may 
fail ;— in  which  case  my  beloved  friend  may  not  only 
be  precipitated  from  the  high  station  which  he  occu- 
pies at  present,  but, — should  the  people  be  displeased 
with  him,  and  demand  the  sacrifice,  —  it  may  also  be 
found  necessary  to  haye  him  flogged!  Yes,  my 
Thusnelda,  it  is  not  impossible  that  I  may  this  night 
have  to  endure  the  punishment  of  seeing  the  dear 
man  led  forth,  half  naked,  upon  the  stage,  and  there 
cruelly  flagellated  by  the  lictors,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  audience !  Can  any  thing  more  horrible  be 
conceived  ?  Fancy  what  would  be  your  own  feelings 
were  yon  placed  in  the  situation  which  may  ere  long 
be  mine.  Imagine  what  would  be  your  wretchedness, 
were  you  to  see  your  beloved  Piso  dragged  forth  by 
the  rude  hands  of  the  public  executioner, — then  de- 
liberately stripped,  and  scourged  till  his  poor,  white, 
interesting  looking  shoulders  were  all  covered  with 
blood,  —  converted  into  an  ensanguined  mass  nearly 
resembling  raw  beef,  or  (to  consider  it  in  the  most 
favourable  point  of  view)  like  underdone  mutton?" 
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'•Ob,  horrible!  borriUer'  exclaimed  Tkusoelda, 
just  ready  to  faint. 

^*  And  then/'  continued  the  distressed  matron,  "to 
think  of  the  disgrace !  The  pain  of  such  a  pmiisb* 
ment  would  be  bad  enough  by  itself; — but  then  these 
is  the  disgrace,  into  the  bargain.  Oh !  he  never  will 
snrviye  it, — of  that  I  feel  quite  positive, — and  I  am* 
moreover,  scarcely  less  certain  that  I  shall  myself 
breathe  out  my  soul  upon  his  tomb." 

Here  the  poor  lady  shed  tears,  and  appeared  qnite 
woe-begone.  Thusnelda  endeavoured  to  console  her. 
*'  Let  us  hope  for  the  best,"  said  she ;  **  Basilides 
may  prove  victorious,  and  the  castigation  may  be 
inflicted  upon  his  rival." 

'*  Alas !  no ;  I  fear  not,"  replied  the  other.  "  The 
party  of  Glaphyrus  has  now  become  so  strong,  that 
Basilides  has  little  chance.  Besides,"  added  she, 
''with  all  my  partiality  for  his  adversary,  I  cannot 
deny  that  this  man  Glaphyrus  has  considerable  claim 
to  merit.  He  is  indeed  far  from  being  the  des- 
picable creature  which  his  enemies  represent  him; 
nay,  I  do  not  hesitate  at  saying  that  he  is  handsome^ 
afiable,  and  peculiarly  engagping  in  his  address ; — aad 
did  I  conceive  it  possible  for.  me  to  survive  the 
downfall  of  Basilides,  I  should  say  that  perhi^ss,  at 
some  future  period,  I  might  not  be  wholly  disinclined 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PISO    AND  THE   PREFECT.  11 

to  bestow  some  small  portion  of  my  regards  upon  his 
theatrical  successor/' 

As  the  latter  part  of  this  speech  seemed  to  Thus*' 
nelda  a  little  qoestioaable  oo  the  score  of  constancy, 
she  made  no  reply  to  it.  Nor,  perhaps,  would  she 
have  done  so  had  she  liked  its  tenor  better,  for  just 
as  it  was  brought  to  a  close,  her  attention  was  dis- 
tracted by  a  loud  noise  in  the  street^  and  putting 
aside  the  curtains  of  the  litter,  she  perceived  that  the 
vehicle  was  surrounded  by  a  dense  throng  of  pedes- 
trians, all  apparently  hurrying  forward  in  the  same 
direction,  though  the  increasing  darkness  prevented 
her  from  distinguishing  their  exact  movements. 

"  Ah  !''  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  peeping  over  her 
shoulder,  '*  here  we  are  at  last.  This  is  the  outlet  of 
one  of  the  chief  vomitories ;  —  it  is  finely  crowded  to 
be  sure.  The  house  will  be  as  full  as  it  can  hold." 
Then  as  the  proceedings  of  the  crowd  became  more 
visible,  owing  to  the  light  of  two  immense  flambeaux, 
placed  at  each  side  of  the  vomitory,  she  exclaimed, 
**  Do  look  how  they  struggle  to  get  in  !  I  would  not 
be  amongst  them  now  for  any  thing!  Some  of  them 
will  assuredly  be  sufibcated,  or  trampled  undw  foot.'' 

While  she  spoke  thus,  the  litter,  which  had  beien 
stationary  for  a  moment  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the 
throng,  again  began  to  move.    But  contrary  to  the 
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expectations  of  Thusnelda,  instead  of  advancing  to- 
wards the  theatre  with  the  crowd,  its  course  was 
directed  towards  a  bye-lane,  which  it  had  no  sooner 
entered  than  its  occupants  found  themselves  involved 
in  almost  complete  darkness,  the  buildings  on  each 
side  being  so  lofty  as  to  exclude  the  faint  remains  of 
daylight,  while  neither  lamp,  torch,  nor  candle,  made 
amends  for  the  deficiency.  The  bearers  of  the 
vehicle,  nevertheless,  proceeded  at  their  usual  pace, 
being  probably  well  acquainted  with  the  ground,  and 
in  the  habit  of  groping  their  way  through  such 
obscure  passages,  which  indeed  were  by  no  means 
unfrequently  met  with  even  in  the  best  parts  of  the 
eternal  city. 

As  they  thus  plodded  along,  Thusnelda  could  not 
hel[)  expressing  her  surprise  at  the  course  they  were 
pursuing.  *^  What  is  the  reason,"  said  she,  **  thai 
we  do  not  enter  the  theatre  with  the  rest  ?  I  could 
almost  fancy  that  we  were  leaving  it  behind  us." 

••  Not  you,"  answered  her  companion.  '*  Look  up 
at  that  high  wall  to  your  left.  It  is  the  side  of  the 
theatre  itself.  We  shall  soon  reach  the  private  en- 
trance.— Did  you  really  suppose,"  added  she  con- 
temptuously, **  that  we  were  to  push  in  pell-mell 
with  the  mob?  A  strange  arrangement  to  be  sure! 
No,  no,  my  fair  friend,  you  will  soon  find  that  we 
manage  these  matters  better  at  Rome.     We  patri- 
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cians  never  mix  with  the  comoioners,  if  ve  can  help 

it:' 

Jo8t  as  she  spoke  these  words,  a  ray  of  light  be^ 
came  visiUe  at  a  little  distance,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
more  the  palanquin  drew  up  in  front  of  a  small  door, 
lighted  by  a  single  lamp.  The  vehicle  being  then 
placed  upon  the  ground^  the  two  ladies  got  oat  of  it, 
and  found  themselves  within  the  entrance  of  a  lonsr 
narrow  passage,  where  they  were  presently  joined  by 
the  remainder  of  the  party.  •*  Now,  Thnsnelda/' 
said  the  Praefect,  ^'I  shall  take  you  under  my 
charge;  Scribonius  Mummius  must  have  my  wife, 
and  the  rest  may  follow  as  they  can."  So  saying,  he 
hurried  along  the  passage,  leading  the  damsel  by  the 
hand,  and  soon  reached  a  sort  of  small  lobby,  where 
several  persons  belonging  to  the  theatre  were  in  at- 
tendance. Preceded  by  these,  the  whole  party  next 
ascended  a  winding  staircase,  having  surmounted 
which,  they  issued  forth  upon  a  landing*place,  where 
the  great  man  made  a  brief  pause  in  order  to  regain 
his  breath,  and  afford  some  of  his  elder  comrades, 
who  were  even  more  exhausted  than  himself,  an  op- 
portunity of  recovering  themselves  in  the  same  way. 

A  low  door  at  one  side  of  the  landing  place  being 
presently  unclosed,  Thusoelda  was  again  led  forward 
by  her  companion.  She  then  saw  that  she  was  in  the 
body  of  the  theatre.    To  the  right  there  was  a  broad 
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open  space,  which  she  rightly  concluded  to  be  the 
proscenium,  or  front  part  of  the  stage ;  hot  the  pro- 
spect on  this  side  was  terminated  at  no  great  distance 
by  an  immense  curtain,  which  extended  entirely 
across  the  house.  To  the  left,  the  yiew  seemed  ai^ 
most  unlimited.  A  vast  pit  or  area,  filled  with 
benches,  risitig  one  above  the  other  to  a  prodi^ovu 
height,  and  calculated  to  contain  about  a  hundred 
thousand  souls,  presented  itself  to  her  eyes. 

"  Here  we  are,"  said  the  Praefect,  "  in  our  privi* 
leged  seats.  This  place,  Thusnelda»  is  called  the  po- 
dium ;  it  is  sometimes  also  called  the  orchestra,  but 
that  nefme  is  incorrect  It  is  situated,  as  yon  per- 
ceive, just  in  front  of  the  stage,  and  nearly  on  the 
same  level,  though  considerably  above  the  first  row  of 
benches  in  the  pit.  It  is  by  far,  therefore,  the  best 
place  in  the  house." 

So  saying,  he  led  the  damsel  to  her  seat,  which,  in 
spite^f  her  bewilderment,  she  could  not  help  noticing, 
both  on  account  of  its  costly  structure,  and  the 
sweetness  of  its  smell.  She  perceived  also  that  a 
rich  carpet  was  extended  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  long  narrow  gallery  which  constituted  the  potKum^ 
and  that  a  quantity  of  fresh  flowers  were  profusely 
scattered  about  The  Praefect  seated  himself  by  her 
side.  • 

The  rest  of  the  party  th^n  proceeded  to  arrange 
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tbemaeWes.  Scribonias  tfammiiw  aod  the  great 
lady,  between  whom  a  philosophical  flirtation  now 
aeemed  firmly  eatablishedy  seated  themselves  together 
OB  the  same  eoach.  Yibios  Puppios  and  Suillius 
Crassns  occupied  another,  while  Vulcatius  Ajper  sta- 
tiooed  himself  in  the  back-ground,  where,  supported 
by  a  small  party  of  the  military,  it  was  his  duty  to 
monnt  guard  daring  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

The  house  was  now  filling  rapidly.     Vast  crowds 
of  people  were  seen  pouring  in  through  the  yomitories, 
and  clambering  up  to  dieir  seats,  which  were  little 
distinguished  from  each  other,  except  by  their  less  or 
greater  idtttude.    There  were  no  tiers  of  boxes,  nor 
was  there  any  gallery  for  the  gods.    The  seats  ap- 
propriated to  the  PrsBfect  and  his  immediate  friends 
were,  as  we  have  seen,  situated  nearly  in  the  place 
occupied  in  modern  theatres  by  the  orchestra;  but 
this  station' was  the  only  one  which  possessed  any  pe- 
culiarity ;  ail  the  rest  of  the  house  constituted  what 
would  now  be  termed  one  immense  pit,  aod  was 
known  by  the  name  of  cavea,  in  consequence  of  its 
foundation  being  considerably  lower  than  the  stage. 
It  is  true  that  the  cavea  was  again  nominally  divided 
into  three  parts,  called  prima,  mediae  and  ultima^  and 
that  these  divisions  were  in  remote  times  respectively 
appropriated  to  the  Senators,  the  Equestrians,  and 
the  People.    But  this  classification  appears  to  have 
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been  disregarded  in  the  later  ages,  and  at  the  period 
of  which  we  speak  it  is  probable  that  there  was  no 
distinction  of  ranks,  except  in  the  podium,  where  a 
few  illustrious  individuals  were  always  privileged  to 
sit,  to  the  complete  exclusion  of  the  mob. 

•'The  house  promises  to  be  full,"  said  the  Prspfect, 
'*  and  I  am  glad  to  see  it.  The  seats  being  of  marMe, 
are  not  likely  to  break  down,  as  they  sometimes  used 
to  do  in  the  old  times  when  they  were  made  of  wood. 
But  who  comes  here,  into  the  Podium?  I  have 
given  the  privilege  of  admission  only  to  a  few.'* 

As  he  spoke  thus,  a  grave  elderly-looking  person 
made  his  appearance  at  the  door.  It  was  Auroncus 
Flaccus,  the  courtier.  He  advanced  three  steps,— 
then  prostrated  himself  on  the  ground,  —  then  rose 
slowly,  and  with  his  body  bent  to  *'  an  angle  of  fortv- 
five  degrees,"  ag^n  came  forward  till  he  arrived 
within  one  pace  of  the  great  man,  when  he  again 
performed  the  ceremony  of  prostration, — seated  him- 
self upon  the  floor, — and  in  that  attitude  of  humility, 
applied  his  lips  to  the  sandals  of  the  aforesaid  digni- 
fied personage,  kissing  them  with  a  fervency  not  to  he 
surpassed  by  the  osculatory  performances  of  the  most 
enraptured  lover  in  existence.  The  object  of  his 
adoration  was  far  from  evincing  displeasure  at  this 
strange  mode  of  address ;  on  the  contrary,  he  ap- 
peared much  gratified,  and  with  unprecedented  con- 
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descenstoD,  leplied  to  the  greeihigB  of  his  worshipper 
bj  patting  faini  on-  the  head^  apd  eQcoaraging  him  to 
GODverse  freely  in  his  recumbent  posture. 

'*  Flaccas^  my  old  boy/'  said  he, ''  I  am  right  glad 
to  see  you.  The  antique  politeness  of  your  address 
is  really  quite  refreshing  after  the  familiarity  with 
which  others  are  but  too  apt  to  treat  a  man  in  these 
days;  —  modem  manners  are  detestable.  Yon  have 
arrived  also  at  the  very  nick  of  time,  for  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  performances  are  just  about  to  com- 
mence. Had  you  delayed  your  advent  longer,  you 
would  have  missed  the  beginning  of  the  piece,  which 
is  often  the  best  part,  and  Mrithout  seeing  which  it  is 
impossible  to  understand  the  rest" 

And  in  effect,  as  he  pronounced  the  last  words,  a 
loud  crash  of  instrumental  music  burst  upon  their 
ears.  The  vast  sea  of  heads  which  filled  the  pit  in- 
stantly became  agitated;  the  privileged  spectators 
in  the  Podium  directed  all  their  attention  towards 
the  stage;  the  immense  atdiBum,  or  curtain,  was  seen 
descending  from  the  roof,*  and  after  a  brief  interval 
of  expectation,  a  scene  of  grandeur,  wholly  unex- 
ampled in  modern  theatricals,  was  presented  to  their 
eyes.  The  enormous  stage  was  covered  with  men, 
horses,  mules,  and  elephants,  in  a  profusion  of  which 

*  The  curtain  io  a  Roman  Theatre  was  always  let  down  to- 
wards the  stage,  instead  of  being  drawn  iip  as  in  a  modern  one. 
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the  reader  may  form  some  faint  notion  when  he  is 
told  that  above  six  thousand  human  actors  were  con- 
stantly retained  for  the  use  of  the  theatres  in  Rome, 
and  that  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  performers  of  the 
irrational  kind  sometimes  made  their  appearance 
upon  the  boards  at  the  same  time.  In  short,  to  nae 
the  words  of  an  eye-witness,*  ''  a  mock  army  was  fre- 
quently seen  drawn  up  in  battle  array  upon  the 
stage;*'  and  according  to  the  testimony  of  another 
credible  contemporary,  f  the  streets  of  the  capital 
were  constantly  crowded  with  professional  yoni^ 
ladies,  well  adapted  by  nature  to  become  the  res- 
pectable and  respected  mothers  of  families,  bnt  de- 
voted by  the  customs  of  society  to  the  illaudable  oc- 
cupation of  curling  their  hair,  achieving  pirouettes, 
and  representing  the  fables  of  the  drama. 

When  the  scene  was  first  disclosed,  all  seemed 
confusion  to  the  eye.  Thusnelda  had  been  pre- 
viously informed  that  the  play  was  founded  on  the 
well-known  story  of  Clytemnestra,  but  she  could  not 
make  out  at  what  point  of  the  fable  it  commenced. 
She  was  not,  however,  long  left  in  suspense.  Scarcely 
had  the  curtain  been  withdrawn  when  a  single  female 
figure  was  seen  advancing  from  amongst  the  crowd, 

*  Cicero. 

t  AmmiaDUS  (as  quoted  by  Gibbon.) 
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aod  m  rotf  of  appkiiiae  from  the  andienee  greeted  her 
as  she  approached. 

'*  Here  he  comes !"  said  the  Prmfect,  dapping  his 
hands ;  ^*  here  conies  the  most  oelebrated  Pianto- 
minras  of  the  age.  How  stately  is  his  step!  how 
majestic  is  his  whole  appearance !" 

*'  Of  whom  do  yon  speak  V  asked  Thnsnelda, ''  I 
see  nothing  but  an  actress.'' 

^Ha!  ha!  ha!"  laughed  the  great  man.  ''How 
easily  yon  are  deceived.  Do  you  suppose,  Thus- 
neida,  that  the  female  parts  in  a  play  are  exclusively 
perf<^med  by  women  ?  —  the  reverse,  rather,  is  the 
ease.  Many  of  our  greatest  male  actors  are  parti- 
cnlarly  anxious  to  personate  the  ladies.  Thus  in  the 
I»esent  instance,  I  am  told  there  was  a  hot  dispute 
between  Basilides  and  Glaphyrus  about  which  should 
perform  the  part  of  Cly temnestra,  of  course  the  prin- 
cipal one  in  the  play,  nor  was  it  decided  till  the  for- 
mer of  these  illustrious  Pantomimes  agreed  that  his 
rival  should  engross,  to  his  own  share,  the  two  im- 
portant parts  of  Agamemnon  and  Orestes,  in  ex- 
change for  the  female  one  which  he  resigned.  In 
this  way,  however,  the  contest  was  at  length  settled, 
and  you  now  witness  the  result.  This  female  cha- 
racter in  the  long  flowing  robes,  and  with  the  diadem 
upon  her  head,  is  represented  by  Basilides  himself. 
Glaphjrrns  is  not  at  present  upon  the  stage,  but  he 
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will  soon  make  his  appearance  in  Ibe  character  of 
Agamemnon,  just  returned  from  the  siege  of  Troy, 
at  the  head  of  an  immense  army.  Clytemnestra, 
you  perceive,  having  returned  the  greetings  of  the 
audience,  has  now  withdrawn  into  tbe  background, 
where  she  is  conferring  in  dumb  show,  with  her  para- 
mour, iEgisthus.  and  concocting,  as  we  may  suppose, 
the  base  plot  to  which  her  unhappy  husband  is  to 
fall  a  sacrifice." 

A  loud  flourish  of  trumpets  was  now  heard  behind 
the  scenes,  followed  by  a  trampling  of  horses,  which 
seemed  to  shake  the  whole  house.  Presently,  a  vast 
body  of  cavalry  in  complete  armour  came  pouring  m 
from  one  side  of  the  stage,  while  on  the  other,  Cly- 
temnestra and  her  whole  court  were  drawn  up  m 
readiness  to  receive  them. 

*'  These  new-comers  are  Agamemnon  and  tbe 
Greeks/'  whispered  the  Prsefect.  ^'  Now  we  shall 
see  what  sort  of  a  reception  they  meet  with  from 
their  wives,  who  have  all  played  false  to  them  duriog 
their  ten  years'  absence.  For  you  know,  Thus- 
nelda/*  added  he  whispering,  '*  Penelope  was  tbe 
only  one  of  the  whole  set  who  behaved  herself  pro- 
perly. Clytemnestra,  was  however,  the  very  worst 
of  them  all." 

The  meeting  of  the  two  chief  characters  now  took 
place,    Agamemnon  vaulted  from   his  steed.    Civ- 
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temnestra  came  forward  at  a  slow  pace,  and  without 
evineiog  any  very  strong  sighs  of  delight  at  seeing 
him.  Agamemnon  caught  bold  of  her,  and  bagged 
her  in  bis  arms.  Then  inclining  his  lips  towards  her 
right  ear,  he  appeared  to  be  whispering  her  very  af- 
fectionately for  a  few  moments ;  but  instead  of  re- 
plying to  this  conjugal  greeting,  the  lady  was  ob- 
senred  to  start  back  from  his  embrace^  pat  up  both 
her  hands  to  her  ear»  and  retreat  hastily  towards 
the  damsels  of  her  court. 

"  By  Jove  !"  exclaimed  the  Prefect,  *'  if  I  do  not 
think  the  mflBan  has  bitten  his  wife's  ear!  What 
else  could  it  have  been  that  made  her  start  back  in 
that  vay  ?  Upon  my  word,"  continued  he,  "  these 
actors  are  insufferable.  They  cannot  keep  their 
paltry  squabbles  to  themselves.  They  must  needs 
spoil  the  best  parts  of  the  performance  by  assaulting 
each  other  upon  the  very  stage  itself." 

The  music  now  again  struck  up  joyously.  The  little 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  chief  characters 
had  been  arranged  for  the  present,  and  to  the  utter 
astonishment  of  Thusnelda,  the  whole  immense  com- 
pany on  the  stage, — men,  women,  horses^  elephants, 
and  all,— came  forward  simultaneously,  and  united  in 
a  g^and  dance,  which  they  performed  with  a  dexterity 
not  to  be  described,  and  accompanied  with  a  clatter- 
ing, tintinnabulary  sound,  not  to  have  been  produced 
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by  any  thing  but  the  scabeUa*  irbich  they  wore  upon 
their  feet.  The  whole  exhibition  was  animated  to  a 
degree ;  and  the  whole  assembled  thousands  roared 
with  rapture  as  they  witnessed  it. 

The  scene  now  changed,  and  the  likeness  of  a 
splendid  banqaeting  hall  was  presented  to  the  spec- 
tators. Agamemnon  and  Clytemnestra  were  dis- 
covered sitting  side  by  side,  crowned  with  rine 
leaves,  and,  apparently,  in  the  very  act  of  pledg^g 
each  other  in  a  loving  cnp. 

**  Look  !"  cried  the  Prsefect,  **  what  an  interesting 
scene !  There  sits  the  wearied  warrior  at  the  head 
of  his  own  board, — for  the  first  time  after  a  ten 
years'  absence, — ^while  the  wife  of  his  heart, — apon 
whom,  as  you  may  observe,  he  smiles  with  an  air  of 
the  truest  conjugal  affection, — prepares  to  instil  a 
subtile  poison  into  his  cnp.  Such  is  the  treatment 
which  good  men  often  meet  with  from  their 
wives  !*' 

''Not  often,  I  trust,"  whispered  Thnsn^a, 
anxious  to  defend  her  calumniated  sex. 

**  If  not  often,  at  least  occasionally/'  replied  the 
great  man.  **  But  look !"  continued  he,  "the  awful 
crisis  is  at  hand.  Here  comes  the  miscreant  JSgia- 
thus,  creeping  behind  the  chair  of  his  royal  host.    He 

*  A  sort  of  loose  wooden  (or  perhaps  iron)  shoes,  or  clogs, 
which  performed  the  part  of  castanets. 
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is  in  league  with  the  queen,  as  I  told  you  before,  and 
be  is  just  about  to  assist  her  in  her  attempt  against 
her  husband's  life.  Now»  watch  them  well,  and  tell 
me  what  you  see.'' 

"  ^gisthos,"  said  Thasnelda,  **  appears  to  have 
something  in  his  hand." 

"  It  is  the  poison !"  exclaimed  her  companion,  in  a 
loud,  angry  tone  of  voice. 

*'  Ob,  the  poor  king,  how  I  pity  him !"  murmured 
the  damsel;  *^ what  a  wife!  and  what  a  subject! 
To  tbink  that  they  should  try  to  assassinate  him  so 
soon  after  his  return  from  the  wars,  in  which  be 
has  covered  himself  with  glory !" 

** There!'*  cried  the  Preefect,  suddenly, — **do 
look  at  the  villain  now  !  He  is  in  the  very  act  of 
patting  the  poison  into  the  king's  cup,  which  he  ma* 
nages  with  so  much  dexterity,  that  although  we  and 
the  rest  of  the  spectators, — amounting,  I  should 
think,  to  about  a  hundred  thousand  souls, — ^plainly 
see  what  he  is  about,  Agamemnon  is  himself  quite 
blind  to  the  whole  infamous  transaction.'' 

"  Dear  me! — ^is  not  that  rather  improbable?"  said 
the  young  lady,  op^ng  her  eyes. 

''  It  isy"  replied  her  friend,  **  but  this  is  the  way 
in  which  things  are  always  managed  on  the  stage. 
And  what  makes  the  matter  the  more  remarkable  in 
the  present  case  is,"  added  he,  **  that  JSgisthus  does 
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nol  even  gifie  bianelf  the  titrable  of  oonceriiiig'  what 
he  is  about,  but  actually  holds  op  the  gobtel  under 
the  Terj  wise  of  his  inteoded  vbtiin,  while  he4fop« 
the  poison  into  it,  and  Clytemnestra  eneoiirages  hin 
to  drink.' 

''  That  is  strange,  indeed !"  said  Thnsnelda ;  «« and 
really»  I  do  not  now  think  so  badly  of  the  conspira- 
tors as  I  did  a  little  while  ago,  for  it  is  very  plain 
that  Agamemnon  is  a  consenting  party  himself." 

«' WelU  well;  perhaps  after  all  that  may  be  the 
case/'  replied  Yitalianus.  ''At  any  rate,  yon  see 
that  he  has  tossed  off  the  whole  contents  of  the  cup, 
and  now  sits  smiling  upon  his  execntioners  with  a 
benign  aspect  It  is  tmly  astonishing  with  how  mnch 
composure  he  abides  his  doom, — which  most  needs 
be  an  awful  one — unless,  indeed,  he  knows  his  con- 
stitution to  be  fortified  by  some  Mithridatian  anti- 
dote. iEg^sthus  and  Clytemnestra  are,  in  the  mean 
time  no  less  observant  of  him.  They  both  keep 
staring  him  in  the  face, — very  evidently  under  the 
idea  of  seeing  it  turn  black  from  the  eflects  of  the 
empoisoned  draught.  But  you  see  it  does  not 
change.  There  he  still  sits,  looking  quite  cool  and 
comfortable,—- much  more  so,  indeed,  than  the  lanr- 
derers  themselves.  They  know  not  what  to  make 
of  it.  They  begin  to  think  that  they  have  mMMy 
got  to  do  with  a  real,  genuine,  veritable  king  of 
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Poiilii$,  and  that  they  have  beea  pnictiniig'  upon  him 
U^  no  porpoie.  Ah ! — there  they  ore  again,  at  their 
vhisperiogs*  as  before!  That  it  just  what  I  ex- 
pected* They  are  getting  out  of  all  patience.  They 
think  that  their  first  plot  having  failed*  they  mast  now 
concoct  another.  We  shall  soon  see  the  result  of 
their  treasonable  cabals." 

And  now  commenced  one  of  the  grandest  scenes 
in  the  whole  drama.  All  of  a  sudden  the  banqueting 
table  was  cleared  away,  leaving  a  vast  open  space  in 
the  centre  of  the  stage,  on  each  side  of  which  the 
company  who  .had  been  seated  at  the  table,  ranged 
themselves  in  two  equal  rows,  the  one  being  headed 
by  Agamemnon,  with  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  and 
the  other  by  Clytemnestrai  armed  and  apparelled  like 
an  Amazon.  Dulcet  sounds  then  broke  forth  from 
the  orchestra ;  the  combatants  on  both  sides  of  the 
honse  simultaneously  raised  their  right  legs, — pointed 
their  right  toes, — leapt,  flung,  twirled,  and  pirouetted 
towards  each  other  across  the  stage, — encountered 
about  half  way, — flourished  their  weapons  in  the  air ; 
clashed  them  together  to  the  sound  of  the  music, — 
and,  finally,  engaged,  pell-mell,  in  a  fight,  unprece- 
d^ited  for  the  ingenuity  with  which  it  was  contrived, 
and  unparalleled  for  the  dexterity  with  which  it  was 
tbfoagbout  executed. 

VOL.  II.  c 
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"  Well  done !  well  done !"  cried  the  Pnefect,  in 
an  ecstacy.  "  Beautifully  conceired  !  admirably 
performed !  NothiDg  can  be  finer  than  the  whole 
display." 

"  Nor  more  true  to  nature,"  added  Thusnelda,  in 
an  under  voice. 

A  single  combat  now  seemed  about  to  take  place 
between  Agamemnon  and  his  wife.     Hand  in  hand 
they  came  forward  to  the  front  of  the  stage,  bowed 
gracefully  to  the  audience,  (who  returned  their  salu- 
tation with  enthusiasm),  and   commenced  what  m 
modem  parlance  would  be  termed  a  pas  de  deux,  in 
the  course  of  which,  as  they  skipped,  capered,  and 
nourished  about,  they  alternately  aimed  smart  cats  at 
each  other's   heads  with  their   broad-swords.    The 
Praefect  was  in  raptures  at  the  sight.     "  Look,  look !" 
cried  he,  "  how  exquisitely  they  dance  and  fight  at 
the  same  time.     It  is  a  thing   quite  wonderful  to 
behold.     But  the  lady  has  the  best  of  it.    She  will 
assuredly  prove  the  victor  in  the  end." 
i    And  so  in   fact  did  it  turn  out.     For  after  the 
skirmish  had  continued  some  time,  this  warlike  prin- 
cess, taking  advantage  of  an  inadvertent  movement 
on  the  part  of  her  foe,  bestowed  a  stroke  upon  his 
pericranium  with  such  force,   that   it    brought  him 
roaring  to  the  earth,  where  he  lay  frightfully  convulsed 
for  a  brief  space,  and  then,  to  all  outward  seeming, 
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made  a  sudden  departure  from  this  sublunary  state 
of  being. 

''That  is  it!  that  is  it!"  shouted  the  Prefect; 
*'  I  said  how  it  would  be !  The  wretched  woman 
has  at  last  stain  her  husband.  However/'  continued 
he,  addressing  himself  to  Thnsnelda,  "  though  she 
has  undoubtedly  perpetrated  a  great  crime,  much 
may  be  said  in  extenuation  of  the  offence.  Agamem- 
non is  well  known  to  have  outraged  her  maternal 
feelings  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  daughter  Iphigenia, 
besides  which  he  had  provoked  her  jealousy  by  his 
unjustifiable  flirtation  with  Cassandra  at  the  siege  of 
Troy.  You  are  not  therefore  to  suppose  that  she 
was  simply  actuated  by  her  ill-judged  passion  for 
iEgisthus." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


INTBRLUDBS. 


Th£  first  act  was  now  brought  to  a  close.  The 
dead  body  of  Agamemnon  had  been  borne  off  the 
stage  with  great  pomp,  to  the  sound  of  solemn  music 
performed  by  the  whole  orchestra,  while  iEgistfans 
and  Clytemnestra  (after  congratulating  each  other, 
in  dumb  show,  upon  the  success  of  their  enterprise) 
very  consistently  enacted  the  part  of  chief  mourners. 
Every  one^  in  short,  had  retired  behind  the  scenes ; 
and  the  stage  was  left  completely  vacant. 

A  strange  sound  now  rose  in  the  house.  It  was 
not  like  the  sound  of  the  plaudits  which  had  been 
occasionally  heard  before;  neither  did  it  resemble 
that  sibiline  expression  of  contempt  often  heard  in 
an  ancient  theatre  as  well  as  in  a  modern  one;  it 
was  something  between  the  two>  yet  clearly  different 
from  either.  A  low,  dull,  uninterrupted  hum,  firat 
struck  upon  the  ear.      This  sound  gradual^  in- 
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creased ;  grew  loader,  and  more  defined ;  filled  the 
whole  edifice  with  its  Tolume,  and  re-echoed  beyond 
the  oat  ward  wails.  Thasnelda  likened  it,  as  she  lis- 
tened»  to  the  remote  roarings  of  the  sea. 

This  clamour,  inarticulate  as  it  was,  seemed  to  be 
perfectly  understood  by  the  Praefect,  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  in  the  Podiam«  Starting  from  his 
seat,  "  There  they  are/'  said  the  great  functionary, 
"calling  for  an  interlude.  I  suppose  it  must  be 
granted  to  them;  the  demand  is  reasonable,  and 
cannot.be  refused;  they  have  a  right  to  make  it 
between  the  acts.  But  what  sort  of  sport  shall  wtf 
select  for  their  amusement  V* 

'*  Let  there  be  a  fight  of  gladiators,"  said  his 
amiable  wife. 

''It  is  objectionable/*  answered  the  husband; 
**  there  are  too  many  Christians  in  the  house ;  they 
are  a  prejudiced  set.'' 

"  Well,  then,  a  combat  of  wild  beasts,"  suggested 
the  lady.  ' 

'*  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  of  them  in  readi- 
netB,'*  replied  the  great  man.  "  Besides,"  added  he, 
"these  are  a  kind  of  spectacles  which  are  now 
getting  oat  of  date.  We  should  find  something 
better, —  something  more  original  and  new.  I  wish 
we  could  imitete  Nero,  and  get  somebody  to  per-* 
sonate  Icarus  with  his  waxen  wings  flying  through 
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the  air.  Bat  I  fear  that  is  impossible.  We  most 
content  ourselves  with  something  less  difficult  to 
perform.  But  what  shall  it  be,  I  say?  that  is  the 
question."  Then  casting  down  his  eyes,  and  ponder- 
ing for  a  few  moments,  a  malicious  smile  was  seen 
gradually  diffusing  itself  across  his  face;  all  who 
observed  it  trembled  at  the  sight. 

<<  Evreka!"  cried  he,  rubbing  his  hands  ;  "  it  will 
just  be  the  very  thing  for  them." 

Then  turning  towards  Snillius  Crassus,  who  sat 
dozing  on  his  chair,  **  My  worthy  friend,"  said  he, 
'^  we  shall  want  your  assistance  presently  to  amuse 
the  company.  But  do  not  frighten  yourself;  we 
shall  take  care  not  to  hurt  you  more  than  can  be 
helped." 

The- fat  man  rose  hastily  from  his  seat,  turned  pale, 
and  shivered. 

*'  Keep  yourself  in  readiness,"  continued  the  dig* 
nitary,  ^'  you  will  soon  be  wanted  ;   but  there  are  a 

few  directions  which  I  must  give  first  concemingf 

■MA*. " 
you. 

So  saying,  he  called  for  his  writing  tablets,  and 

proceeded  to  indite  a  note,  apparently  of  some  length, 

which   having  sealed  and  directed,   he  despatched 

behind  the  scenes,  where  it  was  probably  delivered  to 

the  '*  manager,"  or  some  corresponding  functiMiaiy 

of  the  theatre. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PESO    AND  'tHB   PBJBFECT.  31 

An  interval  of  profoand  silence  now  enaaed;  a  sign 
from  the  Praefect  having  informed  the  audience  that 
the  spectacle  which  they  had  demanded  was  in  pre- 
paration. This  state  of  things  did  not  last  long.  A 
Domber  of  persons  were  seen  crowding  out  apon  the 
stage  from  behind  the  curtain.  But  they  were  not 
dressed  like  actors ;  neither  did  they  apparently  come 
forth  in  order  to  perform.  They  looked  like  mere 
common  artisans  and  mechanics,  provided  with  their 
tools ;  and  such  it  soon  proved  they  were.  Setting 
to  work  in  a  body,  they  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
long,  narrow,  sloping  scaffold,  the  upper  end  of  whicb 
was  situated  on  the  back  part  of  the  stage,  and  built 
up  to  an  immense  height,  while  the  remainder  was 
continued  over  the  Proscenium,  the  Podium,  and 
even  down  into  the  Cavea,  or  pit,  still  descending  as 
it  went,  and  forming,  when  completed,  a  sort  of  arti- 
ficial hill,  so  steep  as  to  be  almost  precipitous,  and  of 
so  slight  a  fabric  that  it  seemed  incapable  of  bearing 
any  weight  greater  than  that  of  a  child,  or  a  monkey, 
on  its  slanting  surface.  This  strange,  anomalous 
looking  structure  was  commenced  and  finished  by 
the  artificers  with  a  despatch  which  seemed  little 
short  of  miraculous,  and  which  could  only  be  ac*» 
coanted  for  by  supposing  that  they  had  often  been 
employed  on  works  of  the  same  sort  before. 

With  breathless  attention,  had  the  whole  body  of 
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spectators  watched  its  progress.  Nothing  but  the 
bammeriDg  of  nails,  the  falling  of  planks,  and  other 
mechanical  sounds,  had  been  beard  in  the  house  for 
some  minutes  past. 

**  Now/'  said  the  Preefect,  in  a  deep,  awful  tone  of 
voice,  as  the  reverberation  of  the  last  hammer  died 
away,  and  the  workmen  made  their  exeunt  from  the 
stage; — '*  now !"  he  repeated,  rising  from  his  seat 
suddenly,  and  making  a  gesture  with  his  hand. 

Suillius  Crassus  stood  by,  groaning  audibly,  —  a 
pate,  pitiful  spectacle. 

Vulcatius  Asper  came  forward  from  his  station  in 
the  background,  accompanied  by  two  tall,  strong, 
privates  of  the  guard.  These  men  had,  it  seemed, 
been  previously  instructed  how  to  act,  for  without 
waiting  further  orders,  they  at  once  placed  them- 
selves on  each  side  of  the  unhappy  epicure,  and 
proceeded  to  lead  him  down  from  the  Podium  into 
the  Gavea,  where  they  again  conducted  him  along- 
till  they  reached  the  foot  of  the  newly  erected  scaf- 
fold, which  was  on  a  level  with  the  ground,  and 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  front  seats  of  the 
audience.  Then,  after  a  short  pause,  the  trio  were 
seen  slowly  ascending  the  bill,  while  Vulcatius  Asper 
walked  behind  them,  armed  with  his  drawn  sword, 
with  the  point  of  which  he  seemed  prepared  to  prick 
the  prisoner  in  the  rear,  should  he  endeavour  to 
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recoil.  Of  this  fact  the  wretched  man  was  probably 
aware,  for  notwithstanding  his  very  evident  exhaus^ 
tioQ,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  he  still  kept 
toiling  upwards,  without  once  attempting  to  discon- 
tinue his  unwilling  progress. 

At  last  the  ascent  of  the  whole  scaffold  was  effect- 
ed, from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  Contrary  to  the 
expectations  of  many  of  the  spectators,  the  fragile 
structure  had  not  broken  down  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  four  heavy  men,  although  it  had  been  several 
times  seen  to  vibrate  awfully  during  their  progress. 
Being,  therefore,  arrived  at  the  top,  where  there  was 
a  small  square  platform,  and  which,  (such  was  its 
height)  was  situated  within  a  few  yards  of  the  roof  of 
the  stage,  a  trap-door  was  observed  to  open  just 
above  their  heads,  and  the  whole  party,  with  the 
exception  of  Suillius  Crassus,  forthwith  mounting  a 
ladder,  which  was  let  down  towards  them,  disap* 
peared  from  the  spectators  in  a  few  moments.  The 
vast  figure  of  the  gourmand  was  thus  left  standing 
by  itself,  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the  hill,  full  in  the 
sight  of  the  whole  assembled  multitude* 

After  a  brief  interval  the  trap-door  in  the  roof  was 
again  opened, and  four  things  resembling  pillars,  placed 
at  regular  distances  from  each  other,  were  seen  descend- 
ing towards  the  platform,  followed,  or  rather  accom- 
c  5 
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panted,  by  what  appeared  a  vast  gerpent^  twirling  and 
twisting  in  all  directions  as  it  came  down ;  then  a 
huge,  round,  tun*like  body  made  its  appearance ;  and 
finally,  all  these  strange^  equivocal-looking  objects 
being  seen  in  union,  the  complete  persoB  of  an 
enormous  elephant  was  disclosed  to  view,  swinging 
in  the  air,  and  apparently  in  the  very  act  of  being 
lowered  upon  the  head  of  the  miserable  Grassns,  who, 
either  from  the  dullness  of  his  senses^  or  the  pertur^^ 
bation  of  his  mind,  seemed  wholly  unconscious  that 
he  was  about  to  be  thus  awkwardly  overwhelmed. 

Thusnelda  uttered  an  exclamation  of  horror  at  the 
sight.  *' Great  gods!"  cried  she,  **  the  wretched 
man  will  be  crushed  to  death !" 

"  Never  fear,"  replied  the  Prsefect,  quite  quietly, 
''  he  is  in  no  danger  at  all :  the  elephant  is  not  snch 
a  fool  as  himself,  and  will  keep  out  of  his  way.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  he  will  not  start  when 
he  first  sees  the  animal ;  for  in  that  case,  the  saga* 
cious  creature  will  hardly  be  able  to  avoid  treading 
on  him.     If  he  do  but  stand  firm,  he  is  safe." 

'*  But  he  does  not !"  shrieked  Thusnelda ;  "  be 
has  just  seen  the  elephant !  He  starts,  and  endea- 
vours to  get  out  of  its  way,  but  —  oh!  what  will 
become  of  him  ? —  the  platform  is  too  small  to  bold 
them  both ! — he  must  either  be  trodden  under  foot,  or 
fall  over  the  side,  and  be  dashed  to  pieces." 
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**  No/'  said  tbe  PiBBfect»  ''  he  ia  safe.  Look,  haw 
gu^rly  tbe  glorious  beast  cornea  down  upon  his 
feet, — >ali  four  close  together, — occapying  a  space 
incredibly  smaii» — and  leaving  room  for  the  ancient 
simpleton  to  stand  in  front  of  him." 

''Thanks  to  the  gods!"  exclaimed  Thusnelda; 
**  he  indeed  seems  safe  for  the  present  But  what  is 
to  be  done  next?" 

**  Hush  ¥'  whispered  Vitalianos,  ''  make  use  of 
yonr  eyes.  You  will  soon  see  something  worth  look- 
ing at." 

The  ropes  by  which  the  elephant  had  been  lowered 
from  the  trap-door  were  now  removed,  and  the  mighty 
animal  was  seen  standing  independent  of  control,  in 
that  extraordinary  attitude  which  quadrupeds  of  the 
class  are  represented  as  assuming  when  taught  to 
balance  themselves  on  the  top  of  a  high  post,  where 
the  space  is  hardly  sufficient  to  admit  of  their  four 
feet  being  all  placed  together*    Thus  situated,  the 
prodigious  beast  was  observed  suddenly  to  lower  his 
trunk,  which  had  hitherto  been  flourishing  in  the  air, 
and  therewith  embrace  the  thick  waist  of  the  epicure; 
after  which  he  performed  the  still  more  difficult  feat 
of  raising  the  overloaded  proboscis  to  a  level  with  his 
own  back,  and  thereon  depositing  its  obese  freight 
astride.    Tbe  fat  man  was  apparently  by  no  means 
displeased  with  the  civility  of  his  gigantic  friend. 
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and  made  hiaiiself  as  comfortable  in  bis  new  positioo 
as  circadistances  woold  permit, 

'^  Wbat  a  glorious  actor  tbat  elephant  ia/'  oboer?ed 
the  Prffifecty  *'  how  neatly  be  took  up  the  monster, 
and  placed  him  on  his  back." 

At  this  interesting  juncture,  a  loud  flourish  of 
trumpets  resounded  through  the  house.  All  of  a 
sudden,  the  elephant  reared  upon  his  hind  legs» — 
stood  bolt  upright,  pawing  the  air  with  bis  fore  ones 
for  a  brief  space, —  and  then,  coming  down  upon  all 
fours  with  a  violence  which  seemed  to  threaten  the 
complete  demolishment  of  his  frail  support,  began 
to  execute  a  series  of  evolutions  not  unRke  a 
modem  hornpipe,  though  performed  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  platform,  and  at  an  elevation 
from  the  ground  sufficient  to  have  shaken  the  equa- 
nimity of  any  human  figurante  in  existence.  Shuf- 
fling about  with  bus  feet,  the  immense  animal  con- 
trived'to  alter  bis  position  repeatedly,  and  present 
himself  in  all  points  of  view  to  the  spectators,  yet 
without  once  transgressing  the  prescribed  bounds,  or 
hazarding  his  security  by  approaching  too  near  the 
verge  of  the  small  plane  to  which  he  was  confined. 

Meanwhile  Suiliius  Crassus,  converted  for  the 
nonce  into  a  theatrical  equestrian  of  the  first  class, — 
if,  indeed,  the  rider  of  an  elephant  may  be  so  temed 
without  the  commission  of  too  gross  a  solecisoi^'^-sat 
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firmly  imlanced  in  his  seat,  comparting  hiaiself  on  the 
whole  with  far  more  pluck,  courage,  and  dexterity 
than  conld  have  been  expected  from  the  eneryating 
habits  in  which  he  was  well  known  to  have  previously 
indulged,  and  displacing  a  resignation  to  bis  fate 
more  befitting  a  philosophical  stoic^  or  a  Chris- 
tian martyr,  than  characteristic  of  a  mere  luxurious 
sensualist  and  habitual  '*  diner-out.*' 

This  extravagant  exhibition  w&s  hailed  on  the  part 

of  the  spectators  with  an  enthusiasm  which  it  is  im« 

possible  to  describe.     At  one  and  the  same  moment 

were    a    hundred    thousand-  voices   raised   to  their 

highest  pitch,  and  united  in  a  torrent  of  applause, 

deafening  to  the  ears,  appalling  to  the  heart,  and 

stupifying  in  its  efi^ect  upon  the  mental  faculties. 

But  these  plaudits,  rapturous  as  they  were,  did  not 

last  long.    The  elephantine  hornpipe,  by  which  they 

had  been  elicited  was  soon  brought  to  a  close ;  and 

as  the  huge  quadruped  be<$ame  quiescent,  the  cheer- 

ings  died  away,  and  were  succeeded  by  a  calm.'    All 

eyes  were  then  rivetted  on  the  performers; — it  was 

evident  that  they  were  preparing  for  a  start*     Full 

upon    the  summit  of  the   hill  stood  the  enormous 

beast;  its  proboscis  flourishing  in  the  air;  its  eyes 

fixed  sternly  on  the  audience,  and  its  mouth  half 

a/pen.     Erect  upon  its  neck,  with  his  short,  thick  legs 

wedged  firmly  in  between  the  shoulders  and  the  ears. 
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sat  the  redoubted  rider,  now  apparently  quite  confi- 
dent in  himself,  and  well  satisfied  with  his  steed; 
while  the  jaontiness  of  his  aspect  was  still  farther  in* 
creased  by  a  small,  square,  flame-coloured  flag,  some- 
n  hat  pompously  displayed  in  either  of  bis  hands* 

All  of  a  sudden,  the  elephant  uttered  a  load, 
shrill,  piercing  cry;  trampled  for  a  few  moments 
without  quitting  bis  place;  and  then  springing  for- 
ward commenced  bis  career  down  the  inclined  plane, 
with  a  speed  and  impetuosity  which  defy  descriptioo. 
The  whole  fragile  structure  seemed  to  splinter  be- 
neath bis  tread;  the  thundering  sound  of  his  immense 
hoofs  re-echoed  through  the  edifice ;  and  a  deafening 
roar  burst  involuntarily  from  the  spectators  as  the? 
watched  his  progress. 

And  well  might  the  multitude  in  the  pit  tremble 
at  his  approach.  The  enormous  animal  was  appa- 
rently in  the  very  act  of  rushing  in  amongst  them. 
Down,  down,  from  the  very  roof  over  the  stage,  did 
the  stupendous  monster  come  headlong  on  his 
course. 

An  appalling  uproar,  therefore,  now  took  place. 
Those  who  occupied  the  front  seats,  started  up  pro- 
miscuously, and  endeavoured  to  save  themselves 
either  by  ascending  the  benches  in  their  rear,  or  by 
forcing  their  way  through  the  crowd  on  either  side ; 
but  in  both  cases  they  encountered  equal  difficultiesi 
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the  pressure  of  the  throng  being  every  whoie  the 
same,  and  the  obstacles  in  their  path  every  where 
alike. 

Meanwhile  the  progress  of  the  elephant  was  niiin- 
terrapted.  and  in  less  than  a  second  from  his  first 
setting  off,  the  company  in  the  Podium  looking  up- 
wardSy  beheld  him  trampling  and  snorting  right  over 
their  heads,  while  his  inappropriate  rider,  after  vainly 
endeavouring  to  maintain  his  original  position,  was 
seen  lolling  about  upon  his  seat,  in  so  awkward  an 
attitude  that  he  seemed  on  the  very  point  of  being 
precipitated  to  the  ground. 

**  Save  him  !  save  him  !"  cried  Thusnelda,  almost 
without  knowing  what  she  said,  ''the  miserable  man! 
he  will  be  down  ! " 

**  No  such  thing,"  replied  the  Prafect,  "  see,  bow 
fast  he  holds  on  by  the  ears !  He  is  quite  safe  him- 
self; but  here  come  the  flags."  And  as  he  spoke, 
the  two  little  gaudy-looking  things  came  fluttering 
down  through  the  air,  and  alighted  at  his  feet. 

But  before  they  had  settled  on  the  ground, 
Suillius  Crassus  had  reached  the  end  of  his  journey ; 
and  that,  too,  in  perfect  safety.  Neither  had  any 
mischief  accrued  to  the  company  in  the  pit  from  his 
arrival  in  the  midst  of  them ;  for  no  sooner  did  his 
vast  steed  reach  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  than,  with  the 
most  astonishing  dexterity,  it  at  once  terminated  its 
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career^  drew  up  abruptly,  and  came  to  a  complete 
stand-stilly  within  the  distance  of  a  few  feet  from  the 
affrighted  audience. 

"  Euge  r  said  Vitalianus  to  his  fair  friend,  "  what 
do  you  think  of  that  ?  Did  you  ever  see  such  acting 
before  in  your  life  ?  That  elephant  is  worth  a  thou- 
sand of  the  best  human  actors  that  ever  trod  the 
boards.  By  Jove,  he  is  inimitable! — ^perfectly  in- 
imitable!— and  deserves  to  be  immortalised  by  better 
poets  and  historians  than  any  which  the  present  age 
has  to  boast  of." 

Having  finished  his  panegyric  upon  one  of  the 
performers,  the  great  man  so  far  condescended  as  to 
make  a  few  careless  inquiries  about  the  other ;  aod 
being  told  in  reply,  that  he  was  more  frightened  than 
hurt,  he  commanded  the  poor  wretch  to  be  lifted 
down  from  the  back  of  the  elephant,  where  he  still 
sat,  and  brought  up  into  the  Podium.  These  orders 
being  obeyed,  Suillius  Grassus  was  soon  ushered  into 
"the  presence,"  where  he  stood  quite  motionless; 
puffing,  and  blowing,  and  gasping  for  breath, — the 
very  picture  of  a  stifled  porpoise. 

*'  Well,  Crassus,"  said  the  illustrious  personage, 
''how  did  you  like  your  ride?  It  was  pleasant 
enough,  was  it  not  ?  A  little  too  fast,  perhaps ;  but 
never  mind  that ;  a  man  of  your  sedentary  habits  is 
sure  to  be  the  better  for  a  good  jolting.     It  was  fof 
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that  reason  alone,  I  assure  you^  that  I  chose  yoo  for 
the  rider." 

"  If  that  was  your  reason,  O  most  excellent  Prae- 
fect/'  gasped  out  Saiilius  Crassus,  ''  let  me  humbly 
entreat  you  never  to  display  your  friendship  for  me 
in  the  same  way  again;  for  much  rather  would  I  die 
in  my  bed  of  apoplexy  or  podagra^  than  be  jolted  to 
death  on  the  back  of  an  elephant,  or  break  my  neck 
by  a  fall  from  a  scaffold  sixty  feet  high.'* 

"  But,  after  all,"  rejoined  the  Praefect,  '*  you  have 
neither  broken  your  neck,  nor  been  jolted  to  death  ; 
90  you  have  no  reason  to  complain.  However,"  con- 
tinned  he,  "  now  sit  down  and  rest  yourself;  we  will 
send  for  some  refreshments  for  your  use." 

An  interval  now  ensued,  during  which  the  mul- 
titude in  the  pit  remained  quite  silent,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  podium  employed  themselves  in 
various  ways:  the  Prefect  talked  to  Thusnelda  in  a 
low  voice,  about  the  merits  of  the  elephant  as  an 
actor,  enlarging  upon  its  wonderful  sagacity,  and  as- 
serting that  all  animals  of  its  kind  were  endowed 
with  a  certain  portion  of  the  reasoning  faculty  ;  Lau- 
rentia  Ogulnia  and  Scribonius  M ummius  continued 
their  flirtation  in  a  corner,  chatting  together  fami- 
liarly upon  some  interesting  theme,  the  nature  of 
which  was  unknown  to  all  but  themselves;  Yibius 
Pnppius  reposed  upon  a  couch,  in  solitary  elegance. 
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wholly  engrossed  by  the  oontemplatioo  of  his  own 
amiable  and  attractive  qualities ;  Suilliiis  Crassus  sat 
at  a  small  table»  covered  with  delicious  viands,  which 
had  been  specially  provided  for  his  benefit,  and  to 
which  he  devoted  himself  with  a  perseverance  worthy 
of  his  reputation ;  Auruncns  Flaccus  still  maintained 
his  recumbent  posture  on  the  ground ,  and  still  eoa* 
tinned  to  salute  his  patron's  feet,  without  the  least 
intermission,  though,  apparently^  with  as  much  zest 
as  ever.  Vulcatius  Asper,  also,  still  stood  at  his 
post  in  a  military  dress,  looking  as  sUffi  vigilant^  and 
attentive  to  his  duties  as  he  ought. 

After  some  time  passed  thus,  certain  symptoms  of 
impatience  began  to  show  themselves  in  the  pit 
Coughings,  sneezings,  gruntings,  groanings,  moan- 
ings,  whistlings,  whoopings,  hootings,  rose  in  regular 
gradation  from  the  mob.  These  inarticulate  soundt 
were  followed  after  a  while  by  a  more  intelligible  ciy 
of  "the  play!  the  play!"  uttered  by  about  twenty 
thousand  voices  at  once.  The  Pra^fect  discontinued 
his  conversation  with  Thusnelda,  and  lent  ear  to  the 
summons.  ''What  is  the  matter  now?"  said  he, 
looking  round  him,  first  at  the  people  in  the  cavea, 
and  then  at  the  stage,  which  remained  quite  vacant; 
"  what  can  be  the  reason  of  the  delay?  Surely  they 
must  have  had  time  to  prepare  things  for  the  secood 
act,  during  the  performance  of  the  interlude."    So 
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saying,  he  despatched  a  messenger  behind  the  scenes 
to  make  inquiries.  The  man  soon  came  back,  and 
with  an  odd  expression  of  countenance,  informed  his 
master  that  one  of  the  principal  actors  was  unwell, 
and  unable  to  perform  bis  part.  Upon  being  further 
questioned,  he  stated  that  Basilides  himself  had 
given  him  the  answer,  and  added,  that  the  indispo- 
sition alluded  to  was  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  and 
net  likely  to  continue  long. 

''  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Basilides  is  quite  well 
himself,"  said  Lanrentia  Oguinia,  parenthetically, 
"  who  cares  for  the  rest  V 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Vitalianus  ordered 
the  public  crier  to  repeat  it  nearly  in  the  same  words 
to  the  people,  and  to  add,  that  as  some  delay  might 
yet  occur  before  the  performance  of  the  next  act,  a 
sftcond  interlude  should  be^exhibited  for  their  amuse- 
ment in  the  mean  time. 

This  announcement  was  greeted  with  immense 
applause.  Indeed,  the  populace  seemed  even  more 
delighted  at  the  promised  spectacle  than  they  would 
have  been  with  the  continuance  of  the  drama  itself, 
and  when  an  immense  crowd  of  artificers  were  seen 
coming  forth  upon  the  stage,  and  commencing  tbe 
erection  of  a  house,  which,  though  no  material  but 
wood  was  employed  in  its  construction,  in  height  and 
extent  almost  equalled  a  palace, — a  palace,  too,   in 
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which  the  most  exact  atteotioD  to  the  roles  of  arehi- 
tectore  was  displayed, — ^the  transports  of  the  specta* 
tors  were  only  equalled  by  their  astonishment  at  a 
sight  so  novel,  and  for  which  they  were  so  wholly 
unprepared. 

When  this  damus  was  completed,  it  occopied 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  stage,  and  exhibited  in  front 
a  long  row  of  Corinthian  columns,  with  a  magnificent 
entablature,  and  all  the  other  architectural  acces- 
saries of  a  classical  edifice.  Nor  was  the  inside  less 
carefully  attended  to  than  the  exterior,  being  de- 
corated throughout  with  the  most  rare,  costly,  and 
sumptuous  furniture  that  could  be  procured ;  while 
the  whole  work  was  finished  with  a  rapidity  even 
more  remarkable  than  that  shown  in  the  constroctionf 
of  the  scaffold  itself. 

The  artificers  having  re^iredi  the  pantomimes  came 
forward,  and  performed  a  short  drama,  conststing 
only  of  a  single  scene,  in  which  they  represented  a 
body  of  incendiaries,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
bnrning  down  the  house.  After  a  good  deal  of  mom* 
mery,  they  proceeded  to  execute  this  nefmrions  de- 
sign, by  lighting  their  flambeaux,  singing  a  fine  soag 
in  concert,  dancing  a  rigadoon,  (or  something  wbieh 
strongly  resembled  that  species  of  dance)  and  piro«- 
etting  towards  the  house  till  they  surrounded  it  on  all 
sides,  when  (still  to  the  sound  of  music)  they  sirant- 
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taneonaly  raised  their  ngfat  bands,  flourished  their 
brands  in  the  air,  and  at  one  and  the  same  moment, 
cast  them  against  the  inanimate  object  of  their  wrath, 
which,  combostibla  as  it  was,  presently  became  in- 
flamed, and  burnt  with  a  fary  unprecedented  in  the 
annals  of  theatrical  conflagrations.  Then,  with  un- 
paralleled bravery,  the  whole  pantomimic  troop 
rosfaed  amongst  the  flames,  made  their  way  into 
the  interior  of  the  building,  and  without  more  ado, 
proceeded  to  rifle  it  of  its  contents,  which  they  were 
permitted  by  the  great  man  who  had  authorised  the 
bonfire,  to  appropriate  to  their  own  use,  as  a  reward 
for  the  danger  they  encountered  in  its  rescue.  No- 
thing could  be  more  splendid  than  the  spectacle,  as 
th^  were  thus  seen  rushing  through  the  flames  in  all 
directions,  loaded  with  costly  pieces  of  furniture,  or 
endeavouring  to  extinguish  the  fire  which  they  had 
themselves  raised,  by  means  of  the  syphons  *  which 
they  directed  against  the  same ;  and  in  so  doing,  not 
only  obtained  an  opportunity  of  showing  ofl^  their 
skill,  but  also  of  displaying  a  courage  and  presence 
of  mind  worthy  of  the  pious  ^neas,  when  he  rescued 
his  aged  father  from  the  flames  of  Troy ;  nay,  be- 
fitting the  renowned  Higginbottom  himself,  who,  at 
an  after  period,  gained  immortal  glory  by  aspiring 
*'his  brother  chief  to  save,"  amid  ''the  solpbnry 
•  Fire^ngmes. 
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stench  and  boiling  drench"  of  the  neTer-to-b^for- 
gotten  conflagration  in  Drury-lane. 

At  lengthy  the  vhole  house  being  burnt  down  to 
the  ground^  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fanuture 
rescued  by  the  actors,  the  still  smouldering  ashes 
were  carefully  swept  away,  and  the  stage  left  ▼aeant. 
Nor  did  -any  danger  accrue  to  the  theatre  from  the 
exhibition,  the  edifice  being  constructed  of  far  too 
substantial  materials  to  sustain  any  injury  from  the 
flames.  The  smoke  alone  incommoded  the  specta* 
tors,  and  even  this  inconvenience  was  neither  unen- 
durable nor  lasting,  as,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
stage)  the  whole  building  was  without  a  roof,  and 
only  closed  in  at  top  by  means  of  a  vast  awning, 
stretched  across  from  side  to  side,  which,  though  in 
ordinary  cases,  a  sufficient  protection  against  the 
weather,  was  no  impassable  barrier  either  to  the  ad^ 
mission  of  air,  or  the  outlet  of  smoke. 

After  all,  the  audience  did  not  seem  so  well  pleased 
with  this  latter  exhibition  as  they  had  been  with  the 
former  one.  Instead  of  greeting  it  with  plaudits, 
they  preserved  a  solemn  silence,  only  broken  at  inter- 
vals by  a  low  indistinct  murmur,  betokening  any 
thing  but  approbation  or  delight.  The  Prefect  was 
not  slow  in  divining  the  cause  of  their  discontent ; 
he  immediately  guessed  that  it  was  no  oihat  than 
their  envy  and  jealousy  of  the  actors  for  being  per- 
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mitted  to  rifle  the  borning  honse,  while  they  were 
themselves  prohibited  from  sharing  in  the  spoils. 
Acknowledging  within  himself,  therefore,  that  he 
had  been  gnilty  of  a  great  mistake  in  making  this  ar- 
rangement, he  endeavoured  to  atone  for  it,  by  com- 
ing forward  to  the  front  of  the  Podinm^  and  from 
thence  distributing  not  only  handfolls  of  money 
amongst  the  crowd,  but  tickets  and  orders  for  pro- 
perty to  an  immense'  amount,  in  cash,  houses,  and 
estates  :  an  act  of  generosity  which  was  followed  by  a 
scramble  amongst  the  recipients  perfectly  terrible  to 
behold,  and  which,  after  all,  did  not  succeed  in  ap- 
peasing their  discontent,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
aU  sharing  alike,  and  obtaining  an  equal  portion  of 
the  fnictifying  shower.  Jealousy  of  each  other  ac- 
cordingly succeeded  to  their  jealousy  of  the  players ; 
and  the  result  of  the  whole  was,  that  as  they  could  no 
longer  with  any  show  of  reason  complain  of  the  illibe- 
rality  of  their  ruler,  however  unequally  they  might 
have  shared  in  his  gifts,  tbey  applied  themselves  with 
much  industry  and  perseverance  to  discover  some 
more  specious  pretext  for  a  display  of  their  discon- 
tent. Nor  were  they  long  at  a  loss  for  the  excuse 
tbey  sought,  a  report  having  very  conveniently  gone 
forth  amongst  them  touching  the  illness  of  the  actor 
on  account  of  which  the  performance  had  been  post- 
poned, and  which  still  seemed  to  exist,  notwithstand- 
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u;  the  11 J  III  MM  ai  tkey  had  received  of  its  tenporary 
chancier.  ATailing  themsdves  of  this  report,  they 
nam  Tociferoiislj  dnassaded  that  the  two  chief  Pan- 
lomimes,  Basiiides  and  Glaphjrus*  should  be  pro- 
dnc«d  apoo  the  stage,  in  older,  as  they  said,  to  proTO 
that  neitlier  of  them  had  been  slain,  or  disabled  by 
the  other  during  the  preceding  act 

When  the  Prefect  first  heard  this  oproar,  which 
was  of  the  most  astounding  character,  he  did  not  so 
fully  compreh^id  its  import  as  to  be  able  to  reply. 
Calling  for  the  crier,  therefore,  he  desired  him  to 
proclaim  silence,  and  demand  what  the  people  asked.* 
••  Tacete!  tacete! — ^be  silent," — cried  the  official 
with  a  loud  voice,  having  mounted  the  Proscenium, 
in  order  to  render  his  person  the  more  conspicuous, 
and  his  words  the  better  heard. 

The  assembly  gradually  obeyed  the  order;  rather 
because  they  guessed  its  meaning  than  because  the 
sound  had  reached  their  ears. 

Then  with  stentorian  lungs,  the  man  proceeded  to 
demand  the  nature  of  the  tumult,  and  its  cause. 
**  What  do  ye  ^sk  ?  what  do  ye  ask  ?*'  he  vociferated, 
"  why  do  ye  thus  disturb  the  peace  of  the  theatre  t** 
Presently  a  loud  clamorous  sound  was  beard  in  re- 
ply. To  Thusnelda  it  was  unintelligible;  but  hy 
those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  interpreting  suck 
multitudinous   cries    it   was    understood   to 
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^  6Ja|iiijni8  has  been  slaiii,  or'woaadad;  Baalides 
sittids  aeenied  of  the  crime;  let  them  both  ooiie 
Mb  and  show  themselves,  or  we  will  not  dUbeUef  e 
ths  charge." 

This  answer  being  commnnicated  to  the  Pnefeot, 
"papoiT^  exclaimed  he»  ^  here  is  a  pretty  piece  of 
business !  Is  it  possible  that  there  can  be  any  truth 
in  the  aceosation  ? — and  where  did  the  peojde  get 
hold  of  the  tale?"  Then  desiring  the  crier  to  inform 
the  people  that  they  should  be  satisfied,  he  was  jost 
ahimt  to  despatch  a  messenger  behind  the  scenes, 
when  Yibios  Pnppius*  started'  up,  and  declared  that 
he  would  take  upon  himself  the  task  of  making  the 
necessary  inquiries*  and  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the 
»tory  they  had  heard ;  /'  for/' jwid  he,  "  it  would  ill 
become  me  to  sit  here  idly,  if  ray  distinguished  client 
hassofferied  wrong^'or  sustained  injury/ at  the  hands 
ofanyone/^ 

''  Nor  would  it  become  .me/' .  said  Scribonius 
Mommins,  also  rising  from  his  seat,  "  to  nt  here 
Usteoing  to  the  calumnies  lerelled  against  my  client 
Basilides,  without  taking  measures  to'disprove  them. 
With  our  lord's  leaVe,  therefore,  I  shall  accompany 
Tibins  Poppius  behind  the  iBceaes,  and  inquire  into 
the  stary  as  well  as  himself*" 

^'.Do.so,"  said  the  great  man ;  /'  go,  both  of  you, 
and  lose  no  time." 

VOL.  II.  D 
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''  Yes,  go/'  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  to  Scribonius 
Mammitts,  laying  her  hand  upon  his  shoulder  as  she 
spoke,  *'  go,  my  dear  friend,  and  protect  yonr  illaa- 
trioas  client  from  the  machinations  of  the  bad ;  they 
are  bent  on  his  destruction,  it  is  clear." 

The  two  patrons  now  set  out  on  their  expedition, 
and  no  sooner  did  they  reach  the  Postscenium,  which, 
though  not  fitted  up  precisely  in  the  same  way, 
answered  the  purpose  of  a  *'  green-room"  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  actors,  than  their  ears  were 
assailed  by  a  sound  not  unlike  the  caterwauling  of 
feline  quadrupeds,  and  their  eyes  shocked  by  the 
sight  of  the  two  chief  Pantomimes,  (now  no  longer 
worthy  of  the  name,)  apparently  just  about  to  engage 
each  other  in  single  combat,  though  armed  only  with 
their  own  claws,  while  a  vast  body  of  theatrical  un* 
derstrappers  vainly  endeavoured  to  divert  them  from 
their  awful  purpose.  The  faces  of  both  the  duellists 
were  flushed  with  rage,  their  teeth  set  close,  their 
hands  raised  on  high,  and  the  digits  thereunto  be* 
longing  separated  from  each  other^  and  curved  in- 
wards like  the  talons  of  a  bird. 

Vibius  Puppius  and  Scribonius  Mnmmius  rushed 
in  eagerly  between  the  belligerents,  for,  rejoiced  as 
they  were  to  find  that  no  deed  of  blood  had  as  yet 
been  perpetrated,  they  still  saw  clearly  that  their 
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atmost  efforts  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  one 
from  taking  place.  But  as  soon  as  they  were 
reec^nised  by  the  contending  parties,  it  appeared  that 
their  mediation  was  likely  to  be  more  snocessfnl  than 
that  of  the  "  nnder  spar-leathers/'  whose  low  estate 
had  caosed  them  to  be  overlooked,  while  the  rank 
and  dignity  of  the  new  comers  gave  them  an  influence 
to  which  the  enraged  actors  conld  not  but  succumb, 
Neyertfaeless,  though  they  dtscentinued  their  strife, 
and  even  evinced  something  like  shame  at  being 
fonod  engaged  in  it,  the  two  Pantomimes  still  kept 
up  a  wordy  war  with  as  much  vigour  as  before,  or 
rather  with  increased  energy  md  virulence,  forasmuph 
as  that  the  play  of  their  rhetoric  was  now  no  longer 
confined  to  reciprocal  abuse,  or  mutual  Tituperation, 
but  took  the  wider  range  of  accusations  against  each 
other,  and  appeals  to  their  respective  patrons,  as 
umpires  and  arbitrators  in  the  dispute.  From  these 
recriminatory  tirades,  it  appeared  that  Basilides 
charged  his  rival  with  having  cruelly  and  treacher- 
ously bitten  a  small  piece  out  of  one  of  his  ears 
during  the  first  scene  of  the  play,  while  Glapbyms 
accused  the  said  Basilides  of  having  revenged  himself 
for  tlie  alleged  assault  upon  his  auricular  feature,  by 
inflicting  a  real,  genuine,  and  tremendous  blow  upon 
his  (Glaphyrus's)  scull  during  the  performance  of  the 
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pas  de  deux,  notwithstaiiduig  that  by  all  previoaa 
coyenants  he  had  been  bound  to  do  no  more  than 
execute  the  semblance. of  a  sligbt.cut,  sufficiently 
palpable  to  cheat  the  audience  into. the  belief  that 
Agamemnon  bad  been  slain,  but  not  forcible  enough 
to  injure  one  hfur  of  the  recipient's  head*  **  Such  was 
the  violence  of  the  blow/'  added  Glapbyrus,  *'that 
I  was  knocked  flat  down  upon  the  stage,  as  indeed 
every  one  must  have  seen*  although  many  no  doubt 
supposed  I  fell  of  my  own  accord,  and  praised 
that  as  good  acting  which  was  in .  fact  merely  the 
effect  of  a  real  impetus ;  as  they  did  also  in  the. case 
of  the  kicks  and  struggles  which  I  performed  after- 
wards upon  .  the  ground ;  —  they  were  simply  the 
result  of  the  horrible  agonies  I  endured,  but  every 
one  present  supposed  them  to  be  the  counterfeited 
throes  of  an  imaginary. death." 

"  There  is  for  you  !".  said  Vibius  Puppius,  indig- 
nantly, at  the  conclusion  of  this  awful  narrative; 
**  what  do  yon  think,  O  Mummius,  of  the  conduct  of 
your  beloved  client  now  ?" 

**  Think  !"  replied  the  sage,  fiercely,  "  I  think,  0 
Puppius,  that  such  conduct,  though  not  unexoeptioo- 
able,  is  noble  in  comparison  with  the  mean,  paltry, 
dastardly  crime  of  biting  a  mouthful  out  of  a  man's 
ear,  under  the  mask  of  friendship." 
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''It  has  not  stopped  bleeding  yet,"  chimed  in 
BasilideSf  willing  to  excite  sympathy ;  tnrniDg  up 
006  ride  of  his  head  at  the  same  time,  and  holding 
out  the  lacerated  member  for  the  inspection  of  the 
whole  company,  patrons,  nnder-strappers,  and  all ;  — 
*'Ix)ok  ere,  did  yon  hever  see  such  a  hear  in  your 
Kfc?'' 

"  Horrible  !  horrible  I"  cried  about  one-half  of  the 
mmiber,  being  the  followers  of  Basilides.  ''Bat! 
iotr  cried  the  other  half,  who  were  the  partisans 
of  Glaphyms. 

''Well,  well,"  said  Vibius  Puppius,  more  ration- 
^ly  than  conid  have  been  expected  from  his  charac- 
^»  ''these  recriminations  are  of  no  avail;  the 
P^ple  are  waiting  for  the  play ;  neither  of  the  actors 
tfe  80  much  disabled  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  ;  let 
all  private  animosities  be  laid  aside  for  the  present^ 
Slid  let  the  drama  be  continued.  This  is  my  advice, 
and  if  yon  do  not  act  upon  it,  you  will  all  bitterly 
repent  The  Prefect  is  not  a  man  to  be  trifled  with, 
as  you  know/' 

And  in  effect,  as  this  advice  was  unquestionably 
judieions,  it  was  forthwith  followed.  The  two  patrous 
of  the  players  did  not,  however,  return  into  the 
psUio  portion  of  the  theatre,  bnt  merely  despatched 
a  message  to  the  Prsefect  to  inform  him  of  the  occur- 
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rences  which  had  taken  place,  and  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  made;  they  remained  where  they 
were  themseWes,  for  the  laudable  and  beneToleot 
purposes  of  keeping  peace  between  the  still  irritated 
rivals,  and  "seeing/'  as  they  asserted,  ''jaatice  done 
to  each*" 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE   DBAHA. — ACT  THE  8BC0KD,   AND   ACT   THe' 
THIBI>. 

When  Vitalianiis  received  this  message,  he  caused 
the  same  to  be  communicated  through  the  medium  of 
the  crier  to  the  spectators ;  who,  however,  did  not 
seem  by  any  means  well  satisfied  with  the  intelligence, 
and  still  kept  murmorbg  loudly,  nay,  at  intervals 
vociferating  with  as  much  vehemence  as  before.  And 
so  things  went  on  till  the  commencement  of  the 
second  act.  But  when  the  sound  of  the  music  was 
again  heard,  and  the  great  curtain  was  again  seen 
gradually  descending  towards  the  stage,  the  multi- 
tude once  more  became  pacified,  and  waited  with 
their  former  rapt  attention  for  the  promised  entry  of 
the  mimics. 

Nor  did  they  wait  thus  passively  to  no  purpose :  a 
magnificent  spectacle  was  ere  long  presented  to  them, 
consisting  of  six  thousand  singers,  danoerS)  and  buf- 
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foons,  with  a  proportionable  number  of  horses,  moles, 
and  jack-asses,  the  whole  of  which  muItitDdinoiis 
host,  being  divided  into  two  distinet  troops,  were 
intended  to  represent  the  respective  followers  of  Cly- 
temnestra  and  her  beloved  son  Orestes.  These  two 
last  named  illustrioas  personages  were  themsehres 
seen  coming  forn^ard  on  foot,  at  each  side  of  the 
stage,  the  former  attended  by  her  still  constant  swain 
j^gisthns,  the  latter  without  any  companion  whatso- 
ever, unless  Vibius  Pappius  could  be  considered  in 
that  light,  while  he  walked  by  his  side  with  a  patro- 
nising air,  and  eventually  took  his  station  at  one 
corner  of  the  pulpitum  in  his  vicinity ;  as  Seribonius 
Mummius,  however,  acted  precisely  the  same  part 
in  regard  to  Clytemnestra,  stalking  solemnly  by  her 
side,  and  at  length  fixing  himself  in  a  situation  no 
less*  conspicuous  than  that  occupied  by  his  rival, 
though  at  the  opposite  side  of  .the.  stage,  the  father- 
less Orestes. was  a  solitary  creature  still  in  comparison 
with  h|s  mamma. . 

.  The  Praefect  now  resumed  his  conversation  with 
Thlisnelda«  "  This  is  very  judicious  conduct  in 
our  friends  Seribonius  Mummius  and  Vibius  Pop- 
pius,"  said  he,  alluding  to  their  appearance  on 
the.  stage ;  "  their  presence  will  keep  the  actors 
in  awe,  and  prevent  them  from  quarrelling  again 
openly,  as  they  did  before.     It  is  not,  to  be  sore. 
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quite  in  good  taste  to  have  two  Roman  Senators 
in  their  ordinarjr  dress»  thus  stalking  about. amoagst 
thi9  repiesentatives  of  the  ancient, Greeks;  but  that 
doea  not  signiff ;  the  main  point  is  gained  if  they 
contrive  to  preserve  peace. between. the  rival  Pan<- 
tomimes,  who,  without  such  mediators^  would  iur 
fallibly  come  to  blows  before  the  end  of  the  act.*' 

Clytemnestra  and. Orestes  having  advanced  quite 
to  the .  front  of  the  stage,  now  stood  eyeing  each 
other  from  a  distance,  in  the .  most  savage  and  fero- 
cious manner  that  can  possibly  be. conceived.  The 
Prsefect  watched  them  narrowly.  Then  whispering 
to  Thusnelda,  *'  Look  at .  the  two  ill-conditioned 
churls,''  said  he ;  **  did  you  ever  9ee  anything  so 
diabolical  as  the.expression  of.  their  faces  in  your 
life?  By  Jove,  I  believe  the  miscreants  are  longing 
to  assassinate  each  other  at  thl^  minute,  and  consir 
dering  how.  they  may  best  effect  their,  wicked  pur- 
pose !  However,"  added  he,  in  a  milder  tone,  '*  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  action  of  the  drama  re- 
quires them  to  put  on  an  appearance  of  reciprocal  ill- 
will  and  animosity  at  this  particular  point,  Orestes 
(or  61aphyrus)being  just  about  to  avenge  the  murder 
of  his  father  upon  Clytemnestra  and  her  paramour, 
while  they,  on  their  part,  having  received  a  precai^ 
tionary  bint  from  the  oracle,  very  naturally  look  with 
d5 
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saspicion  upon  one  whom  they  knoi^  destined  to  kill 
tbem  both." 

Cly  temnestra  and  her  son  now  beg^  to  appvoach 
each  other  at  a  slow  pace,  arid  with  a  step  as  stealthy 
of  that  of  a  tom-cat  when  drawing  towards  an  animal 
of  its  own  sex,  age,  and  standing  in  life.  Notwith- 
standing these  cantious  and  circumspect  movements, 
it  was  however  observable  that  Orestes  was  by  do 
means  steady  in  his  gait,  and  that  Clytemnestra  held 
up  her  hand  to  her  right  ear  during  the  whole  course 
of  her  progress  across  the  stage. 

"  Upon  my  word,"  said  Vitalianus,  "  that  mast 
have  been  a  severe  1>low  which  Glieiphyrus  received 
upon  his  head.  See  how  he  totters  as  he  walks,  and 
looks  more  like  a  drnnken  man  than  a  sober  one. 
The  shock  has  very  evidently  quite  confased  fflid 
stupified  him ;  nay,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  be 
were  at  this  moment  labouring  under  the  effects  of  a 
slight  concussion  of  the  brain." 

"  Aye,"  said  his  amiable  lady,  who  having  lost  her 
elderly  Philander,  now  sat  at  the  right  hand  of  her 
husband,  while  Thusuelda  maintained  her  original 
position  at  his  left,  "aye;  and  look  at  Basilides with 
his  ear!  Look  how  the  dear  man  keeps  pressing  it 
with  his  hand,  to  alleviate  the  pain,  and  prevent  the 
wound  from  becoming  visible  to  every  one.     Oh  what 
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a  wretch  that  Glaphyrns  most  hare  been  to  bite  off 
its  tip!" 

jpire  this  speech  was  finished^  the  two  rival  actors 
were  standing  close  together,  exactly  in  the  very 
eentie  of  the  front  part  of  the  stage,  Glaphyros,  in 
the  character  of  Orestes,  then  appeared  to  use  threat- 
ening gestures  towards  his  g^ty  mother ;  clenching 
his  fiat,  and  shaking  it  in  her  face ;  while  she.  on  her 
part,  did  every  thing  she  conld  to  deprecate  his 
wrath,  and  avert  the  dreaded  punishment. 

*'  Now/'  said  the  Prsefect,  **  he  is  accusing  her  of 
the  horrid  crime  of  murdering  her  bosbaud, — his 
lamented  father,-~*while  she,  in  all  probability,  is  en- 
deavouring to  excuse  herself  by  alleging  the  flirtation 
of  the  murdered  man  with  Cassandra,  at  the  siege 
of  Troy, — ^the  sacrifice  of  their  daughter  Iphigenia, 
and  the  like ; — to  say  nothing  of  the  assassination  of 
her  first  husband  Tantalus,  by  the  same  individual ; 
for  it  is  very  generally  believed  that  Clytemnestra 
was  a  widow  at  the  period  of  her  marriage  with 
Agamemnon,  and  that  the  latter  had  had  a  hand  in 
making  her  one.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  she 
made  no  mention  of  this  trifling  circumstance  in 
pleading  to  Orestes,  probably,  as  not  regarding  her 
deliverance  from  connubial  fetters  in  the  light  of  an 
unpardonable  offence." 
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After  some  fartlier  mummeryi  Orestes  was  bbserred 
to  dvaw  forth  a  small  poinard.  and  flourish  it  is  tbe 
air.    Then  rudhing  upon  the  author  of  his  being,  he 
endeavoured  to  stab,  her  to  the  heart    This  had 
been  expected  by  the  spectators;  but  they  were  not 
prepared  to'  see  the  lady  offer  the  most  strenuoiis, 
and  apparently  successful^  resistance  to  the  attempt* 
Instead  of  receiving  the  blow  quietlyi  and  sinking 
down  upon  the  ground^  she,  to  the  astonishmemt  of 
every  one,  stood  upon  the  defensive,  held  up  her 
bauds  before  her  face;  and  cried  out  lustily,  while  she 
repelled  the  onset  of  the  foe.   ^Egisthus  then  runniog 
to  her  assistance,  a  combat  of  the  most  fearful  nature 
took  place  between  the  three.    Yet,  strange  to  say, 
notwithstanding  his  inferiority  in  point  of  numbers, 
Orestes  very  evidently  had  the  best  of  it  throughout. 
Armed  with  his  dagger,  and  animated  by  the  good" 
ness  of  his  cause,  he  kept  leaping  and .  prancing 
about  his  adversaries,  aiming  a  blow  at  them  when* 
ever  he  could,  now  in  their  front,  anon  in  their  rear, 
or,  as  if  gifted  with  ubiquity,  attacking  them  at  ail 
points  nearly  at  the  same  instant. . 

*'  Vah !  vah !  vah  /"  cried  the  Pnefect,  starting 
from  his  seat,  ''what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this( 
Surely  this  strange  scene  is  not  in  the  play-book. — 
Pap^r  he  exclaimed,  still  more .  moved,  as  he 
watched  the  fight;  these  rascal  actors  are  at  their 
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old  trieka  again;  they  are  fighting  each  other  in 
earnest  upon  the  very  stage  itself.  And  to  see  those 
two  staittd  patrons  of  theirs;  standing  motionless  in 
the  comer  all  the  while,  withoat  attempting  to  in- 
terferOy  and  pat  an  end  to  sudi  a  disgraceful  spec- 
tacle !     I  have  really  no  patience  with  them.'' 

Jnat  as  he  spoke  thus,  the  persons  allnded  to  ap^ 
peared  to  recover  from  their  stapified  state,  (into 
^hich  they  had  no  donbt  been  thrown,  by  a  feeling 
of  horror  mingled  with  astonishment,)  and  hastened 
towards  the  scene  of  strife.  Then^  ''  Ob  Glaphyrus, 
-what  do  I  see?"  said  Vibins  Pappias,  in  a  loud 
whisper  to  his  client;  *Ms  it  possible  you  can  be 
so  mad, — so  frantic, — so  lost  to  all  sense  of  decency 
as  to  commit  such  outrages  as  these,  in  the  presence 
of  the  whole*  audience ?"  Unto  which  apostrophe 
the  enraged  actor  found  time  to  reply  while  thrusting 
at  his  antagonists, "  Why  do  you  find  fault  with  me, 
O  Poppius,  for  performing  my  part  ?  Is  it  not  my 
daty  to  put  this  wretched  woman  to  death  as  a  pu- 
nishment for  her  sins  ? — and  is  it  any  fault  of  mine 
if  she  will  not  die  quietly  as  she  ought  V* 

"  Truly/'  replied  his  patron,  "  there  is  reason  in 
what  you  say ;"  and  turning  to  Scribonius  Mummios, 
'*  for  goodness'  sake,",  said  he,  "  persuade  your  client 
to  let  Glaphyrus  kill  him  at  once,  and  have  done 
with  it" 
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*'  I  know/'  answered  Mammius,  *'  that  it  is  his 
duty  to  submit"  Then,  addressing  himself  to  Ba- 
silides,  "  let  me  entreat  yon,  my  dear  friend,*'  said 
he,  **  to  discontinue  this  ysun  resistance  to  your  iate ; 
yon  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  you  must  be  slain« 
Make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  therefore,  and  slip  down 
quietly  upon  the  ground,  in  a  graceful  attitude,  as  you 
ought;* 

This  judicious  advice  was  not  received  with  so 
much  deference  as  it  deserved.  *'  Proh  /"  exclaimed 
the  actor,  *'  what  do  you  mean  ?  Do  you  thirst  for 
my  blood  ? — do  you  wish  to  see  me  slain  before  your 
eyes?  Are  you  in  league  with  mine  enemies,  O 
Mummius,  and  desirous  to  assist  them  in  their  at- 
tempts against  my  life  V 

"Nonsense!"  replied  the  sage.  "You  are  not 
going  to  be  killed  in  earnest ; — it  is  all  nothing  but 
a  sham : — ^be  a  good  woman,  therefore,  and  let  your 
son  stab  you  at  once." 

"  Oh  you  simpleton!"  rejoined  the  other,  "  do  yon 
not  perceive  that  the  villain  wants  to  murder  me  in 
reality,  under  pretence  of  putting  me  to  death  in 
joke  ? — Ohy  the  base  miscreant ! — ^but  I  am  a  match 
for  him." 

During  this  colloquy^  which  was  carried  on  in  a 
sort  of  whisper,  unintelligible  to  the  audience,  the 
speakers  still  kept  squabbling  as  before ;  Glaphyrai 
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endeavouring  by  means  of  his  dagger  to  Tictiniise  the 
two  other  actors ;  they»  on  the  other  hand,  defending 
themselves  with  their  fists;  while  the  two  senatorial 
mediators  exerted  themselyes  to  the  utmost  to  eflfect 
a  peace  between  the  rest. 

But  as  this  desirable  end  was  not  to  be  immediately 
attained,  the  spectators  began  to  grow  disgusted  with 
the  indecency  of  the  scene,  and  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation by  loud  cries  of  ''off!  off!''  repeatedly 
reiterated,  and  accompanied  with  an  universal  hiss. 
The  ears  of  the  performers  were  not  deaf  to  these 
tokens  of  discontent.  Habit  had  rendered  them  at-* 
tentive  to  the  sounds,  and  with  instinctive  deference 
to  the  will  of  the  publici  they  seemed  preparing  to 
relinquish  the  contest  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
But  ere  they  drew  off,  Glaphyrus  resolved,  as  it 
appeared,  to  make  one  last  effort  for  supremacy; 
suddenly  summoning  up  all  his  strength,  he  made  so 
desperate  a  lunge  at  his  adversary,  that  the  poor 
wretch  was  unable  to  withstand  the  blow ;  the  point 
of  the  dagger  penetrated  his  side,  and  he  would 
inevitably  have  fallen  prostrate  on  the  ground,  had 
he  not  been  received  in  the  fond  arms  of  ^gisthus. 

This  scandalous  deed  excited  horror  and  astonish- 
ment in  the  minds  of  all  who  witnessed  it.  The 
immense  sea  of  heads  rolled  to  and  fro  in  the  pit ; 
loud  cries  of  ''  Vengeance !   vengeance ! — death  to 
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the  murderer !''  lent  the  air  <m  all  lidea  alike.  Ne- 
vertheless.  theae  ones  were  reverfaffated  by  exoia* 
mations  scaroely  less  vehemeiit,  of  f*  Grla|ih7ras  &r 
erer ! — ^Basilidea  was  panished  as  he  deserred !"  aad 
so  forth ;  all  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  tac- 
tions of  the  rival  actors  were  b^ginniDg  to  espoaie 
the  quarrel  of  their  respective  chiefs,  and  that  if  not 
actaally  preparing  for  a  contest,  they  were  at  least 
willing  to  engage  in  one« 

*'.Tbis  will  never  do/'  said  the  great  man,  as  he 
watched  these  threatening  signs;  \*  the  drama*  mosl 
not  be  interrupted  at  a  point  so  intereating  as  Che 
present.  The  wretch  Glaphyrus  has,  to  all  appear- 
ance»  perpetrated  a  foul  crime,  for  which  he  deserves 
punishment;  but  were  we  to  punish  him  immediatelyi 
the  play  must  be  discontinued,  and  we  should  lose 
the  last  scene,  which  I  am  assured  is  the  most  inter- 
esting part  of  the  whole ;  the  thing,  therefore,  is  DOt 
to  be  thought  of.  Besides,  I  do  not  think  Basilides 
is  dead  after  all ;  for  I  saw  him  struggle  stroog^iy 
while  Scribonius  Mummius  and  his  friends  were  car- 
rying him  off  the  stage." 

So  saying,  he  ordered  the  crier  to  announce  hii 
determination  to  the  people,  and  to  request  them  to 
wait  patiently  till  the  end  of  the  play,  when  if  it  wu 
found  that  Basilides  (who  should  be  carefully  atteod- 
ed  to  in  the  mean  time)  had  sustained  any  griefom 
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iDJary  at  the  kusds  of  Glaphyrns,  the  latter  ihooU 
suffer  coodigit  pmiishineiit  in.  their  preaeDoe.  This 
notificatiOD  bad  the  desired  effect ;  for  although  both 
parties  in  the  theatre  were  equally  exasperated,  both 
were  aho  equally  desfaroos  of  amnsement,  and  equally 
witting*  to  postpone  the  gratification  of  their  revenge 
till  after  the  first  and  predominant  inclination  of  their 
souls  had  been  appeased* 

•  Under  these  equivocal  circnmstances,  the  third  and 
last  act  of  the  tragedy  was  commenced.  The  curtain 
being  withdrawn  as  before,  a  scene  of  the  most  awful» 
miaty,  shadowy,  and  sublime  nature  was  presented  to 
the  spectators*  The  stage  had  been  darkened  by  the 
reraoval  of  the  lamps,  and  only  just  enough  light  left 
to  display  the  indistinct  outline  of  a  solitary  figure 
standing  in  the  centre.  It  was,  apparently,  that  of 
a  man»  enveloped  in  long,  white,  floating  drapery ; 
his  arms  bare  to  the  shoulder ;  his  face  covered  with 
beard  so  completely  that  no  feature  was  discernible 
save  theJeyes,  which  were  small,  fierce,  and  twinkling. 
The  hair,  of  his  head  was  grown  to  a  prodigious 
length;  matted,  tangled,  absolutely  black,  and  be- 
traying in  its  whole  arrangement,  very,  evident  symp- 
toms of  neglect.  His  whole  outward  aspect  was,  in 
short,  that  of  a  bedlamite. 

**  Oh !  "*  said  the  Prcefect  with  a  groan,  or  an  into- 
nation of  voice  so  deep  and  guttural  that  it  closely 
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resembled  one,  '^  oh,  Thiuoefala !  is  not  this  i^eae 
magnificent?  Doth  it  not  make  the  blood  to  ran 
cold  la  your  veins,  and  the  hair  to  stand  upright 
upon  your  head  t  Look  at -that  dark,  dbmal,  gloomy 
expanse,  shadowed  forth  by  the  stage!  It  is  in* 
tended  to  represent  a  barren  heath  in  Arcadia,  where 
at  the  dead  hour  of  the  night,  the  miserable  Orestes, 
now  a  helpless  lunatic,  is  wandering  by  himself. 
His  conscience  hath  destroyed  his  reason ; — ^the  re- 
iDoUection  of  his  matricidal  act  was  too  torible  to  be 
borne; — and  he  thus  stands  baying  at  the  moon  in 
consequmce/' 

The  solitary  maniao  now  ciune  forward  at  a  slow 
pace,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  vacancy,  and  his  anus 
dangling  at  his  sides.     But  in-spite  of  his  interesting 
appearance,  the  multitude, — or  at  least  that  portion 
of  the  multitude  which  coistituted  ^e  foUowen  of 
Basilides, — could  not  .forbear  receiving  him  with  a 
loud  hiss ;  and  this  sibiline  sound  recalling  him  to  his 
reason  in  a  manner  the  most  miraculous,  he  forthwith 
placed  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defiance,  and  in  a 
fierce  voice  demanded  how  the  people  **  dared  to 
treat  him  with  so  little  respect?"    No  soon^  was 
the  question  asked,  than  the  most  outrageous  shouts 
broke  forth  from  all  parts  of  the  house,  a  moveaEieBt 
was  seen  amongst  the  throng,  and  an  overwhehniag 
rush  was  made  from  the  frpnt  seats  in  the  Cavea 
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tovards  the  staq|;e ;  the  Podium  wad  however  to  be 
cnwsed  before  it  could  be  reached ;  the  Pireefect  saw 
the  assailants  toamg,  rose  hastily  from  his  seat,  and 
ntdaag  towards  that  part  of  the  gallery  against 
whieh  the  onset  seemed  direoted,  earnestly  entreated 
the  enraged  conoonrse  to  forbear.  ''  I  know  that 
yon  have  been  insulted^"  .added  he,  **  and  thut  yon 
are  jnstly  entid^sd  to  hafe  your  revenge.  But,  oh 
my  friends,  let  me  again  implore  yon  to  consider  that 
none  bnt  this  wretdied  Glaphynis  is  capable  of  per^ 
forming  the  part  of  **  Orestes  frantic,"  and  that  con- 
sequently weie  yon  to  sacrifice  him  now,  the  play 
most  be  intemkpted  in  the  best  part  Postpone  his 
punishment,  tfaerefbie,  for  the  present,  and  nobody 
will  prevent  yon  from  inflicting  it  an  hour  hence.'' 

This  sensible  appeal  had  the  desired  effect.  The 
^people  perceived  that  it  was  their  interest  to  sup- 
.jiress  their  resentment  for  the  time  being,  and  61a- 
phyrns  was  so  much  terrified  by  the  offer  of  the  Prae- 
feet  to  deliver  him  up  to  punishment  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  play,  that  he  resolved  to  be  upon  his 
good  behaviour,  and  do  all  he  could  to  propitiate 
the  audience  during  the  remainder  of  the  perform- 
ance. Not  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be  downcast, 
or  altogether  gave  way  to  despondency,  well  know- 
ing, as  he  did,  that  he  was  supported  by  a  strong 
party  in  the  house,  who  would  be  ready  to  espouse 
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his  cause  in  case  of  an  emergency,  and  protect  hint 
from  the  malice  of  the  rest.  Subdued,  thierefore,  but 
by  no  means. dispirited,  he  no.w  proceeded  to  enact 
the  part  of  the  frantic. matricide;  ranting,  and  raving, 
and  tearing  about  the  stage  in  a  manner  quite  fright- 
ful to  behold ;  ^throwing  himself  upon  his  knees  with 
a  loud  bounce,  ^stretching' out  his  hands  towards 
hearen  in  an  attitude  of  supplication,  rollmg  his  eyes 
in  their  sockets  like  one  suffering  under  an  attack  of 
^epilepsy,  plucking  up. whole,  handfuls  of  hair  from  his 
.head,  and  scattering  the  dishevelled  tresses  on  the 
ground  ;—^U  which  singular  manoeuvres  were  greeted 
by  the  spectators  with  the  most  rapturous  applause, 
and  universally  admitted  to  constitute  the  ne  plus 
uUra  of  good  taste,  refined  sentiment,  and  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  histrionic  art. 

All  of  a  sudden,  this  sublime  performance  was  in- 
terrupted by  the .  appearance  of  several  little  black, 
hideous .  looking  imps,  or  elves,  floating  in  the  air. 
.How  they  were  supported,  or  from  what  quarter 
they  came,  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  distin- 
guish, owing  to  the  obscurity  which  pervaded  the 
whole  stage. 

**  These  are  the  Furies,"  whispered  the  Pnefect 
"  Permitted  by  the  gods  to  avenge  the  murder  of 
Clytemnestra,  they  have  been  constantly  followm; 
about  her  son  for  the  last  six  months,  worrying  and 
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tormenting  Jbim  in  all  sorto  of  ways,  till  they  hare  at 
length  driven  him  mad.  Toa  will  see  preflently  how 
they  pester  him." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  the  fiends,  who  were  three  in 
namber,  and  of  an  nnredsonable  ugliness,  began  gra- 
dually to  descend  from  their  elevated  situation  in  the 
air  till  they  were  nearly  on  a  lerelwith  the  madman's 
head.  Then'  standing  all  three  in  a  row,  just  op- 
posite his  face,  and  as  it  were  balanced  in  the  air^ 
they  commenced  mopping,  and  mowing,  and  showing 
their  teeth,  with  a  look  of  such  devilish  and  intoler- 
able mockery,  that  the  unhappy  maniac;  after  staring 
at  them  intently  for  some  time,  seemed  wrought  up 
to  a  point  of  phrenzy  which  could  no  longer  be  con* 
trolled,  and  giving  utterance  to  a  terrific  scream 
which  resounded  through  the  whole  theatre,  he 
rushed  upon  them. with'  a  vehemence  apparently  al- 
most sufficient  to  have:  annihilated  a  spectre,  or 
crushed  a  vision  into  atoms.  It  was  all  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  they  were  no  longer  in  the  place  where  he  had 
expected  to  come  in  contact  with  .their  bodies ;  *  they 
had  suddenly  darted  upwards  towards  the  roof,  where 
they  again  stood  dancing,  and  jeering,  and  gibing  in 
the  air,  at  an  elevation  so  greatly  above  his  head; 
that,  lunatic  as  he  was,  he  knew  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  reach  them.  Then,  after  a  brief  space,  they 
descended  again ;  again  returned  to  their  old  tricks 
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of  floating  at  him^  and  laughing  bim  in  the  face; 
again  tantalised  bim  with  the  hopes  of  revenge ;  and 
again  slipped  through  his  fingers  as  before. 

'*  This  is  wonderffd  indeed/'  said  Thnsnelda  in  a 
whisper ;  ''  if  these  are  not  sopemataral  beings  m 
earnest,  how  do  they  contrive  to  perform  such  extra- 
ordinary antics  in  the  air?" 

'^  They  are  Petawri8t€B/'  answered  Vitalianns. 
Then  perceiving  that  she  did  not  appear  to  be  onieh 
the  wiser  for  his  information,  he  added,  ''  the  Petam^ 
rum  is  an  engine  hong  from  the  roof,  and  so  con- 
trived that  without  being  seen  itself^ — especially  in 
the  dim  light  which  is  generally  introduced  upon  the 
stage  to  favour  its  concealment,-— the  actor  whose 
person  is  attached  to  it,  is  enabled  to  drop  down  from 
above,  and  shoot  up  again  from  bebw»  with  the  faci- 
lity you  have  just  witnessed.  Its  mechanism  is  of 
too  complicated  a  nature  to  be  explained  at  pre- 
sent." 

At  last  the  Three  Furies  disappeared,  and  Orestes 
remained  salua.  A  fit  of  moody,  melancholy  mad- 
ness, then  seemed  to  sei^e  on  him,  and  he  began 
stalking  up  and  down  the  stage,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
Qu  vacancy,  and  his  arms  crossed  over  his  chest ; — 
the  monotony  of  this  scene  being  only  occaaioDdly 
interrupted  by  a  faint  flash  of  lightning,  or  n  distant 
clap*  of  thunder,  which,  as  the  audienoe  sufiposed, 
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constitated  a  part  of  the  pierformaDoe.  At  length, 
howeTer,  another  ohange  seemed  to  come  over  the 
spirit  of  the  poor  maniac ;  he  was  fayoured  with  one 
of  his  lucid  interyals ;  remorse  and  despair  no  longer 
lield  possession  of  his  soul,  to  the  complete  exclnsioo 
of  the  hope  of  grace ;  a  ray  of  light  broke  in  npon 
his  wretchedness ;  the  infinite  mercy  of  the  gods  be- 
came apparent  to  his  mind ;  and  when  he  stalked 
forward  solemnly  to  the  front  of  the  stage,  threw 
himaelf  npon  his  knees,  drew  forth  a  long  knife 
from  his  girdle,  grasped  it  in  his  right  hand|  and 
laid  the  left  one  flat  upon  the  earth,  it  immediately 
became  apparent  to  the  whole  company,  that  he  was 
about  to  make  atonement  for  the  monstrous  crime  of 
matricide  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  finger  or  a  thumb  to 
the  manes  of  his  deceased  parent.  And  in  effect, 
this  was  what,  he  did ;  the  last  and  least  digit  of  his 
sinister  paw  was  speedily  lopped  off  by  the  weapon 
in  his  dexter  fist ;  which  done,  he  jumped  np  from 
the  ground,  and  with  the  most  surprising  indifference 
to  the  pain  of  the  operation,  held  forth  the  bleeding 
stomp  in  juxta*-position  with  the  dissevered  member, 
yet  so  far  separated  from  the  same  as  to  prove  that  no 
unfair  tricks  or  jugglery  had  been  employed  to  cheat 
the  eyes  of  the  spectatom,  but  that  the  whole  trans~ 
action  was  of  a  real,  genuine,  and  undeteptive  kind. 
With  this  sanguinary  spectacle  did  the  scene  con- 
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elude.  Orestes  made  his  exit,  amidst  thnnders  of 
applause^  holding  his  own  finger  in  the  only  aottsd 
hand  which  he  yet  possessed,  and  with  all  the  symptons 
of  his  insanity  much  mitigated. :  The  stage  was  then 
gradually  enlightened,  and  a  splendid  sepulchre  dtsco- 
vered  in  the  back-ground ;  upon  the  front  part  of 
which  monumental  edifice  was  seen  the  represmta- 
tion  of  an  enormous  finger,  either  carved  in  stone,  or 
so  skilfully  painted  as  to  look  like  sculpture  work. 

''This  is  'the  Tomb  of  the  Finger,'  which  we 
read  of  in  Pausanias,"  said  the  PrsBfect.  **  Oreites 
having  sacrificed  one  of  his  fingers  to  the  memory  of 
his  mother,  caused  it  to  be  enclosed  in  a  magnificent 
mausoleumi  ornamented  on  the  outside  in  the  manner 
which  you  here  see  represented.  It  was  still  stand- 
ing in  the  time  of  the  celebrated  traveller  and  antH 
quary  I  have  named." 

*'  Orestes  does  not  seem  to  have  lost  much  time  in 
building  it,"  observed  Thusoelda,' innocently. 

"  Oh !"  replied  the  Prsefect,  "  you  are  to  suppose 
that  some  months  at  least  have  elapsed  since  the 
finger  was  cut  off.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  the 
tomb  has  been  standing  just  where  yon  now  see  it, 
all  through  the  last  scene,  though  the  darkness  pre* 
vented  it  from  being  visible.  But  here  conies  the 
matricide  again." 

Orestes  now  entered,  much  more  decently  a|>pa- 
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relied  than  before.  Hia  face  had  been  well  washed, 
bis  beard  neatly  shaved,  and  his  long  hair  not  only 
wail  combed,  bat  taught  to  flow  in  nice,  thick,  wary 
liogleta  adown  his  back* 

**  Behold  the  blessed  effects  of  repentance !"  cried 
the  PrsBfect,  in  an  exulting  voice;  "  the  sacrifice  of 
his  little  finger  has  very  evidently  been  almost  suf- 
ficient, in  the  eyes  of  the  gods,  to  atone  for  his 
offence:  I  should  not  much  wonder  if  he  was  to  suc- 
ceed hereafter,  in  appeasing  them  completely."' 

Ia  a  calm,  graceful,  dignified  manner,  did  the 
convalescent  maniac  now  perambulate  the  stage.  It 
was  quite  clear  to  all  men,  that  his  mental  faculties, 
though  temporarily  disarranged,  were  recovering 
their  equilibrium  by  degrees,  and  that  unless  some 
untoward  accident  happened  to  retard  the  core,  he 
would  infallibly  ere  long,  resume  that  high  distin- 
goisbed  station  in  society  which  be  occupied  of  old, 
and  which  nothing  but  the  loss  of  his  wits  prevented 
him  from  filling  still.  The  sudden  appearance  of 
three  little  white  funny-looking  objects  fluttering  in 
the  air,  soon,  however,  evinced  that  he  would  not  be 
permitted  to  regain  his  senses  so  speedily  as  conld 
have  been  desired ;  hopping  about  upon  the  winds, 
the  dwarfish  torments  came  down  gradually  till  they 
got  within  six  feet  of  the  ground ;  then  poising  them- 
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selves   in  the  air  like  hawks,  right    over   againi 
the  poor  half-frantic  matricide,  they  commeoced 
display  of  the  same  eWish  antics  which  had,  erewbik 
been  exhibited  so  much  to  his  detriment  in  the  saoi 
place. 

''  These  are  the  same  furies  that  appeared  beforei 
said  Vitalianns ;  **  but  you  will  observe  that  a  n 
markable  change  has. taken  place  in  their  appearance 
tbey  were  then  quite  black,  they  are  now  perfecti 
white;  this  alteration  is  owing  to  the  decreased  mt 
lignaocy  of  their  nature  since  we  saw  them  last;  tl 
repentance  of  the  culprit  has  occasioned  them  tQ  pi 
on  a  less  revolting  aspect,  and  to  treat  him  somewhi 
less  cruelly  than  at  first*' 

The  madman  now  made  a  fresh  attempt  to  catc 
his  persecutors,  whereupon  they  darted  upwards  i 
the  air,  and  were  placed  beyond  hb  reach.  But  tk 
whole  trio  did  not  this  time  escape  '^  scot  free,"  \ 
they  had  done  before ;  for  to  the  extreme  astonisi 
meut  of  the  spectators,  when  they  had  attained  the 
utmost  altitude,  one  of  the  number  came  tnmbliii 
down  faead-£oremost  towards  the  stage^  Httering 
small,  faint,  babbling  cry  during  its  descent,  and 
shrill  shriek  when  it  alighted  on  the  ground. 

*<  By  Jove !''  exclaimed  the  PrsBfeot,  ''  one  of  tb 
children  has  tembled  out  of  the  Fetaamm !    Poc 
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little  creature !  it  most  be  killed."  Then  raisiog  his 
▼oice,  and  looking  towards  the  Postsceniiiniy  "  Some- 
body come  here  quickly/'  cried  he,  **  and  pick  up 
that  wretched  brat  which  has  fallen  on  the  stage," 

Two  oi*  three  actors  accordingly  made  their  ap- 
pearance from  behind  the  scenes,  caught  up  the 
child,  and  were  preparing  to  carry  it  away,  when 
Laurentia  Ogulnia  deemed  it  right  and  fitUi^  to 
make  a  display  of  her  sensibility,  and  exclaimed  with 
a  loud  shriek,  **  Monsters !  savages !  —  what  are  ye 
about?  Bring  me  that  dear  little  fury  this  instant ! 
No  one  shall  have  it  but  myself.  I  will  w^rm  it  in 
my  arms ;  I  will  strain  it  to  my  breast ;  I  ^ill  do  all 
I  can  to  rescue  it  from  death." 

Upon  hearing  which  rhapsody,  **  Nonsense !"  said 
her  affectionate  husband;  ''really,  Laurentia,  you 
are  behaving  yourself  very  ridiculously.  Are  you 
aware,  my  love,  that  the  object  of  your  solicitude  is 
nothing  but  a  little,  base,  loirbom  brat,  the  offspring 
of  a  slave,  or  something  of  that  sort  ?  What  can 
it  signify  to  youi —  or  any  body  else, —  whetl^er  it  is 
killed,  or  not  r 

''Well,  to  fas  sure,"  replied  the  tady,  "if  it  is 

nothing  but  the  child  of  a  slave,  it  is  not  worth 

making  a  stir  about.    But  my  feelings  fire  so  acute, 

— they  will  run  away  with  me.    Nevertheless,  I 
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think  it  is  a  great  shame  that  they  do  not  take  more 
care  about  fastening  the  wretched  infants  into  the 
Petaurum,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  falling  out.** 

"  It  is/'  answered  her  spouse;  "  for  the  life  of  the 
child  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  considered;  there  is 
also  the  confasion  on  the  stage  which  always  occurs 
when  an  accident  happens  of  the  sort  which  we  have 
just  witnessed.  Such  negligence,  therefore,  on  the 
part  of  the  actors  cannot  be  too  severely  repro- 
bated.'' 

After  this  awkward  little  interlude, — during  which 
Thusnelda  had  sat  petrified  with  horror  and  astonish- 
ment, and  Auruncus  Flaccus  had  impressed  at  least 
three  hundred  kisses  upon  the  great  man's  feet, — ^the 
drama  was  continued  as  before.  The  three  furies,  now 
reduced  to  two,  still  kept  prancing  about  in  the  air  as 
usual ;  the  effect  of  the  thing,  ho wever,  was  by  no  means 
improved,  for  owing  to  the  diminution  of  their  number, 
their  small  bodies  were  no  longer  capable  of  filling 
up  the  whole  of  the  engine  upon  which  they  sat,  so 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  its  front  remained  an- 
occupied,  and  visibly  accompanied  them  daring  their 
evolutions  in  the  air.  But  luckily  their  exeunt  was 
at  hand ;  the  construction  of  the  plot  did  not  reqaire 
them  to  remain  much  longer  either  on  the  stage,  or 
over  it.    They  vanished  in  a  clap  of  thunder^  leaving 
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Orestes  all  by  himself,  and  apparently  in  a  state  of 
mind  scarcely  less  deplorable  than  that  which  had 
been  induced  by  their  original  persecations.  Nerer- 
tfaeless*  it  still  seemed  that  he  had  a  resource ;  he 
still  had  the  means  of  baffling  their  enmity,  and 
making  bis  peace  with  the  gods.  With  a  vast  pair 
of  shears  did  he  cut  off  the  whole  of  his  hair,  —  that 
black,  beautifal,  glossy  hair,  for  which  the  nymphs 
of  Argos  had  so  often  sighed  of  yore,  —  and  with  a 
piety  nerer  to  be  sufficiently  extolled,  devoted  the 
amputated  ringlets  to  the  same  benevolent  purpose 
for  which  he  had  before  sacrificed  his  flesh  and 
blood. 

The  music  now  struck  up  joyfully ;  Orestes  with 
bis  cropped  head,  stood  clasping  his  hands,  turning 
up  his  eyes,  and  praising  the  gods  for  the  remission 
of  his  sins,  while  the  whole  audience  greeted  him 
with  shouts  of  the  most  rapturous  applause. 

"  Things  are  drawing  to  a  close,"  said  Vitalianus. 
**  Nothing  now  remains  to  be  performed  but  a  grand 
dance,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  finest  music, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  which  we  have  as  yet  heard 
to-nighf 

Just  at  this  critical  juncture,  a  flash  of  lightning 
suddenly  illuminated  the  whole  theatre;  it  appa- 
rently penetrated  through  the  velarium,  or  awning 
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which  covered  the  roof  of  the  ediJSce;  a  loud  and 
continued  crash  of  thunder  followed. 

The  PreBfect  started  to  his  feet ;  his  face  was  pre- 
teriiaiurally  pale,  and  bis  whole  frame  trembled. 

"  Dii  boni  !  —  good  gods  !"  he  exclaimed,  "  this 
is  reality!  —  this  is  no  counterfeited  storm,  as  I 
thought  it  before  :  — the  gods  are  angry  with  ns  in 
earnest." 

Then  fumbling  with  his  hand  in  that  part  of  his 
garment  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  pocket, 
**  Where  is  my  amulet? — where  is  my  spell?"  mut- 
tered he,  "  where  is  my  blessed  preservative  against 
thunder  and  lightning? — Oh! — thanks  to  the  gods! 
—  here  it  is,  quite  safe :  —  I  feared  I  had  left  it  at 
home.'' 

So  saying,  he  drew  forth  a  small,  dirty,  shrivelled 
piece  of  sealskin,  and  with  an  air  of  profound  reve- 
rence, pressed  it  repeatedly  to  his  lips. 

''  This,"  whispered  he  to  Thusnelda,  as  he  again 
seated  himself  by  her  side ;  "  this  is  the  identical 
piece  of  seal-skin  used  by  the  great  Augustus  of  old, 
and  by  him  considered  as  an  infallible  safeguard 
against  Jove's  thunderbolts.  By  me  it  is  now  deem- 
ed the  most  inestimable  treasure  of  which  I  am  pos- 
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than  the  first,  passed  through  the  house ;  succeeded 
by  a  long^  rattling,  rumbliDg,  roaring,  peal  of  thun- 
der, which  lasted  upwards  of  a  minute. 

The  great  man  again  betrayed  signs  of  uneasiness ; 
he  fidgeted  on  his  seat,  shaded  his  eyes  with  his 
band,  and  hugged  the  consecrated  seal-skin  to  his 
breast. 

"  I  thought  how  it  would  be,''  said  he,  **  when  my 
left  shoe  was  given  me  this  morning,  instead  of  the 
right.  I  was  sure  that  we  should  not  get  through 
the  day  without  some  mishap  or  other ;  it  will  be 
well  if  we  all  escape  with  our  lives ;  but  I  sadly  fear 
that  some  one  amongst  us  will  be  struck  by  the 
lightning  ere  we  part.  As  far  as  I  am  myself 
concerned,"  added  he,  ''I  feel  quite  secure  and 
comfortable;  this  blessed  seal-skin  will  preserve 
me  from  all  the  dangers  to  which  others  are  ex- 
posed." 

"  Then  it  is  very  unfair  that  you  should  keep  it  all 
to  yourself,"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  endeavouring 
to  ravish  the  treasure  out  of  his  hands.  He  resisted 
the  attempt ;  she  repeated  it  with  much  spirit  and 
energy ;  yet  was  unable  to  succeed.  Then  address- 
ing him  in  a  wheedling  tone,  '*  I  beseech  you,  my 
dear  husband,"  said  she,  "  to  favour  me  with  a  small 
piece  of  it,  if  yon  will  not  give  me  the  whole ;  —  if  it 


Digitized 


by  Google 


80  PISO   AND   THB   PRiEFECT.  i 

is  but  so  much  as  a  square  inch  it  will  be  better  than  I 

nothing.*'  I 

"  Oh  monstrous  request  V*  cried  the  other.  ''  Do 
you  really  suppose,  O  Laurentia,  that  I  will  permit 
this  invaluable  relique  to  be  cut  up  and  mangled  in  > 

the  manner  you  propose  ?    You  are  much  mistaken  i 

if  you  do ; — for  how  do  I  know,"  continued  he,  "  but  i 

what  such  injuribus  treatment  might  deprive  it  of  > 

the  virtues  which  it  has  now  possessed  for  the  last  ' 

two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  render  it  no  better 
than  the  common  ordinary  skin  of  a  seal,  worth  little 
or  nothing  ?" 

At  this  point  of  the  dispute,  another  terrible  ex- 
plosion of  the  elements  took  place.  Lanrentia 
Ogulnia  sunk  down  trembling  by  her  husband's  side, 
clung  as  close  to  him  as  she  could,  and  reclined  her 
head  upon  his  shoulder  with  an  air  equally  indicative 
of  connubial  love  and  veneration  for  the  seal-skin. 

"  Give  me  a  bowl  of  wine,"  said  the  great  man  to 
an  attendant  in  a  faint  voice. 

'*  And  give  me  another,'*  said  his  spouse ;  "  I 
have  much  need  thereof.  Thusnelda,"  added  she, 
invitingly,  *'  will  you  have  one  too  ?" 

Thusnelda  having  declined  the  offer,  two  portions 
of  Falernian  were  produced;  which  the  august  pair 
speedily  consumed ;  and  such  was  the  influence  of 
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the  generous  beyerage,  that  even  their  faith  in  the 
miracnlons  powers  of  the  seal-skin  scarcely  produced 
more  marked  and  salutary  effects;  hardly  had  they 
emptied  the  huge  goblets  of  their  contents,  when  all 
recollection  of  the  perils  by  which  they  were  en- 
compassed seemed  to  vanish  from  their  minds,  and 
they  were  themselves  again.  But  thb  PrsBfect,  like 
many  other  persons  in  the  earlier  stages  of  drunken- 
ness, did  not  recover  his  good  temper  with  his 
courage  and  equanimity;  on  the  contrary,  he  became 
so  snappish  and  snarlish,  that  even  his  illustrious 
helpmate  was  inspired  with  unwonted  awe  of  him, 
whilst  his  lowering  brows  and  glaring  eyeballs  were 
unspeakably  terrible  to  all  the  rest  of  the  company. 

But  these  portentous  tokens  neither  interrupted 
the  play,  nor  checked  the  progress  of  the  storm. 
Amidst  thunder  and  lightning  the  btdlet  was  intrd- 
dnced  upon  the  stage,  and  a  dance  exhibited,  which 
for  the  number  of  the  performers,  if  not  for  their  dex- 
terity, was,  as  usual,  perfectly  unrivalled  by  any 
similar  spectacle  which  more  recent  times  have  wit- 
nessed. The  talents  of  the  orchestra  were  now  also 
called  forth  and  displayed  in  a  manner  more  remark- 
able than  at  any  previous  period  of  the  performance. 
The  most  sweet,  melodious,  and  well  regulated  sounds, 
were  elicited  at  the  same  moment  from  a  thousand 
B  5 
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instraments,  ^hile  a  thousand  vtfryiog  voioes 
united  to  produce  a  harmony  less  mundane  than  di- 
vine. Unhappily,  these  dulicet  strains  were  every 
instant  interrupted  by  a  crash  of  thunder,  or  stBI 
more  eflPectually  deadened  to  the  ear  by  the  conti- 
nued pelting  of  the  rain,  which  now  fell  in  something 
little  short  of  a  torrent  upon  the  Velarium ;  while 
lightning  of  the  most  intense  brilliancy,  afld  repeated 
with  such  frequency,  as  hardly  to  leave  any  inteme- 
diate  space  between  one  flash  and  another,  dazzled 
the  eyes  of  the  spectators,  and  prevented  them  froffl 
enjoying  the  saltatory  exhibition  on  the  stage. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  the  temper  of  the  Praefect,  never  the 
most  amiable  in  the  world,  and  recently  excited  by 
his  intemperate  draught,  should  have  been  irritated  to 
a  degree  bordering  upon  insanity,  and  which  at  last 
caused  an  explosion  of  wrath  so  terrible,  that  all  who 
witnessed  were  struck  with  horror.  Rising  suddenly 
from  his  seat,  —  rushing  to  the  front  of  the  gallery, — 
casting  his  eyes  Upwards  with  a  fiend-like  scowl, — 
stretching  out  his  arms,  and  shaking  his  clenched  fists 
towards  heaven, — he  gave  utterance  to  the  most 
fearful  and  tremendous  blasphemies  against  the  gods, 
cursing  them  for  interrupting  the  sports,  and  spoiling 
the  amusement  of  one  who  was  at  least  their  equal, 
like  himself. 
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"  Silence  old  thunderer !"  he  exelaimed,  as  if  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  greatest  of  the  gods ;  '*  how 
dace  ye  to  interrvpt  these  sacred  sports  in  which  we 
aie  -engaged !.  Know  ye  not  that  1,  Vitalianus, 
'Pneieci  of  the  PrsBtorians  and  Supreme  Governor  of 
Rome,  together  with  my  wife  Lanrentia  Ogulnia,  a 
lady  of  exalted  rank,  Thusoelda  a  barbarian  princess, 
and  several  other  persons  scarcely  less  distinguished 
whom  I  could  name  if  necessary,  have. assembled 
here  this  night  for  the  holy  purpose  of  looking  at  the 
dancers*  and  listening  to  the  music,  and  that  nothing 
but  your  thander  and  lightning  prevents  us  from 
fulfilling  the  design? — Silence!"  he  exclaimed  again, 
still  louder  than  before,  as  another  most  tremendous 
crash  burst  over  his  head, ''  silence,  up  above  there, 
if  you  please, — or  you  will  repent  it ! — Do  you  really 
suppose,  now,"  continued  he,  "  that  I  care  one  brass 
farthing  for  all  that  uproar?  —  Do  you  imagine  that 
it  frightens  me  io  the  least  ? — No,  no,  old  greybeard, 
I  am  not  such  a  dotard  as  you  take  me  for; — I 
know  what  I  am  about  as  well  as  you  do ;  —  you  can- 
not terrify  me  by  your  noise,  because  I  well  know  it 
can  do  me  no  harm.  And  have  I  not  good  reason 
for  my  confidence? — Look  here,  old  blusterer;  this  is 
what  enables  me  to  set  you  at  defiance! — ^This  blessed 
seal-skin  bears  a  charm,  against  which  all  your  malice 
will  avail  you  nothing.    Strong  in  the  possession  of 
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it,  I  faragli  yov  to  seoruy  bow  and  for  evermore,  — 
eren  sotil  the  rery  end  of  time." 

So  saying,  be  held  oot  the  amulet  in  his  hand ;  at 
the  same  moment  a  flash  of  lig:htmogy  Fivid  beyond 
all  description,  shot  throagfa  the  hoase ;  dazaled  far 
the  instant,  he  coTeied  op  his  eyes  with  a  com^  of 
his  robe,  held  down  his  head,  and  seemed  quite  con^ 
science-strock.  Nevertheless  it  was  not  long  ere  bis 
confidence  returned,  and  again  assuming  an  erect 
position,  he  looked  up  boldly,  shook  his  fist  as  before, 
and  cried  out  with  a  threatening  voice,  **  A  curse  on 
those  troublesome  flashes ! — they  dazzle  my  eyes, — 
they  prevent  me  from  seeing  the  dancers.  Brother 
Jupiter,  I  pray  thee  to  discontinue  them ; — and  thus 
release  me  from  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  retaliat* 
ing  in  the  same  way, — of  launching  my  own  thunder* 
bolts  at  thee  in  return ;" — ^for  strange  to  say,  such  was 
his  pride  or  intoxication  at  the  moment,  that  he  actu- 
ally supposed  himself  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  gods, 
and  possessed  of  the  same  attributes. 

And,  still  more  strange  to  say,  this  singular  appeal 
of  his  seemed  to  be  heard,  and  the  threat  attended 
to,  for  from  the  period  of  its  utterance,  the  storm 
began  gradually  to  subside;  perceiving  which  &- 
vourable  change,  he  resumed  his  seat  with  an  air  of 
immense  dignity  and  importance,  smiled  with  as 
much  condescension  as  the  sense  of  his  own  gran- 
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deiir  woQld  permit  htm  to  display,  and  received  the 
coDgratalatioDS  of  his  friends  upon  the  manrellons 
exploit  which  he  had  performed.  ''  Yoit  see,  my 
friends/'  said  he»  **  the  good  effects  of  a  little  courage 
and  resolution,  when  one  has  to  do  with  a  noisy 
biastering  bully,  like  the  father  of  gods  and  men. 
Had  I  given  way  to  his  encroachments,  he  would 
infallibly  have  continued  to  plague  and  persecute  us 
all  night  long;  but  when  I  stood  up  boldly,  and 
threatened  him  with  the  terrors  of  my  wrath,  he  at 
once  succambed." 

After  this  modest  and  pious  speech,  which  even  his 
wife  listened  to  with  tokens  of  respect,  and  Auruncns 
Flaccns  seemed  to  consider  as  nothing  short  of  re- 
velation from  on  high,  the  great  man  directed  all  his 
attention  towards  the  stage^  and  listened  with  a 
smiling  countenance  to  the  delicious  symphonies  pro- 
ceeding from  the  orchestra.  But  it  soon  appeared 
that  these  sweet  sounds,  though  no  longer  broken  in 
upon  by  the  contention  of  the  elements,  were  des- 
tined to  be  interrupted  otherwise,  and  in  a  manner 
scarcely  less  unpleasant  and  abrupt;  for  a  hoarse, 
harsh,  croaking  voice  was  heard  on  a  sudden,  behind 
the  scenes ;  and  this  invisible  warning  was  presently 
followed  by  the  appearance  of  Scrihonius  Mummins, 
rushing  through  the  thickest  throng  of.  the  dancers, 
upsetting  one,  trampling  down  another,  and  running 
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over  a  third,  in  the  course  of  his  agitated  progress 
towards  the  front  of  the  stage ;  where,  when  be  bad 
at  length  arrived,  (with  great  difficnlty  to  himself, 
and  peril  to  the  rest,)  be  stretched  forth  his  hand  in 
an  imploring  attitude,  and  apostrophised  the  audi- 
ence in  a  tone  of  horror,  thus :  "  Justice !  justice ! — 
Basilides  is  dead, — let  his  murderer  pay  the  penalty 
of  his  crime; — justice!  justice!  justice!" 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THEATRICAL   BROILS,    AND   AN   INSURBBCTION. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  effect  of  this  awfiil 
anoouDcement  on  the  company  and  the  performers. 
The  dancers  stood  still  in  the  midst  of  their  most 
interesting  rigadoon  ;  the  singers  suddenly  ceased  to 
warble  forth  their  most  enchanting  melody.  But  it 
was  upon  the  vast  multitude  in  the  pit  that  the  con- 
sequences produced  were  the  most  terrible  and  in- 
stantaneous. A  long,  deep,  protracted  roar,  rose  as 
it  were,  from  the  very  bosom  of  the  crowd,  and  went 
rolling  through  the  whole  area  of  the  edifice ;  screams, 
shrieks,  groans,  sighs,  succeeded  ;  then  there  was  a 
brief  silence,  occasionally  interrupted  by  a  hiss;  a 
low,  dull,  monotonous  htm,  the  indistinct  murmur  of 
mnumerable  voices  in  discourse,  next  invaded  the 
ear;  it  was  a  threatening  and  portentous  sound, 
which  few  could  listen  to  without  emotion. 
'•  We  shall  have  a  battle,"  said  the  Prsefect,  "  as 
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sure  as  fate ; — ^nothing  can  avert  it.  What  a  pity  it 
is/'  contiDaed  he,  ''  that  Scrlbonius  Mummius  coald 
not  have  waited  till  the  play  was  completely  at  ao 
end  :  truly,  the  old  philosopher  is  almost  as  great  a 
bore  as  the  Thundering  Jupiter  himself.  However, 
after  all,  it  does  not  much  signify.  The  entertain- 
ment was  nearly  at  a  close;  and  a  good  pitched 
battle  will  form  an  interesting  termination  to  tlie 
pleasures  of  the  night." 

While  he  spoke  thus,  Scribonins  Mummius  stood 
in  the  front  of  the  stage,  making  use  of  the  most  ex- 
travagant gestures,  and  exhorting  his  **  friends, 
countrymen,  and  fellow  citizens,"  to  avenge  the 
death  of  the  murdered  pantomime.  These  exhorta- 
tions had  their  due  effect,  especially  when  they  were 
reinforced  by  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  Laurentia 
Ogulnia,  who,  overstepping  the  bounds  of  reserve 
prescribed  to  her  sex,  actually  stood  up  in  her  place, 
weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  her  teeth,  and 
imploring  the  people  not  to  forget  the  obKgatioDS 
which  they  owed  to  the  most  illustrious  mummer  of 
the  age. 

In  short,  the  exertions  of  these  two  incendiaries, 
added  to  the  love  of  hard  blows  inherent  in  the  mob, 
at  last  blew  up  the  flame  to  such  a  height,  thai  the 
partisans  of  the  deceased  actor  gave  vent  to  their 
feelings  in  a  roar  which  shook  the  whole  house,  and 
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repeating  (heir  war-cry  of  ''  Basilides !  Basilides ! 
death  to  Glaphyrus  V*  suddenly  descended  from  their 
seats  in  one  vast,  compact  phalanx,  nambering 
fifteen  thousand  men ;  overwhelming  all  before  them, 
and  making  the  best  of  their  way  towards  the  stage, 
where  the  object  of  their  animosity  stood  trembling 
with  fear,  as  pale  as  a  ghost,  and  apparently  even 
too  much  intimidated  to  attempt  saving  himself  by  a 
retreat. 

"  Proh  saTicte  Jupiter  /"  exclaimed  the  Praefect. 
"  See  how  they  pour  down,  even  from  the  very  high- 
est seats  in  the  theatre,  which,  as  yon  may  observe, 
Thosnelda,  are  situated  just  under  the  Velarium,  and 
almost  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the  house.  How 
rapidly,  and  yet  how  regularly  do  they  descend ! 
One  really  would  almost  suppose  that  they  were 
marshalled  by  experienced  officers,  and  taught  to  pre- 
serve the  order  of  their  march  unbroken,  as  in  actual 
warfare ;  for  nothing  can  obstruct  their  progress  in 
the  least ;  nor  can  anything,  I  fear,  prevent  them 
from  arriving  at  the  stage,  and  sacrificing  the 
wretched  man  who  stands  there  trembling  like  a 
bnllrush  in  a  storm,  without  attempting  to  escape/' 

As  in  their  former  attempt  at  an  assault,  however, 
the  Podium  was  to  be  crossed  before  they  could  reach 
the  stage.  This  was  a  work  of  some  diflS'culty,  owing 
to  its  elevation  above  the  Cavea ;  and  although  in  the 
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present  hlstdnce  they  encountered  no  opposition  from 

the  great  man  or  his  friends,  a  brief  delay  was  neoea- 

sarily  occasioned  while  they  prepared  to  scale  the 

barrier  which  it  presented  in  their  path.      Of  this 

fortnnate    interruption  the  friends  of  the  aecnsed 

availed  themselves    with  much  skill.      Uttering    a 

lood  shout,  Vibins  Puppius  leaped  down  from  the 

stage,  crossed  the  intervenbg  space  formed  by  the 

Podium,  with  the  velocity  of  a  thunderbolt,  and 

alighted  in  the  pit.    Then,  Tociferating  the  name  of 

''  Glaphyrus,"  he  endeavoured  to  collect  the  forces 

which  he  usually  commanded  in  similar  disputes. 

Nor  was  his  summons  disregarded ;  thousands  flocked 

to  his  standard  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.    The 

spirit  of  his  party,  cowed  as  it  had  been  for  a  while, 

speedily  revived,  and  he  found  himself  in  an  instant 

at  the  head  of  an  immense  body  of  malcontents,  ail 

equally  animated  by  detestation  of  the  defunct  bol- 

foon,  and  all  equally  determined  to  defend  his  rival, 

right  or  wrong,  whatever  might  have  been  the  crimes 

which  he  had  perpetrated,  or  still  intended  to  comnit 

Down  from  the  left  side  of  the  theatre, — ^for  the 

faction  of  Basilides  had  collected  on  the  right,  the 

heroical  vaurien  was  now  therefore  seen  forcing  his 

way,  at  the  head  of  a  column  scarcely  less  dense  and 

extended  than  that  of  the  enemy  against  which  it 

was  arrayed. 
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"Wdl  done!"  cried  tbie  Pmfect,  dapping  his 
bands ; ''  that  Poppins  is  a  fine  fellow  after  all.  N«w 
if  ike  stoic  do  but  perfotm  his  part  properiy,  and 
show  fight,  we  shall  soon  see  something  worth 
looking  at/' 

Th6  venerable  personage  thns  allnded  to,  had 
kitberto  confined  himbelf  to  the  nse  of  rhetoric,  and 
the  exercise  of  bis  tongue.  Now,  however,  per- 
odring  that  more  active  measures  wek'e  required,  he 
tacked  up  his  loiig  gown  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  it  from  interfering  with  his  legs,  and  with 
equal  courage,  though  less  alacrity  than  his  rival, 
undertook  the  somewhat  difficult  task  of  descending 
irom  the  stage.  This  enterprise,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  adherents  in  the  pit,  he  successfully  achieved. 
Then,  with  the  grave  and  composed  air  of  an  expe- 
rienced general,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
partisans,  and  awaited  the  onset  of  the  foe. 

''  You  see,"  said  the  Ptofect  to  ThusneMa, ''  what 
a  complete  diversion  has  been  efiected  by  the  bold, 
and  at  the  same  time  prudent,  stratagem  of  Vibius 
Puppius.  The  attack  against  Glapbyms  has  been 
disaontinued ;  his  life  is  saved  for  the  present  at  any 
rate;  and  his  enemies  are  now  solely  occupied  by 
their  own  defence." 

*'  Out  upon  the  puppy  \"  cried  his  wife,  still  weep- 
ing, and  wailing,  and  gnashing  her  teeth ;  "  I  have 
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no  patience  with  him.  Could  he  not  have  let  the 
wretched  morderer  be  sacrificed  at  once,  without 
making  all  this  stir  about  htm?  Blood  will  have 
blood  at  last." 

''Certainly/'  replied  her  spouse,  to  pacify  her; 
**  and  we  will  have  Glaphyrus  crucified,  or  at  least 
well  flogged  presently.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  he  has  escaped  ;  for  had  the 
people  killed  him  at  once,  their  rage  would  have 
been  appeased,  and  we  should  not  have  been  gratified 
with  a  sight  of  the  splendid  pitched  battle  which  we 
are  now  about  to  witness." 

The  two  armies  were  now  seen  advancing  against 
each  other  at  a  slow  steady  pace ;  they  met  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  the  Cavea,  and  a  dreadful  shock  it  was. 
Loud  cries  rent  the  air ;  the  fists  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned were  immediately  at  work ;  teeth,  nails,  toes, 
heels,  and  all  the  other  weapons  with  which  man  in 
his  primitive  state  is  endowed,  were  simultaneously, 
or  separately,  employed  in  the  various  modes  of 
ofiensive  and  defensive  warfare;  terrible  were  the 
assaults,  desperate  was  the  resistance  of  the  assailed; 
dreadful  were  the  retaliations  and  the  deeds  of  ven- 
geance. Happily,  for  the  most  part,  nothing  more 
destructive  than  these  primeval  weapons  was  in  use. 
It  is  true  that  a  stylus  was  occasionally  drawn  from 
its  sheath,  and  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  employed 
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by  its  owner  to  ioscribe  in  characters  of  blood  the 
records  of  his  own  wilfulness ;  but  this  misappropriar 
tioo  of  the  "  steel-pen  "  of  ancient  times  *  was  rare(y 
resorted  to^  even  by  the  few  learned  or  privileged 
iodiyiduals  who  chanced  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
implement,  while  the  majority  of  the  combatants  were 
witfaoat  it. 

*'  Glorious !"'  cried  the  Praefect  rapturously,  ''  is 
not  this  better  than  any  singing  or  dancing  in  the 
world  ?"  Then,  as  he  stood  leaning  over  the  front  of 
the  gallery,  looking  down  upon  the  combatants, 
"really,"  said  he,  ''we  should  do  all  we  can  to  en- 
ooarage  these  brave  men  in  the  fight ;  we  should  aid 
them  with  our  hands,  as  well  as  by  our  shoots  and 
plaudits/' 

'^HcastoTf  I  was  just  thinking  so!"  replied  his 
wife.  ''  Surely,  it  does  not  become  us  to  sit  here 
idly  looking  on,  without  taking  any  part  in  a  contest 
of  so  much  importance,  and  in  which  the  honour  of 
the  nation  is  concerned."  > 

''  No,  by  Hercules  r  rejoined  the  husband,  slap-  , 

ping  his  thigh. 
**  For  my  part,''  continued  the  great  lady,   "  I  am 

*  It  was  a  much  more  formidable  implement  than  the  modern 
one ;  in  fact,  a  small  stiletto.  Those  who  wish  for  a  more  parti- 
cular description  of  it  may  consult  either  **  Adams'  Roman  Anti- 
quities/' or  the  ^  Last  Days  of  Pompeii.'' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


94  PISO  AND  THB   PB£FBCT. 

of  opinion  tbat  we  ought  to  pat  oorselye^  forward  on 
this  remarkable  occasion  as  much  as  we  can.  We 
should  distinguish  ourselves  by  our  courage  and 
activity^  — and  thus  acquire  the  popularity  of  which, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  do  not  at  present  enjoy  so  large 
a  share  as  we  deserve/' 

'^  Right!"  said  the  great  functionary.  "  I  admire 
your .  sentiments,  and  agree  that  the  plan  which  you 
recommend  should  be  followed  up.  But  by  what 
manner  of  means  had  we  best  proceed  ?  Shall  we 
go  down  into  the  arena,  and  fight  promiscuously 
amongst  the  crowd,  or  shall  we  assail  them  with 
missiles,  without  quitting  the  station  which  we  occupy 
at  present?" 

*'  Oh  that  I  had  my  sword  and  buckler  here  at  this 
instant!"  said  the  matron,  without  attending  to  the 
question ;  "  oh  how  I  would  fight  them  if  I  were 
provided  with  my  arms !  But,  alas !  a  poor  ii^ble 
woman  like  myself  can  do  nothing,  as  it  is.  Oh 
my  trusty  blade!  how  I  regret  having  left  thee 
at  home,  [rusting  in  inglorious  security,  when  thou 
mightest  have  been  so  much  more  honourably  em- 
ployed elsewhere  ?" 

**  Never  mind,"  my  sweet  girl/'  replied  Vitalianus, 
**  I  do  not  think  that  even  if  you  bad  your  aims  here* 
you  could  make  much  use  of  them  at  present ;  for 
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after  all,  it  woald  not  be  very  deeoroas  for  as  to  go 
down  iDto  the  pit,  and  mix  with  the  mob.  And, 
besides,  we  can  do  battle  much  better  where  we  are, 
as  I  will  show  you  presently.  Bat  first  let  me  ask 
jfoa,"  continued  he,  ^'whether  you  do  not  think 
it  might  contribute  to  our  amusement,  were  yon 
and  I  to  espouse  diCTerent  sides  in  the  dispute  ? 
Yon  may  take  your  choice  of  the  two,  Lauren tia : — 
which  will  you  have?" 

"  Oh  ye  gods,  what  a  question  V  cried  the  delicate 
daae.  '*  What !  would  you  have  me  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  a  murderer,  and  fight  in  his  defence? — 
BeUtia  I — Vitalianus,  you  are  a  beast.'' 

''  Keep  your  temper,  woman/'  growled  the  Prae- 
fect,  not  particularly  well  pleased  with  the  Ciceronian 
epithet  thus  applied  to  him  by  the  wife  of  his  heart, 
^ why  make  so  much  ado  about  nothing?  For  my 
part,"  added  he,  ''  I  do  not  care  a  straw  for  these 
theatrical  disputes,  or  those  concerned  in  them, 
except  in  so  far  as  they  contribute  to  my  own  amuse- 
ment Come,  come,  Laurentia,  which  side  do  you 
take?" 

''Basilides  was  my  friend/'  replied  the  matron, 
**  and  I  will  spill  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  to  avenge 
his  death !" 
'  "  Well,"  said  her  afiectionate  husband,  '*  you  are 
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quite  at  liberty  to  do  so  as  soon  as  yoa  choose ; — aod 
DOW  let  us  proceed  to  business ; — we  have  wasted  too 
much  time  already." 

So  saying,  he  turned  round,  laid  hold  of  the  chair^ 
or  rather  the  small  couch,  upon  which  he  and  Thus* 
nelda  had  been  sitting  for  some  time  past,  and  endea- 
voured to  break  it  in  pieces  by  dashing  it  against  the 
ground.  The  attempt,  however,  proving  ineffectnaly 
"Come  hither,"  said  he  to  Vulcatius  Asper,  "and 
lend  me  a  hand ;  this  ivory  leg  is  so  strong  that  I 
cannot  break  it  off;  you  have  a  sword  by  your  side, 
have  you  not  ?"  * 

The  Tribune  replied  by  drawing  forth  his  weapon, 
and  aiming  a  blow  at  the  beautiful  piece  of  furniture, 
as  it  lay  upon  the  ground  before  him ;  but  as  he  did 
not  succeed  in  cutting  off  the  limb  at  the  first  stroke, 
the  Praefect  became  impatient,  and  desired  to  have 
the  scimitar  himself;  Vulcatius  Asper,  somewhat 
reluctantly,  as  it  seemed,  delivered  it  up. 

A  few  strong  blows  skilfully  applied  now  suc- 
ceeded in  demolishing  the  cnair ;  the  legs  were  cot 
off,  the  back  divided  into  parts,  and  the  seat  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest.  Then  taking  one  of  the  ampu- 
tated members  in  his  hand,  the  great  man  again 
approached  the  front  of  the  gallery,  and  reconnoitred 
the  proceedings  in  the  pit ;  Laurentia  Ogulnia  fol- 
lowing his  example  in  all  things,  and  providing  her- 
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^f  with  a  missile  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
htf. 

At  this  moment  the  strife  raged  with  nnprecedeoted 
▼iolence.  Persons  of  all  ranks,  classes,  and  condi- 
tions in  life,  were  seen  promiscuously  engaged  ;  for  it 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  occupants  of  the  pit  were 
exclnsiyeiy,  or  even  generally,  of  an  inferior  grade; 
on  the  contrary,  the  whole  body  of  the  knights,  many 
of  the  senators,  and  even  several  of  the  titled  magis- 
trates, were  idcladed  in  the  list ;  all,  in  short,  but  the 
few  'illustrious  personages"  who  had  the  entree  of 
the  Podium,  sat  in  the  same  place ;  and  though  in 
ordinary  cases,  certain  ranges  of  seats  were  appro- 
priated to  the  different  orders  of  the  people,  yet  on 
particular  occasions  like  the  present,  (during  the 
celebration  of  the  public  games,)  this  aristocratical 
arrangement  was  disregarded,  and  the  company  took 
possession  of  their  seats  as  chance  directed,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  time  at  which  they  arrived  in  the 
house.  Nor  did  the  vast  multitude  thus  gathered 
together  consist  exclusively  of  the  stronger  sex  ;  the 
ladies,  in  fact,  constituted  a  large  portion  of  the 
mass,  and  in  spite  of  the  delicacy  of  their  frames, 
jostled  amongst  the  crowd  with  little  appearance  of 
timidity,  nay,  actually  bore  a  part  in  the  fray  when  it 
commenced,  and  comported  themselves  with  much 
valiancy  throughout. 

VOL..  II.  F 


Digitized 


by  Google 


98  PiaO   AKB  TRB  PBJBFBCT. 

Whea,  therefore^  the  Praefect  aad  his  friends 
looked  out  upon  the  scene  below,  they  beheld  an  im- 
mense coneaorsQ  of  fevmm,  pooMnellin^  one  anothei 
iu  all  directions,  bat  mixed  lip  in  soeb  eoafasion  that 
it  seemed  scarcely  possible  even  for  tiieHiseWes  tc 
distinguish  friend  from  foe.  Most  of  them  were 
engaged  hand  to  band«  but  often  with  an  adrersarj 
of  the  most  ibcongroous  kind.  Here,  for  esample 
was  seen  a  senator  in  hia  robes,  opposed  to  a  pleheiai 
of  the  lowest  stamp,  who,  nevertheless,  perhaps 
ragged  and  nnwashed  as  he  was,  maintained  bi 
ground  sturdily,  and  kepi  his  dignified  cooqpetitor  a 
arm's  length ;  there,  was  seen  %  dandy  of  eqnestriai 
rank  enga^d  in  a  wrestling  match  with  that  outeas 
of  humanity,  a  baker's  man,  all  covered  with  meal 
who  held  him  in  an  raibrace  so  close  as  boI  only  \ 
threaten  the  dislocatioq  of  his  limbs,  bnt  the  oomplet 
demolishment  of  hm  dress.  Here,  agaia,  a  matro 
high  in  rank,  imd  of  undoubted  character^  was  see 
struggling  foi:  aupremaoy  with  bb  interesting  bat  il 
fated  uynxph,  whose  nsnal  station  in  the  theatre,  w( 
just  under  the  Velarium,  bat  who  oa  the  presei 
occasion  had  descended  from  her  eleyated  post  wit 
the  rest,  and  now  shone  eoBBpioaous  amoBgst  tl 
throng,  by  reason  of  .her  carrotty  wig>  and  the  covei 
ing  of  gold.Ieaf  with  whiph  sbi^  had  oa^efiOly  dw 
rated  her  bust     But  still  more  anoniBloufl  than  thei 
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WM  dbtt  hnxible  sigbt^  not  OBmiAmai  eiASbitedj  ^  m 
mm  and  a  aaid  engagod  »  a  aaatett  of  bjr  ao  meant 
tho  aost  amioabla  kind,  cuffs  heiag  exdumged 
instead  of  kiasfis,  and  kicks  bestowed  instead  of  oom- 
pUnents* 

It  wm  a  spectacle  of  this  btter  description  that 
fiist  called  fortk  tke  ifo  of  the  Pnefeet,  and  pronpled 
Ub  to  laAiet  paaisbmeat  on  the  nngallaat  daellist 
coBcenied. 

"  Oh^  monstfoas  sq^kt !"  ezckdmed  he  ia  a  loud 
voiee;  'Mook  at  that  Uge  niffian  wttk the kMig^ nose, 
fl^tiog  that  poor  Hide  delicate  tender  creatnre,  with 
the  jeUew  haii  and  gilt  bnal!  The  nnmaaij  mis* 
cieant !     He  will  mnrder  her !" 

*'  No  SQch  thing/'  replied  the  lady ;  ''  she  is  very 
weU  aUs  to  defend  herself  ;*— nay,  I  father  think  she 
has  the  best  of  it*  Do  ysn  net  perceive/'  added  she, 
**  that  she  is  one  of  those  aboffiiaable  women  whe 
tefoeat  the  appes  seals,  and  are  always  ready  to 
engage  in  the  first  tomult  that  breaks  fertk?  Out 
npoD  them  I — they  deserve  no  mercy  at  oar  hands." 
««  Pbor  little  dear!"  said  the  Ptefeet,  still  watoh- 
ing  tile  oombalBBtB,  and  not  piling  much  attention  to 
the  obeewations  ef  his  wife,  **  how  coungeoosly  she 
fig^ ! — and  yet  she  ia  no  match  for  that  longHiosed 
-  of  a  man^^^wbinnsoever  ha  may  be*  Ikmb^ 
f2 
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less,  though  well  dressed,  he  most  be  some  poltroon 
of  the  lowest  birth,  and  most  abandoned  character; — 
nevertheless,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  I  have  a 
faint  recollection  of  his  face." 

Vulcatins  Asper  peeped  over  the  shonlder  of  the 
great  man  as  he  spoke.  ''O  PrsBfect,  it  is  my 
brother/'  whispered  he ;  ''  that  nose  of  his  might  be 
recognised  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  .*  there  is  not 
snch  another  in  the  whole  capital." 

''What,  Nasol— old  Nosey,  — is  it  possiUe!'' 
cried  the  dignitary,  in  astonishment.  ''  Well,*  con- 
tinued he,  **  I  never  should  have  expected  to  find 
that  singular  individual  so  disgracefully  employed ; 
and  though  he  was  once  my  friend,  I  will  not  support 
him  in  his  villany." 

''But  what  can  he  do,  O  Preefectt"  asked  the 
tribune ;  "  hath  he  not  a  right  to  defend  his  own  nose 
when  it  is  attacked  ? — and  what  more  hath  he  done  ? 
Lo!  how  the  little  termagant  strives  to  tear  and 
lacerate  it  with  her  claws !" 

At  this  moment,  Vnlcatius  Naso,  in  his  anxiety  to 
defend  his  nose,  caught  hold  of  his  lovely  adversary 
by  her  hair,  the  whole  of  which  being  false,  cane  off 
in  his  hand,  and  left  her  head  in  a  state  of  complete 
nudity.  Many  of  the  surrounding  conbatiBts, 
maugre  the  engrossing  nature  of  their  own  piirsmta» 
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ooald  not  refrain  from  laughing  at  tbe  remarkable 
metamorphosis  thus  effected  in  the  appearance  of  the 
yonog  Amazon ; — ^for  young  she  was,  notwithstanding 
iier  wig,  the  customs  of  society  having  compelled  her 
td  shave  off  her  own  tresses,  which,  though  beantifuly 
were  unfortunately  black,  in  order  to  make  way 
for  the  carrotty  curls  distinctive  of  her  class  and 
calling. 

The  Prsefect  himself  g^ve  utterance  to  a  short 
laogh ;  still,  however,  he  could  not  help  muttering 
that  the  poor  girl  was  shamefully  ill-used,  and  that 
he  had  a  great  mind  to  take  her  part  ''  I  cannot 
make  out/'  said  he,  "  which  faction  she  belongs  to ; 
bat  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  that  she  may  be  doing 
battle  for  Glaphyrus,  in  which  case  she  and  I  are  of 
a  side,  and  bound  to  stand  by  each  other  to  the  last 
At  all  events,  she  is  a  woman, — a  lovely,  delicate, 
defenceless  woman,  with  a  gilt  bust  and  a  carrotty 
wig;  —  as  a  man,  therefore,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
defend  her   against  the    outrages   of  the  stronger 

So  saying,  he  levelled  his  piece, — ^that  is  to  say, 
the  amputated  leg  of  the  chair, — and  cast  it  from  his 
hand  with  so  unerring  an  aim,  that  it  alighted  pre* 
cisely  upon  that  remarkable  feature  of  the  male  c<nn» 
batant  whence  his  cognomen  was  derived,  striking 
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with  80  mmA  foTDe  as  to  rabonnd  to  a  connlenUe 
dktaBce  ofterwards,  and  otioiliitg  a  cry  of  Ike  kilter- 
eU  agony  from  its  aalnppy  owner. 

Hvfidy  delighted  with  bit  owa  ftat»  the  gnat  naa 
threw  book  kia  head,  laugked  Toeifeiwittly,  aad  ev 
elaimed,  '<  Well  dose,  VitalianiM!— Now  nay  Iks 
Fanes  seize  me  if  tboa  art  not  one  of  the  Tery  bsit 
marksmen  in  the  world  !*' 

''  Surdy*  sarely  i  who  ever  doabted  it/'  ehime4iD 
Anmneas  Flaecoa,  Idssiiig  his  feet. 

**  NeTertkdesa*  he  may  yet  find  Us  match/'  cried 
Laaientia  Ognlaia,  sneeringiy,  and  hanchiDg  fiirth 
her  owa  missile,  with  a  dexterity  nowise  inferior  tstkst 
of  her  knsband,  she  straok  the  anfortanate  dsnod 
npoa  the  Tery  apex  of  her  anfledged  aknli,  which 
resoonded  like  an  empty  eoeoa^ial  to  the  stroke* 

""Hai  bai  hal"  cachinnated  Yaloaliaa  Asper, 
mored  from  his  vsaal  gratity,  by  seeing  the  aatsgo- 
aist  of  his  beloved  brother  thas  paniabed* 

Just  at  this  jnnetare,  somethiag  to  the  ooaferioo 
of  the  two  **  good  shots/'  it  became  apparent  Act 
they  had  been  matnally  siding  with  their  eaesaes, 
instead  of  with  their  allies,  for  peroeiTing  the  ez0> 
cation  done  by  the  missiles,  Seribonias'  Mamaasi 
came  forward  from  amongst  the  crowd,  and  with  ss 
air  of  the  tenderest  solicitade^  receifed  tke  hSSa^ 
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damsel  in  Us  vrma,  whUe  Vibios  Piippt«6>  to  bo  leten 
with  liiiD»  bestowed  an  eqval  degree  of  attentiott  «pMi 
tlie  braiied  proboscis  of  her  foe. 

"EkeuT  cried  the  Pmfect, "  we  htm  made  a  aad 
mistake.  HeWet€r»  it  deea  not  mock  signify ;  hit  I 
hare  at  eay  ratoi  punished  old  Nosey  ibr  his  want  of 
gaUantry^  while  you,  my  Laarentia,  have  vindicated 
the  honour  of  yomr  sex,  by  chastising,  one  of  its 
odtsasts/' 

This  impartial  speech  was  greatly  npphuded  by 
Aaroncua  Flaecns^  and  the  rest. 

The  fight  now  seemed  to '  become  general ;  the 
habbab  and  confunon  Were  beyond  belief;  the  aound 
of  the  thomps> — ^the  horrible  shrieks>'-^e  shouts^ 
the  groans,  the  sighs,  the  8obB,-^he  trampling  of 
feat»*^the-^nothiug  ooald,  in  short,  be  like  it. 

Vitalianns  was  in  eostacies*  Bobbing  his  hands 
and  chuckling,  <'  Tkis  is  the  best  sight/'  said  he, ''  I 
e?w  saw  in  my  life.  I  think,  howeveri  that  things 
would  still  admit  of  improvement.  It  would  be 
useless,  indeed,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  horrible  up- 
roar to  think  of  singling  out  any  particular  victims 
from  amongst  the  throng ;  but  we  might  still  make 
use  of  our  weapons  to  annoy  the  whole  mass  ge- 
aavally,  and  without  any  refiMrenoe  to  the  part  which 
they  take  in  the  dispute." 
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This  proposal  did  not  seem  to  be  much  relisbed  by 
Lanrentia  Oguloia,  who  was  fearful  of  doing  any 
thing  that  might  senre  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
GlaphyruSf  and  prevent  justice  from  being  rendered 
to  his  defunct  foe.  Nevertheless,  without  paying  any 
attention  to  her  discontent/  the  great  functionary 
proceeded  to  collect  materials  for  his  purpose*  chop* 
ping  up  two  or  three  more  of  the  chairs»  and  dis- 
posing of  their  fragments  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
ready  at  hand  when  he  wanted  them  for  use.  llien, 
resuming  his  old  station  at  the  side  of  the  gallery^ 
he  began  pelting  the  mob  in  all  directions,  witboat 
the  least  regard  to  enemy  or  friend;  setting  at  de* 
fiance  all  the  ordinary  rules  of  warfare,  by  the  indis- 
criminate nature  of  his  attack,  and  appearing  to  have 
no  other  object  in  view  than  that  of  involving  the 
whole  field  in  universal  carnage. 

Meanwhile  Lanrentia  Ogulnia  kept  aloof,  bot  it 
was  evidently  with  great  difficulty  that  she  restrained 
herself.  She  was  all  over  in  a  flurry  and  ferment, 
from  head  to  foot.  She  watched  every  shot  as  it 
was  discharged,  and  her  eyes  sparkled  when  she  saw 
that  it  took  efiect  upon  some  distinguished  victim  ta 
the  pit.  At  length,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  her 
transports,  she  seized  hold  of  the  leg  of  a  chair,  and 
as  she  brandished  it  in  her  hand,  **  How  undntifal  it 
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» IB  me/'  said  she,  '*  not  to  assist  my  beloved  has- 
bnd  in  the  fight.  Surely  a  good  wife  ought  not  to 
remain  neuter  while  her  liege  lord  is  thus  actively 
engaged;  all  other  considerations  should  be  for^ 
gotten  when  her  conjugal  duties  are  concerned." 

Then,  io  compliance  with  these  excellent  precepts^ 
she  hurled  her  weapon  amongst  the  crowd,  so  far  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  her  spouse  as  not  to  take  aim 
at  any  individual  combatant,  yet,  with  a  foresight  pe» 
caKarly  her  own,  contriving  to  make  the  blow  fall 
where  the  throng  was  the  thickest,  and  where  by 
consequence  it  was  likely  to  ''  tell"  more  effectually 
than  the  random  shots  of  her  colleague.  The  result 
was  brilliant  in  the  extreme ;  a  man,  of  a  dignified 
prssence,  and  clad  in  a  manner  which  betokened  the 
holder  of  some  high  curule  office,  was  struck  on  the 
forehead,  and  brought  prostrate  on  the  ground; 
where  the  mob  soon  closed  over  him,  trampling  him 
under  foot,  as  if  he  had  been  a  thing  of  no  ac» 
eount 

"Glorious!"  exclaimed  her  husband,  ''you  have 
done  for  him ! — ^it  was  a  good  shot,  Laurentia : — the 
pnetor  Blenuus  is  no  more." 

Then,  desirous  of  rivalling  his  wife,  he  caught  up 
a  missile,  which  this  time  consisted  of  the  empty 
bottle,  out  of  which  he  had  poured  his  intoxicating 
p5 
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dnmglity  and  poising  it  in  obe  hand,  while,  ivitfa  the 
other,  ht  pointed  ont  an  indiTidaal  in  flie^,  **  Lta- 
rentia/'  said  he,  ''  do  yon  obsenre  that  old  feUow  in 
the  white  gown,  with  his  mouth  half  open,  and  hn 
tongue  lolling  out  ?  It  is  Balbns  BlsBsns,  the  adfo- 
cate;  a  man  of  the  most  dtstingaished  eloquence, 
though  afflicted  with  an  impediment  in  hii  speech, 
which  prevents  him  from  uttering  three  consecntife 
words  without  stammering  :-^now,  mark  him  weU, 
for,  by  4he  favour  of  the  gods,  I  will  sooa  ioipfove 
his  oratory/' 

So  saying,  and  taking  good  aim,  he  discharged  hb 
bottle  with  such  precision  and  dexterity,  that, 
whistling  through  the  air,  it  was  seen  for  an  instsat 
in  actual  contact  with  the  open  mouth  and  protraded 
tongue  of  the  doomed  barrister,  immediatdy  after 
which,  a  loud  crash  was  heard,  mingled  with  a 
shriek,  and  the  miserable  victim  was  exhibited  to  the 
spectators,  capering  in  his  agony,  like  one  frantie  or 
inebriated. 

The  Prsefect  again  rubbed  his  hands,  and  ohnckled 
with  delight.  **  There  !"  cried  he,  <«  I  thoogfat  that 
bottle  in  his  mouth  would  do  him  good.  Deasos- 
thenes,  you  know,  who  was  a  stammerer,  oaed  peb- 
bles  in  the  same  way,  and  cured  himself  ef  the 
defect." 
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Aainatod  by  the  expldts  which  the;  httd  per- 
faaad^  the  amteUe  pair  stiU  oontiniied  to  hmrl  their 
mianles  in  all  directions ;  and  it  came  to  pass^  that 
titer  a  vhile»  the  tide  of  the  battle  flowed  towards 
thtifli,  80  that  the  thickest  of  the  press  was  at  last 
just  under  the  place  where  they  were  stationed*  a&d 
they  looked  down*  as  it  were,  upon  the  very  heads  of 
the  oombatants  engaged.  The  Prsefeot,  then,  no 
iMger  sattafted  with  the  slight  deeds  which  he  had 
hitherto  achieved*  contemplated  the  performance  of 
a  coup  de  main^  of  the  most  astounding  character. 
"'Gome  hither*  all  of  yon,  and  lend  me  yonr  assist- 
aooe,"  said  he  to  the  company  round  abont  him ;  and 
bestowing  a  huge  kick  upon  Auruncus  Flaccus,  as 
he  sat  upon  the  ground,  '*  Rise,  sycophant  I"  he  cod- 
tiaued ;  "  what  is  the  use  of  your  sitting  there  kissing 
my  feet  all  night  long,  when  you  might  be  heli^ag  us 
in  the  fight  ?" 

Anmnctts  Flaccus  got  up  in  a  fright,  professed  his 
anxiety  to  tinake  himself  of  use,  and  apologised  for 
his  prerious  conduct,  by  saying  that  he  had  merely 
been  endeaTouring  to  imitate  the  consul  Pomponius 
Secondus,  who,  whenever  the  emperor  Caligula  went 
to  the  play,  sat  at  his.  feet,  and  saluted  them  with 
hiilips. 

''  Well/'  said  Yitalianus, ''  let  it  pass.    Now  lend 
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me  a  hand  to  move  this  coach,  which  is  somewhat  of 
the  heaviest.  Vulcatius  Asper,  you  must  give  m 
yoor  assistance,  too.** 

The  united  efforts  of  the  three,  with  some  slight 
aid  from  the  ladies,  now  sacceeded  in  raising,  and 
dragging  forward  the  large,  heavy,  and  combroos, 
though  beautiful  piece  of  furniture,  to  the  front  of 
the  Podium,  whence,  after  some  farther  difficulty  sod 
delay,  it  was  suddenly  precipitated  upon  the  very 
centre  of  the  throng  below. 

Dreadful  were  the  consequences  of  its  falL 
The  Prsefect,  looking  downwards,  perceived  thst 
it  had  forced  open  a  broad  space  among  the  crowd; 
and  was  now  lying  topsy-turvy  upon  the  ground,  or 
rather,  upon  the  mutilated  bodies  of  those  whom  it 
had  crushed  in  its  descent;  while,  surrounding  it,oo 
all  sides,  was  seen  the  terror-stricken  multitude,  who 
had  narrowly  escaped  a  participation  in  the  same 
fate.  Appalled  as  they  were,  .however,  these  people 
could  not  help  betraying  in  their  countenances  the 
utmost  horror  and  detestation  of  the  outrage  thos 
perpetrated  against  them;  and  as  the  first  impres- 
sion of  terror  died  away,  these  feelings  began  to  be 
expressed  more  openly  by  shouts,  cries,  and  threat- 
ening gestures,  directed  towards  the  privileged  seats 
and  their  occupants.  Before  things  had  arrived  at 
this  point  indeed,  the  missiles  cast  from  the  Podiom 


Digitized 


by  Google 


FIfiO  AVD  THE   PBJBFaOT.  IM 

bad  not  olirays  been  received  with  so  maeb  applame, 
or  eren  with  so  mDcb  patience  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  servile  nature  of  the  recipients, 
and  the  exalted  rank  of  those  by  whom  they  were 
discharged.  Nevertheless,  so  long  as  the  battery 
was  exclnsively  confined  to  small  shot,  there  were  no 
very  vdiement  demonstrations  of  discontent ;  it  was 
reserved  for  the  great  gnn  of  all  (so  to  speak)  to 
amke  the  passions  of  the  mob,  and  call  forth  an  ex* 
pression  of  the  fiercest  enmity  against  the  author  of 
their  wrongs. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  without  reason,  that  Vita- 
lianus,  great  man  as  he  was,  turned  pale,  and  even 
trembled,  as  he  watched  the  signs  of  kindling  wrath 
in  those  whom  he  systematically  treated  with  con- 
tumely, but  to  whose  spirit  of  forbearance  he  now 
felt  conscious  he  might  have  trusted  a  little  too 
far. 

"  They  look  angry,''  said  he/ in  a  suppressed  tone  : 
''who  would  have  supposed  the  base  rabble  had 
courage  enough  to  resent  anything,  far  less  such  a 
trifle  as  a  few  broken  heads  ?"  Then,  as  the  sound 
of  the  hissings,  hootings,  and  bowlings  reached  hi» 
ear,  *'  what  have  I  done,"  added  he,  "  beyond  what 
many  of  the  GsBsars  did  before  me,  and  that,  too, 
with  impunity  i  Did  not  the  great  Nero,  for  instance, 
frequently  amuse  himself  by  pelting  the  rabble  in  the 
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sane  nj  of  old!  and  dkl  lie  not  (by  the  same  token) 
ODce  wwukd  a  pnetor  om  the  kead,  just  as  mj  beloved 
Tife  hatb  vouoded  Blennus  ?* 

The  aproar  in  the  Cavea  bad  by  tbis  time  becooie 

quite  tremeodoos.      A  complete    cessation  of  boi» 

tilities  baTing  taken  place  between  the  two  factioos 

of  Lbe  actors,   tbe  forces  of  botb  were,  appaieotlT, 

united  in  one  Tast  clamoroos  body  of  rebels  against 

tbeir  liege  lord,  wbom  tbey  openly  denounced  as  a 

saDguinary  tyrant,  wbo  sported  witb  tbeir  lireSy  like 

the  worst  despots  of  antiquity.     Still,  their  habitual 

awe  of  his  authority  seemed  to  keep  thea  in  check, 

and  deter  them  firom  the  execntioo  of  their  threats  of 

▼eogeaoce. 

Just  at  this  crisis,  a  new  moTement  was  obserred 

amongst  the  crowd  in  a  remote  part  of  the  theatRi 

and  the  attention  of  erery  one  present  was  directed 

towards  the  point  where  it  had  unexpectedly  taken 

place;  eren  the  malcontenta  in  the  front,  the  most 

noisy  and  tiunultnoaaof  the  whole,  diacootiniied  their 

threatenings,aod  turned  back  their  heads;  while  the 

occupants  of  the  Podium  looked  forward  with  no  less 

anxietr.  id  the  same  direction,  themaelMa.     It  was 

ti»en,   that  «  a^Ol  compact  body  of  mea  was  de- 

scried  slowly  forcing  it.  way  throogh  the  cro 

the  tumnlt^Hm  aspect  of  whidi  it  was  airfllckmtlT  dis- 
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tingiiisbed  by  an  appearance  of  drsoipline  almost  mili- 
tary, preserved  in  the  order  of  its  march* 

"Who  can  they  be? — these  new  comers  ?**  mat- 
tered the  Prcefecty  donbtingly,  as  he  gaaed,  ''are 
they  likely  to  be  friends  qr  foes? — ^may  we  calculate 
upon  their  aid,  or  should  we  make  preparations  for 
deteoeeV'  Then,  as  he  watched  their  adtance,  and 
observed  something  lii^e  the  glittering  of  arms  among 
their  ranki,  ''by  the  ssgis  of  Pallas !''  exclaimed  he 
saddenly,  "  I  believe  they  are  a  party  of  my  own 
gnaords  coming  to  my  relief  :-^onbtlesS)  they  have 
heard  of  the  danger  which  threatened  me  from  the 
mob.'' 

lianrentia  Ogalnia  was  of  a  difierent  opinion. 
"  Alas !  Vitalianns/'  said  she,  "  do  yon  not  observe 
that,  although  they  are  very  evidently  armed,  they 
are  not  in  a  military  dress?  None  of  them  have 
hdmeta  on  their  heads,  nor  are  their  tunics  plated 
with  mail ; — nay,  I  see  some  amongst  them  who  have 
long  white  robes,  tucked  up  above  their  knees,  in  the 
manner  commonly  adopted  by  gownsmen  when  ac- 
tively employed/' 

«'  It  is  indeed  too  true,''  lepfied  the  Profect;  •^  I 
fear,  Lanrentia,  you  are  in  the  right ;''  and  address* 
ing  himself  to  Ynleatiiis  Asper,  ''  Surely,''  said  he, 
**  you  have  not  fidled  to  station  a  suflScient  body 
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of  the  Praetorians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
theatre?" 

The  Tribune,  thas  questioned,  confessed  with 
some  embarrassment,  that  no  considerable  party  of 
the  guards  was  in  attendance. 

"  Villain !"  cried  the  Prefect,  *'  you  shall  be  an- 
swerable for  this  hereafter!  What  may  not  we 
suffer  from  your  treachery  or  neglect?" 

Here  Laurentia  Ogulnia  uttered  an  exclamatioii 
of  surprise,  and  calling  to  her  husband,  "  Oh,  Vita- 
lianus  !'*  said  she,  as  she  pointed  with  ber  finger 
towards  a  tall,  slender,  dignified  looking  youth  it 
the  head  of  the  new-comers,  and  apparently  leading 
them  on, — **  oh,  Vitalianus !  who  can  that  be  ?  As- 
suredly, I  have  seen  that  young  man  before; — I 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  his  mien,  though  he  is  still  too 
far  distant  for  me  to  recognise  his  face." 

Vitalianus  looked  in  the  direction  which  she  indi- 
cated, till  his  very  eyes  seemed  bursting  from  their 
sockets ;  then  covering  them  for  a  moment  with  his 
hand,  ''  My  sight,"  said  he,  '*  is  no  better  than 
yours ;  I  cannot  make  him  out ;  at  all  events,  how* 
ever,  it  is  plain  that  he  is  the  leader  of  theise  strange 
intruders,  whoever  they  may  be,  for  he  walks  in  the 
van,  almost  by  himself,  and  occasionally  iooka  bade 
and  Waves  his  hand,  as  if  encouraging  them  to  (clh^ 
him  on.    Thusnelda,"  added  he,  suddenly,  *'  you  are 
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yoaog.  Iiook  oat,  my  dear  girl,  and  try  whether 
yoor  eyes  may  not  be  more  serviceable  than  ours/' 

Here  Laurentia  Ogalnia  could  not  help  observing, 
with  a  frown,  that  she  had  been  near-sighted  from 
her  birth ; — ^that  age  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
defect. 

Thasnelda  affected  to  do  as  she  was  desired;  bat 
the  tnith  was,  that  her  visual  organs  had  already 
informed  her  of  that  which  was  still  a  secret  to  the 
rest,  though  for  some  reason  ho  less  important  than 
iaeiplicable,  she  could  not  prevail  upon  herself  to  com- 
municate the  intelligence  orally  to  any  one ;  a  deep 
flush  on  her  cheeks,  however,  answered  all  the  pur^ 
poses  of  the  most  diffusive  speech,  for  no  sooner  was 
it  perceived  by  the  acute,  though  near-sighted  lady, 
by  her  side,  than  her  mind  was  enlightened  at  once, 
"It  is  Piso,  as  I  live!''  exclaimed  she  ecstatically, 
"  he, — Piso, — and  nobody  else !" 

And  that  it  really  was  the  young  Patrician,  thus 
designated,  there  soon  remained  no  douht;  neither  did 
it  long  remain  doubtful  that  he  came  with  a  purpose 
far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  vague  threatenings, 
and  ill  directed  hostility  of  the  mob.  Supported  by 
a  snail  band  of  the  conspirators,  whose  plans  have 
already  been  in  some  sort  developed,  and  who,  vacil-* 
lating  and  undecided  as  they  were  for  a  while,  bad  at 
length  been  determined  by  his  advice  on  the  execu- 
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tionof  CiMir  oiii^al  deaigii,  he  had  ataliMed  hhMdf 
at  aa  ««rl j  peilod  of  the  eromog  m  a  reoMte  put  of 
Ike  theatre,  and  lam  by  qoietly.  though  hy  no  awaas 
patieody » in  expectation  of  iome  favouiaMe  opporl»- 
ni^  occmriag  for  the  maditated  attempt.  Hw  had 
at  last  been  aflTorded  by  the  wanton  barbarity  of  the 
"  illafltriomi  peraonage,''  and  the  eonieqnent  eaoupe- 
intion  of  the  mob.  He  aaw  that  the  tyiant  wan  little 
likely  to  obtain  defenders  in  has  extremity,  amos^t 
Iheee  whom  he  had  so  cnmllyontraged  and  provoked; 
nay,  that  the  iiritnted  mnltitade  might  rather  be  ex* 
peeled  to  iMke  common  cause  with  those  whom  they 
eoald  not  bat  esteem  as  ftiends  and  liberaton»  ae- 
laated  by  an  honest  halared  of  the  general  enemy  and 
oppressor;  — he  now,  therefore,  came  forward  with 
the  atowed  pvpose  of  exciting  an  insarrectionaty 
moToment  amongst  the  people,  and  of  seising  the 
person,  or  patting  an  end  to  the  life,  of  the  ariatmy 
iadividaal  who  (ia  spite  of  the  ladioroas  points  in  his 
ehanu)ter)  had  so  longraled  die  capital  with  a  away, 
in  comparison  with  which  the  government  ef  the 
wont  emperors  had  been  mild  and  lenient 

Keeping  his  eyes  fixed  steadfiuitly  on  the  new 
object  of  attraction  which  had  thas  appeared,  **  Tfwly, 
my  Laarenti%''  said  the  Frefefect,  <*  it  is  even  aaysa 
say.  This  is  no  other  than  Calpamias  Piao^ — the 
yoang  P^triciatt  whose  arrival  in  the  capital  not  kag 
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mnoe  excilteA  lo  mocii  ohMrrtftioAy  aod  wli0,  if.  ny 
iMOiory  MTvei  me  rigte,  had  the  konwr  tf  dimng 
with  u  soon  afterwards^  ia  ecaapanj  mtli  Us  mmdm 
Setiborivs  Mamniui, and  afew  aiore ; -^ parttoahas 
irUoh*  nnisopartent  as  Ihay  are^  yon  may  poisiUy 
laeoHeeL  I  now  aea  hkn  plainly  «Boagii|  and  aaaoat 
ba  mistahen  in  my  man.  Bot  it  is  not  to  easy  to 
make  oat  wiw  are  his  followers,  or  ftr  what  paqKwe 
they  thas  come  towards  as  in  a  sort  of  militaiy  array. 
¥etily,  I  trust  they  aia  actimtod  by  oo  motitas  of  a 
diBk>yal  oharacfter,'' 

''Impeariblar  cried  the  great  lady;  "I  woald 
aasirer  for  Calpamins  Pbo  as  for  myaelf^  He  is  fisr 
too  well  mannered  a  yoang  maa  to  take  part  with  the 
tahble  against  die  Bristoeraey^  who,  whaterer  may  be 
liiair  fanlts^  constitnta  the  only  food   society  in 


^  I  do  not  feel  quite  so  eonfident  of  the  thing  my^ 
aelf/'  replied  her  hnsband;  ''strange  notions  are 
afloat  now  aboat  the  rights  of  the.peop1e,  the  liberties 
of  nmnkindy  and  so  forth ;  a  strong  government  is 
styled  a  bad  one ;  the  magistrates,  when  they  exeroiBe 
a  little  seasonable  severity,  are  as  mnoh  fouad  ftralt 
with  as  if  they  had  perpetrated  the  BMSt  atiooions 
eitmes;  lenteocy,  on  the  other  hand,  obtains  no 
thanks,  and  intariably  girea  rise  to  encroachments  on 
the  part  of  those  towards  whom  it  is  displayed.    Bat 
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the  worst  feature  of  the  times,  id  my  opinion  is,  that 
these  democratical  notions  are  not  only  preralent 
among  the  lower  classes,  where  they  might  be  ex- 
pected to  exist,  but  are  also  pretty  generally  adopted 
by  the  younger  branches  of  the  nobility,  and  those 
privileged  orders  who  from  motives  of  self-interest, 
usually  make  a  point  of  supporting  an  established 
government,  however  oppressive  or  unconstitutional 
it  may  be.  It  is  not  therefore,  I  fear,  impossible, 
that  Calpurnius  Piso  may  himself  have  imbibed  some 
such  ridiculous  notions,  as  well  as  the  rest.  But 
stay !"  continued  he,  abruptly  finishing  his  harangue, 
'^what  ne^  manoeuvres  are  these?  What  fresh 
demonstrations  are  they  making  now  V* 

"  Piso  and  his  followers  have  made  a  halt,^  said 
Laurentia  Ogulnia,  ''  they  have  drawn  up,  rank  and 
file,  in  the  very  thickest  part  of  the  crowd,  which 
having  opened  to  receive  them  as  they  approached, 
now  seems  to  be  in  the  act  of  closing  round  them  in  a 
circle,  while  Piso  himself  stands  a  little  apart  from 
the  rest,  and  forms  as  it  were  the  most  conspicuous 
object  in  the  group." 

"  He  is  preparing  to  address  the  multitude  in  a 
speech,"  cried  the  PraBfect,  "  I  now  see  the  thing 
quite  plainly  ; — look,  bow  he  draws  himself  up  to  his 
full  height ;  —  stretches  forth  his  hands,  —  and  looks 
round  him  with  an  air  of  confidence.    And,  hark  ! 
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with  what  a  cheer  of  encottragement  he  u  gpreeted  by 
his  anditory !    I  do  not  like  the  soand  of  it  at  all.'' 

"  Nor  I  either,  I  confess/'  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia ; 
''  why  should  the  wretches  give  him  sach  a  warm 
welcome  unless  they  knew  him  to  be  one  of  them- 
selves." 

''Now/'  resumed  the  Preefect,  ''he  has  com- 
menced his  speech ;  he  is  pronouncing  the  exordium, 
or  the  first  division  of  the  harangue,  —  for  I  do  not 
doubt  that  he  attends  to  all  the  rules  of  rhetoric; — 
that  it  is  abrupt  and  inflammatory^  you  may  be  sure, 
DOt  ooly  because  his  gestures  are  violent  and  his 
looks  threatening,  but  because  it  is  almost  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  opening  of  a  speech  should  be  of 
this  character.  A  dash  of  the  ironical  is  nevertheless 
admissible;  for  which  reason  it  is  that  the  young 
orator  curls  his  lip,  elevates  his  eyebrows^  and  sneers 
so  maliciously,  that  I  could  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
knock  him  down  with  the  leg  of  a  chair,  if  I  still  had 
one  in  my  possession,  but  unfortunately  they  are  all 
used  up.  He  is  no  doubt  abusing  me  properly; 
and  in  imitation  of  Cicero,  calling  me  by  names  which 
I  should  be  sorry  to  repeat.  His  violence,  too,  is  I 
dare  say,  much  increased  by  the  presence  of  myself, 
—  the  object  of  his  abuse:  he  is  irritated  by  my 
audacity  in  thus  facing  him,  just  as  his  great  proto- 
type was  irritated  of  old  by  the  audacious  presence 
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of  CatiMoe.  Nevertiieletty  U  is  comlbrtable  to  le- 
flect  thftt  the  TiofeBoe  of  his  exordimm  witl  probably 
senre  to  curtait  its  lengthy  as  occurred  ia  the  second, 
and  perhaps  the  Most  formidabte  of  the  PhilUppics.'' 

**  Whjf  what  noasease  is  ail  this  ?*'  said  his  beloved 
wife,  "  how  ridiculous  it  is  to  hear  you  talking  so 
cooUy  about  oratora  and  the  mles  of  rhetoric^  at  a 
momeut  when  you  oug^  to  be  employed  in  checking 
the  rebellion  which  has  to  aH  appearance  brokeo  out 
Verily,  the  fames  of  that  FalerniaD  which  yon  im- 
bibedy  must  be  still  lurkiof  ia  your  brain." 

**  Peace,  womaa/'  said  the  great  bmu,  haughtily ; 
**  thy  name  is  weakness  ;^ — my  sobriety  ia  complete. 
How,  indeed,  were  it  otherwise,  could  I  thus  explain 
to  thee  the  mysteries  of  the  oratonoal  art  V* 

**  I  wish,  then,''  rejoined  the  lady,  *'  that  if  yoo 
are  quite  sober  now,  you  would  speedily  become  a 
little  tipsy;  for  in  thait  case  you  might  possiUj  so  far 
exert  yourself  as  to  cause  that  dangerous  young  man 
to  be  arrested,  aad  taken  up,  instead  of  £ivocuriiig  me 
with  expbinatioos  which  I  do  not  want,  and  hare  no 
wish  to  hear :  —  Listen  P'  added  she,  aftev  a  brief 
pause,  ^*  how  Tehemently  they  are  applauding  him  at 
this  minute !" 

^  That  ia  because  he  has  }ust  fiakhod  bis  ttior- 
dinm^,,"  replied  the  Prssfeot  quickly,  as  he  again 
mounted  his  hobby-horse,  **  and  lo !  with  what  bfendbd 
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grace  nd  dignity  he  bows  around  him,  in  answer  to 
their  plaudits !  Now,  then,  it  is  clearly  his  duty  to 
giye  them  the  narration,  or  statement  of  the  case, 
which,  though  deceatly  adorned  with  the  flowers  of 
rhetoric,  needs  not  to  be  so  vehement  or  inflamma- 
tory as  the  preceding  portion  of  his  address.  Aye, 
there  he  goea,  as  one  may  say,  smoothly  sailing  along 
in  the  coarse  ef  his  narrative,  without  any  of  those 
abrupt  starts,  and  alterations  in  the  voice  to  which 
he  was  liable  before.  His  countenance,  you  perceive, 
is  quite  calm  and  placid,  though  dignified  in  the  ex- 
treme :  while  his  two  arms  rise  and  fall  alternately, 
like  the  sails  of  a  windmill''*'  when  in  full  action. 
These  gestares,  it  mast  be  allowed,  are  very  elegant 
and  gracefal ;  and  could  you  but  hear  his  words,  my 
I^Ofentia,  I  have  do  doubt  that  you  would  be  infi- 
nitely delighted  at  the  dexterity  with  which  he  con- 
trives to  make  tfie  most  of  a  bad  cause^  glozing  over 
the  truth  in  such  sort  as  to  keep  it  out  of  view,  and 
asserting  his  fallacies  with  an  air  of  confidence  which 
gives  tb^m  weight :  for  herein  consists  the  chief  art 
of  aa  advocate." 

**  Oh  holy  gods !"  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia  in  an 
agoay ;  **  what  strange  infatuation  is  this,  Yitalianus, 
which  prompts  yoa  to  make  sport  of  that   which 

•  This  seems  like  an  anachronism.  Windmills  could  hardly 
have  btea  ia  ase  in  the  days  of  &e  Prafect. 
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threatens  you  with  death  and  ruia  ?  Do  yo 
comprehend,  vain  man !  that  when  the  young  < 
has  finished  his  speech,  he  will  infallibly  lead  c 
multitude  in  an  attack  upon  your  life?" 

"  Be  pacified,"  replied  the  dignitary;  **  thei 
time  for  all  things ;  there  is  a  time  for  listening 
address,  and  a  time  for  making  one*s  reply. 
situation  may  not  be  so  perilous  as  you  suppose 
should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  I  have  c 
descend  into  the  arena,  and  pronounce  a  spe 
my  own,  which  I  have  no  doubt  would  sp 
refute  the  arguments  of  the  young  advocate, 
nious  as  they  may  be^  and  reinstate  me  in  the  1 
of  the  mob." 

'*  O  vecors  et  aniens !  —  O  mad  and  foolis 
exclaimed  the  great  dame,  no  less  enthusias 
than  before. 

*'  But  as  this  is  a  measure  which  I  reserve  i 
last  extremity/'  continued  the  victim  of  the 
"  let  us  at  present  confine  ourselves  to  the  d 
auditors, — or  rather  of  spectators,  our  situation 
such  as  to  preclude  us  from  making  use  of  oui 
If  I  do  not  mistake  the  argumentative  cast 
countenance,  the  young  orator  is  just  now  al 
enter  upon  that  section- of  his  harangue  tech 
termed  the  confirmation,  wherein  he  will  endc 
to  prove  the  truth  of  all  those  scandalous  am 
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linable  falsehoods  with  which  he  has  filled  the  fore- 
^iiig-  portions  of  his  address." 

*'  And  when  he  has  done  this,"  said   Laurentia 
^uhiia,  ••  what  will  he  do  next?" 
•'  Doubtless,"  replied  her  husband,  **  he  will  wind 
)  the  whole  with  a  peroration  of  the  most  enchant- 
g  grace  and  eloquence." 

"Will  he?"  cried  the  lady  in  a  loud  voice; 
Dii  immortales!  —  alas,  no,  my  husband  !  —  he  will 
>me  and  cut  your  throat." 

This  last  suggestion  was  so  forcible  from  its  bluiU- 
ss,  and  the  energy  with  which  it  was  pronouncud, 
lat  it  did  not  fail  to  make  a  considerable  impression 
fi  the  mind  of  the  individual  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
ressed.  In  fact,  it  awakened  him  to  a  much  more 
ear  seuse  of  his  danger  than  he  had  previously  ex\- 
irtained,  and  a  change  came  over  his  countenance 
s  he  turned  to  Laurentia  and  acknowledged  his  im- 
rudence  thus :  — 

''1  was  wrong  to  calculate  upon  a  regular  speich, 
dorued  with  all  the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  which  would 
ave  afforded  me  time  to  take  measures  for  my  own 
efence,  or  for  the  punishment  of  the  speaker.  It  is 
ow  but  too  evident  that  the  address  will  be  short,  and 

suspect  little  more  regular  in  its  construction,  than 
ue  of  those  wild  desultory  harangues  addressed  by  a 
eneral  to  his  troops,  on  the  eve  of  an  engagement. 

VOL.  II.  G 
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The  confirmation  is  probably  by  this  time  aloi 
an  end,  and  whether  there  will  be  any  peroral 
all  is,  I  think,  more  than  doubtful.  Indeed^ 
very  uncertain  whether  the  young  speechifier, 
I  will  not  now  term  him  an  orator, —  has  had  t 
cency  to  make  any  division  of  ^ parts*  at  a 
though  his  violent  gesticulatious  and  the  plau 
the  mob  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  he  is  d,\ 
to  a  close,  there  have  as  yet  been  no  signs 
making  the  pause  which  usually  occurs  betwe 
two  final  sections  of  an  address.  I  am  inclii 
think,  therefore,  that  the  whole  hath  consisi 
one  homogeneous  mass  of  words  throughout." 
Just  as  the  great  man  concluded  these  criti 
marks,  a  deafening  shout  rose  from  the  multituc 
Piso  having  ended  his  speech,  was  observed  tc 
his  sword  three  times  in  the  air,  and  then  spring  fc 
towards  the  Podium,  folbwed  in  compact  ore 
his  armed  partisans,  and  supported  on  each  s 
the  tumultuous  throng  of  the  populace.  So  s 
was  the  onset,  that  the  Praefect,  in  the  coi 
state  of  his  mind,  seemed  utterly  incapable  of 
ing  any  means  either  of  escape  or  defence ;  t 
the  latter  was,  indeed,  sufficiently  precluded  1 
immense  number  of  the  assailants,  and  the  abse 
his  customary  guards.     Laurentia  Oguloia  f 
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\0T,  bat  to  her  horror  and  consternatioDy  it  was 

1. 

Veachery,  treachery  !"  cried  she,  vehemently, 

hammered  upon  the  barrier  thus  unexpectedly 
?d  to  her,  with  her  fists, 
'reachery !"  echoed  Vulcatius  Asper,  as  he  af- 

to  assist  her  in  her  fruitless  efforts  to  escape, 
reachery  !*'  repeated  the  Praefect,  as  he  glanced 

wildly,  first  towards  the  closed  door,  and  then 
ds  the  coming  thousands,  from  the  pit. 
tbat  moment,  a  peal  of  thunder,  but  not  one  of 
>rdiDary   loudness,   rattled    above    the  house : 
orm  seemed  on  its  return. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   INSURRECTION,   AND   ITS  ITPSHOT. 

A  LONG  i^ow  of  heads  was  now  seen  rising  into  the 
Podium  from  the  pit.  •  The  Prcefect  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  escape,  put  on  an  appearance  of  hardihood, 
or  magnanimity,  and  waving  the  sword  which  he  had 
received  from  Vulcatins  Asper  some  time  befimre, 
advanced  towards  the  intruders  with  a  firm  step. 
Then,  as  he  confronted  them^  his  countenance  as- 
sumed an  aspect  of  profound  contempt,  and  indomit- 
able haughtiness ;  his  brow  lowered,  his  lip  curled, 
and  in  a  low,  deep,  yet  distinctly  audible  voice,  be 
thus  addressed  himself  to  the  throng : 

''  Rebels  and  ruffians !  why  come  ye  here  ?  —  why 
do  ye  thus  intrude  yourselves  on  the  presence  of 
your  betters?  —  Withdraw,  I  command  ye,  on  the 
peril  of  your  lives!  —  Begope,  instantlyi  from  mj 
sight!" 
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It  was  carious  to  observe  the  eflfeets  of  this  auda- 
cious language  upon  the  multitude.  Numbers  of 
those  who  had  been  the  most  ready  to  advance,  sud- 
denly trod  shorty  or  stepped  back  and  remained  sta- 
tionary ;  awed  by  the  bearing  of  the  solitary  indivi- 
dual who  had  thus  set  them  at  nought^  and  received 
them  with  the  arrogance  of  a  master,  rather  than  with 
the  humility  of  a  suppliant*  Some  few  of  the  assail- 
ants, however,  were  not  so  easily  abashed ;  and  the 
majority  recovered  by  degrees  from  the  effects  cff 
their  first  astonishment  After  a  short  pause,  there- 
fore, a  murmur  was  heard  amongst  the  crowd  ;  and 
this  symptom  of  their  returning  wrath  was  speedily 
followed  by  the  still  less  equivocal  token  of  a  wild 
cry,  accompanied  by  a  general  movement  towards 
the  object  of  their  animosity. 

Without  flinching  in  the  least  did  he  watch  these 
formidable  signs.  Then  with  a  countenance  no  less 
scornful  and  imperious  than  that  which  he  had  as- 
sumed at  first,  **  Be  silent,  miscreants !"  he  ex- 
claimed in  a  loud  voice,  '^  do  not  thus  strain  your 
throats  for  nothing !  —  Know,  that  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  the  shouts  of  warlike  and  honourable 
enemies  in  the  field;  —  why,  then,  should  I  be  ap- 
palled by  the  dastardly  cries  of  a  debased  populace  V* 

Confounded  by  his  intrepidity,  the  mob  again 
recoiled  as  before.    But  it  was  only  for  an  instant 
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that  they  hentatod.  Irritated  bj  hia  idMse*  a 
cry  broke  forth  of  ''  Dowd  with  tbe  tyrant  1— 'wa 
have  oar  reTeoge !"  and  the  whale  maas  came 
ward,  in  a  torrent  which  aeemad  ineyitably  deal 
to  orerwhelm  him.  Forced  to  giye  way,  be 
retreated  aa  for  as  lie  eoald^  atiU,  howeyar,  kec 
bis  front  to  the  enemy,  and  regarding  tbem 
glances  $o  stem  and  irefnl,  that  those  whe  we 
the  foremost  ranks,  seemed  unwilling  to  encoi 
them,  and  tamed  aside  their  faces  as  they  adTai 
Brought  np  by  the  wall,  he  was  at  last  obQg 
make  a  stand,  wlnle  his  afsaflants  atili  presse 
towards  him  as  before.  Nevertheless,  thongh  d 
to  extremities,  and  consmoas  that  he  was  compi 
at  the  mercy  of  his  foea^  his  indoBBtable  pridi 
arrogance  would  not  pemit  him  to  show  sigi 
yielding,  or  even  to  diseoptinne  the  tannts  to  •% 
he  had  already  given  vent  with  so  moch  Iibea 
and  so  little  pradence*  ''  Base  slaves !"  cried  1 
a  fierce  voice,  '^  ye  q>urioas  sons  of  Italy  ! — ^ye 
of  the  earth  1 — ^ye  outcasts  of  mankind ! — Do  ye 
to  raise  your  hands  against  one  by  whom  nun 
yoa  have  ere  this  been  bound  in  fetters,  and  ac 
the  halberds?"  For  many  of  those  who  held 
rank  of  citiaens  were,  in  fact,  nothing  but  enfrand 
slaves,  imported  into  Italy  from  the  ptovinee 
captured  in  the  wars  with  the  surroanding  8( 
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The  tmth  of  the  inyective,  therefore,  together  with 
its  nnprecedented  aadacity,  oonsideriiig  the  oircum* 
stances  under  which  it  was  pronounced,  had  for  the 
third  time  the  effect  of  checking  the  assailants,  and 
affofding  a  brief  resiule  to  their  destined  prey. 

Bot  in  a  few  seconds  more,  it  became  evident, 
ftom  their  shouts  and  cries,  that  the  enraged  multi- 
tude were  again  preparing  for  an  attack* 

Piso  and  his  followers  had  as  yet  kept  somewhat 
aloof;  for  although  it  had  originally  been  his  inten- 
tion to  act  a  more  distinguished  part,  when  he  saw 
the  excitement  of  the  multitude,  and  considered  what 
were  likely  to  be  its  effects,  he  deemed  it  better  to 
let  things  take  their  course,  and  refrain  from  inter- 
ference in  a  transaction  where  his  aid  seemed  no 
longer  indispensable  or  necessary*  He  was  not 
indeed  displeased  to  see  that  the  life  of  the  public 
enemy  might  be  sacrificed  without  his  own  hand 
being  imbrued  in  his  blood ;  for  thoughi  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  Piso  was  far  from 
looking  upon  an  act  of  homicide  with  the  horror  and 
detestation  which  are  attached  to  it  at  present,  a 
feeling  of  compunction  irresistibly  intruded  itself  into 
bis  mind,  when  he  reflected  that  he  was  about  to  lift 
his  hand  against  one,  who,  whatever  might  be  his 
public  faults,  had  in  private  treated  him  with  a  hos- 
pitality of  which  he  could  not  but  entertain  a  favour- 
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able  remembrance,  and  who,  tyrant  as  be  was,  had 
certainly  as  yet  given  bim  no  just  groands  of  personal 
disaffection  or  offence. 

This  impression  was  so  much  strengthened  by  the 
dignified  and  courageous  bearing  of  the  man  himaelf, 
that  when  Piso  saw  him  surrounded  by  the  infuriated 
mob,  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  refrain  from 
interposing  in  his  behalf.  Nevertheless,  when  he 
considered  the  vindictive  and  revengeful  character  of 
the  individual  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  it  imme* 
diately  became  apparent  to  bim,  that  the  act  of  mercy 
which  he  thus  contemplated  might  give  rise  to  con- 
sequences far  more  disastrous  than  those  which  it 
would  prevent,  and  he  hesitated  to  indulge  the  nata* 
ral  impulse  of  his  heart. 

From  this  dubious  vacillating  state  he  was  roused 
by  the  murmurs  of  his  own  followers,  who,  uolike 
himself,  had  been  slow  to  engage  in  the  conspiracy 
while  the  event  seemed  doubtful,  but  were  dow 
anxious  to  distinguish  themselves  by  their  acti?ity 
when  they  seemed  pretty  certain  to  succeed. 

"  Piso  !  Piso  !"  whispered  one  of  them  in  his  ear, 
**  why  are  you  thus  backward  to  perform  your  part? 
Why  do  you  thus  withhold  us  from  seiaung  on  our 
preyr 

'' Lo !  Piso!"  cried  another,  ''the  tyrant  stands 
within  our  grasp !     Are  we  not  at  length  to  reap  the 
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fniits  of  oor  hazardous  enterprise,  bat  to  throw  them 
away  ?" 

"Piso!  Pbo!"  said  a  third,  in  an  admonitory 
▼oice,  ''  where  is  the  consecrated  poniard  with  which 
yoQ  have  been  entrusted  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
delivering  the  empire  from  an  oppressor,  and  why  do 
yoQ  now  hesitate  to  employ  it  when  the  opportunity 
has  arrived  ?" 

These  inuendoes  were  of  too  marked  a  character  to 
be  wholly  overlooked.  The  young  Patrician  saw 
that  he  shonld  lay  himself  open  to  an  imputation  of 
Ittkewarmness,  or  even  of  treacheryi  by  remaining 
neater  in  a  case  where  it  was  evidently  expected 
not  only  that  he  should  perform  a  distinguished  part 
himself,  but  also  that  he  should  enable  many  others 
to  render  themselves  conspicuous  in  a  secondary  de* 
gree  at  the  same  tiine.  Suppressing  the  compunc^ 
tious  visitings  by  which  he  had  been  assailed,  he  now 
therefore  gave  the  word  of  command  to  his  followers 
to  advance ;  and  as  the  crowd  involuntarily  retired 
at  their  approach,  be  soon  found  himself  opposed 
face  to  face  to  the  undaunted  Vitalianus^  who,  with 
bis  back  agdnst  the  wall,  and  his  sword  pointed  in 
bis  hand,  had  for  some  time  past  succeeded  in  keep- 
ing at  bay  the  vast  concourse  of  his  tumultuous 
enemies,  and  still  seemed  determined  upon  defending 
himself  against  whatever  odds  he  might  be  fated  to 
G  5 
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enebunter*  Terrible  was  the  soowl  witb  wkid 
eyed  the  young  patriot  before  whose  aveoging  I 
he  at  length  seemed  denned  to  saccttmbi 

Piso  was  again  scarcely  less  embarrassed 
before.  Thoogh  a  Roman  and  m  pagan,  il  atill 
not  his  lot  to  have  been  framed  of  that  ^'  impeneti 
stuff"  which  rendered  a  Brutus  capable  of  is 
lating  his  best  friendi  and  a  Scipio  *  of  aasassim 
his  near  relatiye.  It  was  in  Tain  tiuX  he  refic 
upon  the  cmel  and  sanguinary  character  of 
despot,  and  the  horrible  tyranny  which  he  bad 
years  exercised  over  the  metropolis.  It  was  t 
purpose  that  he  again  called  to  mind  the  injui 
consequences  of  allowing  him  to  escape,  or  antidfi 
the  execution  of  a  revenge  by  which  thousands  n 
be  made  to  suffer  for  the  mercy  shown  to  one. 
he  could  not  help  feeling,  that,  by  a  fortuitous  coi 
rence  of  circumstances,  rather  than  anything 
the  oppressor  had  already  in  a  manner  changed  pi 
with  the  oppressed  ^  that,  if  not  wholly  unarmed 
despot  of  the  last  hour  now,  at  least,  stood  ha 
him  unprovided  with  any  adequate  means  of  resist 
or  defence  ;  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  base 
cowardly  than  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantf 

*  Scipio  Nasica;  who  killed  his  cousin  Tiberius  Grac 
with  his  own  hand :  —  an  infamous  act,  peqpetrated  iu  supp 
a  base  oligarchy  agaiast  one  of  the  greatest  patriots  of  antiqu 
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disproportionate  as  they  were,  which  chance  bad  thus 
afforded  him  over  a  prostrate^  bat  still  manly  and 
eoonigeoofl  foe. 

While  these  thoughts  passed  throngb  his  mind,  he 
stood  inert^  and  almost  motionless,  hesitating  what 
coarse  to  pnrsae,  in  a  manner  which,  it  is  to  be 
Seared,  bespoke  little  decision  of  character,  or  unity 
of  purpose,  and  which  certainly  had  not  the  effect  of 
raising  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  surrounding  popu- 
lace, or  even  of  his  own  immediate  partisans.  After 
a  brief  space,  therefore,  a  thousand  voices  were  heard 
^^ng  him  on  in  unison  to  the  execution  of  the  deed, 
to  perform  which  he  was  so  reluctant  and  averse. 
^*  Down  with  the  tyrant ! — cut  him  down ! — cut  him 
down !''  resounded  in  his  ears  on  all  sides,  and  from 
all  quarters  at  once,  while  the  muttered  admonitions  of 
diose  who  were  near  at  hand,  no  less  forcibly  warned 
him  that  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  forbear. 

Thus  urged,  he  resheathed  the 'weapon  he  had 
hitherto  employed,  and  putting  his  hand  within  his 
vest,  reverentially  drew  forth  the  small  silver-hafted 
dagger  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  Temple  of 
the  Sun.  No  sooner  was  the  glitter  of  its  blade 
visible,  than  those  of  his  followers  who  were  in  the 
secret,  bowed  their  beads  in  acknowledgment  of  its 
sanctity,  and  congratulated  themselves  on  the  posses- 
sion of  so  powerful,  though  inanimate  an  ally ; — the 
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mere  sight  of  which,  they  doubted  not,  would 
ficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart;  what,  tb 
argued,  might  not  be  expected  from  an  actua 
cation  of  its  point  ? 

But  ere  a  trial  of  this  redoubted  weapon  € 
made  upon  the  person  of  Vitalianus,  it  becann 
sary  to  remove  that  of  his  wife,  who  was  seen  i 
closely  round  his  neck  with  her  arms,  and  ( 
him  almost  all  over  in  front  from  head  to  foot, 
indeed  had  been  the  astonishment  of  the  .sp( 
to  see  this  amiable  heroine  rush  through  ihi 
some  moments  before,  and  throw  herself  betw 
husband  and  his  foes.  None  who  were  acquain 
her  character,  could  possibly  conceive  for  wha 
she  thus  periled  her  own  life  in  defence  of 
whom  she  had  never  been  supposed  to  entert^ 
than  a  very  ordinary  portion  of  connubial  lov( 
love  of  a  ^'flourish,"  and  a  desire  for  "stage- 
were  indeed  well  known  to  have  far  more 
with  her  than  with  the  generality  of  mankin 
it  was  difficult  to  believe  that  these  passions,  p 
as  they  might  be,  could  have  solely  influencec 
an  occasion  not  so  much  theatrically  tragical, 
gical  in  earnest. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  the  causes 
conduct,  the  effects  were  the  same;  for  tli< 
actually  hung  suspended,  like  a  mighty  locke 
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ber  husband's  neck ;  yreepiog,  and  waiKng,  and 
gnashing  her  teeth,  as  was  her  wont,  after  a  fashion 
of  the  most  dolorous  alld  afDicting  kind.  Oceasion-> 
ally,  also,  did  she  indulge  in  an  articulate  manifes- 
tation of  ber  grief,  pouring  forth  complaints  deeply 
steeped  in  bitterness,  and  giving  vent  to  reproaches 
against  the  authors  of  her  wrongs.  *^  Monsters !" 
cried  she,  apostrophising  the  multitude,  between  her 
sobs,  '' Monsters]  what  would  ye  have?  Do  you 
seek  the  life  of  the  best  husband  I  ever  yet  pos- 
sessed,— my  fifth,  last,  and  dearest? — ^Woe  unto 
yoD,  I  say  ! — Would  you  make  me  a  widow  in  my 
nonage  ?  Would  you  force  me  to  bestow  my  hand  upon 
another,  for  the  sixth  time  in  my  life? — Shame  upon 
yon,  base  men! — Shame  upon  you,  I  say;^ — you 
should  have  mercy  on  my  distress." 

These  appeals,  heart-rending  as  they  were,  were, 
nevertheless,  very  generally  received  with  laughter, 
and  replied  to  with  derision.  **  Never  mind,  old 
woman,"  cried  one,  ''if  you  do  lose  your  fifth  hus- 
band, you  will  soon  get  a  sixth." 

*'  You  are  used  to  such  changes ;  they  will  do  you 
no  harm,"  bawled  another,  at  the  top  of  his  voice. 

"  We  are  anxious  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
completing  your  half-dozen,"  shouted  a  third. 

"  How  long  may  it  be  since<  you  eloped  from  your 
fourth  V*  was  the  agreeable  question  propounded  to 
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her  by  some  invisible  wit  amongst  the  crowd 
which  some  unseen  hnmourist  situated  in  tli 
way,  immediately  replied,  **  A  month  and  a  da] 
long  enongfay  in  all  conscience,  for  a  lady 
rank." 

Then,  when  she  spoke  of  her  sorrow  at  beinj 
a  state  of  widowhood  before  she  had  comple 
majority — 

*'  Ops  was  your  younger  sister ! — Rhea  15 
eldest  daughter ! — ^Cybele  was  your  first  con 
girl !" — were  the  cries  raised  by  a  dozen  n 
once ;  which  bad  scarcely  ceased  to  be  bean 
they  were  corrected  by,  apparently/ one  of  th 
mentioned  undistinguishable  wags,  who,  safi 
obscurity,  allowed  himself  an  unusual  lic< 
tongue,  and  exclaimed,  *'  No,  no ;  thaf  s  g( 
far,  at  any  rate ;  the  old  girl  is  otie  gei 
younger  than  yon  suppose;  Saturn  was  hei 
but  he  found  her  too  tough  to  be  eaten  with  - 
of  his  brats." 

This  witticism  was  received  with  the  s 
which  it  deserved. 

Meanwhile  Thusnelda  had  addressed  hei 
Piso,  imploring  him  to  have  mercy  on  her  hosi 
she  represented  as  having  always  treated  b 
much  kindness,  and  whose  death  would  !» 
unprotected  in  the  midst  of  a  foreign  capil 
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rut  di^tanee  from  the  coBDtrj  of  her  birth.  Pito 
WIS  macb  neved  by  her  entreaties,  and  amired  her 
that  he  was  scarcely  less  averse  Aan  herself  to  the 
perpetratiDii  of  a  deed  which  seenied  little  short  of 
murderous.  ''  Bat  I  fear/'  added  he,  ''  that  the 
omd's  life  eaanot  be  saved;  for  even  were  I  to 
rsKaqvish  the  task  which  I  have  undertaken^  it  woald 
be  presently  executed  by  the  populace^  who  are  too 
maeh  exasperated  to  allow  their  intended  victim  to 
escape.  Even  now,  yon  may  hear  the  shonts  of 
vengeance  with  which  they  assail  him,  intermingled 
with  the  taants  which  they  bestow  npoa  his  wife." 

And,  in  fact,  as  he  spoke,  the  mob  kept  edging  on 
gradoally,  towards  the  spot  where  the  fond  couple 
stood  clasped  in  each  other's  anns ;  till  getting  within 
reach,  one  of  the  rabble  at  length  intimated  the  ne- 
eessity  of  the  lady  being  separated  from  her  sponse, 
and  even  went  so  fiur  as  to  lay  his  rude  hands  upon 
her  shoulder  for  the  purpose  of  tearing  her  away. 
"  Come,  come,  Laurentia  Ognlnia,"  said  he  at  the 
same  time,-^or  no  appellation  of  respect  was  em- 
ployed by  the  lowest  of  the  Romans  in  addressing 
their  superiors, — **  come,  come,  Laurentia  Ogulnia,'' 
you  have  now  done  quite  enough  for  the  sake  of 
appearanees;  you  have  performed  your  part  with 
decen^^,  and  notiiing  more  can  be  required  at  your 
hands.     Leave  off  whimpering,  thererore,  and  let  go 
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yoar  hold  upon  your  husband's  neck:  you  h 
strangled  him  already,  so  that  we  shall  have 
difiSculty  in  completing  the  work.** 

So  sayingy  he  gave  her  a  considerable  tag; 
still  held  fast. 

Uttering  a  load  shriek,  writhing  about, 
stowing  innumerable  kisses  on  the  lips  of  I 
lord,  she  now  enacted  the  part  of  one  phre 
despair,  to  admiration.  ''  Oh,  is  it  come  t 
cried  she,  in  a  tone  of  the  cruellest  distress;  * 
be  torn  from  the  arms  of  my  fifth  husband, 
see  him  slaughtered  before  my  face? — Bs 
that  ye  are ! — we  will  both  die  together !" 

Then,  addressing  herself  to  her  helpmate, 
no  fears  for  my  own  life,  however,"  whispe 
"  for  the  wretches  will  not  think  it  worth  tb 
putting  me  to  death.  It  is  for  you,  my  beloi 
I  am  alarmed  ;  they  will  surely  exterminate 
a  minute  hence." 

"The  decrees  of  fate  must  be  submitted 
plied  the  Prsefect,  in  a  calm  voice ;  "  and  wl 
all,  should  I  repine  ? — A  man  cannot  expect 
like  a  raven,  for  a  thousand  years,"  added  h 
sophically. 

'^  No,  nor  like  a  stag,  for  three  thousa 
hundred  and  sixty,"  suggested  the  lady,  in 
solatory  tone. 
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"  And,  besides/'  continned  her  hnsband^  "it  is  a 
great  comfort  to  a  man  in  a  dying  state  to  know  that 
he  is  about  to  be  made  into  a  god ;  and  such^  I  tmstt 
is  my  own  case  at  present,  for,  unqnestionably,  the 
emperor  will  not  fail  to  have  my  apotheosis  performed, 
and  a  temple  erected  in  my  honour,  as  he  onght." 
.  Tliis  httle  conversation  was  now  interrupted  by  the 
same  ruffian  who  had  tried  to  part  the  speakers  be* 
fore;  he  again  |aid  hands  upon  the  lady,  and  gave 
ber  a  haul.  '^One  more  embrace!"  cried  she,  as 
she  resisted  the  attempt ;  ''  let  me  embrace  my  be* 
loved  husband  once  more  before  we  part;"  and 
hugging  him  in  her  arms  still  more  straitly  than  be- 
fore, '*  Rouse  yourself,  my  adored,"  whispered  she, 
''what  is  the  use  of  your  eloquence  if  you  cannot  turn 
it  to  account  at  such  a  juncture  as  the  present? 
Remember  what  you  told  me  about  the  effects  of 
oratory,  and  try  whether  you  cannot  work  upon  the 
feelings  of  your  persecutors,  by  a  pathetic  speech/' 

''  By  Hercules,  you  are  in  the  right !"  exclaimed 
the  oppressed  man ;  ''  but,  alas  !  what  shall  I  say  to 
themr 

**Bat!  hatr  replied  the  heroine,  with  a  look  of 
contempt.  ''  Never  mind  what  you  say  to  them,  but 
make  plenty  of  noise,  and  confound  them  by  the  vo* 
lability  of  your  utterance." 

''  True,"  answered  the  goaded  despot ;  ''that  is  the 
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best  plan,  nndonbtedly ;  but  still  it  is  necessary  to 
make  an  appeal  to  their  good  feelings,  or  somethiog 
of  tiiat  sort,  and  how  shall  it  be  done  V* 

''Tell  them  plenty  of  lies/'  said  the  Tirtsott 
matron, — "  tell  them  plenty  of  lies  about  the  won* 
derfnl  benefits,  public  as  well  as  private,  whieh  yos 
have  conferred  upon  them  during  the  period  of  your 
government" 

**  JSheu  I  my  Laurentia,  you  take  me  for  a  laore 
skilful  inventor  of  fictions  than  I  am,''  replied  bfv 
husband ;  **  but  I  will  try  what  can  be  done.  6«t 
out  of  my  arms,  therefore,  and  let  me  put  myself  ia 
a  becoming  attitude,  before  I  commence." 

The  lady  having  obeyed  him  in  this,  he  very  drii* 
berately  proceeded  to  adjust  his  dress,  and  asBue 
the  position  usually  adopted  by  an  orator  when  aboitt 
to  hold  forth :  meanwhile,  the  people,  though  tUrst- 
ing  for  his  blood,  seemed  to  think  themselves  bound 
in  honour  to  postpone  the  gratification  of  theb 
revenge,  and  wait  patiently,  with  gaping  moothi, 
during  the  pronunciation  of  his  last  address* 

'* Friends,  Romans,  countrymen!*'  he  began,  ''I 
am  in  your  power;  I  stand  ready  for  the  sacrifice; 
you  m^y  take  my  Kfe  whenever  yon  will.  NflNre^ 
theless,  before  you  execute  your  revenge,  let  ns 
entreat  you  to  wait  patiently  iriiile  I  enuaerate  s 
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few  of  the  eneetial  Aemees  irhieh  I  have  performed 
in  jiNif  behalf^ — ^then  kill  me  as  soon  as  yon  choose." 

"  Foot  fellow !"  said  an  old  womao  in  the  crowd. 
''Itnakes  my  heart  bleed  to  hear  him,"  added  she, 
wi|Mog  her  eyes. 

^'What  are  year  ser?ices?  what  are  yonr  ser- 
Ticei  ?"  cried  the  men ;  *^  what  services  hare  yon 
erer  rendered  as  in  the  coarse  of  yonr  life  V* 

"  I  will  tell  yon/'  continued  the  orator.  ;'  In.  the 
fint  place,  it  cannot  be  unknown  to  yon  that  I  have 
gsined  several  splendid  victories  over  the  barbarians, 
for  which  trinmphs  have  been  decreed  to  me  by  the 
senate.  Iq  the  fint  of  these  pageants,  yon  sbonld 
remember  that  I  exhibited  a  whole  tribe  of  German 
warrion,  called  the  Gatti,  and  that  all  Rome  was 
astonished  at  the  fierceness  of  their  looks.'' 

H^e  a  voice  cried  oat  from  the  crowd,  "They 
wefe  nothing  bat  a  few  miserable  peasants  from  the 
Alps,  dressed  np  in  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  to  make 
tbem  look  like  savages/' 

"That  is  a  base  calumny,''  vociferated  the  Prse- 
feet ;  and  then  going  on  with  his  speech ;  ''  in  my 
second  triumph,"  said  he,  **  I  presented  you  with  a 
still  mo^  remaikable  spectacle ;  namely,  a  vast  num- 
ber of  those  people  called  Blemyes,  dwelling  between 
Egypt  and  iEthiopia,  smd  described  by  Pliny,  the 
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naturalist^  as  having  no  heads ;  an  accoant, 

of  which  you  fully  acknowledged,  when  you 

their  faces  were  situated  in  their  breasts.*'* 

Roars  of  laughter  now  broke  forth.     "  T 

nothing  but  people  with  short  necks,"   ci 

"  They  had  false  shoulders   fixed    upon   i 

ones  to  make  them  look  headless/'  screamed 

"  If  these  are  your  services,"  growled  a  thi 

will  soon  be  as  headless  as  the  best  of  them,  ] 

"  If  you  will  not  allow  the  merit  of  my  v 

pursued  the  orator,  somewhat  out   of  com 

*'  you  at  least  cannot  deny  the  great  benefit 

have  conferred  upon  the  public,  in  my  magis 

pacity.     Before  my  time,  none  of  the  bati 

city  could  be  kept  open  after  sunset,   for 

light;  but  I  caused   them  all  to  be  supp 

lamps  aud  oil  at  the  expense  of  government, 

are  now  frequented  by  the  citizens  daring  t 

night.** 

"  Oh,  you  impostor !"  shouted  the  rabble, 
quarters  at  once;  ''why,  that  regulation  f 

*  Every  body  has  heard  of  the  «  Men  whose  heac 
beneath  their  shoulders."  The  Blemyes,  however,  wei 
S^ered  by  Vitalianus,  but  by  the  emperor  Probus.  Vo] 
that  their  extraordinary  figure  excited  great  astoni 
«ome.  Some  writers  .have  supposed  that  the  shortnc 
necks  gave  rise  to  the  fable  of  their  having  no  heads 
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b?  the  late  emperor,  more  than  ten  years  ago,  and 
you  oow  want  to  take  the  merit  of  it  to  yourself." 

Without  paying  any  attention  to  this  awkward  retort, 
(which,  indeed,  was  too  true  to  be  denied)  the  Pkrae- 
feet  went  on  to  indulge  in  much  vain-glorious  boastr- 
iug  about  his  liberality  to  the  inferior  functionaries  of 
government,  and,  in  particular,  to  those  employed  in 
the  administration  of  the  provinces.  '^  It  is  well 
known,"  said  he,  "  that  I  never  permit  a  proconsul  to 
set  out  for  his  government  without  furnishing  him 
with  the  means  of  maintaining  an  establishment  suit- 
able to  his  rank,  and  calculated  to  impress  the  people 
onder  his  authority  with  a  high  sense  of  Roman  gran- 
deur and  magnificence :  the  following  is  a  list  of  the 
articles  which  I  generally  cause  to  be  provided  for 
bis  use.  One  hundred  pieces  of  gold ;  twenty  pounds 
weight  of  silver ;  eight  stout  mules ;  two  horses,  of 
the  best  quality ;  two  new  gowns ;  one  good  cook ; 
one  skilful  charioteer ;  and  one  concubine,  the  most 
beautiful  that  can  be  procured." 

The  risibility  which  had  been  excited  by  the  story 
of  the  men  without  heads,  was  increased  tenfold  at 
this  singular  enumeration  of  the  articles  deemed  re^ 
quisite  for  the  maintenance  of  proconsular  dignity « 
The  last  item  in  the  list,  however,  seemed  to  amuse 
the  hearers  beyond  all  the  rest. 
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''Well  done,  old  boy!"  shouted  one;  "if  that  is 
not  liberality,  I  do  not  know  what  is.'* 

''Tou  are  a  gallant  old  rogue  younelf^''  cried 
another, ''  and  so,  it  seems,  yon  have  a  feUow-feeiiog 
for  your  friends."' 

*^  Not  he,"  rejoined  a  third, ''  but  when  he  wants  to 
get  rid  of  one  of  his  own  ladies,  he  finds  it  conrenieiit 
to  palm  her  off  upon  somebody  else,  at  the  public 
expense." 

Here  the  laughter  became  still  louder  thsn 
ever. 

Then  a  fourth  voice  cried  out  in  a  tone  aomewhsl 
more  serious  than  the  rest,  "  But  after  all,  he  b  cnlj 
trying  to  impose  upon  us  again,  as  he  did  in  theafiur 
of  the  baths ;  for  it  was  not  he,  but  Alexander  8s> 
▼ems,  who  determined  that  the  proconsuls  shonU  be 
provided  with  the  necessaries  he  has  named." 

When  this  suggestion  was  heard,  the  laughter  of 
the  people  soon  became  stilled,  or  rather  was  con- 
verted into  hootings,  hissbgs,  and  bowlings  of  ■ 
threatening  character,  like  those  which  had  been 
heard  before  the  speech  commenced.  The  people 
were  indeed  irritated  instead  of  mollified,  when  thej 
found  that  the  Prsafect  was  so  far  from  lewg  able  <d 
adduce  any  good  deeds  of  his  own,  that  he  vtf 
obliged  to  clothe  himself  in  the  borrowed  phflievof 
others,  and  trust  to  the  ignorance  of  his  heaios  for 
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being  believed.  It  was  plain,  therefore,  that  his  at- 
tempt to  avail  himself  of  his  oratorical  endowments 
had  totally  failed  of  snccess. 

*'  Lanrentia,''  whispered  he  to  his  beloved  wife, 
who  still  stood  by  his  side,  **  all  is  lost !  These 
wretches  are  not  to  be  diverted  from  their  parpose 
by  a  good  speech.  It  is  plain  that  I  shall  be  a  god 
five  minntes  hence/' 

"  Now  may  the  gods  forbid !''  replied  the  lady, 
clasping  her  hands. 

Scarcely  were  the  words  out  of  her  month,  when 
a  tamnltuoiis  movement  was  observed  amongst  the 
throng,  who  were  evidently  preparing  for  an  assault. 
Then  rose  a  loud  cry  of ''  Piso  I  Piso ! — ^where  is  the 
poniard?  —  strike  the  blow  at  once!"  Piso,  also, 
was  seen  struggling  to  advance  ;  but  withheld  by 
Thusnelda,  he  was  obliged  to  make  use  of  some 
slight  force  in  disentangling  himself  from  her  grasp. 
'^Forbear !''  said  he  in  a  hoarse  voice,  as  he  loosened 
her  hands  from  his  neck,  —  "  forbear,  I  entreat  you. 
Do  not  impede  me  in  the  execution  of  the  awful 
doty  to  which  I  stand  pledged/'  Thusnelda  uttered 
a  wild  shriek,  and  fell  back*  With  one  bound  Piso 
was  within  ann's  length  of  the  Preefect  His  eoun« 
tenaaoe  was  agitated  and  inflamed;  his  right  hand 
was  raised  on  high,  and  the  bright  blade  of  the  con* 
secrated  weapon  was  seen  quivering  in  the  air,  with 
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its  point  directed  towards  the  breast  of  the  doomed 
victim  under  it. 

At  that  moment^  a  crash  of  thunder,  loud  and  con- 
tinuous beyond  any  thing  which  the  imaginatios  can 
conceive,  burst  over  the  theatre.  At  the  same  in- 
stant the  Velarium  which  covered  the  top  of  the 
edifice  was  rent  in  twain  with  a  crackling  sound,  and 
a  stream  of  fire  penetrated  through  the  apertare, 
filling  the  whole  house  with  a  light  of  such  intolerable 
brilliancy  as  to  prevent  the  spectators  from  distinctlj 
marking  its  progress,  but  apparently  descending  in  a 
zigzag  line  upon  the  very  centre  of  the  groop  in 
which  Piso  and  the  Praefect  formed  the  most  con- 
spicuous objects.  The  latter  gave  utterance  to  a 
sharp  cry,  and  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground,  with  bis 
face  downwards.         *  #  #  * 

O  reader!  are  you  "  afraid  of  thunder  ?'* — If  yon 
chance  to  be  an  individual  of  the  male  sex,  yon  will 
probably  answer  in  the  negative ; — ^nay,  you  may  per- 
haps resent  the  question,  as  conveying  an  impatation 
upon  the  stoutness  of  your  heart.  If,  however,  you  are 
a  lady,  in  whom  cowardice  is  no  fault,  it  is  not  impos- 
sible that  you  may  acknowledge  feeling  a  little  nerv- 
ous, or  so,  when  awakened  out  of  a  comfortable  sleep 
at  the  **  mid-noon  of  night,"  by  that  long  rattling  ram* 
bling  sound,  terminating  in  a  crash,  which  denotes 
the  presence  ^f  a  great  black,  lurid,  cloud  UgUy 
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eliaiged  with  electricity ;  neither  is  jonr  nerroiuneM 
likely  to  be  decreased  when  you  discern  the  bright 
flash  of  the  lightning  through  yoar  window-shatters, 
and  consider  that  yoa  may  read  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  following  day,  that  the  self  same  flash  hath  annihi- 
lated the  chain-pier  at  Brighton,  or  some  equally 
lobstantial  stmctare.  Sach,  I  say,  if  yon  confess 
the  tmthy  may  be  your  feelings  and  considerations 
touching  one  of  the  most  awfnl  of  natural  phenomena, 
even  at  a  period  so  sceptical  and  enlightened  as  the 
Dioeteenth  centory.  What,  then,  wonld  have  been 
year  thooghts  upon  the  subject,  had  you  lived  in  an 
age  when  the  doctrine  of  electricity  was  unknown, 
sod  ereiy  flash  of  a  *^  thunderbolt"  was  reverentially 
legaided  by  the  pagan  worshipper,  as  an  immediate 
emanation  from  the  supreme  Deity  himself? 

In  short,  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  modem  to 
form  more  than  a  very  faint  idea  of  the  superstitious 
honor  with  which  thunder  and  lightning  were  re- 
garded by  the  ancients,  not  only  during  the  remote 
ages  of  the  republic,  but  also  at  a  period  when  civi- 
liaatioii  was  far  more  advanced  under  the  emperors. 
Thus»  persons  as  well  as  things,  which  had  been  once 
stricken  by  the  electric  fluid,  were. for  ever  after  held 
aecufsed  and  infamous.  The  latter,  if  a  dwelling- 
place,  was  immediately  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants, 
and  permitted  to  decay ;  while  the  former  being  con- 
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sideied  as  the  Tictim  of  divine  wradi,  wot  haatilj  in* 
teired  without  the  rites  of  religioii,  upon  tlie  Teiy 
spot  where  the  judgmeiit  had  oocnrted,  however  tui* 
suitable  for  a  bnrial-plaoe  that  spot  night  be»  and 
the  graye  sanrotmded  by  a  railing  or  a  momid,  to 
prevent  the  introsion  of  the  unwary  upon  the  dese- 
crated soy. 

It  may  easily  be  coneeived,  therefore^  that  no  little 
confusion  ensued  upon  the  apparent  deslaruetim  of 
the  Preefeot  by  a  thunderbolt.  No  sooner  was  he 
seen  to  fall,  than  the  spectators  became  ivpransed 
with  the  cdnviction,  that  be  bad  been  singled  out  from 
amongst  the  multitude  as  the  peculiar  okgect  of  dirine 
wrath,  not  only  on  aecount  of  his  crimes  against  men, 
but  beeause  of  the  horrible  blasphemies  which  he  Imd 
so  recently  been  heard  to  utter  against  the  gods. 
Those  Vho  were  in  his  vicinity  at  the  time,  drew 
back  hastily  as  far  as  they  could,  and  with  a  manifest 
expression  of  horror,  formed  a  aomewbat  remole 
circle  round  the  spot  which  they  conceivcid  to  be  pol- 
luted by  the  presence  of  the  corpse.  Piso  recoiled 
as  well  as  the  rest;  his  mind  filled  with  a  fiftdiag^  ef 
indescribable  awe,  bordering  upon  afinght;  his  < 
tenatiee  of  an  ashy  paleness,  and  hia  whale 
trembling.  Even  Laorentia  Ognlnia  appeaiei 
less  anxious  to  effect  her  retreat,  and 'avoid  all 
tact  with  the  desedated  reliques  of  her  hesbead. 
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Dttering  a  load  shriek,  and  startiiig  from  the  place 
ffhere  the  body  laj»  as  if  sttorog  by  a  scorpioiiy  she 
threw  herself  ioto  the  arms  of  Thusnelda,  who  alone 
W88  snflicietttly  eomposed  to  render  her  the  assist- 
aoee  she  reqaired. 

Still  more  marked  were  the  demonstrations  of  fear 
on  the  part  of  the  multitude.  Wild  cries  of  **  A  pro- 
digy! a  prodigy!"  resounded  through  the  house. 
TlieBy  in  the  ecstacy  of  their  apprehensions,  the  vast 
concourse  made  a  sudden  rush  from  all  quarters  at 
oDoe,  towards  the  vomttories,  endearouring  to  eflTect 
their  escape  with  as  much  eagerness  as  would  bcj 
displayed  by  the  jfrequenters  of  a  modem  theatre  on 
a  Mae  alarm  of  fire. 

During  this  scene  of  tomult,  Piso  was  one  of  the 
first  to  recover  his  composure,  and  as  all  authority 
seemed  lost  amongst  the  rest,  he  took  upon  himself 
to  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  the  interment  of  the 
deceased ;  ''  For  this  is  very  evidently  the  judgment 
of  the  gods,'*  said  he  in  a  low  yoice,  which  bespoke  the 
awe  with  which  he  still  felt  impressed,  '*  and  we  must 
not  neglect  the  forms  prescribed  by  our  religion  for 
the  burial  of  persons  thus  infamously  slain/' 

These  words  were  addressed  to  the  servants  of  the 
theatre.     Then  turning  to  the  few  persons  of  higher 
rank  who  still  remained  about  him,  but  who  had  al- 
ready evinced   many  signs  of  a   desire   to   depart, 
h2 
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'*  Let  QS  away/*  said  he;  *^  let  us  hasten  fi 
scene  of  infamy  and  horror.  The  work  und 
by  mortals  has  been  completed  by  the  go 
nothing  now  remains  to  be  done,  but  to  proci 
death  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  deliverance  of  t 
pie  from  his  yoke." 

Scarce  had  he  spoken  thus,  when  L 
Ogulnia  started  up  from  Thusnelda's  arms,  ai 
herself  upon  his  neck.  "  Oh  noble  Piso !"  ci 
in  a  loud  shrill  voice,  **  save  me,  save  me !  - 
mercy  on  a  distressed  woman!  Do  not  k 
alone  with  that  abominable  corpse  !" 

Piso  assured  her  that  he  had  no  intentioi 
sort  ''  Your  husband  was  the  public  enei 
ded  he,  '^  but  we  do  not  wage  war  with  won 
you  are  at  liberty  to  accompany  us  when  ^ 
this  place." 

''  Thanks,  noble  Piso !"  exclaimed  the 
*^  you  are  a  brave  youth,  and  I  most  say 
one  T'  and  turning  to  Thusneida,  **  I  think  i 
great  good  luck,"  whispered  she,  *^  to  have 
the  friendship  of  this  young  man,  who  will  i 
hold  a  high  station  in  the  new  government, 
about  to  be  formed  upon  the  ruins  of  the  old  oi 
should  follow  my  example,  and  throw  youri 
bis  arms.  Young  men  are  always  pleased  w 
attentions  of  the  sort,  though  they  mean  uotl 
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Bat  Strange  to  say,  the  damsel  evinced  no  disposi- 
tion to  act  upon  her  adyice ;  on  the  contrary,  she 
seemed  a  good  deal  shocked  at  the  levity  of  her  con-> 
duct,  and  replied,  "  Is  it  possible,  Laarentia,  that 
you  can  dius  forget  yourself?  Whaterer  may  have 
been  the  faults  of  the  deceased,  he  was  your  hus- 
baod ;  and  however  awfal  the  circumstances  of  his 
death,  you  should  not  speak  so  slightingly  of  his 
remains,  or  be  so  anxious  to  fraternise  with  one  who 
was  his  foe." 

*'Bomb€ucl  —  stuff," -^  rejoined  the  other  with  a 
toss  of  her  head  ;  ''  here  is  a  fine  to  do  about  a  hus- 
band ! — By  the  time  you  have  had  five  of  them  your- 
self, Thusnelda,  depend  upon  it  yon  will  not  attach 
so  much  importance  to  the  loss  of  one  out  of  the 
lot." 

Piso  now  offered  to  lead  the  two  ladies  away. 
"  Do  not  linger,  I  beseech  you,"  said  he ;  "  there  is 
no  time  to  be  lost."  Laurentia  Ogulnia  took  hold  of 
his  hand,  and  grasped  it  with  as  much  force  as  if  she 
had  never  intended  to  relinquish  it  again. 

''  Nobody  can  be  more  willing  to  do  so  than  I," 
said  she,  '*  for  the  sight  of  that  ghastly  object  on  the 
ground,  there,  makes  the  blood  run  cold  in  my  veins. 
Come,  come,  Thusnelda,  what  are  you  about? — ^Take 
hold  of  his  hand,  and  let  us  be  off." 
But  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present,  the  damsel 
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tbiw  apostcophued,  stood  motionleM  over  tki 
der-stricken  corpfle,  which  nobody  eke  daied 
proach  irithin  some  jards^  and  coatemplated 
a  connteiianoe  far  auue  expnesave  of  f;vief 
horror  or  affright  The  truth  was,  that  Th 
eoald  not  help  eatertainiDg  a  gratefol  renei 
of  the  kindness  with  which  she  had  bera  tie 
the  deceased,  and  that  as  a  worshipper  of  Tl 
Woden,  she  was  almost  wholly  exempt  froi 
saperstitions  prejadices  concerning  the  maani 
death  which  had  so  much  influence  over  J 
countrymen  and  fellow  religionists.  She  cot 
therefore,  bear  to  think  that  his  remains  sh 
committed  to  a  dishonourable  graye  withont  ai 
attendance  than  that  of  a  few  wretched  slavei 
selves  actuated  by  the  same  prejudices  as  tl 
and  no  less  anxious  to  prove  their  respect 
Thundering  Jupiter,  by  heaping  up  all  ma 
insults  on  the  victim  of  his  wrath.  She  acec 
resolved,  if  possible,  to  bear  the  part  of  a  moi 
the  unhallowed  obsequies  herself.  . 

It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  she  made  h 
paoions  understand  the  nature  of  her  design, 
however,  they  comprehended  it,  their  astoni 
knew  no  bounds ;  nay,  their  horror  at  the  { 
was  scarcely  less  marked  than  thar  aversbn 
thing  itself.    But  in  vain  did  they  endeai 
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divert  her  from  her  eccentric  purpose ;  she  had  formed 
her  determiDatioDy  and  was  resolved  to  abide  by  it  to 
the  last. 

After  much  consideration  and  delay,  it  was  accord- 
ingly at  length  settled  that  she  should  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  theatre,  under  the  protection  of  Scri- 
bonitts  ])tnmmiQs(who,  superstitiouB.aA  he.was^  was 
too  gallant  to  abandon  her  to  her  fate,)  during  the 
performanee  of  the  funeral  rites,-rsucii.&#  they  were; 
after  which  the  venerable  philosopher  should  conduct 
her  home  to  the  p$ilace,  where  I^nrentia  Ogulnia 
was  still  likely  for  the  present^  to  resifle. 

Piso  and  the  matron  then  tqol^  leave  of  ber,  and 
departed  with,  the  rest. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

THB    BEBUBBECTI0NI8TS   AND  THB  BBBBU* 

Thb  door  closed  after  them  with  a  loud  crath. 
Thusneida  looking  roand  her,  now  perceiTed  that  she 
was  left  io  the  vast  area  of  the  edifice>  without  any 
other  companions  than  Scribonias  Mammins  and  the 
grave-diggers.  More  time  than  nsual  hara^  been 
consumed  in  the  performance  of  the  play,  and  the 
snbsequent  riots,  many  of  the  lamps  employed  in 
lighting  the  hoose''^  had  gone  ont,  or  were  in  the  act 
of  expiring,  casting  a  dall  dim  flickering  light  apoa 
the  deserted  seats  and  vacant  stage,  while  the  awning 
over  head  was  just  rendered  sufficiently  visible  to  d»- 
play  the  fissure  caused  by  the  passage  of  the  thim- 
derbolt.  Nothing  could,  in  short,  be  more  disnal 
than  the  whole  scene,  or  more  dispiriting  in  its  ^ects 
on  those  who  witnessed  it. 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  mentioa  here^  tlat  altfaoog^ 
dramatical  spectacles  amongst  the  Romans  oommooly  took  plaee 
in  the  day  time,  they  were  also  on  particular  occasiwis 
at  night. 
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Nobody  had  as  yet  touched  the  coq>8e ;  it  still  lay 
prostrate,  —  exactly  in  the  position  which  it  had 
assamed  in  falling  on  the  ground.  When,  however, 
the  slaves  came  forward  to  perform  the  rites  of  sepul- 
ture, Thusnelda  perceived  with  astonishment  that  its 
face,  which  had  hitherto  been  turned  downwards  and 
concealed,  was  now  partially  visible  in  profile,  being 
a  little  iifelfiied  to  one  side,  and  withdrawn  from  the 
ground.  Soon  afterwards,  she  observed,  as  she 
p&ed,  ^liat  the  eye  uppermost  was  slowly  unclosed, 
aMd-ah  oVRqtte  glance  therefrom  directed  towards 

Havens !  what  was  her  wonderment  at  the  pheno- 
menon! ''Ofa,mightyThor!*'  exclaimed  she,  in  a  faint 
voie^,  **  what  do  I  behold  ?  Is  the  dead  restored  to 
Kfe,'or  is  the  corpse  re-animated  by  a  fiend  ?" 

At,  however,  she  uttered  this  exclamation  in  a  low 
tone,  it  was  unheard  by  the  grave-diggers:  neither 
did  they  perceive  the  prodigy  which  had  called  it 
forth;  undeterred,  therefore,  in  the  execution  of 
tiheir  awful  task,  they  approached  the  supposed  dead 
man  from  behind,  and  without .  touching  him  with 
their  hands,  endeavoured  to  insert  a  large  hook  in 
his  back,  at  a  point  nearly  equi-distant  from  his  head 
and  his  heels. 

His  eye  was  ^till  rivetted  upon  the  damsel  with  a 
tender  look. 

h5 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


154  PISO   AND  THB   PBiEFBCT. 

"  Mereifal  powen !''  whispered  she  to  h 
*'  the  cruel  wretches !  what  are  they  about  to  d< 

One  of  the  men  was  in  possession  of  the 
Grasping  it  in  both  hands^  and  stretehtng  01 
arms  to  their  full  extent,  he  stood  with  kis  bod^ 
fcNTwardy  over  that  part  of  the  corpse  into  wkk 
iflq>lement  was  destined  to  be  plunged* 

Another  of  the  men  supported  him  on  each  s 

*^  Come,  come,  slick  it  in/'  said  one  of  theoa 
whisper. 

'^  Why  do  not  yon  stick  it  in  at  once  %**  m 
other,  in  the  same  tone. 

*<  Ugh  !-Hit  b  a  desecrated  corpse  ^--*I  oaano 
to  touch  it  even  with  a  hook/'  smd  the  man  wli 
the  implement  in  his  paws. 

"  You  are  more  nice  than  wise/'  said  the  m 
his  right. 

'!  Why  make  so  much  ado  about  nothing?"  s^ 
to  the  left. 

**  Are  you  quite  sure/'  asked  the  middle 
"  that  no  part  of  my  garment  is  in  danger  of  a 
in  contact  with  the  body  when  I  stoop  down?" 

**  Quite  certain/'  replied  the  other  two;  ^'u 

holding  the  skirts  of  your  tunic  close  round 

legs,  and  as  your  sleeves  are  tucked  up,  they  art 

safe." 

^  ''Well,  then,  here  goes,"  said  the  first;  and 
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iQf  hid  aotiw  to  hift  Btteraooci^  be  endeavoo^  to 
iBafce  £e»t  bi$  grappling-ison,  for  tbe  porpoae  cf 
dnjgiAf  the  roarease  to  one  side,  before  be  andhis 
codegg^es  dag  tbe  grave  on  the  very  spot  where  U 
l^f»  accordiBg  to  tbe  plan  uniyersaMy  puraied  ia 
cases  of  the  sort.  Bat  no  sooner  had  the  impleoient 
penetrated  through  the  ontward  oovenng  of  the  de- 
eeased,  thaa  to  the  horror  of  the.  operators,  tbe  dead 
man  gave  vent  to  a  loud  roar,  strongly  indicative  of 
pain,  and  started  to  his  feet  with  as  mneh  ease  and 
eoaveniency  as  if  he  had  never  sustained  the  least 
iojury  from  a  thunderbolt  in  his  life. 

Overwhebned  with  terror  and  astonishment,  the 
three  grave^liggers  fell  prostrate  on  the  earth,  and 
renained  motionless.  Scribonias  Mammius,  scarcely 
less  amaaedf  stretched  oat  his  long  neck  to  its  full 
extent,  and  stood  with  his  eyes  rivetted  upon  tbe 
resuscitated  man,  like  one  petrified,  or  under  the  fas- 
cination of  the  basilisk.  Thusnelda  was  less  embai^ 
raised  than  the  rest,  from  having  previously  observed 
tbe  symptoms  of  returning  life  in  her  defunct  friend. 

After  some  little  space,  employed  in  making  wry 
faces  and  rubbing  bis  wound,  the  Praefect  took  the 
Diaiden  by  the  hand,  and  addressing  her  in  a  voice  of 
much  sweetness,  "  Dearest  Thusnelda,"  said  he, 
''  bow  infinitely  am  I  obliged  to  you  for  the  interest 
which  I  heard  you  express  for  me  during  my  imagi^ 
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narjr  death !  To  think  that  at  a  moment  whe 
body  else  forsook  me  as  a  thing  acemied»« 
even  ny  own  wife^  reviled  ne  by  the  iiaffl< 
abominable  corpse, — ^yon  alone  should  have  ca 
to  feei  compassion  for  me,  fallen  as  I  was,  am 
teered  to  see  me  buried !'' 

That  said,  he  proceeded  to  explain  the  my 
his  resurrection  from  the  dead ;  from  which  i 
it  appeared  that  finding  himself  beset  by  bis  e 
and  having  no  means  of  escape,  he  had  with  tl 
astonishing  presence  of  mind  determined  i 
himself  of  the  flash  of  lightning  which 
through  the  Velarium,  to  counterfeit  deatt 
knowing,  as  he  did,  that  the  superstitions  pn 
of  his  countrymen  would  prevent  them  from  t 
ing  his  supposed  remains  to  any  examinati 
ficiently  minute  to  endanger  a  detection  of  th 
^'The  stratagem  succeeded  as  I  wished/'  adi 
'*  and  thus  did  I  become  an  unsuspected  wil 
all  that  passed  afterwards.  Verily,  O  Thi 
you  are  the  most  affectionate  and  susceptible 
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Then  making  a  short  pause,  during  which  i 
eyeing  her  with  a  most  fulsome  expression  of 
nance,  he  continued :    '*  I  cannot  help  thinki] 
beloved  sparrow,   that   you  knew  all  the 
was  not  quite  dead, — ^that,  in  short,  it  was 
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aeioasBMi  of  the  tmih  wfaiok  indiiced  you  to  remain 
beUad  with-ae  when  your  comfianions  ran  away.'' 

ThasnoUa  denied  tlie  imputation  with  some  ap* 
peasaaoe  of  diapleatfure,  and  assured  him  that  she 
bad  not  in  the  least  doubted  tbe  reality  of  bis  decease. 
This  negation  of  hers,  however,  made  no  difference ; 
for  he  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  of  ber 
hafiiig  become  enamoured  of  his  person,  that  nothing 
co«U  eradieate  it  from  his  mind,  and  he  believed  the 
deoaal  to  proceed  solely  from  maiden  modesty,  or  a 
deaife  to  extract  a  more  explicit  declaration  from  bis 
lipa.  Pressing  her  hand  to  his  heart,  therefore,  with 
a  great  deal  of  energy  and  eagerness,  ''  My  delight," 
said  he,  *'  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of  what  you  say. 
You  never  could  have  supposed  me  to  be  dead,  or 
you  would  have  flown  from  me  like  the  rest.  No, 
no;  your  heart  told  you  the  contrary ; — and  besides, 
yon  knew  me  to  be  in  possession  of  the  sacred  seal- 
skin;  a  circumstance  quite  sufficient  in  itself  to  have 
satisfied  you  of  my  security,  without  anything  else." 

**  Nevertheless,  I  merely  regarded  you  in  tbe  light 
of  a  corpse,"  replied  tbe  4.&msel;  "and  now  that 
you  are  restored  to  Kfe,  I  beseech  you  to  let  me  leave 
this  place  without  delay,  and  return  to  the  protection 
of  your  wife." 

**  Never  shall  you  do  so !"  answered  the  resusci- 
tated man,  in  a  loud  voice;  ''never  shall  you  set 
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eyes  on  her  again.  The  base  womaa ! — she  has  foi- 
feited  my  farour  by  her  ingratitude^  «ad  sealed  bar 
own  doom.  I  shall  imssediately  repudiate  hv »  aad 
espouse  yon  in  her  stead/' 

''  Oh,  heavens !   what  do  I  hear  1"   exdaiaed  the 
distressed  Yirgin  in  a  tone  of  woe.     . 

Without  paying  any  attention  to  ike  apostrophe* 
the  enraptured  Prefect  caught  her  in  his  urms,  and 
inflieted  a  vast  number  of  kisses  upon  her  lips  and 
cheeks.  Then  calling  to  mind  the  words  of  the 
amatory  poet»  and  not  considering  how  little  appticaUe 
they  were  to  a  case  like  his,  *^  Let  us  live,  mj  TIms- 
nelda,  and  let  us  love !"  exclaimed  he,  with  endiu- 
siasm ; — ''  first  give  me  a  thousand  kisses^  then  giie 
me  a  hundred;  then  give  me  a  second  thousand, 
then  give  me  a  hundred  ;  then  give  me  another  tbom- 
sand,  then  give  me  a  hundred :  —  and  while  we  thas 
exchange  kisses  by  the  thousand,  let  us  permit  noChng 
to  disquiet  us ;  for  why  should  we  see  evil  in  aught 
when  we  know  the  kisses  to  be  so  numerous  ?" 

While  he  uttered  this  ridiculous  rhapsody,  he  still 
kept  making  the  osculatory  applications  of  which  he 
spoke.  In  vain  did  the  fair  one  struggle  to  escape; 
he  was  inwardly  persuaded  that  all  such  outward  de- 
monstrations of  discontent  were  assumed^  and  that  ia 
order  to  reduce  her  to  obedience,  he  had  only  toper- 
severe  with  additional  energy  in  the  same  eoaoe- 
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Id  pufsuance  of  tbigadnitfable  plan,  his  ootrages  ere 
long  beoaiAe  far  more  flagrant  and  mieqaivocal  than 
they  had  been  at  first ;  neither  was  he  at  all  pestraiaed 
in  the  execntion  of  his  diabolical  design  by  the  pre- 
sence of  Scribonias  Mumnuns,  stoic  and  philosopher 
as  he  was,  nor  by  that  of  the  three  gprHTe-diggers, 
oatcasts  as  they  were  from  the  society  of  their  fellow 
men.    In  fact,  he  despised  both  alike,  well  knowing, 
as  he  did,  that  neither  would  Tentare  to  interfere 
with  him.    The  restraints  of  decency  were  equally 
aaknown  to  his  mind  ;  for  like  the  generality  of  his 
coontrymen,  or  at  least  those  of  the  higher  rank,  he 
bad  been  accostomed  to  allow  himself  a  licence  of 
conduct  in  public,  such  as  to  an  uninitiated  modern 
would  appear  not  only  absolutely  monstrous,   but 
wholly  unworthy  of  belief,  if  here  specified  and  de- 
tailed.   Well,  therefore,  was  it  for  Thusnelda,  that 
with  all  her  g^ce  and  loveliness,  she  was   by  no 
means  one  of  those  sylph-like  beauties  who  are  liable 
to  be  annihilated  by  a  ssepbyr ;  nay,  on  the  contrary, 
that  she  was  possessed  of  a  vigour  somewhat  unusual 
io  persons  of  her  sex,  and  which  enabled  her  to  offer 
a  resistance,  which,  if  not  likely  to  be  effectual  in  the 
end,  at  least  bid  fair  io  cause  some  dday  before  she 
was  subdued. 

The  Prasfect  soon  began  to  find  that  her  opposition 
had  somewhat  mor^  of  reality  in  it  than  be  had  at 
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first  supposed.  **Bat!  hat!  batV^  cried  he  pee- 
vishly, as  she  straggled  in  his  amiB.  ''What  is  the 
meaning  of  all  this?  Why  cannot  you  submit  quietly 
to  your  fate  at  once  ?" 

Patting  up  both  her  hands,  the  distressed  innocent 
now  seized  her  persecutor  as  she  thought  by  the  hair 
of  his  head ;  the  said  hair,  however,  being  in  fact 
nothing  but  a  galerus,  or  wig,  the  whole  came  off  at 
the  first  tug,  and  left  the  skull  which  it  had  con- 
cealed, in  a  denuded  state. 

*'  Cruel  girl !  what  have  you  done  ?**  cried  her 
adversary,  much  vexed  at  the  revelation  of  his  bald- 
ness thus  made  to  her  for  the  first  time.  "  But  yea 
shall  suffer  for  this,  you  may  be  assured,"  added  he 
in  a  fierce  voice. 

A  more  desperate  conflict  than  ever  accordingly 
ensued.  "Spare  me!  spare  me!"  exclaimed  the 
maiden,  struggling  to  get  free. 

**  Be  quiet !  vixen  that  you  are  I"  shouted  her  im- 
passioned foe.  Then  uttering  a  loud  roar,  ''  oh,  by 
the  Thundering  Jupiter,  you  have  scratched  ny 
face!"  cried  he,  in  an  agony,  retreating  to  the  dis- 
tance of  a  yard. 

A  cessation  of  hostilities  having  now  taken  place, 
Thusnelda  embraced  the  opportunity  of  representing 
the  ingratitude  of  her  antagonbt  in  thus  attacking 
her  at  the  very  moment  when  he  acknowledged  him- 
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self  to  have  received  such  essential  favours  at  her 
hands.  This  appeal  to  his  good  feelings,  together 
with  the  vigour  of  her  resistance,  which  had  at  last 
actually  served  to  convince  him  of  her  sincerity,  as 
well  as  of  the  difficulties  which  he  should  have  to 
encounter  in  the  attainment  of  his  ends,  speedily 
produced  a  change  of  the  most  desirable  kind  in  his 
whole  conduct  and  comportment  towards  the  perse- 
cuted nymph.  He  apologised  for  the  impetuosity 
with  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  propitiate  her, 
and  protested  that  he  would  restrict  himself  there- 
after to  a  more  temperate  manifestation  of  his  love. 

"  And  now/'  said  he,  '*  let  us  forget  what  is  past, 
and  look  to  the  future  instead.  Nothing  but  the 
ardour  of  my  passion  for  thee,  sweetest  of  nymphs> — 
but  do  not,  because  I  so  term  thee,  apprehend  a 
renewal  of  my  addresses  in  any  thing  like  their 
original  impetuosity,  —  nothing,  I  say,  but  my  over- 
weening love  for  thee,  Thusnelda,  could  have  made 
me  forget  the  circumstances  of  extreme  peril  under 
which  I  am  at  this  moment  placed.  It  is  true  that  my 
enemies  suppose  me  to  be  dead,  —  nay,  perhaps  half 
buried, — but  it  cannot  be  long  ere  the  fact  of  my 
existence  must  become  known  to  them,  and  they  will 
then  infallibly  direct  all  their  efforts  towards  killing 
me  again." 

That  said,  he  took  the  damsel  by  the  hand  (but  with 
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an  air  of  such  profound  respect  tliatahe  no  long 
any  terror  at  his  near  neighbonrhood)  and  !< 
towards  tlie  door,  saying,  as  lie  induced  lier  to  g« 
'^  Come,  let  us  be  gone ;  we  have  no  longer  an 
ness  in  this  desecrated. place ;  we  must  endeai 
get  home  to  the  palace,  nnperoeiyed  by  the  re 
the  streets." 

With  these  words,  they  both  quitted  the  t 
followed  by  Scriboniua  MununinSt  and  the 
graye-diggers,  who  kept  close  behind  them  ^ 
uttering  a  word.  Then  entering  the  streets, 
were  pitchy  dark,  wet  from  the  rain,  and  as  si 
the  tomb,  they  commenced  thieir  journey  on  fi) 

The  Preefect  did  not  fail  to  ^poI<^;ize  to 
friend  for  the  want  of  a  vehicle :  ''  How  unfa 
makes  me,  my  sparrow,"*  said  he>  ''  to  see  y 
trudging  along  through  the  mud,  like  a  mi 
plebeian ;  but  what  is  to  be  done?— on  such  a  i 
this  the  hackney-coaches*  are  ail  likely  to  be  ei 
besides  which,  we  should  run  no  little  risk  of 
tion  in  calling  one  from  the  stand.  What,  tb 
can  be  done?  I  would  offer  to  carry  you  in  m 
but  I  fear  you  would  object." 

And  in  ei&ct,  Thusnelda  having  declined  tl 
made  offer,  with  thanks,  they  contintted  to  i 

♦  Hackney  coaches  (or  chariots,— why  not  cabs?) 
common  nse  at  Kom«, 
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in  company,  as  before*  Presently,  on  turning  the 
comer  of  a  street,  the  sound  of  voices  reached  thdr 
ears,  and  several  lights  were  seen  glancing  about,  a 
little  way  off. 

'•  Papw  !*'  exohdmed  the  Preefect,  "  here  come  the 
insurgents  at  last ; — I  wondered  why  we  had  seen 
nothing  of  them  before : — doubtless,  they  are  going 
the  round  of  the  principal  streets,  and  proclaiming 
my  death ;  for  such  is  invariably  the  custom  when  a 
tymnt  bath  been  slain." 

Aa  he  spoke  thus,  he  stopped  short,  and  seemed  to 
hesitate  wlietber  to  advance.  Then,  muttering,  with 
an  agitated  air,  '^  What  is  to  be  done  now  V*  said  he, 
''  if  we  proceed,  we  shall  run  great  risk  of  getting 
amongst  our  enemies ;  yet  I  know  not  how  we  can 
a;roid  passing  through  this  street  on  our  way  home?" 

''  Let  us  hide  ourselves  while  they  pass,*'  suggested 
Thasnelda,  with  the  ingenuity  of  her  sex. 

'^ Evge!  my  delight!  so  we  will,"  replied  the 
great  man,  '^  it  is  an  admirable  thought." 

''  And  here  is  a  dark  archway  just  at  hand,  which 
^^  will  be  a  good  place  of  concealment  for  us/'  added 
f      the  damsel,  pointing  to  it  as  she  spoke. 

'^ Cleverest  of  your  sex!"  ejaculated  Yitalianus, 
and  they  both  entered  the  place  of  refuge.  At  the 
same  moment,  Scribonius  Mummius  and  the  grave- 
diggera  slunk  away  silently,  and  made  their  escape. 
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Scarcely  had  the  two  friends  hidden  tbeniM 
the  darky  when  the  trampling  of  feet,  hea 
tinctly  on  the  plashy  pavement,  announced  t 
proach  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people ;  this  sou 
accompanied  by  the  shrill  whistling  of  ptp 
clashing  of  cymbals,  and  the  measured  intent 
the  human  voice. , 

*'They  have  got  music  with  them/'  tfod  tt 
feet,  from  his  hiding-place;  ''these  rebels  \ 
termined  to  attract  notice  in  every  waythl 
And  then,  after  a -short  pause,  '' Thusnetdh,^ 
he,  ''  I  pray  you  to  put  forth  your  head,'atKl 
Boitre  them  as  they  approach :  yon  are  in  less 
of  being  recognised,  should  they  see  you,  tfoi 
myself." 

The  maiden  did  as  she  was  desired,  ^  ^ 
you  see?"  said  her  companion,  presently,  w 
her  as  she  gazed. 

*'  It  is  a  procession,"  replied  the  nympl 
brevity. 

''  I  know  that  already,"  said  the  great  m 
patiently,   ''but  what  is  it  like?— of  what 
consist?" 

'< Strange!"  muttered  Thusnelda,  ''there 
great  number  of  priests." 

"Priests!"  repeated  Vitalianus,  "that  seen 
indeed ;— though,  to  be  sure,"  continued  1i 


Digitized 


byGoOgl^ 


PI60   AND  THB   PBltFBOT,  165 

sectiog  hioui^lC  '*  these  fellows  will  meddle  in  every 
thiog^  whether  they  have  any  bosiaess  with  it  or 
not — it  is  all  the  same  to  them/' 

**  Stome  of  them/'  resomed  Thnsoelday ''  have  great 
kaiTea  in  their  hands,  and  others  are  armed  with 
hatchets/' 

**  The  wretches ! — the  sanguinary  monsters !'"  ex* 
daimed  Vi|)tailianiis,  **  what !  do  they  want  to  cnt 
mj  throat  V 

''Bot  what  strikes  me  as  being  the  most  remark* 
able^*'  eontinaed  Thasnelda»  ''  is.  that  they  are  all 
drened  in  white,  and  crowned  with  flowers." 

"  Oher  ejacolated  the  Praefect,  "  a  light  breaks 
in  npoD  my  mind/' 

"And  lo!"  cried  the  damsel,  "there  is  a  yoong 
female  io  the  midst  of  them,  dressed  in  white,  and 
crowned  with  garlands  like  the  rest; — yet  she  has 
the  appearance  of  being  a  prisoner,  for  her  hands  are 
bound  behind  her,  and  she  weeps  bitterly  as  she 
walks." 

<'  It  is  the  victim !"  shouted  the  Prafect,  ''  it  is 
the  victim^  as  I  liye !  how  I  have  mistaken  the  whole 
ai&ur  tai  now !" 

At  this  instant,  loud  cries  of  ^* hoc  age!  hoe  ogeT' 
were  raised  by  the  whole  body  of  the  priests  in 
ooacert 

"There,  they  are  calling  upon  the  people  to  attend 


Digitized 


by  Google 


106  PI80  AVD  THB   PtLSFBOT. 

the  Merifice,"  aaid  the  great  mao ;  ''  I  ti«st.tli< 
do  their  duty,  and  obey  the  call,  for  it  ig  aae 
most  important  sacrifices  that  has  been  offered 
gods  for  some  tijme  past"  Then,  pereeivio 
Thnsnelda  regarded  him  with  a  look  ofenqaiiy, 
troth  is,"  added  he,  **  that  in  consequence  ol 
prodigies  which  have  occnrred  durmg  the  la 
days,  I  deemed  it  my  doty  to  have  a  Mate  im| 
victim  offered  up  to  the  infernal  deities  thai 
which  of  late  years  it  has  been  the  cnstom  to 
On  my  way  to  the  theatre  to-night,  therefore, 
directions  teaching  the  devotion  of  a  certain 
waitingHnaid  of  my  wife's,  called  Eadocia, 
holy  parpose  I  have  named,  and  you  now  i 
reanlt ; — they  are  leading  her  to  the  Campas  V 
where  she  will  be  put  to"  death." 

Thusnelda  was  almost  petrified  with  hoiv 
disgust.  As,  however,  her  companion  by  no 
participated  in  her  feelings,  but  xather,  -on  t 
trary,  supposed  himself  to  have  performed  a  oq 
vout  act,  he  proceeded,  after  his  preiamiBavy  n 
to  descant,  at  some  length,  upon  tiie  style  an 
ner  in  which  the  abominable  sacrifice  was  to 
formed. 

'^  It  is  generally  cnstomary,"  said  he,  witl 
of  complacency,  '^to  have  the  horns  of  the 
neatly  gilt;  'bat  as,  in  the  present  case,  the  vie 
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rns  at  all,  this  ceremony  must  be  dispensed  with, 
rtheless,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  dispense 
:he  ceremony  of  pouring  wine,  oil,  corn,  bran, 
and  frankincense  upon  the  head  of  the  beast ; 
le  absence  of  the  horns  need  not  prevent  this 
rious  compound  from  being  applied  exactly  to 
>art  of  the  skull,  on  each  side  of  which  the  horns 

to  grow ;  neither^  I  imagine,  can  there  be  any 
a  why  certain  coarse  hairs  should  not  be  pulled 
f  the  head  of  the  animal,  and  thrown  into  the 
ipon  the  altar,  previous  to  the  sacrifice  of  its 
for  this  ceremony  is  a  very  important  one,  and 
d  never  be  omitted  when  it  can  possibly  be  per- 
?d. 

iner  these  preliminary  rites,"  continued  the 
:er,  "  the  chief  priest  will  have  nothing  more  to 
it  to  torn  his  face  in  an  easterly  direction,  and 

a  long  sharp  knife,  make  a  certain  sort  of 
oked  incision  in  the  victim's  skin,  beginning  at 
forehead,  running  all  down  the  back,  and  ter- 
ting  at  the  insertion  of  the  tail.  That  done,  he 
deliver  it  over  to  the  inferior  priests,  to  be  em- 
ailed and  cut  up,  as  usual." 
Merciful  powers!"  cried  Thusnelda,  as  white  as 
est. 

ast  at  this  juncture,  lomi  shouts  were  heard  at  a 
mce ;  these,  evidently,  did  not  proceed  from  the 
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sacrificial  procession^  nor  from  the  mob  bj  whidi  it 
was  accompanied;  they  were  considerably  fnrther 
oflT. 

''  What  shouts  are  those  ?"  asked  the  concealed 
man,  pricking  np  his  ears*  At  the  same  momeot* 
several  of  the  priests  and  flamens  were  observed  to 
turn  round,  and  look  down  the  street.  The  victim 
herself  also,  threw  a  glance*  full  of  eagerness,  in  tlie 
same  direction ;  but,  presently,  casting  down  ber  eyea 
again,  she  seemed  to  resign  herself  to  her  fate. 

The  procession,  which  had  for  some  time  past  been 
nearly  stationary,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  crowd, 
was  now  just  about  to  be  again  put  in  motion,  when 
the  shouts  which  had  been  heard  before,  were  re- 
iterated with  tenfold  force ;  then,  turning  round  the 
comer  of  an  adjacent  street,  were  seen  the  foremost 
ranks  of  a  procession,  of  a  very  different,  and  km 
dishonourable  kind ;  flags  and  banners  waved  over  it, 
and  martial  music  served  to  regulate  the  order  of  its 
march. 

"  As  I  live,"  cried  the  Prefect,  ''we  shall  not  avoid 
commg  in  contact  with  the  rebels  after  all ! — ^tbete 
must,  undoubtedly,  be  the  men." 

Scarce  had  he  spoken  these  words,  when  loud  criei 
of  ''  Liberty !  liberty !  the  tyrant  is  no  more !"  bioke 
forth  repeatedly  from  the  new  comers. 

"  Ah !  — it  is  even  as  I  thought,"  groaned  the  dii- 
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tteued  listener^ — '*  there  they  are  proclaiiiiing  my 
death  to  all  the  world  in  accents  of  delight,  and  throw- 
ing op  their  caps  in  triumph." 

All  of  a  sudden  the  acclamations  of  joy  were 
observed  to  snbside,  while  groans^  shrieks,  hisses,  and 
aeerations  rent  the  air  in  their  stead. 

''What  is  the  matter  now,**  muttered  Vitalianus, 
"  is  it  possible  they  can  have  discovered  me  in  my 
retreat?" 

*'  No,'*  said  Thusnelda,  looking  out  upon  the 
crowd,  *'  they  have  not  discovered  your  person^  but 
they  have  detected  one  of  your  works.  The  victim 
intended  for  the  sacrifice  has  thrown  herself  at  the 
feet  of  their  leader^  and  implored  his  protection 
against  the  priests.** 

"And  does  he  accord  it  to  her, —  the  wretch?** 
asked  the  other,  in  a  tone  of  anxiety. 

••  He  does  !**  cried  Thusnelda,  joyfully,  "  he  does  ! 
—  the  excellent  youth!  —  he  raises  her  from  the 
ground,  with  an  air  of  the  tenderest  sympathy  and 
compassion.** 

'*  Sacrilege  !'*  exclaimed  the  Prsefect,  clenching 
his  fists. 

"  And  his  followers  applaud  the  deed,*'  continued 
the  damsel,  '^they  contemplate  him  with  delight, 
while  he  unbinds  her  hands,  and  proclaims  her  free, 
— free  as  the  very  air  she  breathes.*' 

VOL.  II.  I 
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''The  impmiis  wretebes !  —  is  it  poMiUer  cned 
the  deTout  de0pot»  gofiBbing  his  teeth* 

''And  now/'  said  ThasDelda^ ''  the  amiable  yoniig 
hero  is  apparently  whispering  words  of  comfort  and 
epoouragement  in  her  ear ;  be  inclines  his  bead 
towards  her  face^  find  —  ha!"  she  eawlaimed  ab- 
ruptly, "what  was  that?" 

At  this  interesting  crisis,  the  mob  gave  ntteranoe 
to  a  burst  of  applause,  wholly  unprecedented  for  its 
Tehemence  and  force. 

"  Ridiculous  T'  ejaculated  the  obseramt  nympk, 
with  a  toss  of  her  bead. 

''  What  is  it?"  asked  her  companion,  "  what  ia  tbe 
meaning  of  that  rapturous  shout?  Ajsaoredly  it 
must  betoken  somethmg  of  no  little  importance  to  us 
all." 

"  Oh,  yes ;  very  important  indeed/'  replied  Tba»» 
nelda  with  a  sneer.  ^'They  cheered  thus  vebe- 
mently/'  added  she,  "  for  no  other  reason  than  be- 
cause the  young  man  was  foolish  enough  to  press  hia 
lips  to  the  victim's  cheek,  ere  he  disengaged  bimsalf 
from  her  embrace.  TThanks  to  tbe  gods,  bowerer, 
they  are  parted  at  last." 

''  Ha!  ha !"  chuckled  the  Praefect,  "  that  is  always 
the  way  with  the  mob.    The  sweet  creature  bes 
listed  their  sympathies  in  her  behalf,  and  they 
delighted  at  seeing  their  ringleader  caress  and 
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mttch  of  her  in  conseqneiice.  Bat  who  is  the  rogae 
himself? — Piso,  I  conclade,  by  the  ingratiatiog 
nature  of  hia  address." 

Thvsnekla  admitted  the  fact.  At  the  same  numient 
a  sbgle  Toice  was  heard  to  vociferate  the  following 
woids,  which  apparently  formed  part  of  an  exhorta- 
tion to  the  mnltitnde.  **  And  now,  my  friends,  let 
me  adyise  yoa  all  to  return  peaceably  to  your  homes 
for  the  remainder  of  the  night  The  tyrant  is  no 
more ;  his  victim  is  set  at  liberty ;  and  we  are  eman- 
cipated from  his  yoke  ourselves." 

This  animated  address  was  replied  to  by  immense 
plaudits  on  the  part  of  the  populace.  ''  Liberty ! 
liberty!"  was  the  universal  cry,  ''the  tyrant  is.no 
more,  and  we  are  restored  to  freedom."  Then  the 
trampling  of  feet  was  renewed  as  audibly  as  before, 
and  the  immense  multitude  wended  on  their  way. 

The  Prasfect  now  placing  his  hands  on  his  sides, 
indulged  in  a  long,  loud,  obstreperous  laugh.  ''  Ho  ! 
ho!  ho!  —  the  simpletons!"  roared  he,  between  the 
explosions  of  his  merriment,  ''  there  they  go,  like 
idiots  as  they  are,  rending  the  air  with  their  stupid 
shouts,  and  proclaiming  the  death  of  one  who  is  as 
well  able  to  shout,  and  roar,  and  laugh,  and  talk,  as 
they  are  themselves.  But  the  miscreants  will  not 
long  enjoy  their  triumph,  ridiculous  as  it  is." 
I  2 
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Then  seizing  his  fair  friend  by  the  hand,  '' 
my  desire,"  said  he,  *'  let  us  be  off;  the  coast 
again,  and  we  shall  soon  reach  the  palace." 

Away  they  went  accordingly ;  and  their  adv< 
were  concluded  for  the  night. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THE   PATRIOTS   PUNISHED. 


Whbn  Piso  had  proclaimed  **  death  to  the  tyrant, 
and  freedom  to  mankind,"  through  half  the  streets  of 
the  capital,  he  returned  home  to  his  uncle's  residence 
on  the  Palatine. 

He  was  in  the  best  of  spirits;  greatly  elated  at 
the  saccess  of  his  attempt.  No  sooner,  however, 
had  he  entered  the  gates,  than  his  ears  were  assailed 
with  the  sound  of  lamentations  and  complaints. 
'*  What  is  all  that  about  V  said  he  to  himself,  as  he 
recognised  the  voice ; ''  my  eccentric  relative  is  appa- 
rently in  grief."  Then  pushing  open  the  door  of  an 
inner  apartment,  he  perceived  the  tall,  gaunt  figure 
of  bis  uncle  stalking  about  solemnly,  armed  with  a 
small  poniard,  which  he  brandished  in  the  air,  and 
followed  at  a  respectful  distance  by  three  persons 
bearing  shovels,  ropes,  and  pickaxes,  meanly  dressed, 
and  having  much  the  appearance  of  those  despicable 
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slaves  commoDly  employed  in  the  intermetit  of  the 
dead. 

This  strange  sight  filled  him  with  astonishment  and 
awe.  •'  JEheu  /"  mattered  he,  "  does  my  uncle  mean 
to  commit  suicide,  or  is  he  going  to  bury  himself 
alive?" 

Scarcely  had  ihe^e  thoughts  passed  through  his 
mind,  when  Scribonius  Mummius  perceived  his  en- 
trance, walked  slowly  up  to  hij9>  and  addressed  hkn 
with  solemnity,  saying,  "  O  Piso,  prepare  for  deudi; 
your  hour  is  come  !" 

Piso  started  back  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Tenei»- 
ble  stoic's  poniard,  which  was  atiU  flourished  in  tke 
air. 

''Yes,  Piao,*'  continued  Scribonius  Mumndus, 
**  your  hour  is  come ;  the  dead  are  alive,  and  those 
who  are  living  will  soon  be  numbered  with  the  4end«" 

This  oracular  speech  completed  the  astonishment 
of  the  individual  unto  whom  it  was  nddiessed. 
*'  Papce!*'  exclaimed  he,  ''has  my  uncle  lost  Us 
wits?'' 

Here  the  three  grave-diggers,  perceiying  the  oon- 
stemation  of  the  young  man,  and  the  bewildemeat 
of  the  old  one,  deemed  it  their  dnty  to  interfeie  fcy 
explaining  the  circumstances  of  the  Prsefect's  restiK 
ration  to  life,  and  return  to  the  paUce*  Then  it  was 
that  Piso  for  the  first  time  discovered  how  egregiovsiy 
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he  had  been  duped;  shame,  grief,  feflr,  snrprisey 
took  possessioii  of  his  breast ;  his  hopes  were  annihi- 
Isted,  and  he  dreaded  to  think  of  the  fotore.  ''  And 
now  what  is  to  be  done  next  ?"  said  he,  after  a  long 
paose. 

^  Done  I"  repeated  his  kinsman,  "why,  what  is 
there  to  be  done  by  snch  wretches  as  we,  but  to  kill 
oarsdves  as  fiewt  as  we  can,  and  then  get  these  three 
worthy  men,  here,  to  inter  ns  in  some  decent  though 
obscare  aepulehre,  where  onr  enemies  may  be  unable 
to  discover  onr  remains  ?" 

Bat  Piao  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  submit  so 
fjuietly  to  Us  doom.  ''  Let  ns  fly,''  said  he,  "  let  ns 
seek  a  refuge  in  some  distant  land,  barbarous  and  in- 
hospitable though  it  be.'' 

^And  whither  should  we  fly?"  asked  Scribonins 
Manmina,  soomfully,  ''are  yon  not  aware,  Piso, 
that  to  a  persecuted  Roman  the  whole  known  world 
is  only  one  vast  prison-honse  ?  The  empire  itself 
extends  to  the  farthest  limits  of  the  cirilized  earth, 
and  the  bari>arous  nations  beyond  its  outskirts  stand 
in  too  ranch  terror  of  our  own  rulers  to  afford  protec-  ' 

tion  to  any  one  who  has  given  them  offence.    There  | 

is  no  place  of  refuge  for  us  but  the  grave." 

''  But  at  least,  uncle,"  said  Piso,  *^  you  are  not  as 
yet  detected  yourself.  The  tyrant,  indeed,  knows 
me  for  his  en^my,  and  I  must  bear  the  brunt  of  his 
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wrath;  neyertheless,  suspicion  may  not  rest  upon 
you."  k 

**  Vain  hope !  credulous  hope  !**  sighed  the'  stoic, 
abandoning  himself  to  despair;  "no,  no,  my  Piso, 
there  is  no  snch  chance.  That  fatal  supper-party  at 
which  the  plot  was  hatched  will  infallibly  become 
known  to  the  despot,  and  proye  the  ruin  of  as  all. 
Let  us  make  up  our  minds  therefore  to  stab  ourselves, 
and  die  like  heroes  at  once." 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  Piso  persuaded 
the  philosopher  that  this  suicidal  mood  of  his  mij^t 
as  well  be  indulged  in  at  some  future  period,  when 
the  danger  became  more  pressing  than  it  seemed  at 
present.  At  last,  however,  he  not  only  succeeded 
in  this,  but  also  in  the  still  more  difficult  enterprise 
of  inducing  the  same  sapient  personage  to  retire  to 
rest  for  the  remainder  of  the  night  as  usual,  with  a 
view  to  recruiting  his  strength,  and  thus  enabiiog 
him  to  encounter  the  perils  and  hardships  to  which 
.  it  was  by  no  means  unlikely  he  might  be  e^iposed  on 
the  following  day.  That  matter  settled,  he  further 
determined  to  have  recourse  to  the  same  remedial 
process  which  he  had  prescribed  to  his  relative  hia»- 
self.  He  withdrew  to  his  chamber,  threw  himself 
upon  his  couch,  and  soon  slept  with  the  serenity  of  a 
Socrates  or  a  Seneca,  under  circumstances  no  less 
trying  than  his  own. 
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He  did  not  long  enjoy  his  slambers  undisturbed. 
A  strange  noise  in  the  house  interrupted  his  repose ; 
then,  starting  from  his  pillow,  confused  and  bewil- 
deredy  rather  tliaa  refreshed  by  his  brief  sleep,  he 
beheld  a  file  of  soldiers  enter  the  apartment,  and  sur- 
round him  in  his  bed.     He  at  once  guessed  the  object 
of  their  visit,  but,  nevertheless,  affected  to  ask  them, 
with  an  air  of  surprise,  for  what  purpose  they  thus 
intruded  themselves  into  his  room.    *'  Your  presence 
is  required  at  the  imperial  residence, '^  replied  the 
centurion  in  command ;  "  and  our  lord,  the  Praefect, 
hath  directed  us   to  conduct  you  thither,  without 
delay.    Rise  tlien,  O  Piso,"  added  the  officer,  with 
solemnity,  *'  and  prepare  to  follow  us  at  once." 

Fiso  well  knew  that  it  would  be  useless  to  resist 
the  mandate  of  the  great  man ;  he  got  up  hastily, 
therefore,  and  was  dressed  in  a  few  minutes.  Then 
being  conducted  down  stairs  by  his  guards,  and  de- 
sired to  get  into  a  close  chariot,  which  stood  in  rea- 
diness at  the  gates,  he  found  upon  doing  so,  that  it 
was  already  occupied  by  his  venerable  relative,  whose 
woe-begone  appearance  announced  him  to  be  sunk  in 
the  deepest  "  slough  of  despond,"  so  that  he  could 
neither  think,  speak,  nor  even  weep,  his  lachrymary 
ducts  being  quite  dried  up  by  the  strength  and  bit- 
terness of  his  emotions. 
Presently  the  carriage  was  surrounded  by  a  large 
1  5 
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body  of  armed  men  on  horseback ;  the  drirer's 

was  heard,  and  the  prisoners  oonunenoed  theii 

lancholy  joumeyy  which*  howoTer,  they  conject 

would  be  of  no  great  length,  owing  to  their  proxi 

to  the  iniperial  residence,  where  they  had  bees 

it  was  to  end.    But  they  soon  fonnd  either  tbat 

mistake  bad  been  made  on  their  own  part*  or  ob 

of  their  informant,  for  their  vehicle  went  dow 

bill  instead  of  moving  round  its  submit,  and 

passing  through  two  or  three  intervening  st 

entered  the  Roman  Forum.      Here  they  obs< 

signs  of  a  disturbance  of  the  most  unusual  kind 

shops  were  very  generally  closed,  and  the  inh^ 

of  the  adjacent  houses  were  seen  hurrying  aboul 

place  to  place,  with  looks  of  consternation  an 

trust.     Several  of  these  people,  also»  foUowe 

carnage  with  shouU  and  cries  as  it  passed  thi 

the  Forum,  and  seemed  anxious  to  obtain  a  gl 

of  the  prisoners  within ;  yet  Piao  observed  tl 

expressions  of  ill-will  were  directed  against  his 

pr  himself,  though  curses   and    maledictions 

abundantly  fuUninated  against  their  armed  at 

ants;   a  contumelious  proceeding  which  at  1 

irritated  them  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  turned 

their  pursuers,  sword  in  hand,  and  threatened 

terminate  them  in  a  mass.    The  tlireat  was  wfli 
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withoQt  the  deed ;  the  mob  hastily  retreated,  and  the 
tnayellers  proceeded  on  their  way. 

They  now  entered  a  long  street,  whieh  led  down  to 
the  Palatine  Bridge.  The  shops  were  ererywhere 
closed,  and  the  houses  seemed  deserted,  except  where 
the  head  of  a  solitary  individual  Was  visible  for  an 
instant  at  a  window,  looking  down  upon  the  passing 
cavalcade.  As  they  went  by  the  Theatre  of  Malrcel- 
Ids,  situated  near  the  end  of  die  strict,  a  cmisiderable 
body  of  troops  was  observed  to  be  stationed  in  that 
venerable  pile :  nor  was  the  Temple  of  Manly  For- 
tune unoccnpied ;  sentinels  were  standing  at  its  en- 
trance, and  several  wearied  legionaries  were  reposing 
under  the  shade  of  its  p6rch. 

The  prisoners  and  their  escort  soon  mounted  the 
bridge.  Soldiers  were  posted  at  each  end,  and  the 
banks  of  the  river,  as  far  as  the  eye  dould  reach,  were 
covered  with  cohorts  of  foot  and  horse.  Piso  now 
began  to  guess  to  what  point  their  course  would  tend. 
The  Gardens  of  Geta  were  situated  on  the  Janicnlum, 
and  though  at  a  great  distance  from  the  old  part  of 
the  palace,  might  not  be  very  improperly  called  by 
the  same  name,  as  forming  one  of  those  remote 
brandies  of  the  royal  residence  which  had  been 
added  by  sooeessive  monarchs  to  the  original  pile. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  at  all  unlikely  that  the  Prsefect 
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might  have  cboMo  to  fix  his  liQwlM|iMrtera4a 
gardens,  during  the  tumnlt  arinng  fion  the  (n 
tion  of  the  conspiracy,  andor  the  idea  of  the 
being  safer  than  his  own  metropolifaB  abode; 
event  proved  that  Piso  was  not  mislakea.  The 
low  walls  which  sanoanded  the  pleasnra-growk 
the  suburban  palace  soon  became  visible  neai 
river ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  ouontes,  the 
riage  drew  op  before  a  small  postern  gate. 

One  of  the  troopers  alighted,  and  stroek  this 

three  times  with  the  pommel  of  his  sword;  where 

it  was  immediately  opened  by  a  grim-looking  jai 

whose  straight  sandy  locks,  and  large  grey  , 

seemed  to  indicate  his  Scandinavian  origin;  wl 

moreover,  was  attested  by  the  barbaiwis  d^ 

which  he  returned  the  greetings  of  the  Roman  soli 

who,  nevertheless,  understood  him  without  much . 

culty,  custom  having  rendered  the  regular  tr. 

sufficiently  familiar  with  the  language  of  their  « 

em  all.es.      Some  questions   and    answers  ha. 

^f  '***««''  *•'«•»»  tfae  prisoners  were  desired 

a«>ght.    Piso  quietly  descended  fmm  the  earn. 

and  assisted  his  kinsman  to  do  the  same.   Mored 

than  alive,  Scribonius  Mummius  entreated  the  yw 

»«.  to  lend  him  his  arm  for  support;   and  i 

••nked  together,  the  captives,  attended  by  their- 
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tarj  esoorty  proceeded  on  foot  tbrongh  the  dark  mn- 
bn^geoos  walks  of  the  garden. 

And  now  the  Tilla,  which  had  once  been  the  fa- 
vorite residence  of  the  tU-fated  Geta  was  in  sight, 
with  the  broad  lawn  surronnded  by  verdant  shrnb^ 
beries  in  front  of  it.  Sentinels  were  stationed  before 
the  principal  entrance,  and  detached  parties  of  the 
Praetorian  Guard,  each  commanded  by  a  separate 
officer,  were  seen  parading  ap  and  down  the  grass- 
plot.  There  were,  also,  a  considerable  namber  of 
German  light-armed  troopsi  on  whose  fidelity  the 
despot  was  more  inclined  to  rely  than  on  that  of  the 
natiye  soldiers,  when  employed  in  the  ungracious 
task  of  suppressing  domestic  insnrrections.  These 
foreigners  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  sandy- 
haired  janitor,  and  made  use  of  a  language  almost 
equally  uncouth. 

Besides  the  military  followers  of  the  Prsefect,  there 
were  seyeral  of  his  civil  and  municipal  retainers 
present.  Amongst  these  were  the  lictors,  with  their 
rods  of  office,  the  viators,  or  pursuivants,  together 
with  two  or  three  common  executioners,  who  stood 
apart  from  the  rest,  as  if  conscious  of  the  stigma 
which  attached  to  their  dishonourable  calling.  But 
that  which  chiefly  interested  the  prisoners,  and  fixed 
thdr  attention  as  they  approached,  was  a  consider- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


182  PISO    AND   THB   PRJBFSCT. 

able  party  of  their  own  friends,  very  evidently  ni 
arrest  like  themselves,  tfnd  waiting  for  the  snnui 
of  the  great  man.  Neither  Piso  nor  his  nncle 
permitted  to  accost  them;  bnt  glances  were 
changed  from  a  distance^  which  served  to  convey 
painfnl  intelligence  that  every  thing  was  discofi 
which  they  most  wished  concealed. 

After  waiting  the  greater  part  of  an  honr  i 

dreadful  state  of  suspense,  Piso  and  Mummins  i 

conducted  to  an  apartment  in  a  remote  wing  of 

house,  where  they  found  the  Prasfect  standing  y 

his  back  to  the  light,  surrounded  by  his  minist 

and  attended  by  his  guards.     At  the  moment  of  t 

entry  he  was,  apparently,  in  the  act  of  examining 

of  the  conspirators,  assisted  by  Vulcatins  Asper,  w! 

Piso,  with  no  little  astonishment,  saw  standiaf 

his  elbow,  prompting  his  questions,  and  assisting 

with  advice.     The  truth  was,  however,  that  ha^ 

escaped  detection  as  yet,  the  miscreant  thought 

should  best  disguise  the  part  he  had  taken  in 

plot,  by  affecting  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  to  bring 

accomplices  to  justice,  and  have  them  ptinished 

they  deserved. 

The  PriBfect,  it  is  likely,  had  not  been  very  i 
oessful  in  extracting  information  from  the  prfso 
before  him,  for  he  was  now  heanl  to  threaten 
wretched  man  with  the  torture,  unless  he  would  c 
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ss.  The  answer  of  the  cnlprit  was  inaudible ;  but 
seemed  to  imply  a  refusal,  for  the  Proofed  no  sooner 
mprehended  its  meaDingy  than  he  stamped  furiously 

the  floor,  and  commanded  his  attendants  to  pro- 
ce  the  rack.  This  order  was  about  to  be  obeyed, 
len  he  seemed  suddenly  to  change  his  mind^  and 
rected  the  lictors  to  remove  the  culprit  to  a  remote 
rt  of  the  chamber^  where  he  would  be  out  of  hear- 
i,  and  keep  him  in  safe  custody  for  the  present. 

bile  the  obsequious  officers  were  leading  their  pri- 
ner  across  the  room,  the  latter  whose  face  had 
therto  been  averted,  looked  round  for  an  instant, 
id  during  that  momentary  glance,  Piso  recognised 
ith  grief  the  features  of  the  venerable  Magnus. 

Piso  and  his  uncle  were  now  ordered  to  approach, 
hen  addressing  the  elder  of  the  two,  *'  Scribonius 
[ummius,"  said  the  Prsefect,  "  thou  art  charged  with 
grave  offence;  nothing  less  than  that  of  compassing 
le  dethronement  of  the  emperor,  and  the  general 
iasaacre  of  his  adherents.  I  liave  had  thee  arrested 
Q  this  accusation,  and  I  adjure  thee  to  answef, 
ithout  prevaricatioui  the  questions  which  I  am 
oing  to  propound.  By  making  a  confession  thou 
layst  yet  hope  to  be  saved,  but  obstinacy  will  only 
asure  thine  own  ruin." 

After  this  solemn  adjuration,  the  Praefect  paused 
>r  a  minute,  and  consulted  with  Vulcatius  Asper. 
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Meanwhile  Piso  watched  the  coantenance  of  his  an 
with  great  anxiety,  being  somewhat  doubtful  about 
course  he  intended  to  pursue^  and  apprdensive  1 
his  nerves  would  fail  him  at  the  pinch.  Obsenri 
however,  that  his  lips  were  firmly  closed,  his  eyebn 
bent,  and  his  cheeks  slightly  flushed ;  that  a  cert 
expression  of  passive  courage  was,  in  short,  stam] 
on  all  his  features  ;  the  youth  felt  comforted  aad 
lieved.  Nevertheless^  he  deemed  it  advisable 
whisper  a  few  words  of  encouragement  in  his  ki 
man's  ear,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  his  re 
lution^  which  was  about  to  be  put  to  so  severe  a  t 
The  response  of  the  senior  was  decisive  and  satisi 
tory.  •*  My  body  may  tremble,"  said  he,  *'  but 
soul  is  immoveable  as  a  rock." 

The  Preefect  now  commenced  his  interrogator! 
having,  probably,  been  advised  by  Vulcatius  Asp 
in  what  manner  to  proceed. 

''  I  am  told,  O  Mummius,"  he  began,  '*  that 
the  third  day  of  the  nones  of  the  past  month,  tli 
didst  entertain  a  select  party  of  thy  friends  at  supp 
in  thine  own  house  on  the  Palatine :  is  it  true  ?*' 

"It  is,"  replied  Scribonius  Mummius,  in  a  fi 
voice:  "  why  should  I  deny  the  fact?" 

*'  Now,  bethink  thee,  what  were  the  names  of  yc 
friends  ?"  said  the  catechiser,  ''  let  me  hear  the 
every  one." 
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The  accQsed  named  several  of  his  ^ests,  takiog 
care^  iiowever,  to  mention  none  but  those  whom  he 
knew  to  be  already  in  custody,  and  who,  therefore, 
could  be  little  injured  by  the  discovery  of  their  con- 
nection with  himself.  But  the  questioner  was  far 
from  being  satisfied  with  this.  He  evidently  sus- 
pected some  reservation,  and  repeated  the  inquiry 
witii  a  severity  of  aspect  which  seemed  to  indicate 
his  rising  wrath. 

'*  Were  there  none  besides  those  you  have  named?'' 
he  said,  "  beware  how  you  trifle  with  me  !" 

'*  Nesdo  quid  eerie  est, —  I  am  not  quite  sure 
about  it ;"  answered  the  witness,  "  some  few  there 
might  have  been,  —  but  the  company  was  numerous, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  recollect  them  all.  Oh!  — I 
remember  one  of  them  now/'  added  he  abruptly,  — 
**  he  was  a  grim*looking  churl,  seated  at  the  bottom 
of  the  table,  but  he  was  no  personal  friend  of  my  own, 
— he  accompanied  one  of  my  other  guests,  —  and  I 
fear  I  have  forgotten  his  name.  Truly,  it  were  well 
if  I  recollected  it,  for  I  have  good  reason  to  think 
that  the  man  was  an  enemy  in  disguise." 

Here  Yulcatius  Asper  was  observed  to  change 
countenance.  He  was  ill  at  ease  in  his  mind,  and 
dissatisfied  with  the  tarn  which  things  seemed  to  be 
taking.  Plucking  the  Preefect  by  the  sleeve  with  a 
degree  of  familiarity  which  surprised  all  present,  he 
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whispered  sometfiiiig  in  his  ear,  and  whaferer  may 
have  been  the  nature  of  the  argmnents  he  employed, 
they  had  the  desired  effect,  for  the  great  man  diseon- 
tinned  the  mode  of  examination  he  had  adopted*  and 
oommenoed  a  string  of  interrogatories  npon  a  some- 
what different  theme. 

**  Scribonins  Mnmmius,''  said  he,  "  yon  hate 
^wned  to  the  banquet,  though,  doubtless,  yon  wovM 
deny  having  made  that  convivial  meeting  a  cloak  for 
your  abominable  designs.  Now  answer  me  Ae  fol- 
lowing questions,  and  tske  heed  of  year  speech. 
Why  did  you  choose  the  day  of  the  feast, —  a  day  of 
recreation  and  delight, — for  making  your  will,  and 
setting  your  slaves  at  liberty?'' 

"  I  selected  that  day  for  several  reasons,  which  I  w9l 
endeavour  to  exphtin,'*  answered  the  philosopher,  yet 
he  hesitated  as  he  qx)ke,  for  he  had  not  anticipated  the 
question,  and  was  rather  at  a  loss  for  a  reply.  But 
speedily  recovering  himself,  *'  Thou  knowest,**  said  he 
to  the  Prefect,  *'  that  I  have  not  a  strong  head,  or  a 
good  stomach;  my  digestive  organs  are  extremely 
weak,  and  my  temperament  is  so  irritaMe  that  a 
small  quantity  of  liquor  almost  drives  me  mad.  Tet, 
in  spite  of  these  disadvantages,  I  wished  to  entertaife 
my  friends  in  a  jovial  style.  I  knew,  therefore,  that 
I  should  be  likely  to  commit  a  debauch,  the  eonse* 
quences  of  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  foresae. 
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and  I  Aovght  I  had  best  be  prepaid  for  tiie  wont. 
I  Jwolfed  to  make  my  will  in  oaae  I  ahoald  die  of 
eieenive  eatbg,  or  go  mad  firom  tbe  ^ects  of 
dnmkeimeis.  The  same  ooonderation  induced  me 
to  emanoipate  my  alavesy  who  maght»  otherwiaOy  per- 
HM}  have  remained  in  bondage  all  tbe  rest  of  their 
days.  These  were  my  reasons  for  acting  as  I  did ; 
and  I  trnst  they  were  neither  criminal  nor  inja- 
dicioiu.'' 

The  Prefect  seemed  a  good  deal  snrprised  at  hear- 
ing a  man  so  grave  and  philosopbical  as  Scribonios 
Mmnnius  accoont  for  his  conduct  after  this  £uhiao« 
Nerertheleasy  the  singalarity  of  the  apology  served  to 
coDvinee  him  of  its  truth,  for  be  arg^ned  that  sach  an 
extmordinafy  tale  could  never  have  been  invented  for 
die  purpose  of  deceiving  him,  by  one  who  would 
nther,  he  imagined,  have  encountered  death,  than 
acknowledged  bis  own  want  of  temperance.    He  did 
not  understand  the  character  of  the  man  with  whom 
he  had  to  deal.    Mummius,  though  a  stoic  and  a 
Boman,  was  subtle  as  the  slyest  Greek.    Affected  as 
he  was  in  general^  he  could  yet,  when  it  was  desirable, 
lay  aside  his  affectation,  and  comport  himself  like  a 
man  of  the  world. 

Under  this  false  impression,  the  Pnefect  asked 
him  no  more  questions  about  the  will  or  the  slaves, 
but  desired  to  know  on  what  subjects  he  bad  chiefly 
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conversed  with  his  friends  during  the  banqnet,  and 
after  it  was  over ;  wherennto  he  replied  as  follows : 

''  When  supper  was  first  served  up»  we  convened 
about  the  merits  of  the  several  dishes  before  us,  and 
the  company  congratulated  me  on  having  so  excellent 
a  cook,  — for  indeed  he  b  a  skilful  artist.  I  made 
my  acknowledgments  in  return;  after  which  we 
began  to  drink,  and  my  wines  were  very  generally 
lauded,  too.  Nothing  worth  mentioning  passed  be- 
yond this  till  the  servants  left  the  room;  When^  re- 
lieved from  the  restraint  of  their  presence,  the  con- 
versation took  a  different  turn,  —  a  turn  which  it  not 
unfrequently  takes  on  occasions  of  the  sort, — (br 
somebody  having  remarked  that  it  was  difficult  for  a 
woman  to  keep  a  secret,  we  were  led  into  a  regolar 
disquisition  upon  the  character  and  habits  of  the  sex. 
From  women  we  went  to  war,  and  considered  whe- 
ther a  life  of  toil  and  trouble  accompanied  with  glorj» 
were  better  or  worse  than  one  of  peace  and  quietness, 
spent  in  obscurity.  After  that,  we  discoursed  about 
the  sweets  of  a  country  life,  the  pleasures  of  the  hath, 
and  the  laws  of  hospitality.  The  opinions  of  the 
^company  differed  a  little  on  the  last  of  these  themes; 
for  though  most  of  us  agreed  in  thinking  that  instita* 
tions  of  so  sacred  a  nature  should  never  be  infriiq^ 
there  was  one  who  asserted  that  circumstances  might 
exist  by  which  such  a  violation  would  be  justified. 
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We  then  spoke  of  the  fashiooable  amasement  of 
wayhjmg  passengers  in  the  streets  at  night,  and  very 
geaeially  commended  it  as  an  elegant  pursuit,  not 
unworthy  of  the  great  men  by  whom  it  is  well  known 
to  be  practised.  Something,  I  believe,  was  then  said 
aboQt  the  Secalar  Games,  which  were  about  to  take 
place, — and  there,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the 
discourse  concluded." 

When  the  Preefect  heard  this  ingenious  speech,  in 
vhieh  nothing  absolutely  false  was  asserted  withont 
aay  one'  sentence  being  strictly  true,  he  fixed  his 
eyes  on  the  speaker  with  a  stem  and  ireful  glare, 
while  the  blood  rose  in  his  face  till  it  swelled  and 
blackened  every  feature.  For  some  moments,  he 
seemed  nnable  to  give  utterance  to  his  wrath ;  but  at 
last,  overcoming  the  emotions  which  paralyzed  his 
tongue,  the  storm  burst  forth  with  terrific  violence. 

^'  Base,  prevaricating  wretch  !"  he  exclaimed  in  a 
dreadful  voice,  "  in  vain  do  you  attempt  to  deceive 
me  by  these  miserable  subterfuges.  Know  that  your 
words  are  contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  your  own 
friend,  the  leader  and  contriver  of  this  vile  conspi- 
racy himself.  Yes,  Magnus  has  been  interrogated, 
and  has  told  a  very  different  tale  from  yonrs.  Yon 
cannot  both  have  spoken  the  truth,  and  it  is  much 
more  likely  that  I  have  heard  nothing  but  falsehoods 
from  either.    But  I  will  not  be  baffled  thus.    I  will 
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not  be  insulted  with  impunity.    The  rack  shall  foxce 
you  to  confess,  or  tear  yonr  limbs  asnnder.'* 

So  saying,  he  whispered  to  one  of  his  attendants, 
who  left  the  room  immediatdy.  Then  tornuf  to 
Piso,  with  whom  he  had  not  spoken  before,  he  nd* 
dressed  him  in  the  following  words : 

"  Piso,  yonr  kinsman  has  sealed  his  own  doom; 
he  has  dared  to  prevaricate,  and  he  dies  a  deatb  of 
torture.  Take  care  lest  yon  share  the  same  fiite 
yourself.  A  full  confession  can  alone  save  yoor  life. 
I  have  a  good  many  questions  to  propomid,  but  there 
is  one  more  important  than  the  rest.  Answer  that 
honestly,  and  I  shall  be  the  better  able  to  judge 
what  dependence  may  be  placed  on  yonr  future  re- 
plies.'' 

Here  a  loud  shrill  shriek  was  heard  to  ring  through 
the  apartment  Piso  started,  and  the  Prs^t 
seemed  to  listen  attentively,  yet  without  betrajing 
any  signs  of  surprise.  The  sound  appeared  to  issue 
from  an  adjoining  chamber.  It  was  not  repeated, 
and  the  examination  of  the  prisoner  went  on  thus : 

**  Young  man,"  said  the  examiner,  **  the  questioa 
I  alluded  to  is  this.  For  what  purpose  did  yon 
leave  your  uncle's  house  at  a  late  hour  on  the  night 
of  the  treasonable  supper-party,  to  which  you  have 
just  heard  me  refer?" 

**  I  went,"  answered  Piso,  who  saw  no  use  in  dis* 
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iog  the  fact,  after  so  much  had  already  been  re- 
ed,— "  I  went  to  possess  myself  of  a  consecrated 
;er  which  has  been  preserved  for  ages  in  one  of 
uost  holy  and  ancient  temples  in  Rome." 
Name  the  temple/'  cried  the  Preefect  in  a  loud 

No/'  rejoined  the  other  after  a  short  pause,  *'  to 

question  I  must  decline  making  a  reply/' — for 

ecoUected  that  by  making  snch  an  acknowledge 

t,  he   might  bring  the  priest  Theodosins  into 

ble»  which  he  was  determined  to  avoid. 

be  great  man  scowled  awfully ;  nevertheless  he 

lot  press  the  inquiry ;  and  the  next  question  he 

d  was  of  a  different  tendency,  or  at  least  had  a 

rent  drift. 

Tell  me/'  said  he;  "  what  use  did  yon  design  to 

e  of  the   sacred  weapon  which   you  thus  ob- 

Bd?" 

iso  hesitated  a  moment  ere  he  replied.  He 
iV  that  by  owning  the  troth,  he  should  injure  no 
but  himself;  he  perceived,  too,  that  it  would  be 
easy  task  to  ba^Qe  the  penetration  of  the  ques- 
er,  who  had  already  detected  the  subterfuges  of 
uncle,  and  who  evidently  possessed  very  exten- 

information  touching  the  proceedings  of  the 
spirators,  though  from   what  source  derived,  it 

impossible  to  guess.     He  determined,  therefore. 
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to  speak  out  openly  at  once.  He  had  given  himself 
over  for  lost  almost  from  the  moment  of  his  arrest 
He  felt  he  had  no  right  to  expect  mercy  from  one 
against  whose  life  he  had  so  unscrupulously  coo* 
spired.  A  speedy  death  would  at  all  events  be  his 
lot ;  and  he  resolved  not  only  to  meet  his  fate  with 
calmness,  but  to  set  his  enemies  and  persecutors  at 
defiance. 

*'  The  poniard  was  destined  for  your  own  heart," 
replied  he  sturdily;  ''it  was  that  which  you  sav 
brandished  in  my  hand  when  I  stood  opposed  to  yon 
in  the  theatre." 

At  this  moment  a  dreadful  shriek,  like  that  whicli 
had  been  heard  before,  seemed  to  issue  from  the  same 
place,  and  a  deep  groan  followed.  The  Prefect 
took  no  notice  of  the  interruption.  Darting  a  terri* 
ble  look  at  the  young  man,  "  and  why,"  exclaisMd 
he  fiercely,  "  didst  thou  wish  to  spill  my  blood  ?** 

"  Because,"  answered  Piso,  "  I  loathed  you  for 
the  crimes  which  you  had  committed ;  because  yoa 
have  ever  been  the  ready  executioner  of  yotr 
master's  savage  mandates ;  because,  above  all;  your 
life  was  a  necessary  sacrifice  for  the  safety  of  the 
people.  These  were  my  reasons  for  attempting  your 
destruction,  and  had  it  pleased  the  gods  to  render 
me  successful,  I  should  assuredly  have  acquired  iia* 
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mortal  glory  by  the  act ;  for  tyrannicide  has  never 
beeo  at  Rome  accoiinted  murder/* 

The  Praafect  was  startled,  and  even  abashed.     His 
ear  was  anaccastomed  to  the  sound  of  truth,  and  he 
scarce  knew  how  to  answer  this  intrepid  language. 
Netertfaeless,  he  was  far  from  being  diverted  from 
his  purpose.     He  was  rather  inclined  to  follow  up 
his  inquiries  by  finding  that  he  was  likely  to  meet 
with  answers  which,  uncourteous  as  they  were,  might 
at  least  be  depended  on  as  true.    Accordingly,  when 
be  bad  a  little  recovered  his  composure,   he  pro- 
ceeded to  ask  the  prisoner,  by  which  of  his  accom- 
plices he  had  been  attended  into  the  theatre,  and  in 
what  manner  they  were  to  have  assisted  him  in  the 
attempt.     But  Piso  was  by   no  means  inclined  to 
make  these  disclosures.     He  had  resolved  in  fact  not 
to  implicate  his  friends ;  and  pursuing  that  straight* 
forward  course  which  he  had  marked  out  for  himself 
at  the  beginning  of  the  investigation,  he  flatly  re- 
fused to  answer  any  questions  but  such  as  related  to 
himself.     The  Praefect  was  disconcerted,  as  well  as 
enraged  by  this  refusal ;  for  he  had  calculated  upon 
obtaining  that  information  from  the  youth  which  he 
had  been  unable  to  extract  from  either  of  the  old 
men.    He  endeavoured  by  threats,  persuasions,  and 
entreaties  to  overcome  the  resolution  of  the  captive. 
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He  promised  hini  a  full  pardon  for  all  past  ofienc 
on  condition  of  his  yielding  the  disputed  point;  I 
tried  to  convince  him  by  many  very  ingenious  argi 
ments  framed  for  the  purpose,  that  he  had  be( 
guilty  of  a  great  crime  in  thus  conspiring  against  tl 
state,  and  that  he  could  alone  make  atonement  for 
by  confessing  the  particulars  of  the  plot. . 

This  sophistry  had  no  effect  on  the  juvenile  pi 
trioty  and  he  rejected  all  conditional  promises  of  fo 
giveness  with  contempt.  The  tyrant  then  spoke  c 
the  rack :  Piso  heard  him  in  silence,  and  witboi 
emotion. 

"  This,"  added  the  Praefect.  **  is  no  vain  threa 
I  know  that  by  the  old  laws  of  the  Republic, 
Roman  citizen  could  not  be  put  to  the  torture 
slaves  and  aliens  were  alone  subject  to  that  borri 
and  degrading  punishment.  But  matters  are  no^ 
much  changed.  We  are  not  in  tbis  enlightened  ag 
to  be  shackled  and  restrained  by  the  injudicious  re 
gulations  of  our  ancestors.  If,  therefore,  you  tms 
to  the  privileges  once  enjoyed  by  persons  of  yoo 
class,  you  will  find  yourself,  Piso,  most  miserabl; 
deceived." 

Piso  replied  that  he  doubted  neither  the  power  no 
the  will  of  his  enemy  to  inflict  the  threatened  punish 
ment.  ''  Yet  beware,"  continued  he, — ^^  beware  fo 
your  own  sake,   how  you  treat  the  last  Patriciai 
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eoator  like  a  felon  of  the  lowest  grade^ — an  Egyp- 
an  thief,  or  a  Phrygian  murderer.  Beware  of  the 
lium  which  you  will  inevitably  incur  by  the  act^ 
id  remember  that  the  hatred  of  all  mankind  will 
irsue  you  for  degrading  in  my  person  the  majesty 

a  Roman  noble." 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  the  despot,  ''  thou  shalt  not 
cape  the  rack, — the  best  cure  for  obstinacy.     And 

order  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of  the  tor- 
ents  you  will  have  to  endure,  I  shall  now  afford 
)u  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  their  effects  upon 
lother.*' 

So  saying,  he  made  a  sign  to  some  of  his  attend* 
Its,  who  thereupon  unclosed  a  pair  of  folding-doors 

one  end  of  the  room,  and  discovered  a  great  num- 
^r  of  persons  moving  about  tumultuously  within. 
iso  could  not  make  out  how  they  were  employed^ 
It  be  heard  certain  sounds  which  resembled  the 
iming  of  a  wheel,  and  the  stretching  and  straining 
'  cordage.  These  sounds  soon  ceased,,  and  several 
E'ep  sighs,  or  groans,  next  struck  upon  bis  ear. 
ben  a  few  words  were  uttered  in  a  low  faint  voice : 
resently  afterwards,  a  sudden  exclamation  of  agony 
'  affright  seemed  to  escape  from  the  lips  of  the  same 
)eaker. 

Four  or  five  men  were  now  seen  advancing  through 
le  open  doors,  bearing  a  miserable  female  in  a  chair. 
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Her  eyes  were  closed,  her  lips  slightly  parted,  a 

her  dishevelled  locks  flowed  wildly  over  her  necl 

her  arms  were  bared  to  the  elbow,  and  the  wri< 

were  encircled  with  livid  marks,  apparently  cans 

by  some  tight  ligature  which  had  recently  been  i 

moved.     Marks  of  the  same  sort  were  also  visible  < 

her  ankles,    which,   together   with   her  feet,  we 

naked.     Her  dress  was  a  robe  of  coarse  white  clot 

profusely  marked   with   blood.     A   narrow  belt 

leather  confined  it  round  the  waist,  and  a  slight  a 

dulating  motion  about  the  upper  part  of  the  garmeE 

was  the  only  thing  which  indicated  the  existence 

the  wearer. 

Piso  almost  sickened  when  he  first  recog^zed 

this  miserable  object  the  once-lovely  nymph  Eudoci 

The  next  moment,  his  blood  boiled  with  indignatii 

against  the  author  of  her  sufferings :  she  had  ei 

dently  endured  the  torture.     He  turned  towards  tl 

Praefect,  and  eyed  him  with  feelings  of  scorn,  horro 

and  disgust.     The  sanguinary  despot  stood  gasing 

his  victim  with  the  utmost  composure, — hardly  m 

scions  perhaps  of  the  cruelty  of  the  deed  which  1 

had  perpetrated,  for  the  life  of  a  slave  was  in  his  est 

mation  a  thing  of  no  account.     Presently,  howevc 

raising  his  eyes,  and  facing  the  young  man,  «  Piso 

said   he,   *'  you  are  doubtless  surprised  at  findii 

another  of  your  accompUces  discovered,— an  aocoi 
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piice  too,  of  a  singular  character, — ^for  who  would 
have  expected  to  find  a  Roman  senator  in  league 
irith  a  miserable  bondmaid?  By  what  means  she 
acquired  a  place  in  your  confidence  I  am  not  in- 
formed, nor  have  I  any  desire  to  ask.  It  is  suffi- 
cient for  me  to  know  that  she  is  acquainted  with 
wuT  treasonable  secrets,  that  she  intended  to  pro- 
note  your  nefarious  designs,  and  that  in  thus  assist- 
ing the  enemies  of  her  lord,  she  has  herself  been 
^ilty  of  the  foulest  treachery.  Yet  I  have  not 
punished  her  in  the  spirit  of  revenge ;  the  offences  of 
so  wretched  a  creature  are  incapable  of  exciting  that 
'eeling  in  my  mind.  I. was  simply  determined  to 
nake  her  confess,  and  I  ordered  her  to  be  questioned 
)n  the  rack.  We  shall  now  see  the  result  of  the  ex- 
periment." 

Then,  addressing  the  men  who  had  brought  the 
DDfortunate  young  woman  into  the  room,  and  who 
itill  supported  her  in  the  chair,  "  Surely,  my 
friends,"  said  he,  "  you  have  somewhat  exceeded  the 
instructions  given  you  concerning  her;  she  seems 
nuch  exhausted,  and  I  heard  her  shrieking  several 
^~*»«.  I  merely  desired  you  to  place  her  on  the 
>ack,  which  I  knew  would  be  sufficient  to  make  her 
confess,  without  actually  applying  the  torture.  You 
lave  treated  her,  I  think,  with  unnecessary  severity, 
—but  it  matters  very  little,  after  all.     Come,  come,*' 
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continued    he^   perceiving  that  the  men  remaine 
silent)   ^*  let  us  see  ber  depositions  at  once; — j€ 
have  doubtless  taken  tbem  down  in  writing,  as 
desired." 

''  My  lord/'  answered  one  of  the  individuals  t 
whom  he  spoke, ''  we  pray  year  forgiveness;  we  hav 
not  been  able  to  extort  any  confession  at  all." 

"  How? — what?"  cried  the  Preefect  in  astonisi 
ment, ''  I  could  not  have  heard  you  right !  Explai 
what  you  meant  to  say." 

"  EheuT  rejoined  the  other,  with  a  terrified  lool 
**  we  cannot  deny  our  words;  —  it  b  true  that  v 
failed  in  the  attempt.  Yet.it  was  from  no  neglect  ( 
your  directions :  we  endeavoured  to  follow  tbei 
by  working  on  her  fears ;  we  showed  her  the  instn 
ments  of  torture,  and  explained  the  purposes  fc 
which  they  were  designed.  She  changed  cottote 
nance,  but  refused  to  speak.  We  stretched  her  o 
the  rack,  and  applied  our  hands  to  the  levers  b 
which  the  engine  is  worked.  We  then  saw  that  she  m 
dreadfully  alarmed.  Availing  ourselves  of  what  w 
thought  a  favourable  opportunity,  we  questioned  he 
again,  and  again,  but  without  effect.  Nothing  cool 
subdue  her  obstinacy  ;  nothing  could  extract  a  singi 
syllable  from  her  lips.  She  silently  set  ns  at  defiaiic< 
Then  being  provoked,  we  put  the  machinery  in  motioi 
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and  commeoced  tbe  process.  She  bore  it  with  ex^ 
traordioarj  patience ;  I  never  recollect  to  have  met 
with  a  more  remarkable  instance  of  passive  endurance 
in  my  life.  After  the  first  part  of  the  ceremony,  we 
paused  for  an  instant,  and  questioned  her  ag^ain.  She 
opened  her  eyes,  for  she  had  involuntarily  closed 
them  on  obtaining  a  respite  from  her  sufferings,  and 
looked  at  us  with  an  expression  of  countenance  which 
I  shall  never  forget,  though  I  should  in  vain  attempt 
to  describe  it.  I  confess  I  was  almost  moved  to  com* 
pas^OB.  Still  she  rejected  the  only  terms  on  which 
she  could  hope  for  pardon  ;  and,  of  course,  we  were 
obliged  to  renew  her  torments.  We  now  went  to 
work  less  tenderly  than  before.  Then  it  was  that 
she  uttered  a  scream,  for  the  first  time  since  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  operation.  Soon  after  she  fainted, 
so  that  we  found  it  necessary  to- loosen  the  cords  with 
which  she  was  bound,  and  made  use  of  restoratives. 
She  came  to  herself;  and  finding  that  she  still  con- 
tinued refractory,  we  tied  her  up  again,  and  treated 
her  with  more  severity  than  ever.  In  short,  my 
lord,''  continued  this  humane  exectltioner,  still  ad- 
dressing his  august  master,  who  regarded  him  with 
an  aspect  equally  perplexed  and  ireful,  ^'  we  did  not 
desut  till  she  was  reduced  to  the  very  point  of  death. 
Then,  indeed,  we  left  off;  for  we  thought  you  would 
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not  approve  of  our  letting  her  die  irith  the  seeret 
locked  in  her  breast*  Bat  the  process  can  be  re- 
peated whenever  yoa  think  fit/' 

''Then  let  it  be  done  immediately/'  exclaimed  the 
Prcefect,  in  a  terrible  voice;  *'  the  miserable  creature 
shall  not  baffle  as  thus.  Death  shall  alone  pat  an  end 
to  her  sufierings.  Let  her  die  on  the  rack  at  once. 
I  will  not  grant  her  a  respite/' 

The  officials  prepared  to  obey  his  orders.  Thej 
lifted  her  up  in  the  chair,  which  they  had  placed  upon 
the  groand  while  the  chief  of  their  fraternity  was 
haranguing,  and  were  just  about  to  convey  her  from 
the  room,  when  she  raised  her  head,  and  evinced  a 
disposition  to  speak.  They  paused  for  a  moment^ 
under  the  idea  that  her  terror  would  at  last  force  hei 
to  confess.  She  opened  her  eyes,  and  glanced  at 
those  who  surrounded  her,  with  a  wandering  and  un- 
settled look.  At  length,  recognising  Piso,  something 
like  a  smile  passed  transiently  across  her  features. 
Then,  in  a  faint  voice,  and  apparently  with  mucli 
pain,  ''Piso,"  she  exclaimed,  "I  have  kept  mj 
promise,"  and  sunk  back  motionless  in  her  chair. 

The  attendants  hastened  to  remove  her  from  the 
apartment;  they  bore  her  towards  the  place  of  tor- 
ture. Notwithstanding  her  apathetic  appearance, 
she  was  far  from  being  insensible  to  her  condition, 
or  indifierent  to  her  fate.     She  knew  what  she  had  to 
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eodure,  aod  doubted  her  own  powers  of  endunmce. 
She  feared  she  might  find  it  impossible  to  bear  with 
coiistancy  a  repetition  of  the  pangs  which  she  had 
lately  undergone.     She  trembled  lest  the  weakness 
of  humanity  should  force  her,  in  a  moment  of  de* 
spair,  to  betray  that  which  she  had  already  suffered 
so  much  to  conceal.     She  dreaded  being  exposed  to 
the  horrid  temptation,  and  was  resolved  to  avoid  it  if 
^e  could.     Her  brain  was  at  work  to  devise  a  re- 
medy, nor  did  she  long  meditate  in  vain.    Though 
many  of  her  joints  were  dislocated,  she  still  had  the 
use  of  her  right  hand.    A  girdle,  as  I  have  observed, 
still  encircled  her  waist ;  this  she  contrived  to  un- 
fasten while  the  attendants  were  carrying  her  across 
the  room,  and  fixing  one  end  of  it  to  the  back  of  her 
chair,  with  the  other  she  formed  a  sliding  noose, 
which  she  passed  over  her  head.    Then,  by  a  sudden 
exertion,  she  threw  herself  from  her  seat,  and  the 
principle  of  life  being  weak  within  her,  she  soon 
ceased  to  breathe. 

The  rage  of  the  Praefect  was  unbounded  when  he 
thus  fonad  himself  baffled,  and  his  power  set  at 
oought  by  a  being  whom  he  had  regarded  with  so 
much  contempt.  Her  death,  however,  having  de* 
prived  him  of  all  hopes  of  making  the  wished»for 
discoveries  in  that  quarter,  he  again  turned  his 
aitentioo  towards  Piso,  and  his  male  confederates, 
k5 
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vbom  he  now  serkmsly  resolved  on  hariDg  put  to  tbe 
qaestion,  in  spite  of  the  privileges  they  enjoyed  as 
persons  of  noble  birth.  The  rack  was»  according);, 
introduced,  and  the  executiotter9  stood  ronnd  it,  with 
arms  bared  to  the  elbow.  Piso  now  fully  expected 
that  his  time  was  come^  and  Scribonius  Mummivs 
stood  trembling  like  an  aspen-leaf,  while  his  visage 
assumed  a  hue  more  than  usually  cadaverous  aod 
ghastly.  But  the  Prsfeet,  to  their  astonishment, 
passed  over  them  both,  and  selected  the  venerable 
Magnus  for  the  first  experiment.  *'  Bring  forward 
the  hoary-headed  ringleader,"  cried  he  to  the  men 
who  guarded  him  in  a  remote  comer  of  the  room, 
'^we  had  best  begin  with  him;  and  should  he  die 
without  confessing,  we  can  try  the  others  after- 
wards." 

Tbe  preliminary  steps  were  soon  taken.  Magnvs 
was  stripped  of  his  upper  garments,  and  extended  on 
the  rack.  The  Prefect  stood  at  his  right  hand,  and 
Vulcatins  Asper  at  his  left.  Both  then  plied  him  with 
questions,  and  repeated  their  menaces,  which,  never- 
theless, the  former  seemed  somewhat  reluctant  to  fulfil ; 
a  feeling  of  respect  for  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Re- 
public, still  lurked  in  his  mind,  and  he  was  secretly 
unwilling  to  degrade  an  order  with  which  he  was 
incorporated  himself.  These  considerations  had  no 
weight  with  Vulcatins  Asper ;  he  was  only  an  eques- 
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trisDy  and  he  regarded  the  degradation  of  the  sena- 
tors with  satisfaotiony  rather  than  with  discontent. 
He  noW|  therefore,  urged  hid  superior  to  have  the 
engine  pat  in  motion,  and  the  tortare  applied  at  once. 
This  conduct  of  bis  irritated  the  captive  to  such  a 
deg^ree,  that  resolved  to  have  his  revenge,  and  avail^ 
ing  himself  of  the  only  means  which  circumstances 
left  in  his  power,  he  addressed  the  recreant  with  a 
sarcastic  sneer,  in  these  words :  *^  Why  are  you  so 
anxious  to  make  me  reveal  that  which  you  already 
know  ? — Your  master  should  compel  you  to  exchange 
places  with  me,  and  he  would  assuredly  extract  the 
desired  information  from  your  lips." 

Yalcatius  Asper  was  caught  in  his  own  trap.  His 
confusion  prevented  him  from  making  a  reply,  and  he 
stood,  all  pale  and  trembling  as  he  was^  the  very 
image  of  detected  guilt.  The  Prsefect  eyed  him 
steadfastly,  and  the  longer  he  gazed,  the  darker  grew 
the  frown  which  settled  on  his  brow,  till  at  last  it 
assumed  sq  diabolical  a  character,  that  the  miserable 
colprit  seemed  quite  paralysed  under  its  influence. 
Then,  beckoning  to  one  of  his  attendants,  he  pointed 
significantly  at  the  criminal,  without  uttering  a  word. 
His  gestures  were  understood,  and  promptly  obeyed: 
Vulcatius  Asper  was  seized,  disarmed,  and  manacled 
in  an  instant.  But  he  was  not  examined  on  the  rack ; 
for  the  Praefect  was  too  much  exasperated  to  follow 
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the  advice  of  Magnus,  although  it  would,  perhipi, 
hfive  beeo  the  host  coursje,  which,  under  exiflthig 
circumstances,  he  could  have  pursued.  Listeniiq^  ts 
nothing  but  the  dictates  of  his  wrath,  and  uaaUe  to 
control  bis  passion  for  an  instant,  he  commanded  the 
offender  to  be  dragged  from  his  presence  and  eie- 
cuted  at  once.  Nevertheless,  it  is  remarkable,  thit 
in  passing  this  arbitrary  sentence^  he  did  not  so  fsr 
forget  himself  as  to  neglect  the  ordinary  forms  of 
law.  **  Go,  lictor,"  he  exclaimed,  with  true  judicial 
energy,  ^*  bind  up  his  hands,  moflle  up  bis  face,  sus- 
pend him  from  the  tree  accurst !"  * 

When  the  criminal  was  removed,  and  the  wrath  of 
the  great  man  had  in  some  measure  subsided,  be 
again  turned  towards  the  prisoner  on  the  rack,  re- 
iterated his  threats,  and  showed,  by  the  diabolical  ex* 
pression  of  his  eyes,  that  he  was  at  length  resolved  to 
make  them  good.  It  may  now  haply  be  expected, 
that  the  venerable  object  of  this  cruel  persecutioa, 
would  have  seized  on  the  occasion  to  prove  his  for- 
titude by  enduring  with  equanimity  the  utmost  psias 
which  his  foe  had  power  to  inflict.  But,  alas,  for  the 
dignity  of  the  Roman  character ! — alas,  for  the  honoor 
of  the  senators ! — ^alas^  for  the  reputation  of  the  msQ 

•  I.  e.  the  gibbet,  —  or  perhaps  the  cross.  The  words  usually 
employed  were,  **  I,  lictor,  colliga  manus,  caput  obnubtto,  aiboh 
infelice  suspeodito.*' 
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faoB^Blf! — ^be  BO  sooner  foand  that  things  were 
comiog  to  a  crisis,  and  that  the  despot  iras  in  earnest, 
than  he  at  once  forgot  his  own  professions,  and  the 
Bobie  example  so  recently  displayed  in  the  person  of 
a  wretched  bondmaid,  from  whom  no  such  exertion  of 
ooarage  could  have  been  expected,  and  pnsillani- 
monsly  betraying  his  associates,  made  a  fall  and  nn- 
reserved  confession  of  every  thing  with  which  he  was 
acquainted  relative  to  the  plot.  Piso  was  disgusted 
at  the  cowardice  and  perfidy  thns  exhibited  by  one 
whom  he  had  been  so  mach  inclined  to  respect ;  yet, 
in  all  probability,  it  saved  his  own  life;  for  had 
Magnus  persisted  in  his  silence,  the  young  patrician 
would  infallibly  have  been  condemned  to  the  torture 
himself,  under  which  he  would  rather  have  died  than 
have  violated *his  faith. 

As  it  was,  feeling  that  interference  would  be  useless, 
he  armed  himself  with  patience,  and  stood  by  in 
siience,  while  the  chosen  Coryphaeus  of  his  party  was 
detailing  the  particulars  of  the  plot,  and  giving  in  the 
names  of  the  various  individuals  who  had  shared  in 
it  already,  or  promised  it  their  support.  And,  ve- 
rily, Piso  was  astonished  at  the  length  of  the  cata- 
logue. Deeply  implicated  as  he  was  himself,  he  had 
not  been  aware  of  the  immense  number  of  persons 
with  whom  he  had  been  acting  in  concert.  He  knew 
that  the  conspirators  were  numerous,  but  he  had  not 
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expected  to  find  them  amountiDg  to  thousands  of 
men,  and  hundreds  of  womea»  either  congregated  in 
the  city,  or  scattered  through  its  environs,  not  to 
mention  those  in  the  distant  provinces  of  the  empire. 
He,  therefore,  almost  sympathised  with  the  Prefect 
in  the  wonder  he  expressed  at  the  curious  revdatkms 
now  made  to  him  for  the  first  time,  and  felt  that  he 
could  scarcely  blame  him  for  the  severity  of  the  mea- 
sures which  he  had  adopted  under  circumstances  so 
alarming  and  perilous. 

This  investigation  over,  Magnus  was  set  at  liberty, 
or  at  least  disengaged  from  his  uncomfortable  position 
on  the  rack  ;  after  which  the  great  man  very  delibe- 
rately addressed  htm  in  these  words : 

**  Perhaps,  O  Magnus,  having  now  made  oonfes- 
sioo,  you  may  expect  forgiveness.  And  truly  hsd 
that  confession  been  voluntary,  it  might  in  some  sort 
have  atoned  for  your  offence.  As  it  is,  being  merely 
extorted  by  the  fear  of  punishment,  it  can  have  no 
such  effect.  On  the  contraryi  it  militates  against 
you,  tending,  as  it  doth,  to  confirm  the  worst  suspicioos 
previously  entertained  respecting  your  most  damnaUe 
cabal.  How,  therefore,  can  you  hope  for  pardon  on 
account  of  the  discoveries  you  have  been  compelled  to 
make  ? — and  why  should  I  mitigate  the  rigour  of  the 
sentence  which  your  crimes  deserve?  Too  must 
die,  miserable  wretch! — and  that,  too,  by  the  hand  of 
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the  common  executioner.  SeusT  added  he,  in  a 
Jond  Toice,  *'  away  with  him,  lictors,  and  off  with  his 
head!" 

The  luckless  Magnos  was  hurried  out  of  the  apart- 
ment. He  did  not  venture  to  remonstrate,  far  less 
to  resist.  He  quietly,  and  calmly  submitted  to  his 
fate ;  and  notwithstanding  the  unmanly  act  which 
the  weakness  of  his  nerves,  or  the  instability  of  his 
principles  had  prompted  him  to  commit,  he  died  like 
a  stoic  and  a  Roman. 

The  tyrant  watched  bim  narrowly  till  the  lictors 
had  removed  him  from  the  room.  Then,  with  a  look 
of  infinite  satisfaction,  which  evinced  the  delight  he 
derived  from  deeds  of  cruelty  and  blood,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  pass  sentence  upon  Scribonius  Mummius, 
who  stood  motionless  before  him  all  the  while,  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  speech,  and  paralyzed,  as  it 
were,  by  the  circumstances  of  horror  under  which  it 
was  his  misfortune  to  be  placed. 

*'  Thy  turn  comes  next,  O  Mummius,"  he  began, 
"  prepare  to  hear  thy  doom.  Thy  conduct  hath  been 
flagitious  in  the  ejctreme,  and  thou  canst  not  expect 
to  escape  the  heaviest  punishment  which  the  law 
suffers  me  to  inflict.  Would  that  I  could  have  thee 
thrown  headlong  into  a  fiery  furnace,  or  torn  to 
pieces  by  wild  beasts  !  But,  alas,  I  am  not  autho* 
rised  so  to  do, — my  royal  master  alone  enjoys  the 
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privilege  of  inflicting  these  penalties  at  his  will.  I 
can,  howeyer,  have  thee  strangled  or  beheaded/--, 
whichever  it  likes  me  best, — and  withal  I  am  entitled 
by  my  office  to  name  the  place  of  executioD.  Where- 
fore will  I  have  thee  decapitated  in  front  of  thine  own 
mansion  on  the  Palatine,  which  thou  hast  wickedly 
snSered  to  be  polluted  by  the  presence  of  thy  villa- 
nous  allies.  There  I  say  shalt  thou  lose  thine  kefui 
as  a  terror  to  all  future  offenders, — and  now,  licton, 
let  the  culprit  be  manacled,  and  carried  from  my 
,  sight" 

''As  for  thee,  Piso,"  continued  the  Preefect^  still 
speakiog  in  his  judicial  capacity,  "  thy  chief  offence 
consists  in  an  attempt  upon  my  own  life.  Being, 
therefore,  a  party  concerned^  it  would  not  become  ne 
to  pronounce  thy  doom  myself.  The  world  might 
suspect  me  of  acting  from  personal  motives,  and  a 
spirit  of  revenge;  an  imputation  which  I  would 
willingly  avoid.  For  this  reason  I  shall  merely  order 
thee  to  be  incarcerated  in  the  Mamertine  prison, 
until  such  time  as  thou  canst  be  conveyed  to  the  em- 
peror's camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  where  thou 
wilt  doubtless  pay  the  penalty  of  thy  crimes.  But 
with  that  I  have  nothing  to  do, —  I  wash  my  hands 
of  the  whole  business.  Go,  lictors,  immediately,  and 
see  that  you  lodge  him  in  the  jail." 

Surrounded  by  guards  and  executioners,  Piso  and 
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his  uncle  were  now  conducted  from  the  palace.  As 
their  route  lay  in  the  same  direction/  they  were  per- 
mitted to  remain' together.  They  found  the  chariot 
in  which  they  had  heen  brought  from  home,  still  wait^ 
ing  for  them  at  the  gates.  They  both  got  into  it,  the 
guards  mounted  their  horses,  and  the  journey  was 
commenced  forthwith. 

Piso  was  astonished  to  observe  the  fortitude  with 
which  Scribonias  Mummins  bore  his  lot.  While  in 
doubt  and  suspense;  he  had  often  seemed  on  the  point 
of  sinking  under  his  calamities;  but  now  that  the  die 
was  cast,  his  courage  rose  in  a  manner  almost  mira- 
culous, and  he  consoled  himself  by  repeating  the 
apophthegms  of  the  ancients,  which  generally  went 
to  prove  the  unhappiness  of  life,  and  the  advantages 
of  a  speedy  dissolution.  Piso  paid  little  attention  to 
what  he  said,  being  fully  occupied  with  his  own 
thoughts,  which  were  dismal  enoogh  already,  and 
would  scarcely  have  been  rendered  more  cheerful  by 
the  dolesome  dogmas  of  the  Greeks.  His  sorrow 
was,  however,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  worthy 
humorist  himself.  He  trembled  to  think  of  his  im- 
pending fate,  and  pondered  with  extreme  solicitude 
on  the  means  of  saving  him.  But  how  was  this  de- 
sirable object  to  be  achieved?  The  guards  were 
numerous,  and  watchful.  Escape  without  their  con- 
nivance was  impossible^  and  they  were  well  known  to 
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stand  in  so  much  awe  of  their  imperious  master,  as 
even  to  be  proof  against  gold  itself.  Besides,  Piso 
remarked,  as  the  carriage  drove  along,  that  the 
public  ways  were  still  filled  with  the  soldiery  under 
arms,  some  of  whom  could  not  have  failed  to  detect, 
and  frustrate,  any  attempt  at  an  escape.  In  short,  he 
saw  no  chance  of  evading  the  cruel  and  viodictive 
sentence  of  the  tyrant.  He  was  greatly  troubled  in 
spirit.  He  attributed  the  ruin  of  his  kinsman  to  hii 
own  headstrong  conduct,  and  he  secretly  cursed  the 
readiness  with  which  he  had  embraced  the  views,  and 
joined  the  party,  of  the  conspirators. 

His  uneasiness  increased  as  they  drew  towards  the 
end  of  their  journey.  They  had  now  crossed  the 
Palatine  Bridge,  passed  the  theatre  of  Marcellus, 
and  arrived  within  sight  of  the  Forum,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  which  was  situated  the  jail  appointed  for  the 
young  man's  temporary  abode,  where  he  knew  thai 
he  should  be  obliged  to  take  leave  of  his  uncle,- 
probably  for  the  last  time.  The  Temple  of  Vesta  lay  i 
little  to  the  left,  near  the  base  of  the  Capitoline,  and  ai 
the  carriage  drove  along,  an  abrupt  turn  in  the  roac 
suddenly  presented  that  small,  but  venerable  edifice  t( 
view,  placed  as  it  were  at  the  end  of  an  avenue  o 
trees;  a  few  planes  and  cypresses  were  al» 
scattered  round   the  fane  itself,  being  probably  i 
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renmant  of  the  sacred  grove  bj  which  it  had  been 
formerly  embowered. 

The  carriage  made  a  sodden  stop  in  front  of  this 
arenne;  and  Fiso,  looking  ont^  discovered  that  a  pre- 
cision of  the  Vestal  Vii^tns  blocked  ap  the  way.  A 
ray  of  hope  darted  through,  his  mind.  He  remem* 
bered  a  privilege  appertaining  to  these  holy  maids^ 
which,  though  almost  obsolete,  yet  continued  to 
exist.  He  whispered  a  few  words  in  his  kinsman's 
ear,  to  prepare  him  for  the  step  which  he  desigpaed  to 
take,  and  then  accosting  one  of  the  troopers  who  ac* 
companied  the  vehicle,  demanded  that  his  fellow 
prisoner  should  be  permitted  to  alight,  and  claim  the 
protection  of  the  Vestals.  The  man  seemed  startled, 
and  gruffly  replied,  that  he  did  not  know  what  right 
a  malefactor  under  sentence  of  death  had  to  make 
such  a  request.  On  a  reference,  however,  to  the 
centurion  iu  command,  who  being  an  educated  man, 
was  better  acquainted  with  the  old  laws  of  the  em- 
pire, he  foond  that  the  captive  had  asked  nothing 
but  what  was  reasonable,  and  strictly  in  accordance 
with  established  rules.  To  refuse,  therefore,  was 
impossible.  Scribontus  Mummius  was  told  he  might 
get  out  of  the  chariot ;  and  the  Virgins,  who  by  this 
time  were  passing  on  towards  the  temple,  were  in- 
formed .that  a  senator  of  high  rank,  condemned  to 
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die  for  certain  oflTences  against  the  state,  besoug^l 
them  to  grant  him  an  immediate  audience.  The 
stopped  accordingly,  and  perhaps,  not  unwilling  t 
exercise  their  prerogative,  which  had  long  lain  doi 
mant,  prepared  for  the  reception  of  their  distinguisl 
ed  supplicant  in  a  manner  no  less  solemn  than  d( 
corons. 

The  eldest  of  the  three,  (for  such  was  their  nun 

her)  stood  proudly  erect  between   her  two  youngc 

colleagues,  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  a  small  image  ( 

her  patron-goddess,  which  she  held  upraised  in  he 

right    hand.      She    seemed   to    be  a   female   aboo 

thirty  years  of  age;  tall,  slender,  and  of  a  symme 

trical   make;    with    straight  regular  features,  darl 

eyes,  and  raven  locks,  which  her  pale  forehead,  am 

almost  colourless  cheeks,  rendered  the  more  strikin; 

and  remarkable.     She  was  wholly  dressed  in  white 

and    the   garments  of  her  companions  were  of  th 

same  spotless  hue. 

These  immaculate  nymphs,  who  formed  the  chie 
object  iQ  the  group,  were  surrounded  by  attend 
ants,  amongst  whom  were  seen  boys  swinging 
censers,  filled  with  a  portion  of  the  sacred  fireculti 
vated  with  so  much  care  by  all  the  votaries  of  Vesta 
together  with  musicians,  playing  upon  various  in 
struments,  but  principally  horns,  both  straight  m 
crooked,  which  sent  forth  a  loud  and  awful  sound 
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There  were  also  two  or  three  lictors,  bearing  their 
^asces  as  in  the  presence  of  the  consuls ;  a  mark  of 
Jistinction  which^  of  all  the  sacerdotal  personages  in 
Rome,  none  but  the  Vestal  Virgins  were  permitted 
0  enjoy. 

When  Scribonius  Mummius  found  that  he  had  yet 
\  chance  of  being  saved,  he  soon  showed  that  he  did 
lot  intend  to  neglect  it.  "  Know  your  opportunity ^ 
i^as  the  adage  of  Pittacus,"  cried  he«  in  a  hilarious 
roice ;  and  leaping  from  the  carriage  with  extraor- 
linary  agility,  he  hastened  towards  the  Vestals  and 
i^Delt  down  at  their  feet.  Then  stretching  forth  his 
lands,  he  addressed  them  in  a  strain  of  the  liveliest 
entreaty,  explaining  his  wrongs  and  grievances,  as- 
serting his  innocence  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge, 
excusing  the  errors  which  he  might  have  involunta- 
rily committed,  and  finally  making  strong  appeals  to 
their  mercy,  which  he  hoped  they  would  extend  to  an 
onfortunate  old  man,  who  had  the  most  profound 
respect  for  their  sanctity,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  their  power. 

This  pathetic  speech  was  not  made  in  vain.  The 
consecrated  maids  were  much  affected  ;  the  youngest 
of  the  trio,  was  even  observed  to  weep,  and  the  eld- 
est, though  less  disordered,  could  not  repress  a  sigh. 
She,  however,  replied  with  the  stately  calmness  which 
became  her  character  and  calling.     She  began  by  de- 
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daring  her  readiness  to  afford  him  the 

required,  providing  she  could  do  so  witl 

any  existing  law  or  established  usage. 

tinued  she,  ^^  I  am  almost  doubtful  of  n 

It  is  true  that  when  Numa  first  institu 

he  granted  us  the  privilege  of  pardoninj 

we  might  chance  to  meet,  in  the  course 

through  the  streets.     But  much  time  fa 

since  this  privilege  was  exerted,  I  shoui 

blamed  for  now  putting  it  in  force,  and 

grave  a  case  as  yours.      Besides,  I  fea 

would  avail  jou   nothing  after  all.     !K 

would  be   set  at  nought,  and  my   pov 

might  gain  you  a  respite,  but  I  should  i 

save  you   from   punishment.     Neverth 

she,  perceiving  that  her  suitor  was  mon 

appointed  by  the  view  she  took  of  the  c 

guards  will  permit  it,  I  can  at  least  afl 

treat  in  the  sanctuary  for  the  present,  ; 

may  remain  till   the  hand  of  authority 

me  to  yield  you  up." 

This  offer  was  gladly  accepted  by  Scri 
mius,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  bis  m 
diately  opened  a  negociation  with  the  c 
that  officer,  either  from  a  secret  bias  in  f 
cause,  or  out  of  respect  and  veneration 
tals,  proving  more  propitious  than  coid 
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expected,  they  soon  conclnded  a  treaty  which  gave  equal 
satisfaction  to  all  parties  concerned.  The  centurion  sti- 
pnlated  in  the  first  place^  that  the  Virgins,  in  compli* 
ance  with  the  custom  anciently  obsenred  on  occasions  of 
the  sort,  should  make  oath  to  their  having  met  with  the 
prisoner'  by  accident, — not  by  previous  agreement  or 
design ;  and  this  being  assented  to  on  the  part  of  the 
nymphs,  he  furthermore  required  that  a  small  dona- 
tive in  money  should  be  distributed  amongst  his  fol- 
lowersi  in  order  to  insure  their  approbation  of  the 
proposed  plan.  As  for  himself,  he  disclaimed  being 
actuated  by  mercenary  motives  at  all ;  nevertheless, 
be  did  not  reject  a  purse  full  of  sesterces,  which  Piso 
very  courteously  embraced  an  opportunity  of  entreat* 
ing  him  to  accept*  The  troopers  being  then  gratified 
according  to  their  deserts,  or  rather,  to  speak  more 
correctly,  according  to  the  wealth  and  liberality  of 
the  donors,  they  professed  themselves  very  well 
pleased  with  the  job,  and  concurred  with  their  leader 
in  setting  the  captive  at  liberty,  or  at  least  in  making 
him  over  to  the  three  spotless  priestesses;  —  thus 
endeavouring  to  excuse  a  somewhat  questionable  act 
under  the  plea  of  "  necessity,''  and  a  "  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  tte  ministers  of  their  holy  religion/' 

Scribonios  Mummius  was  then  conducted  into  the 
sanctuary,  where  we  shall  leave  him  for  the  present, 
under  the  protection  of  his  newly  acquired  friends, 
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the  chaste  and  beneficent  guardians  of  the 
less  fortunate  kinsman  was  obliged  to  resu 
in  the  vehicle,  which  proceeded  at  a  rap 
wards  the  place  of  its  destination.  Am 
having  crossed  the  Forum^  the  grey  mass 
the  Mamertine  appeared  in  sight.  Tl 
stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase  whici 
the  entrance  of  the  building,  situated  in 
story;  and  the  Custos  Carceris  coming  do' 
keys,  the  prisoner  was  formally  delivered 
by  the  centurion,  who  having  thus  per 
part,  withdrew  at  the  head  of  his  military 
With  a  heavy  heart  Piso  ascended 
which  he  well  recollected  had  been  know 
turies  as  the  *'  Stair  of  Groans  ;"*  a  suital 
tion,  and  not  bestowed  without  snffic: 
Having  reached  the  top,  he  next  crossed 
thrown  from  thence  to  the  door  of  the  pi 
door  was  unlocked  by  the  Custos,  and 
passed  in.  Piso  now  found  himself  in  a  1 
passage,  lighted  by  a  single  lamp,  whicI 
pended  from  the  roof.  The  walls  looke 
dripping;  the  air  felt  cold,  and  the  lij 
was  almost  totally  shut  out.  The  jai 
refastened  the  door,  ignited  a  small  tape 

♦  Scalae  Gemoniae. 
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took  from  a  recess  in  the  wall,  and  desiriog  Piso  to 
keep  close  to  him,  advanced  along  the  passage,  which 
was  terminated  at  the  distance  of  .two  or  three  yards 
by  another  door.    Throngh  this  they  entered  a  dark 
apartment,  niearly  twice  as  long  as  it  was  broad ;  the 
walls,  the  roof,  and  floor  of  which  were  entirely  com- 
posed of  oak.  The  Castos  deposited  his  taper  on  the 
gjoand  to  have  his  hands  at  liberty,  and  then  stoop- 
ing down  in  the  middle  of  the   room,  laboriously 
raiaed  a  small  trap-door,  under  which  appeared  a 
csiieidar  aperture  little  more  than  large  enough  to 
admit  the  body  of  a  man.    Into  this  gloomy  abyss, 
piso  was  told  he  must  descend.    The  upper  spars  of 
a  ladder  were  yisible  near  its  mouth,  but  all  below 
was  involved  in  impenetrable  darkness.     He  was 
shocked  and  disgusted  at  the  appearance  of  the  place; 
and  the  turnkey  seeing  him  hesitate,  olfFered  to  go 
down  first  with  the  light.     Piso  thanked  him  for  his 
civility,  and  promised  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  he 
should  reach  the  bottom.    The  man  then  grasped  the 
taper  in  one  hand,  and  without  more  ado  beg^  his 
descent,  which,  however,  was  soon  interrupted  by  the 
crash  of  one  of  the  steps,  which  was  unable  to  sustain 
his  weight.    Luckily  for  him,  he  saved  himself  from 
faltittg  by  clinging  with  his  arms  round  the  sides  of 
the  ladder;  and  proceeding  afterwards  with  more 
caution,  he  escaped  a  repetition  of  the  accident.    At 
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leagth  his  fiset  rested  on  Cbe  earth.    Then  ranng  tbe 
light  abiyve  his  head,  aud  kx>king  upwards,  he  i 
meoed  Piso  to  oome  dewn,  telliiig  him  at  the 
tine  to  take  oare  how  he  descended,  the  stops  beisg 
weak  and  rotten.   The  jroang  man  folbwed  hbdiree- 
tiOB8»  and  went  down  as  caiefollj  as  he  eoaU.   Yet 
he  did   not   come   off  witfaoat  a  trifliiig  midMp. 
Another  of  the  spars  gave  way,  and  as  it  danced 
to  be  the  next  to  that  which  broke  before,  he  expe- 
rieaced  some  dtfionlty  in  pasng  over  tfe  gap  oces- 
stoaed  bj  the  fracture  of  the  two.    Neverthekss  he 
reached  tbe  bottom  in  safety,  and  gfaaced  rovndi  hm 
fearfully  at  the  nuserable  dungeon  in  which  he  was 
destined  to  be  oonfined.    It  was  aearly  of  tbe  same 
siae  and  shape  as  the  upper  chamber,  but  te  more 
disBial,  darky  and  uncomfortable,  being  paved  vitk 
stone,  and  having  no  entrance  except  tfaroagiitk 
aperture  above,  which  also  served  to  admit  tbe  Kgkt, 
while  the  trap-door  was  open.    That  closed,  tbeob* 
scnrity  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  osmpleCe, 
the  place  being  destitute  of  windows;  aiidowiq^i|Mr 
haps,  to  the  same  circumstanoe,  the  air  felt  m  sitg* 
nant  and  oppressive  that  Piso  oould  with  diiBealt? 
draw  his  baeath.     He  observed,  too,  wMh  honw, 
that  seveml  «aeleaa  things  were  crawling  abootss 
the  floor,  as  if  generated  by  the  fenlaess  of  dwatsM>- 
sphere,  whidi  also  ^^ipeared  to  have  oversppsad  the 
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walls  with  spots  of  aiildew,  and  even  with  faDgases 
of  coDsidorable  size.  This  dismal  vaalt  was  quitt 
anfnixiisfaed ;  and  the  presence  of  innamerabie  cob- 
webs, teoanted  bj  spiders  of  enonnoas  bulk,  seemed 
to  pro¥e  that  jfears  had  elapsed  since  man  had  made 
it  bis  abode. 

Piflo  nemonsfarated  with  the  jailer  against  beii^  ia- 
cametated  in  a  place  so  loathsome,  where  he  said  it 
wDnld  be  impossible  to  exist  for  any  length  of  time. 
Death  be  declared  would  be  almost  preferable  to  snch 
a  pmiskneot ;  and  as  he  Aid  not  suppose  the  Prtefect 
washed  to  kill  him  by  inches,  why  shoold  he  haTe 
eoBiiemned  him  to  be  thns  bariod  aHve  ? 

The  nnm  replied  in  the  nsnal  stoun  of  official 
ehaxBcters,  that  '*  his  daty  was  extremely  simple, — 
that  lie  was  boand  to  obey  the  instructions  Jie  had  re- 
eeired, «—  that  bis  orders  were  poaiti?e  to  confine  the 
piiaoner  in  the  same  dungeon  formerly  occupied  by 
Feiaeos,  Catiline,  and  Jngnrtha, — ^that  lie  was  not  at 
liberty  to  swenre  from  these  wdecs;" — and  he  added, 
that  although  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  bigh  pre- 
tensions of  Calpumius  Piso,  and  could  easily  con- 
ceive tbe  disgust  be  most  feel  at  being  deprived  of 
the  comforts  and  Inxuries  be  bad  hith^o  enjoyed, 
yet  it  ought  to  be  considered  that  his  sufferings  were 
not  likely  to  be  worse  than  those  which  had  been 
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eudared  of  old,  by  persoos  his  snperiors  in  rai 
his  eqaals  in  habits  of  refinement. 

This  reasoning  of  the  turnkey,  being  foou 
troth,  served  in  some  sort  to  reconcile  him 
lot,  —  or  at  least  by  convincing  him  that  con 
were  aseless,  it  efiectualiy  stopped  bis  mouth, 
ing  him,  therefore,  far  quieter  than  before,  the 
reascended  the  ladder^  which  he  drew  up  aft 
and  in  so  doing  nearly  completed  its  demolii 
He  then  tossed  down  a  considerable  heap  of 
neither  the  cleanest  nor  the  driest  in  the 
which  he  intended  as  a  bed  for  the  prisoner, 
he  also  provided  with  a  small  pitcher  of  water 
diminutive  loaf  of  bread.  That  done,  he  was 
to  close  down  the  trap,  when  Piso,  who  had  i 
cnlated  upon  being  left  in  total  darkness,  rail 
voice,  and  earnestly  petitioned  for  a  lamp, 
man  refused  to  grant  his  request.  It  was  o 
t*  rule,  he  said,  for  prisoners  in  the  Tullianun 
allowed  a  light.  So  saying,  he  completed  tfa 
he  had  begun,  and  the  aperture  was  covered  ii 
ment. 

Thus  entombed,  as  it  were,  in  the  black  abya 
was  abandoned  to  the  subtle  inroads  of  a  noxi 
mosphere,  and  the  fool  attacks  of  subterranean  \ 
His  reflections,  it  may  be  conceived,  were  fa 
being  agreeable  or  satisfactory.  Yet  hecomforte 
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self  with  the  idea  that  princes  and  potentates  bad  often 
been  confined  in  the  same  place,  and  exposed  to  the 
same  inconveniences  as  those  which  he  endured  him- 
self; nay,  recurring  to  the  words  of  his  late  comrade, 
he  could  not  help  acknowledging  that  his  situation 
was  bliss  in  comparison  with  that  of  at  least  one  of 
his  predecessors ;  for  when  Perseus  was  incarcerated 
ID  the  Mamertine,  he  had  (over  and  above  his  inevit- 
able miseries)  been  sedulously  deprived  of  rest  by 
persons  stationed  in  his  vicinity  for  the  purpose, 
who  made  such  an  uproar  by  clashing  their  arms,  and 
playing  upon  warlike  instruments,  that  weariness  and 
exhaustion  at  length  put  a  period  to  his  days.* 

These  miseries  and  misfortunes  of  the  Macedonian 
Monarch,  were  as  balm,  I  repeat,  to  the  wounded 
mind  of  Piso.  The  feeling  was  unquestionably  found- 
ed on  selfishness,  and  as  such,  the  author  may  be 
blamed  for  imputing  it  to  the  hero  of  his  tale.  Ere, 
however,  the  reader  condemn  the  work,  or  impugn 
its  moral  tendency,  let  him  turn  "  his  eyes  inwardly 
on  his  mind,"  and  after  carefully  scanning  what  he 
sees  there,  let  him  reflect  whether  he  has  not,  in  the 
hour  of  misfortune,   derived    consolation  from   the 

*  Such  at  least  is  the  popular  version  of  the  story.  Perhaps  it 
is  not  ^e  true  one.  Some  accounts  say  that  after  a  short  con- 
finement m  the  Mamertine,  Perseus  was  remoTed  to  Alba,  where 
he  died  a  natural  death. 
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knowledge  that  others  have  been  no  less  anfortitnate 
than  himself.  It  is  pleasant,  in  short*  lo  have  oomt^ 
panions  in  distress;  —  and  if  snch  is  the  general  opi* 
nion  of  mankind,  individnals  should  not  be  censnnd 
with  severity  for  that  which  is  the  fault  of  hamaD 
nature. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

ABSURDITIBS    AND    HORRORS. 

Iaving  deposited  "  our  hero"  in  the  terrible  "  Bas- 
He"  of  ancient  Romoi  and  feeling  that  the  records 
f  a  dungeon  would  be  of  little  interest  to  the  reader, 
re  shall  now  return  to  the  Gardens  of  Geta  on  the 
aniculum,  and  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Free- 
st and  his  spouse,  after  the  arrest  of  the  conspira- 
ors,  and  the  frustration  of  their  pjot. 

On  the  morning  subsequent  to  the  transactions  re- 
orded  in  the  last  chapter,  this  well-matched  pair 
^ere  sitting  at  their  breakfast  table,  apparently  the 
«st  of  friends,  discoursing  together  with  all  the  com- 
placency in  the  world.  This  conversation  of  theirs 
^as  ere  long  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  several 
irmed  men,  each  of  whom  carried  under  his  arm  a 
brazen  charger,  containing  as  it  seemed,  something 
miky  and  globulous,  covered  with  a  napkin. 

"  Ehodum!  —  come  hither,"  cried  the  Prsefect  in 
in  encouraging  tone,  to  the  n^w-comers ;  "  advance. 
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mine  honest  frieods,  and  let  us  see  what  yon  have 
brought." 

The  men  respectfully  obeyed  his  orders.  Ap- 
proaching him  one  by  one,  they  knelt  successiTely  at 
his  feet»  and  presented  their  mysterious  offerings. 

**  Uncover  the  vessel/'  he  exclaimed,  to  the  first 
of  them  who  approached. 

The  napkin  being  thereupon  removed,  a  humaD 
head,  to  all  appearance  lately  severed  from  the  body, 
was  exposed  to  view.  The  Prasfect  twined  his  fin- 
gers in  its  locks,  pulled  the  bleeding  member  from 
its  repository,  and  bringing  it  to  a  level  with  his 
own  face,  deliberately  contemplated  its  livid  aod 
distorted  features. 

**  Die  mihiy — tell  me, — whose  head  is  this?"  asked 
he,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  recognise  the  linea- 
ments of  one  with  whom  he  had  been  acquainted 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

"  Pace  tua  -^  by  your  leave,  Asper's,"  replied  the 
man  in  a  calm  voice,  "  we  suffered  him  to  hang  for  a 
while,  according  to  your  orders,  and  have  since  de- 
capitated his  corpse." 

**  Fir  honus  e»,  —  you  are  a  g^ood  man, — you  have 
done  right,^  said  the  Pra^fect,  "and  I  thank  the 
gods  for  having  given  me  power  to  disgrace  the 
traitor  after  death,  as  well  as  to  detect, bis  iDfamoiis 
intrigues  while  living," 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80    AHD   THE    PRiBFEGT.  225 

So  saying,  he  deposited  the  hideous  object  in  an 
empty  platter,  which  he  placed  upon  the  table^  just 
opposite  his  wife ; — anxious  to  afford  her  a  prospect 
ofa  thing  from  the  sight  of  which  he  derived  so  much 
gratification  himself.  Then,  calling  for  another  of  the 
brazen  vessels,  he  took  off  the  covering  with  his  own 
hand,  and  speedily  extracted  a  large  ponderous 
head,  with  a  bald  pate,  a  few  scattered  grey  hairs  on 
each  side,  somewhat  stained  with  blood;  a  long, 
heavy  looking  bottle-^nose,  richly  embossed  with  pim- 
ples, which,  though  once  red,  had  now  assumed  a 
porple  hue ;  great  bloated  cheeks,  which  still  retained 
a  little  of  their  pristine  rosiness,  and  a  mouth,  which, 
by  its  extraordinary  capacity,  seemed  designed  by 
nature  for  the  entrance  into  a  stomach  of  corres- 
ponding magnitude. 

No  sooner  did  the  Praefect  set  eyes  on  this  goodly 
sconce,  than  a  smile  passed  over  his  features,  and  he 
exclaimed,  *'  Surely  that  face  is  not  unfamiliar  to  me ; 
it  once  adorned  the  shoulders  of  Suillius  Crassus, — 
or  I  am  under  a  mistake ;"  and  looking  towards  the 
person  from  whom  he  had  received  it,  with  an  in- 
quiring eye,  the  man  told  him  he  was  right.  Then 
holding  it  at  arm's  length,  and  regarding  it  with  a 
look  of  the  tenderest  interest,  he  gave  vent  to  his 
feelings  in  a  moralising  strain,  as  follows : 

**  Alas  !  alas !  what  sad  reflections  does  this  woful 
l5 
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spectacle  excite !     When  last,  O  Crassus,  I  enter- 
taiaed  yon  at  my  table,  how  litde  did  I  expect  you 
would  have  come  to  so  deplorable  an  end  !  and  how 
bitterly  do  I  regret    that  political    considerations 
should  have  thus  forced  me  to  cut  off  your  bead ! 
What  demon  could  have  tempted  a  man  of  your 
peaceful  habits  to  engage  in  a  conspiracy  against  the 
state?    Surely,  oh,  surely,  all  the  powers  of  dail* 
ness  must  have  combined  to  lead  yon  fVom  the  right 
path, — yon  best,  yon  quietest,  you  most  indolent  of 
mankind  1    For  well  am  I  persuaded  you  would  never 
have  perpetrated  an  act  so  foolish    of   your  own 
accord.     Long  have  I  known  yon,  oh  nnfortunate 
victim !  and  never  did  I  observe  you  to  take  the 
smallest  interest  in  political  affairs  before.     Happy  in 
the  possession  of  a  vast  stomach,  and  a  monstrous 
appetite,  you  lived,  it  may  be  said,  to  eat,  and  to 
gratify  your  friends  by  a  frequent  exhibition  of  your 
marvellous  exploits    in    eating.      Why,    therefore, 
should  you  have  sacrificed  your  inestimable  life  in  the 
cause  of  men  so  unlike,  and  so  greatly  inferior  to 
yourself?    But  the  infernal  gods  must  have  been 
envious  of  your  happiness,   and  prompted   you  to 
throw  it  away." 

Having  thus  apostrophised  the  sconce,  he  wiped 
his  eyes,  and  smiled  placidly,  as  if  seiased  with  a 
sudden  thought,  which,  though  merry  in  itself^ 
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prevented  firom.  eaosing  au  eballition  of  hilarity  by 
the  melauebolj  wetgbioji^  on  his  mind.  Then*  calling 
for  another  dish*  like  that  which  he  had  used  before 
for  a  similar  purpose,  he  contrived  to  make  the  head 
of  the  gonrmand  stand  upright  in  it,  forcing  the  javs 
asunder,  and  filling  the  month  with  a  variety  of 
meats,  the  richest  and  rarest  he  conld  cull  from  the 
breakfast  table ;  saying,  with  a  chuckle,  as  he  cram- 
med them  in»  ''  Thou  didst  always  in  Ufe  love  good 
things ; — surely  it  is  impossible  they  should  be  wholly 
unacceptable  to  thee  now." 

The  next  vessel  which  he  examined,  proved  to 
contain  the  head  of  a  map  some  thirty  years  of  age, 
with  large  coarse  features,  strong  wiry  hair,  and  a 
brown  complexion.  No  sooner  did  he  observe  these 
characteristics  than  he  exclaimed,  '*  'tis  just  as  I  ex- 
pected ! — aye,  bore  we  have  the  reliques  of  J^'ovellius 
Bibulus,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  wine-bibbers 
Rpme  ever  produced;"  and  after  a  brief  pause, 
during  which  he  was,  perhaps,  meditating  on  the 
transitory  nature  of  all  sublunary  things,  he  went  on 
to  pronounce  a  speech  in  praise  of  the  departed,  like 
that  which  be  had  just  finished,  expept  that  his  en- 
thusiasm now  took  a  loftier  flight,  99  became  the 
dignity  of  bis  theme ;  the  merits  of  an  illustrious 
drinker  being 'infinitely  higher,  in  his  estimation,  than 
those  of  a  voracious  eater,,  however  remarkable  in 
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Us  way.  Having  finished  his  eulogy,  and  shed  a  few 
tears  as  before,  he  set  the  head  upright  in  a  dish,  over 
against  the  other,  and  inserting  a  funnel  in  the 
mouth,  through  which  he  poured  a  quantity  of  the 
best  Falemiaoy  declared  he  ''would  intoxkale  him 
now,  if  he  never  was  drunk  in  his  life.'*  But  the 
liquor  ran  down  the  throat,  and  flowed  into  the  dish* 
No  signs  of  inebriation  took  place ;  and  after  aeveril 
repetitions  of  the  attempt,  he  at  length  abandoned  it 
as  hopeless. 

The  fourth  vessel  was  now  produced,  with  a  good 
deal  of  ceremony ;  and  the  lictor  who  bore  it  seemed 
quite  proud  of  the  trust.  The  napkin  being  re* 
moved,  a  human  head,  as  in  all  the  former  cases,  was 
exposed  to  view.  The  hair  was  reverendly  grey,  and 
the  features,  though  fixed  in  death,  were  mild,  giave, 
and  dignified.  The  Prsefect  took  it  in  his  hands,  and 
while  he  turned  it  round  and  round,  carefully  ex- 
amined every  trait  and  lineament.  A  grim  smile 
lighted  up  his  countenance,  and  his  heart  dilated  with 
a  feeling  of  gratified  revenge,  for  he  recognised  the 
visage  of  his  arch-enemy  Magnus.  His  amiaUe  lady 
in  the  mean  time,  observing  what  he  was  about,  rose 
from  her  seat,  and  slyly  crept  behind  his  chair. 
Looking  over  his  shoulder,  she  peeped  at  the  object 
in  which  he  seemed  to  take  so  much  interest,  bat  no 
sooner  did  she  discover  the  nature  of  it,  than,  as  if 
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seked  with  a  phreiiay,  she  gave  uttoraaoe  to  a  wild 
Amkp  and  making  a  ntsh  at  iiiiii,  rayished  it  oat  of 
iii§  hands. 

Possessed  of  the  treasure,  she  plaeed  it  ia  a  dish 
like  the  rest,  spat  repeatedly  in  its  faoe,  and  smote  it 
on  the  cheek  with  her  clenched  fist.    Then,  wrench« 
ingasander  the  jaws,  and  squeezing  ont  the  tongue, 
ske  pricked  and  lacerated  it  with  the  point  of  a 
bodkin,  which  she  took  from  her  hair  for  the  express 
purpose;  saying  as  she  did  so,  in  a  voice  of  glee, 
'<  Thus  do  I  revenge  myself  on  the  nasty  little  thing 
by  which  I  was  of  old  so  croelly  persecuted  and 
perplexed!"    For  Magnus,  like  many  others  of  his 
rank,  had  set  ont  in  life  by  practising  as  an  advocate 
at  the  bar,  and  chancing  in  the  course  of  some  legal 
proeeedings  to  be  placed  in  opposition  to  Lanrentia 
Ogukua,  who  at  that  time  had  recently  eloped  from 
her  third  husband,  and  was  about  to  be  united  to  her 
fourth,  he  had  censured  her  conduct  in  no  measured 
terms,  and  reproached  her  for  showing  her  face  in 
court  under  circumstances  so  peculiarly  disgraceful. 
From  that  moment,  had  she  vowed  revenge;  and 
albeit  she  had  never  till  now  had  an  opportunity  ,of 
executing  her  purpose,  neither  time  not  disappoint- 
ments had  been  able  to  subdue  the  malice  rankling  at 
her  heart 
Several  more  heads  were  afterwards  produced  ;  but 
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as  these  bdonged  to  individnals  with  whom  this  iiar« 
rative  has  nothing  to  do,  and  as  the  reader  is,  in  all 
likelihood,  sufficiently  disgusted  with  what  has  al* 
ready  been  detailed,  we  shall  not  interfere  with  them 
farther  than  to  say,  that  by  the  Prefect's  order,  and 
partly  with  his  assistance,  the  whole  set  were  sooo 
arranged  upon  the  breakfast  table,  each  ocoapying  a 
distinct  dish,  and  every  dish  being  garnished  with 
flowers  and  fruit.  The  great  man  and  his  lady  then 
resumed  their  seats,  and  made  an  end  of  their  meal, 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  arriTal  of  these 
strange  visitants ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  auppose 
that  their  appetite  was  at  all  diminished  by  the 
ghastly  spectacle  before  them. 

All  these  events  hai^>ened  early  in  the  momiDg ; 
and  nowy  passing  over  a  few  of  the  intervening  horns, 
we  must  advert  to  certain  transactions  which  oooopied 
the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

An  orderhad  gone  forth  from  the  Prsefect  to  con- 
voke the  senate  in  the  Temple  of  Concord ;  and  at 
the  appointed  time  the  fathers  began  to  arrive. 
They  entered  with  marks  of  the  direst  Gonatamatias, 
for  the  discovery  of  the  plot  was  known,  and  its  pro- 
bable consequences  were  anticipated.  Gathering  to- 
gether in  groups,  and  conversing  in  whispers,  tbqr 
anxiously  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  great  man*  who, 
during  the  absence  of  the  emperoTi  acted  as  Prince 
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of  tbe  Senate.  Until  he  shoald  make  Us  appearanoey 
DotiiiDg  ooald  be  done,  for  though  both  the  consols 
were  present,  they  did  not  attempt  to  pnt  themselyes 
forward,  or  take  the  lead,  these  magistrates  being, 
m  fact,  mere  nonentities  under  the  imperial  govem- 
ment  The  assembly  had  not,  however,  long  to 
wat.  The  Pnefect  came  in  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
his  own  personal  friends, — senators,  of  course,  like 
the  rest, — ^who  wore  arms  under  their  gowns  to  de- 
fend him  in  case  of  an  attack,  for  he  dreaded  the  fate 
of  the  first  Csssar,  and  was  almost  as  cautions  as  the 
second :  then  assuming  his  seat,  and  every  one  else 
following  his  example,  the  business  of  the  day  was 
forthwith  commenced. 

In  the  first  place,  in  accordance  with  the  forms 
anciently  observed  on  occasions  of  the  sort,  a  solemn 
proclamation  was  recited  which  commanded  every 
one  present  to  leave  the  house,  with  the  exception  of 
the  senators  themselves.  This  order  being  obeyed 
by  the  clerks  and  scribes,  besides  whom  there  was 
none  but  the  senatorial  order  present, — some  few  of 
the  members  were  requested  to  officiate  in  their  stead, 
and  record  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting*  Then, 
the  honse  being  cleared,  the  doors  made  fast,  and  the 
dignified  secretaries  seated  at  their  desks,  the  Pre^ 
feet  rose,  and  solemnly  addressed  his  audience. 

''  Conscript  Fathers,"  he  began,  '*  none  of  you  are 
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perhaps  Jgnorant  of  the  motives  which  hare  iodaoed 
me  to  convoke  jou  thus.  Public  report  has  no  doubt 
informed  you,  that  a  conspiracy  of  the  most  dreadfql 
kind  has  been  detected  in  the  very  heart  of  the  em- 
pire,—  in  the  bosom  of  the  capital  itself, — and  that 
several  high-bom  persons  have  already  suffered  the 
last  penalties  of  the  law.  But  you  are  not,  I  con- 
ceive, acquainted  with  the  horrors  which  have  beeo 
meditated,  or  the  crimes  which  have  been  perpe> 
trated,  to  their  full  extent.  You  are  not»  I  repeat, 
sufficiently  acqumnted  as  yet  with  the  detaib  of  this 
unprecedented  affair; — for  never  will  I  believe  what 
certain  evil  minded  persons  have  affirmed,  namely, 
that  many  members  of  yoor  own  most  honourable 
order  have  been  deeply  implicated  themselves.  The 
charge,  I  am  convinced,  has  no  foundation  at  all, — 
yet  the  names  of  the  parties  have  been  revealed  to 
me,  and  something  like  proof  positive  adduced  against 
them.  Here  b  a  list  of  the  names/'  continued  he» 
taking  out  a  paper  as  he  spoke,  **  and  I  shall  just 
read  them  over,  in  order  to  give  those  who  have  been 
slandered,  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  their  cha- 
racter." 

But  this  was  a  proceeding  which  the  senators  ia  ge- 
neral were  by  no  means  inclined  to  encourage.  They 
were  far  from  being  pleased  with  the  tenor  of  the 
great  man's  speech ;  they  questioned  his  disbelief  in 
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the  charges  brought  against  them,  and  they  were  not 
imeonscioos  that  the  praises  which  he  bestowed  on 
them  were  rather  ironical  than  sincere.  Some  of 
them,  too,  had  reasons  peculiarly  their  own  for  wish- 
ing to  avoid  a  public  investigation ;  and  they  resolved 
if  possible  to  nip  his  project  in  the  bud.  For  this 
purpose  several  expedients  were  devised.  By  the 
old  customs  of  the  Republic,  when  superstition  formed 
a  leading  feature  in  the  character  of  the  people,  the 
deliberations  of  the  senate  might  at  any  time  be  sus- 
pended by  the  occurrence  of  a  prodigy,  or  an  ominous 
event ;  nay,  so  highly  important  were  such  prognos- 
tics esteemed,  that  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  the 
consuls  to  retire  from  the  senate  house  in  the  midst 
of  a  debate,  and  cut  up  two  or  three  victims  with 
their  own  hands,  in  order  to  discover  from  the  state 
of  their  bowels,  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  gods ; 
which  proving  unfavourable,  the  meeting  was  at  once 
dissolved.  Thus,  after  one  of  these  experiments,  the 
Consul  Cornelius  suddenly  appeared  before  his  vene- 
rable brethren,  and  dispersed  them  by  exclaiming  in 
a  voice  of  horror,  ''  I  have  visited  the  cauldron,  and 
— alas ! — the  liver  of  the  goose  is  totally  consumed !" 
Those  individuals,  therefore,  who  wished  to  stop 
the  month  of  the  Praefect,  and  prevent  him  from 
reading  the  obnoxious  list,  now  determined  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  ancient  practice,  absurd  as  it  was, 
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and  even  obsolete  as  it  had  become^    It  is  tni9»  that 
nothing  like  an  omen  had  in  fact  occnned ;  Irat  this 
made  little  differeoee,  —  it  waa  easy  to  tnyent  one  for 
the  pnrpose*    One  of  the  sohemers  accordingly  got 
upon  his  legs,  and  after  affecting  to  listen  for  a  few 
■MHnents  with  his  hand  behind  his  ear»  vo^fieronslj 
exclaimed  that  "he  heard  thunder!"     No  sooner 
did  he  make  this  awful  announcement,    than  hb 
compeers  rose  from  their  seats,  and  in  a  state  of  the 
utmost  confusion,  made  a  rush  towards  the  door,  with 
the  evident  design  of  quitting  a  place  where  their  pre- 
sence was  obnoxious  to  the  goda.    But  a  look  from 
the  great  man  recalled  them  to  a  sense  of  their  civil 
duties,  which  their  spiritual  aeal  bad  for  the  moment 
prompted  them  to  overlook;  he  motioned  with  hia 
finger,  and  with  a  subdued  air  they  retreated  to  their 
seats.    Then  turning  to  the  person  who  had  given 
the  alarm,  and  who  waa  now  in  a  state  of  unequivocal 
and  irrepressible  alarm  himself,  he  regarded  him  with 
severity,  and  pronounced  these  metieiphorieal  words 
in  a  threatening  voice,  ''  Be  cautious  !  —  take  heed ! 
— or  (tto  me  Di  ament — so  nuiy  the  gods  have  mec^ 
on  me,)  you  will  soon  find  that  it  hails/'    This  figure 
of  speech  was  perfectly  understood  by  the  assem- 
bled legislators ;  while  the  luckless  wight  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  finding  that  his  expedient  had  failed 
of  efiect,  withdrew  into  a  corner  the  most  remote 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PIBO  AND  THB  PRiiFXCT.  235 

Hoi  he  GouId  seleet»  and  there  concealed  his  dimi- 
lUed  bead  dating  tlie  remainder  ef  the  debates. 

Tfce  PtefeBt  now,  therefore,  commenced  the  peru- 
sal of  the  liit,  which  bad  in  fact  been  con^iled  from 
the  depositions  of  Magnns,  and  the  others  who  had 
confessed.  It  contained,  in  the  first  place,  the  names 
of  the  wretches  who  had  lately  bst  their  heads ;  these 
iie  shirred  over  in  haste ;  then  came  a  couple  of  high 
foundiDg  appelfaitioos,  which  he  dwelt  on,  and  pro* 
oooiiced  with  greater  emphasis. 

"  Lncios  Calpnrnias  Piso,''  he  said,  '*  comes  next ; 
be  has  not  as  yet  been  condemned  to  death ;  he  is, 
bowever,  incarcerated  in  the  ToUiannm,  whence  he 
will  soon  be  forwarded  to  the  emperor's  camp  on  the 
banks  of  the  Dannbe.    Cains  Scribonius  Mununias 
follows ;   in  him  we  have  been  pecaliarly  unfortu- 
nate; sentence  of  death  was  passed  upon  him,  but 
he  has  evaded  it  for  the  present  by  taking  refage  with 
the  Vestal  Virgins,  who  in  order  to  protect  him,  have 
exerted  a  privilege  long  considered  dormant.   Never- 
theless, he  shall  not  escape  my  vengeance :  I  will 
drag  him  from  his  retreat,  thoagh  the  gods  should 
blast  me  for  the  act.    These  two  hopeful  relatives," 
continued  he,  looking  up  from  the  paper,  and  ad- 
dressing the  assembly,  ^'are  doubtless  members  of 
your  own  body;   but  I  am  far  from  meaning  to 
insinuate  that  the  rest  are  partakers  in  their  guilt. 
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On  the  oootrary,  I  wonld  have  yoa  to  uodentnid 
that  Rso  and  Miunmius  are  the  last  names  in  this 
oatalogae  to  which  any  stigma  can  be  strictly  smd  to 
attach,  —  seeing  and  considering  that  nothing  has 
been  proved  against  the  rest.  I  now  come  to  another 
division  of  the  list,  which  you  will  observe  differs 
essentially  from  the  former,  inasmuch  as  it  only  con* 
tains  the  names  of  persons  hitherto  unaccused.  Gra- 
cilis Fnrcifer  is  the  first, — our  present  worthy  ^ile, 
— ^whom  you  all  may  see  at  this  moment  sitting  m 
his  chair  of  state,  and  looking  like  a  corpse.  Alas ! 
I  trust  he  is  not  sick,  but  truly  the  cadaverous  hoe 
of  his  complexion  seems  to  indicate  disease.  And, 
lo !  an  ague  agitates  his  frame ;  —  and  such  is  its  in- 
creasing violence,  that  unless  some  one  renders  him 
assistance,  he  will  infallibly  be  precipitated  to  the 
earth.  There!  worthy  souls!  you  have  suecoored 
him  in  his  extremity,  and  he  mends.  Now,  then, 
for  the  name  of  the  next  culprit  on  the  list :  Balfaw 
BliBSus  is  the  man ; — a  man  of  whom  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly,  for  his  eloquence  is  unrivalled  at  the  bar. 
Come,  stand  forth,  Balbus,  like  an  orator  as  thou  art, 
and  vindicate  thy  character  to  the  world." 

Balbus  advanced;  but  his  tongue,  natundlj  no- 
manageable,  and  now  paralyzed  by  fear,  refused  to 
give  utterance  to  hia  thoughts,  so  that  after  stammer- 
ing out  a  few  disjointed  sentences,  he  was  forced  (o 
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reUoqaifth  the  attempt;  when  the  Piwfect,  pitying 
hit  case,  and  perhaps  being  of  opinion  that  he  had 
not  much  to  fear  from  so  quizzical  an  adversary^ 
cimdescendingly  dismissed  him  to  his  seat,  with  a 
gentle  admonition  to  be  more  careful  how  he  com- 
mitted himself  in  future.  That  point  settled,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  read  from  the  list,  and  make  comments 
on  the  same,  as  follows : 

'*  Lncius  Scaurus,  a  man  of  Preetorian  rank,  now 
absent  in  one  of  the  provinces.  Qjiintus  Verus  the 
Quaastor,  and  Marcus  Servius  the  Tribune;  both 
occnpied  about  their  affairs  in  different  parts  of  the 
city.  Thes^  I  shall  pass  over,  as  it  is  not  my  design 
to  accuse  any  one  who  has  not  an  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself  in  person.  The  case  is  different  with 
Vulcatius  Naso ;  he,  I  perceive,  is  present ;  and  I 
adJQxe  him  to  rebut  the  calumnies,  or  rather  to  re- 
move the  suspicions  which  attach  to  him,  partly  be- 
canae  his  name  is  down  in  the  list,  partly  on  account 
of  hisrelationship  to  one  of  the  very  worst  of  the  conspi* 
rat<»rs ;  a  man  notorious  for  his  crimes,  and  still  more 
so  for  the  dexterity  with  which  he  long  concealed 
them ;  a  man  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  that  he  was  at 
once  a  traitor,  a  rebel,  and  a  hypocrite, — a  contempt- 
ible apostate, — and  my  own  personal  enemy  to  boot." 

Thus  adjured  to  speak  in  his  own  defence,  Vuloa- 
tios  Naso,  crept  trembling  from  the  crowd,  and  with 
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his  arms  pressed  dose  to  Us  sides^  lib  sbNildBn 
shrugged  ap  to  hu  ears,  and  his  chin  thmst  fwwtvi 
exhibited  as  he  advanoed,  a  tmly  ladiaroiu 
ance,  which  was  farther  hoigfateiied  by  lJiei 
amplitude  of  his  nose,  with  its  exalted  bridge,  coppev- 
coloured  eaticle,  and  capacious  nostrils,  horn  <fceia- 
terior  of  which  a  quantity  of  coarse  Uack  hair  |inh 
truded.  When  he  had  arrived  within  a  few  panes  sf 
the  great  man,  he  made  a  sudden  halt,  and  hesTing 
up  his  words  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  chest,  thsi 
sententioiisly  addressed  him : 
^  Well  have  you  described  ray  iate^onworthy  bmAar, 

0  most  exoellent  PrsBfeot ! — ^Asper  was  a  maa  wioked 
beyond  the  ordinary  wickedness  of  nMrCals.  Tet  let 
not  his  wickedness  steel  your  heart  against  tbe  suf- 
ferings of  his  innocenty  though  ilKstaried  relatife. 
Alas !  if  you  did  but  know  tbe  dreadful  torments  I  Iwve 
endured ; — if  you  oonld  bnt  ooncesfe  the  exomciatiiC 
pangs  by  which  I  have  been  racked  eiFer  since  Ae 
discoTery  of  that  man's  basenees, —  yon  would  pi^ 
and  compassioaatey  ratfier  than  upbraid  ne ;  for  di! 

1  am  an  injured  creature.  Enenues,  it  is  clew*  I 
have ;  else  why  shoidd  my  name  be  enrolled  in  thst 
catalogue  of  sinnen? — for  I  •sdemnly  ayer,  that  is 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  I  have  ever  been  a  goed 
and  loyal  subject.  But  you  will  not  give  ear  t»  die 
tale  of  the  malicious^ — you  will  not  give  esrtothe 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI90  AVB  THE  PBAFBCT. 

▼oice  of  scandal.  Your  wiadmn  will  diflceni  the 
trae  from  the  false,  and  tbe  base  desigiM  of  my  ene- 
mies will  reeoil  upon  themsehres.  Saffer  me  then  to 
eiBbraoe  your  magnificent  legs  in  token  of  forgive- 
ness and  reoonciiiation.  Penatt  me  on  my  face  to 
worship  yonr  nneartUy  virtnes;  which  have  now 
risen  above  the  level  of  hnmanity,  and  placed  you  on 
a  footing  with  the  gods." 

So  sayings  the  long-nosed  sycophant  prostrated 
kimself  on  the  gvonnd,  and  grovelling  at  the  Pimfect's 
feet,  bedewed  them  with  his  tears,  nttering  all  tbe 
while  soefa  disnal  hmentations,  that  few  of  those  who 
heard  him  coold  refrain  from  laughing  at  the  energy 
of  his  affected  grief,  intended,  as  it  evidently  was^ 
to  hide  his  nnaffectod  terror.  The  Pnefect,  in  par- 
ticnlar,  smiled  with  a  soperoilioas  exprassioB  of  con- 
tempt, which  he  did  not  take  the  troaUe  to  disguise. 
Nevertheless,  he  told  the  suppliant  to  rise,  and  gra- 
ciously pronounced  his  pardon.  Vnlcati«s  Naso 
poured  oat  a  torrent  of  thanks,  kissed  the  bet  of  his 
benign  protector,  and  linking  into  a  conor,  there 
took  his  place  beside  Balbus,  the  stammerer,  who, 
sympathising  with  his  misfinrtnnes,  hugged  him  round 
the  neck,  and  congmtulated  him  in  the  tendevest 
manner  on  his  narrow  tsaepe  from  the  jaws  of 
4eaCh. 

After  this  little  interlude,  tbe  gneat  man  again  neat 
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hit  eye  on  Ae  paper  in  his  hand,  and  appeared  at  if 
he  was  about  to  qnpte  from  it  as  before;  bnt  alleii^ 
his  mind,  or  discovering  from  the  experiments  he 
had  made,  that  such  a  course  of  action  was  not  likely 
to  answer  any  good  purpose,  he  threw  it  aside,  tod 
addressed  his  audience  generally,  in  a  strain  of  ad- 
monition, not  unmixed  with  reproof. 

''  Conscript  Fathers,^'  said  he,  *'  this  uiTestigirtiM 

has  now  gone  quite  far  enough.    Ton  have  heard  the 

denials  made  by  the  accused;  I  have  heard  then 

too;  I  have  also  admitted  them  as  vdid.    Never> 

theless,  I  am  far  Trom  believing  in  their  truth.    Oa 

the  contrary,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  them  to 

be  lies ;— and,  moreover,  I  am  persuaded,  that  weie 

I  to  follow  up  the  inquiry,  I  should  still  hear  nothing 

but  falsehoods  to  the  last.    I  shall,  therefore,  diseon- 

tinue  it  at  once.    And  now,  I  have  a  few  words  to 

say  to  the  rest ; — to  those  of  your  fraternity,  I  mean, 

who,  equally  suspected,  and  perhaps,  equally  gaiUty 

with  Balbus,  Naso,  and  the  iEdile,  have  not,  like 

them,  sustained  a  public  accusation,  or  been  eriled 

upon  for  their  defence.    To  all  such  undetected  eri* 

minals,   I  say,  that  however  safe  they  may  think 

themselves  at  present,  they  had  best  take  heed  of 

their  future  conduct ;  for  the  eye  of  their  mastery-* 

the  eye  of  the  emperor  himself, — ^will  be  fixed  open 

them  from  afar,— even  as  the  eye  of  Jove  the  Thmh 
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dw.  Ipokath  down  from  the  sammit  of  Olympas 
QfHHl  4he  deeds  of  men ;  and  they  will  not,  moat 
awpredlj,  again  escape  the  punishment  their  crimes 
deserve. 

"Conscript  Fathers/'  continued  he,  ''I  name  no 
na&ies ;  but  your  own  consciences  will  inform  yon  to 
whom  these  observations  more  particularly  apply,— 
to  many  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  applicable  enough. 
I  flhsdl  not  be  more  explicit ;  you  will  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  what  I  say.  Reflect  well  on  my 
words^  and  regulate  your  conduct  by  the  same.  And 
now  —  " 

Here  the  orator  was  interrupted  by  a  most  extra* 
ordinary  sound,  which,  faint  at  first,  and  only  heard 
at  intervals,  had  been  growing  louder  and  more  con- 
tiuaous  during  the  latter  part  of  his  speech,  and  now 
rose  to  such  a  pitch  as  to  drown  the  sonnd  of  his 
voice.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  leave  off  speak- 
ing, and  the  senators,  whose  attention  had  already 
been  much  distracted  by  the  noise,  finding  themselves 
released  from  the  duty  of  listening  to  his  harangue, 
started  from  their  seats,  and  eagerly  inquired  of  each 
other,  and  even  of  the  great  man  himself,  what  could 
be  the  meaning  of  the  unwonted  nproar  which  they 
heard. 

It  in  some  sort  resembled  the  tumult  of  a  battle, 

VOL.  II.  M 
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without  being  precisely  tlie  same  thing.  There  were 
cries  of  distress,  and  exclamations  of  agony,  bat  they 
were  not  exdosively  uttered  in  the  tones  of  men. 
The  shrill  shrieks  of  women  oonld  also  be  distin- 
goished,  together  with  the  wild  eonTnlsiTe  scteams 
of  children.  A  clashing  of  arms,  and  a  trampling  of 
feet,  intenningled  with  the  Yoices,  and  oontxihiited  to 
increase  the  din. 

These  soonds  seemed  at  a  distance,  and  were  only 
thus  distinctly  audible  for  a  few  seconds  at  a  time, — 
probably  when  the  wind  blew  strongly  in  some  parti- 
colar  direction, — otherwise  they  formed  a  low  mooe- 
tonous  murmur,  like  that  which  had  first  assailed  the 
ears  of  the  astonished  senators. 

Though  well  aware  of  the  affrighted  state  of  hb 
companions,  the  PrsBfect  did  not  hurry  himself  toes- 
plain  the  cause  of  their  unWsiness ;  he  lather,  on  the 
contrary,  enjoyed  the  sight  of  their  distress,  aod 
suffered  them  to  remain  in  all  the  horrors  c£ 
pense  till  he  found  they  were  preparing  to 
the  gatesy  in  spite  of  the  command  whieh  he  hod 
issued  to  restrain  them  from  going  forth,  befbae. 
Then,  however,  addressing  them  with  a  sarcastic 
smile,  "  Why  are  you  alarmed  V*  said  be,  placidly ; 
''  be  seated,  I  beseech  yon,  and  attend  to  the  bosiaoss 
for  which  you  were  convened.  What  yon  hear  use 
the  cries  of  a  few  miserable  wretches  who  are  aof* 
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femg  the  punishmeDt  which  the  law  awards  for 
treason/' 

His  vagne  information  rather  served  to  angment 
the  terror  of  the  Fathers  thaa  to  allay  it ;  and  one  of 
the  assembly,  more  coorageons  than  the  rest,  yen* 
taring  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  transact 
tion,  they  received  the  following  reply : 

'^  Conscript  Fathers,  the  thing  is  hardly  worth 
your  notice.  A  few  thousands  of  miscreants,  —  low- 
bom,  wretched.  Vulgar  miscreants,  —  have  been 
anvsted  by  my  orders  since  the  explosion  of  this  vile 
Qoaspiraey,  in  which  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
tUnk  that  most  of  them  were  engaged.  These,  with 
their  wives,  children,  and  dependants, — for  I  deemed 
it  best  to  make  a  general  sweep  at  once, — I  have 
caased  to  be  enclosed  in  the  Great  Circus,  and  there 
pat  to  death.  The  work  of  destruction  is  now  going 
00 ;  and  you  may  judge  by  the  outcry  they  make,  that 
they  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  submit  without 
lesistaQce.  You  need  not  apprehend,  however,  that 
any  of  them  will  escape. .  The  gates  of  the  Circus 
have  been  carefully  closed,  and  the  walls  are  too 
high  to  be  scaled.  They  will  all  be  dead  in  a  few 
minutes ;  and  when  once  the  thing  b  finished,  Rome 
will  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  extinction  of  so  vil- 
lanous  a  gang.'' 

The  senators  made  no  reply  to  this  extraordinary 
m2 
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speech ;  to  do  so  was  indeed  impossible ;  fear,  horror, 
and  astonishment  kept  them  silent.  Meanwhile,  the 
tyrant,  observing  their  condition,  and  being  exempt 
from  all  embarrassment  himself,  embraced  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  renewing-  the  harangue  which  the  cries  of 
the  sufferers  had  interrupted ;  and  haying  pn^ierlj 
vituperated  the  reverend  assembly, — ^reproached  then 
with  their  manifold  offences, — warned  them  in  tenns 
the  most  awful,  never  to  offend  again,  and  threatened 
them  with  all  sorts  of  paifls'and  penalties  in  case  they 
disregarded  what  he  said,  —  he  next  proceeded  to 
enlarge  upon  his  own  virtues,  amongst  which  he 
reckoned  clemency,  moderation,  and  humanity  as  the 
chief,  albeit,  he  acknowledged  that  he  plained  hitt- 
self  upon  his  stern  love  of  justice,  and  strict  obaer- 
vauce  of  the  laws ;  qualities  which  were  apt  to  int&- 
fere  with  the  tenderness  of  his  nature,  and  prevent 
him  from  obeying  the  humane  dictates  of  his  heart. 

While  he  held  forth  thus  on  divers  intere^tiDg 
topics,  the  tumult  of  the  massacre  still  continued  to 
be  heard  at  intervals,  which,  however,  grew  more 
distant  at  every  repetition  of  the  sounds,  so  that  ere 
the  orator  had  finished  his  harangue,  a  conpiele 
silence  prevailed,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the 
black  transaction  was  at  length  brought  to  a  dose. 
After  holding  in  his  breath,  and  listening  attenlivelj 
for  a  few  moments,  in  order  to  convince  himself  that 
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tkiags  were  qaiet,  he  smiled  with  an  air  of  infinite 
satisfaction,  and  addressing  the  assembly  in  a  milder 
stfBin  than  before,  begged  leave  to  ''congratulate 
them  on  the  happy  termination  of  that  awkward  busi- 
ness which  seemed  to  have  horrified  them  all  so 
much;  very  needlessly  indeed  in  his  opinion,  as  it 
was  Qot  a  thing  of  the  slightest  consequence/'  He 
then  assured  them  that  their  own  offences  would  be 
pardoned,  on.  condition  of  their  promising  amend- 
menti  and  briefly  added  that  the  business  for  which 
be  had  summoned  them  being  now  at  an  end,  they 
had  best  retire  in  peace  to  their  respective  homes. 
The  whole  assembly  thereupon  rose  to  depart,  gave 
the  promises  and  pledges  required,  and  after  voting 
that  the  transactions  of  the  day  should  be  recorded 
in  characters  of  gold,  and  preserved  amongst  the 
archives  of  the  empire,  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  their 
noble PrsBfect's  wisdom;  and,  moreover,  recommend- 
ing that  a  temple  and  a  statue  should  be  erected  to 
the  emperor,  whose  conduct  had  entitled  him  to  a 
place  amongst  the  gods;  the  Fathers  obeyed  the 
directions  they  had  received,  and  —  by  no  means  un- 
willingly —  departed. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

A   BIALOGITE  IN   A   GARRET: 

Ws  must  now  pass  per  saltum  over  a  space  of  atioiit 
six  calendar  months ;  merely  observing  that  daring' 
this  interim,  the  ferment  arising  from  the  detectioD 
of  the  conspiracy  hi^  had  time  to  snbride,  and  fliat 
things  were  going  on  again  at  Rome  as  osaal,  nnder 
the  government  of  the  Prsetorian  Proefect,  Vitalianiis. 

Up,  reader,  np !  you  must  nionnt  np  with  me,  not 
actually  into  the  clonds,  but  into  the  uppermost 
apartment  of  one  the  very  highest  dwelling-houses  in 
the  whole  capital. 

It  was  one  of  those  buildings  termed  inst^^  on 
account  of  their  complete  separation  from  each  other 
in  the  same  street ;  it  was  one,  also,  of  the  most  con- 
siderable of  its  kind :  an  immense,  old,  ruinous  con- 
cern ;  pierced  with  windows  on  all  sides,  and  ten 
stories  high  at  least.  As,  however,  it  was  ritoated 
in  a  bye-lane,  remote  from  the  fasluonable  quarter  of 
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the  metropolis,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  hoase 
of  such  magnitude  could  have  been  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  a  single  family ;  none,  in  fact,  could  have 
been  found  to  tenant  it ;  the  proprietor  had  therefore 
▼ery  prudently  divided  it  into  a  vast  number  of  dis- 
tinct apartments,  adapted  to  the  accommodation  of  a 
separate  set  of  lodgers  in  each. 

These  apartments,  as  in  a  modern  establishment  of 
the  same  sort,  decreased  in  value  as  they  approached 
the  roof.  The  poorest  of  them  all  was  a  garret, 
sitoated  just  under  the  tiles,  and  its  solitary  tenant 
was  apparently  the  most  miserable  in  the  whole 
buula. 

At  the  period  of  which  I  speak,  this  individual 
was  one  evening  sitting  in  a  melancholy  mood  on  the 
edge  of  a  small  bed  which  occupied  one  corner  of  the 
chamber.  He  was  a  man  far  advanced  in  life,  proba- 
bly not  less  than  sixty  years  of  age,  of  a  tall  gaunt 
frame,  solemn  aspect,  and  cadaverous  complexion. 
He  was  apparently  also  labouring  under  ill  health, 
his  head  being  covered  with  a  close  woollen  cap,  his 
jaws  bound  round  with  a  napkin,  and  the  remainder 
of  his  person  closely  enveloped  in  one  of  those  long 
loose  cloaks  termed  aboUts,  and  generally  affected  by 
the  learned  as  their  ordinary  dress.  At  his  right  hand 
there  was  a  small  table,  upon  which  stood  a  lighted 
lamp,  together  with  a  common  earthenware  dish  filled 
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vith  a  mess  of  that  vulgar  and  plebeian  food  so  wdl 
known  to  the  ancients  by  the  name  of  puis,  and  no 
less  familiarly  to  the  modern  inhabitants  of  Italy  by 
that  of  poUenta.  The  rest  of  the  fnmiture  in  the 
room  consisted  of  a  small  abacus  or  moveable  cup- 
board, the  door  of  which  standing  partly  open,  dis- 
played to  view  six  little  pitchers,  of  that  kind  termed 
urcei,  ranged  in  a  row  upon  the  upper  shelf,  while  oo 
that  underneath  was  seen  a  single  cantharus,  a  vessel 
of  the  same  form,  but  greater  magnitude.  An  old 
moth-eaten  dsta,  or  chest,  containing,  besides  a  few 
venerable  books,  an  almost  equally  reverend  assort- 
ment of  wearing  apparel,  occupied  a  comer  of  the 
room  over  against  the  abacus,  and  together  with  a 
diminutive  terra-cotta  deity,  placed  on  a  bracket 
against  the  wall,  completed  the  decorations  of  the 
garret 

The  tenant  of  this  miserable  apartment  was  to  all 
outward  seeming,  in  a  deep  reverie  at  the  moment 
when  I  had  the  honour  to  introduce  him  to  the 
reader.  Soon  afterwards,  however,  various  twichet 
and  twinges  about  the  muscles  of  the  mouth*  seemed 
to  indicate  either  that  he  was  suffering  under  intense 
bodily  pain,  or  that  his  mind  was  tortured  by  on- 
pleasant  thoughts.  Pressing  the  palm  of  his  hand 
against  his  cheek,  and  swinging  backwards  and  for- 
wards on  his  seat,  '^  Oh  Bias !  Bias !"  mattered  he 
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between  his  teeth,  "  well  didst  thou  aay  that  great 
minds  alone  could  hear  a  sudden  reverse  of  fortune, 
from  prosperity  to  distress;  —  Oh,  when  I  reflect 
what  once  I  was,  —  what  now  I  am, — oh," — here 
his  voice  died  away,  and  shaking  his  head  grievoasly, 
be  seemed  to  be  endeavouring  to  alleviate  the  tor- 
ments he  endured,  by  cramming  the  greater  part  of 
bis  right  hand  into  his  mouth ;  then  suddenly  with- 
drawing it,  **  it  is  true/'  said  he,  "  that  nothing  can 
be  so  sacred  as  one's  teeth ;  yet  nothing  gives  one 
acre  trouble.  I  wish  to  the  gods  I  had  none  of  them 
remaining  in  my  head."     Here  a  fresh  twitch  of  un- 
precedented vehemence  in  the  unsound  grinder,  made 
him  actually  start  up  from  his  seat,  and  go  stamping 
about  the  room.    **  Was  there  ever  such  a  torment 
in  the  world  !*'  cried  he  in  a  loud  voice,  though  in 
soliloquy ;  '*  of  all  my  misfortunes,  this  is  the  very 
worst,  and  the  most  difficult  to  endure.     However,'" 
continued  he  more  quietlT,  as  he  resumed  his  seat 
and   endeavoured    to    compose   himself,  **  Bias  of 
Priene  (whom  I  have  already  quoted)  hath  assured 
us,  that  the  greatest  of  all  misfortunes  is  that  of  not 
being  able  to  endure  misfortunes  patiently.     I    had 
better,  therefore^  not  so  far  forget  myself  as  to  add 
this  last  misfortune  to  the  rest/' 

While  he  made  these  sage  reflections, —  consoling 
himself,  as  was  his  wont,  with  the  apophthegms  of  thp 
M  5 
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aiicieDt8y--^he  sdand  ct  footiteps  beoaaM  aodilibfo 
the  outside  at  the  doer,  apfmreodj'  in  the  Ml  ef  at* 
cendiBg  a  creakmg  flight  of  ataiia.  PraaeiiCly,  the 
rap  of  a  man's  koiiekieS)  or  something  vhkk  bore  a 
considerable  resemblance  to  the  same,  was  bend 
against  the  door  itself.  *^  Help  me,  ye  gods!"  cried 
the  inhabitant  of  the  room,  in  a  voice  xif  dTright; 
**  they  have  discovered  my  retreat,  «id  are  at  last 
come  to  ravish  me  away/'  Then  throwing  hioBselfoB 
his  kneeSi  in  front  of  the  little  deity  on  the  fasaekal, 
he  clasped  his  hands,  tarned  vp  his  eyes,  and  a* 
claimed  with  much  fervency,  **  Oh  blessed  Fdiss! 
wisest  as  well  as  chastest  of  your  sex,  have  sescy  en 
a  poor  distressed  Stoic^  and  prevent  these  botcbsis 
from  carrying  him  off,  lil^  an  innocent  lamb  to  the 
shambles/'  The  rap  was  now  repeated,  and  move 
loadly  than  before.  **  Heu  me  infeBceml-^AnM- 
happy  me  !"*— whispered  the  stoic,  in  a  greater  takiag 
than  ever,  **  what  shall  I  do  ?  Here  they  are,  tiy- 
ing  to  break  in,  and  how  to  escape  them  know  I 
not.*' 

To  escape,  indeed,  was  impossible ;  for  jnst  as  the 
philosopher  pronounced  the  last  words,  the  door  wai 
poshed  open  violently  from  without,  and  gave  adsnt' 
sion  to  a  tall,  slim  figure  of  a  man,  closely  muffled  in  s 
long  cloak,  and,  altogether,  of  an  appearance  truly  fea^ 
ful  to  behold.    But  the  tenant  of  the  garret  imiaedi- 
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ately  peneived  that  Us  oew  visitant  was  not,  as  be  bad 
anlioipated,  a  myrmidim  of  tbe  law»  or  oaa  gifted  with 
oflkial  fowee ;  his  appfebeosioos*  therefore,  npoa  that 
head  subsided  at  once ;  bat  new  ones  speedily  arose  in 
their  stead,  no  kss  formidable  to  his  peace,  inasmnch 
as  it  occurred  to  him  that  he  was  in  the  presence  of  one 
of  those  midnight  burglars  so  common  in  most  great 
capitals,  but  especially  in  Rome,  and  who,  according 
to  tbe  testimeny  of  the  satirist,  constituted  one  of  tbe 
most  serious  objections  to  a  residence  in  that  city. 
Under  this  idea, — unarmed  though  he  was,  —  he 
placed  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defence,  and  at  the 
same  time  addressed  the  intruder  in  a  strain  of  mingled 
entreaty  and  reproof,  saying,  "  O  thief,  what  wouldst 
thoo  have?    What  dost  thou  expect  to  find  worth 
taking  in  the  tenth  story  of  one  of  the  very  poorest 
intuliB  in  the  whole  capital  ?     Do  you  know,  O  thief, 
that  1  am  nothing  but  a  poor  teacher  of  rhetoric,  and 
that  my  whole  property  consists  <^  a  few  old  moth« 
eaten  books,  the  (dH>Ua  which  I  wear, — and  which, 
you  may  perceive,  is  not  only  well  patched,  but  actii-^ 
ally  in  rags, — ^anotber  of  the  same  sort,  but  in  a  still 
worse  plight, — two  of  tbe  most  deplorable  tunics  you 
ever  saw  in  your  life,  —  one  pair  of  caliga,  so  worn 
*down  at  heel  that  I  can  scarcdy  keep  them  on  my 
feet,  — and  one  small  goddess,  made  of  the  cheapest 
earthenware,  and  which  you  could  not  sell  for  three 
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denarU,  even  were  yoo  ao  atterly  destitote  of 
passion  as  to  U^e  her  away  from  me,  after  I  have 
told  yoa,  as  I  do,  that  she  is  my  only  comfort  and 
support.  As  for  gold»  I  have  none  of  it ;  —  exoopt- 
ing,  indeedi  as  I  now  recollect,  a  small  portion  staffed 
into  one  of  my  decayed  teeth,  and  of  which  yon  could 
not  deprive  me  without  committing  the  most  atro- 
cious sacrilege.    What,  then,  would  you  have  ?" 

Scarcely  had  he  uttered  this  strange  rhapsodvy 
when  the  supposed  housebreaker  burst  into  a  loud 
laugh.  Then  throwing  off  his  cloak,  and  displaying 
the  countenance  of  a  well-favonred,  noUe4ooking 
youth,  he  advanced  close  up  to  the  *'  teacher  of  rhe* 
toric,"  and  stared  him  in  the  face.  His  identity  was 
acknowledged  in  an  instant.  "  Piso!  Piso!"  cried 
the  venerable  wearer  of  the  aboUa^  throwing  himself 
upon  his  neck,  *'  is  it  possible  that  thou  art  still  alive? 
-still  safe  in  my  embrace, — ^restored  to  thine  node, 
as  one  risen  from  the  dead !" 

"  I  am  respited  for  a  while,"  replied  the  yong 
man,  **  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  safe : — ^tlie  dai^er 
which  threatened  me  before,  impends  over  me  yet." 

'*  Alas,  Piso,"  answered  the  philosopher,  '*  then 
your  case  is  like  unto  my  own." 

After  the  surprise  of  the  meeting  had  in  some  sort 
subsided  on  the  part  of  Scribonius  Mummius,  that 
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wvyrthjiriTSonag^  desired  his  nephew,  ft>r  want  of  a 
nere  eottTenient  seat,  to  make  himself  as  comfortable 
as  he  could  on  one  comer  of  the  bed.  Then  sitting 
down OD  another  himself,  *'  I  am  almost  ashamed/'  said 
he,  ^  to  receive  even  my  own  sister's  son  in  so  miser- 
able a  place  as  this ;  nevertheless  it  has  the  advant- 
age of  aeeurity ;  for  who  would  thinli  of  looking  for 
two  citiasens  of  the  highest  rank,  in  a  garret  scarcely 
fit  to  be  the  residence  of  a  poet  V 

*'  Miserable  as  it  may  be/'  said  Piso,  **  it  is  a  palace 
in  oomparison  with  the  dungeons  to  which  I  have 
been  aecnstomed  during  the  last  six  months.  But, 
oncle/*  added  he,  "  tell  me,  I  entreat  you;  how  come 
you  to  be  here  V 

**  Certainly,"  replied  Scribonius  Mummins ;  "  I 
will  tell  you  all  about  it;  —  though  I  must  say  I 
would  rather  hear  your  own  adventures  first;  my 
curiosity  is  ungovernable  to  know  how  you  escaped 
the  vengeance  of  the  emperor,  before  whose  tribunal 
you  were  sentenced  to  appear/' 

'^  Nor  is  mine  less  strong  to  know  what  induced 
yon  to  quit  the  protection  of  the  Vestals,"  rejoined 
Piso,  "  and  take  refuge  in  a  place  like  this/' 

''  Well,  then/'  said  the  senior,  '^  suppose  that  we 
adopt  the  expedient  of  both  telling  our  stories  at  the 
same  time/' 
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**  Or  alternately/'  raggested  the  youth. 

«'  Edging  it  ID,  bit  by  hit,  as  we  can/'  sail  the 
ancient. 

<«  And  widkont  either  listening  to  what  the  otb«r 
says/'  added  the  juYenal,  with  a  smile. 

**  Excellent !"  exclaimed  the  sage*  joyoostf. 

*'  A  most  admirable  plan !"  cried  his  coande,  in 
an  ecstacy. 

"  Come/'  said  Scribonins  Mnmmius,  ''  let  na 
begin.  Let  as  lose  no  more  time  about  the  prelimir 
naries,  but  commence  our  narratiyes  at  once." 

''Right!"  cried  Galpumius  Piso.  ''Bethefir&t 
speaker  yoarself,  and  I  will  follow  in  yonr  wake.*' 

''Though  labouring  under  the  most  intolerafaie 
torments  from  my  tooth,"  said  the  philosopher,  ^  I 
trust  that  I  shall  render  myself  sufficiently  perqii- 
cuous  to  be  understood.  Yon  must  know,  then,"  eon* 
tinned  he,  opening  his  narratiye,  "that  when  tin 
three  immaculate  damsels  receiyed  me  under  then 
protection,  they  lodged  me  in  a  small  cella  withont 
windows,  adjoining  the  fane,  and  treated  me  with 
such  distinguished  courtesy,  that  had  I  been  a  vaio 
man,  I  should,  probably,  haye  fallen  into  the  etior 
ol  supposing  they  had  conceived  a  greater  affectioa 
for  my  person  than  would  have  been  allowable  under 
the  obligation  of  their  vows ;  my  modesty,  however, 
being,  as  thou  well  knowest,  of  the  most  unsophisti- 
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cated  luDdy  I  did  not  finr  a  nKMnent  permit  mjneU  to 
suppose  that  they  meant  aught  more  by  their  little 
attentions,  than  to  comfort  and  eonsole  me  in  an  ho- 
nourable way,  daring  the  tedioos  period  of  my  con- 
finement in  the  sanctuary.  They,  in  their  torn,  put 
confidence  in  my  delicacy,  and  very  frequently  paid 
me  visits  in  the  dark." 

Here  the  sage  moralist  paused  for  an  instant*  and 
smiled  with  an  air  of  complacency  and  self-satisfac- 
tion. Piso  immediately  availed  himself  of  the  op* 
pcMTtunity  to  put  in  his  oar,  as  follows : 

**  How  greatly  preferable,''  said  he,  ^^was  your  lot 
to  mine !  Whilst  you  were  thus  philandering  with  three 
lovely  females  in  the  dark,  I  was,  probably,  in  the 
very  act  of  descending  into  a  damp,  dismal  dun- 
geon, which,  if  not  actually  under  ground,  had  at 
least  the  appearance  of  a  subterranean  place  of 
punishment  Oh,  how  I  longed  for  a  light  when  I 
got  down  to  the  bottom !  but  the  Custos  would  .not 
give  me  one.  Neither  was  the  obscurity  of  my  abode 
enlivened  by  the  visits  of  thrjee  amiable  nymphs,  but 
rendered  frightful  by  the  presence  of  the  most  loath- 
some of  the  reptile  race.  Oh,  what  a  qualm  came 
over  me  when  I  felt  them  creeping  up  my  legs ! — oh, 
how  I  shuddered  as  I  plucked  them  off! oh !" 

*'  Idleness  is  the  root  of  all  evil,"  interrupted 
Scribonius  Mummias ;  "  though  the  girls  made  their 
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yisits  as  freqaent  as  they  could,  I  was  still  left  mvcb 
to  myself;  it  was  but  natural,  therefore,  that  during 
the  hours  of  my  solitude,  I  should  begin  to  entertain 
a  great  curiosity  touching  the  nature  of  those  pecu- 
liar rites  and  ceremonies  practised  in  the  temple  to 
which  T  was  so  near  a  neighbour.  I  was  also,  no 
less  inquisitive  about  the  holy  reliques  said  to  be 
preserved  with  so  much  care  and  secrecy  in  the  same 
place." 

Here  a  sudden  twinge  of  the  tooth-ache  caused  the 
story-teller  to  make  an  abrupt  stop,  and  clap  his 
hand  upon  his  jaws ;  Piso,  taking  advantage  of  the 
incident,  chimed  in  thus: 

*'  My  situation  in  the  dungeon  was  unpleasant 
enough;  nevertheless,  after  a  whiie»  I  became  in 
some  measure,  used  to  it,  and  no  longer  shuddered 
when  I  felt  the  toads  and  lizards  crawling  up  my 
legs.  I  even  derived  a  mysterious  pleasure  from 
their  society,  and  should  almost  have  felt  the  loss  of 
them  as  much  as  you  would  that  of  the  vestals. 
What  afflicted  me  the  most,  was,  that  I  had  no  means 
of  calculating  the  time :  the  jailor,  indeed,  came  oc- 
casionally to  supply  me  with  food,  but  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  as  if  he  returned  at  periods  sufficiently 
regular  to  mark  the  duration  of  my  imprison- 
ment." 

The     tooth-ache     having    subsided,      Scribonius 
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M ammias  returned  to  the  charge,  in  the  followiog 
words: 

''  I  restrained  my  cariosity  as  well  as  I  could.  At 
lasty  however,  it  became  so  ungovernable,  that  I 
could  no  longer  refrain  from  asking  my  fair  friends 
whether  they  were  actually  in  possession  of  the  true 
Palladinm  brought  from  Troy,  or  whether  they  had 
nothing  but  a  counterfeit  ? — but,  oh  Piso,  how  mor- 
tally did  I  ofiend  them  by  the  question^  though  I 
propounded  it  in  the  innocence  of  my  heart  I" 

'*  Though  I  had  no  means  of  calculating  the  time 
with  accuracy,"  said  Piso,  "  I  judged  that  I  had 
been  incarcerated  for  about  a  week,  when,  one  day, 
as  I  was  lying  on  my  bed  of  straw,  playing  with  a 
toad,  I  was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  my  sport  by 
the  sound  of  heavy  footsteps  overhead,  in  the  upper 
apartment  of  my  prison-house.  I,  of  course,  con- 
cluded that  the  Gustos  was  come  to  give  me  my 
customary  allowance  of  food.  But  when  the 
trap-door  was  opened,  instead  of  letting  down  the 
loaf  of  mouldy  bread  and  pitcher  of  dirty  water,  as 
usnaU  he^  to  my  no  small  surprise,  proceeded  to 
lower  the  same  ladder  by  which  I  had  descended 
some  time  before,  and  in  his  harsh  voice  commanded 
me  to  mount  the  steps.  Oh,  how  my  heart  leapt 
within  me  at  the  words!  Casting  away  my  little 
speckle-breasted  favourite,  with  a  degree  of  cruelty 
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for  nvhich  I  have  nnoe  felt  considerable  i 
ran  op  the  ladder  as  quickly  as  its  dilapidated  i 
rendered  practicable,  and  soon  fonnd  m jself  b  tbs 
oaken  chamber  above.  The  Costos  then  M  lae 
through  the  same  passages  by  which  I  had  ealend, 
unlocked  the  same  gate,  and  crosdng  the  bri^^ey  de- 
scended the  Stair  of  Groans  into  the  Foram.  Fran 
my  long  stay  in  the  dark,  my  eyes  had  been  so  much 
weakened,  that  upon  being  first  bron^t  oat  mio  (he 
light*  I  felt  qnite  blinded,  and  was  onable  to  disoera 
any  thing  about  me.  By  degrees,  however,  as  I  got 
over  the  daszling  sensation,  I  p^ceived  that  dMe 
was  a  chariot,  of  a  pecoliar  shape,  and  drawn  by  fonr 
horses,  waiting  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs.  This 
carriage  was  snnronnded  by  a  small  party  of  cavaliy, 
the  commander  of  which  coming  forward^  I  was  de* 
livered  op  to  him  in  dne  form,  by  the  Costos  Ca^ 
ceris,  who,  to  say  the  troth,  did  by  no  means  seen 
displeased  at  having  thus  got  rid  of  his  chaige.  My 
new  guardian  then  ordered  me  to  get  into  the  ve- 
hicle, and  I  obeyed  him  at  once.  Bot  when  I  hd 
taken  my  seat,  I  was  not  a  little  shocked  at  fiodis; 
that  heavy  manacles  were  to  be  pot  upon  my  legs  ssd 
arms,  and  that,  in  fact,  I  was  to  be  chained  down  to 
the  carriage  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  would  be  impoi* 
sible  for  me  to  stir.  In  vain  did  I  remonstrate  agaisit 
a  piece  of  brotality  so  wanton  and  onnecessary :  so 
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other  reply  did  I  feoeive  than  that  ''  such  were  the 
orders  of  the  emperor,  and  that  every  malefactor 
most  he  treated  in  the  same  way,  whose  case  was  to 
be  decided  before  the  tribanal  of  the  80?ereign 
himflelf.' 

"The  Vestals   haying  refused   to  tell  me  their 
seevets,"    said   Soribonius  Mummios,  **  I  resoked 
boldly  to  find  them  out  for  myself;  and  just  about  the 
time  when  yoa  were  escaping  from  the  Mamertine,  I 
was,  probably,  in  the  act  of  entering  the  adytum 
af  the  temple  by  stealth.    For  this  purpose  I  divested 
myself  of  my  sandals^  and  crept  out  of  my  cella  bare- 
foot, at  the  dead  hour  of  the  night    All  around  m^ 
was  profound  darkness,  and  as  silent  as  the  grave. 
Bat  I  had  not  gone  far,  when  the  light  of  the  sacred 
fire  upon  the  altar  became  visible,  and  as  the  place 
seemed  deserted,  I  was  seized  with  an  inclination  to 
investigate  the  nature  of  the  flame.    Approaching  the 
altar  for  this  purpose,  an  odonr  of  the  most  fragrant 
kind  saluted  my  nose ;  nevertheless,  I  immediately 
perceived  that  it  was  neither  frankincense  nor  myrrh ; 
nttther  was  it  the  aloes  of  the  east,  nor  the  amber- 
gris of  the  north ;  it  rather  resembled  some  of  the 
savoury  smells  which  one  meets  with  in  a  well  r^^* 
lated  kitchen,  though  far  more  grateful  to  the  sense 
than  any  of  the  kind  which  I  had  previously  enjoyed ; 
wherefore,  a  new  curiosity  springing  up  within  me  to 
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dueoye^  its  origin,  I  groped  about  with  my  fiDgen 
amongst  the  ashes  of  the  fire,  and  soon  found  that 
thej  oame  in  contact  with  a  soft  nnctoons  sabitance, 
almost  as  warm  as  the  ashes  tfaemselTes.  Thb  sab- 
stance  I  drew  out ;  and  finding  my  fingers  somewhat 
scorched  by  the  operation,  I  put  them  into  aiy 
month  to  alleviate  the  pain.  But,  oh  Piso !  never 
shall  I  foi^et  the  deUghtfnl  sensations  which  they 
communicated  to  my  palate,  and  which  they  had  evi- 
dently derived  from  the  oleaginous  substanee  which 
they  had  extracted  from  the  fire!  I  licked  snl 
licked  them  over  and  over  again*  Then,  scrutiaing 
the  mysterious  substance  itself,  my  culinary  know* 
ledge  soon  enabled  me  to  guess  that  it  was  no  olhsr 
than  a  slice  of  beef,  nearly  an  inch  thick,  and  to  sil 
appearance  lately  severed  from  the  hind  quarter  of  as 
ox.  I  guessed,  also,  that  it  had  been  used  in  a  sacri- 
fice, and  left  accidentally  in  the  flames." 

''I  thought,"  interrupted  Piso,  whose  earioo^ 
was  somewhat  excited  by  this  strange  account,  "that 
the  priestesses  of  Vesta  made  use  of  no  burnt  ofl«^ 
ings  in  the  performance  of  their  rites." 

**  Such,  indeed,  is  the  popular  beUef,"  replied 
Scribonius  Mnmmius,  "  but  for  my  own  part,  I  nov 
think  diflerenUy.  However,  it  is  not  impossible  thst 
iostiead  of  offering  a  sacrifice,  they  had  been  mcidj 
cooking  their  supper  at  the  holy  fiie,  and  forgotiea  to 
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vitbdraw  the  nvhole  of  the  beefsteak  of  which  it  was 
to  coosist." 

Going  OQ  with  his  Darrative,  "  Ha?iDg  made  an 
excellent  repast  upon  the  broiled  beef,"  said  he,  **  I 
felt  my  coorage  so  much  increased,  that  I  pushed  on 
fearlessly  into  the  ddytum,  or  secret  part  of  the  tem- 
ple, where  I  had  been  told  the  Palladium  was  pre- 
served. Luckily  for  me,  the  priestesses  had  so  much 
confidence  in  the  sanctity  of  the  place,  that  they  had 
left  the  doors  all  open,  and  retired  to  rest  in  their 
own  cella,  fully  impressed  with  the  idea  that  no  one 
would  venture  to  intrude.  I  entered  the  sanctuary, 
therefore,  with  a  facility  which  was  very  convenient, 
and  walked  straight  up  to  thepulvinar,  a  large  square 
bed,  covered  with  a  coarse  mattrass,  upon  which  lay 
the  image  of  the  goddess ;  but,  oh  Piso,  how  much 
Jess  pleasure  did  I  derive  from  the  sight  of  it,  than 
from  the  taste  of  the  beefsteaks!  for  I  solemnly 
assure  you  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  great  shapeless 
log  of  wood,  without  form  or  feature,  in  a  sad  state 
of  decay,  by  reason  of  its  antiquity,  and,  apparently, 
destitute  of  all  claims  to  respect,  either  as  an  object 
of  adoration,  or  a  work  of  art/' 

"  Is  it  possible !"    ejaculated  Piso,  in  astonish- 
ment. 

**  Such  indeed,  is  the  melancholy  truth,''  replied 
the  philosopher,  with  a  sigh ;  *'  and  reluctant  as  I  am 
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to  say  anythiogf  diarespectfbl  of  oar  great  anoeilDr, 
I  canDOt  help  thinking  that  the  pious  ^neas  nut 
have  been  guilty  of  a  gross  fraad  when  he  assertecl 
that  he  brought  the  real  PtoUadiam  with  him  fnm 
Troy,  and  that  the  one  stolen  by  Ulyases  and  Bio- 
medes,  was  a  counterfeit.  I  rather  snspect  that  the 
reverse  of  this  assertion  was  the  tnith." 

"  What  is  the  use  of  kicking  against  the  pricks?" 
said  PisOy  resuming  his  narrative.  "  I  soon  foend 
that  I  must  resign  myself  to  my  fate,  and  sabmitto 
be  chained  down  to  the  vehicle ;  that  done  the  goifds 
sarronnded  me  on  all  sides,  and  the  journey  was  eooi- 
menced.  We  left  the  city  by  the  Flaminian  Ctite; 
but  scarcely  had  we  issued  into  the  country*  when 
what  should  I  behold  but  the  dead  body  of  a  naa, 
nailed  to  a  cross  on  one  side  of  the  road !  However, 
though  the  sight  was  disgusting,  it  excited  no  pecalisr 
feelings  of  astonishment  in  my  mind ;  for,  as  I  need 
not  tell  you,  uncle,  nothing  can  be,  more  eosuMia 
than  to  punish  the  most  ordinary  criminals,  such  ai 
thieves,  cheats,  and  peijnrers,  with  cnicifixioii,  aad 
to  leave  their  bodies  exposed  for  some  time  after- 
wards, by  the  way^side.  But  yon  may  easSy  con- 
ceive what  a  change  came  over  me  when  I  discover- 
ed, as  the  carriage  moved  along,  that  the  oigeot  I 
had  seen  at  first,  instead  of  being  a  solitary  oncy  only 
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fonned  the  oQmmeDoenieiit  of  a  long  line,  and  that 
manj  imndreds  of  wretckes  actually  hung  bleeding 
upon  crosses  in  the  same  way.  Such,  indeed,  was 
my  horror  at  the  discovery,  that  forgetting  my  own 
helpless  sttnation,  I  could  not  help  asking  my  con-» 
duetcrs,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  offence  for  which 
so  many  unfortunate  men  had  thus  been  condemned 
at  the  same  time,  and  by  whose  decree  they  had  suf- 
fend  the  punishment?*  'Their  offence  was  like 
your  own/  was  the  reply  which  I  received, '  and  our 
ruler  has  only  punished  them  as  they  deserved/  " 

**  Horrible !"  exclaimed  Scribonias  Mummius,  as 
the  hair  rose  upon  his  head. 

*'  Horrible  as  it  may  be,"  continued  Piso,  **  the 
worst  part  of  my  tale  is  yet  to  come :  what  will  you 
say  wten  you  hear  the  sequel  ?  What  will  yon  say 
when  I  tell  you  that  many  of  these  crucified  wretches 
were  still  alive,  and  that,  looking  up  as  I  passed^  I 
saw  tham  writhing  wildly  on  their  posts,  gnashing 
their  teeth,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth  like  maniacs ; 
nay,  that  although  most  of  them  were  eyidently  in- 
sensible to  every  thing  but  their  own  intolerable  tor- 
ments, some  few  amongst  the  number,  either  more 
stoical  than  the  rest,  or  physically  less  susceptible 
of  pain,  seemed  to  recognise  me  as  I  passed,  and 
repeatedly  shouted  out  my  name.     This  cry  was 
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caaght  up  by  their  comrades  ia  distress,  and  'Pisa! 
Piso !'  was  reverberated  along  the  line  by  a  hiadred 
voices  at  once." 

**  Disappointed  as  I  was  by  the  sight  of  this 
false  Palladium/'  said  Scribonios  Mununias^  ''I 
went  poking  about  the  place,  in  hopes  of  fiodivg 
somethiog  else  better  worth  looking  at.  Bat  after 
ally  my  researches  terminated  in  nothing  hvA  the  dii- 
covery  of  a  conple  of  old  tabs  in  a  dark  comer,  where 
they  had  been,  apparently,  deposited  to  be  oat  of  the 
way.  One  of  these,  being  open  and  empty,  excited 
no  feeling  of  curiosity  in  my  mind ;  but  it  was  not  so 
with  the  other,  which  was  fumbhed  with  a  lid,  ckisely 
sealed  down,  and  to  all  appearance  filled  with  sone* 
thing  of  no  trifling  ponderosity.  Becoming  anxieos, 
therefore^  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  its  contents,  I 
iook  out  my  stylus,  or  iron  writiDg*pen,  and  made  vse 
of  it  in  the  maoner  of  a  chiseU  inserting  its  pobt 
underneath  the  lid  of  the  cask,  and  hammering  opoa 
its  broader  end  with,  a  piece  of  stone,  in  deCudt  of  a 
mallet.  But  in  performing  this  operation,  I  coaid 
not  avoid  making  a  considerable  noise,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  Vestals  were  roused  out  of 
their  sleep,  and  came  forth  from  their  eella,  only  hslf 
dressed,  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  disturbaaoe: 
directed  by  the  sound  of  the  hammering,  they  eane 
straight  into  the  adytum,  and  discoyered  me  at  ny 
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woffk^    '  Impioiis  wretch !'  exelaimed  the  whole  tiioy 
with  OBd  accord.    The  noise  which  I  was  making^ 
had  proTOoted  me  from  perceiving  their  eatrawm 
sooner ;  but  when  I  heard  myself  branded  widt  this 
iafarioos  epithett  I  tamed  round  soddenly,  and  saw 
thorn  standing  all  three  in  a  row,  with  their  eyes 
flashing  fire,  and  their  long  bare  aims  stsetehod 
upwards  towards  the  roof.    Yet,  angry  as  they  were, 
I  coold  Bot  help  feeling  a  certain  adnuxation  of  their 
loTelfaiaoa,  intermingled  with  my  disgnst  at  their  Ul* 
natare  and  spile;  indeedy  I  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
ceal from  yoQ  that  I  thought  them  three  of  the 
piaCtieBt  little  Tixens  I  had  ever  seen  in  my  life;  mid 
the  move  so^  perhafM,  as  I  saw  them  xader  oircnm- 
ataneaa  pecnliarly  fayoorable  to  their  charms,  which, 
owin^  to  the  haste  in  which  they  had  risen  from  their 
heds,  were,  as  I  hinted  before^  revealed  with  a  li- 
berality somewhat  nnnsual  in  persons  of  their  holy 
character.    I  must  also  acknowledge,  that  I  felt  a 
little  ashamed  of  myself,  when  I  considered  that  I 
had  been  detected  by  these  lovely  girls  in  the  cent- 
mission  of  an  act  which,  thongh  in  my  own  opimon,  i»- 
noceat,  was  very  eyidentty,  in  theirs,  an  offmce  of  the 
most  enormous  magnitude, — at  once  an  insult  to 
themselves,  and  an  outrage  against  the  gods.    Co- 
louring up  to  the  eyes,  therefore,  in  a  manner  which 
immediately  convinced  my  fair  enemies  that  I  was  not 
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SO  destitute  of  blood  as  they  had  hitherto  supposed, 
I  entreated  them  to  consider  that  I  had  been  guilty 
of  DO  other  crime  than  that  of  an  attempt  to  examine 
the  contents  of  an  old  tab,  which,  I  thought,  could 
scarcely  be  an  unpardonable  one,  either  in  the  eyes 
of  gods  or  men.  How,  then,  was  I  astonished  when 
they  assured  me  that  the  aforesaid  tub  was  one  of  the 
most  holy  and  inestimable  reliques  in  the  empire,  and 
that  (together  with  its  counterpart  and  the  Palladium) 
it  had  been  committed  to  their  keeping,  under  tKe  ei- 
press  condition  that  no  mortal  eyes  should  behold  it 
but  their  own !  In  addition  to  this  singular  com- 
munication, they  likewise  informed  me,  thatshoaM 
it  come  to  the  ears  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff  that 
they  had,  (even  by  accident),  violated  their  trust, 
he  would,  infallibly,  cause  them  to  be  all  three 
stripped  to  the  skin,  and  then  scourged  with  the  ut- 
most severity,  though  (regardful  of  decency)  in  a  daik 
place,"  ♦ 

*' Poor  things!"  said  Piso;  *'but  I  must  go  on 
with  my  tale,  or  there  will  never  be  an  end  to  it. 
There  were  in  all,"  continued  he,  "  rather  more 
than  six  hundred  men  crucified,  as  I  have  described. 

*  Every  body  has  heard  of  the  Vestals  being  occasiontJIy 
buried  alive  for  the  violation  of  their  chief  vow.  Bat  it  may  not 
be  so  generally  known  that  they  were  liable  to  be  thus  6ogged  hi 
thekdark,  for  the  commission  of  a  very  slight  offenoe. 
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The  line  reached  almost  the  whole  way  from  the 
gates  of  Rome  to  Namia,  and  I  cannot  be  mistaken 
in  the  number,  as  I  counted  them  myself." 

••  That  was  rather  cool  of  you,  though/'  observed 
his  uncle. 

"True,"  replied  Piso;  "yet  belieye  me  that  my 
indignation  against  the  author  of  such  atrocities  was 
intense;  neither  was  I  at  all  satisfied  with  myself; 
for  knowing  that  I  had  been  one  of  the*  chief  con- 
trivers of  the  conspiracy,  I  thought  .myself  in  some 
measure  answerable  for  its  disastrous  effects.  But 
such  is  the  force  of  custom,  that  one  becomes  habi- 
tuated even  to  the  most  shocking  and  revolting 
things,  and  the  perturbation  of  mind  which  they  at 
first  excite,  by  degrees  gives  way  to  composure,  if 
not  to  indifference. 

**  But,  as  I  said  before,  let  me  go  on  with  my  tale. 
On  the  tenth  day  after  we  left  the  capital,  we  reached 
the  borders  of  the  Danube.  Then,  without  much 
ceremony  or  delay,  I  was  introduced  into  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  emperor.  Never  shall  I  forget  my 
feelings  of  wonderment  when  I  first  set  eyes  on  him. 
ITaximin  is,  you  know,  a  giant.  Not  only  is  he 
largest  potentate  in  exbtence,  but  perhaps  the 
largest  man ;  the  height  of  eight  feet  is  rarely  attained 
by  mortals,  and  the  stature  of  the  emperor  is  but 
little  less.  When,  however,  I  was  first  brought  into 
n2 
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his  presence, — still  manacled  as  I  had  been  dnriog 
the  joarney, — ^he  was  sitting  in  a  listless  attitude  opoD 
a  log  of  wood  at  the  entrance  of  bis  tent,  and  it  wai 
chiefly  from  the  immense  size  of  his  head  and  face 
that  I  judged  of  the  proportions  of  hb  body.  So 
coarse  was  his  garb,  that  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  diadem  round  his  head,  there  was  nothing  to 
distinguish  him  from  the  meanest  of  his  attendants. 
Not  only  his  gigantic  stature,  but  the  peculiar  fea- 
tures oi  his  countenance,  marked  him,  nerertheleH, 
as  an  extraordinary  man ;  while  his  bearing,  at  once 
supercilious  and  uncouth,  was  equally  in  character 
with  the  baseness  of  his  origin,  and  the  power  he  had 
recently  acquired. 

**  Bending  his  brows,  and  scrutinizing  me  rigidly 
as  I  approached,  he  inquired  of  my  guardians^  who  the 
culprit  was,  and  wherefore  he  was  brought  before 
him? — ^for  it  seems  that  no  communication  had  been 
made  to  him  on  either  of  these  interesting  points,  nor 
was  he  even  as  yet  aware  that  a  conspiracy  had  beea 
discovered  in  the  capital.    But  who  shall  describe 
his  wrath  when  informed  of  the  several  extiaordiiian 
occurrences  which  bad  taken  place?     His  rige»  ior 
the  moD^ent,  actually  amounted  to  deltrium*    Start- 
ing from  his  seat,  and  giving  utterance  to  a  mmai 
which  resembled  the  roar  of  a  wUd  beast,  he  caatf 
rushing  towards  me,  and  would  inevitably  have  ton 
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me  to  pieces,  had  I  not  managed  to  slip  on  one  side, 
and  throw  myself  prostrate  on  the  earth ;  then,  in- 
capable of  distingnishing  one  person  from  another, 
the  infuriated  potentate  directed  his  rage  against  his 
own  militaiy  attendants,  and  overthrew  seyersd  of 
them  in  an  instant ;  after  which,  being  still  under 
the  influence  of  his  temporary  insanity,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  vent  his  choler  on  a  variety  of  inanimate 
things,  such  as  trees,  stocks,  and  stones,  tearing  up 
the  former  by  the  roots,  and  pulverixing  the  latter 
HI  the  vice-like  grasp  of  his  hands*  Exhausted 
by  his  exertions,  he  at  length  fell  gasping  and 
speechless  on  the  ground ;  whereupon,  observing  his 
condition,  certain  of  his  slaves  issued  forth  from  an 
adjacent  tent,  loaded  wifth  a  mighty  vessel  which 
contained  about  an  amphora  of  the  choicest  wine,  and 
deposited  it  within  his  reach.  Revived  by  the  sight, 
he  stretched  out  his  neck  till  his  lips  reached  the 
brink,  and  commenced  the  consumption  of  the  am- 
brosial beverage  devoted  to  his  use ;  nor,  incredible 
as  it  may  seem,  did  he  once  pause  in  the  task  while  a 
drop  remained  unswallowed.  Then,  rolling  on  his 
back,  and  heaving  up  a  sigh,  he  straightways  lay 
powerless  and  overpowered. 

''This  curious  incident  saved  me  from  destruction ; 
for  my  guards,  finding  the  tyrant  disabled  for  a  space, 
thought  it  best  to  remove  me  from  '  the  presence/ 
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and  keep  me  in  safe  custody  till  the  royal  mind 
should  recover  its  equilibrium  aod  composure.  Ob 
the  following  day,  many  other  state  prisoners  arrived 
from  the  metropolis,  and  Maximin,  though  no  longer 
in  Ian  inebriated  state,  was  so  busily  employed  in 
trying  and  condemning  them  to  punishment,  that 
I  was  myself  totally  overlooked.  I  remained, 
therefore,  unmolested  in  my  prison-house,  without 
experiencing  any  other  annoyance  than  that  of  being 
daily  forced  to  witness  from  its  windows  the  execs* 
tions  of  my  colleagues.  These,  I  remarked,  were 
conducted  after  a  fashion  unprecedented  in  the  an* 
nals  of  brutality.  Some  of  the  Tictims  were  enclosed 
in  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  and  hunted  with  dogs  till 
they  fell  from  weariness,  and  died  beneath  the  fSmgi 
of  their  pursuers;  others  were  beaten  to  death  with 
clubs,  or  flogged  out  of  life  with  rods  and  scourges, 
They  endured,  in  short,  every  species  of  torture  which 
the  most  ingenious  cr:uelty  could  inflict.  Maximin 
himself  often  acted  as  executioner,  and  appeared  to 
delight  in  watching  the  torments  which  he  thus  per- 
sonally produced." 

"  How  oddly  do  things  often  &11  out  in  this  world/' 
said  Scribonius  Mummius ;  **  your  life  seems  to  hate 
been  preserved  by  an  oversight  of  your  enemy ;  mine 
was  saved  by  an  act  of  folly  of  my  own.  The  Ves- 
tals, finding  that  I  had  penetrated  into  the  penetraUa, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PISO  AKB  THB   PBiEFBCT.  271 

and  found  oat  some  of  their  mysteries,  were  not  a 
little  fearfal,  as  I  haye  already  told  yoo,  that  should 
the  thing  get  wind,  the  High  Priest  would  order  them 
to  be  flogged.    They  thought,  therefore,  that  instead 
of  attempting  to  punish  me  for  the  sacrilege,  it  would 
on  the  whole,  be  more  prudent  to  hush  up  the  matter 
quietly,  and  overlook  the  offence,  on  condition  of  my 
quitting  the  sanctuary,  and  seeking  a  retreat  some- 
where else.     Reluctant  as  I  was  to  leave  a  place 
where  I  deemed  myself  secure,  and  where,  on  the 
whole,  I  had  passed  my  time  happily,  I  could  not  re- 
ject a  proposition  more  favourable  than,  considering 
my  own  conduct,  I  had  any  right  to  expect ;  I  ac- 
cordingly acquiesced ;  merely  stipulating,  that  before 
I  took  my  departure,  the  sweet  girls  should  so  far 
gratify  my  cariosity  (which  still  remained  unappeased) 
as  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the 
closed  tub,  and,  moreover,  suffer  me  to  salute  them 
ail  three  on  their  lips,  in  token  of  their  complete  for- 
giveness of  the  sin  which  I  had  committed.    Anxious 
to  get  rid  of  me,  they  agreed.    Then,  with  a  con- 
fusion of  manner  which  rendered  them  additionally 
interesting^  they  confessed  to  me  that  the  cask  was 
exclusively  filled  with  rubbish, — dirt,  straw,  sticks 
and  stones ; — after  which  ingenuous  acknowledgment, 
they  suffered  themselves  to  be  embraced, — smiled 
sweetly, — shook  hands  with  me, — and  declared  they 
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pardoned  me  widi  all  their  kewta;  nayi  so  iiraeh 
were  they  OTtroome  by  the  leave-taUag,  that  I  saw 
plainly  they  voald  almost  ha?e  hasarded  a  whippag 
for  my  adce.    This,  however,  I  would  by  no  means 
permit     I  perfectly  coincided  with  them,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  avoid  scandal  by  my  inunediate  de- 
partnre  from  beneath  their  roof.    Tearing  mysdf 
from  their  arms,  *  Never  shall  it  be  said  of  a  Mms- 
mins/  I  exclaimed,  'that  three  beanteoas  maids  were 
flagellated  on  his    accoont! — he  would  rather  be 
whipped  hmself/    With  these  words  I  was  about  tQ 
rash  out  of  die  sanctuary  like  a  madman,  vHian  the 
eldest  of  my  fair  friends  fell  upon  her  knees»  aad 
entreated  me  not  to  expose  myself  to  more  daager 
of  detection  than  was  necessary  by  going  forth  in  my 
ordinary  dress.    *  Disguise  yonrself,  oh  moat  excel- 
lent Mammins/  whimpered  she  in  a  suffocated  voice, 
for  her  emotions  were  so  intense  Uiat  abe  coaM 
scarcely  speak,—*^  disguise  yourself  under  amne  cha- 
racter different  from  your  own,  and  then  take  refuge 
in  a  garret,  till  the  danger  which  threatens  you  be 
past.' 

^  This  advioe  was  too  rational  to  be  treated  with 
contempt ;  '  but  where,'  said  I, '  shall  I  obtain  weA 
a  disgaise  as  you  recommend  ?'  *  That  care  be  obis,' 
replied  the  three  sweet  nymphs,  smiling  through  their 
tears.    Then  running  away,  they  presently  returaed 
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loaded  with  a  gieat,  eoatse,  rovgh  cloak,  like  ikoae 
worn  bj  profenon  of  Fhetoric,  and  kurge  etioiigh  to 
ooYer  thnee  sodi  men  as  niysdf.  '  Here  i(  is/  cried 
tkejr,  as  they  dragged  it  along,  '  here  is  an  aMla 
which  will  jnst  answer  the  purpose/  '  Why  where 
in  the  world  did  yon  gel  it  from?'  asked  I,  in  the 
simplicity  of  my  heart.  '  Never  mind  that,  hot  put 
it  on  at  once/ answered  they,  rather  snappishly,  and 
as  if  they  did  not  mach  like  to  be  interrogated.  It 
was  of  coiorse  no  basiness  of  mine  to  press  them  with 
fiiriher  qaestions,  and  I  did  as  I  was  desired.  When 
I  had  got  on  the  aboUa^  I  could  not  help  chnckling 
within  mysdf,  for  I  thought  I  looked  so  exactly  like 
the  character  I  was  intended  to  represent.  ^  You 
could  not  have  chosen  me  a  more  appropriate  disguise/ 
said  I  to  the  dear  girls,  '  for  although  not  a  profes- 
sor, I  am  a  master  of  rhetoric  already,  and  can  spent 
ftmonsly  if  required/  'We  know  that/answered 
they, '  and  therefore  it  was  that  we  selected  it.  But 
come,  come,  make  haste,  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost.' 
So  saying  they  accompanied  me  to.  the  door.  It  was 
beaatifbl  weather,  and  quite  moonlight.  *  Now  go,' 
said  they,  *  and  the  god  <rf'  good  fortune  be  your 
friend  f  They  then  added  a  few  directions  touching 
the  inmla  in  which  I  now  lodge,  and  to  which  they 
advised  me  to  resort :  how  they  obtained  the  informa- 
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tion  which  they  Tery  eYidently  possessed  eoooemo; 
so  out-of-the-way  a  place,  I  knew  not  at  the  thae, 
nor  have  ever  been  able  to  discover  since ;  hot  that  b 
nothing  to  the  purpose ;  the  instrnctions  which  tliey 
gave  me  served  my  tarn,  and  I  wished  for  nothuig 
else.  Then  shedding  tears  and  embracing  me  agam, 
'  Go,  amiable  man/  they  repeated,  — '  amiable  io 
spite  of  yonr  impiety, — go,  and  be  more  happy  than 
we,  poor  deserted  maidens,  can  ever  be  again.  Go, 
and  be  mindful  of  your  safety,  —  for  aught  iajorioiu 
to  you  must  be  fatal  to  us/  I  sighed,  kissed  them, 
and  was  off." 

''  What  stuff!"  whispered  Piso,  parentheticallf. 

''  Keeping  on  the  dark  side  of  the  way,"  coDtiooed 
the  fascinating  sage,  "  I  traversed  several  streets, 
reached  this  insula,  roused  the  landlord  out  of  Us 
bed,  and  with  some  little  difficulty  was  admitted  as 
the  tenant  of  the  only  garret  which  he  had  to  spare, 
and  in  which  I  have  remained  ever  since.  But  the 
best  part  of  my  tale  is  yet  to  come.  The  very  day 
after  I  left  the  protection  of  the  VesUls,  Vitalianos 
sent  a  party  of  soldiers  io  drag  me  from  the  sanc- 
tuary ; — so  that  had  I  behaved  myself  properly,  aod 
remained  where  I  was,  I  should  in  all  likelihood  hare 
come  to  a  bad  end ;  my  own  folly  and  imprndeoce 
saved  my  life." 
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Just  as  Seribonioli  MmmninB  woond  up  his  narra- 
tive, footsteps  were  again  heard  on  the  staircase, 
outside  the  door,  and  he  was  again  seized  with  the 
same  apprehensions  which  he  had  experienced  dur- 
«ing  the  approach  of  his  first  visitor. 

'^  Alas  !  PisOt"  cried  he  starting  from  his  seat,  "  I 
fear  I  boasted  of  my  safety  too  soon.  These  people 
coming  np  stairs,  are  assuredly  tb6  executioners  of 
the  law.  And  what  makes  the  matter  worse,  is,  that 
they  will  find  you  here  as  well  as  myself.  They 
will  therefore  carry  both  away  together ;  thus  killing 
two  birds  with  one  stone,  and  exterminating  our 
whole  family  at  a  single  stroke. — Oh ! — eheu! — what 
shall  we  do  ?" 

"  Be  pacified,"  said  Piso,  '<^  you  may  be  mistaken. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  more  than  one  person  on  the 
stmrs  at  any  rate,  and  we  two  should  be  a  match  for 
him." 

The  footsteps  now  approached  the  door ;  but  there 
was  no  preliminary  rap  with  the  knuckles  as  before ; 
it  was  poshed  open  at  once,  and  a  single  figure  stalk- 
ed m,  enveloped  in  the  customary  disguise  of  a  long 
cloak.  This  being  removed,  a  middle-aged  man,  of  a 
dignified  aspect,  was  disclosed  to  view,  ''Junius 
Syllanns!"  exclaimed  Scribonins  Mummius,  in  a 
voice  of  wonderment.    It  was  no  less  a  personage 
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than  one  of  the  two  eooMik  tben  in  oflke,  who  hd 
thus  come  to  yiait  tho  eondamned  man  in  Us  vetmt 

After  the  first  grostingB  were  oTer,  in  wkich  ¥m 
ahared  with  his  nnole  in  the  congraAnlntioas  oindl 
on  their  escape,  the  oonsnl  proceeded  to  exphiB,tbit 
being  privately  informed  by  the  Vestals  (who  knew 
that  he  conid  be  trusted)  of  the  pUco  in  which  M«n- 
mins  lay  concealed,  he  had  immediately  repaired  ts 
him  for  the  purpose  of  offering  him  any  assistance  hi 
his  power.  **  It  is  true,"  said  he,  **  that  yon  canuA 
do  better  at  present  than  to  remain  where  yon  are : 
the  more  hnmble  your  abode,  the  safer ;  the  more 
solitary  your  life,  the  less  it  will  attract  notica  Any 
aid  of  mine,  therefore,  can  amoant  to  little.  Bat 
I  am  not  without  hopes,''  added  he  in  a  k>w  Tcioe, 
*'  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  it  will  he  qd 
longnr  necessary  for  an  honourable  man  to  hide  him- 
self in  the  dark.    Great  changes  are  at  hand."  ' 

These  hints  exciting  the  curiosity  of  hia  lieniers, 
they  begged  him  to  explain  himself  more  partienlarly; 
which  he  forthwith  did  in  the  following  words : 

''  After  the  failure  of  the  last  oonspiraey  woitii 
mentioning, — that  in  which  yon  yonrselTes  were  en« 
gaged, — the  spirit  of  the  peofde  seeiMd  for  a  while 
quite  broken  and  subdued.  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged also,  that  as  long  as  the  tyranny  chiefly  af- 
fected the  upper  ranks,  the  inferior  classes  looked  on 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PnO   AKD  THB  FRSFICT.  277 

wftfi  indifferencey  or  at  laoat  cared  little  abe«it  the 
aiailter.  Wliea  the  property  of  the  puUio  was  at- 
tacked, the  case  was,  however,  qnite  changed.  Our 
rulers  were  so  imprudeat  as  to  confiscate  the  revenues 
deaCiiied  in  each  town  to  sapply  the  moltitade  with 
com,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  games.  This 
irritated  them  to  a  degree,  '  Panem  et  Circensem  /' 
became  the  ciy.  '  Exterminate  the  nobility, — deliver 
up  the  provinces  to  the  barbartaos,  —  disbononr  the 
Roman  name,--  do  any  thing  yon  will/  said  they,  — 
*  osly  give  ns  bread  and  the  sports  of  the  amphi- 
thMitre,  and  we  are  content/  Moderate  and  reason- 
able demands !  —  yet  they  were  refused.  Nay,  to 
tiiese  serioQS  injuries  inflicted  npon  the  mob,  were 
added  the  most  galfing  insults.  The  temples  were 
stripped  of  th^  rich  ornaments,  and  the  most  valu- 
able of  the  gods  were  ordered  to  be  melted  down  into 
iiq^ts  of  gold  and  silver.  But  you  may  easily  con- 
ceive that  such  sacrileges  were  resisted  in  the  exe- 
cution ;  in  fact,  the  people  often  chose  to  die  rathor 
than  be  robbed  of  these  divine  beings ;  whom  they 
reqieeted  not  only  on  account  of  their  holiness,  bat 
beeaose  of  their  value  in  the  moneyHooarket.  Even 
the  soldiers  themselves  were  ashamed  of  receiving 
their  pay  in  coin  which  they  knew  to  have  once  form^ 
ed  a  firaotiona)  part  of  the  bodies  of  their  gods.    But 
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althoQgh  the  whole  Romao  world  was  exaspeiated 
against  the  authors  of  such  atrocioaa  acts,  it  was  by 
an  act  of  individual  oppression  that  one  of  the  dia- 
taot  provinces  has  been  at  length  driven  to  rebel, 
'  **  The  procurator  of  Africa,"  continued  the  consul, 
''  was  almost  as  great  a  scoundrel  as  Vitalianus  him- 
self. The  wealth  of  some  young  landholders  in  his 
jurisdiction  having  excited  his  cupidity,  he  passed  an 
iniquitous  decree,  by  which  their  whole  property 
would  have  been  confiscated  at  once.  Prompted  by 
despair,  they  determined  to  resist.  They  roused 
their  vassals,  armed  their  slaves,  took  possession  of  a 
small  town  in  their  vicinity,  and  finally  put  the  in- 
famous procurator  to  death.  Then  finding  that  they 
had  committed  themselves  too  far  to  retract,  they  de- 
termined to  raise  the  standard  of  revolt  against  the 
emperor  himself.  Ere  they  could  hope  to  succeed  in 
so  vast  an  enterprise,  they  well  knew,  however,  that 
they  must  obtain  the  countenance  of  some  more 
powerful  individual  than  themselves.  Gordianus,  the 
proconsul  of  the  province,  seemed  the  best  adapted 
to  their  purpose ;  they  accordingly  resolved  to  invest 
Mm  with  the  purple,  and  choose  him  for  their  em- 
peror, whether  he  would,  or  not.  It  was  in  vain  that 
he  shed  tears,  and  represented  to  them  in  the  most 
pathetic  terms,  the  hardship  of  being  raised  to  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80  AKD  TBTE  PRJBFECT.  279 

throne  in  the  eightieth  year  of  hin  age,  when  his  in- 
firmities rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  pass 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  bed.  His  supplica- 
tions were  dbregarded;  he  was  named  Imperator 
against  his  will,  and  without  any  other  mitigating 
circumstance  in  the  case,  than  that  of  having  his  only 
SOD  chosen  as  his  colleague. 

**  I  need  not  inform  you,  my  friends,  that  the  Gor- 
diani  are  two  of  the  most  illustrious  citizens  in  the 
empire.  Paternally,  they  are  descended  from  the 
Gracchi;  in  the  female  line  they  claim  relationship 
with  the  Emperor  Trajan.  Their  wealth  is  suitable 
to  their  birth.  Their  villas  and  their  palaces  are 
amongst  the  most  magnificent  in  Italy,  and  the  public 
shows  exhibited  at  their  expense,  have  been  far  more 
splendid  than  those  usually  afforded  by  any  individual 
below  the  rank  of  a  sovereign.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  upon  one  memorable  occasion,  five  hundred 
gladiators  of  the  best  quality  slew  each,  other  by  the 
command,  and  at  the  expense,  of  these  two  excellent 
and  patriotic  noblemen.  The  character  of  the  son 
differs  in  some  respects  from  that  of  the  father ;  both, 
however,  are  equally* exemplary  in  their  way,  and 
the  former  maintains  a  train  of  two-and-twenty 
conctdbines.*' 

'*And  have  the  senate  as  yet  ratified  the  elec- 
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tioQ  of  tliAaa  two  new  enpenrs?"    uAmd   Viaa, 
eogerly. 

'« Tkay  JiaTe/*  replied  Jonios  SylloDiif.  <'  I  vyaelf 
ocnureaed  tbem  last  night  seofetly  in  the  Temple  of 
Castor,  and  obtaiQed  their  consent; — yet  aot  without 
diffioaUy»  I  confasa/'  added  he  ;•  **  for  althongh  I 
addressed  them  in  an  animated  speech,  setting  forth 
that  two  distingnifibed  members  of  their  own  body 
had  been  declared  emperors  in  Africa,  and  thaot  it 
was  obviously  their  duty  to  confirm  the  choioe  of  the 
froYiaoialSy  they  for  awhile  sat  silent,  appalled  as  it 
w^re  by  the  boldness  of  the  step  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  take.  Then,  perceiving  their  hesit»- 
tiooy  I  mised  my  voice,  saying,  *  Conscript  Fatfaen, 
why  do  yon  thus  sit  staring  at  each  other  as  if  yon 
were  frightened  out  of  year  wits?  TJp^  np^  aad  be 
men !  Maximin  is  the  enemy  of  your  whole  Htm 
You  have  in  vain  tried  to  propitiate  him  by  yo«r 
servility;  he  hates  yon  for  your  insincerity,  and 
demises  yon  on  account  of  yonr  cowardice.  Yon 
have  now  no  chance  of  secvrity  bat  in  his  death ; 
your  own  ioterest  urges  yon  to  rebel;  dasteids  m 
yon  soei  you  must  at  length  nasheath  yonr  swords  in 
self-defence/  This  noUe  ardour  of  mine  soon  pto- 
duced  a  certain  effect  upon  the  senators ;  pereehrhsg 
whichi  I  poshed  my  advantage  by  exclaiming  with  an 
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air  of  enthusiasm, '  Tonr  best  waj,  fathers,  would  be 
to  offer  a  reward  for  the  tyrant's  head,  josi  as  yon 
would  for  that  of  a  wild  beast.  Somebody  or  other 
will  be  sure  to  bring  it  in  to  yon,  for  the  sake  of  the 
money/  They  unanimously  applanded  me,  with  a 
great  appearance  of  ravishment ;  and  continuing  my 
discourse,  'Well  then,'  said  I,  'when  Maximin  is 
once  out  of  the  way,  nothing  can  be  more  natorri 
than  for  you  to  elect  the  two  Gordians  in  his  stead/ 
'Undoubtedly/  cried  they,  finding  the  use  of  their 
tongues  for  the  first  time  that  night.  *  How,  indeed, 
conld you  make  a  better  choice?' said  I ;  'the father, 
by  his  courage  and  activity  is  so  admirably  adapted 
to  become  your  leader  in  the  wars,  while  the  rigid 
morality  of  the  son  will  form  an  example  for  your 
imitation  in  times  of  peace/  This  speech  was 
received  with  ecstacy ;  fifty  thousand  sesterces  were 
voted  as  the  price  of  the  tyrant's  bead ;  the  Grordiani 
were  declared  duly  elected  emperors ;  the  conclave 
was  dissolved,  and  the  members  thereof  sneaked 
home  quietly/' 

''And  what  of  the  Prsefect?"  said  Piso;  "are 
these  extraordinary  transactions  known  to  him,  or 
not?" 

''That  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  business," 
replied  the  consul ;  '^  I  was  just  going  to  tell  you, 
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that  in  the  same  letters  which  infonned  me  of  the 
revolt  io  Africa,  and  which  were  signed  b;  the  new 
emperors  thems^ves,  there  was  a  passage  eojoiiuiig 
me  to  put  the  Prsefect  to  death  without  delay,  but 
leaving  the  manner  of  his  execation  to  myself,  and 
merely  hinting  that  it  might  be  best  to  assassinate  him 
privately,  before  the  news  of  the  revolution  reached 
his  ears.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  I  took  so  moch 
care  to  convene  the  senate  secretly,  and  I  trust  thst 
he  has  not  as  yet  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  meet- 
ing which  took  place." 

'<And  when  and  where  do  you  propose  patting 
him  to  death?''  asked  Calpumius  Piso  quietly. 

"  Please  the  gods,  it  shall  be  done  to-morrow 
morning  early/'  answered  the  consular  personage, 
**  and  in  the  following  way :  I  shall  write  a  loogi 
rambling,  rhodomontade  letter  about  nothing,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  mandate  from  the  reigning  prince,— 
Maximin,  I  mean,  —  to  his  beloved  servant  the  Pne- 
torian  Prsefect,  and  Governor  of  Rome.  This  epistk 
bearing  the  imperial  seal,  —  which  I  can  contrive  to 
forge,  —  shall  be  forwarded  as  directed,  and  as  if 
coming  from  the  royal  camp^  by  the  hands  of  some 
persons  in  whom  I  can  confide,  and  who  will  have 
previously  received  my  instructions  how  to  act 
Then,  while  the  wretched  man  is  engaged  in  the 
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perusal  of  this  fancied  commnnication  from  his  sove- 
ragn,  the  bearers  of  the  same  will  fall  upoD  him  sud- 
denly, and  when  he  least  expects  such  an  attack; 
stabbing  him  in  the  back,  according  to  my  express 
commands,  and  despatching  him  with  a  multitude  of 
wounds ;  after  which  I  shall  giro  out  that  this  horrid 
and  barbarous  murder  was  perpetrated  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  Maximin  himself;  nor  will  any  one 
disbelieve  the  tale,  nothing  being  more  common  than 
for  that  prince  to  exterminate  his  best  friends  in  the 
same  way." 

''Admirable!"  cried  Calpurnius  Piso  and  Scribo- 
nius  Mummius,  in  a  breath  ;  "  nothing  can  be  better 
than  the  plan,  and  we  trust  you  will  succeed." 

'^  I  doobt  not  that  we  shall,"  replied  the  consul. 
"  Be  prepared,  therefore,  both  of  you,  to  come  forth 
from  year  hiding-place,  and  join  the  revolotionists, 
as  soon  as  you  hear  the  cry  of  liberty  raised  in  the 
streets,  or  see  the  head  of  the  tyrant  borne  on  the  top 
of  a  long  pole,  and  followed  by  an  immense  crowd  of 
applauding  citizens.  And  now,  farewell,"  added  he, 
"for  I  must  be  off." 

So  saying,  he  departed,  leaving  the  (so  lately 
miiserable)  tenants  of  the  garret,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
delight.  And  here  I  must  take  occasion  to  observe, 
that  owing  to  the  abropt  entrance  of  this  worthy 
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man  and  aotWe  magistrate,  Piso's  namtive  was 
interrnpted  at  an  interetting  point ;  and  as  it  so  hap- 
pened  tfaat  he  yras  never  called  npon  to  renev  it 
afterwards,  it  r^nains  unknown  even  onto  tbis  daj, 
bj  what  means  he  escaped  from  his  imprisoBment  in 
the  royal  camp,  how  he  returned  to  the  metropolii, 
and  what  clew  led  him  to  the  detection  of  his  aocie 
in  his  obscure  hiding-place.  These  awful  myitnies 
may  still  therefore  afford  food  for  antiquarian  speev- 
lation  and  research. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE   BBATS8T   OF   HER  SEX. 

At  an  early  boar,  the  moroiog  after  this  interview 
between  the  three  conspirators,  Lanrentia  Ognlnia 
was  sitting  tite  a  tite  with  her  friend  Thusnelda  in 
the  apartment  which  I  have  before  termed  their 
boudoir,  and  which  for  the  elegant  trumpery  of  its 
decorations  was  by  no  means  nnworthy  of  the  name. 
Instead  of  the  modern  work-table  and  tambouring 
frame,  the  Soman  ladies  were,  however,  each  of 
them  {HTovided  with  a  loom  and  distaff,  by  the  aid  of 
which  they  were*  apparently  fabricating  some  long, 
beavy,  and  rather  coarse-looking  pieces  of  woollen 
cloth.  And  as  they  thus  sat  at  their  work,  they  con* 
versed,  as  was  th^ir  wont,  upon  a  variety  of  important 
and  mteresting  themes. 

^I  shall  be  glad,"  said  Lanrentia  Ogulnia,  ^'  when 
I  have,  finbhed  this  piece  of  cloth ;  it  has  been  a 
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difficult  undertaking  and  a  t«dions  one;  nevertheless, 
I  have  now  got  nearly  to  the  end." 

*^  I  think  you  said  you  intended  it  to  make  a  new 
tunic  for  the  Prsefc^t,"  observed  Thusnelda  listlessly, 
and  as  if  she  hardly  heard  her  own  words. 

'^  I  did/'  replied  the  matron,  with  solemnity, 
"  and  I  have  not  altered  my  design.  How  delighted 
the  dear  man  will  he"  added  she,  ''  when  he  finds  I 
have  been  labouring  with  my  own  fair  hands  upon  the 
materials  of  a  new  dress,  to  supply  the  one  which,  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  he  has  worn  constantly  neit 
his  skin  (without  washing)  for  the  last  six  months." 

"Indeed/'  said  Thusnelda,  ''I  could  not  help 
thinking,  the  last  time  I  sat  near  him,  he  would  be 
the  better  for  a  change/' 

"Poor  fellow!"  exclaimed  the  dame;  "he  ku 
been  obliged  to  sprinkle  himself  with  perfumes  two 
or  three  times  a  day  for  some  time  past  However," 
added  she,  with  a  smile,  "  it  is  some  comfort  to  ttunk 
that  the  great  Augustus  was  often  in  the  same  pie- 
dicament  himself,  and  that  hb  wife,  Livia,  used  ereiy 
now  and  then  to  relieve  his  wants  by  weaving  hin  & 
new  dress; — it  was,  indeed,  partly  in  imitation  at 
that  exemplary  matron  that  I-  took  to  the  loom  my 
self/'   • 

"  I  am  glad  to  find,'!  said  Thusnelda^  "  tbat  yon 
are  on  such  good  terms  with  your  spouse*  in  spile  of 
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the  little  differences  which  have,  I  believe,  occasion- 
ally subsisted  between  you  for  some  years  part/' 

''Ofay  we  are  the  best  friends  in  the  world  at 
present/'  replied  the  dame.  **  Vitalianus  is  a  man  of 
sense,  and  knows  his  own  interest ;  if  he  parted  with 
me,  he  must  return  my  whole  dowry,  which  is  consi* 
derable.  Besides,  though  we  sometimes  disagree, 
we  are  well  suited  to  each  other  in  the  main.  And 
then,  you  know,  there  is  Basil  ides  always  at  hand, 
and  ready  to  act  the  mediator  when  we  happen  to  fall 
out" 

"  What  a  strange  thing  that  was,"  said  Thusnelda, 
''  of  his  resurrection  from  the  dead.'' 

**'  Strange,"  repeated  the  matron,  *^  how  strange  ? 
— why,  he  was  never  dead  at  all." 

''But  we  all  thought  him  so;  you,  among  the 
rest." 

''True;  we  were  all  silly  enough  to  believe  what 
we  were  told  by  Scribonius  Mummius ;  —  that  crack- 
brained  pedant,  who  probably  did  not  know,  what  he 
was  talking  about  at  the  time,  or  at  least  had  so  little 
discernment  as  to  mistake  a  fainting  fit  for  death 
itself.  The  fit  did  not  last  three  minutes  after  all, 
though  the  dear  man  very  prudently  remained  behind 
the  scenes  during  the  remainder  of  the  night." 

"Alas,  what  a  night  was  that!"  said  Thusnelda, 
thoughtfully. 
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<' Terrible!"  said  Laureatia  Ofulma,  "^ and  Ik 
days  wbich  followed  it,  too/'  Thea,  after  a  ihait 
paoaa,  '*  I  woader/'  added  she..  **  wbal  has  UicoM  of 
Aat  poor  wretch,  Calpnniitta  Piao?  I 
hearing  that  after  a  short  confioeneiit  in  the  ] 
tine,  he  was  sent  chained  on  one  of  the  pnUic  car* 
riages  to  the  empeior's  camp.  ProbiUy  the  seve- 
reign  cansed  him  to  be  sewed  np  fn  the  skin  of  a  wiU 
beast  and  hunted  to  death ;  if  so,  il  was  a  fata  whisk 
he  certabiy  desenred ;  yet  such  is  the  teadamass  sf 
my  heart,  that  I  cannot  help  dropping  a  tear  to  Ui 
memory,  even  at  tins  distance  of  time/' 

So  saying,  and  without  paying  any  attantson  lo  the 
doleful  countenance  of  her  companion,  she  blew  her 
nose,  and  went  on  with  her  work*  Nevorthdeai^  as 
her  tongue  was  seldom  qniet  for  more  than  a  aecoad 
at  a  time,  she  soon  reverted  to  th^  same  subject,  lad 
without  raising  her  eyes  from  the  loom,  chatted  away 
as  briskly  as  befote. 

«'  Do  yoQ  know,  my  dear  Thasnelda,"  said  tkB,  **  I 
once  thought  yon  had  a  sort  of  predilection  for  that 
rebellious  young  reprobate  yoarsdf.  Bat  I  now 
think  I  must  haye  been  mistaken ;  for  thoagli  joa 
certainly  seemed  a  good  deal  affected  whea  yea 
heard  of  his  arrest^  yea  did  not  behave  yoaiaalf  so 
mnch  like  a  mad  wonmi  as  yon  would  have  deamkad 
you  been  actuated  by  a  genuine  sentiment  ef 
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Whit  woald  have  been  my  own  conduct,  ftMr  example, 
writer  the  same  circniiistances?    I  should  have  nm 
fraalio  aboat  the  house,  shrieking  at  the  very  top  of 
my  ToJee,  —  pulling  out  whole  handfals  of  hair  from 
my  hkad,  —  dashing  myself  against  the  walls,  and 
tomUing  down  slairs  head  foremost.    I  shenld  have 
tet  every  body  see  that  I  was  in  grief.     Now  instead 
of  that,  you  went  directly  and  shut  yourself  np  in 
yoorown  room,  wtthont  saying  a  word,  or  uttering  a 
shriek  worth  speaking  of;  and  there  you  remained 
all  day  long,  for  nearly  a  whole  month,  moping  by 
yoaraelf,  —  eating  little,  drinking   less*   and  refus- 
ing to  let  any  one  in  to  comfort  you.    And  when 
at  last  you  did  come  out  and  show  yourself,  I  re- 
member that  you  still  exhibited  no  signs  of  vehement 
distress.    Your  lovely  green  eyes  may  have  looked 
a  little  red,  perhaps,  —  and  indeed,  I  tbiork  they  did ; 
—  you  also  looked  a  little  palish,  and  not  ^ite  so 
phunp  as  formerly.    But  that  was  all ; — there  was 
no  other  perceptible  difference;— -even  your  hair  was 
ID  good  order,  done  np  neatly  as  in  ordinary;  not 
hanging  dishevelled  about  your  shoulders,  as  it  should 
have  been; — lieithev-was  your  dress  neglected,  nor 
yovr  bands  unwashed.    I  cannot  believe,  tfaerefore, 
that  you  had  ever  been  seriously  in  love,  or  that  the 
loss  €Kf  your  lover  had  made  any  considerable  impres- 
sion  upon  your  mind." 

VOL.  II.  o 
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To  this  harangaci  Thosnelda  listened  with  a  down* 
cast  eye,  and  in  complete  silence.  Neither,  indeed, 
would  she  have  found  time  for  making  a  reply,  eTcn 
had  she  been  so  inclined,  for  her  companion  had 
scarcely  done  speaking,  when  a  strange  clatter  of 
voices  became  audible,  in  the  midst  of  which,  one 
louder  than  the  rest,  was  heard  to  exclaim,  **  Where 
is  Laurhentia  Hogulnia  ?  Hi  must  see  her  this  bin- 
stant ! — Hi  ham  her  friend, — her  dear  friend, — and 
Hi  will  see  her  this  hinstant/^ 

*'  Edepol!  "  cried  the  great  lady,  making  use  of  a 
fashionable  oath;  **  what  can  be  the  matter?  That  is 
Basilides,  I  am  sure ;  but  he  comes  unusually  early, 
and  I  suppose  those  impertinent  janitors  will  not  let 
him  in." 

The  door  now  flew  open,  and  in  rushed  Basilidei, 
looking  like  a  maniac,  with  his  eyes  starting  out  of 
their  sockets,  and  his  hair  standing  upright  on  Us 
head.  He  was  in  a  state  of  perturbation  quite  awful 
to  behold. 

''  Oh,  ye  gods!"  ejaculated  the  matron;  ''what 
is  all  this  about?" 

''  Hactum  Ae^^'  — hall  is  lost!''  cried  the  Syrian 
in  a  voice  of  woe* 

"  All  is  lost !"  repeated  the  lady,  ''  what  u  lost? 
— what  do  you  mean,  you  simpleton  V* 
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<'  Hall  is  lost !  hall  is  lost  !*'  reiterated  the  Panto- 
mimus  with  a  distracted  air. 

**  Dii  imtnartale$r  exclaimed  Laarentia  Oguloia; 
''  was  any  thing  e^er  seen  like  this  ?  Do  you  mean 
to  stand  there  for  ever,  repeating  the  same  unmean- 
ing nonsense  over  and  over  again?  Come,  come,  be 
more  of  a  man,  and  tell  us  what  has  frightened 
you.'' 

This  adjuration  was  not  lost  upon  Basilides,  who, 
bewildered  as  he  was,  still  retained  enough  presence 
of  mind  to  know  that  the  august  lady  was  somewhat 
easily  exasperated,  and  that  when  once  her  passions 
were  up,  a  friend,  a  foe,  or  even  a  lover,  met  with 
little  difference  of  treatment  at  her  hands.  Having, 
therefore,  **  graced''  the  opening  of  hb  speech  with 
''  decent  horror,''  he  went  on  to  explain  more  calmly 
that  the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar  in  consequence 
of  a  most  diabolical  attempt  which  had  just  been 
made  upon  the  life  of  the  Praefect, —  he  knew  not  by 
whom,  or  in  what  place,  —  and  that  although  it  was 
generally  reported  the  attempt  had  failed,  those  were 
not  wanting  who  affirmed  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact. 
"  Some  say,"  adcled  he,  ''  that  this  orrid  hact  was 
committed  by  the  hexpress  borders  of  the  hemperor ; 
bothers  declare  that  it  was  hall  done  by  the  consul, 
who  haspires  to  the  supreme  hauthority  himself,  and 
o2 
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wishes  to  dethrone  Maximin.    For  my  hown  part, 
owever,  I  know  not  which  is  right'' 

Horrified  at  the  intelligeQce,  Lanrentia  Ogufaiia 
hegan  vending  her  garments,  and  plucking  up  her 
hair  by  the  root8«  **  Miserable  woman  that  I  am/' 
cried  she,  whilst  thns  occupied, ''  if  my  beloved  hus- 
band is  slain  at  last,  I  shall  infallibly  be  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  a  private  individual,  and  tamed  out 
of  the  palace,  where  I  have  lived  so  long.  Bat, 
Basilides/'  she  continued,  addressing  hersdf  to  the 
mimic,  **  what  is  yoor  own  opinion  conoermag  the 
fate  of  my  adored  lord?"  Do  yon  believe  him 
to  be  dead,  or  do  yon  think  it  probable  that  he  has 
escaped  V* 

"  I  think  it  the  most  likely  that  he  has  hescaped^ 
replied  Basilides,  "  for  he  was  iialways  hapt  to  be 
lucky.  Owever,"  continued  he,  ''  I  must  say  that 
several  very  honourable  persons  hassnred  me  that 
they  had  hactually  seen  his  ead  borne  on  the  top  of  a 
long  pole  through  the  chief  streets  of  the  city." 

Laurentia  Ogulnia  uttered  a  shrill  shriek.  "  Oh, 
then  I  fear  his  fate  is  sealed,"  cried  she,  **  and  I  oaj 
add  my  own.    I  shall  be  turned  out  of  the  palace.** 

At  this  interesting  epoch,  another  visitor  vai 
ushered  into  the  apartment ;  it  was  a  conceited-look- 
ing personage,  who,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  hb 
puppyism,  bore  traces  of  consternation  in  his  eoonte- 
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nance.  Making  a  variety  of  strange  grimaces  as  he 
hopped  into  the  room,  **  I  trust  I  have  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  two  most  beantifnl  women  in  the  world  in 
the  enjoyment  of  complete  health  and  happinesSt" 
said  be,  bowing  to  the  great  lady  and  her  companion, 
as  he  spoke. 

*'  Oh,  Puppius,  I  am  glad  you  are  come/'  said  the 
former,  in  her  anxiety  to  obtain  intelligence  of  what 
was  passing  without. 

**  A  thousand  thanks  for  saying  so,"  replied  the 
swell,  simpering  and  taking  the  compliment  to  him^ 
self;  '*  assuredly,  O  Laurentia,  you  aire  the  most 
amiable  and  condescending  of  your  sex/' 

"  Bomhax  /"  cried  the  distressed  wife.  ''  These 
compliments  are  ill  timed.  What  news  of  my  hus- 
band ? — that  is  the  point  at  present.  Tell  me  whether 
it  is  true  that  his  head  has  been  cut  off,  and  carried 
through  the  streets  on  the  top  of  a  pole,  for  the 
recreation  of  die  citizens  ?" 

"  And  whether  it  is  likely  that  the  divine  Hogul*^ 
nia  will  be  turned  hout  of  her  house  V*  added  the 
Antiochian. 

**  Oh  monstrous !"  exclaimed  Vibius  Puppius, 
''  who  would  venture  to  commit  such  horrid  outrages? 
The  very  gods  would  descend  to  avenge  them,  sitting 
on  a  wet  cloud/' 

**  Do  you  deny  the  fact^  then  ?"  cried  the  great 
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lady  io  a  load  ¥oicey  '^speak,  you  iototeraUe  cox- 
comhf  and  tell  me  what  you  know !" 

The  energy  of  this  commaDd,  as  usaal,  produced 
its  effect.  Lowering  his  tone  considerably,  "It  is 
true/'  said  Vibios  Pappins,  **  that  ont  lord  and  god  * 
hath  met  with  a  slight  accident  —  *' 

"  Those  terms/'  interrupted  Laurentia  Ogelnia, 
*'  are  very  fffoperly  appUed ;  my  husband  (if  alive) 
would  approve  of  your  making  use  of  them." 

*'  A  slight  accident,"  repeated  the  fop ;  **  nothing 
but  a  slight  accident,  which  need  not  terrify  yoa  in 
the  least ;  and  I  give  you  my  assurance,  that  so  far 
from  bebg  decapitated,  I  saw  him  not  ten  annates 
since,  not  only  in  the  enjoyment  of  complete  health, 
but  also  of  more  than  an  ordinary  portion  of  vigour 
99A  activity." 

'*  Thanks  to  the  gods !"  cried  Laurentia,  devoutly, 
"  then  I  shall  still  dwell  in  the  palace.  But  tell  me, 
my  dear  Pappius,"  continued  she,  ''  how  this  fake 
report  originated  in  the  city  V* 

**  It  was  not  altogejLher  false,"  replied  Vibios  Pap- 
pins,  ''or  at  least  like  most  other  reports,  it  was 
founded  in  truth;  for  a  very  serious  attack  has 
actually  been  made  upon  your  husband's  life,  thoogb 

*  The  Emperor  Domitisn  was  always  addressed  by  these  tides. 
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be  has  managed  to  evade  it  And  the  facts  of  the 
case  are  these,  —  which,  if  it  pleases  yon,  I  will 
relate/' 

"  Speak  out/'  said  the  aagnst  dame,  '*  but  make 
haste ;  for  I  am  impatient" 

"  Never  fear,  loveliest  of  your  sex,"  said  the 
puppy,  "  year  wishes  are  my  law :  I  will  employ  as 
few  words  as  possible.  Ton  mast  know,  then," 
continaed  he,  *^  that  onr  lord  and  god  having  finished 
his  breakfast  this  morning,  went  forth  to  refresh  him- 
self with  a  walk  in  one  of  the  public  porticoes,  adja- 
cent to  the  Forum." 

**  I  know  that  already,"  mattered  the  dame. 

'^  Undoubtedly  you  do,  beautiful  nymph,"  rejoined 
the  youth,  *'  for  he  had  the  inexpressible  happiness 
of  breakfasting  with  yourself.  But  in  order  to  make 
my  story  intelligible,  it  was  necessary  that  I  should 
begin  with  this  circumstance,  and  I  trust  you  will 
forgive  me  for  repeating  it" 

"  Well,  well,  go  on,"  cried  the  impatient  wife. 

'*  Whilst  he  was  thus  walking  in  the  portico,  all 
by  himself,"  continued  Vibius  Puppius,  "  who  should 
he  see  coming  up  to  him  but  Quintus  Verus,  the 
quaestor,  holding  a  letter  in  his  hand,  and  followed 
by  several  tall  stout  men,  completely  armed. 
'  What  dost  thou  want  with  me,  O  Veras  V  said  our 
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lord  and  god,  in  a  commanding  tone  of  voice.  '  I 
bring  you  a  mandatory  from  the  emperor/  replied  the 
wicked  and  insidious  man/' 

*'  I  told  yott  it  was  the  hemperor  who  bordered 
it/*  said  Basilides  aside  to  his  fair  friend. 

'*  Now  it  seems  that  when  our  lord  and  god  re> 
ceived  this  answer/'  resumed  the  story-teller,  **  he 
suspected  something  wrong,  for  he  knew  that  letten 
from  the  emperor  generally  came  straight  to  himself, 
instead  of  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  infmor 
magistrates,  as  was  implied.  Nevertheless,  without 
betraying  his  suspicions,  he,  with  the  most  astontshiag 
presence  of  mind,  told  the  quaestor,  that  as  the 
epistle  of  the  emperor  might  be  of  some  length,  and 
take  some  time  in  the  perusal,  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  for  them  to  remove  from  the  portico  iaio 
one  of  the  basilica  on  the  other  side  of  the  fonm, 
where  he  should  be  able  to  examine  it  more  at  ke 
sure,  and  with  less  danger  of  interruption.  '  For,' 
said  he,  '  I  have  appointed  the  officers  of  my  guard 
to  come  here  to  me,  to  receive  the  watch-word  for 
the  day,  and  I  am  in  expectation  of  their  arrival 
every  instant.'  The  qusestor,  whose  design  it  was  to 
despatch  our  lord  and  god  while  he  was  perusing  the 
letter,  and  who  feared  interruption  beyond  any  tiaaf 
else,  caught  eageriy  at  this  proposition  of  bis  siipe- 

^,  as  thinking  it  would  answer  his  purpose  to  a 
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tittle ;  and  they  acoordinglj)  all  set  oat  together, 
across  the  foroin,  on  their  way  to  tl|e  batiUca  oa  the 
opposite  side.  You  may  easily  oonoeive,  however, 
that  as  oar  lord  and  god  had  no  sort  of  intention  of 
being  assassinated  without  resistance,  either  in  the 
portico  or  the  biuilica,  he  soon  gave  them  the  slip/' 

"  Bat  did  he  not  assassinate  the  yillains  in  their 
torn  ?"  inquired  the  fond  matron,  anxionsly. 

''  He  did  better/'  replied  Yibios  Puppios.  *'  He 
ran  about  the  foram  like  a  madman,  bawling  out  that 
an  attempt  had  been  made  upon  his  life,  and  calling 
upon  all  good  citissens  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  to 
take  arms  in  his  defence.  Nor  did  he  fail  of  success ; 
for  although  it  is  well  known  that  our  lord  and  god  is 
hated  by  the  plebeians,  and  abominated  by  the  aris- 
tocracy, yet  as  he  still  holds  the  public  purse,  there 
are  many  in  both  classes  who  feel  very  reluctant  to 
abandon  him.  He  soon,  therefore,  raised  a  consider- 
able body  of  supporters,  and  putting  himself  at  their 
head,  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  Praetorian 
Camp,  where  he  called  out  his  guards,  reinforced 
by  whom  he  again  entered  the  city,  with  the  purpose, 
it  seems,  of  making  a  general  massacre  of  the  in- 
habitants, under  the  pretext  of  suppressing  the  in- 
sorrection  which  had  broken  out.  Unfortunately  the 
people  got  an  inkling  of  his  design,  and  rose  tumul- 
tuously  in  defence  of  their  lives.    The  city  guards 
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also,  who  have  a  natural  enmity  against  the  Pneto* 
rians^  joined  with  the  populace ;  while  Janios  Sjl- 
lanus  at  the  head  of  his  consular  bands,  espoused  the 
same  cause,  and  declared  his  determination  to  resist 
the  invasion  from  the  camp.^ 

**  And  what  has  been  the  upshot  of  ail  this?" 
asked  the  dame. 

"  Why,  jast  what  you  might  suppose,*"  replied 
Vibius  Puppius ;  *'  the  two  armies  have  encountered 
each  other  in  the  streets,  and  are  fighting  away  at 
this  minute,  with  the  fury  and  desperation  of  a  couple 
of  half-starved  dogs,  contending  for  the  possession  of 
a  bare  bone." 

**  Oh,  monstrous !"  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  *' why 
did  not  you  tell  me  this  before  V* 

"  I  was  coming  to  it  by  degrees,"  said  the  swell, 
"  but  I  did  not  think  there  could  be  much  hurry,  as 
the  two  parties  are  pretty  equally  matched,  and  will,  in 
all  probability,  continue  fighting  for  a  long  while  be- 
fore the  contest  is  decided." 

"  Nevertheless,  no  time  should  be  lost,"  said  the 
lady,  '*  in  love  and  war,  prompt  measures  are  the 
best;  and  never  shall  it  be  said  of  Laurentia  Ogul- 
nia, that  she  abandoned  her  husband  in  the  hour  of 
his  need."  Then  turning  towards  the  door,  "alavesf 
cried  she  in  a  loud  voice,  "  bring  me  my  arms!— I 
am  going  to  the  wars!" 
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''  Papm! — \&  it  possible?"  exclaimed  Vibins  Pup- 
pias,  shrugging  up  his  shoulders  to  his  ears, 

"  Let  me  himplore  you  not  to  hexpose  jour  hin- 
valnable  life !"  said  Basilides^  dropping  on  his  knee. 

**  For  heaven's  sake  do  not  act  in  a  manner  so  un- 
feminine!"  said  Thusneldui  in  a  tone  of  entreaty 
mingled  with  astonishment. 

"Slaves ! — villains ! — miscreants ! — bring  me  my 
arms  V*  reiterated  the  brave  lady  in  a  voice  of  thun- 
der,  stamping  on  the  floor,  and  throwing  herself  into 
all  sorts  of  extraordinary  attitudes  as  she  spoke. 

Two  or  three  attendants  now  came  running  in,  in 
great  haste,  loaded  with  a  quantity  of  bright,  shining 
steel  armour,  and  a  long  spear.  Saluting  the  first 
of  them  who  entered,  with  a  box  on  the  ear,  '^  Lazy 
knave!''  exclaimed  the  lady,  why  did  you  not  come 
sooner, — when  I  first  called  ?  Really  one  would  think 
yoo  had  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tiber,  instead 
of  stationed  in  the  anti-chamber.  But  you  are  all  as 
deaf  as  posts.  Come,  come,  help  me  on  with  my 
corslet,"  added  she ;  "  what  do  you  stand  idly  there 
for,  instead  of  officiating  as  you  ought?" 

But  neither  Vibius  Puppius  nor  Basilides  would 
permit  the  menials  to  perform  offices  which  they  were 
capable  of  rendering  themselves.  While,  therefore, 
they  remonstrated  with  their  sweet  friend  on  the 
imprudence  of  the  step  which  she  was  about  to  take^ 
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they  nevertheless  kept  helping  her  on  with  her  ac- 
coutrements, and  preparing  her.  for  the  field. 

**  Dii  immortales  I  how  heavy  this  hehnet  is,"  said 
"Vibius  Pappios,  as  he  raised  it  in  his  hands,  **  snrdy 
yonr  poor  little  delicate  head  will  be  omshed  beneath 
its  weight/' 

''  Vah  !  vah  I — ^stnff  and  nonsense  \ — I  am  used  to 
it/'  cried  the  dame. 

''  And  this  corslet/*  said  Basilides ;  **  hassnredly  it 
must  weigh  some  pounds  more  thah  tiiat  which  I 
wear  when  I  hact  the  part  of  Ector  in  the  Trojan 
Orse/' 

''Never  mind, — buckle  it  on/'  said  LaoreatSa 
Ogulnia,  ''there,  thete, —  that  will  do, — now  yoa 
have  made  it  fast,  and  I  feel  quite  comfortable." 

"Comfortable!  oh  ye  gods!"  ejaculated  Vibins 
Puppius,  with  a  groan. 

**  Give  me  my  shield  !*'  cried  the  heroine  in  a  gruff 
voice.  And  here  it  may  be  observed,  that  ever  since 
the  commencement  of  her  preparations  for  the  fidd, 
she  had  spoken  in  a  tone  several  notes  lower  than  was 
her  ordinary  wont. 

''  Here  it  is,"  said  Basilides,  "  and  the  swift-footed 
Hachilles  never  had  a  bigger  one." 

"  So  much  the  better/'  answered  the  matron,  **  it 
will  protect  me  from  the  darts  and  arrows  thrown  by 
the  catapults  of  the  enemy/' 
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*'  And  this  mighty  sword,  and  long  jayelin/'  said 
Vibins  Puppias»  **  are  they  intended  for  yonr 
use?" 

"  Undoubtedly/'  replied  the  fragile  female;  ''how 
could  I  do  without  them  on  the  field  of  blood?" 

Her  equipment  being  now  finished,  she  presented 
an  appearance  truly  extraordinary,  if  not  absolutely 
laughable ;  with  the  upper  portion  of  her  short,  squat 
form  encased  in  a  bright  steel  cuirass,  beneath  which 
descended  the  drapery  of  her  stole,  or  petticoat ;  her 
head  covered  with  an  immense  casque,  of  the  true 
classical  shape,  and  surmounted  with  a  plume  of  sable 
feathers,  three  feet  high;  while  the  sabre  by  her 
side,  the  buckler  on  her  arm,  and  the  javelin  in  her 
hand,  were  all  and  each  of  a  magnitude  proportion- 
able to  the  rest  of  her  accoutrements. 

When  all  was  done,  *'  This  is  the  dress,''  said  she, 
**  which  I  wear  when  I  fight  with  the  gladiators. 
How  lucky  it  was  that  I  had  it  at  hand !  and  how 
rejoiced  my  dear  husband  will  be  when  he  sees  me 
coming  to  him  arrayed  in  it !" 

''  Brave  woman,  you  are  a  pattern  for  yonr  sex  V 
exclaimed  Vibius  Puppius  and  Basilides,  in  the  same 
voice. 

''  And  now,"  continued  the  lady,  addressing  her 
two  friends,  '^  which  of  you  will  accompany  me  to  the 
field?" 
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This  queetioo  seemed  to  startle  them  both.  Look- 
ing first  to  ooe  side,  and  then  to  the  othar,  they 
seemed  at  a  loss  for  a  reply.  At  last,  Vibias  Pnp- 
piosy  assumed  a  simperidg  and  mysterious  air,  and 
endeavoured  to  excuse  himself  by  saying,  that— 
unfortunately— he  had  a  particular  engagements- 
there  was  a  lady  in  the  case, — and  he  coold  not  be 
off;  while  Baailides  muttered  with  less  confidence, 
though  probably  more  truth,  that — unluckily — owing 
to  the  severity  of  the  last  fli^^ging  which  be  had  re- 
ceived upon  the  stage, — his  back  and  limbs  were  so 
sore  and  stiff  that  he  could  scarcely  walk.  Bat  no 
sooner  were  these  subterfuges  advanced,  than  they 
were  detected.  Stamping  with  her  toot,  frowoiag 
awfully,  and  shaking  her  spear,  ''False  cowards!'* 
cried  the  Amaaon,  in  a  load  voice,  "  what  do  yon 
mean? — what  engagement — ^what  lady, can  be  of  more 
consequence  than  myself? — ^and  how  can  a  flogging 
on  a  man's  back  prevent  him  from  making  use  of  his 
legs  ? — vah  !  vah  !    I  am  ashamed  of  you/' 

After  this  explosion  of  wrath,  turning  to  Thos- 
nelda,  who  still  stood  by,  watohiog  her  proceedings 
with  a  degree  of  wonderment  not  to  be  described, 
"  As  for  you,  my  young  friend,"  said  she,  ''  I  do  not 
ask  you  to  go  with  me  at  all ;  you  are  an  uneducated 
nymph,  and  have  never  learnt  to  fight. 
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where  yoa  are,  therefore,  and  I  will  return  to  yoa 
after  the  battle^  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  be 
spared!''  Then,  waving  her  laoce,  and  glancing 
towards  her  two  beaux,  with  a  look  of  ineffable  con- 
tempt,  **  Victory,  or  death !"  cried  she,  in  a  voice 
which  resounded  through  the  room ;  and  with  a  slow, 
solemn,  measured  step,  was  preparing  to  depart, 
when,  touched  by  some  feeling  of  shame,  or  manliness, 
the  aforesaid  beaux  both  came  forward  at  the  same 
time,  threw  themselves  at  her  feet,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Noble  woman,  you  have  conquered !  We  will 
both  perish  in  your  cause  !" 

It  was  now  settled  that  the  two  devoted  swains 
should  be  provided  with  such  weapons  as  they  re- 
quired from  the  Prssfect's  armoury »  which  was  close 
at  hand,  and  amply  furnished.  '^  Go,  brave  men," 
said  their  patroness  ;  '^  go  and  arm  yourselves  with 
care.  Make  good  haste,  however;  for  though  you 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  redeemed  yourselves  in 
my  opinion,  by  the  warmth  of  the  declaration  you 
have  just  made,  yet,  should  you  employ  more  time 
than  necessary,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  help  suspecting 
that  you  are  still  inclined  to  leave  me  in  the  lurch." 
Then,  seeing  they  were  gone,  *^  Slaves !"  said  she, 
*'  bring  me  a  bowl  of  wine,  and  see  that  it  be  potent ; 
it  will  do  me  good.     I  am  not  intemperate,"  added 
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she^  addressing  herself  to  Thasnelda,  "  bat  we  war- 
riors are  justly  entitled  to  drink  more  freely  than 
ordinary  men." 

The  wine  was  now  brought,  and  scarcely  had  she 
done  quaffing  it,  when  Vibias  Puppius  and  Basilides 
re-appeared,  armed  in  a  manner  little  less  formidable 
than  herself.  ''Well  done!"  cried  she,  with  energy, 
**  you  have  made  good  haste ;  you  have  proved  your- 
selves men ;  so  now  let  us  be  off." 


END   OF   VOL.   II. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE   FIELD   OF   BLOOD. 


In  another  minnte  the  trio  were  in  the  streets.  Bat 
I  shall  not  pause  to  describe  their  progress  Jtawards 
the  scene  of  action^  which  lay  in  a  somewhat  remote 
quarter  of  the  metropolis.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that 
after  encountering  all  manner  of  obstacles,  owing  to 
the  crowded  and  tumultuous  state  of  the  streets, 
they  at  length  reached  the  valley  situated  between 
the  Viminal  and  Quirinal  Hills,  where  the  two  fac- 
tions were  engaged  in  close  warfare,  band  to  hand ; 
the  Prsdfect  at  the  head  of  his  Prsatorians  having  pe- 
netrated thus  far  from  the  camp  towards  the  centre 
of  the  city,  while  Junius  Syllanns  had  conducted  the 
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consular  troops  to  the  same  point,  and  there  checked 
his  farther  advance. 

It  was  now  that  Yibius  Puppius  proved  himself  a 
more  skilful  pilot,  and  dexterous  tactician,  than  coald 
have  been  expected,  from  the  absurdity  of  his  cha- 
racter. Avoiding  the  uproar  in  the  chief  streets,  he 
led  his  companions  through  several  bye-lanes  and  bKiid 
alleys,  which,  though  far  from  empty,  were  not  so 
much  crowded  as  to  be.  impassable  by  three  stalwart 
individuals,  well  practised  in  the  art  of  elbowing. 
These  obscure  passages,  diverging  from  the  valley  to 
the  right,  led  up  the  side  of  the  Viminal,  and  woood 
along  its  summit,  thus  enabling  the  wayfarers  to  avoid 
all  contact  with  the  consular  troops,  and  reach  the 
spot  occupied  by  their  own  friends,  a  few  hundred 
yards  farther  in  advance. 

As  they  elbowed  along,  Laurentia  Ogulnia  kept 
conversing  with  her  companions  with  much  calmiies 
and  composure,  though  in  a  hoarse,  croaking  voice, 
partly  occasioned  by  the  fatigue  of  her  journey,  and 
partly  by  that  affectation  of  manliness  which  she 
deemed  suitable  to  the  virile  garb. 

"  It  was  lucky,  my  man,"  said  she,  specially  ad- 
dressing herself,  to  Yibius  Puppius,  **it  was  lucky, 
my  man,  you  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  bringing  tf 
through  these  bye-lanes,  dirty  and  disagreeable  as 
they  are;   for  we  should,  inevitably,  have  got  ioto 
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the  midst  of  the  consular  troops,  who  woald  have 
taken  us  prisoners,  or,  perhaps,  murdered  us  ou^ 
right,  had  we  remained  down  below." 

"  Sweet  woman !" — commenced  the  other  in  reply ; 
but  scarcely  had  he  pronounced  the  words,  when  the 
heroine  interrupted  him,  by  exclaiming,  with  alarm- 
ing energy,  **  Woman ! — what  do  you  mean  ? — I 
would  have  you  to  understand  I  am  no  woman  now. 
By  Hercules !  I  despise  the  whole  paltry  sex  as  much 
as  you  do  yourself!  What  is  the  use  of  them  in 
stirring  times  like  these  ?  ^  What  can  they  do  upon 
the  field  of  blood?" 

Then,  shouldering  her  spear,  and  holding  up  her 
stole  behind  her,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  disclose 
somewhat  a  larger  portion  of  her  legs  than  was, 
strictly  speaking  correct,  she  strode  through  the  mud 
with  redoubled  speed,  and  additional  sturdiness,  in 
order,  as  it  seemed,  to  prove  that  she  had  assumed 
all  the  characteristics  of  the  stronger  sex,  and  aban- 
doned those  of  her  own. 

"  Get  out  of  my  way !"  cried  she  to  a  huge  vaga- 
bond in  rags,  as  she  shouldered  him  aside,  '*  make 
room  for  your  betters,  or  I  will  knock  you  down ! — 
EcastcrV*  continued  she,  making  use  of  an  effeminate 
oath  in  her  haste,  **  Ec(istcr  !  what  an  abominable 
crowd  there  is  even  in  these  back  streets,  unfre- 
quented as  they  generally  are ;  and,  upon  my  Hfe,  I 
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think  the  peq>le  are  all  half  tipsy,  and  making  merrf, 
notwithstanding  the  marderous  work  which  is  going 
on  close  at  hand.  Do  you  hear  how  they  laogli,  and 
shout,  aiid  halloo  in  all  directions,  round  about  ?'' 

'^  They  do  so,  indeed,"  said  Vibius  Poppius ;  "  it  is 
an  unaccountable  aflair/' 

"  Look  at  those  two  wretched  women,  with  the  man 
between  them,  staggering  out  of  the  wine  shop/'  said 
Laurentia  Ogulnia.  ''  They  are,  evidently*  all 
three  in  an  intoxicated  slate.  See,  how  they  sway 
from  side  to  side ! — ^they  cannot  walk  straight.'^ 

'^  They  will  be  down  presently,"  said  Yibins  Pop- 
pius, *'  though  they  strive  to  hold  each  other  up.'* 

'*  Hinfamous  husseys !"  cried  Basilides»  '*  what 
does  it  signify  if  they  do  V 

While  they  thus  made  their  observations,  and 
uttered  their  remarks,  the  three  iriends  still  kept  pro- 
gressing Blohg  the  summit  of  the  Yiminal,  till  at 
length  having,  as  they  calculated,  passed  by  that  por- 
tion of  the  vale  below  occupied  by  the  consular 
troops,  they  again  began  to  descend  from  the  hiH,  and 
approach  the  scene  of  strife.  The  main  street  or 
thoroughfare  was,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  situated 
in  the  intermontium,  running  through  its  whole  ex- 
tent, from  east  to  west^  and  occupying  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  its  breadth.  When,  therefore,  Lanieotia 
Ogulnia  and  her  companions  descended  by  one  of 
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the  bye-lanes  80  often  mentioned,  towards  this  *'  great 
artery''  of  the  metropolis,  the  steep  declivity  of  their 
path  enabled  them  to  perceive  that  the  said  artery  was 
filled  with  dense  columns  of  troops,  which  they  imme- 
diately recognised  as  the  PrsBtorians,  while  the  houses 
on  each  side,  for  the  most  part  in8ul€B  of  the  largest 
sisie,  were  crowded  from  top  to  bottom,  at  every 
window  and  aperture,  with  innumerable  spectators ; 
who,  however,  to  all  appearance,  took  no  farther  in^ 
terest  in  what  was  going  on  below,  than  that  which 
might  be  felt  by  the  audience  of  a  theatre  or  a  circus, 
daring  the  performance  of  a  favourite  pantomine,  or 
a  well-matched  chariot-race.  The  van  of  the  troops 
seemed  to  be  in  contact  with  the  enemy ;  but  those 
behind,  owing  to  the  comparative  narrowness  of  the 
way,  (broad  as  it  was,  for  their  numbers  were  great) 
were  not  as  yet  actually  engaged,  though  very  evi- 
dently in  complete  preparation  for  the  strife,  and  only 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  put  themselves  forward 
in  support  of  their  companions. 

No  sooner  did  Laurentia  Ogulnia  descry  this  ani- 
mated scene,  than  her  eye  flashed  fire,  and  stamping 
fnriously  on  the  ground,  ^'  Victory  to  our  friends ! — 
dec^th  to  the  enemy !"  cried  she,  in  a  terrible  voice. 
Presently,  however,  she  added,  in  a  manner  some- 
what more  subdued, ''  but  how  shall  we  find  the  noble 
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Prafect  ?  What  station  does  he  occopy  upon  Uie  field 
of  blood?" 

**  Probably,"  suggested  Vlbius  Pappias,  "  oar  lord 
and  god  might  be  fonod  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
crimson  standard,  which  yon  perceive  flatters  in  the 
air  at  no  great  distance  from  ns.*' 

''  By  Hercules,  you  must  be  right !  What  a  fine 
fellow  yon  are/'  rejoined  the  Amason.  ''Come, 
come,  let  us  hasten  to  him,  and  offer  him  oor  sop- 
port." 

So  saying,  she  set  off,  elbowing  her  way  with  mnch 
energy,  and  extraordinary  success.  Meanwhile,  she 
kept  proclaiming  her  name  as  she  went.  '^  I  am 
Laurentia  Ogulnia!"  cried  she,  in  a  hoarse  voice; 
''make  way!  make  way!  I  am  your  leader's  best 
friend!  I  am  Laurentia  Ogulnia  herself!"  And  as 
her  name  and  quality  were  well  known  to  the  citix^is 
and  soldiery,  these  reiterated  proclamations  actaally 
had  the  effect  of  opening  a  passage  for  her  thitMigh 
the  crowd,  and  enabling  her  to  reach  her  noble 
spouse:  Vibius  Poppins  and  BasiUdes  followed  in 
her  wake. 

At  the  moment  of  her  arrival,  a  temporary  ranpeo* 
sion  of  hostilities  had  taken  place,  and  both  parties 
were,  in  a  manner,  resting  on  their  arms.  The  Pto* 
feet,  however,  who,  as  Vibius  Puppius  had  gaessed» 
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wKs  stiitianed  just  by  the  atandard^  near  the  middle  of 
the  street,  was  busily  employed  in  issuing  orders  to  a 
knot  of  officers,  whose  duties  may  haTe  been  some- 
what similar  to  those  of  modem  aides  de  camp^  and 
who,  after  receiving  them,  were  seen  to  start  off,  one 
by  one,  in  different  directions,  to  execute  his  com- 
mands. The  occupation  of  his  thoughts,  therefore, 
prevented  him  from  observing  the  approach  of  his 
wife  till  she  had  arrived  within  a  few  yards,  when  his 
attention  being  attracted  by  an  -unwonted  bustle 
amongst  the  troops,  he  looked  up,  and  perceived,  to 
his  astonishment,  a  short,  broad,  ambiguous-looking 
form,  half  male,  half  female,  coming  towards  him  at 
a  quick  pace,  though  with  a  measured  military  tread, 
and  which,  as  he  fancied,  bore  a  certain  indistinct 
resemblance  to  the  wife  of  his  heart  when  accoutred 
for  one  of  those  gladiatorial  contests  in  which  she, 
ever  and  anon,  privately  indulged.  '^Mehercuk!" 
said  he,  ''  who  is  this  ? — surely  it  cannot  be  my  Lau- 
rentia,  who  hath  thus  come  forth  in  public,  apparelled 
like  a  man  ?" 

'*  Yes,  but  it  is  though,*'  replied  the  sweet  lady, 
who  had  overheard  the  speech;  "I,  and  nobody 
else,"  added  she,  in  a  gruff,  loud,  harsh  voice,  quite 
different  from  that  in  which  she  generally  spoke. 

**  O  bone  I  is  it  possible?''  exclaimed  her  husband, 
with  a  look  of  unutterable  wonderment. 
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'' Wby,  what  is  there  to  be  sorprised  at?**  asked 
the  heraine.  ''Was  it  not  quite  aatunl  that  I 
shoold  arm  mysetf,  and  come  to  the  assistance  of  my 
fifth  hvsbesd,  when  T  heard  he  was  in  danger?  Did 
yon  suppose  I  was  afraid  of  the  enemy,  and  that  I 
shoald  stay  moping  at  home^  when  I  conld  be  so 
moeh  more  nsefully  employed  npon  the  field  of 
blood?— oh,  man^  yon  are  nnworthy  of  me !  Ton 
are  incapable  of  appreciating  the  noble  qnaKties  <rf 
my  heart/' 

This  speech  was  pronomeed  in  a  tone,  lender  and 
groflbr  than  erer;  and  when  it  was  conchided,  her 
husband  irentnred  to  express  no  further  surprise  at 
the  epceentrieity  of  her  eondoct,  bnt  assured  her,  widi 
htnifity,  that  nofliing  could  be  more  cheering  and 
consolatory  than  tte  prospect  of  being  aided  by  her 
weapon  in  the  fight 

"  Well,  well/'  said  she, ''  say  no  more  aboat  it.  I 
do  not  donbt  that  yoa  are  glad  enoi^  to  see  me^ 
whether  you  tell  me  so  or  not;  for  nobody  knows 
better  than  yourself,  that  I  am  as  bold  as  a  Hon,  and 
as  strong  as  an  ox,  and  such  a  sort  of  person  is  ge- 
nerally pretty  welcome  on  the  field  of  strife.  B«t 
now  that  our  greetings  are  over/'  oontinned  she, 
**  tell  me  at  onc^ — for  no  time  should  be  lost, — how 
things  are  going  on  with  you,  and  what  chance  you 
have  of  success." 
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**  I  scarcely  know  how  to  reply  to  your  questions," 
answered  the  Prcefect,  ''  simple  and  natural  as  they 
are.     We  are  in  a  strange  predicament,  and  a  puz- 
zling one.    Junius  Syllanus,  the  Consul,  is,  as  I  sup^ 
pose  you  know,  opposed  to  me,  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops.    Mine,  however,  are  equal 
to  his,  and  as  yet,  no  important  advantages  have  been 
gained  on  either  side.     But  what  renders  the  case 
peculiarly  embarrassing  is,  that  the  populace  appear 
inclined  to  take  no  share  in  the  contest,  farther  than 
by  annoying  both  parties  alike,  and  in  every  way  they 
can.    Thus,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the 
fight,  notwithstanding  the  horrors  of  the  scene,  and 
the  carnage  which  has  taken  place,  the  mob  have  sur- 
rounded us  on  all  sides,  laughing,  hissing,  hooting, 
and  clapping  their  hands,  exactly  as  if  they  were  at 
an  exhibition  of  the  public  games,  and  almost  as  if 
they  were  unconscious  that  there  was  anything  like 
reality  in  the  spectacle.    Whenever  an  advantage 
happens  to  be  gained  on  either  side,  these  wretches 
encourage  the  victors  by  the  usual  signs  of  theatrical 
applause,  and  denounce  the  unsuccessful  combatant, 
just  as  they  would  a  gladiator  who  has  failed  in  the 
performance  of  his  allotted  task." 

"  Good    gods  !"   exclaimed    Laurentia    Ognlnia, 
**  and  they  actually  do  not  appear  to  take  any  more 
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serious  interest  in  the  coaflict?— nor  to  eve  bow  it 
terminates  ?" 

''  Not  a  straw,"  replied  the  Prarfect,  "they  arc 
perfectly  indifferent  about  the  matter.  They  tbiok 
of  nothing  but  amusing  themselves  at  our  expease,  or 
enriching  themselves  by  the  spoUs  of  the  adjacent 
houses  and  shops,  several  of  which  have  already  keen 
broken  open  and  plundered  of  their  contents." 

"  I  never  heard  of  any  thing  like  it  before,"  said 
the  august  dame. 

*'Nor  I  either,"  replied  her  husband.  ''Boaic 
has  often  seen  enraged  armies  within  her  walls,  and 
bloody  battles  have  been  fought  in  her  streets.  Bot 
on  all  former  occasions,  though  similar  barbarities 
have  been  perpetrated,  nothing  like  the  same  stupid 
security  and  culpable  indifference  have  prevailed  «n 
the  part  of  the  citizens  ;  nor  have  the  populace  ercr 
till  now,  appeared  to  delight  in  the  havock  and  de- 
vastation taking  place  before  their  eyes."* 

Just  as  he  concluded  these  words,  a  loud  clsogor 
of  warlike  instruments  was  heard  at  a  distance;  st 
the  same  instant,  the  spectators  at  the  windows  of  Ae 
adjacent  houses,  many  of  whom  were  feouftles^  ele- 

*  The  Pnefect  seems  to  hare  forgotten  thai  the  same  tUog  hap- 
pened during  the  ciril  wan  between  Vespasian  and  ViteUi«s. 
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^antly  dressed,    began    oheering  Tebevently,   and 
waving  their  handkerchiefs. 

''There!"  cried  the  Pnefect,  vith  a  start,  ''the 
enemy  is  coming  on !  We  must  be  prepared  for  his 
attack." 

''  Hnzaa  V*  cried  Lanrentia  Ognlnia,  "  that  is 
right!  that  is  right!  Let  us  hasten  to  the  van  at 
once  I" 

*'  Oh  sweet  Hogalnia !"  whispered  BasilideSt  at  her 
elbow,  '*  do  not  hact  the  fire-heater ! — Do,  pray,  be 
contented  to.  stay  where  you  hare,  and  look  hon 
quietly,  tike  the  rest/' 

"  like  yourself,  I  suppose  you  mean/'  answered 
the  lady.  "  Who  but  soch .  a  coward  as  you  would 
remain  here  in  the  back-ground,  while  so  many  heroes 
are  fleshing  their  swords  not  fifty  yards  off?" 

*'  Who  V  said  the  Syrian,  "  precious  Laurhentia ! 
why«  honly  look  hup  there  hat  the  windows ;  hare 
they  not  has  fall  of  people  has  hever  they  can  hold  ? 
hall  laughing,  and  talking,  and  waving  their  hand- 
kerchiefs,  and  never  thinking  of  engaging  in  the  fight 
themselves  ? — you  call  me  a  coward,  bat  I  would  ave 
you  to  know  that  I  am  no  more  a  coward  than  my 
neighbours ;  that  you  will  find  ereafter/' 

**  Very  likely^''  said  the  heroine ;  at  the  same  mo- 
ment perceiving  that  her  husband  was  absent  from 
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her  tide, ''  where  is  the  hero  of  the  day?"  added  she; 
**  has  he  given  me  the  slip?" 

''  Our  lord  and  god  is -not  far  off/'  said  Tobias 
Pappinsy  ^  \o  I  there  he  stands  on  the  bottom  of  an 
old  tab  turned  upside  down,  looking  over  the  field  of 
battle  with  the  eye  of  an  experienced  geneial,  aa 
he  is." 

*'  I  will  go  to  him/'  said  tbe  dame.  So  saying,  sbe 
went  up  to  the  tob,  which  had  been  taken  ont  of  one 
of  the  adjacent  shops,  and  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
street,  bottom  uppermost.  Then,  with  the  assisfaDee 
of  her  two  beaux,  who  still  kept  close  to  her,  she 
jumped  up  hastily  by  her  husband's  side,  and  obtained 
an  extensive  view  over  the  heads  of  the  com- 
batants. 

**  By  Jupiter,  this  is  a  grand  sight  indeed!"  cried 
she,  from  her  elevated  post.  '^  What  valiant  fellows 
those  Praetorians  of  ours  are  in  the  foremost  ranks ! 
How  steadily  they  stand  prepared  to  receive  the 
onset  of  the  Consnlars !" 

"  They  do,"  replied  the  Prmfect,  gravely ;  '*  I  hate 
much  confidence  in  the  courage  of  my  men,  and  the 
skill  of  my  officers.  Nevertheless,  these  Gmisdan 
are  not  an  enemy  to  be  despised.  Junins  Syllasos 
is  an  experienced  general,  and  his  troops  come  oo  to 
the  assault  with  an  order  and  regularity  which  is  for- 
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midable.  Do  yon  obserTe,  Lanrentia/'  continued  he, 
after  a  short  pause,  laying  his  hand  upon  her  shonlder 
as  he  spoke,  '*  do  jotx  observe,  my  Latirentia,  that 
they  are  marching  against  ns  in  the  form  of  a  wedge, 
with  the  evident  design  of  breaking  our  lines,  and 
throwing  ns  into  confusion  at  the  first  assault.  That 
is  a  manoeuvre  seldom  practised  but  in  regular  en- 
gagements, and  where  there  is  more  room  for  military 
evolutions  than  in  a  street.  We  must  lose  no  time  in 
couDteracting  it,  or  we  are  lost."  So  saying,  he 
beckoned  one  of  his  orderly  officers  to  approach,  and, 
stooping  down,  whispered  a  few  words  in  his  ear : 
then  standing  up  again,  **  I  have  issued  an  order," 
said  he,  "  the  effects  of  which  you  will  soon  see. — 
But,  Laurentia,  who  is  that  officer  who  leads  on  the 
enemy,  forming  as  it  were,  with  his  own  person,  the 
extreme  point,  or  apex  of  the  wedge  ?  It  is  not,  I 
think,  the  Consul  himself.'' 

"  No,"  said  Laurentia, ''  it  is  a  much  younger  man, 
evidently,  though  I  cannot  make  him  out,"  and  after 
straining  her  eyes  for  about  half  a  minute  more,  she 
added  with  a  hesitating  air,  "  Papts!  if  I  did  nd: 
kilow  that  Calpumius  Piso  had  been  sewed  up  in  the 
skin  of  a  wild  beast  and  hunted  to  death  by  the  empe- 
ror, I  should  say  that  it  was  he." 

**  Aye,  and  Piso  it  is,  as  sure  as  you  are  a  man !" 
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rejoined  her  hasbaod ;  "  I  see  him  now  qiute  piaiolj 
myself." 

''What!  — is  the  dead  aliye?"  asked  the  lady, 
with  an  intonation  of  astonishment* 

"  He  has  never  been  dead  at  all,"  replied  the 
PrsBfect,  ''  I  knew  that  long  ago«  though  I  did  not 
think  it  worth  speaking  of.  How  I  lament  now  that 
a  mere  feeling  of  delicacy  should  have  prevented  me 
from  cutting  off  his  head  myself!" 

"  What  are  our  men  about  now  ?"  cried  Laurentia 
Ogulnia,  ''  they  seem  to  be  filing  off  to  the  right  and 
left»  as  if  for  the  express  purpose  of  allowing  the 
enemy  to  pass  between  them,  and  come  towards  as. 
Oh,  Hercules !  let  us  be  off,  or  we  shall  be  captured," 
added  she,  in  a  voice  far  less  steady  than  usaal, 
making  a  movement  at  the  same  time  as  if  she  woqM 
have  leapt  down  from  the  tub  and  taken  to  flight. 

''Stand  firm,  and  fear  not,"  said  the  Prsefect, 
''they  are  only  obeying  my  own  orders,  as  they 
ought.  They  are  altering  the  broad  front  which 
they  presented  before  into  the  figure  of  a  forfex;^ 
a  figure  admirably  adapted  to  receive  the  wedge,  aad 
hem  it  in  on  all  sides,  to  its  great  peril  and  detriment, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  slip  through,  as  yoa  suppose. 

*  A  pair  of  sheus. 
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This  plan  is  invariably  adopted  by  all  prudent  com- 
manders in  cases  of  the  sort.*' 

''Ob — ay — now  I  understand  it  all«"  said  the 
heroine.  '*  But  do  not  suppose  I  was  alarmed ; — the 
most  courageous  generals  may  sometimes  find  it 
necessary  to  retreat/' 

"  There !  — there  !"  cried  the  Pr»fect»  looking 
forward  over  the  field,  '*  there  !  you  may  already  see 
the  consequences  of  the  manoeuvre  now.  The 
enemy  has  discovered  our  design  of  hemming  him  in, 
^nd  instead  of  continuing  his  march,  has  stopped 
short,  and  caused  his  men  to  face  about,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  confront  the  lines  of  the  farfex,  instead 
of  being  opposed  to  them  laterally  as  before.  Now, 
then,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  send  up  reinforce- 
ments from  the  rear,  in  order  to  strengthen  these 
lines,  which  will  have  to  sustain  the  whole  brunt  of 
the  first  charge."  So  saying,  he  issued  his  orders  to 
one  of  his  ''  aides  de  camp,"  as  he  had  done  before. 

"Look  now,"  continued  the  Praefect,  "how  the 
consulars  are  endeavouring  to  change  their  triangular 
figure  into  a  circle.  But  the  narrowness  of  the 
street  will  prevent  them  from  doing  it  properly; 
—  it  will  rather  be  an  oval  than  a  round.  They  are 
also  endeavouring  to  separate  the  men  from  each 
other  as  much  as  they  can,  their  order  being  at  pre- 
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sent  so  dense  and  compact,  that  they  ha?e  scarody 
room  enough  to  move  their  arms,  or  make  use  of  their 
weapons  as  they  ought." 

A  short  pause  now  took  place,  dnring  whkh  the 
Ptafect  and  his  sponse  kept  making  their  obsorra- 
tions  in  profound  silence,  without  uttering  a  word. 
All  of  a  sudden,  a  loud  shout  and  clashing  of  arms 
rose  upon  the  air,  and  the  troops  on  both  sides  weie 
seen  rushing  forward  simultaneously  to  the  attack. 

"  There  they  go !''  exclaimed  Laurentia  Ognbia, 
"there  is  the  sound  of  the  harritus,  or  war-cry, 
together  with  the  concussio  armorum,  caused  by  the 
striking  of  their  bucklers  against  their  knees.  I 
know  those  two  technical  terms  perfectly,  for  they 
were  taught  me  by  a  gladiahmal  acquaintance  of 
mine  who  had  serred  in  the  wars.^ 

"  Yes,  my  Laurentia,  they  are  engaged,*'  said  the 
Prsefecty  with  solemnity,  ''  and  the  gods  only  knov 
how  the  contest  will  terminate." 

''  Vah  !  vah  V*  cried  the  lady,  "  what  fear  is  there 
about  the  result  ?  Those  Prsetorians  of  ours  are  un- 
conquerable. Look  how  they  hack,  and  hew,  aad 
slash,  and  slay,  in  all  directions  round  about  then* 
without  the  least  intermission  or  remorse.  ** 

'*  Very  true,"  said  the  Prtefect ;  "  but  the  coasahr 
troops  fight  valorously  too." 

"  Bat^  bat ! —  who  cares  for  them  ?"  fejoined  the 
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Amazon.  ''  The  Praetorians  are  the  men  for  me ! 
they  are  the  real,  genuiaey  indefatigable  spiUers  of 
blood!'* 

Here  a  loud  sfaoat  rose  from  the  spectators  at  the 
windows,  and  all  eyes  seemed  to  be  directed  towards 
a  particalar  point,  where  there  was  an  nnnsnal  bustle 
amongst  the  combatants. 

•*  What  is  the  matter  now  V  exclaimed  the  Prae- 
fect's  spouse. 

At  this  moment  a  sadden  movement  of  the  crowd 
afforded  her  a  sight  of  a  solitary  warrior,  in  the 
dress  of  the  consulars,  who,  cut  off  from  his  own 
party,  defended  himself  single-handed  against  several 
of  the  Praetorians,  by  whom  he  was  beset  on  all  sides 
at  once.  He  was  evidently  much  pressed,  but  still 
maintained  his  ground  sturdily  against  the  odds. 
Strange  to  say,  however,  the  courage  which  he  dis- 
played in  this  unequal  contest,  was  so  far  from 
exciting  any  feeling  in  his  favour  amongst  the  specta- 
tors, that  their  whole  sympathies  seemed  to  be  enlisted 
on  the  side  of  his  opponents,  whom  they  urged  on  by 
the  most  vehement  applause  in  their  combined  attack. 

"  Now  that  is  what  I  call  cowardly,"  said  Lauren- 
tia  Ogulnia ;  '*  live  men  against  one,  and  the  mob  all 
applauding  them  to  the  skies." 

'*  Verily  yon  are  in  the  right,"  said  the  Praefect. 
"  Though  the  man  is  mine  enemy,  I  acknowledge  it." 
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One  of  the  fi?e  Praetorians  now  contrived  to  inflict 
a  severe  blow  on  the  head  of  the  solitary  warrior ;  the 
blood  gushed  copionsl j  from  the  wonnd ;  he  stag- 
gered baok^  bnt  recovered  himsdf,  and  stood  on  Ae 
defensive  as  before ;  the  mob  greeted  the  success  of 
his  opponents,  with  a  triumphant  yell. 

''  Oh  the  dastardly  set !"  cried  Laurentia  Oguhda. 
''To  think  of  their  treating  a  brave  man  in  that 
way  r 

"It  is  disgusting/'  returned  Vitatianns;  ''bot  I 
told  you  before  what  miscreants  they  all  were." 

Exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood,  and  closely  pressed 
by  his  adversaries,  the  wounded  trooper  seemed 
about  to  resign  himself  to  his  fate.  During  the 
combat,  however,  having  been  forced  to  retreat  step 
by  step  towards  one  side  of  the  street,  he  was  now  in 
the  close  vicinity  of  a  shop,  the  door  of  which  stood 
invitingly  open,  and  seemed  to  promise  him  a  refuge 
from  his  foes.  Urged  by  the  extremity  of  his  dan- 
ger, he  obeyed  the  impulse,  and  rushed  through  the 
door  into  the  interior  of  the  place. 

''Thanks  to  the  gods!"  exclaimed  the  lady,  ''he 
has  escaped  !*' 

*'  Has  he  1"  said  her  spouse ;  **  you  will  see  that 
presently." 

Scarce  had  he  spoken  the  words,  when  a  roar  of 
the  most  astounding  character  burst  forth  from  the 
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Spectators,  many  of  whom  were  at  the  same  moment 
seen  stretching  themselves  down  from  the  windows, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  shop  beneath,  where 
the  luckless  warrior  had  taken  refuge.  These  equi* 
vocal  demonstrations  were  soon  afterwards  followed 
by  loud  and  repeated  cries,  the  purport  of  which  it 
was  impossible  to  misunderstand.  ''Out  with  the 
coward !  Bring  him  out !  bring  him  out !"  reverbe- 
rated from  all  sides,  and  from  one  end  of  the  street 
to  the  other  at  once. 

In  obedience  to  these  commands,  several  of  the 
Praetorians  made  their  way  into  the  shop,  whence 
they  speedily  returned^  bringing  out  the  wretched 
man  between  them. 

"  Now,"  said  the  Praefect,  "  you  will  see  what 
they  will  do ;  —  they  have  done  the  same  thing  twice 
already  since  the  commencement  of  the  fight." 

''  Hark !"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,. ''  what  a  hor- 
rid savage  yell  that  is  with  which  they  greet  the  ap« 
pearance  of  the  poor  illrfated  wretch." 

"  Yes,**  replied  her  husband ;  "  it  is  the  presage 
of  his  death." 

The  condemned  man  now  stood  unresistingly  in  the 
street,  pale,  bleeding,  speechless ;  apparently  almost 
unable  to  support  himself;  yet  prepared  for  the  death 
which  he  knew  to  be  inevitable.  Meanwhile  the 
company  at  the  windows,  men,  women,  children  and 
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ally  after  the  first  shont,  lemaioed  quite  silent,  mat* 
ing  as  it  seemed,  witit  the  most  engrossing  hiterait, 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  spectacle;  the  niTerted 
position  of  their  thumbs,  howeirer,  indicated  that  al- 
though silent,  they  were  by  no  means  inacttve  ob- 
servers of  the  affair. 

No  sooner  did  Laiventia  Ogulnia  notice  this  last 
circumstance  than  she  exclaimed,  ''  Oh,  look  at  their 
thumbs! — do  look  at  their  thumbs!  —  all  tuned 
downwards  towards  the  ground.  Why,  really  one 
would  suppose  they  were  in  the  amphitiieatre,  giiii^ 
notice  of  their  will  and  pleasure,  that  a  gladiator 
should  be  put  to  death/' 

''  Did  I  not  tell  you,**  said  the  Prssfect,  <'  that  Oe 
wretches  actually  seemed  to  suppose  themselres  at 
an  exhibition  of  the  public  games,  and  behaved  them* 
selves  accordingly?" 

''Yon  did,"  replied  the  lady,  '<  yet  the  thug 
seemed  so  incredible  that  I  could  scarcely  have  be- 
lieved it  without  ocular  proof/' 

One  of  the  Ptotorians  who  had  dragged  the  fugi- 
tive out  of  the  shop,  now  prepared  to  execufee  the 
sentence  thus  silently  passed  upon  him  by  the  popa- 
lace. 

'*  Oh,"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  **  I  cannot  bear 
to  look  at  it !— i  shall  faint." 
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'^  Look  another  way,  then/'  said  her  husband, 
"  and  I  will  tell  you  how  the  thing  goes  on.'' 

The  tender  hearted  heroine  did  as  she  was  desired, 
and  altered  her  position  on  the  tab.  An  awfal  pause 
then  ensned;  but  it  was  soon  interrnpted  by  the 
Pradfect's  saying, ''  Now,  my  Lanrentia,  the  soldier 
stands  just  opposite  his  victiro»  with  his  short, 
broad,  straight  sabre  in  his  hand;  it  looks  bright^ 
and  I  well  know  it  must  be  sharp,  for  I  myself 
gave  orders  to  have  all  the  swords  in  use  new 
ground,  and  set  upon  a  whetstone,  three  days 
aiuce. 

*'  Ah !"  exclaimed  the  lady,  with  a  sigh. 

''  Now,"  continued  her  husband,  "  the  man  has 
raised  his  sword-arm  in  such  a  manner,  that  the 
elbow  is  almost  on  a  level  with  his  ear ;  it  is  drawn 
back  also  with  a  strong  muscular  contraction,  which 
enables  him  to  grasp  the  weapon  with  great  force,  in 
preparation  for  the  blow." 

"  Oh  1"  ejaculated  the  matron,  with  a  groan. 

**  Now,"  said  Vitalianus,  "  he  is  just  about  to 
strike ;  and  it  is  really  quite  curious  to  observe  how 
delighted  the  spectators  at  the  windows  do  seem  to 
be, — more  especially  the  women,  who  stand  reaching 
over  one  another,  and  stretching  out  their  necks  as 
if!  they  never  could  be  long  enough." 


Digitized 


by  Google 


22  PI80   AND  THB   PBAFBCT. 

Here  a  tremendous  roar  from  the  populace  an- 
nounced that  some  remarkable  event  had  taken 
place. 

"  It  is  all  over,"  said  the  Praefect.  "The  first 
stroke  pierced  to  his  heart,  and  he  is  no  more." 

Laarentia  Ogulnia  thereupon  gave  emission  to  a 
faint  cry,  and  seemed  ready  to  expire. 

The  first  shout  of  the  populace  was  followed  by  a 
continuous  cheering,  such  as  that  which  marks  the 
approbation  of  an  audience  in  a  theatre,  together 
with  a  loud  clapping  of  hands,  and  even  peats  of 
laughter,  of  the  most  hilarious  kind  ;  nay,  such  was 
the  exhilaration  of  these  worthy  citizens,  that  they 
were  actually  seen  dancing  about  at  the  windows, 
and  embracing  each  other  in  the  phrenzy  of  their 
joy. 

The  reader  may  perchance  wonder  how  it  happen- 
ed that  this  combat  between  one  of  the  Consular 
troops  and  five  of  the  Prastorians  could  have  taken 
place,  and  engrossed  so  large  a  share  of  the  attentioQ 
of  the  spectators,  without  also  attracting  the  notice, 
and  producing  the  interference  of  the  leaders  on 
either  side.  But  although  I  have  described  it  Bom^ 
what  particularly,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
the  said  combat  was  anything  more  than  a  sort  of 
interlude,  or  rather  a  species  of  bye-play,  enacted 
durbg  the  continuance  of  the  general  eagmemdA, 
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and  of  little  importance,  except  to  the  parties  impli- 
cated* themselves. 

Soon  after  this  incident,  it  became  evident  that  the 
Consular  forces  vere  gaining  ground  on  the  Praeto- 
rians, who»  though  not  yet  actually  in  flight,  were 
retreating  step  by  step  up  the  street,  towards  the 
spot  occupied  by  their  commander,  closely  followed 
by  their  adversaries,  whose  dense  ranks  presented  an 
appearance  of  the  utmost  order  and  regularity  during 
their  triumphant  progress.  Meanwhile  the  populace, 
as  was  their  wont,  kept  showering  down  the  most 
vehement  plaudits  on  the  victors,  and  bestowing  all 
sorts  of  contemptuous  epithets  on  the  unsuccessful 
combatants. 

'*  Oh  ye  gods!"  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia.  *'  What 
is  to  be  done  ?  we  are  beaten,  it  is  plain/' 

I*  Not  yet,  I  trust,"  replied  Vitalianus  in  a  con- 
strained voice,  "though  the  danger  is. imminent  I 
admit." 

With  those  words  he  leapt  down  to  the  ground. 
Then  running  up  to  the  standard-bearer,  "  Give  me 
the  sacred  ensign/'  said  he,  ''  for  in  this  exists  our 
last  hope ;  —  we  have  no  other  resource  if  it  fails  to 
aid  us." 

The  man  delivered  it  into  his  hands ;  its  appear- 
ance was  extraordinary ;  it  was,  in  fact,  nothing  but 
a  purple  robe  like  those  worn  by  the  principal  magis* 
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tmtes,  suqmided  from  the  top  of  a  l(»ig  poia  in  tlw 
manner  of  a  flag.  lake  all  the  other  militaiy.  eimga$, 
it  was,  howerer,  deemed  a  sort  of  FfeDadiBai,  and 
regarded  by  the  soldiera  with  a  degree  of  revenoaee 
scarcely  inferior  to  that  with  which  a  good  Catholic 
of  onr  own  times  may  be  supposed  to  viaw  a  snb* 
nant  of  the  true  cross. 

Bearing  this  ensign  aloft,  the  Prsafact  mabod 
amongst  the  retreating  troops,  and  reachtog  the  fiwa- 
most  ranks,  hurled  it  towards  the  eoemy  from. Ins 
hands,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time  in  a  load  Yoiae, 
**  To  the  rescne !  to  the  rescae !  or  the  staadanl  is 
lost!" 

The  effects  of  this  measure  were  presently  seen. 
Dispirited  as  the  soldiers  were,  they  yet  weie  not  so 
completely  disheartened,  nor  so  lost  to  all  sense  of 
honour,  as  to  permit  the  standard  to  remamjii^ 
possession  of  their  foes,  a  memorial  of  their  defeat, 
and  a  mark  of  their  disgrace  for  ever.  No  soooer, 
therefore,  did  they  perceive  it  launched  from  the 
hand  of  their  commands  towards  the  hostile  Vmrn, 
than  they  became  animated  by  a  new  spirit,  and  it- 
stead  of  continuing  their  retrograde  movement,  and^ 
denly  stopped  short,  wheeled  about,  and  after  a  my 
mentary  pause,  during  which  they  were  eraplojediD 
isrilying  their  ranks,  recommenced  the  ^»|ite9t  with 
as  much  fury  and  resolution  as  they  had  diiqdijf«l  At 
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any  former  period  of  the  fight ;  while  their  Praefect 
himself,  relinqnishiog  the  daties  of  distant  general- 
ship which  he  had  hitherto  performed,  inspired  them 
with  still  farther  courage,  by  personally  heading  them 
in  the  charge.. 

It  was  at  this  interesting  juncture,  that  Laurentia 
Ogulnia  became  animated  with  a  degree  of  valour 
almost  amounting  to  insanity.  Grinding  her  teeth, 
shaking  herself  all  over  from  head  to  foot,  and  stamp- 
ing on  the  top  of  her  tub  till  it  resounded  like  a 
double-drum,  ''What!"  muttered  she,  «' shall  I, 
Laurentia  Ogulnia,  a  woman  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed bravery,  and  celebrated  throoghoat  the  whole 
empire  for  her  knowledge  of  the  art  of  swordsman- 
ship, stand  here  idly  looking  on,  while  the  husband 
of  her  choice  (her  fifth,  best,  and  dearest,)  is  hazard- 
ing his  life,  and  risking  the  loss  of  the  standard,  in 
an  attempt  to  regain  the  day? — Perish  the  thought! 
— perish  the  base  thought,  I  say !  — Never  shall  it 
be  said  that  Laurentia  Ogulnia  so  disgraced  her- 
self." Then  jumping  down  from  the  cask,  and  ad- 
dressing her  two  beaux,  who  stood  trembling  by  hei 
side,  '^  The  god  of  war  summons  me  to  the  van  ' 
cried  she,  in  a  hoarse  voice,  *'  follow  me  if  ye  dare  t" 
So  saying,  and  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  remonstrances 
of  her  friends,  she  stepped  out  in  a  quick  march, 
sturdily  elbowing  aside  every  one  who  ventured  to 
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oppose  her  progress :  Vibias  Pappios  and  Basilides 
still  kept  close  behind  her,  as  was  their  wont.. 

Presently,  as  she  thas  toiled  along,  looking  back 
over  one  shoalder,  and  addressing  herself  to  her  fol* 
lowers,  '*  what  a  terrible  noise  that  is  of  the  strife," 
said  she ;  **  do  you  hear  the  conclamaHo  of  the  men  ? 
— together  with  the  clamcum,  or  prolonged  floarish 
of  trumpets,  with  which  they  msh  on  to  the  assault  ?* 

**  Do  I  ear  them  V  said  Basilides,  "  indeed  do  I, 
and  my  very  art  dies  within  me  at  the  sonnd." 

**  Coward !"  ejaculated  the  Amazon. 

They  were  now  approaching  that  part  of  the  iieM 
(or  street)  where  the  contest  was  the  fiercest,  and 
the  uproar  the  most  tremendous.  The  troops  were 
engaged  hand  to  hand,  and  the  leaders  on  both  sides 
were  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost.  *'  Anubis, 
Anubis !''  exclaimed  a  loud  voice,  ''  give  success  1o 
the  arms  of  thy  devout  worshipper !'' 

"  There !"  cried  Laurentia  Ogpilnia,  **  there  is  nj 
husband  invoking  the  Egyptian  deity  with  the  dog's 
head,  as  he  always  does  when  he  is  in  a  fnght.  I  ap- 
prehend, therefore,  that  we  have  arrived  at  a  very 
critical  juncture  indeed.  But  never  mind,'^  added 
she  courageously, ''  you  will  soon  see  how  the  tide  of 
the  battle  will  be  turned  when  I  make  my  apfietf- 
ance  between  the  combatants.'^ 

A  few  more  strides  at  her  usual  pace,  brought  her 
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completely  to  the  yan,  where  in  the  thickest  nUUe  of 
the  fight  was  seen  the  figure  of  the  Praetorian  Prsefecty 
conspionoos  among  the  rest,  not  only  by  his  dress 
and  accovtrements,  bat  by  the  lofty  and  commanding 
air  with  which  he  urged  on  his  followers  to  the 
attack.  A  scene  of  the  most  dreadful  carnage  was 
displayed  on  all  sides;  and  intermingled  with  the 
combatants,  were  seen  vast  numbers  of  the  populace 
busily  employed  in  rifling  the  bodies  of  the  slain, 
while  whole  troops  of  females^  evidently  of  the  most 
degraded  class,  wandered  about  fearlessly,  even  where 
their  lires  seemed  endangered  by  the  clashing  of 
the  swords,  and  with  gestures  of  immodesty  indicated 
their  readiness  to  reward  the  victors  by  the  posses- 
siim  of  their  charms. 

This  scene,  at  once  awful  and  revolting  as  it  was, 
was  no  sooner  beheld  by  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  than 
waving  her  sword  above  her  head,  stamping  with  her 
foot,  and  throwing  herself  into  the  most  extravagant 
attitudes,  **  On,  my  men,  on!"  cried  she  with  a  fierce 
voice,  *^  on  to  the  rescue  of  the  standard,  and  the  as- 
sistance of  your  chief!"  Then  perceiving  that  they  did 
not  seem  to  know  what  to  make  of  her,  she  continued 
in  a  tone  no  less  sonorous,  '^  I  am  Laurentia  Ognlnia ! 
and  I  am  come  to  lead  you  to  victory,  or  to  die  upon 
the  field !"  Whereupon,  being  recognised,  such  of 
the  soldiers  as  were  not  particularly  occupied,  greeted 
c2 
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her  with  a  load  laagh^  and  other  signs  of  derision 
and  mockery,  while  those  who  were  too  much  en- 
grossed by  their  own  affairs  to  participate  in  the 
merriment,  paid  no  more  attention  to  her  words  than 
if  sjie  had  addressed  them  to  the  winds. 

Somewhat  disappointed  by  so  chilling  a  reception 
when  she  had  calculated  on  a  warm  one,  ''  These 
ruffians !"  said  she  to  her  aides  de  cam^,  '*  have  not 
sense  enough  to  respect  bravery  in  petticoats;  nefer- 
thelessy  we  must  not  despair;  let  us  cut  our  way  to 
the  side  of  the  illustrious  champion  himself,  who  will 
know  how  to  appreciate  us ;"  and  suiting  her  actions 
to  her  words,  she  began  hacking  and  hewing  on  all 
sides  of  her,  with  a  courage  and  perseverance  that 
would  scarcely  have  done  discredit  to  a  veteran  of 
the  stronger  sex,  and  which  certainly  far  transo^ided 
any  similar  display  made  by  a  lady,  even  at  a  period 
when  it  was  not  unusual  for  the  '*  loveliest  portion 
of  the  human  race,''  to  distinguish  themselves  by 
deeds  of  arms,  and  feats  of  heroism,  in  the  intestinal 
wars  of  the  empire.* 

*  At  the  siege  of  Teracina,  Triaria,  the  wife  of  Lucius  Miri- 
lius,  is  said  to  have  appeared  among  the  troops,  armed  cap-»-pie, 
exulting  in  the  carnage  that  laid  waste  the  town,  and  acootdiBf 
to  Tacitus,  **  adding  insult  and  mockeiy  to  the  borron  o£  At 
scene."  The  character  of  Laurentia  Ogulnia  is  not,  therefore,  so 
"  far-fetched,'*  or  so  much  caricatured,  as  the  uninitiated  i 
might  s|ippose. 
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By  these  exertions  of  bers,  she  at  length  actually 
made  her  way  to  the  side  of  her  husband,  who  with 
his  sword  died  in  blood,  and  his  garments  streaming 
with  gore,  was  at  the  moment  of  her  approach  em- 
ployed in  warding  off  the  attack  of  a  large  body  of 
his  adversaries,  against  whom  his  own  troops  were 
with  difficulty  able  to  maintain  their  ground.  Utter- 
ing a  hoarse  shout  as  she  assumed  her  position  by  his 
side,  **  Victory  or  death  V*  cried  she  repeatedly ; 
*•  victory  or  death,  I  say !  —  Down  with  ye,  mis- 
creants!—  Down  with  ye,  base  dogs,  I  say!" — and 
as  she  pronounced  these  contemptuous  epithets,  she 
kept  pricking  the  enemy  with  the  point  of  her  spear, 
after  a  manner  so  savage  and  desperate,  that  the 
very  bravest  of  them  were  appalled,  and  almost  felt 
inclined  to  succumb,  under  the  idea,  natural  (though 
erroneous)  as  it  was,  that  Pallas,  or  Bellona,  or  some 
other  martial  deity  of  the  weaker  sex,  had  descended 
upon  earth,  and  armed  herself  with  spear  and  buck- 
ler, in  defence  of  the  Praetorians,  the  most  impious 
reprobates  in  the  whole  empire.  Notwithstanding 
the  temporary  panic  inspired  by  her  attack,  it  soon, 
however,  became  evident  to  the  heroine,  as  well  as  to 
her  husband,  that  the  troops  of  the  Consul  were  ex- 
tremely likely  to  **  have  the  best  of  it,"  and  remain 
masters  of  the  field.  In  fact  the  retrograde  move- 
ment commenced  by  the  Praetorians  at  the  time  of 
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her  arriTal,  though  checked  for  ao  isftaot,  was  pre- 
sently resumed  on  Ae  discovery  of  her  meie  mortJ 
natwre  by  the  enemy,  and  the  coosequeat  renewal  of 
thehr  onset  with  as  much  fury  as  before.  Pressed 
upon  by  her  own  partisans,  and  closely  foUowed  by 
the  foe,  the  disappointed  Amaaon»  now  Aerefore  ac- 
tually found  herself  in  the  performance  of  a  quick 
retreat,  together  with  her  €nde$  de  camp^  the  Pre- 
fect, and  the  rest. 

Meanwhile  as  the  ▼anquished  party  were  diased 
along  the  streets,  the  spectators  at  the  windows  kept 
cheering  on  their  pursuers,  and  giving  testnnony  of 
a  joy  little  short  of  frantic  at  their  defeat.    Nor  *d 
these  transports  seem  to  proceed  from  any  pecu- 
liar feeling  of  favour  towards  the  conquerors,'  inas- 
much as  the  same  populace  who  now  so  vehemeatly 
applauded  the  Consular  troops  for  their  success,  had 
already,  as  we  have  seen,  cm  several  former  oeca- 
sions,  been  equally  ready  to  bestow  their  appbnss 
on  the  PrsBtorians  when  the  scales  turned  on  their 
side.      In   short,    this  strange  and   infiUuated  mob 
appeared  in  their  whole  conduct  to  be  actuated  by 
no  other  motive  or  princq>le,   than  a  love  of  good 
luck  in  the  abstract,  and   an  irrational  contempt  for 
those  to   whom   the  chances  of  war  had  been  lea 
favourable  than  to  their  competitors  ;  an  ungeneroos 
fading  which  is  well  known  to  have  been  extresicly 
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common  amongst  the  Romans  of  that  period  in 
general,  though  not  always  so  uneqaivocally  dis- 
played as  on  the  occasion  chronicled  above. 

As  they  were  thus  hurried  along  with  the  tide, 
Laurentia  Ogulnia,  who  still  contrived  to  keep  close 
to  her  husband,  took  occasion  to  inquire  at  him  what 
measures  he  proposed  to  adopt  next,  either  for  the 
recovery  of  the  day,  or  for  the  preservation  of  their 
lives  ?  **  For/'  added  she,  *^  I  must  say  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  affairs  is  by  no  means  promising, — ^nay, 
rather  gloomy  than  otherwise, — and  though  it  would 
be  extremely  wrong  in  us  to  acknowledge  ourselves 
defeated,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  we  have 
not  gained  so  decisive  and  brilliant  a  victory  as  could 
be  wished,  or  as  we  had  a  good  right  to  expect  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fray/' 

'*  No,"  replied  the  Prsefect :  "  I  do  not  attempt 
to  conceal  from  you^  my  dear  friend,  that  we  have 
met  with  a  check,  and  that  these  rascally  legions  of 
the  Consul  are  following  at  our  heels  much  too  closely 
to  be  agreeable.  Our  men,  too,  are  dispirited  by  the 
loss  of  their  standard,  —  for  they  were  never  able  to 
recover  it  from  the  enemy  after  I  had  thrown  it 
away, — and  so  worn  out  and  wearied  that  they  have 
scarcely  strength  enough  left  even  to  retreat  I 
think,  therefore,  that  all  things  considered,  our  best 
plan  will  be  to  withdraw  for  the  present  into  the 
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cainp^  and  there  shat  ourselves  ap ;  a  measure  which 
there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  effecting,  seeing  and 
considering  that  our  pursuers  are  at  this  very  m(H 
ment  driving  us  before  them  towards  our  place  of 
refuge/' 

'*  Tt  is  a  good  plan/'  replied  his  Irife;  "  I  approve 
of  it ;"  and  turning  towards  her  two  constant  fol' 
lowers,  ''  Vibius.  Puppius  and  Basilides,  my  good 
friends/'  said  she,  **  do  you  hear  what  he  says?  We 
are  going  to  the  camp,  where  we  shall  be  out  of 
danger,  and  I  hope  quite  comfortable.  Mind»  there- 
fore, that  you  keep  close  to  us ;  do  not  lag  behind, 
or  you  may  be  lost/' 

"  Sweetest  Laurentia !  you  shall  be  obeyed,"  said 
Vibius  Puppius. 

*'  Hassuredly,"  added  Basilidea;  "  Oh  owappy  I 
am  that  we  are  running  away !" 

This  little  colloquy  reaching  the  ears  of  the  Pne- 
fect,  it  seemed  to  remind  him  of  something  which  he 
had  previously  overlooked,  and  addressing  his  fond 
spouse, ''  What  has  become  of  Thnsnelda  ?"  said  he, 
with  an  abruptness  quite  startling,  and  which  clearly 
indicated  the  importance  he  attached  to  the  reply. 

"Thusnelda,"  repeated  the  dame,  ''Oh!  why, 
what  should  have  become  of  her  ?  She  is  moping  at 
home,  I  suppose,  in  her  usual  way.  I  remember  at 
least  that  I  left  her  there  only  a  few  hours  since,  foe 
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she  had  not  courage  enough  to  accompany  me  to  t^ 
ield." 

"  Then,  by  Jove  !''  exclaimed  the  other,  ''  I  will 
return  home  for  her  myself^  and  fetch  her  away.  She 
'shall  go  with  us  to  the  camp,  and  share  our  fate^ 
whatever  it  may  be." 

"  Rash  man  !"  said  Laurentia  Oguloia,  **  what  do 
you  mean  ?  How  would  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
return  home  to  the  palace,  and  come  back  again  to 
the  camp  (where  we  almost  are  already)  before  it  is 
invested  by  the  enemy,  as  it  assuredly  will  be  without 
delay  if  they  know  what  they  are  about  ?  The  thing 
is  quite  ridiculous.  And  besides,  who  is  to  command 
the  soldiers  in  the  mean  time,  and  conduct  them  in 
their  retreat  V* 

**  Yibius  Puppius  shall  be  the  man,"  replied  Vita- 
Hanus ;  **  i  will  trust  to  his  generalship  as  to  my 
own." 

"Thanks  to  our  lord  and  god!"  cried  Yibius 
Puppius.  **  How  accurate  is  bis  knowledge  of  cha- 
racter, and  his  judgment  of  mankind." 

** Bambtzx  ! — stuff!"  exclaimed  the  Amazon.  "  I 
cannot  bear  to  hear  such  nonsense  talked  in  my  pre- 
sence. Why  who  in  his  right  senses  would  think  of 
giving  the  command  of  a  large  body  of  troops  to  such 
a  monkey  as  Yibius  Puppius,  even  when  they  are 
running  away  ?  And  all,  too,  for  what  ?  Why,  just 
c6 
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became  ftneld^tiy  reprobnte^th  a  faithful  wife,  has 
become  enamoured  of  a  baby-faced  moppet,  and  can- 
not bear  to  deprive  bimaelf  of  her  eompanj  for  a 
single  day*     It  is  abominable,  and  not  to  be  endured." 

"Sappose,  then,"  suggested  the  Prsafect,  ^'thatl 
send  Basilides  and  Vibios  Puppins  to  fetch  the  dam- 
sel, instead  of  going  for  her  myself?" 

*'  Oh,  sweet  Hognlnia,"  whispered  Basilides, "  do 
not  let  me  be  hexposed  to  the  danger  if  yon  can  d(K" 

"Nor  me  to  the  temptation,  —  for  the  damsd is 
beautiful/'  added  Vibius  Poppius,  in  the  same  voice- 

"  Worse  and  worse,"  said  the  lady, "  that  plan  will 
never  do."  And  then  not  well  knowing  what  reason 
to  allege  for  her  determination  not  to  part  with  either 
of  her  beaux,  she  began  gradually  to  come  into  the 
views  of  her  liege  lord,  and  said,  **  Well,  well,  I  sup- 
pose yon  must  have  your  own  way  in  the  business;  it 
is  of  no  use  trying  to  make  you  act  reasonably. 
Suppose,  however,  I  tak«  the  command  of  the  troops 
myself,  and  conduct  them  to  the  camp,  while  yoi 
return  home  to  the  palaoe  as  quietly  as  you  can,  and 
when  you  come  back  with  Thusnelda,  I  will  take 
good  care  to  have  one  of  the  small  postern  gates  on 
the  north  side  open  for  your  admittance." 

"  Excellent !"  said  the  PrsBfect,  '*  nothing  could 
be  better  arranged.     So  let  it  be." 
This  conversation,  as  I  have  already  said,  took 
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place  during  the  retreat  of  the  vanquished  troops ; 
and  by  the  time  it  was  concladed,  the  whole  party  had 
nearly  reached  the  end  of  the  valley,  where  the  two 
hills  of  the  Viminal  and  Qairinal  become  united  into 
one ;   the  road  at  this  point,  therefore,  suddenly  be- 
coming steep,  more  than  an  ordinary  measure  of  con- 
fusion took  place  amon^t  the  fogitives  as  they  as- 
cended the  hill,  (closely  pressed  by  their  pursuers  as 
they  were)  and  the  Preefect,  true  to  his  purpose,  dex- 
terously availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  draw  off 
from  the  crowd,  and  elude  the  observation  both  of 
his  enemies  and  friends,  while  he  effected  his  escape. 
In  this  object  he  was  further  facilitated  by  the  in- 
creasing darkness  of  the  hour,  (for  the  day  was  drawing 
to  a  close,)  and  the  circumstance  of  his  vicinity  to  a 
small  temple  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  behind  which  he 
slipped  unperceived,  and  ,then,  changing  his  course, 
threaded   the  various  bye-lanes  and  dark  passages 
along  the  summit  of  the  Viminal,  with  a  dexterity 
which  would  have  done   credit  to  Vibius  Puppius. 
himself.    Thus,  favoured  by  the  darkness,  and  closely 
wrapped  in  his  military  cloak,  he  reached  the  Temple 
of  iEsculapius,  where,  hurried  as  he  was,  he  could 
not  forbear  stopping  a  few  moments  in  order  to  offer 
up  a  brief  prayer  to  the  deified    professor  of  the 
healing  art,  on  account  of  a  slight  cut  which  he  iiad 
received  upon  one  of  his  fingers  during  the  fight,  and 
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which  still  contiQued  to  give  him  a  certain  portioD  of 
nneasiness.  This  ceremony  ended,  he  resumed  his 
march,  and  ere  long  reached  another  edifice  of  tlie 
sacred  class,  dedicated  to  a  certain  goddess  beariDg 
the  ominous  appellation  of  Mala  Fortwna,  or  Bad 
Luck,  and  to  whom  his  countrymen  were  probably 
in  the  habit  of  offering  divine  honours  on  the  same 
principle  that  the  religious  of  our  own  times  are  snd 
to  ''  hold  a  candle  "  to  the  venerable  Nicholas,  the 
author  and  orig^ator  of  all  unluckiness.  ShunoiDg 
this  temple,  as  he  would  have  shunned  a  lazar-house, 
he  hastened  onwards  till  he  had  perambulated  the 
whole  length  of  the  Viminal,  and  again  deseendbg 
into  the  vale,  wound  round  the  foot  of  the  Esqailine, 
passed  through  the  Suburra,  and  arrived  at  the 
palace,  without  having  once  been  detected  or  iote^ 
rupted  in  the  course  of  his  progress,  either  by  the^ 
rebels  or  the  troops. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

TRAVELS  THROUGH  THE  PALACE. 

He  entered  the  vestibnie,  and  the  place  seemed  a 
desert.  The  janitors  nsoally  in  attendance  had  dis* 
appeared;  be  called  them,  but  they  came  not;  his 
sammons  was  disregarded,  or  unheard.  The  sound 
of  his  own  voice,  and  the  echo  of  his  own  footsteps, 
alone  interrupted  the  awful  silence  which  pre- 
vailed. 

He  penetrated  into  the  interior ;  still  nobody  was 
to  be  seen.  The  immense  apartments,  with  their 
gilded  roofs,  inlaid  floors*  marble  walls,  and  purple 
furniture,  were  all  equally  solitary,  all  equally  silent, 
all  equally  gloomy  and  oppressive  to  the  feelings  of 
the  intruder,  their  now  sole  occupant 

Dispirited  and  aghast,  he  wandered  on  from  room 
to  room,  still  hoping  to  meet  with  some  lingering  mem* 
ber  of  his  household, — some  solitary  remnant  of  the 
numerous  host  who  had  so  lately  fed  at  his  board,  but 
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vho  had  now,  to  all  appearance,  deserted  him  in  tke 
honr  of  his  need.  But  his  search  proved  fmitless ; 
not  a  single  individual  coald  be  find;  and  so  de- 
pressed was  his  mind  at  a  condition  of  things  upon 
which  he  certainly  had  not  calculated  when  he 
retumedi  that  he  scarcely  paused  to  consider  whether 
it  was  likely  Thusnelda  had  departed  with  the  rest;  but 
at  once  concluded  she  waa  gone;  under  which  snppo- 
sition  he  was  about  to  leave  the  house  himself,  when 
it  suddenly  occurred  to  him,  that  he  had  not  as  yet 
investigated  the  small  chamber  where  his  wife  and  the 
young  barbarian  were  in  the  habit  of  sitting  at  their 
work,  and  of  which  I  have  already  several  times  made 
mention  under  the  modernised,  and,  perhaps,  not  very 
appropriate  appellation  of  their  boudoir.  To  this 
room,  consequently,  he  directed  his  steps ;  and  after 
passing  through  some  forty  or  fifty  intervening  apart- 
ments, and  about  an  equal  number  of  corridors,  all 
in  the  same  state  of  vacuity  as  the  rest  of  the  boose, 
he  at  length  reached  the  destined  goal ;  —  so 
wearied  and  dispirited,  however,  that,  what  with  his 
walk,  and  what  with  the  fear  of  being  disappoiDted 
after  all,  he  had  scarcely  strength  and  courage  eQ0iig^ 
left  to  unclose  the  door,  and  assure  himself  Of  liis 
fate.  And  while  he  thus  stood  hesitating  what  to 
do,  on  the  outside  of  the  barrier,  be  thought  he  heard 
a  soft,  sweet,  plaintive  voice,  pronoqncmg  something 
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which  resconUed  a  lament,  within.  But  though  tb^ 
accents  were  melliflnons,  the  langpiage  was  very 
endently  of  the  most  harsh  and  guttural  kind,  and 
altogether  unlike  any  of  those  civilized  tongues 
which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  hear,  either  from 
the  lips  of  his  own  countrymen,  or  their  neighbours  to 
the  south.  No  sooner,  therefore,  did  these  barbaric 
sounds  reach  his  ear,  than  he  at  once  knew  from 
whom  they  must  proceed,  and  his  heart  was  joyful  at 
the  discovery. 

''It  is  my  sweet  little  German,  talking  her  native 
tongue,"  said  he  to  himself:  **  no  one  else  could  pro- 
nounce such  abominable  words  in  so  divine  a  voice. 
The  bird  is  still  safe  in  the  cage,  and  I  have 
not  had  my  walk  home  for  nothing.  But  what  is 
she  whining  about  so  piteously? — and  to  whom  is 
she  speaking,  if  uot  to  herself?" 

With  those  words,  be  unclosed  the  door,  and  enter- 
ing the  apartment,  beheld  the  damsel  walking  slowly 
to  and  fro,  with  an  agitated  air,  and  a  countenance 
strongly  indicative  of  alarm.  She  was  all  by  herself, 
and  had  very  evidently  been  pronouncing  a  soliloquy 
or  monologue,  in  the  dialect  of  her  father-land. 

*^  Adorable  Thusnelda !"  said  Vitalianus,  in  an 
insinuating  tone,  as  he  intruded  on  her  solitude. 

Thusnelda  started,  looked  at  him,  and  uttered  a 
shriek.     *'  What  do  I  behold  Y'  cried  she,  convul- 
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siyely.    **  Ob|  Pnefect,  are  you  amongst  the  living 
still?" 

"  Scarcely/'  replied  the  great  man ;  and  then,  per- 
cetTing  that  she  looked  more  startled  than  before, 
probably  under  the  idea  that  she  beheld  a  larva^  or  a 
cacodemon  come  to  carry  her  away,  he  added,  *'  fear 
not,  my  Thusnelda ;  I  am  still  in  the  flesh ;  although 
it  is  true  that  since  I  was  last  in  your  divine  presence, 
I  have  endured  enough  to  kill  any  one  less  vigorous 
than  myself,  or  my  royal  master  Maximin,  who  is  a 
giant.  Nevertheless,  the  severest  of  my  trials  has 
been  the  dread  I  entertained  of  losing  my  beloved 
Thusnelda  herself." 

After  this  little  compliment,  he  proceeded  to  ques- 
tion her  about  what  had  happened  in  the  palace  dur- 
ing his  absence,  and  more  especially  since  the  de- 
parture of  his  wife ;  **  for,"  said  he,  *'  you  cannot 
conceive  how  much  shocked  and  astonished  I  was  to 
find  the  palace  so  completely  empty  on  my  return ; 
tell  me,  therefore,  I  beseech  you,  what  caused  the 
desertion  of  the  household^  and  for  what  reason  I 
now  find  you,  apparently,  the  only  occupant  of  this 
immense  residence  ?" 

Unto  which  questions,  Thusnelda  replied  briefly 
by  informing  him,  that  soon  after  Laurentia  Ogulnia 
quitted  the  palace,  the  domestics  had  become  alarmed 
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by  the  reports  brought  from  yarious  quarters  touch- 
ing the  result  of  the  conflict,  and  the  fate  of  the  com- 
manders ;  that  these  reports  were,  for  the  most  part, 
ridiculously  exaggerated,  and  almost  always  unfa* 
Yourable  to  their  master,  who  was  at  one  time  repre- 
sented as  dying  of  his  wounds,  and  at  another  as 
actually  dead,  while  his  troops  were  aflirmed  to  have 
been  massacred  to  a  man,  his  wife  taken  prisoner,  and 
Basilides  whipped  to  death. 

'*  This  disastrous  intelligence  had  a  strong  eflect  on 
their  minds,*'  said  she,  "  and  they  unanimously  de- 
termined that  the  law  of  self-preservation  fully  jus- 
tified them  in  quitting  the  palace  before  the  victo- 
rious Consul  could  take  possession  of  it,  and  cause 
the  whole  of  them  to  be  slain.  In  the  midst  of  their 
fright,  I  must  say,  however,  that  they  were  not  ne- 
glectful of  my  safety  any  more  than  of  their  own ;  for 
they  strongly  urged  me  to  accompany  them  in  their 
flight,  and  represented  the  awful  consequences  of  my 
falling  into  the  hands. of  the  exasperated  and  tri- 
umphant foe.  Neither  was  I  insensible  to  what  they 
said.  But  whither  could  I  fly  ?^ that  was  the  ques- 
tion. I  was  a  stranger  in  the  metropolis ;  friendless 
and  unprotected  as  a  stray  lamb  in  the  forest ;  and  I 
knew  not  where  to  seek  an  asylum  should  I  quit  the 
only  roof  which  had  sheltered  me  since  I  was  torn 
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from  m;  patenial  beartlu  I  accordiogly  resisted  tlieir 
persaasioDS,  aad,  in  a  sort  of  despair,  determined  to 
remain  where  I  was,  at  all  hazards." 

"And  well  have  you  done/'  replied  the  Prs&ct 
*'  May  I  not  hope»  however,  that  yon  were  not  solely 
influenced  by  the  considerations  yon  haye  alleged, 
but  that  a  certain  tender,— or  at  least  a  favoarable, 
recollection  of  the  individnal  nnder  whose  roof  joa 
had  dwelt,  partly  induced  you  to  remain  V* 

**  I  acknowledge  a  debt  of  gratitude,'^  answened 
the  damsel,  somewhat  evasively ;  "  nor  do  I  de»re  to 
entertain  any  but  a  favourable  feeling  towards  the 
hnsband  of  my  friend, — towards  one  whom  I  have 
been  tanght  to  consider  as  a  guardian  during  the 
period  of  my  exile, — or  captivity, — for  suck  may  I 
term  my  forced  residence  beneath  his  roof.'' 

''These  are  measured  terms  of  approbation,"  re- 
plied VitalianuSy  ''  how  little  do  they  correspond  to 
the  warmth  of  my  own  sentiments,  adorable  Thuar 
nelda,  in  your  behalf! — Sweet  g^l !  yon  are  the  idol 
of  my  soul!" 

To  this  speech,  pronounced  with  a  good  deal  of 
energy  as  it  was,  the  damsel  felt  little  inclination  to 
reply.  In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  answering,  she 
proceeded  to  inquire  of  her  companion,  what  were 
his  reasons  for  returning  home  ?  And,  considering 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  placed,  whe- 
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ther  it  was  Dot  imprudent  in  him  to  have  sought  a 
place  so  unfit  for  concealment  as  his  own  lesidence  ? 
Unto  which  interrogatories  he  replied,  '^  Lovely 
Thasnelda,  you  speak  judiciously ;  your  words  prove 
yon  to  be  no  less  wise  than  beautiful ;  for  it  was  very 
imprudent  in  me  to  return  to  a  place  where  I  well 
knew  my  enemies  would  be  sure  to  search  for  me  the 
first  thing.  You  ought,  however,  to  be  the  last 
person  to  find  fault  with  me  for  my  fool-hardiness, 
seeing  that  my  only  reason  for  thus  risking  my  life 
was  my  dread  of  your  falling  into  the  bands  of  the 
enemy,  —  generally,  —  or  more  especially,  into  those 
of  an  atrocious  young  rebel  and  reprobate  who  leads 
on  the  rest,  and  whom  I  strongly  suspect  to  entertain 
designs  very  inimical  to  your  respectability,  and 
future  well  being  in  life.  Setting  aside  all  interested 
considerations,  therefore,  I  have  returned  home  for 
the  express  purpose  of  rescuing  you  from  this 
horrible  fate,  and  conducting  you  to  a  place  where 
you  will  not  only  be  secure,  but,  I  trust,  happy, 
in  the  society  of  those  to  whom  you  are  habituated, 
aod  by  whom  you  are  beloved,  amiable  creature,  with 
an  intensity  which  I  should  in  vain  endeavour  to 
describe.  My  words  are  inadequate  to  portray  the 
transports  with  which  I  thus  offer  an  asylum  to  the 
idol  of  my  heart." 
Thusnelda  listened  to  this  fine,  flourishing,  mouthy 
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speech  in  profound  silence.  Strange  to  say.  she  did 
not  appear  to  reciprocate  the  transports  of  her  friend 
to  their  fall  extent,  even  if  she  responded  to  them  at 
all.  She  perhaps  doubted  the  professions  of  disinter^ 
estedness  with  which  he  thought  proper  to  qualify  the 
enthusiastic  and  complimentary  tenor  of  his  address. 

Perceiving  that  she  stood  in  an  attitude  of 
reflection  y  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  ground, 
instead  of  embracing  his  offers  with  the  joy  aad 
readiness  which  he  had  expected,  Yitalianos  Mt 
somewhat  discontented,  if  not  absolutely  indignaiity 
at  her  indifference;  besides  which,  he  considered 
that  he  had  but  little  time  to  spare,  and  that  as  she 
was  completely  in  his  power,  it  would  be  the  height 
of  folly  to  employ  entreaties  where  commands 
available,  and  must  necessarily  be  so  much 
eflicacious.  These  considerations  inducing  him  to 
change  his  tone,  **  Woman !"  said  he,  sternly,  *'do  not 
suppose  that  because  I  have  condescended  to  use  the 
language  of  supplication,  my  requests  are  to  be  re* 
fused.  I  have  returned  home  at  the  peril  of  my 
life,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  for  the  express  pur- 
pos6  of  carrying  you  back  with  me  to  my  plaee  of 
refuge,  and  be  assured  I  shall  not  relinquish  my 
design  on  account  of  any  foolish  caprice  of  yours. 
Come,  simpleton,  let  us  be  off." 

^0  saying,  and  without  waiting  for  a  raptv,  he 
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seized  her  by  the  hand.  She  saw  that  it  would  be 
useless  to  resist;  even  bad  she  been  more  determined 
upon  resistance  than  she  was.  Bnt  the  truth  was, 
that  her  mind  was  in  a  yacillating  state,  and  that  her 
rductance  to  accompany  the  Preefect  in  his  retreat 
was  scarcely  greater  than  her  dread  of  being  left 
behind  him  in  the  deserted  palace.  She  accordingly 
did  not  manifest  any  decided  opposition  to  his  will, 
but  submitted  to  be  led  from  the  apartment  with  a 
degree  of  composure  which  at  once  did  credit  to  her 
philosophy,  and  proved  the  firmness  of  her  nerves. 

Perceiving  this  favourable  change,  and  plumii^ 
himself  on  his  own  good  management,  *'  Well/*  said 
Vitalianos,  with  his  usual  familiarity,  as  they  hurried 
along,  ''  well,  my  dear  Thusnelda,  1  must  say  your 
sex  are  the  most  inexplicable  creatures  in  the  world. 
It  is  a  long  while  before  a  man  makes  you  out. 
Here  might  I  have  stood  for  an  hoiir,  flattering  you, 
and  entreating  you,  and  paying  you  compliments, 
without  gaining  my  ends,  or  meeting  with  any  other 
return  than  downcast  looks  and  unamiable  refusals 
to  my  prayers.  But  no  sooner  do  I  frown  and  look 
unamiable  myself,  than  you  suddenly  lose  your 
haughtiness,  and  lay  aside  your  reluctance,  and  sub- 
mit with  a  good  grace  to  the  commands  which  I  have 
most  ungraciously  pronounced.  There  is  nothing 
like  firmness  with  a  female  after  all." 
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Tknsnelda  smiled.  ''  There  may  be  samethii^  m 
what  you  say/'  whispered  she.  Tbeo,  either  with  a 
▼iew  to  ohangiDg  the  sabjeet,  or  because  she  was 
really  aaxioas  to  be  iitformed  about  what  she  aaked, 
she  continued,  ''but  tell  me,  VitaUaDus,  wiieie are 
we  going  to,  now  ?  How  do  you  pvopose  to  reach 
the  camp,  which,  if  I  am  not  fldst^cn,  is  situated 
quite  at  the  other  side  of  the  city, — sone  mites  off; 
—  and  as  the  streets  are  probably  in  a  sad  state  of 
conflision,  nay,  perhaps  filled  with  the  victorioas 
troops,  we  shall  surely  run  some  risk  of  being,  cap- 
tared  as  we  pass  through  them,  ere  we  hare  com- 
pleted the  journey." 

**  Very  likely  we  should,  were  we  to  eater  IhiQ,'' 
replied  the  Prasfect.  *'  I  propose,  however,  to  per- 
form the  whole  journey  to  the  camp  without  oaee 
quitting  the  palace.'* 

''How  can  that  be  possible?"  asked Thusneida. 
with  a  gesture  of  surprise. 

"I  will  tell  you,"  tejoined  the  Pimfetft;  **  or 
rather,"  added  he,  *'  I  would  tell  you  were  a  ▼ethal 
explanation  neoessary  when  you  are  just  abowt  to 
witness  the  thing  with  your  own  eyes,  which  w31 
render  it  far  more  clear  to  your  conqmhensiott  thmi 
any  words  which  I  could  em|»loy." 

''Nevertheless,"  smd  the  damsd,  '*I  wish  yo« 
would  tell  me  a  little  about  it  fint,  for  I  cannot  he^ 
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thinking  yoa  are  laaghing  at  me.  What,  indeed, 
can  you  possibly  mean  by  saying  that  we  can  go  all 
the  way  across  the  city,  from  the  Palatine  to  the 
farthest  end  of  the  Qoirinal,  without  going  out  of  the 
house?" 

''  I  did  not  exactly  say  that,"  replied  the  other, 
"  we  may  be  obliged  to  quit  the  house,  but  we  need 
not  exceed  the  limits  of  the  palace." 

**  I  do  not  understand  you,  O  Vitalianus/'  said  the 
nymph  ;  "  you  are  now  even  more  incomprehensible 
than  before." 

'*  Very  probably,"  answered  the  Praefect ;  *'  but  it 
is  because  you  are  a  little  simpleton,  and  moreover,  a 
barbarian,  that  you  find  yourself  so  much  puzzled  by 
what  I  say.  The  most  unenlightened  of  the  citizens 
would  require  no  explanation  of  that  which  seems 
such  a  mystery  to  you."  ■ 

"  Pity  my  ignorance  then,  and  enlighten  me  too," 
said  the  interesting  native  of  the  wilds. 

"Well,"  said  the  Prajfect,  "I  will  do  what  I  can. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  strange  that  you  should  have  lived 
so  long  in  the  palace,  — for  if  I  rightly  recollect,  you 
have  now  1)een  our  guest  for  upwards  of  a  y6ar, — 
and  still  know  so  little  about  it." 

"  Why,  how  should  I  know  more  about  it,"  said 
Thusnelda,  ''when,  as  you  are  well  aware,  I  have 
never  been  permitted  to  go  beyond  a  few  of  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


48  PISO  AKD  THE   PBAFECT. 

principal  rooms,  ordinarily  inhabited  by  your  lady 
and  yourself?  I  have  heard,  indeed*  that  it  is  an 
immense  large  rambling  place,  and  extends  to  a  great 
distance, — ^much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Palatine,^ — 
bat  that  is  all  the  information  teaching  it  which  J 


''True/'  replied  Vitalianos,  '« I  had  forgottai 
that,  as  a  hostage,  it  had  been  thooght  necessary  to 
keep  you  nnder  a  certain  degree  of  restraint*  How- 
ever, it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  keep  yon  in  igno- 
rance as  well ;  and  I  will  explain  what  you  wish  as 
distinctly  as  I  can.  You  must  know,  theD,**  con- 
tinued he,  ''  that  the  residence  appropriated  to  tbe 
use  of  the  emperors,  and  originally  called  the  palaee, 
because  it  was  built  on  the  Palatine  Hill,  has  been 
gradually  enlarged  by  successive  sovereigns  till  it  has 
now  actually  become  more  .extensive  than  any  city  in 
the  empire,  except  Rome  itself; *  and  as  Antiodi  is 
well  known  to  contain  nearly  half  a  million  of  inhabi- 
tants, (to  say  nothing  of  Alexandria  iriiich  ia  liUle 
less  populous,)  you  may  from  this  simple  hct  fern 
somethmg  like  an  estimate  of  its  siae.  Of  its  shape, 
.no  verbal  description  could  give  yon 
nor  of  the  manner  in  which  one  part  is 


*  For  this  &ct,  (incredible  as  it  seems),  w«  hav«  the 
of  Herodian.    Another  writer  has  assured  as  that  ths 
reached  all  round  Borne. 
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yHfih  another^  and  the  whole  with  the  bmldiog  on 
the  Ptilatine.  Yon  will  be  better  able  to  judge 
wbM  yon  haye  seen  it,  as  yon  soon  will,  jotirself* 
Alt  I  shall  say  in  the  meanwhile,  is  that  it  nearly 
encompasses  the  whole  metropolis,  and  connects 
the  remote  Gardens  of  Geta  (on  the  Janicnlnm) 
with  the  Grardens  of  Sallnst  (on  the  Qoirinal) 
wbiehy  as  of  course  yon  know,  are  situated  exactly 
at  the  opposite  side  of  the  city,  and  within  a  very 
short  distance  of  the  Prstorian  Camp/' 

'*How  extraordinary r  cried  Thnsnelda;  ''and 
how  ridiculous  too,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so. 
What  would  my  unsophisticated  countrymen  think 
of  a  residence  appropriated  to  the  use  of  an  indivi- 
dual being  large  enough  to  contain  five  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  long  enough  to  reach  all 
round  the  greatest  city  in  the  world?  Assuredly 
they  would  laugh/' 

'•  I  dare  say  tiiey  would,"  said  the  Praefect ;  "  but 
then  yon  know  they  are  barbarians ;  a  Roman  empe- 
ror cannot  live  in  a  hut*  However,"  continued  he, 
^  here  we  are,  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  staircase 
which  leads  down  the  side  of  the  Palatine  into  the 
vnle  below/' 

And  in  effect  as  he  spoke,  Thnsnelda  saw  a  broad 
flight  of  rough-hewn  stone  steps  before  her,  apparently 
of  interminable  lengthy  the  lower  portion  of  them 
VOL.  III.  0 
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beiDg  veiled  in  darkoesSi  so  that  they  had  the  appear- 
ance of  descending  into  a  black  bottomless  pit,  or  un- 
fathomable abyss,  qnite  frightfnl  to  heboid*  Her 
companion,  however,  being  provided  with  a  lamp,  die 
perceived  as  she  went  down,  that  this  flight,  though 
of  great  extent,  at  last  terminated  in  a  vaulted 
passage,  of  the  same  width  as  the  stairs,  and  paved 
with  similar  blocks  of  rough-hewn  stone.  A  strong, 
heavy,  massive-looking  door  was  visible  at  the  far* 
ther  end. 

"  I  trust  I  have  not  forgotten  the  keys,"  said  the 
Prcefect,  as  he  approached  this  formidable  barrier : 
then  fumbling  within  the  folds  of  his  dress,  and 
drawing  out  a  clavium  fasciculus  of  considerable 
size,  **  no,"  said  he,  *'  I  believe  it  is  one  of  these, 
though  I  scarcely  know  which :  let  me  try." 

<'6ive  me  the  lamp,"  said  Thusnelda;  ''I  will 
hold  it  while  you  examine  them,  and  select  the  one 
you  want.'* 

"  Take  it,"  said  the  gallant  man, ''  though  I  regret 
much  that  your  fair  fingers  should  ran  any  risk 
of  being  contaminated  by  the  oil,  well  clarified  and 
odoriferous  as  it  is," 

Having  both  his  hands  at  liberty,  he  now  pn>> 
ceeded  to  scrutinize  the  several  keys  upon  the  bunch, 
or  fasciculus^  one  by  one;  and  after  a  lengthened 
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examinatioo,  singled  oat  a  huge  rusty  piece  of  iron, 
of  a  complicated  form,  which  he  judged  to  be  adapted 
to  the  lock;  nevertheless^  upon  putting  it  to  the 
proof,  it  was  found  wanting,  for  it  would  not  turn  in 
the  wards*  '  After  much  pushing  and  thrusthig, 
therefore,  to  no  purpose,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  withdrawing  it,  and  trying  a  similar  experiment 
with  another;  which  also  provmg  unsuccessful,  he 
renewed  the  attempt  with  a  thirds  and  even  with  a 
fourth.  But  he  still  laboured  in  vain;  the  door 
remained  fast;  and  getting  out  of  patience  at  an  ob- 
stade  upon  which  he  had  not  calculated,  ''  The 
Furies  seize  the  keys !"  cried  •  he,  in  a  loud  voice ; 
^'  what  can  be  the  matter  with  them  ?  Surely  they 
are  not  the  right  ones  after  alL  And  yet,''  added 
he,  thoughtfully,  *'  I  do  not  know  how  that  can  be 
either ;  for  Laurentia  and  myself  never  suffer  them 
to  be  out  of  sight  of  one  or  other  of  us  for  a  moment. 
We  are  not  the  people  to  put  more  trust  in  our  slaves 
or  servants  than  we  can  help,  you  may  be  sure." 

''Try  another,"  said  Thusnelda;  ''you  may  yet 
find  one  that  will  do." 

"  Yes,-^assuredly,''  replied  her  companion,  and  he 
Mlowed  her  advice.  But  it  was  all  to  no  purpose. 
In  vain  did  he  thrust,  aiod  shove,  and  strain,  till  he 
was  black  in  the  face.    The  obstinacy  of  the  lock 
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waa  unoonqaerable ;  it  seemed  to  set  hiB  puny  efforts 
at  defiaooe,  and  laug^  him  to  scorn  as  a  thing  o£  no 
value  or  acoonnt. 

All  of  a  sudden  a  new  thought  seemed  to  occnr  to 
him  ;  he  turned  pale  and  trembled  as  the  snspicicm 
crossed  his  mind  that  the  wife  of  hb  heart  had  played 
him  a  most  abominable  trick, — a  trick  which  none  of 
his  countrymen  had  been  ever  known  to  overlook, 
and  which  he  himself^  of  all  men  living,  would  have 
been  the  last  to  pardon  or  foi^^  Giving  v^nt  to 
his  fears,  th^efore,  in  an  under  voice»  scarce  kmd 
enough  to  be  heard,  ^*  Is  it  possible, — is  it  a  thing 
credible,"  said  he,  ^'that  these  keys  can  be  ad»lr 
terwsf^ — forged  by  my  wife,  and  given  to  me 
instead  of  the  true,  which  for  her  own  wicked  pur- 
poses she  retains  herself?*' — and  then  making  an 
appeal  to  his  companion,  ''  Da  you  believe  it  possi- 
ble/' continued  h^,  ''that  so  sweet  a  crenture  as 
Laurentia  could  be  guilty  of  the  monstrous  orime  of 
counterfeiting  her  husband's  keys  !  —  a  hudiand  toc^ 
so  indulgent  as  myself,  who,  as  you  well  know,  was 
always  ready  to  forgive  any  of  the  little  errors  and 
transgressions  into  which  she  might  be  hurried  fay  the 
warmth  of  her  feelings  and  the  tenderness  of  her 
heart*    What  was  it  to  me,  for  instance,  that  aheenr 

*  This  was  the  epithet  bestowed  upon  keys  counteifeited  bj  s 
man's  wife. 
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couraged  a  lover  or  so?  I  sympathised  with  the 
weakness,  and  judged  mildly  of  the  offence.  Bot  to 
coanterfeit  my  keys ! — oh,  hideous  criminality ! — oh, 
unpardonable  wickedness !  —  oh,  act  of  turpitude 
which  our  ancestors  in  the  purest  ages  of  the  republic 
classed  with  the  most  abominable  crimes,  and  deemed 
equally  worthy  of  punishment  with  unfaithfulness  to 
one's  bed,  or  the  assassination  of  one's  own  off- 
spring!" 

Thusnelda  endeavoured  to  pacify  him  by  asserting 
it  as  her  firm  conviction  that  his  wife  was  wholly  in*- 
capable  of  the  offence  of  which  he  suspected  her, 
and  that  if  the  keys  were  really  counterfeit,  they 
must  have  been  forged  by  somebody  else,  ''  And  do 
not  despair  too  soon,''  added  she,  ''you  have  not 
tried  them  all ;  you  may  yet  find  the  right  one  on  the 
bunch."  Thus  encouraged,  he  again  renewed  the 
attempt;  and  without  detailing  particulars,  it  may 
suffice  to  say,  that  after  many  unsuccessful  efforts, 
he  at  last  found  a  key,  which  if  not  the  proper  one, 
was  at  least  sufficiently  adapted  to  the  lock  to  turn 
in  the  wards,  and  withdraw  the  bolt :  the  door  was 
accordingly  unclosed,  and  no  sooner  was  it  opened 
than  a  strong  breeze  rashed  in,  almost  extinguishing 
the  lamp,  and  plainly  announcing  to  Thusnelda  thai 
she  was  about  to  emerge  into  the  open  air. 

**  Take  care  of  the  light,  or  it  will  be  out,"  said 
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the  Praefect.  **  Shield  the  flame  from  the  wind  with 
your  hand,  for  we  shall  soon  have  occasioD  for  it 
.again." 

Doing  as  she  was  bid,  and  passing  through  the 
door,  she  found  herself  in  a  portico,  supported  by  a 
row  of  pillars  on  each  side,  but  otherwise  unclosed, 
and  aflTording  her  a  full  view  of  the  clear,  bright, 
jpoon-lft  firmament,  with  a  few  light  fleecy  clouds, 
flitting  across  it  here  and  there.  The  Praefect  closed 
the  door  enrefully  behind  him,  reloc&ed  it,  and  pock- 
eted the  key.  Then  taking  the  lamp  from  his  com- 
panion, and  apologising  with  his  usual  gallantry  for 
having  allowed  her  to  carry  it  so  long,  "  Now,  ay 
dear  Thusaelda,"  said  he,  ''  let  us  waste  no  more 
time, — we  have  lost  too  much  of  it  already,— but 
hasten  on,  and  perform  the  rest  of  our  journey  as 
quickly  as  we  can/' 

The  portico  was  of  considerable  extent,  and  not- 
withstanding the  length  of  the  staircase  by  which 
they  had  descended  to  it,  seemed  also  to  be  at  soias 
height  from  the  ground ;  indeed,  almost  oq  a  level 
with  the  tops  of  the  houses  which  Thc^nelda  saw  on 
each  side,  but  especially  to  the  teft,  where  they  were 
the  most  numerous;. on  the  right  there  were  hot 
few;  but  as  if  to  make  amends  for  the  want  of  such  in- 
considerable edifices,  there  was  one  struotnie  of  a  mag- 
nitude in  comparison  with  which  all  the  other  buildings 
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in  Borne,  even  at  that  period,  were  as  dwarfs :  it  was 
the  amphitheatre  of  Vespasian,  since  better  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Coliseum.  Thusoelda,  who  bad 
often  seen  it  before,  of  coarse  recognised  it  at  once  ; 
never,  however,  bad  she  been  so  impressed  with  the 
vastness  of  its  size,  and  the  accuracy  of  its  propor- 
tions, as  when  sbe  thus  saw  it,  from  a  point  of  view 
peculiarly  favourable,  relieved  against  the  clear, 
cold,  moonlight  sky,  and  contrasted  with  the  compa- 
ratively minute  edifices  in  its  vicinity.  She  felt  quite 
awe-struck  at  the  sight ;  nevertheless,  audible  trans- 
ports being  more  congenial  to  her  sex  than  silent 
admiration,  she  could  not  forbear  breaking  out  into 
the  most  vehement  exclamations  of  delight.  "  How 
beautiful !"  cried  she,  **  how  unutterably  magnificent 
and  sublime !"  This  enthusiasm  of  hers  being  ac- 
ceptable to  her  comrade,  as  it  gratified  his  national 
yanity,  though  he  did  not  comprehend  its  full  force, 
nor  the  source  from  which  it  arose,  he  replied  to  her 
remarks  with  an  air  of  approbation  and  assent,  saying, 
''Yes,  yes,  it  is  a  fine  amphitheatre  certainly,  and 
moreover  a  monument  of  what  may  be  done  by  dint 
of  economy  and  penuriousness ;  for  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  Vespasian  would  never  have  been  able  to 
erect  such  an  immense  pile  had  he  not  laid  taxes 
on  all  sorts  of  unsavory  articles,  not  fit  to  be  named 
in  Ike  presence  of  a  lady.    By  the  bye,  Thusnelda," 
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added  he,  *'  did  yoa  ever  bear  that  carious  anecdote 
about  the  mimic  employed  to  imitate  him  at  his 
obseqaies,  and  who,  aping  his  voice  and  gestures, 
inquired  of  the  bystanderst  'how*  much  the  whole 
ceremony  was  likely  to  cost?' — ^^  A  hundred  thousand 
sesterces/  was  the  reply. — '  Then  give  me  the  money/ 
said  the  mimic,  personating  the  economical  emperor, 
'  and  throw  my  carcase  into  the  Tiber/ — Now  was 
not  that  good  ?" 

They  had  now  traversed  the  whole  leng^  of  the 
portico,  and  arrived  at  another  flight  of  steps*  steeps 
but  of  no  great  height ;  having  ascended  which,  they 
found  themselves  on  a  sort  of  small  platform,  from 
the  farther  side  of  which  sprung  a  narrow  bridge, 
fashioned  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  the  modem 
Rial  to  at  Venice,  and  evidently  intended  only  for  the 
use  of  foot  passengers.  Mounting  this  bridge,  ThQ»- 
nelda  perceived  that  it  was  not  thrown  across  a  river, 
as  in  her  ignorance  of  the  topography  of  the  city  she 
had  at  first  supposed,  but  that  it  formed  the  comma- 
nication  between  the  opposite  sides  of  a  broad  street, 
which  passed  immediately  underneath  it,  and  was 
clearly  visible  in  the  moonlight,  though  at  a  great 
depth  below,  the  arch  being  eveu  above  the  level  of 
the  houses'  tops.  Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  the  street  itself  was  thronged  with  passen- 
gers, ma^y  of  whom  apparently  bore  lights  in  their 
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handstand  looked  like  fire-flies,  or  Wills  o*  the  Whisp, 
as  they  flitted  about  in  different  directions,  crossing, 
and  recrossing  each  other,  till  they  disappeared. 

Stopping  on  the  centre  of  the  bridge,  and  looking 
down  between  thebatastrades,  "  This  is  the  Snburra," 
said  the  PraBfect;  ^'one  of  the  most  frequented 
streets  in  ttome^  though  perhaps  scarcely  one  of  the 
most  fashionable.  Those  people  you  see  with  the 
lights  are  the  clients  of  the  different  great  men  who 
reside  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  are  returning 
home  with  their  8partul(B,or  suppers,  which  they  have 
just  received  gratuitously  from  their  respective  pa- 
trons. They  keep  the  dishes  from*  getting  cold 
by  means  of  a  small  brazier  filled  with  hot  char- 
coal ;  and  it  is  these  fires  which  produce  the  odd 
effect  which  you  observe.'* 

"  Poor  wretches  !"  said  Thusnelda,  *'  cannot  they 
afford  to  buy  suppers  for  themselves?  How  de- 
plorable must  be  their  lot !" 

Vitalianus  smiled  at  her  simplicity.  ''Do  not 
make  yourself  uneasy  about  them,"  he  replied ; — 
''  they  are  not  such  objects  of  compassion  as  you  sup- 
pose. You  will,  however,  scarcely  believe  me  when 
I  tell  you  that  many  of  them  are  well  known  to  be  ex- 
tremely rich  men ;  much  richer  than  those  from  whom 
they  receive  the  dole,  though  in  an  inferior  station  of 
life.  Nevertheless,  such  is  their  meanness  and  ra- 
d5 
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pacity,  that  they  scramble  for  their  daily  aliowance 
with  as  muoh  eagerness  as  the  poorest  amongst  the 
crowd/* 

"  How  despicable !"  cried  Tbnsnelda,  with  a 
gesture  of  contempt.  '^  I  shall  not  pity  tbem 
again.'* 

Having  crossed  the  bridge,  they  descended  another 
staircase,  and  entered  a  sort  of  vaulted  passage,  not 
unlike  a  modern  tunnel,  at  the  end  of  which  they 
found  a  strong  door,  resembling  the  one  throa^ 
which  they  had  passed  with  so  much  difficulty  at  the 
other  side  of  the  street.  But  they  did  not  meet  with 
any  similar  difficulty  in  unfastening  the  lock;  it 
yielded  at  once  to  the  first  key  the  Preefect  applied, 
and  immediately  convinced  him  that  his  snspidons 
had  been  erroneous  concerning  the  remainder  of  the 
bunch.  Longer  staircases  than  any  they  had  seen 
before,  then  presented  themselves  to  the  wayfaren, 
and  they  again  began  to  ascend. 

As  they  mounted  this  flight,  with  immense  laboar 
and  difficulty,  "Now,*'  said  the  Prsefect,  **we  are 
going  up  the  Esquiline,  and  when  we  reach  the  top, 
thanks  to  the  gods,  we  shall  be  once  more  on  the 
level  ground,  and  continue  there  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  journey.** 

And,  accordingly,  having  attained  the  summit  of 
this  hill,  which  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  the 
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s6?eUy  they  oontinned  to  advance  for  some  time,  by  a 
devious  ronte^  but  withoot  encountering  any  of  those 
abrupt  ascents,  and  precipitous  declivities,  which  had 
rendered  the  commencement  of  their  journey  so  la- 
borious. Yet,  flat  as  it  was,  this  portion  of  their 
path  was  far  from  being  monotonous  or  dull ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  singularly  diversified;  sometimes 
they  penetrated  through  long,  dark,  gloomy,  and  to 
all  appearance,  subterraneous  passages ;  sometimes 
they  emerged  into  a  light,  open,  airy  portico,  which 
went  winding  along  till  it  terminated  in  the  vestibule 
of  some  stately  edifice, — a  branch  of  the  palace  itself, 
whence,  after  threading  immense  suits  of  apartments, 
all  as  silent  as  the  tomb,  they  issued  into  vast  gardens, 
and  passed  through  a  variety  of  verdant  walks  and 
shady  avenues,  till  a  gate  in  the  wall  again  gave  them 
egress,  and  they  suddenly  found  themselves  in  another 
portico  like  that  by  which  they  had  approached,  or  in 
a  dark,  still,  grassy  lane,  with  a  high  wall  on  either 
side,  which  conducted  them,  by  a  circuitous  route, 
to  the  rear  of  an  bsulated  residence,  of  immense  size 
and  magnificent  appearance,  entering  which  by  a 
private  door,  they  pgain  threaded  a  variety  of  splen- 
didly decorated  but  deserted  rooms,  and  sallying 
forth  from  the  front  entrance,  either  entered  a  street, 
or  crossed  a  bridge,  and  resumed  their  journey  as 
before. 

In  short,  by  a  variety  of  contrivances,  which  it  is 
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impossible  to  desccibe  more  accuralely,  tbej  w«n 
enabled  to  pass  from  one  branch  of  the  imperial  ren- 
dence  to  anoth^,  without  travening  the  paUk 
thoroughfares,  and  eyen  without  showing  thefflflel?es 
in  them  for  more  than  a  minute  at  a  time»  till  they 
arrived  at  the  Gardens  of  Maecenas^  situated  on  the 
central  part  of  the  Esquiline,  and  about  half-way  be* 
tween  the  old  part  of  the  palaee  whence  they  had 
started,  and  the  Praetorian  Campt  whereunto  they 
were  bound. 

Having  opened  a  small  door  in  the  gardenHroU« 
with  one  of  his  keys,  the  Praefect  and  hiscompanum 
found  themselves  in  a  narrow  path,  so  thickly  arched 
over  with  trees,  that  the  light  of  the  moon  could 
scarcely  penetrate  through  the  foliage.  This  path 
opened  upon  a  wide  lawn,  and  afforded  the  way- 
farers a  sight  of  a  vast  edifice,  of  most  singular  ap- 
pearance, situated  in  one  comer  of  the  garden,  and 
almost  in  contact  with  the  external.  walL  It  was  a 
building  which,  strange  to  say,  rather  resembled  s 
Chinese  pagoda  than  a  classical  abode;  its  founda- 
tions being  of  vast  extent,  and  its  height  imimftpf^^ 
while  every  story  gradually  decreased  in  size  as  it 
approached  the  top,  so  that  the  upper  one  of  all  ap- 
parently contained  no  more  than  a  single  room,  and 
from  its  lantern-like  form,  seemed  intended  for  an 
observatory  over  the  surrounding  city. 

"  This  garden-house,*'  said  the  Prcefect,  as  he  led 
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Thiunelda  towards  the  tower-like  stmctare^  "  was 
ereoted  and  inhabited  by  one  of  the  greatest  states- 
men and  most  renowned  patrons  of  literature  that  ever 
lived.     It  is  a  strange  fantastic  sort  of  a  concern,  as 
yon  see ;  belonging  to  no  particular  order  of  archi- 
tecture,  and,  perhaps,  scarcely  so  chaste  and  elegant 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  refined  taste 
of  its  founder.    It  has  neither  porches  nor  porticoes, 
columns  nor  domes.    It  k,  in  fact,  nothing  but  a 
lofty  pile,  consisting  of  a  great  number  of  stories,  each 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  one  below,  and  consti- 
tnting^  on  the  whole,  a  sort  of  irregular  pyramid. 
Yet,  taken  altogether,  the  character  of  the  building 
is  rather  light  and  airy  than  heavy  and  monotonous ; 
and  if  it  is  not  strictly  speaking,  classical,  we  are  to 
consider  that  the  chief  object  of  MsN^nas  in  erecting 
it,  was,  probably,  that  of  obtaining  an  extensive  view 
over  the  adjacent  capital,  which,  in  his  ministerial 
capacity,  might  have  been  of  use.    And  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  this  object,  you  would  have  ample  proof 
were  you  to  mount  up  into  the  observatory,  from  the 
windows  of  which  I  myself  have  often,  in  a  clear 
day,  seen  the  whole  fourteen  regions  of  the  capital  at 
once.''* 

'^  It  was  from  the  top  of  this  tower  that  Nero  beheld  the  confla- 
gration of  the  metropolis,  from  which  he  is  said  to  have  derived 
so  much  amusement 
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So  Spying,  he  began  aearehiog  for  hb  kejs.  Bat 
whilst  he  was  thos  enipk>yed,  Thasoelda,  looking 
upwards,  observed  something  which  she  thought  bore 
an.  iodistbct  resemblaooe  to  a  homan  head,  pro- 
truded from  a  small  window,  at  no  great  height  above 
the  portal.  <'  Look !  what  is  that  ?'*  cried  she,  sttd- 
denly,  pointing  upwards,  as  she  spoke. 

Vitalianus  looked  up  likewise ;  and  no  sooa^  did 
he  descry  the  object  which  had  attracted  her  notice, 
than  he  gave  emission  to  a  short  laugh,  and  exclaim- 
ed, ^^Papeel — ^it  is  one  of  my  wife's  nani,  I  believe. 
I  recollect  now,  she  had  a  couple  of  them  here,  and  I 
suppose  they  have  not  had  courage  enongh  to  run 
away,  like  the  rest  of  the  household, — ^wretches  as 
they  are ;''  and  making  a  sign  with  his  hand,  •*  Bar- 
do,"  cried  he,  *'  is  it  you  ?  or  Serapion  ? — ^whichever 
it  is,  come  down  quickly,  you  little  monster,  and  let 
us  in/' 

The  head,  if  such  it  might  be  called,  thereupon 
vanished  from  the  window ;  presently  afterwards,  a 
key  was  heard  to  be  thrust  into  the  lock  of  the  door 
from  the  inside;  then  it  turned  creakingly  in  the 
wards ;  then  there  was  a  sharp  crack,  and  the  door 
began  to  move.  When,  however,  it  was  completely 
unclosed,  Thusnelda  almost  started  back  in  horror  at 
the  sight  of  the  hideous  object  which  presented  itself 
within.     It  was  the  figure  of  a  dwarf,  not  above  two 
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feet  aod  a  half  high,  with  a  head  of  uoproportionable 
magnitude,  and  limbs  which  were,  apparently^  all 
joint,  tenninating  in  immense  hands  and  mighty  feet, 
broad,  flat,  and  turned  outwards  at  the  toe,  like  those 
of  a  dancing^master.     Nevertheless,  there  was  no 
hunch  upon  its  back ;  neither  did  the  figure  appear  to 
be  deformed  otherwise  than  by  being  unnaturally 
shortened  and  compressed.    The  shoulders  were  as 
broad  as  those  of  a  full-sized  man^  well  shaped  and 
muscular ;  the  back  flat,  though  ridiculously  short ; 
the  chest  square,  and  the  waist  small ;  yet  the  whole 
body  did  not  appear  to  exceed  ten  inches  in  length, 
while,  from  the  bulk  of  the  knees  and  ankles,  the 
lower  limbs  scarcely  presented  any  appearance  of 
thigh  or  shank,  or  the   upper  ones  any  interstitial 
space  between  the  elbows,  wrists,    and  shoulders. 
These   deformities  were  exhibited  with  a  liberality 
bordering  upon  indelicacy ;  the  dwarf  was,  in  fact, 
almost  in  a  state  of  pristine  nakedness,  though  loaded 
with  a  variety  of  ornaments,  such  as  rings,  bracelets, 
necklaces,  and  the  like. 

Perceiving  her  surprise,  ^'Do  not  be  alarmed, 
Thusnelda,"  said  the  Prsefect,  'Uhe  poor  thing  is 
quite  harmless,  I  assure  you,  and  you  need  not  be 
afraid;"  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  dwarf, — 
**  Burdo,"  said  he,  ''  I  am  glad  you  are  here ;  it  is 
lucky  you  did  not  run  away,  like  the  rest ;  for  you 
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will  be  of  use  to  us.  Lead  on,  my  man,  and  show  us 
wbere  we  can  rest  oarsekes,  for  we  are  tiied«*' 

The  dwarf  made  no  reply.  Notwithstanding  his 
doll  and  stnpid  coantenance»  however,  he  seemed  to 
comprehend  what  was  said,  and  turning  round  awk- 
wardly, as  if  the  eyolution  was  difficult  to  perform^ 
walked  down  the  entrance-passage*  at  a  slow  pace, 
followed  by  the  new  comers,  whom  he  eventually 
conducted  into  a  very  comfortable  apartment,  airy 
though  small,  and  (somewhat  to  their  astonishment) 
provided  with  a  chafing-dish  of  hot  charcoal,  placed 
on  the  hearth,  as  if  purposely  for  their  use.  **  Come," 
said  the  Preefect,  *'  this  is  better  than  I  expected. 
Now,  you  little  wretch,  if  you  could  bring  us  some^ 
thing  to  eat,  we  might  make  ourselves  comfortable 
during  the  little  time  we  have  to  spare."  The  {Mgmy 
made  a  profound  reverence,  and  withdrew  from  the 
room  in  solemn  silence. 

''  Is  he  dumb  ?"  said  Thusnelda. 

*'  Not  quite,"  replied  her  companion,  "  but  these 
monsters  are  seldom  loquacious.  They  are  some- 
what stupefied;  and  besides,  the  consciousness  of 
their  misfortunes,  and  the  sufferings  they  have  un* 
dergone,  generally  have  the  effect  of  making  them 
melancholy." 

'*  Poor  creatures !"  said  Thusnelda.    "  It  most 
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indeed  be  a  great  misfortttoe  to  be  so  ugly  :  bat  what 
are  the  sufferings  to  which  you  allnde?" 

**  Do  not  you  know,"  said  the  PriBfect,  "  that 
their  diminntiTe  stature  is  the  effect  of  art?  Such 
objects  as  the  one  you  have  just  seen  were  probably 
designed  by  nature  to  be  of  the  ordinary  size, — nay, 
perhaps  tall  men.  But  we  have  a  way  of  stopping 
their  growth  by  keeping  them  inclosed  in  small 
boxes,  fitted  to  their  size  in  infancy,  and  from  which 
they  are  never  emancipated  till  the  time  is  past  for 
farther  bodily  increase/' 

Thusnelda  shuddered  with  horror  and  disgust. 
''  What  unnatural  cruelty  V  cried  she,  ^'  and  what 
can  be  the  object  of  it  after  all  V 

**  Simply,"  replied  the  other,  ''  that  it  is  the 
fashion  for  our  great  ladies  to  be  attended  by  these 
little  frights ; — why  I  cannot  say, — for  nothing  you 
know  is  more  capricious  than  fashion,  or  more  unao« 
conntably  whimsical  than  a  fashionable  dame." 

Here  this  brief  discussion  on  pigmies  and  fine 
ladles  was  interrupted  by  the  re-entrance  of  the 
dwarf  Burdo  himself;  not  alone  as  before,  but  ac*- 
companied  by  a  fellow-sufferer  in  the  cause  of  fashion, 
who  had  probably  been  curtailed  of  his  fair  propor- 
tions in  the  same  way.  They  were  both  well  loaded 
with  dishes  and  plates,  goblets  and  wine«flagons. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


66  PI80  AVP  TBS   P]L£FfiCT. 

which  with  some  difficalty,  owing  to  the  brevity  of 
their  stature,  thej  contrived  to  deposit  on  the  top  of 
a  small  round  citron-wood .  table,  almost  as  tall  as 
themselves,  and  sitoated  within  a  convenient  dis- 
tance of  their  master  and  his  protegee ;  who  there- 
npon  commenced  a  repast  for  which  their  bodily  ex- 
ertions  had  given  them  an  appetite,  and  to  which 
their  mental  anxieties,  considerable  as  they  were,  did 
not  wholly  render  them  disinclined. 

Having  already  in  the  preceding  portions  of  thb 
work  descanted  at  some  length  on  the  pleasores 
of  the  table,  I  might  be  deemed  guilty  of  tao- 
^h^,  were  I  to  expatiate  on  a  similar  theme 
again.  I  shall  accordingly  say  no  more  concerning 
the  repast  now  under  discussion,  than  that  after  re- 
gailing  themselves  with  a  due  number  of  snails,  dor* 
mice,  caterpillars,  and  other  rarities  (either  in  season 
or  out)  the  twp  friends  rose  from  table  very  much 
refreshed,  and  resumed  their  journey  by  issuing  out 
at  a  small  postern  door,  nearly  opposite  that  by 
which  they  had  entered  the  house,  and  proceeding 
through  a  variety  of  private  ways  till  they  reached 
the  extreme  verge  of  the  Esquiline,  where  it  becaoM 
necessary  for  them  to  descend  into  the  vale  by  a 
flight  of  steps,  somewhat  like  those  by  which  they 
had  come  down  from  the  Palatine,  ere  they  could 
reach  the  Quirinal  on  the  other  side.     This  stair- 
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eaOe  difFered  from  the  others  they  had  passed,  in  be- 
ing open  at  the  top,  and  exposed  to  the  Tiew  of  the 
passengers  in  the  adjacent  streets ;  therdn  resem- 
bling the  Centum  Gradus,  or  Hundred  Steps,  which 
formed  one  of  the  three  approaches  to  the  Capitol 
from  the  level  ground. 

*'  Now,  Thusnelda,  we  nmst  mind  what  we  are 
about,"  said  the  Prsefect,  as  they  reached  the  head  of 
these  stairs.  **  This  is  the  only  dangerous  part  of 
the  journey;  for  we  can  hardly  avoid  being  seen 
as  we  go  down  the  steps,  and  cross  over  the  street 
which  runs  through  the  valley  at  the  bottom. 
Luckily  for  us  the  space  between  the  two  hills 
is  more  contracted  here  than  anywhere  else,  and 
the  hour  is  so  late  that  there  may  be  few  passen- 
gers abroad.  Nevertheless,  I  think  we  should  adopt 
some  precaution  to  avoid  being  recognised  by  any  of 
the  stragglers  we.  may  chance  to  meet,  and  who  may 
possibly  be  acquainted  with  our  persons,  or  at  least 
with  mine." 

''  What  shall  we  do  V  asked  Thusnelda.  "  I  can 
wrap  myself  up  in  my  mantle,  and  you  can  do  the 
game ;  but  will  that  answer  the  purpose  ?" 

*'  Have  you  a  muckinger*  about  you  ?^  said  Vita- 

^  The  word  used  by  the  Pnefect  was  probably  muccinium,{toin 
which  mvckinger  (or  as  Johnson  writes  it,  muckender)  is  evidently 
derived.    Neither  of  them  are  very  elegant  terms,  though  expres- 
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lianas,  *^  I  fear  I  ha^e  left  mine  at  borne ;— or  rather, 
as  I  think,  I  employed  it  to  stanch  the  blood  when 
my  finger  was  wounded  in  the  fight." 

'«  Yes/'  replied  the  damsel :  ''  here  is  one  at  joar 
service;  and  a  very  pretty  one  it  is ; — ^yonr  wife  gSTe 
it  me  herself." 

*^  Blessings  on  her  4iead !"  exclaimed  die  aSeo- 
tionate  spouse.  Then  somewhat  selfishly  accepfiog 
the  loan  of  the  handkerchief, ''  I  will  pretend  to  htre 
a  tooth-aohe,  or  a  cold,'*  said  he,  *'  and  hold  it  up  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  conceal  my  face,  should  I  meet 
with  any  one  likely  to  recognise  me.  There  is  no 
fear  for  you ; — ^you  are  not  suflSdently  wdl  known  to 
be  found  out." 

They  now  began  to  descend  the  steps,  whicli 
though  visible  from  one  end  to  the  other  by  the  light 
of  the  moon,  seemed  quite  vacant,  and  unocctipied 
by  any  thing  living  but  themselves.  When,  however, 
they  had  completed  about  two-thirds  of  the  descent^ 
a  solitary  figure  was  seen  to  emerge  from  the  sha- 
dows which  enveloped  the  lower  ground  at  the  botton 
of  the  flight,  and  come  up  towards  them ;  slowly,  hh 
deed,  but  at  a  paoe  which  could  not  fail  to  render  as 
encounter  l>etween  them  very  soon  inevitable.    Tk 

give  ones.  Sudarwm  was  the  moie  general  nsine  lor  a  poefcd' 
handkerchief,  and  well  expressed  the  porpoee  for  which  it  «ib 
chiefly  required  in  a  hot  climate  like  that  of  Italy. 
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Prsfect  perceiving  this,  muffled  up  his  face  pretty 
closely  with  the  handkerchief,  and  keeping  close  to 
his  companion,  hurried  on  as  quickly  as  he  could, 
hoping  to  pass  by  the  stranger  without  attracting 
attention,  or  exciting  remade.  But  in  this  he  did 
not  succeed.  The  stranger  was  apparently  inquisi- 
tive, drew  near  him  as  he  mounted  the  stairs,  and 
scrutinised  his  whole  person  with  a  degree  of  accuracy 
which  he  by  no  means  liked ;  without  however  evinc- 
ing any  disposition  to  interrupt  his  progress,  so  that 
the  scrutiny  was  soon  over^  and  his  fears  temporarily 
relieved. 

No  sooner  was  the  inquiritive  passenger  gone  by, 

,  than  Vitalianus  gave  vent  to  a  deep  sigh,  or  oonvul^ 

sive  gasp,  and  whispered  in  Thusnelda*s  ear,  saybg, 

**  What  a  narrow  escape  we  have  had ! — Did  you  see 

whom  it  was?" 

•*  No,''  replied  Thusnelda.  "  I  saw  that  it  was 
an  elderiy  man,  of  a  grave  sedate  aspect,  and  well 
dressed  ;  but  that  was  all ;  I  did  not  recognise  him, 
nor  do  I  think  I  ever  saw  him  bef<Hre/' 

*^  Tes,  but  yon  have  though,'*  replied  the  Prce-* 
foot;  **  you  saw  him  in  the  theatre  on  the  night  of 
the  conspiracy ;  but  it  was  only  for  a  moment,  and 
so  you  may  have  forgotten  him  since.  It  is 
Balbus  BlflBsus  the  advocate.  I  threw  an  empty 
wine-hpttle  at  his  head." 
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''  I  remember  the  iDcideat/*  said  Tkosnelda,  **  and 
I  agree  with  yon  that  we  have  bad  a  narrow  escape 
in  meeting  him,  for  he  cannot  be  yonr .friend.*' 

''  Why,  indeed  I  fear  not/'  replied  Yitaltamis. 
''  fint  I  do  not  thmk  he  recognised  me ;  and,  bendes, 
he  has  so  completely  lost  his  memcnyin  consequence 
of  his  epitaph-readingy  that  he  may  have  forgotten 
all  about  the  affair  of  the  bottle  by  this  time." 

'*  Do  not  trust  too  mu<^hto  that/'  said  Thnsnelda; 
''  people  often  remember  an  injury  when  they  forget 
every  thing  else." 

'*  That  is  a  shrewd  remark,"  observed  the  Pne* 
feet.  "  But  hark  !"  added  he  in  a  whispo*, ''  do  I 
not  hear  footsteps  following  us  close  behind? — Surely 
the  villain  cannot  have  detected  ns  and  turned  back.*' 

Thnsnelda  looked  round  involuntarily;  the  Pre- 
fect was  right ;  the  grave  looking  personage  she  had 
seen  before  was  coming  slowly  after  them  down  the 
steps,  and  to  all  appearance^  closely  watching  their 
movements* 

''  In  the  name  of  the  gods  why  do  you  look  back!" 
said  the  Prefect,  in  a  low  tone,  but  full  of  eagerness; 
''Thusnelda,  you  hav0  ruined  us  both:  the  .mis* 
creant  will  guess  we  are  in  fear  of  hini«  and  .his  sus* 
picions  will  be  confirm^." 

'  ''  Pardon !"  said  Thnsnelda.  '*  it  was  incantiaBS  I 
confess :  but  let  ns  quicken  our  pace,  and  htmj  on»^' 
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''  That  would  be  still  worse/'  sflSd  her  companion. 
''  No,  no,  we  mnst  not  take  to  flight,  bat  rather  en- 
deavour to  pnzsle  him  by  assuming  an  air  of  confi- 
dence and  security/' 

They  had  now  got  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs,  and*  entered  a  narrow  lane,  dark  from  the 
shade  of  the  lofty  houses  on  each  side.  But  although 
the  obscurity  was  favourable  to  them,  the  sound  of 
the  footsteps  was  still  distinctly  heard  behind  them 
as  they  went  "  He  is  following  us  still,'*  said  Vita- 
lianus,  in  a  suppressed  voice :  ''  he  keeps  close  to  us 
for  fear  of  losing  us  in  the  dark." 

''Is  this  lane  long?*'  said  Thusnelda,  "and 
whither  does  it  lead?" 

**  It  leads  into  the  main  street,  and  is  of  no  great 
length/'  replied  her  friend.  "  We  are  almost  at  the 
end  of  it  now ;  but  I  fear  our  danger  will  be  by  no 
means  lessened  when  we  get  into  the  public  tho- 
roughfare." 

Another  mbute's  walking^  accordingly  brought 
them  to  the  termination  6f  the]  lane.  They  then  en- 
tered the  principal  street,  which,  though  thinly  occu- 
|Hed  by  passengers,  did  not  present  an  appearance  of 
sQoh  complete  solitude  and  desertion  as  the  stairs 
and  alley  they  had  just  passed.  ''  Keep  close  to  me, 
my  love/'  said  the  Preefeet,  "  there  are  more  people 
here  than  I  expected  to  find,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
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keep  mj  face  so  completely  covered  with  the  muck- 
inger,  that  I  cao  hardly  aee  my  way  along/' 

They  bad  now  got  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the 
str^t  All  of  a  sadden,  as  the  Prssfect  was  groping 
along  almost  blindfold,  his  foot  came  in  contact  with 
some  unseen  obstacle,  which  caused  him  ^to  make  a 
trip,  and  though  he  did  not  actually  come  to  the 
ground,  he  so  far  lost  bis  balance  that  in  endeaToai^ 
iiig  to  recover  it,  be  could  not  help  withdrawing  the 
handkerchief  from  hia  face.  At  the  same  instant 
Balbus  Bleesus,  who  was  just  behind,  qniekened  his 
pace,  passed  by  him  as  closely  as  he  could,  and  looked 
steadfastly  in  his  face.  The  Prsefect  was  upright 
again  in  a  moment.  Then  looking  down,  he  per* 
ceived  that  be  had  stumbled  over  the  dead  body  of  a 
man,  which  lay  neglected  in  hia  path.  ''  Curses  oa 
the  corpse !"  cried  he, ''  who  has  kit  it  here  T  and 
saluting  it  with  a  huge  kick,  he  was  about  to  mofe 
on  again  as  before,  when  looking  forwards,  he  mw 
his  late  pursuer  standing  in  oonTersation  wiA  a  tall 
slender  man,  whom  he  had  just  met;  he  was  gesti^ 
culating,  with  great  vehemence,  beating  the  air  with 
his  clenched  fist,  and  stamping  on  the  groand.  ^  Oa, 
on !"  said  the  Prsefect  to  Thnsndda,  <'  not  a  momait 
must  be  lost ;"  and  away  they  went.  Still  they  codU 
not  avoid  passing  within  a  short  distance  of  thdr 
suspected  enemies,  and  as  they  did  so,  they  diatmstly 
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hoard  Balba»  BIsbsim  endeavoiiriiig  to  pronoonee  the 
name  of  Vitaliaaas,  which,  oeTertfaelesSi  owing  to  the 
impediment  in  his  speech,  he  was  unable  to  effect. 

The  Prsefect  chuckled  with  delight.  **  Do  you 
hear  him?"  whispered  he.  ''Th^e  he  is,  trying  to 
pronounce  my  name,  but  luckily  it  is  a  long  one,  and 
he  cannot  bring  it  out.  This  is  a  good  chance  for  us, 
it  will  give  us  time." 

**  Who  can  be  the  person  he  has  thus  met  with,  at 
so  untimely  an  hour  V*  said  Thusnelda,  as  they  hur** 
ried  along. 

''  I  am  not  quite  certain/'  replied  Vitalianus,  *^  but 
I  think  it  looks  a  good  deal  like  Gracilis  Furcifer, 
the  JEdUe ; — he  has  the  same  tall  slim  figure,  at  any 
rate." 

Here  a  thick,  hoarse,  disagreeable  voice  was  heard 
shouting  after  them.  ''Vita — ta — ta — urrh|  urrh, 
light — ^Vita — tali — anus, — ^urrh,  urrh, — st-st-stop  !" 
it  stammered  out. 

''  How  horribly  he  stutters  ! — do  you  hear  ?"  said 
the  maguterial  fagitive,  as  he  ran.  **  However,  I 
am  afraid  he  has  at  last  made  his  comrade  understand 
wJio  we  are»  for  if  my  ears  serve  me  right,  they  are 
both  coming  after  us  together." 

''Villain!  tyrant!  despot!"  cried  a  stern  voice, 
greatly  different  from  that  of  the  eloquent  practitioner 
of  the  law. 

VOL.  III.  B 
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*'  Make  haste !  we  most  now  run  in  good  earaest," 
said  the  Prsfect;  "that  is  Gracilis  Furcifer  Mm- 
self, — ^a  resolute  man, — ^though  suspected .  to  be  a 
rogue : — he  will  catch  us  if  he  can." 

Thusnelda  put  forth  all  her  strength,  and  exerted 
her  agility  to  the  utmost.  But,  fatigued  by  the  long 
journey  which  she  had  already  performed  on  foot,  it 
was  with  great  diflSculty  that  she  kept  pace  with  her 
companion,  who,  with  a  vigour  which  nothing  cooM 
subdue,  had  suddenly  chang^  his  quick  walk  into  a 
run  scarcely  less  rapid  than  the  canter  of  a  race- 
horse. Perceiving,  therefore,  that  she  was  falGng 
behind,  he  caught  her  by  the  hand,  and  forcibly  drag* 
ged  her  along  with  him,  urging  ber  at  the  same  time 
to  exert  herself,  and  cheering  her  by  the  promise  of 
reaching  a  place  of  safety  in  a  few  moments. 

**  In  the  name  of  the  gods  make  haste  V*  cried  be, 
"do  not  lag  behind.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  go 
slower,  for  I  should  be  caught.  And  then,  what 
would  become  of  me  ? — and  what  «woQld  become  of 
you,  too?    You  are  in  no  less  danger  than  myseK" 

"Oh,  sacred  Woden!"  cried  the  frightcaed 
nymph.  "  I  would  not  have  them  oatch  me  for  the 
worid !" 

"  Aye,  aye,"  said  the  swift-footed  Vitalianoi,  ai 
be  ran,  **  aye,  aye,  yon  may  well  call  upon  yoor  god| 
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with  tbe  ugly  Dame ;  you  are  in  an  awkward  plight^ 
ceriainly*  Those  men  behind  as  are  two  of  the 
greatest  profligates  in  all  Rome,  and,  moreover,  well 
known  to  haye  a  particular  fancy  for  lovely  young 
si^i^s,  like  yourself.  They  will  treat  you  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  war,  you  may  depend 
npott  it" 

''  Ob,  mercy  !"  ejaculated  the  maiden.  '*  How 
ftball  I  get  beyond  their  reach? — I  am  exhausted — I 
can  run  no  farther — I  shall  drop,  and  die  by  the 
way/' 

*'  Not  you,"  replied  her  sarcastic  friend.  "  If  you 
diop»  they  will  take  good  care  to  pick  you  up,  and 
bring  you  to  life  again.  For  I  do  not  suspect  them 
of  a  wish  to  murder  you  outright.  No,  no,  that  is 
not  their  purpose.  But  cheer  up/'  added  he, — 
'<  Exert  yourself,  my  sweet  little  sparrow,  and  you 
vnll  escape." 

**  Thus  urged,  and  in  a  desperate  fright.  Thus- 
neldapot  her  best  leg  foremost, — if  so  vulgar  a  phrase 
maybe  employed  in  treating  of  a  heroine  of  romance, 
•--Hind  in  a  few  seconds  more,  found  herself,  with  her 
eompanion,  standing  before  a  low  door,  which  seemed 
fitted  into  the  side  of  a  hill,  or  high  bank,  formed  of 
flolid  rock,  and  which,  as  she  afterwards  learned, 
formed  the  southern  face  of  the  Viminal ;  when  the 

b2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


76  PISO  AND  TBB  PSJBFaCT. 

Pnerecty  who,  during  the  latter  pert  of  his  flight, 
notwithstanding  its  Telodty,  had  been  emfloyed  in 
extricating  his  keys  from  within  the  folds  of  bis  dress, 
instantly  applied  one  of  them  to  the  lock,  and  en- 
deayoored  to  tarn  it  in  the  wards.  Bat,  like  some 
of  the  others.  It  proved  rosty,  and  resisted  the 
attempt. 

"  The  gods  oonfonnd  the  lock  !*'  med  the  Pra- 
feet,  strhring  aid  straining  with  all  his  might,  "  we 
shall  be  taken  after  all*  Here  they  come  I  here  they 
come !  They  will  be  upon  us  in  an  instant.''  And 
in  fact,  as  he  spoke,  the  footsteps  of  their  piirsiias 
were  heard  plainly,  close  at  hand.  '*  Oh,  let  me  help 
yon !''  cried  Thnsnelda, — **  oh,  what  shall  we  do  ? — 
oh,  Thor,.have  mercy  on  nsi*' 

Balbns  Blaesns  and  Gracilis  Fvrcifer  were  now 
seen  coming  np  the  street,  in  fall  chase,  shooting  at 
the  top  of  their  voices,  and  calling  npon  all  good  cisi- 
sens  to  lend  them  aid  and  assistance  in  captoiing  the 
pablic  enemy,  the  Pnetoriaa  Prcefect  Vitalianas. 
Lackily  for  the  parsaed,  there  were  so  few  of  the 
citizens  abroad  that  these  exhortations  foiled  irf* 
effect,  and  the. two  fri^ids  came  np  to  the  fogitmsi 
anassisted ;  perceiving  which,  the  coarage.  of  the 
Prsefect  revived,  as  he  cared  little  f<Nr  the  tiifiivg 
odds  to  which  he  thos  saw  himself  exposed.  **  Two 
to  one,  what  is  that?*'  muttered  he,  between  his 
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teeth ;  "  a&d  sttck  fellows,  too^  as  those ;  the 
lawyer  is  not  worth  thinking  of,  and  even  the  vEdile 
is  no  great  hand  at  his  sword."  Then,  relinquishing 
bis  attempt  to  open  the  door,  he  drew  his  weapon, 
and  stood  at  bay.  His  adyersaries,  also,  seeing  him 
prepared  to  resist,  came  to  a  stand-still  at  the  same 
time ;  being  both,  however,  well  armed,  probably  in 
consequence  of  the  disturbed  and  tumultuous  state  of 
the  city  at  the  time,  they  unsheathed  their  sabres 
likewise,  and  prepared  for  blows. 

Several  thrusts  and  passes  were  now  exchanged 
between  the  foes.  Gracilis  Fureifer  fought  coura* 
geousiy,  and  even  Balbus  Bhesus  did  not  prove  him* 
self  so  contemptible  an  enemy  as  Yitalianus  had  sup- 
posed. The  latter,  therefore,  found  himself  much 
pressed,  and  began  gradually  to  give  ground. — 
'*  Yield,  tyrant,  yield  T*  cried  Gracilis  Fureifer,  in  a 
low  Toioe,  as  he  redoubled  his  blows.  ''  Die,  de* 
spot — pot,  pot,  pot, — die!"  cried  the  advocate — 
•'  urrh,  urrh,  ugh  ! — die,  I  say,  die ! — urrh,  urrh, — 
I  will  bave  my  revenge — ^urrh. — You  knocked  out 
five  of  my  teeth,  teethi — ^urrh,  urrh,  ugh — and  I 
will  have  your  heart's  blood,  blood,  blood,  — •  in 
return, — urrh,  urrh, — I  will,  I  say, — urrh, — I  will," 
and  here  the  stammerer  became  silent,  from  the 
excess  of  his  emotions,  and  the  weariness  of  his  jaws. 

Meanwhile  Thusnelda  had  been  trying  to  unfasten 
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the  door,  but  without  success.     Tet  the  rnstiness  of 
the  key,  or  lock  was,  apparently,  the  only  obstacle 
with  which  she  had  to  contend.     *'  Oh,  for  a  little 
oil!"  said  she  to  herself,  ''and  the  difficulty  woald 
be  removed  at  once."     Scarcely  had   the  thooght 
passed  through  her  mind,  when,  casting  her  eyes  on 
the  ground,  she  perceived  that  Yitalianus  had  drop* 
ped  the   lamp  which  had  served  to  light  them  ob 
their  way,  and  which,  though  long  since  extinguished 
by  the  wind,  he  had  not  relinquished,  till  his  hands 
Were    required    for   his    defence.     Catching  it  up 
eagerly,  she  discovered  that  a  small  portion  of  the 
odoriferous  oil  with  whi6h  it  had  been  filled,  still  re- 
mained unconsumed.    This  she  applied  to  the  par- 
pose  of  lubricating  the  unmanageable  koy;  and  the 
expedient  proved  successful ;  the  lock  yielded  with 
facility  when  she  repeated  the  attempt,  and  the  door 
was  unclosed  at  once. 

This  manoeuvre  of  hers  was  not  unobserved  by  the 
Prcefect,  busily  engaged  as  he  was  in  keeping  his 
two  adversaries  at  bay.  Retreating,  therefore,  cud- 
ningly,  step  by  step,  till  he  got  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  door,  he  made  a  sudden  demonstration, 
as  if  he  intended  to  throw  down  his  arms,  and  yield 
himself  prisoner,  crying  with  aioud  voice  for  quar- 
ter, at  the  same  time.  This  feint  deceiving  his  ad- 
versaries, they  suspended  their  attack,  and  held  off 
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for  a  moment ;  when»  availing  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, be  mshed  past  their  swords,  caught  hold  of 
the  door,  and  ensconced  himself  within.  Uttering  a 
lood  .shout,  they  both  rushed  after  him  at  full  s^ped. 

Thusnelda « had  entered  first.  "We  are  safe!*' 
cried  her  companion,  in  a  loud  voice,  and  pulled  to 
the  door.  A  terrible  shriek  was  heard  at  the  same 
moment  on  the  outside.  "  What  is  the  matter  now  V* 
said  he.  .The  shrieks  were  reiterated.  Then  fol- 
lowed a  loud,  stuttering,  stammering,  babbling  sound, 
iipparently  designed  for  words,  but  inarticulate  and 
unintelligible. 

'^  That  must  be  Balbus  Blsesus,**  said  Thusnelda, 
*'  he  seems  to  be  in  great  grief  or  pain ,-  let  us  listen ; 
vhat  does  he  say  V 

*'  It  is  nothing  but  rage,"  said  Vitalianus.  ''  He  is 
screaming  with  vexation  because  he  has  lost  his 
revenge." 

That  said,  he  gave  the  door  another  pull,  with  the 
intention  of  closbg  it  completely,  and  locking  it  be- 
hind him,  ere  he  proceeded  on  his  way.  Shrieks  of 
the.  most  horrible  description  broke  forth  again,  as  he 
made  the  attempt,  but  the  door  would  not  close. 

''  What  a  rage  he  is  in !"  exclaimed  the  Prsefect. 
^  It  is  really  quite  unpleasant  listening  to  him :  I 
wish  we  could  get  away,  but  the  door  will  not  shut," 

''  Surely  those  must  be  shrieks  of  agony,  rather 
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than  of  rage/'  said  the  damsel.  '^Bot^liat  is  he 
saying  now  I  He  is  certainly  speaking  In  nSi — or  at 
least  trying  to  do  bo,  as  well  as  lie  oan." 

''l^ten!"  said  Vitalianns.  <<  Yes—cerlauily— 
those  are  intended  for  words." 

''  Urrh,  nrrh,  ngh"  said  the  Toice  from  inthoct 
**  Oh,  Vita— Vita — li — a— fins,~^iirrh,  nrrfa,— oh,  mj 
fin — fin — ^ger! — nrrh,  urrh, — ^Be  mereifiil,  Vi — ta- 
li— a-^nusj  and  let  it  ont?'' 

''  What  does  he  say  abont  his  finger  ?''  said  the 
Preefect, ''  and  what  does  he  mean  by  letting  it  oat?" 

''Gracious!''  exclaimed  the  nymph;  ''assnredij 
you  mast  have  caught  it  in  the  door/' 

'^  Ha !  ha !  ha !"  ejaculated  the  great  rmm,  with  a 
delighted  laugh. 

"  Urrh^  urrh/'  cried  the  unfortunate  itSMWif  rwr,  oa 
the  other  side  of  the  door, ''  in  the  name  of  the  god% 
Vi — tal — i — anus,— have  more  compasakm  on  my 
finger, — urrh,  nrrh^  mtrh, — ^than  yon  had  npon  my 
teeth,— ugh !" 

''  Whatshali  I  do ?"  said  the  Prssfect  to  Jns yoong 
friend,  ''shall  I  give  the  door  another  t^,  and 
squeesse  off  his  nasty  finger  at  cmce  ?  It  wonld  only 
serve  him  right/' 

"  No,  for  heaven's  sake,  do  not  be  so  cmd/'  said 
the  damsel.  ''  Let  the  poor  wretch  go  :  he  has  sufr 
fered  pain  enough  already,  I  am  sure." 
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'*  Well,  then/'  said  the  gallant  man,  '« so  it  shall 
be  ;  the  requests  of  my  ioYely  little  sparrow  most  not 
be  refused,  especially  at  a  moment,  when  she  has  jast 
saved  my  life.  Then,  nnolosing  the  door  aboat  half 
an  inoh»  *^  Pall  oat  your  finger,  yoa  toothless  stat- 
terer/'  cried  he ;  **  take  it  away  with  ye,  and  be  gone" 

•*Urrb,  arrh,  —  I  am  beholden  to  yoa,  -  agh," 
smd  Balbns  Bbosas,  from  without. 

**  Well,  have  yoa  got  it  safe  ?"  asked  the  hamane 
chief  of  the  Praetorians,  in  a  sympathising  voice. 

**  Urrb,  ozrh, — ^what  remains  of  it/'  answered  the 
other  ;  ''  bat  the  tip  I  believe  still  sticks  in  the  door, 
— ^urrh,  arrh, — I  shall  never  seen  it  again, — no  more 
than  my  teeth, — agh." 

The  door  being  now  closed  and  locked,  the  Pnefect 
and  his  companion  continaed  their  journey  in  the 
dark*  As  they  thas  groped  along,  ^'The  lamp  would 
be  convenient  to  as  here,  if  we  still  had  it  alight," 
said  "Vitalianos*  **  However,  we  ought  not  to  com- 
plain  of  the  want  of  it,  a^  it  has  been  so  useful  to  us 
in  another  way.  And  how  clever  it  was  of  you,  my 
deUgkt,  to  think  of  oiling  the  key  as  you  did  !  For 
my  part,  I  confess  that  such  an  expedient  would 
never  have  occurred  to  me,  had  I  thought  about  it 
for  a  month.'' 

Having  passed  through  a  long  passage,  and 
mounted  a  flight  of  steps,  they  at  length  arrived  at  a 
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sort  of  trap-doori  which  being  aiiclo«ed  with 
difficulty,  they  again  emerged  into  the  open  air  abore 
it.     *'  Now  we  are  on  the  summit  of  the  VjomuJr 
said  the  Prsefect^  *'  and,  thanks  to  the  gods,  hafe  D9t 
much  farther  to  go.     Indeed,  we  are  at  this  instaat 
not  many  hundred  yards  distant  from  our  final  resting 
place,   the  Prsstorian  Gamp;   it  is  situated  to  the 
right,  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  city  walk    The 
private  ways  which  we  are  now  traversing  are,  hov- 
ever,  somewhat  circuitous,  and  lead  us  oat  of  Ike 
direct  line,  towards  the  Gardens  of  Sallost,  which 
belong  to  the  palace,  and  are  situated  on  the  Qairi- 
nal,  a  little  westward  of  the  camp.    Luckily,  the  tvo 
hills  of  the  Viminal  and  Quirinal  are  here  united  into 
one,  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  descend 
again  to  the  lower  ground  ;  neither  shall  we  have  any 
more  staircases  to  mount." 

They  were  now  passing  through  a  long,  light,  airy 
portico,  paved  with  variegated  marbles,  and  sap* 
ported  by  a  double  row  of  Corinthian  columns.  Tbe 
Prefect  was  in  admirable  spirits;  full  of  joy  as  it 
seemed  at  his  recent  escape,  and  overflowing  vith 
gratitude  towards  the  amiable  preserver  of  his  life. 
Eyeing  her  with  an  air  of  the  tenderest  iniwest  as  be 
walked  by  her  side,  "Thusnelda,"  said  he,  "sweet 
nymph, — how  happy  do  I  feel  in*  your  divine  pre- 
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seoce !  I  know  not  by  what  secret  sympathy  it  is, 
that  my  sonl  seems  so  strongly  drawn  towards  you. 
But  the  influence  is  irresistible;  yonr  power  over 
me  is  complete.  I  conld  fall  at  your  feet,  and  wor- 
ship you  as  if  yon  were  a  goddess." 

Tfausnelda  felt  terrified.  This  was  the  first  time 
mice  the  commencement  of  their  journey  that  her 
companion  had  evinced  any  disposition  to  renew  those 
odious  addresses  with  which  he  had  persecuted  her 
before.  Neither  was  she  at  all  deceived  by  the 
humility  of  his  language^  or  the  air  of  veneration  with 
which  he  regarded  her  as  he  spoke.  She  felt  coufi- 
4]ent  that  his  adulatory  strain  was  only  assumed  for 
the  base  purpose  of  beguiling  her  unsuspecting  inno- 
cence, and  leading  her  astray  ;  for  there  was  a 
devilish  leer  in  his  countenance  even  at  the  moment 
when  he  affected  the  most  profound  reverence  and 
respect. 

Without  answering  his  speech,  therefore,  in  direct 
terms,  she  replied  simply  by  disclaiming  any  wish  to 
receive  divine  honours  as  a  deity  of  the  pagan  world; 
and  then  endeavouring  to  turn  the  conversation,  she 
began,  like  a  true  woman  as  she  was,  to  express  her 
«<  wonderment*'  about  the  present  circumstances  and 
situation  of  her  dear  friend  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  her 
companion's  spouse.    **  I  wonder,"  said  she,  "  whe- 
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Iker  she  got  safe  into  the  camp  at  Ae  head  of 
the  troops  ?  for  it  must  hate  been  a  dilBeatt  ^kiog  to 
manage/' 

Whereanto  the  Ptefect,  irith  an  air  of  nMBeteafot 
replied,  ''Oh,  I  dare  say  she  did;  she  is  a  good 
officer,  and  quite  competent  to  condnct  a  letreat;  hot 
never  mind  her,  my  sweet  nymph ;  think  of  her  no- 
fortunate  husband,  and  compassionate  the  safferings 
he  endures/' 

*'  But  how  do  yon  think  she  has  been  passii^  her 
time  since?''  said  the  sweet  nymph  evasively,  as 
before. 

''  How  has  she  been  passing  her  time  since?"  re> 
peated  the  othen  **  Why  probably  she  has  been 
reviewing  the  garrison,  and  inspecting  the  militsiy 
stores ;  or  it  is  not  unlikely  that  she  may  have  been 
drilling  the  young  recruits.  But  what  is  all  that- to 
us  ?  adorable  maid  !  The  joys  of  love  be  oun  ;-- 
leave  the  toils  of  war  to  others." 

''  Poor  woman !"  said  Thusnelda.  «'  I  know  that 
sbe  is  strong  as  well  as  valiant  Yet  how  fat^oiog 
it  must  have  been  to  her  to  be  employed  at  night  ia 
reviewing  the  garrison,  or  drilling  the  young  re^nats, 
after  fighting  and  marching  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  before." 

"Vah!  vahf — what  nonsensoi — do  not  troabie 
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your  bead  about  that/'  rejoined  the  Preefeet  peevisbly. 
''  Ikepend  upon  it.  sbe  has  taken  good  care  of  her* 
self;  and  I  dare  say  when  we  arrive  at  the  end  of 
our  journey,  we  shall  find  her  seated  at  the  head  of  a 
well  covered  board,  caroasing  with  her  principal 
officers,  and  perhaps  half  fuddled." 

*^  Goodness,  gracious !''  exclaimed  the  innocent 
maid.  ''  Surety  you  do  not  mean  to  say  diat?  But 
yon  are  only  joking  with  me,  I  am  sore/' 

*'  Not  I ;  I  never  joke/'  said  the  great  man, 
rather  snappishly,  "  I  say  what  I  mean,  and  nothing 
else.  I  have  no  donbt,"  continued  he,  raising  his 
voice,  and  looking  fierce,  '^  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
abominable  woman  is  actually  at  this  moment  as 
merry  as  a  grig,  laughing  and  chatting  with  her  fellow 
officers,  —  Vibius  Puppius,  Basilides,  and  all,  —  and 
{^edging  them  in  g^od  hampers  of  wine, — and  never 
bestowing  a  thought  upon  her  poor  husband,  who  has 
been  trudging  through  dark  passages,  and  blind 
alleys,  and  up  and  down  staircases,  all  night  long,  till 
he  is  so  weary  that  he  can  scarcely  stand ;  —  and  for 
what  ?  —  why,  all  for  the  sake  of  an  angratef|il  g^rl, 
who  returns  no  thanks. for  his  care,  and  no  acknow- 
ledgments for  his  solicitude;  —  who  laughs  at  his 
groans,  sneers  at  his  sighs,  tosses  her  head  at  his  sobs, 
and  looks  fine  and  foolish." 
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.  So  aajing,  and  tossing  his  own  head  io  a  maimer 
very  similar  to  that  which  he  reprobated  in  his  com* 
panioOt  he  stalked  on  silently  with  an  air  fntl  of  dignity 
and  piqne*  Thusnelda  followed  him  without  giving 
utterance  to  a  word ;  and  in  this  unsociable  manner* 
without  any  conversational  intercourse,  did  they 
traverse  the  whole  length  of  the  portico,  nay,  all  the 
rest  of  their  journey,  till  they  reached  the  Gardens  of 
Sallust ;  whence,  after  a  short  stay,  they  proceeded 
by  a  private  way  towards  the  city  walls,  passing 
under  a  magnificent  aqueduct  in  the  course  of  their 
route,  and  finally  bsuiog  forth  into  the  country 
through  the  Porta  Numeniana,  situated  at  the  north- 
eastern boundary  of  the  capital.  An  unfrequented 
path,  with  which  the  Prefect  seemed  well  acquainted, 
then  conducted  them  towards  the  camp,  the  dark 
frowning  walls  of  which  soon  presented  themselves  .to 
view,  situated  on  a  lofty  eminence,  and  apparently  of 
great  length.  Nevertheless^  though  the  goal  was 
<  now  in  sight,  it  was  not  without  much  caution  and 
various. delays  that  the  Preefect  ventured  to  approach 
it.  Frequently  did  he  deviate  from  the  direct  line 
as  he  went;  often  did  he  stop  short  abruptly,  —  look 
round  him  on  all  sides, — stand  stock  still, — listen 
witii  his  hand  behind  his  ear,  and  his  finger  on  bis 
nose, — again  move  on, — again  stop  short,  and  i 
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his  observations  as  before.  At  last,  finding  that 
etery  thing  remained  perfectly  qniet,  and  that  there 
was  no  appearance  of  an  enemy  on  any  side»  he 
gained  more  confidence,  and  drew  near  the  fortress 
by  a  route  which  thongb  still  circuitous,  was  of  no 
immoderate  length,  nor  beset  by  any  obstacles 
more  formidable  than  slippery  ground  and  prickly 
briers ;  which  he  neither  cared  for  himself,  nor  felt 
any  uneasioess  about  on  account  of  his  companion,  so 
completely  was  his  heart  steeled  against  her  by  her 
rejection  of  his  love. 

Meanwhile,  as  he  went,  he  kept  muttering  and 
murmuring  to  himself,  in  a  voice  which,  though  low, 
was  suflicientl]f  audible  to  his  follower.  "  Where  is 
the  door  ?"  said  he ;  ''  the  small  postern  door  which 
my  wife  promised  to  keep  open  for  me  ?  Surely  it 
should  be  somewhere  hereabouts;  but  such  is  my 
stupidity  that  I  cannot  find  it  oat.'' 

Here  Thusnelda  uttered  a  small  whimpering  cry,  in 
consequence  of  a  thorn  having  run  through  the  thin 
sole  of  her  sandal  into  her  foot. 

*^  Ay,  you  may  cry/'  muttered  the  afironted  man  ; 
"  but  I  feel  no  compassion  for  you.  What  are  the 
pricks  of  a  bramble  in  comparison  with  the  stabs 
which  you  have  inflicted  on  my  heart  V 

Having  walked  some  steps  farther,  and  discovered 
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no  tigns  of  the  door»  he  contiooed  hii  floliloqiij;  h>t 
ID  a  cracked  Toioe,  iadiomtive  of  ill-hiOBonr,  nniigled 
with  anxiety  and  fear. 

*^  No  door  still,  no  door  still !  Assuredly  that  wife 
of  mine  most  have  played  me  a  trick ;  she  mvst  have 
directed  me  to  the  wrong  place ;  donbtleas  she  knew 
perfectly  well  that  there  was  no  door  in  this  pait  of 
the  waU,  where  she  directed  me  to  look  for  iU  Her 
design  must  have  been  to  lead  me  astray,  and  prevent 
me  from  getting  into  the  garrison  at  all.  That  seeau 
clear/' 

Poor  Thusnelda  was  now  so  severely  scratched  by 
the  brambles,  that  she  could  not  forbear  shriekiag 
aloud  in  her  agony. 

'*  Ah !  there  you  go  again/'  growled  the  Pnefecty 
**  making  a  great  noise  about  nothing.  Now  I  dare 
say  you  think  yourself  very  hardly  used.  But  I  think 
differently.  I  think  yon  are  only  treated  as  yoa 
deserve." 

Thusnelda  whined  piteously. 

**  Oh  how  it  does  please  me  to  hear  her !''  cried  the 
cruel  monster,  rubbing  his  hands.  **  Oh  what  refined 
pleasure  I  derive  from  the  consciousness  of  her  saf* 
ferings !  I  feel  as  if  I  were  avenging  the  cause  of 
my  whole  sex  in  thus  tormenttng  one  of  hefB." 

He  had  now  walked  some  hundred  yards  farther, 
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exaaiznng  tbe  wall  carefiiUy  all  the  way  as  he  went, 
hot  Mi  witkoot  saccess;  for  althongh  he  passed 
several  gates,  they  were  all  firmly  closed,  and  besides, 
from  their  siae,  were  evidently  very  different  from  tbe 
snail  postern  to  which  he  had  been  directed  by  his 
wife*  Getting  out  of  patience,  therefore,  he  gave 
v^it  to  a  volley  of  imprecations  quite  terrible  to 
bean  All  of  a  sudddb,  mdung  an  abmpt  halt  in  the 
midst  of  them,  "  Meherculel**  exclaimed  he,  laying 
his  finger  on  his  nose,  ''  what  if  I  have  passed  it  in 
the  dark,  like  a  blind  boszard  as  I  am? — I  must 
e'en  tarn  back." 

This  exclamation  reaching  tbe  ears  of  Thasnelda, 
she  ventured  to  interfere,  by  assuring  him  that  he 
had  not  committed  any  such  gross  oversight,  she  her- 
self having  scrutinised  the  wall  the  whole  way  with 
great  care,  but  without  discovering  anything  like  the 
door  they  sought  '^  But  look  there !''  added  she, 
pointing  with  her  finger  as  she  spoke.  ''  If  I  am 
not  greatly  mistaken,  there  is  a  low  postern  just 
by  the  butl^ess,  in  that  small  tower  to  the  right" 

'*  By  Jupiter,  so  there  is !"  ejaculated  tbe  Pmfect 
joyfolty.  *^  Not  that  I  have  any  wish  to  receive  hints 
or  advice  from  such  an  ungrateful  girl  as  yoq,"  added 
he,  correcting  himself,  and  looking  grave ;  ''  neverthe- 
less, it  must  be  aBmitted  that  you  have  good  eyes." 
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Besumiog  their  walk,  they  soon  reached  the  object 
which  Thuaiielda  had  descried  from  a  diBtaace,  and 
which  actually  proved  to  be  a  small  door«  deeply 
inserted  in  the  wall  of  one  of  the  mrretSi  or  watch- 
towers,  which  flanked  the  ramparts  of  the  camp.  To 
their  great  disappointment,  however,  this  door  was 
firmly  closed  like  the  rest. 

<*  Here  is  a  catastrophe !"  ^id  Vitalianos,  "  the 
door  is  not  open  to  receive  U8»  after  all.  What  is  to 
be  done  now  V* 

"  Alas!  I  know  not/'  replied  the  damsel  in  despair. 
**  But  are  yon  sure  that  this  is  the  door  we  want,  and 
that  we  have  not  still  made  a  mistake?" 

"  No  chance  of  it/' answered  the  Praefect;  ••  thb 
is  the  door,  and  no  other.  Indeed,  now  I  recollect, 
it  is  the  only  thing  of  the  sort  on  this  side  of  tbe 
camp." 

"  Then  mercy  on  us !"  cried  Thusnelda.  "  Bot 
what  can  be  the  reason  of  its  being  closed  ?" 

"The  reason  r'  repeated  the  Prefect;  *' why, 
what  should  be  the  reason,  but  that  my  worthless 
wife  is  either  treacherous  or  inebriated  V* 

•*  Let  us  hope  that  she  is  neither,"  said  Thusnelda. 
"  Let  us  hope,  also,  that  we  have  been  shut  out  by 
mbtake.  Let  us  try,  too,  whether  we  camiot  mtke 
ourselves  heard  by  knocking  at  the  door. 
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•*  Certainly,"  replied  the  other,  *'  we  will  do  so ; 
bnt  I  fear  it  will  be  of  no  use.  I  fear,  moreover, 
that  the  noise  we  shall  make,  may  attract  the  notice 
of  the  enemy,  who  may  be  lying  perdue  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood." 

Saying  these  words,  he  rapped  gently  against  the 
door  with  the  pommel  of  his  sword.  No  answer 
was  returned.  Then  repeating  the  stroke  with  more 
force,  he  paused  and  listened  attentively  for  a  few 
seconds. .  Still  there  were  no  signs  of  his  summons 
having  been  beard  by  those  within.  '*  Unquestion- 
ably," muttered  he,  "  Laurentia  Ogulnia  must  be 
more  than  half-seas  over  by  this  time,  or  she  would 
have  heard  me  knock."  Thusnelda  was  standing  by 
his  side,  shivering  with  cold,  and  trembling  with 
fear;  her  hair  dank  with  the  midnight  dews;  her 
feet  wet  and  covered  with  mud ;  her  legs  lacerated, 
and  her  hands  bleeding. 

''  Poor  thing !"  said  the  great  man.  ''  I  begin  to 
pity  you." 

Thusnelda  whimpered,  and  wiped  her  eyes  with  a 
corner  of  the  muckioger,  which  Vitalianus  had  re- 
turned to  her  when  he  could  make  no  further  use  of 
it  himself. 

The  Preefect  now  struck  the  obdurate  door  with 
redoubled  violence.  Presently  after,  though  no  sound 
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was  heard,  a  ray  of  lig^t  becimie  visible  through  the 
keyhole ;  a  beacon  which  was  hailed  by  both  the  ap- 
piicaots  for  adtniBsion,  with  an  enthosiasm  which  it  is 
impossible  to  describe.  ''  Praise  be  to  the  godsT 
exclaimed  Vitalianns,  clasping  his  hands :  "  our  toils 
are  at  an  end ;  we  have  reached  the  wbhed-for  haven 
at  last !"  When,  however,  the  door  was  opened  fay 
a  soldier  in  such  a  state  of  intoxication  that  he  conld 
scarcely  stand,  his  joy  was  converted  into  displeasure, 
and  saluting  the  man  with  a  blow  which  laid  him 
prostrate  on  his  back, '' Wretch !"  cried  he  in  a  fierce 
voice,  '*  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  —  have  you 
forgotten  your  duty,  and  become  intoxicated  on  your 
post  ?-^But  alas  !''  added  he  in  a  milder  strain,  '*  I 
fear  the  poor  wretch  has  only  been  imitating  his 
betters.  What  scenes  may  not  we  expect  to  witness 
in  the  Preetorium,  when  even  the  sentry  placed  here 
to  watch  for  his  general,  and  give  him  admittance,  is 
thus  found  inebriated?" 

Full  of  these  doleful  anticipations,  he  hastened 
towards  the  place  he  named,  which  was  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  quadrangle  formed  by  the  outer  for- 
tifications, and  surrounded  by  a  broad  open  space, 
paved  with  square  flag-stones.  It  was  an  insulated 
building  of  considerable  sifee,  great  strength,  and  on 
the  whole,  not  unlike  the  donjon-keep  of  a  more 
modem  fortress. 
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^*  This  is  my  own  peculiar  residence  wben  I  dwell 
in  the  camp/'  said  the  Prsefect;  "  it  is  called  the 
Prsetorium^  as  I  said  before,  and  always  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  commanding  officer." 

As.  they  approached  the  entrance,  it  was  seen  to  be 
snrroEnded  by  a  great  number  of  persons  in  the  mili- 
tary dress.  Their  appearance  was  disorderly  in  the 
extreme ;  they  were  reeling  about«  singing  songs, . 
and.  giving  utterance  to  the  most  abominable  blas- 
phemies. 

*'  My  worst  fears  are  confirmed/'  said  the  Praefect; 
*'.  they  are  all  as  drunk  as  pigs." 

Taking  Thusnelda  by  the  hand,  and  leading  her 
through  the  crowd,  **  the  brutes!"  cried  he,  as  he 
pushed  them,  aside ;  ''  they  are  too  far  gone  even  to 
recognise  their  9ommandiug  officer  himself." 

They  had  now  entered  the  interior  of  the  place. 
SlaTes  and  servants  were  seen  hurrying  about  in  dif- 
fisrent  directions,  some  bearing  vast  trays  piled  with 
eatables,  others  loaded  with  the  remnants  of  a  ''  re- 
move/' but  the  great  majority  toiling  along  under  the 
weight  of  mighty  amphoT€B,  accompanied  with  innu- 
merable goblet?  of  proportionable  span.  Roars  of 
laughter  were  at  the  same  time  heard  at  no  great 
distance,  but  in  a  concealed  place. 

**  Ye  gods,  what  a  sight !"  sighed  the  Prsefect. 
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''  And  what  sounds,  too/'  added  the  damsel  bj 
his  side. 

Ascending  a  flight  of  steps,  they  found  themsd?ea 
at  the  door  of  an  apartment  from  the  interior  of  winch 
these  sounds  seemed  to  proceed.    **  Now  for  it!" 
said  Vitalianus,  ''  prepare  yourself,  my  sparrow,  to 
be  shocked/'    Then  poshing  open  a  door,  Tbnsndda 
beheld  a  long  table  covered  with  wine-flagons  and 
drinking-cops,  and  surrounded  by  a  vast  company  of 
military  men,  reposing  upon  conches  in  a  Tariety  of  at* 
titndes,  and  to  all  appearance,  very  genendly  under 
the  influence  of  drink,  whilst  conspicuous  at  their 
head  was  seen  the  short,  plump  figure  of  Lanrentia 
Ogulnia,  crowned  with  vine-leaves,  and  entkroned* 
as  it  were,  upon  a  couch  somewhat  higher  than  the 
rest.     Her  cheeks  were  considera|}ly  flashed*  ber 
eyes  brilliantly  lighted  up,  and  in  each  of  her  bands 
she  held  a  foaming  and  capacious  goblet  of  Faleraiaa 
wine.     But  excited  as  she  was,  this  singalar  woman 
did  not  appear  to  be  altogether  disabled,  or  overcosM 
by  ber  potations,  for  no  sooner  did  the  Pra^ect  and 
Thusnelda  enter  the  room,  than  she  recognised  them, 
started  from  her  seat,  upset  her  wine,  and  stretdung 
forth  her  arms,  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voioe,  *'  Wei* 
come,    welcome!    thrice   welcome,   most  renowned 
Vitalianus !  — welcome  to  my  arms  once  more^  thoo 
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most  beloved  of  men !  —  And  thou.  too»  sweet  inno- 
cent !  —  welcome  to  my  hospitable  roof!  —  I  am  re* 
joiced  to  see  yon  both." 

.  Thb  salutation*  pronounced  in  a  high  tone  and 
with  a  theatrical  air,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  the  at- 
tention of  the  company,  stultified  as  they  were,  and 
accordingly  they  all  rose  from  their  seats,  and  greeted 
the  new-comers  as  well  as  they  were  able.  The 
Prsefect  took  little  notice  of  them  in  return ;  his  dis- 
g^t  was  insurmountable,  and  his  rage  only  suppres* 
sed  for  the  time.  Nevertheless,  perceiving  that  few 
of  those  present  were  in  a  state  to  understand  the 
nature  of  the  rebuke  which  he  wished  to  bestow,  he 
contented  himself  with  simply  ordering  the  whole 
company  to  leave  the  room,  with  the  exception  of 
the  great  lady  herself.  This  order  being  obeyed,  he 
directed  Thusnelda  to  take  possession  of  one  of  the 
vacant  couches,  chose  another  for  himself,  and  having 
quaffed  off  a  bumper  of  wine,  proceeded  to  lecture 
bis  wife  with  considerable  severity  upon  her  unfeel- 
ing conduct  in  thus  making  merry  during  his  absence, 
and  at  a  time  when  she  scarcely  knew  whether  he 
was  dead  or  alive.  *'  Besides,"  added  he,  "  to  say 
nothing  of  myself,  only  consider  the  danger  to  which 
you  expose  the  fortress  by  permitting  the  officers  to 
get  dmnk,  and  encouraging  such  habits  of  intemper- 
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anoe  amongst  tlie  gairuoo !    Tour  behavioar  hm 
beeo  impnideDt  and  nnsoldier-like  in  tfaeextrene.*' 

Lanientia  Ognlnia  did  not  acknowledge  the  jaatiDe 
of  hia  rebnke.    ''  Bambax!  — stuff  V'  —  moi  ibe, 
"  yon  are  over  nice  and  particular.     There  b  no 
hann  done.    I  took  the  requisite  precantions  ahoat 
locking  the  gates  and  pladng  the  sentinels  before  I 
came  in  here^  and  sat  down  to  table.    But  a  pretty 
thing  it  would  be  truly,  if  my  officers  were  not  al- 
lowed to  refresh  themselves  with  a  comfortable  giasi 
after  the  fatigues  of  such  a  day  as  this  has  beat  to 
all  of  us ! — And  with  r^ard  to  yourself,  VitdiaaQs» 
I  should  be  sorry  you  thought  me  deficient  in  aiiw*> 
.  tion  and  respect.    But  at  the  same  time  you  shonU 
remember  that  your  absence  was  vol  notary,  and  that 
I  had  no  reason  to  suppose  you  were  passing  yoar 
time  otherwise  than  in  a  manner  peculiarly  agreeahfe 
to  yourself. —  Thusnelda,  my  dear,  I  hope  you  have 
had  a  pleasant  journey  from  the  palace,  —  eh  ?" 

*'  Well,  well/'  said  the  Prsfeot,  who  was  no 
match  for  his  wife  in  an  argument,  and  was  oo»> 
scions  of  his  deficiency,  **  well,  well,  let  us  have  no 
more  words  about  it.  Thusnelda  and  myaelf  aie 
both  dying  of  fatigue,  and  must  retire  to  zetL 
To-morrow  yon  shall  tell  me  how  you  efiected  yoar 
retreat  into  the  camp,  and  I  will  tell  you  in  reton. 
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how  I  contrived  to  bring  onr  interesting  yonng  friend 
here,  safe  and  sonnd,  —  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
cuts  and  scratches  on  her  legs,  or  so,  —  all  the  way 
from  the  palace/' 

*'  So  be  it/'  replied  the  contented  matron ;  **  I 
approve  of  the  arrangement,  and  shall  listen  to  your 
tale  with  pleasure/' 


VOL.  III. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

THE  SAOEBDOTAL  HEBALD9   AKD  HIS    NOKSBXSB. 

The  next  morning  dawned. 

It  was  scarcely  light  when  Tast  bodies  of  troops 
were  seen  emerging  from  the  different  gates  of  die 
metropolis  on  the  eastern  side.  They  wete  the  sane 
troops  which  had  been  ▼ictorious  the  day  befs^ 
headed  by  the  same  officers*  and  destined  to  engage 
with  the  same  enemy,  though  upon  somewhat  dif- 
ferent terms. 

In  the  midst  of  these  troopsj  which  were  so  nnflKf- 
ous  as  to  constitnte  a  considerable  army,  rode  a  part? 
of  officers^  consisting  of  the^general  in  chiefi  Jnoias 
Syllanus  himself;  Calpnrnias  Piso,  the  second  in 
command;  Scribonius  Jlfnmmins,  Gracilis  F«reiftr« 
Balbns  Blssus,  and  a  few  more  of  less  importaaoe, 
whom  it  is  unnecessary  to  name.  And  as  they  rode 
along  leisurely,  they  conversed  earnestly,  as  thus; 

''  Yes,  Piso,''  smd  the  Consul,  addressing  the 
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youDg  FatiiciaD  by  his  side,  apparently  in  continua- 
tion of  something  he  had  said  before ;  ''  yes,  Piso, 
we  ought  to  be  thankful  for  our  successes  of  ^fester* 
day ;  successes  which  (under  thid  god^)  are  mainly 
attributable  to  your  own  exertions,  and  courage  in 
the  fight." 

Piso  made  no  direct  reply  to  this  compliment. 
"  Though  our  successes  have  beeo  considerable/' 
said  he,  '*  we  have  still  much  to  do.  The  city  is 
indeed,  ours ;  but  the  camp  sets  us  at  defiance.'^ 

"  True/'  replied  Junius  Syllanus,  **  and  I  am  sen-* 
aible  that  we  may  have  some  difficulty  in  reducing  it: 
it  is  a  strong  place,  sufficiently  well  garrisoned, 
amply  stocked  with  provisions,  and,  as  we  all  know, 
oommanded  by  a  desperate  man." 

**  And  a  coun^ous  one,"  added  Piso :  ''  let  us 
render  justice  to  an  enemy." 

''  And  moreover  we  should  consider,^'  said  Scribo- 
nius  ^Mummius,  joining  in  the  conversation,  *^  that 
one  of  the  bravest  women  in  existence  fights  under 
him :  Lautentia  Ogulnia  is  a  host  in  herself." 

**  Notwithstanding  all  this/'  resumed  the  Consul, 
"  X  feel  no  doubt  about  our  eventual  success.  We 
aire  provided  with  an  immense  train  of  warlike  en* 
gines,  against  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to 
hold  out.'' 
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''  They  have  strong  eDgines  in  the  campi  too/'  ob- 
served Gracilis  Furcifer,  in  an  under  voice. 

"  Urrh,  urrh/'  stammered  Balbns  Blasns,  **  we 
must  take  care  of  oar  teeth  —  urrh,  nrrb,  —  wheD 
their  catapults  throw  stones  ag^st  us  from  the 
walls.— ugh !" 

At  this  point  of  the  conversatioiv  the  whole  party 
arrived  within  sight  of  the  camp,  which  seen  from 
the  lower  ground,  presented  a  truly  formidable  ap- 
pearancOy  with  its  long  lines  of  immense  walls,  inter- 
sected at  short  distances  by  vast  towers  of  the  most 
substantial  fabric.  Engines  of  extraordinary  form, 
were  distinguishable  on  the  battlements. 

"  Behold  the  stronghold  of  the  tyrant!**  exclaimed 
Junius  Syllanns :  "  who  would  not  hazard  his  life  io 
an  attempt  to  rescue  it  from  his  grasp?" 

*'  Might  I  be  permitted  to  ask."  said  Piso,  '*  whe- 
ther it  is  your  intention  to  call  upon  him  to  surrender 
ere  you  commence  the  siege  V 

"  I  fear  it  would  be  of  little  use/'  replied  the 
Consul.  ''  We  could  not  offer  him  a  pardon  per- 
sonally.  and  he  is  far  too  selfish  to  surrender  at  the 
hazard  of  his  own  life  for  the  advantage  of  his  par- 
tisans." 

**  You  must  declare  war  against  him  at  any  rate,** 
said  Scribonius  Mummius.  doggedly. 

"  Truly  that  step  seems  rather  supererogatory/* 
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said  the  Consul,  *'  for  are  we  not  at  war  with  him 
already?  —  What  more,  O  MummiuSi  would  you 
have?'* 

*'  I  would  have  you  to  observe  the  customary 
forms,"  answered  the  philosopher.  ''Our  ancestorsi 
you  know,  always  made  it  a  rule  not  to  commence 
hostilities  till  they  bad  renounced  all  friendship  with 
the  parfy  concerned.  It  was  a  point  about  which 
they  were  particularly  scrupulous;  for  either  in  the 
case  of  an  individual,  or  a  nation,  they  thought  it 
unhandsome  to  take  any  one  by  surprise.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  I  need  only  remind  you,  that  when 
Rome  was  in  her  infancy  and  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  neighbouring  state  of  Campania,  an  individual 
of  the  latter  nation,  named  Badins,  (a  most  ho- 
nourable man)  did  publicly,  and  in  face  of  both 
armies,  renounce  all  friendship  with  our  countryman 
Quintus  Crispinns,  so  that  he  might  thereby  be  free 
to  engage  with  him  as  an  enemy  in  the  fight.'' 

**  Unquestionably,"  replied  the  Consul,  "  our  an- 
cestors  were  always  in  the  habit  of  declaring  war 
before  they  commenced  it,  and  accompanied  the  de- 
claration with  a  variety  of  ceremonies,  equally  super- 
stitious and  absurd.  But  what  is  all  that  to  us  in 
the  present  case  t  —  We  have  been  fighting  with  the 
Praefect  for  a  whole  day  already." 

"  True,*'  said  the  sage,  "  and  if  you  neglected  to 


Digitized 


by  Google 


IQS  PI80  AND  THB   PRJBFBCT. 

perform  the  reqninte  ceremonies  yeBterday,  tliere  k 
odIj  80  mnch  the  more  reason  that  you  should  attend 
to  them  to-day/' 

**  Well,  well ;  be  satisfied/'  replied  the  comonm- 
der-in-chief,  '*we  will  not  neglect  these  forms  to 
which  you  attach  so  much  importance,  tfaoagh  I 
think  lightly  of  them  myself.  —  Send  one  of  the 
Fectales  here  from  the  rear/'  continued  he  to  aa 
attendant ;  ''  and  let  him  be  equipped  properly  for 
carrying  a  message  to  the  enemy/' 

*^  Now  yoQ  are  acting  like  yonrselC  O  Consul/' 
said  Scribonins  Mummias,  in  a  tone  of  approbation ; 
**  I  was  certain  that  you  would  not  be  so  irregular  aad 
disorderly  as  to  go  to  war  without  employing  a  hersid 
to  announce  your  design." 

The  individual  summoned  by  the  Consul  soon 
made  his  appearance.  He  was  a  singular^looting 
personage;  his  dress  partly  military  and  partly  sa« 
cerdotal ;  he  had  a  wreath  of  vervain  on  his  head>  a 
long  spear  in  his  hand,  and  he  was  mounted  on  a  tall 
horse,  splendidly  caparisoned,  which  pranced  and 
curvetted  as  he  approached.  He  had  several  fol- 
lowers, apparelled  like  himself,  though  witb  sooie* 
what  less  magnificence ;  a  few  of  them  bearing  trum- 
pets, and  the  others  flags  of  truce. 

**  Priest,"  said  the  Consul  to  this  ambignoos-Iook- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80  ▲»>  nn  PBJSFSOTr  103 

mg  fonetiooary^ — for  the  Feciales  were  all  members 
of  one  of  the  sacred  colleges,  and  as  snch,  entitled  to 
the  appellation  he  bestowed^  — ''  Priest/'  said  the 
C^nsnly  ''  yon  ara  required  to  carry  a  message  to 
Vitalianns»  Prmfect  of  the  PrGetorians,  and  lately 
€ro?emor  of  Bmic^  summoning  him  to  surrender  in 
the  noma  of  the  Consols  and  the  Senate"' — 

"  Pardon^  O  Consul !"  interrupted  the  Feeialis : 
''  I  knoir  my  duty ;  he  should  be  summoned  in  the 
name  of  the  Senate  and  Quirites,  or  people  of 
Rome/' 

"  The  diffiBrence  is  not  material/'  said  Junius  Syl- 
lanus,  *'  but  do  as  you  like ;  make  use  of  the  cus- 
tomary forms,  and  summon  the.  enemy  to  surrender 
in  any  words  you  will." 

**  And  if  he  refuses  to  comply  ?"  inquired  the 
priest 

''  You  will  declare  war  forthwith/'  replied  the 
genend* 

"  Impossible  1"  exclaimed  the  herald,  with  a  de* 
terminedidr. 

<<  Impossible!"  repeated  the  Consul,  angrily, 
**  what  do  you  mean?" 

**  The  proceeding  is  irregular,"  said  the  prig  whom 
be  addressed. 

**  Oh  l**HM>me  technicality  stands  in  the  way/'  said 
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Junias  Sjllanus;  "  how  then  would  yoo  proceed? 
be  pleased  to  explain.'' 

*'  I  know  my  duty/'  said  the  Fecialis ;  "  I  should 
proceed  thus :  I  should  set  out  towards  the  eoeoy's 
country,  and  on  reaching  the  confines  (but  what 
these  may  be  in  the  present  case  I  cannot  decide,)  I 
should  stop,  and  make  a  formal  declaration  of  the 
reasons  for  which  I  come,  calling  upon  all  the  gods 
as  witnesses,  and  imprecating  the  divine  vengeance, 
not  only  on  my  own  head,  but  on  the  heads  of  my 
employers,  if  those  reasons  are  not  just.  After  these 
preliminaries,  I  should  resume  my  journey,  and  not 
stop  again  till  I  reached  the  chief  town,  or  metro- 
polis of  the  foe,  which  in  the  present  instance  «e 
may  suppose  to  be  represented  by  the  Pnetorian 
Camp.  Then  stopping  again,  I  should  repeat  the 
same  declaration,  with  a  few  additions,  and  withal 
requiring  the  surrender  of  the  place.  If  this  demand 
were  complied  with,  well  and  good;  the  busness 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  I  should  return  home  io 
triumph,  accompanied  with  hostages  and  the  like. 
But  in  case  of  its  being  refused,  I  should  imme* 
diately  return  to  Rome,  wait  there  for  ten  days, — 
then  go  back  again  to  the  enemy,  — then  return  a 
second  time  to  Rome, — stay  there  for  ten  days  more* 
— then  travel  back  again  to  the  enemy, — then  teton 
to  Rome  for  the  third  time, — ^then  post  back  agun 
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to  the  enemy.  These'  various  journeys  to  and  fro, 
would  in  all  occupy  about  thirty  days,  or  one  calendar 
month ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  we  may 
suppose  that  the  enemy  would  have  had  time  enough 
to  consider  the  matter  in  hand,  and  determine  whe- 
ther he  should  capitulate  or  not.  If,  therefore,  I 
should  find  after  all  that  the  quarrel  could  not  be 
accommodatedy  it  would  become  my  duty  to  return 
again  to  Rome,  for  the  last  time,  and  make  a  faithful 
report  of  my  embassy  to  the  Senate,  setting  forth  the 
great  moderation  and  forbearance  with  which  I  had 
acted  towards  the  foe,  and  assuring  them  that  as 
everythmg  bad  now  been  done  to  effect  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  difference,  but  without  success, 
they  would  be  fully  justified  in  having  recourse  to 
arms.  The  Senate  would  then  probably  debate  for 
some  days  more  about  the  expediency  of  going  to 
war  or  not,  and  if  this  question  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  I  should  finally  have  to  go  back  again  to 
the  enemy's  country,  for  the  purpose  of  hurling  my 
official  spear  against  the  hostile  ground;  a  ceremony 
which,  to  be  legal,  must  be  performed  in  the  presence 
of  at  least  three  witnesses  belonging  to  the  nation  of 
the  foe ;  it  is  agreed,  however,  on  all  hands,  that  if 
these  witnesses  are  no  more  than  children,  they  are 
sufficient  for  the  purpose." 
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'*  There !''  cried  Soriboniiis  Mummias,  when  tke 
Fecialis  bad  oonclnded  his  speech,  **  did  I  not  tell 
yea,  O  Syilanus^  what  a  vast  number  of  ceremoniei 
it  would  be  necessary  to  perform  before  we  conld  le- 
gally enter  upon  the  war?'' 

**  And  do  you  suppose^  O  Mummins,"  said  the 
Consul,  ''  that  I  shall  allow  these  antiquated  forms- 
lities  to  delay  us,  when  we  are  within  sight  of  the 
enemy's  camp  ?" 

"  Assuredly/'  replied  the  philosopher ; ''  I  trust  joa 
will.  Let  us  return  into  the  city  instantly,  and  wstt 
there  patiently  till  the  exfuration  of  the  thirty 
days." 

"  Ridiculous !"  exclaimed  the  Consul ;  and  then 
turning  to  the  herald,  who  sat  '^  waiting  for  further 
orders"  erect  upon  his  steed,  with  a  pnrsed-np  moatb, 
and  a  look  of  dignity,  "  Begone!"  said  he,  in  a  stem 
▼oice ;  '*  we  have  no  time  to  wait ;  the  ceremonies  yoa 
describe  may  have  been  practised  vory  properly  in  the 
dark  ages,  when  people  were  superstitions ;  they  are 
now  obsolete  and  useless ;  we  need  not  attend  to  then 
any  more.  Begone,  therefore,  at  once.  Make  the 
best  of  yoor  way  to  the  camp ;  call  upon  the  garrisoB 
to  surrender,  in  any  terms  you  please ;  but  be  qaiek ; 
use  despatch ;  employ  no  more  words  thnn  are  ne> 
cessary ;  and  in  case  of  your  receiving  a  refnsal^  as 
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ill  all  likelihood  yoa  will,  make  no  more  ado,  but 
declare  war  on  the  instant.  Then  come  back  again 
as  qniekiy  as  yon  can,  and  tell  us-  what  you  have 
done." 

Scribonius  Mummins  and  tlie  herald,  both  at  the 
mme  moment,  groaned  audibly.  The  latter,  indeed, 
did  not  dare  to  remonstrate,  on  account  of  the  infe- 
riority of  his  rank,  and  the  awe  in  which  he  stood  of 
the  chief  magistrate :  the  former  was  more  bold,  and 
exclaimed  openly  against  so  flagrant  a  yiolation  of  the 
laws  of  war,  saying, ''  O  Consul,  beware  what  you  do ! 
the  honour  of  the  nation  is  at  stake ;  do  not  disgrace 
US  by  acting  so  precipiti^ely ; — take  time; — ^permit  a 
few  delays ; — give  the  enemy  time  to  consider  what 
be  is  about ;  do  not  hurry  him  too  much ;  it  is  mi~ 
reasonable ;  very  unfair ;  let  the  good  priest  perform 
the  first  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  then  return  for 
ten  days,  or  so,  brfore  he  throws  down  his  official 
spear  in  the  presence  of  the  three  puerile  witnesses, 
and  proclaims  war/' 

*'  This  is  intolerable,"  said  the  Consul,  ''  O  Mnm- 
mius,  you  are  distraught !"  and  waving  his  hand  im* 
patiently  to  the  herald,  ''begone!''  he  repeated; 
"  why  do  you  delay  ?"  The  herald  turned  to  depart, 
looking  blank  and  downcast.  Scribonius  Mummius 
ran  after  him,  caught  hold  of  his  hand,  and  whispered 
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him  in  the  ear.  *'  Good  priest !  worthy  priest !"  said 
he,  **  you  see  I  have  done  all  I  could  for  you,  bat  it 
was  of  DO  avail.  You  must  go,  indeed  ;  there  is  no 
help  for  it ;  you  must  declare  war  at  ODce,  without 
more  ado,  in  the  presence  of  the  three  small  children 
required  by  the  law.  For  mercy's  sake,  however, 
do  not  forget  to  cov«r  up  your  face  with  a  veil,  whea 
you  perform  the  ceremony; — that  would  be  worse 
than  all,  aud  stamp  us  as  barbarians  for  evei^ 
more." 

*'  Do  not  fear  me/'  replied  the  herald,  squeeaiog 
his  handy  "  I  know  my  duty.  Nothing  shall  be  for- 
gotten on  my  part  which  may  serve  to  qualify  the 
unhandsome  act  I  am  called  on  to  perform."  So  say- 
ing, he  set  off  on  his  mission. 

Meanwhile  the  Consul,  with  his  troops  and  officers^ 
kept  advancing  towards  the  fortress.  It  was  in  vaia 
that  Scribonius  Mummius  entreated  him  to  halt  tiU 
the  return  of  his  ambassador.  '*  No,  no,"  said  be, 
"  why  should  we  delay  ?  The  summons  we  have  sent 
is  a  mere  matter  of  form ;  the  answer  may  be  anti- 
cipated ;  we  can  expect  nothing  but  a  refusal.  Let 
us  be  prepared,  therefore,  to  invest  the  place  imme- 
diately." Scribonius  Mummius  heaved  a  deep  sigh, 
but  discontinued  the  attempt. 

The  whole  army  was  now  in  full  march.     Broads 
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densci  extended  columns  of  men  were  seen  on  all 
sides,  stretching  over  the  whole  country,  from  the 
walls  of  the  metropolis,  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  beleaguered  camp.  No  sound  was  heard  bat 
the  measured  tramp  of  the  infantry,  the  clattering  of 
the  horse,  the  heayy  rumbling  of  the  military  en- 
gines, the  occasional  blast  of  a  trumpet,  or  the  neigh- 
ing of  a  steed. 

All  of  a  sudden^  the  herald  and  his  followers  were 
seen  returning  from  the  camp.  They  were,  appa- 
rently, in  great  haste ;  urging  on  their  horses  at  the 
top  of  their  speed,  and  betraying  many  signs  of  terror 
and  anxiety  in  their  whole  demeanour. 

''  What  can  be  the  matter  V*  said  the  Consul :  ''  the 
Fecialis  is  in  a  fright." 

**  1  trust  the  good  priest  hath  been  punctiliously 
received,*'  said  Scribonius  Mummius.  ''  Surely  the 
enemy  cannot  have  forgotten  his  prerogative,  and 
treated  him  with  disrespect?" 

''Urrh,  urrh,"  said  Balbqs  BIsesns,  ''depend  upon 
it — ^urrh,  urrh, — he  has  thrown  a  bottle  at  his  head, — 
ngh!" 

The  herald  now  drew  up  within  a  few  paces  of  the 
general  and  his  friends,  and  they  immediately  per- 
ceived him  to  be  in  a  truly  lamentable  plight.  His 
magnificent  dress  was  defiled  all  over,  from  top  to 
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bottom,  wtdi  some  black,  resuioiu  matter^  ia  a  state 
of  fiemi-liqnefaction,  and,  to  all  appearance,  sn^kiog 
hot ;  several  spots  of  the  same  dark*coIoared  fM 
were  scattered  about  his  face ;  the  wreath  of  vervain 
which  had  formed  so  remarkable  an  omament  oa  bii 
head,  had  disappeared ;  a  long,  coarse,  woolleo  veH, 
saturated,  like  the  rest  of  his  person,  with  the  black 
nastiness,  was  however  visible  in  its  stead,  flowing 
from  his  pericranium  down  to  his  shoulders  on  each 
side,  and  partly  serving  to  conceal  the  affrighted, 
yet  exasperated  expression  of  his  distorted  eoaii- 
tenance. 

'^ Vengeance!  vengeance!"  cried  he,  with  a  load 
voice,  as  he  came  to  a  halt,  **  the  sacred  person  of  a 
herald  hath  been  profaned  1  Vengeance  upon  the 
base  violator  of  the  laws  of  war  !*' 

''  What  disaster  has  befallen  yon,  O  herald  ?"  said 
the  Consul.  ''  What  can  be  the  meaning  of  yoir 
complaints?" 

''Look  at  me,  O  Consul!"  replied  the  injured 
man ;  "  lo !  am  I  not  bespattered  all  over  with  hot 
pitch,  from  top  to  toe?  The  tyrant  threw  it  down 
upon  me,  from  the  walls." 

''  Oh,  monstrous  act  !''  ejaculated  Scriboatai 
Mummius.  ''  Hard  must  be  the  heart  ai  tiie  wretsh 
who  could  thus  treat  the  messenger  of  peace." 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80  AND  THB   PBAFBOT.  Ill 

"  Urrh»  nrrb/'  mattered  Balbas  Blflesus.  '^  it  is  not 
so  bad — nrrh,  arrb^ — as  haying  one's  teeth  knocked 
ovt  with  an  empty  wine  bottle,  after  all, — ngh  !^' 

**  It  seems  strange/'  said  Piso»  ^'  that  yon  have 
not  .been  more  injured  than  you  appear.  Hot  pitch 
18  a  dangerous  tbing." 

*'  My  yeil  saved  my  life/'  replied  the  priest,  "  I 
had  covered  up  ray  head  with  it  just  before  the  pitch 
came  down,  and  by  great  good  fortune  it  was 
thick." 

Upon  being  questioned  more  particularly,  the 
besmeared  functionary  proceeded  to  explain,  that 
having  reached  what  he  chose  to  consider  as  the  con- 
fines of  the  enemy's  country*  he  made  a  halt,  covered 
up  his  face  with  his  woollen  veil,  and  called  upon 
"  Jupiter  and  the  Borders  "  to  bear  witness  that  he 
was  the  real,  genuine,  and  "  pious"  messenger  of  the 
Roman  people,  come  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
Praetorian  Camp,  and  the  execution  of  the  Prsefecti 
as  a  public  enemy,  and  an  offender  against  the 
laws. 

'*  There  was  nobody  to  bear  me,"  continued  he, 
"  but  that  made  little  difference ;  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  this  preliminary  declaration  should  be  made 
in  the  presence  of  any  one  but  the  father  of  the  gods, 
and  the  boundaries  of  the  land.    Having  finished  my 
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speech,  therefore,  without  the  slightest  interraptioiiy  I 
jogged  on  quietly  and  comfortably,  (having,  first  of 
all  taken  off  my  veil  in  order  that  I  might  see  my 
way,)  till  I  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of  the  me- 
tropolisy  or  camp,  when  I  again  stopped,  and  made 
myself  as  conspicuous  as  I  could,  under  the  idea  that 
as  soon  as  the  enemy  got  sight  of  me,  they  would 
send  out  their  ambassadors,  crowned  with  vervaift 
like  myself,  and  bearing  in  their  hands  certun  pieces 
of  verdant  turf,  symbolical  of  the  town  which  tbey 
were  desirous  of  yielding  up.  But  as  no  such  envoys 
made  their  appearance,  I  spurred  on  again,  till  I  got 
close  up  to  the  walls ;  then,  making  another  halt,  I 
commanded  my  trumpets  to  sound  thrice;  which 
they  accordingly  did;  sending  forth  a  loud,  dear, 
harmonious  bray,  which  rang  round  the  battlements. 
This  summons  was  too  loud  not  to  be  heard  ;  and  it 
was  attended  to.  Several  persons  made  their  ap- 
pearance upon  the  walls,  and,  amongst  others,  I  re- 
cognised the  figure  of  Vitalianns,  Pnefect  of  the  Prae- 
torian bands,  and  lately  governor  of  Borne,  together 
with  a  warlike-looking  female,  dressed  like  the  sta- 
tues of  Pallas  or  Bellona,  with  a  helmet  on  her  head, 
a  corslet  on  her  breast,  and  a  mighty  javelin  in  her 
hand." 

**  Doubtless  it  was  Laurentia  Ogolnia  herself" 
said  Scribonius  Mummius  eagerly. 
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*'  I  sappose  80,"  aaid  the  Consal.    *'  But  proceed." 

"  Upon  seeing  these  persons  on  the  walk,"  coo- 
tinsed  the  herald,  '*  I  knew  my  duty  at  once ;  I  had 
but  one  coarse  to  pursue ;  I  accordingly  raised  my 
▼oioe,  and  called  out  as  loudly  as  I  could,  command- 
ing them  to  surrender  the  town,  and  deliver  up  the 
governor,  dead  or  alive,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  law." 

**  And  did  they  not  comply  ?"  said  the  Consul  in- 
quiringly. 

**  Strange  to  say,  they  did  not,"  replied  the  ambas- 
sador ;  **  yet  nothing  could  be  more  reasonable  than 
the  demand,  or  more  in  accordance  with  the  usages 
of  war." 

"And  what  did  you  do  next?"  asked  Junius 
Syllanus. 

''What  was  right,"  replied  the  priest,  dogmati- 
cally. "  I  held  up  my  hand,  and  called  out  in  a 
lend  voice  to  Jupiter  and  Juno,  and  all  the  other 
deities,  celestial,  terrestrial,  and  infernal,  in  a  mass, 
imploring  them  to  bear  witness  to  the  goodness  of 
my  caase,  and  the  moderation  of  my  demands." 

**  That  was  very  proper  indeed,"  said  the  general ; 
''  and  what  was  the  result  ?" 

"The  result?"  repeated  the  Fecialis,  "I  tremble 
while  I  relate  it:  the  Prefect  laughed  in  my 
face!" 
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'' Horrible  i  most  horrible!"  groaned  SoriboBuu 
MQmiiiiQs,  in  a  tone  of  woe. 

*'  And  when  yon  had  reeeived  this  impiaas  cad 
mireasonable  refnsal/'  said  Piso,  ''  what  line  of  cob* 
daet  did  yon  adopt  next  ?'' 

"There  was  but  one  left  for  me/'  answered  the 
herald ;  *'  for  you  know,  Piso,  I  had  been  forUddea 
to  return  to  Rome  for  ten  days,  and  then  gn  back  to 
the  enemy;  and  then  return  again  to  Rone,  and 
stay  there  for  ten  days  more;  and  then  go  hack 
a  second  time  to  the  enemy;  and  then  return  to 
Rome  for  the  third  time,  and  remain  there  for  tan 
days  more ;  and  then  go  back  to  tiie  enemy  after  aD, 
and  throw  down  my  official  spear,  and  declare  war  in 
the  presence  of  the  three  small  cbUdren  required  by 
the  law." 

"  Peace,  dolt  and  babUer !''  exclaimed  the  Consul ; 
"conclude  your  story,  and  have  done.'* 

''Pardon,  O  Syllanus,"  said  the  hendd;  Md 
proceeding  in  a  more  subdued  tone,  "  I  have  little 
farther  to  say,"  continued  he,  "  for  my  demand  h&ag 
refused,  I  had  nothing  left  for  it  bat  to  cover  up  my 
face  with  the  woollen  veil,  throw  down  my  official 
spear,  and  proclaim  war  in  the  name  of  the  sen^e 
and  people  of  Rome.  This  acccHrdingly  I  prepared 
to  do ;  but  scarcely  had  I  covered  up  my  eyes, 
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down  oame  the  hot  pitch  npon  my  head,  peeling  off 
my  skin  in  great  flakes  wherever  it  touched ;  nor 
could  I  possibly  have  esdiaped  with  life  but  for  the 
friendly  safeguard  of  my  veil.  This  atrocious  out- 
rage was  moreover  accompanied  with  a  coarse  laugh 
on  the  part  of  the  perpetrators;  —  an  insult  from 
wUch  I  confess  myself  to  have  experienced  scarcely 
less  pain  than  from  the  pitch  itself.*' 

*'  Incredible  atrocity !''  ejaculated  Scribonius  Mum- 
mius. 

'*  And  after  this  agreeable  little  incident/'  said  the 
consul,  '^  I  presume,  O  herald,  that  you  lost  no  time 
in  returning  home  to  your  friends  Y' 

*'  I  did  not,  I  confess,"  replied  the  priest,  '*  I 
hurled  out  my  official  spear  with  more  haste  than 
solemnity,  and  departed  at  once/' 

*'  Not,  however,  I  trust,"  said  Piso,  jeeringly, 
''  without  performing  this  important  ceremony  in  the 
presence  of  the  three  sweet  innocents  required  by  the 
law." 

And  the  discomfited  functionary  ^as  ordered  to 
retire. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   SAYINGS   AND   DOINGS  OF  THE   BESIEGED. 

Mbat« WHILE  the  Pnefect  was  hioiself  still  stationed 
on  the  walls,  accompanied  by  Thnsnelda  and  bis  wife. 
He  was  apparently  in  high  glee,  rubbing  bis  bands, 
ehucklingy  and  exulting  in  his  exploit. 

'*  Well  done,  Vitalianas !"  cried  he,  apostro- 
phising himself,  ''  yon  have  treated  the  miscreant  as 
be  deserved  :  you  have  performed  an  exploit  worthy 
of  your  reputation  and  your  name.'' 

''  I  am  sorry  that  the  pitch  was  not  hotter,"  said 
Laurentia  Ogulnia,  "  for  I  do  not  think  it  did  him 
much  harm  after  all :  he  seemed  to  trot  off  pretty 
comfortably  with  the  veil  over  his  head." 

"The  Furies  take  him!''  exclaimed  the  Praefeet ; 
"  the  impertinent  knave !  to  think  of  bis  coming  liere 
quite  coolly,  and  asking^me  to  deliver  myself  up  to 
him,  dead  or  alive,  in  order  that  I  migbt  be  dealt 
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with  according  to  the  law  !     A  pretty  reqaest^  truly, 
to  be  made  to  a  man's  own  face ! ' 

**  Never  mind ; — do  not  flurry  yourself,"  said  Lau- 
rentia  Ogulnia,  *'  it  is  not  worth  making  a  fuss  about. 
And  besides,  you  ought  to  be  making  ready  for  the 
attack  which  these  rebels  will  infallibly  commence  as 
soon  as  their  precious  envoy  gets  back  to  them,  all 
covered  with  pitch." 

*^  Mehercule  ! — ^you  are  right/'  cried  her  husband ; 
''  what  a  wise  woman  you  are !''  and  turning  to  some 
of  his  military  attendants  stationed  in  the  rear,  he 
called  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  '*  put  some  of  those 
great  Marseillian  darts  into  the  largest  catapult, — as 
many  as  it  will  hold,  —  and  take  good  care  that  you 
have  the  wheels  and  chains  well  oiled,  and  the  levers 
loose,  and  ready  for  use." 

''  In  obedience  to  these  orders,  the  men  prodaced 
several  wooden  beams,  about  twelve  feet  long,  and 
one  thick,  headed  with  iron,  and  looking  like  over- 
grown arrows  or  darts,  which  they  forthwith  pro- 
ceeded to  insert,  with  the  points  turned  outward, 
in  the  front  of  a  huge  engine  of  an  indescribable 
shape,  fixed  upon  the  battlements,  and  furnished 
internally,  with  a  complicated  apparatus  of  wheels, 
screws,  and  levers. 

**Papar*  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  as  she  con- 
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templated  the  vast  piece  of  machinery  upon  which 
they  were  at  work,  **pap(B!  what  is  this  ?  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  any  thing  of  the  sort  before ; 
not  that  it  is  unlike  a  catapult;  but  its  dimensions 
are  so  vast;  it  looks  like  a  catapult  made  by  the 
Tltansi  and  employed  in  their  wars  before  they  were 
buried  under  Peibn  and  Ossa,  and  all  that.*' 

«'Ha!  ha!"  chuckled  the  Prefect.  "I  thought 
you  would  be  surprised.  This  is  a  new  invention  of 
mine,  Laurentia.  Or  rather/'  added  he,  correcting 
himself,  **  an  old  invention  which  I  have  revived. 
These  gigantic  darts  were  in  fact  employed  for  the 
first  time  by  the  Greeks,  in  the  defence  of  their 
ancient  colony  of  Marseilles  against  Julius  Caesar, 
and  it  is  said  to  have  been  chiefly  through  their 
means  that  the  town  was  enabled  to  bold  out  so  long; 
thus  rendering  the  siege  one  of  the  most  memorable 
recorded  in  history,  as  you  know/' 

<'  Ah  !  —  I  uDderstand.  —  I  see  it  all/'  said  the 
heroine,  "and  so  I  suppose  you  intend  to  emploj 
them  in  the  same  way  yourself." 

*'  You  shall  see/'  replied  her  husband ;  "  all  in 
good  time." 

**  The  sooner  the  better,"  exclaimed  the  spililed 
lady.  ''Oh,  how  I  do  long  to  see  you  batteifag 
down  their  moveable  towers  as  they  come  up  to  Ae 
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walkf  and  croahing  all  the  people  ia  them  to  death. 
I  hope  you  will  do  it  as  soon  as  you  can." 

"  Undoubtedly/'  replied  her  kind  spouse ;  *'  that  is 
to  say  if  they  have  any  towers  to  be  crushed.  It  is 
not,  however^  by  any  means  certain  that  they  will  be 
employed." 

"How  so!"  inquired  the  dame ;  ''in  my  time  it 
was  always  the  custom  at  a  siege  to  have  great  high 
wooden  towers,  moving  upon  wheels,  and  brim*fuU  of 
archers,  who  were  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  ramparts 
of  the  town.  Then  these  towers  were  pushed  on 
from  behind, — for  the  men  who  pushed  them  were 
too  much  afraid  to  show  themselves  in  front,  —  till 
they  got  within  a  short  distance  of  the  walls,  when 
the  archers  all  began  shooting  away  at  once,  and  did 
much  mischief,  wounding  a  man  or  two  every  now 
and  then.  The  whole,  however,  gf  n^rally  ended  by 
the  besieged  throwing  down  a  parcel  of  great  heavy 
stones  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  crushing  it  to 
bits-" 

<'  That  is  all  very  true,"  said  the  Prssfect ;  ''  but 
these  things  only  happened  in  the  case  of  a  regular 
siege.  Now,  as  one  well  versed  in  military  affairs, 
Laurentia,  you  ought  to  be  aware  that  our  country- 
men are  by  no  means  fond  of  proceeding  in  this  way ; 
they  prefer  when  they  can,  getting  possession  of  a 
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place  either  by  stratagem  or  by  a  sodden  assatlt, 
which  takes  less  time,  and  costs  less  money.  They 
generally,  therefore,  make  a  trial  of  one  or  other  of 
these  two  modes  before  they  have  recourse  to  the 
more  difficult  and  expensive  process  of  a  si^e." 

**  And  in  case  they  attempt  the  last, — the  sodden 
assault/'  said  the  lady, ''  what  do  they  do  Y* 

''They  employ  no  moving  towers,  no  hatterini;- 
ramsy  no  warlike  engines  of  any  sort,"  said  Che  Pre- 
fect, "unless,  indeed,  scaling-ladders  may  be  so 
termed.  Their  method  is  simply  to  surroond  the 
whole  town  or  fortress  with  their  troops,  and  then,  at 
a  given  signal,  advance  io  the  attack,  from  aU  qaar- 
ters  at  once :  nor  is  there  any  method  more  dai^er- 
ous,  for  it  obliges  the  besieged  to  defend  the  whole 
circuit  of  their  walls  at  the  same  time,  for  wineh 
their  numbers  may  be  insufficient,  or  their  coange 
wanting.  On  the  other  hand,  this  mode  can  hardly 
be  adopted,  except  when  the  besieged  place  is  of 
moderate  size,  and  the  army  of  the  beai^en  na- 
merous." 

Just  as  he  finished  these  words,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  enemy,  which  had  hitherto  been  eoa* 
cealed  by  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  heguk  to 
show  itself,  followed  at  no  distant  interval,  by  the' 
main  body  of  the  troops. 
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The  Prtaefect  held  in  his  breath  for  a  few  seconds ; 
tfien  slowly  puffed  it  out  again,  with  a  deep  "  Ah !'' 
and  said,  **  Here  come  the  vagabonds  at  last.  Now 
we  shall  see  whether  it  is  their  intention  to  take  us 
by  storm,  or  to  do  us  the  honour  of  a  formal  siege." 

''The  villains  seem  numerous, **  said  Laurentia 
Ogulnia. 

*'  And  in  good  border,  too/'  added  Basilides,  as  he 
joined  the  party  on  the  ramparts. 

*'  Our  lord  and  god  need  not  be  afeard  of  them, 
never&el^s,''  said  Vibius  Puppius,  following  in  his 
wake. 

*'  Peace,  sanies!*'  cried  the  great  man. 

Thnsnelda  now  began  to  feel  herself  interested, 
and  joined  in  the  conversation.  ''  Who  are  these 
vagabonds,  as  you  call  them?"  said  she  to  the  Prsefect, 
**  who  come  on  first,  in  parties  consisting  of  not  more 
than  ten  or  twelve  men,  and  each  party,  to  all  appear- 
ance^ acting  independently  of  the  rest  ?  They  seem 
very  irregular,  and  in  a  sort  of  confusion  which  I 
should  not  have  supposed  to  be  at  all  soldier-like. 
I  do  not  understand  why  Basilides  should  call  them 
in  good  order,  as  he  does." 

'^  He  is  not  far  wrong,  though,"  said  the  Praefect ; 
"  for  there  is  a  method  in  their  disorder :  they  are 
called  the  Velites ;  light  armed  troops,  whose  busi- 

VOL.   III.  G 


Digitized 


by  Google 


133  PISO  AX3>  TAB  PB^FBCV. 

ness  it  is  to  precede  the  main  body  of  tko  amy,  or 
hover  on  its  flanks^  scowering  the  oo«stry  as  they  go. 
Their  arras,  as  yoa  may  percei?e,  eoBsist  simply  of  a 
sword  and  backler ;  it  would  not  do  for  them  to  be 
encumbered  with  anything  else,  their  speed  being 
the  chief  thing  requisite.  Great  care  is,  however, 
always  taken  that  their  swords  should  be  of  the  best 
temper,  for  which  reason  they  are  generally  broi^t 
from  Spain ;  a  country  which  from  the  earliest  petied 
has  be^i  remarkable  for  the  goodness  of  its  eatlefy, 
and  probably  will  continue  so  for  evemiore." 

**  Oh !  here  come  the  archers/'  cried  ThnsneMa. 
"  It  requires  oo  one  to  tell  me  what  they  are ;  their 
bows  and  arrows  mark  them  at  once.*^ 

"  True/'  replied  her  friend ;  ''  but  thene  aeo,  yon 
will  obs^rre,  are  armed  rather  peculiarly,  after 
the  fashion  used  in  Crete.  They  are  often  now  em- 
ployed instead  of  the  Veliles/  to  pceeede  the  rat  of 
the  troops,  the  former  being  in  fact  somewhat  oboolele, 
and  out  of  date,  though  stiU  retained  in  the  Coosnlar 
Bands.  Here,  also,  c(Hne  sobm  of  the  Hastatj,  a 
sort  of  troops  still  more  antiquated  than  the  Yelitei; 
they  are  armed,  you  perceive,  with  a  kind  of  saMU, 
riight  javelins ;  seven  in  number  to  each  mnii»  and  d^ 
signed  to  be  thrown  by  the  hand.  They  are  not  veiy 
formidable,— not  much  to  be  feared  by  na^-ha! 
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ha  !  bow  the  Pnetorians  will  laugh  at  a  set  of  fellows 
armed  with  little  short  paltry  darts  like  those." 

*'  Bat  who  are  these  coming  on  now?"  adced  the 
damsel.  **  What  an  immense  body  of  men  I  Look 
to  what  a  distanee  their  front  lines  extend  !  and  how 
de^  they  are  too !  Surely,  Vitalianns,  the  Pr»to- 
lians  will  not  langh  at  snch  fellows  as  those,  at  any 
rate?" 

"  No"  rejoined  the  Prmfect,  gravely;  ^'  these  are 
not  an  eteemy  to  be  despised.  They  are  the  Triarii, 
sometimea  also  called  the  Pilarii,  on  acconnt  of  the 
Pila  which  they  nse*  They  are  the  most  honourable, 
as  well  as  the  most  important  dii^ision  of  the  troops, 
and  form  the  chief -stiength  of  every  army  in  which 
they  are  enrolled." 

"  They  advance  steadily,"  said  Thasnelda,  watch- 
log  them. 

"  Yes,  cortaialy,"  said  Vitalianns ;  "*  they  march 
with  great  regularity,  and  their  order  is  compact. 
They  are  a  formidable  band.  Yet,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, there  is  that  behind  them  which  we  have  far 
more  reason  to  dread." 

'*Eb!  what?  Vitiriianns!  what  have  we  reason 
to  dread  V  said  Lanrentia  Ogalnie,  putting  in  her 
oar. 

"Cast  your. eyes  beyond  the  Triarii, — the  main 
o3 
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body  of  troops/'  said  her  husband,  "  and  see  what 
yoQ  can  see  in  that  direction." 

Laurentia  Ogulnia  stretched  oat  her  neck,  and 
strained  her  eyes  to  the  uttermost. 

"  I  see,"  said  she,  **  I  see,  — what  do  I  see  ?  —  I 
see  nothing  but  a  confnsed  mass  of  meo,  moving 
along  together ;  that  is  all ;  I  cannot  make  out  what 
they  are  about,  or  anything  else.*' 

Thusnelda  was  on  the  look-out  too. 

**  I  see  something  more,"  said  she  presently ;  *'  and 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  is  an  immense  beam  of  wood, 
not  unlike  the  main-mast  of  a  ship,  which  the  men 
are  dragging  along  amongst  them.'' 

'^  It  is  the  battering-ram,"  said  the  Praefect,  in  a 
solemn  voice. 

'*The  gods  defend  us!"  exclaimed  his  wife. 

''  Orrible !  thrice  orrible !"  cried  Basilides. 

*'  Our  lord  and  god  need  not  be  afeard,"  chaoted 
Vibius  Puppius,  cheeringly. 

<•  I  see  something  else,"  said  Thusnelda,  who  was 
remarkable  for  the  sharpness  of  her  eyes,  —  greenish 
though  they  were. 

''  What  is  itr'  asked  all  the  rest-at  onoe. 

*^  If  my  eyes  serve  me  right,"  said  she^  ^  I  see 
several  things  like  houses  upon  wheels." 

''They  are  the  moving  towers  —  Ivrrer aieUer," 
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said  Lanrentia  Ogaloia,  "  I  was  certain  they  would 
come." 

'*  No/'  replied  the  damsel,  ''  it  cannot  be  them  ; 
for  they  are  not  high  enough.  They  look  more  like 
long  low  narrow  sheds,  with  steep  roofs,  and  gable 
ends ;  a  team  of  oxen  draws  each  of  them." 

•*They  are  mmculW  cried  the  PrcBfect.  "The 
whole  thing  is  clear  to  me ;  we  shall  have  a  regular 
siege  after  all." 

"  Why  so  ? — How  do  yon  know  ?"  asked  his  wife* 

'^  The  enemy  yery  evidently  intends  to  surround 
us  with  a  trench,  or  to  erect  a  mound,"  answered  the 
Praefect  ''These  musculi,  or  moveable  sheds,  are 
intended  to  protect  the  workmen  while  they  labour 
at  their  task." 

The  main  body  of  the  consular  troops  had  now  ap- 
proached within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  .walls ; 
when  a  new  eyolution  taking  place,  they  filed  off  in 
two  divisions  to  the  right  and  left,  leaving  an  open 
space  in  the  middle  for  the  passage  of  the  military 
engines,  which  were  forthwith  seen  coming  through 
towards  the  fortress.  The  battering-ram  was  how- 
ever for  the  present  kept  back.  The  musculi,  to  the 
number  of  fifteen,  came  forward  slowly,  each  drawn 
by  eight  huge  oxen,  which,  nevertheless,  scarcely 
seemed  competent  to  the  task.    Yet  the  weight  of 
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the  macliiiies  Tatiier  appeared  to  arise  from  Ae  sab- 
stantial  manner  in  which  they  were  built,  than  ft( 
their  siae,  which  was  by  no  means  g^reat. 

«  How  heavy  they  seem !''  said  Hinsnelda,  ii 
cently.  **  See,  how  the  poor  beasts  do  laboor  aUmj, 
with  their  heads  down,  and  thdr  feet  plongyng  the 
earth/' 

«  Yes,-  said  the  Pr«feot ;  "  they  are  mnseoK  of 
the  most  substantial  sort*  The  enemy  has  very 
wisely  preferred  them  to  the  iutudmes  ;  madiines 
which  are  often  applied  to  the  same  porpos^  and 
whioh,  though  more  capacions,  do  not  possess  the 
same  strength/' 

«  What  are  thmr  sides  madeof  r  asked  the  maiden; 
"  they  do  not  seem  to  be  solid,  or  completely  doaed 
up/' 

"No,''  replied  Yitalianns;  «that  wony  not  an* 
swer  the  purpose,  —  it  would  leore^the  workmen  in 
the  dark.  They  are  composed,  therefore,  of  a  aort  of 
network,  or  trellis,  made  of  ropes,  smd  sofieieHtly 
open  to  admit  the  air  and  light,  yet  so  oloae  that  it 
would  be  difficult  even  for  the  best  maoksoum  to 
send  an  arrow  through  the  interstices.  Thb  contri-^ 
Vance  enables  the  pioneers  to  work  very  oomfortehfy 
within/' 

One  by  one  these  ponderoos  machines  now  came 
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rumbling  up  to  withiD  a  short  distance  of  the  walls. 
Each  was  accompanied  by  two  distinct  parties  of 
men :  the  one  being  pioneers  famished  with  spades, 
mattocks^  pickaxes,  and  the  like ;  the  other,  common 
leponary  troops,  armed  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
designed  to  guard  the  occupants  of  the  mnsculi, 
while  they  laboured  at  their  task. 

*^  Well,  Vitalianus,"  said  his  wife,  "  here  they  are; 
what  do  you  intend  to  do  ?  They  are  within  reach 
of  our  missiles;  will  you  order  the  catapults  to  be 
discharged  T" 

''  Patience,^'  exclaimed  the  Prsefect  ''  You  are  in 
haste." 

*' Haste?"  repeated  the  dame,  ''what  do  you 
mean?'*  Do  you  intend  to  remain  here  quietly 
looking  on  till  the  enemy  have  dug  their  trench  all 
round  us,  so  that  we  never  shall  be  able  to  get  out  ? 
A  pretty  story,  truly  I    We  shall  be  starved.'' 

**  Never  fear ;  do  not  flurry  yourself,*'  said  her 
spouse,  making  use  of  a  favourite  phrase  of  her  own ; 
^let  me  alone;  I  know  what  I  am  about;  I  can 
defend  a  fortified  place  as  well  as  any  body." 

**  You  are  cool  enough,  at  any  rate/'  rejoined  the 
lady.  ***Why  one  really  would  suppose  that  the 
whole  affair  was  a  joke,-^mere  make-belief, — ^by  your 
way  of  treating  it.  Why  do  not  you  knit  your  brows, 
O  Praefect,  and  look  solemn,  as  you  ought  ?" 
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'<  Staff!"  replied  the  dignitary. 

The  muscoli  being  now  all  drawn  np  in  a  row, 
with  their  sides  towards  the  fortress,  the  pioneers 
went  into  them»  and  commenoed  their  laboars* 
Meanwhile,  the  legionaries  watched  them  on  the 
outside,  in  case  of  a  sally  from  the  camp ;  taking 
care  to  keep  so  much  behind  them  as  to  be  pretty 
well  protected  from  any  missiles  which  might  be  shot 
down  from  the  ramparts. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  gods !"  cried  Laarentia  OgnU 
nia,  ''  discharge  the  catapults,  or  the  trench  will  be 
dug," 

''  Not  yet/*  said  the  Prefect,  <'  let  us  wait  tiU  their 
plans  are  developed  a  little  more." 

The  pioneers  went  on  digging  as  hard  as  they 
could;  a  trench  was  very  evidently  in  the  act  of 
being  sunk  to  a  considerable  depth,  A  whole  hour 
elapsed,  and  they  were  still  at  work  as  hard  as  ever. 

**  Wretched  man !"  exclaimed  the  lady  to  her  hus- 
band ;  ''  are  you  mad  ?" 

''  Be  patient,  —  wait  a  little,  —  that's  a  dear,*'  re- 
plied the  governor  of  the  camp. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  trench  being  now 
excavated,  the  earth  removed  from  it  was  conveyed 
by  another  party  of  labourers  to  a  spot  scarcely  ten 
yards  distant  from  the  walls  of  the  camp,  where  they 
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heaped  it  up  in  a  pile.  This  pile  ^adually  began  to 
aMome  the  appearance  of  a  square  mound,  of  consi- 
derable extent,  and  solid  structure. 

''  Ohe  !  "  cried  the  PrsBfect ;  "  now  do  I  at  length 
know  what  they  are  about,  —  they  are  building  up  an 

"  An  agger !"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  **  why,  that 
I  think  is  a  g^eat  high  artificial  hill,  heaped  up  till  it 
reaches  the  level  of  the  battlements,  and  enables  the 
besiegers  to  cross  orer  from  the  one  to  the  other,  by 
means  of  a  moveable  bridge,  or  something  of  that 
sort;  is  it  not?" 

**  It  is,"  replied  her  husband ;  "  you  have  de- 
scribed it  very  tolerably,  though  in  familiar  terms." 

**  And  if  I  do  not  mistake,"  continued  the  lady, 
**  this  approach  by  the  agger  is  considered  as  one  of 
the  most  slow,  difficult,  and  laborious  methods  in 
which  a  siege  can  be  carried  on." 

"  Even  so,"  rejoined  the  Praefect ;  "  you  are  well 
informed." 

''  Wonderful !"  ejaculated  the  dame.  **  Is  it  not 
wonderful,  I  say,  that  the  Consul  should  think  it 
necessary  to  take  so  much  pains,  and  go  to  work  so 
cautiously,  in  the  reduction  of  a  place  which  is,  after 
all,  no  better  than  a  fortified  camp?" 

''Not  at  all,"  said  Vitalianus;  ''he  is  a  prudent 
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aao,  and  knows  our  stroDgtli.  Bestdet,  he  no 
doubt  recollects  the  difficalty  which  Vespttian  had 
in  reducing  the  same  place  of  old,  daring  the  wan 
with  Vitellius.  It  was  found  necessary  to  employ 
the  agger  in  that  case,  as  well  as  in  this.'' 

''Ah! — I  remember/'    said    Laurentia  Ogulnia, 

and  too  well^  I  fear,  did  the  plan  succeed :  Ves- 
pasian got  possessioo  of  the  place." 

"Umph!"  said  Vitalianus.  ''It  made  a  good 
resistance,  at  any  rate.  And,  besides,  it  was  not  so 
strong  then  as  it  is  now ;  the  fortifications  haTO  been 
increased.  By  the  fsTour  of  the  gods,  therefore,  and 
our  own  good  management,  I  trust  we  shall  hold 
out." 

The  mound  still  kept  gradually  rising  in  be^t. 
Presently,  several  vast  wains,  drawn  by  oxea  like 
the  musculi,  and  loaded  with  immense  pieces  of 
timber,  were  seen  coming  from  a  distance  towards 
the  place  where  the  pioneers  were  at  work. 

''  Why,  what  in  the  world  can  they  be  going  to  do 
with  all  that  wood  ?"  asked  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  with 
the  engaging  simplicity  which  she  occasioiMdIy  £»- 
played. 

"  Probably,"  replied  her  husband, «'  they  intend  to 
employ  it  in  strengthening  the  sides  of  the  mound, 
and  preventing  the  earth  from  falling  out.    But  let 
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them  mind  irhat  they  do»-^wood  10  an  inflammaUe 
substaoce,  and  easily  burnt." 

''  So  nmoh  the  better  for  us,"  said  tbe  lady ;  ''  but 
come,  oome^  difiebarge  your  eDg^nes,  and  put  them  to 
the  proof/' 

"  Patienoe  J"  cried  her  Apouse ;  '^  what  good  should 
we  do  by  that?"  Look  at  the  roofs  of  those  mos* 
eulif  and  tell  me  what  they  are  made  of,  if  you 
can?" 

Lanrentia  Ogulnia  opened  her  peepers  to  a  con- 
siderable width,  and  did  as  she  was  desired.-^ 
"  JSilepolt"  said  she,  ''they  appear  to  me  to  be  made 
of  the  raw  undressed  hides  of  bulls  or  govs, — vhich 
of  the  two  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say, — but  pro- 
bably the  former  have  been  employed^  by  reason  of 
their  greater  strength  and  magnitude." 

'^Bat!  batr  cried  the  Prssfect,  ''those  are  the 
external  coverings, — nothing  else.  The  roofs  within 
are  no  doubt  formed  of  great  huge  beams  and 
rafters,  rivetted  with  iron,  and  overlaid  with  plates  of 
the  same  metal,  as  thick  as  my  hand.  I  have  often 
seen  mnsculi  constructed  in  the  same  way  before." 

*'  And  you  think,  therefore,  I  suppose,  that  they 
would  not  easily  be  crushed?" 

"Alas I  no;  I  fear  not,"  replied  the  dignitary. 
''  However,  I  do  begin  to  think  now  that  it  may  be 
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time  to  try:  the  experiment  mast  be  made  at 
last." 

So  saying,  he  made  a  sig^  to  the  engineers :  the  men 
seized  their  levers,  and  sarrounded  the  machines 
upon  the  battlements.  A  loud,  grating,  rattling 
sound  was  heard,  and  the  inunense  catapults  were  at 
work. 

The  air  was  agitated :  there  was  a  concussion  of 
the  atmosphere. 

At  that  moment,  Laurentia  Ognlnia  uttered  a  wild 
shriek,  clapped  her  hands  vehemently,  and  sprang 
upwards  like  a  rope-dancer. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   SAYINGS   AKD   DOINGS   OF   THE   BESIEGERS. 

We  must  now  trace  back  for  an  hoar  or  two. 

''  Piso,"  said  Junius  Syllanns  to  the  hero  of  this 
romantic  narrative,  as  they  came  to  a  halt  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  beleaguered  place, — ^'Piso," 
said  the  Consul, ''  I  am  about  to  entrust  you  with  an 
important  charge^-^perhaps,  too,  a  perilous  one.  You 
mnst  command  the  pioneers  in  the  trenches  before 
the  camp." 

''  Willingly/'  replied  the  young  man ;  "  I  shall  do 
my  best*' 

^*  There  are  fifteen  mnscnU"  continued  his  com-* 
manding  oflBcer;  ''take  them  all;  go  up  with  them 
to  the  walls,  as  closely  as  you  can ;  put  twenty  men 
into  each, — there  will  be  three  hundred  in  all, — and 
be  sure  yon  lose  no  time,  either  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work,  or  in  its  prosecution  afterwards; 
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the  better  part  of  the  trench  should  be  excavated 
before  night,  and  the  foundation  of  the  agger  laid. 
6oy  Piso,  use  despatch,  but  be  prudent." 

''Am  I  to  act  alone?"  asked  Piso»  **  or  are  there 
any  other  officers  to  support  me  in  the  charge  V 

'' Gracilis  Furcifer  will  be  the  second  in  com- 
mand," answered  the  Consul ;  ''  Balbus  Blsesus  may 
go  if  he  likes." 

''Urrh,  urrh,  I  do  like  it,"  said  the  stammerer,— 
*^  urrh — ^I  will  go  this  instant, — unh,^  urrh, — I  will 
fight  the  tyrant  eyen  unto  the  death." 

"  Away,  then,"  said  Xunius  Syllanus,  '^  away,  and 
be  valiant." 

.  Piso  accordingly  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
pioneers,  who,  as  the  Consul  had  obaerTed,  wero  thne 
hundred  in  number,  with  about  twice  as  many  le* 
gionaries  for  th^  defence.  The  whole  body  then 
marched  with  great  order  and  regularity,  though  al 
a  slow  pace,  in  order  to  keeip  time  with  the  gsbd  that 
drew  the  muscali,  towards  the  fortress  which  it  wua 
their  duty  to  infest 

Presently,  as  they  adjanced,  Balbus  Bkosos  caaft 
his  eyes  upwards  towards  the  batUemeDts  of  the 
camp,  and  clapping  his  hand  upon  his 
claimed,  with  cTen  a  worse  uttenmoe  thaa 
^  nnrh^  urrh,  urrh! — there  he  is, — ^urrh,  ugh! — ^the  faio^ 
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blo^  blood-thinty  wr,  wr,  wretch, — unrfay  urrh! — may 
the  gods  confound  him, — ugh !'' 

''  Silence !"  cried  Piao,  with  a  lofty  air ;  ^'  such  ex- 
clamations as  these  are  inconsistent  with  the  gravity 
€iour  parpose,  and  the  solemnity  of  onr  march/' 
'  ''He  has,  apparently,  two  females  with  him,^'  said 
Gracilis  Furcifer,  looking  np  also^towards  the  PrcB- 
fecty  as  he  spoke. 

Thereupon  onr  hero  ''pricked  np  bis  ears,**  like 
Sir  Hndibras,  of  old,  and  adventured  to  take  a  look 
in  the  same  direction  too. 

And  then  it  was  that  he,  for  the  first  time,  became 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  interesting  young  bar- 
barian, with  the  green  eyes  and  flaxen  locks,  was  a 
denizen  of  the  fortress. 

"  Alas  !''  thought  he,  "  is  she  a  voluntary  resident, 
or  a  prisoner  ?  I  sincerely  hope,  the  last'' 

His  heart  yearned  towards  her.  He  had,  in  .fact, 
been  ensnared  by  her  loveliness  some'  time  before, 
though  we  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  chronicle 
the  circumstance. 

The  passion  was  reciprocal.  They  were  inspired 
mutually  with  the  most  tender  sentiments  of  love,  ad- 
miration, and  respect. 

Enamoured  were  they  both. 

Nether  of  them,  however,  had,  as  yet,  confessed 
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the  flame ;  they  waited  for  an  opportaiiity«  without 
which  nothiDg  coold  be  done* 

Speedily,  ye  goda,  may  it  arriFe ! 

But  let  me  pause.  Hurried  away  by  my  feetings; 
warmed  with  my  subject, — ^I  have  already  said  more 
about  my  '^  love  aSSur"  than  may  be  coosistent  with 
the  rules  ordinarily  observed  in  novel  writing;,  ait 
suitable  to  that  gpradual  development  of  the ''plot" 
which  ought  properly  to  keep  my  readers  on  the  ten- 
ter-hooks of  curiosity,  to  know  whether  my  hero  and 
heroine  love  each  other  with  sincerity,  and  in  good 
earnest,  or  not.  I  have  revealed  the  whole  thing  in 
a  few  words,  instead  of  discovering  it  bit  by  bit,  after 
the  manner  of  my  predecessors,  or  in  imitation  of  my 
contemporaries,  as  I  ought 

The  musculi  were  now  all  drawn  up  in  a  line^  in 
front  of  the  fortress,  as  I  have  observed,  before^  and 
the  oxen  taken  out.;  after  which  the  workmen  veie 
distributed  through  them  in  parties  of  a  score  eaeh, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Consul,  and  the 
excavation  of  the  trench  commenced.  Piso  did  not 
station  himself  anywhere  in  particular,  bat  kept 
moving  about,  visiting  the  diflTerent  musculi  by  turns, 
and  issuing  his  orders  to  the  workm^,  as  they  vece 
required.  Balbus  Blsesus  and  Gracilis  Fnrmfer  did 
tbei 
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Thas  things  went  on  qnietly  enough.  A  whole 
hour  elapsed;  the  trench  was  already  sunk  to  the 
depth  of  some  feet ;  the  foundations  of  the  mound 
were  beginning  to  be  seen;  and  the  industrious 
artisans  still  laboured  in  security. 

Piso  and  his  oflBcers  were  surprised  at  a  state  of 
things  upon  which  they  had  little  calculated  when 
they  conmienced.  They  had  fully  expected  to  be 
assailed  by  a  shower  of  missiles  as  they  approached, 
and  they  could  not  understand  why  an  officer  so  pru-* 
dent  and  experienced  as  the  Preefect  was  well  known 
to  he,  should  have  allowed  them  to  take  up  their 
position,  and  ensconce  themselves  in  their  sheds^ 
unmolested  by  the  iire  of  his  batteries,  or  the  sally  of 
his  troops.  His  supineness  was  unaccountable  to 
them  all. 

"  I  cannot  make  it  out,"  said  Gracilis  Furcifer,  in 
allusion  to  this  circumstance ;  '*  he  had  such  an  ex-i 
cellent  opportunity  of  annoying  us  during  our  ap- 
proach; yet  he  has  not  discharged  one  missile 
against  us,  but  allowed  us  to  take  shelter  under  our 
sheds,  where  we  are  comparatively  safe," 

*'  Peradventure  he  is  in  love/'  suggested  Piso, 
**  and  does  not  know  what  he  is  about." 

'*  In  love!"  repeated  the  iBdile,  **  whom  should 
he  be  in  love  with?  and  what  should  the  commander 
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of  a  besi^ped  place  haye  to  do  witk  sack  non- 
I?" 


"  I  do  not  know/'  replied  tbe  joath,  with  a  bewil- 
dered  look;  *'  bat  love  perrades  eTerywkere:— 
every  one  must  occasioDally  be  enamoured^ — and 
distranght." 

''  Beware^  O  FiBO,  of  the  passioa  yoarself  i**  mi 
Gracilis  Forcifer,  looking  hard  at  him. 

'*  Bo  yon  not  admire  green  eyea,  O  Farcifer!'* 
asked  the  young  man ;  ^^  what  can  be  more  beaatifU 
than  they?" 

«< Papa!— green  eyes!''  cried  the  jEdile;  <'  whst 
dost  thou  mean?" 

''And  long^  white*  fleecy  hair?"  eontiaaed  im 
saperior  officer. 

''  Green  eyes  and  white  hair !''  exclaimed  Gndlii 
Furcifer.  ''  Strange  qnestions  these,  to  he  asked  is 
the  trenches  of  a  besieged  place !" 

'*  He  seems  fond  of  her/'  mattered  Piso.  ''  Why 
dse  shoald  he  have  taken  the  trouble  of  bringiaghcr 
with  him  into  the  camp?" 

'« Of  whom  do  yon  speak?"  asked  tbe  w£dii^iaa 
state  of  bewilderment. 

''  But  his  affection  most  be  paternal,"  ooatiaoed 
the  other,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  vacancy. ''  aodi 
trust  disinterested :  she  is  the  associate  of  his  wife.** 

''  Really,  Piso,  all  this  is  f  ery  ridicaloos." 
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'*  It  is  impossible,  howerer,  that  he  should  help 
admiring  the  beautifal  emerald  bae  of  her  eyes,  and 
the  spotless  parity  of  her  hair.'* 

''There  are  the  green  eyes  and  white  hair^  again!" 
eried  Gracilis  Fnrcifer,  "  These  monstrosities  seem 
to  occupy  his  whole  thoughts.  Poor  boy !  he  cannot 
help  harping  on  them.*' 

"  What  are  bine,  broWn,  black,  grey,  hazel,  or 
eren  red,  in  comparison  with  the  green  I"  exclaimed 
the  enraptured  swain,  in  a  tone  full  of  energy. 

''  Monstrous  infatuation  !*'  ejaculated  the  ^dile. 
— ''  But  now  I  think  of  it,"  added  he, ''  there  was  a 
young  savage  called  Thusnelda  living  with  the  Prse- 
fect  and  his  wife,  whose  eyes  were  certainly  of  a 
greenish  hue,  yet  not  ugly  either :  her  hair  also  was 
white." 

"  What  sayest  thou  ?"  asked  Piso.  "  Whom  didst 
thou  name?'' 

'*  Thusnelda/'  replied  the  ^dile ;  "  a  sort  of  a  young 
savage  named  Thusnelda,  caught  somewhere  in  the 
woods.  It  is  possible  you  may  have  heard  of  her 
yourself.  She  was  indeed  much  talked  of  when 
Vitalianus  first  brought  her  to  Rome ;  her  eyes  were 
so  green,  her  locks  so  white,  and  her  stature  so  much 
above  the  ordinary  height  of  women.  Nevertheless, 
she  was  by  no  means  ill-made,  and  there  were  per- 
sons of  an  eccentric  taste  who  even  thought  her 
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handsome.    By  the  same  token,  I  have  been  lately 
told  the  Prsefect  has  fallen  in  love  with  her  himself.** 

Piso  gave  utterance  to  a  load  shriek.  **  Oh  Far- 
cifer,  my  friend,"  cried  he,  "  what  do  yoa  say  ?  Con- 
tradict your  words,  or  stab  me  to  the  heart !" 

The  iBdile  contemplated  him  wijth  astonishment 
^*  What,  Piso,"  he  exclaimed,  '^  can  it  be  possible  that 
you  are  in  love  with  this  yoang  savage  yourself!" 

"  Deeply,  devotedly,  distractedly."  replied  the 
youth,  tearing  his  hair  and  beating  his  breast. 

"  Preposterous !"  answered  his  friend ;  "  she  is  a 
barbarian,  nothing  else." 

^'  She  is  a  beauty,  too,"  sighed  the  lover. 

''  Who  cares  for  that?  What  is  beauty  without 
blood?" 

^*  She  is  the  most  virtuous  of  her  sex." 

'*  Pish !    What  is  virtue  without  money  V 

**  She  is  the  most  sweet,  sweet,  sweet,  sweet" — 

"  Oh,  ay ! — I  dare  say, — very  sweet  indeed ;  but 
the  sweetest  things  sometimes  turn  sour.  Beware^ 
Piso,  yon  be  not  caught." 

''  And  to  think  that  such  a  sweet,  sweet,  amiable, 

innocent  creature  should  be  exposed  to  the  perse* 

cutions  of  such  an  odious  tyrant !  —  and  a  married 

man,  into  the  bargain." 

**  That  last  circumstance  is  indeed  an  awkward 
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one.  But  never  mind ;  do  not  fidget  yourself;  de- 
pend upon  it  that  young  women  are  better  able  to 
defend  themselves  than  the  world  generally  thinks/' 

•'  Beautiful  victim,  I  pity  thee !" 

*^  Aj,  ay,  that's  the  way.    How  apt  people  are  to 
call  young  damsels  victims,  without  knowing  whether 
/they  have  any  objection  to  be  victimised  or  not !" 

''  Cruel  despot!  I  could  murder  thee!" 

"  What  for  I  How  do  you  know  that  you  have 
not  been  frightened  by  a  false  report  ?  Such  things 
often  happen ;  and  for  my  part  I  do  not  believe  that 
Vitalianus  has  such  bad  taste  as  to  fall  in  love  with  a 
green-eyed,  flaxen-haired  barbarian,  after  all." 

Piso  fired  up  immediately.  ''  Blasphemy  !"  cried 
he  ;  and  what  might  have  been  the  consequences  of 
this  insult  offered  to  the  idol  of  his  heart  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  had  not  Balbus  Bleesus  just  at  the  very 
moment  come  running  into  the  musculus,  and  ex- 
claimed in  a  loud  voice,  ^*  Urrh,  urrh,  urrh,  urrh, 
nrrh,  urrh,  ugh  !•' — 

This  intelligible  address  instantly  diverted  the 
young  man's  thoughts  from  his  love  affair,  for  he  saw 
that  business  must  be  done.  ''  Dolt !  what  are  you 
talking  about?"  asked  he  of  the  advocate,  forthwith. 

*'  Urrh,  urrh, — ^be  upon  your  guard  ! — take  care  of 
yourselves,  —  urrh,  urrh,  ugh  ! — we  are  going  to  be 
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shot, — urrb,  urrh, — we  shall  hare  our  teeth  knocked 
out;' 

''  Explain  yonrself/'  said  Piso.  '<  What  baje  jm 
seen?" 

"  Urrh,  nrrhy  nrrh,  —  I  have  been  upon  tiie  look 
out,  —  nrrh, — and  the  enemy  is  upon  the  moTe,  — 
urrh,  urrh, — the  engines  on  the  wall  are  snrronnded 
with  men, — urrii, — the  tyrant  makes  signs  with  his 
hand,  and  his  wife  daoces  like  a  maniac, — ugh !" 

''  Is  that  all?*'  said  Piso,  lightly;  ''  well;  I  do 
not  think  we  need  make  ourselves  uneasy,  notwitk- 
standing.  Our  defeaoes  are  good;  saffieient,  I  should 
hope,  to  reaist  the  strongest  miswles  which  are  likely 
to  be  discharged  against  us." 

Gracilis  Fnrcifer  did  not  seem  so  coaif<fftable. 
''  I  do  not  know/'  said  he ;  ''  appearanoes  may  be 
treacherous ;  Vitalianus  is  wdl  known  to  be  pnidest 
and  sagacious*  Why  has  he  refrained  firom  attacking 
us  so  long  ?  There  must  be  something  behind  the  cur* 
tain  which  we  are  unable  to  discern.  He  would  not 
have  held  off  at  first,  unless  he  had  been  conscioos 
of  his  power  to  annoy  us  in  a  mcwe  efeetaal  manner 
afterwards." 

^*  Possibly  it  may  be  so,"  replied  Piso.  **  Hov- 
ever,  we  have  nothing  for  it  now,  but  to  saake  the 
best  preparations  which  drcumstanees  will  admit  of. 
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fat  oar  defence.  Are  the  carpenters  and  workers-in- 
iron  in  readiness  ?"  added  he ;  ^'  their  services  may 
be  required  to  repair  any  damages  sustained  by  the 
mnscnli  during  the  attack/' 

**  They  are  all  at  their  posts,"  answered  Furcifer, 
*'  and  ready  to  act.  Six  of  them  are  stationed  in 
each  shed  throughout  the  line." 

''  It  is  well/'  said  Piso;  ^  and  now  for  the  le- 
giofraries;  let  them  shelter  tbemseWes  behind  the 
musculi;  or  stay/'  continued  be^  **  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  let  them  with- 
draw into  the  interior,  till  the  discharge  of  the  mis- 
siles be  past ;  — ^  there  seems  little  danger  of  a  sally 
from  the  town  at  present/' 

'*  Let  the  guards  enter  the  sheds,"  cried  Gracilis 
Furcifer,  repeating  the  words  of  his  commander. — 
**  A  sentry  or  two  may  be  permitted  to  remain/' 

These  orders  were  obeyed.  The  legionaries  all 
took  sheltar  within  the  musculi,  with  the  exception 
of  a  couple  of  sentinels  reserved  for  each. 

''  Now/'  said  Piso,  ''  I  think  we  are  pretty  safe/' 
Then  looking  up  at  the  roof,  and  tapping  it  with  the 
point  of  his  sword,  **  they  most  be  strong  darts  and 
heavy  stones  to  break  through  this/'  said  he  *'  these 
beams  and  rafters  ase  the  nu>st  substantial  I  ever  saw 
used  in  a  building  of  the  s(Hrt  before/' 
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.  "And  the  staDchions  are  proportionably  tfiick/' 
said  Gracilis  Farcifer. 

'*  Nevertheless,  I  do  not  feel  quite  certain  of 
their  resisting  the  shock;  strange  tales  are  afloat 
about  the  ingenuity  of  the  Prsfect's  artificers,  and 
the  pains  which  hare  been  taken  in  fortifying  the 
camp." 

"  Would  that  ve  could  get  into  it !''  exclaimed  the 
young  man.  ^'  How  do  we  know  what  deeda  of  hor- 
ror may  be  perpetrated  within  ?  Oh,  sweet  Thus- 
neidai  what  may  be  thy  lot!" 

''  In  the  name  of  the  gods,'*  cried  the  iEdile,  *'  do 
not  let  us  have  any  more  of  that  nonsense  till  after 
the  catapults  have  been  discharged/' 

*'  Sweet,  sweet,  sweet  innocent  !*'  ejaculated  Piso, 
with  a  sob. 

''Jove  have  mercy  on  us!  we  are  lost!**  groaned 
Gracilis  Furcifer,  turning  up  his  eyes. 

*'  Oh,  idol  of  my  heart !"  murmured  the  enraptared 
swain. 

At  that  instant,  Balbus  Blsesus,  who,  prompted  by 
curiosity,  had  again  been  outside  the  shed,  returned 
suddenly,  and  exclaimed,  **  urrh,  nrrh,  urrb  !"  with 
more  vehemence  than  ever. 

'*  What  does  the  blockhead  mean? — Speak, 
dotard,  or  1*11  daughter  you  !**  cried  Graeilis  Fur- 
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cifor,  drivea  to. the  very  verge  of  nadaess  bj  the  ab^ 
surdity  of  his  two  colleagues* 

**  Urrb»  urrb»  orrh,  urrb/'  replied  the  stammerer, 
"we  are  lost! — unrh^  urrh^ — undone  for  ever, — 
ugh!" 

''Idiot!"  exclaimed  the  ^dile,  '' speak  qniokly  ! 
what  do  yon  mean  V* 

**  Urrh,  nrrh,  urrh, — LauxeDtia  Ognlnia  is  dancing 
on  the  walls  like  one  frantic, — agh  V* 

**  Grant  me  patience !''  cried  Gracilis  FaieUer.' 
"  Is  every  body  mad  V 

''Urrh,  nrrh/'  continaed  Balbos  BIsmus,  '^  I  could 
hear  the  creaking  of  the  catapults,  —  they  are  going 
to  be  discharged, — ugh  !'^ 

''  Piso !  Piso  !"  cried  the  jEdile ;  "  do  you  hear 
what  he  says  ?  The  enemy's  catapults  are  going  to 
be  discharged^  What  shall  we  do?  What  more 
can  you  suggest  for  our  defence  1** 

**  Sweet  girl !  interesting  maid !  most  adorable  of 
your  sex !"  muttered  Piso,  between  his  teeth,  in  a 
lai^uishiDg  strain* 

"Oh  miserable  me!"  groaned  Gracilis Furcifer; 
''my  commanding  officer  is  distraught,  and  every 
thing  is  at  an  end." 

Just  as  he  spoke  these  words^  a  loud,  mshiag 
sound  was  heard  in  the  air,  like  that  which  aoeompa- 

VOL.  III.  H 
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Dies  a  hurricane,  or  perhaps  an  earthquake.  Thea 
came  a  shock  of  the  most  appalling  violence  against 
the  roof  of  the  muscalas.  The  whole  straotare 
creaked,  cracked,  vibrated,  and  seemed  oo  the 
point  of  breaking  down.  Yet  snch  was  its  strength, 
that  only  a  small  portion  of  it  gave  way.  Two  of  the 
rafters  were  loosened  from  the  roof,  and  the  stan- 
chioDS  which  supported  them  dislodged. 

Piso  was  roused  from  his  love-fit  in  a  moment. 
'.'  Stand  firm  V*  cried  he  to  the  soldiers  and  artificers 
who  were  about  to  rush  out  of  the  shed, ''  stand  firm ! 
let  no  man  inove !  and  we  are  safe."  Then  tnrniiig 
to  the  carpenters  and  iron-workers,  **  Coorage  V  said 
he,  **  be  quick !  nail  up  the  rafters !  repair  the  mis- 
chief in  the  best  way  you  can !" 

His  orders  were  obeyed  immediately,  and  for  soaie 
time  nothing  was  heard  but  the  chittering  of  hammen, 
the  splintering  of  wood,  the  rasping  of  iron,  and 
other  mechanical  sounds. 

'^  It  was  a  formidable  shot,  that,"  whispered  6n- 
cilis  Furcifer ;  '*  the  weapons  must  be  immense ;  bat 
I  expected  as  much ;  the  Prsefect  is  a  sly  dog,  and 
knows  what  he  is  about  as  well  as  anybody.  Doabt- 
less,  he  thbks  to  do  more  execution  by  crnahing  v 
under  the  roofs  of  our  own  musculi,  than  by  shooliiig 
us  in  the  open  air." 
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''  Let  some  one  go  forth/'  said  Piso,  *'  and  ascer- 
tain whether  any  of  the  other  sheds  have  suffered 
from  the  discharge,  as  well  as  our  own.'' 

The  ^dile  addressed  himself  'to  the  advocate. 
'^BalbuSy"  said  he,  in  an  insinuating  tone,  ''you  are  a 
brave  man,  and  an  inquisitive.  Go  forth  again,  I 
beseeoh  you,  and  bring  us  the  intelligence  re- 
quired." 

**  Urrh,  urrh,"  replied  the  stutterer,  ''  it  is  a  rea- 
flonable  request, — urrh, — to  make  just  now, — urrb^ 
nrrh, — just  at  the  very  moment  when  we  may  expect 
another  shot  from  the  catapults, — ugh  !" 

^'What  difference  does  that  make?"  said  the 
.£dile.  ''  You  can  die  but  once,  at  any  rate.  Be^ 
sides^  Balbns,"  added  he,  "you  may  depend  upon  it 
you  are  in  quite  as  much  danger  here  as  anywhere 
else ; — we  shall  be  ail  crushed  presently." 

This  suggestion  had  the  desired  effect.  ''Urrh, 
urrh, — ^there  is  something  in  that,"  said  the  advocate, 
— "  urrh,r— I  shall  see  the  darts  coming  when  I  am 
out^  and  shall  be  able  to  run  away, — ugh !"  So  say^ 
iagf  he  was  off. 

'*  Let  the  pioneers  go  on  digging  the  trench,"  cried 
Piso,  in  an  authoritative  voice :  ''  oh,  sweet  Thus* 
nelda,  shall  I  never  see  thee  more  ?"  added  he^  with 
a  doleful  whine. 
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''II  shall  be  done,''  said  Furcifer;  <<tlie  tieiidi 
shall  be  dag.  But  for  mercy's  sake*  do  not  whimpar 
about  the  girl  in  the  camp ; — she  is  nothing  bot  a 
barbarian,  after  all/' 

Here  there  was  another  rushing,  roaring  sound  ia 
the  air>  as  before ;  another  crash  against  the  roof  of 
the  musculus,  and  another  fracture  of  the  timber- 
work.  This  time,  however,  the  mischief  done  wan 
more  considerable  ;  an  opening  of  some  extent  was 
formed  in  the  roof,  througli  which  descended  one  of 
those  immense  darts  which  have  already  heetk  do* 
scribed,  killing  several  of  the  workmen  in  its  fall* 
and  penetrating  into  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  aooie 
feet,  ere  its  progress  was  checked. 

''The  gods  have  mercy  on  us!"  cried  GoMiUs 
Furcifer,  in  a  tone  of  awe. 

"  Stand  firm  I — make  haste ! — Block  up  the  ^ler- 
ture!"  exclaimed  Piso,  with  redoubled  energy* — 
''Bring  those  spare  planks  and  rafters; — up  with 
them  to  the  roof! — put  props  under  them.  Tbere, 
there ! — ^make  them  fast, — secure  them  in  the  best 
way  you  can.''  The  men  hastened  to  obey  his  orders ; 
but  scarcely  had  they  commenced,  when  a  third  ahock 
was  felt,  even  more  terrible  than  the  preoediog. 
I>own  came  the  materials  which  the;  had  employed ; 
down  came,  also,  a  farther  portion  of  .the  leof  itself. 
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Hie  sCreDjg^b  of  the  stractiire  was,  evidently,  insuffi- 
cieol  to  resist  the  immense  weight  of  the  missiles 
cast  against  it. 

At  this  instant,  Balbas  Blsesos  came  mshing  into 
the  place.  '*  Urrb>  nrrh/*  cried  he»  as  nsnal ;  (and  I 
fear  the  repetition  of  these  barbarons  exclamations 
may  not  be  reckoned  in  the  purest  taste ;)  *'  nrrh| 
nrrbi — ^they  are  half  of  them  down  already , — the  rest 
will  follow  presently, — ^nothing  can  withstand  those 
great  huge  oaken  beams,  headed  with  iron,  and  dis- 
charged by  a  catapult  as  big  as  a  house/' 

^'  So,  indeed,  I  fear/'  muttered  Piso ;  and  as  he 
made  the  acknowledgment,  a  fourth  volley  of  the 
darts  came  down,  with  a  fary  which  seemed  to 
threaten  the  complete  demolishment  of  every  thing 
beneath. 

Beluctanlly  was  he  now  obliged  to  g^ve  orders  for 
a  retreat.  *'  We  must  forsake  the  musculi,"  said  he 
to  Gracilis  Furcifer. 

''And  the  trenches,  too,"  added  the  iEdile. 

''  Alas,  I  fear  so,"  responded  Piso ;  ''  and  oh, 
Thnsnelda,  T  must  also  abandon  thee  to  thy  fate !" 

''The  enemy  will  issue  from  the  camp,  and  fill 
diem  up,"  said  the  second  in  command.  • 

"And  the  adorable  innocent  will  be  his  victim 
after  al V  added  the  commander-in-chief. 
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Such  of  the  troops  and  workmen  as  remained  alive 
were  now  ordered  to  quit  the  mnscalas ;  taking  care, 
however,  to  issue  forth  from  the  side  farthest  from  the 
campi  and  where  they  were  least  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  catapults.  Piso  and  the  .£dile  then  put 
themselves  at  their  head,  and  commenced  a  retreat, 
while  Balbus  Blasus  was  despatched  to  order  out  the 
occupants  of  the  other  sheds ;  a  task  for  which  he 
was  peculiarly  fitted,  both  by  his  adventurous  dis- 
position, and  the  impediment  in  his  speech,  which 
prevented  him  from  communicating  the  said  orders  id 
less  time  than  would  have  been  required  for  the  dis- 
charge of  another  volley  from  the  catapults. 

As  Piso  issued  forth  Trom  the  muscnius,  and  com* 
menced  his  retreat,  it  appears  that  his  person  was, 
for  the  first  time,  recognised  by  the  people  on  Ae 
ramparts.  Thnsnelda  knew  him  the  first  Uttering 
a  wild  cry,  and  tearing  out  her  tresses  by  the  foots» 
she  repeated  his  name  in  a  voice  of  agony,  too  tei^ 
rible  to  be  imagined  or  described.  Vitaliamis 
greeted  him  in  a  tone  no  less  vociferous,  bat  indi- 
cative of  triumph.  Lanrentia  Ognlnia  did  not  honosr 
him  with  a  word,  but  kept  dancing  on  the  walls,  as 
^ual. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


TSE   ENAMOURED   PAIR. 


Such  waa  the  disastroas  termination  of  the  first  at- 
tempt against  the  beleaguered  place.  The  progress 
of  the  siege  was,  of  course,  checked  for  a  time.  Ne* 
yertheless,  the  Consul  was  far  from  being  idle; 
neither  did  be  give  way  to  despondency,  nor  relin- 
quish the  hope  of  eventual  success.  Better  aware 
than  before  of  the  peculiar  advantages  possessed  by 
the  foe,  he  employed  his  artificers  in  the  construction 
of  machines  of  such  immense  strength,  as  even  to  be 
proof  against  the  Marseillian  darts.  These,  when 
finished,  were  drawn  by  oxen  towards  the  same  place 
occupied  before ;  that  being  still,  in  his  opinion,  the 
most  accessible  point  of  attack :  he  accompanied 
them  himself,  and  they  arrived  safely  before  the 
walls.  The  labours  were  then  commenced  imme- 
diately ;  which,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  were  di- 
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rected  to  the  excavation  of  a  ditch,  and  the  constrne- 
tion  of  an  agger,  or  vast  sloping  mound,  rising  like  a 
hill  from  the  plain,  till  it  reached  the  level  of  the 
battlements.  But  scarcely  had  the  pioneers  began 
the  work,  when  the  enemy  commenced  operatioas 
against  them  with  a  vigour  which  they  foand  it  diffi- 
cult to  evade*  The  catapnlts  threw  their  enomnns 
darts;  the  scorpions  rained  a  shower  of  smaller  ones, 
and  the  balistso  poured  down  stones  upon  them  in 
abundance.  The  uproar  was  distracting  and  tre- 
mendous. The  missiles,  as  they  thundered  09  the 
roofs  of  the  musculit  notwithstanding  the  immense 
strength  of  their  maleriab,  every  moment  teemed  to 
threaten  them  with  destroetiqn.  OccasioiiaUyi  in* 
deed,  a  plate  of  the  iron  with  whioh  th^  werefiKod, 
gave  way  beneath  the  shock ;  a  beam  or  a  ntar^ 
also,  was  not  unfrequently  didodged  from  its  phocy 
and  precipitated  upon  the  workmen.  Still,  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  artificers  soon  repaired  these  hsjaiiBs. 
With  their  implements  in  their  hands,  they  were  teon* 
sta&tly  00  the  alert,  moving  about  from  plaoe  to 
placoj  as  the  nrgeocy  of  the  occasion  required  ;  tmi 
though  often  strnck  down  while  thus  lahomng  at 
their  vocation,  grieyously  wounded,  or  even  kiUed 
upon  the  spot,  their  loss  was  soon  supplied  by  otheis, 
who  completed  whatsoever  they  had  b^gan. 
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Protected  by  these  substantial  strnctnres,  and  ani- 
mated by  the  piesenee  of  their  general,  the  pioneers 
laboured  with  unremitting  diligence,  and,  ere  long, 
raised  the  agger  to  a  considerable  height*     Then  it 
was  that  it  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  vast  square 
monnd,  perpendicular  on  the  three  sides  nearest  the 
tottf  but  forming  an  inclined  plane  from  front  to  back. 
This  slanting  surface  was  afterwards  beaten  down  with 
great  care»  rolled,  levelled,  and  even  paved,  till  it 
formed  a  solid  causeway,  resembling  the  road  up  a 
hill,  and  wide  enough  to  admit  the  passage  of  twenty 
men  abreast.    Already  did  the  soldiery  of  the  be* 
siegers  anticipate  their  march  up  to  its  summit,  whence 
they  expected,  by  an  easy  transition,  to  mount  upon 
the  walls  of  the  fortress. 

In  these  operations,  which  were  viewed  with  equal 
interest  by  both  parties,  a  good  many  days  were  con- 
sumed. The  inhabitants  of  the  camp  were  very  ge- 
nerally alarmed  at  the  progress  made  by  their  foes. 
Vitalianas  himself  was,  by  no  means,  exempt  from 
anxiety ;  and  the  distress  of  his  mind  was  further  in- 
creased by  the  consciousness  of  his  inability  to  avert 
the  dangers  by  which  he  so  plainly  saw  he  was 
beset. 

Piso,  on  the  other  hand,  was  in  a  state  still  more 
deplorable,  and  worthy  of  commiseration ;  his  mind 
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being  agitated  by  the  most  dreadful  fean  toaching 
the  fate  of  the  angelical  Thnsnelda^  whom  he  firmly 
believed  to  be  enduring  all  ^orts  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties on  his  account.  "She  knows  that  I  idoliie 
her/'  said  he  to  himself,  '^  and  she  will  not  be  aii- 
faithful  to  me ;  so  far  T  feel  satisfied.  Bat  tlus  very 
conviction  only  serves  to  augment  my  anxiety,  as  the 
enemy  will,  undoubtedly,  be  irritated  to  madaesa 
when  he  discovers  the  state  of  her  affections,  and  the 
firmness  of  her  resolves.'' 

Such  were  his  reflections,  and  such  also  was  the 
strain  in  which  he  not  unfrequently  unbosomed  him* 
self  to  Gracilis  Furcifcr,  whom  he  had  selected  for  a 
confidant,  in  default  of  a  friend  more  sympathising 
and  refined. 

One  morning,  after  having  passed  a  wretched 
restless  night,  he  rose  early,  and  rushed  out  of  his 
tent  in  a  state  bordering  upon  insanity.  Nevertheless, 
distracted  as  he  was,  he  did  not  fail  to  direct  his 
steps  towards  the  dwelling  of  .hb  temporary  friend. 

He  found  the  ^dile  fast  asleep,  and  was  astonish* 
ed  at  the  circumstance.  ''  Insensible  wretch !"  cried 
be  bitterly,  as  he  bent  over  his  couch,  ''  insensible 
wretch  !  is  it  possible  that  thou  canst  sleep  thus 
soundly,  whilst  the  amiable  Thusnelda  is  endoftng 
all  sorts  of  torments  at  the  distance  of  a  few  ha&dred 
yards  ? — Come^  come,  get  up  with  you !" 
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The  sleeper  gave  utteraoce  to  a  huge  snort,  started^ 
and  awoke.  **  Dogs !  cowards !  miscreants !"  cried 
be,  springing  up  in  bis  bed,  ^'  whitber  do  ye  fly  ? 
On!  on!  Follow  me  to  tbe  bre^cb?  Down  with 
the  catapults!  Up  with  tbe  scaling  ladders,  ap! 
up!  up!"— 

''  Silence!  madman!"  exclaimed  Piso,  in  a  stern 
yoice,  •'  you  are  in  your  bed." 

'•  Am  I?"  said  tbe  uEdile,  '*  oh  !  —but  why  did 
you  wake  me  so  untimeously  ?  —  I  was  in  the  enjoy«- 
ment  of  a  comfortable  nap/' 

"  I  doubt  it  not,"  answered  the  Patrician,  with  a 
deep  sigh.  ''You  are  a  happy  man,  —  far  happier 
than  myself.  Wretch  that  I  am  !  —  sleep  visits  not 
my  eyes." 

"  Poor  boy! — nhai  is  the  matter  with  you?  Come, 
come,  uoburtben  your  griefs :  I  will  listen  to  the  sad 
detail,  sleepy  as  I  am." 

'' Thusnelda,  heavenly  maid!"  —  commenced  tbe 
swain. 

The  ^dile  interrupted  him.  *^  Ay,  ay,"  said  be, 
''  I  thought  how  it  was.  The  old  story  again,  I  sup- 
pose,— nothing  else." 

"  She  is  enduring  the  most  cruel  torments  on  my 
account; — exclusively  on  my  account,  O  Fnrcifer, — 
think  of  that/' 
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''  Indaed/'  mid  the  other,  fttkkly ;  *'  boir  do  jim 
know?'' 

"  By  sympathy/*  replied  the  enainoored  yootb. 
"  Our  love  is  reeiprocal,-^oer  sefferiags  mast  be  the 
same." 

*'  Staff!"  exclaimed  his  stooy-hearted  friend. 

''  And  besides,  the  enemy  is  in  lo¥e  with  her  as 
veil  as  myself,— monster  that  he  is ! — oh !" 

*'  Aad  I  suppose  you  think  he  persecutes  her  oat 
of  jealousy,  or  somethiug  of  that  sort, — ehf* 

''  He  doth,  he  doth,— undoabtedty  he  doth !  He 
persecutes  her  most  horribly,  and  insists  upon  her 
becoming  his  wife  when  he  hath  repudiated  his  own, 
— the  reprobate !" 

"  Atrocious  cruelty !''  cried  the  iEdile,  sneeriagly 
'*  Still,  Piso>  this  is  no  more  than  suspicion  of  jour 
own ;  and  you  may  be  mistaken." 

"  Would  that  I  were  !"  ejaculated  the  ioamorate; 
''  but  how  shall  I  find  it  out?'* 

"  Have  you  never  thought  of  contriving  any  means 
of  communicating  with  her  in  the  camp?** 

'*  Papa  /—DO.   Wonld  such  a  thing  be  peasiUer 

"  Such  things  have  been  done  before  now :  I  have 
heard  of  them." 

'*  Blessings  on  yon  for  the  hint !  Oh  that  I  eoaid 
speak  to  her»  or  hear  the  melody  of  her  voioev  < 
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more  before  I  die ! — Oh  hap^riness,  happiness !— Oh 
bliss  antitterable!— Oh  joy  beyood  compare ! — oh  !** — 

**  Out  upon  yoa !"  roared  Gracilis  Foroifer^  in  a 
rage.  "  Yon  egregious  simpleton  !  Keep  sileiice^ 
pnppy»  or  lose  the  benefit  of  my  advice !" 

**  Horrid  threat !  I  am  dumb.  Only  enable  me 
to  hold  converse  with  that  paragon  of  bvelinesSy  and 
I  am  yoors,  body  and  soul  for  ever." 

''  RidicnloQs !"  answered  the  ^dile.  ''  What  do 
I  want  with  year  body  or  your  sonl  either? — But  after 
all/'  added  he,  '^  I  cannot  enable  you  to  converse 
with  yoar  beloved «  ^*  The  most  I  can  do  is  to  aflbrd 
you  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  her  by 
means  of  a  letter,  or  so." 

**  It  is  sufficient/'  replied  Piso.  **  Oh  !  what  hap- 
piness you  will  confer  upon  us  both,  by  thus  enabling 
us  to  confide  our  joys  and  our  sorrows  to  each  other 
through  the  medium  of  a  piece  of  papyrus." 

"  Well,"  said  Gracilis  Fnrcifer,  "  I  wUI  do  what 
I  can  for  you." 

**  Let  it  be  done  immediately,  then,"  said  Piso,  ''or 
I  shall  expire." 

'*  I  suppose  yon  are  in  haste,"  rejoined  the  other; 
"  all  lovers  are.  Sit  down,  therefore,  and  write 
your  letter  at  once.  I  will  get  myself  dressed  in  the 
meantime^  and  when  both  operations  are  completed, 
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we  will  see  what  farther  can  be  done.  Too  will 
find  writing  materials  on  the  small  table  just  behiod 
yoa,  in  the  corner  of  the  tent.'' 

Piso  accordingly  sat  down  at  the  table,  and  b^aa 
to  prepare  for  the  composition  of  his  epistle,  by  se- 
lecting an  immense  sheet  of  papyrus,  the  major  part 
of  which  he  intended  to  fill  np  with  a  declaration  of 
his  sentiments,  accompanied  by  the  tows,  oaths,  and 
protestations  nsoally  employed  on  occasions  of  the 
sort  When,  howeyer.  Gracilis  Forcifer  saw  what 
he  was  about,  he  intermpted  him  by  saying,  **  TUs 
will  never  do,  Piso :  yon  mast  not  expect  to  said 
your  sweetheart  a  letter  as  big  as  the  shield  of 
Achilles.  Stay,  stay ;  I  will  show  yon  how  to  go  to 
work.  Look  here ;  take  this  sheet  of  parchment, — 
it  is  the  finest  that  can  be  procored; — cot  it  into 
slips,  two  inches  wide,  and  nine  long  at  farthesL 
Here  b  ^farfex  for  yoor  use." 

*'  There,"  —  said  the  yonag  man  as  be  cot  op  the 
calfskin ;  *'  is  that  right  ?  is  that  done  to  yoor  mind  I 
There  are  three  little  slips,  two  inches  wide  and  nine 
long  at  farthest/' 

''  Yes/'  said  the  JSdile,  '<  those  will  do ;  and  now 
you.  may  pour  out  your  soul  upon  them  as  soon  as 
yoo  please." 

*'  Eho  r  exclaimed  his  friend.    «'  What !  do  too 
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expect  me  to  write  a  love-letter  two  inches  wide  and 
nine  long, — no  more, — to  the  object  of  my  tendefest 
affections,  from  whom  I  have  been  separated  for  the 
last  six  months? — oh  monstrous !" 

«'  There  is  no  help  for  it/'  said  the  .£dile,  as  he 
pulled  on  his  boots  ;  *'  the  space  is  limited,  but  you 
cannot  hope  for  more.  Nevertheless,  you  may  ex-* 
press  your  transports  in  as  cramped  a  hand  as  you 
choose." 

*'  Sad  alternative !"  said  the  youth ;  ''  she  will 
despise  me  for  my  bad  penmanship,  and  perhaps  not 
be  able  to  read  what  I  have  written,  after  all." 

'' Faith,  that  is  not  unlikely,"  rejoined  Furcifer; 
'*  for  now  you  remind  me  of  the  circumstance,  I  fear, 
as  Thusnelda  is  a  barbarian,  she  may  never  have 
been  taught  to  read,  in  which  case  our  labours  will 
be  lost.** 

Piso  made  no  reply  to  this  injurious  insinuation, 
partly  because  it  gave  him  offence,  and  partly  be- 
cause he  did  not  feel  confident  but  what  it  might  be 
true.  Without  speaking  a  word,  therefore,  he  bent 
over  the  desk,  and  began  to  indite  his  billet-doux  in 
a  small  niggling  hand,  upon  the  three  slips  of  parch- 
ment. Meanwhile,  Gracilis  Furcifer  kept  dressing 
himself,  and  during  the  performance  of  the  cere** 
mony,  occasionally  interrupting  the  epistolary  labours 
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of  his  friend,  by  an  iDteijeettonal  question  or  i 
as  for  example, ''  I  forgot  to  mention,  Pbo,  tint  pa 
mnst  not  write  on  both  sides  of  the  parchmeBt;  joa 
must  confine  yourself  to  one." 

"Worse  and  worse,''  exclaimed  Piso;  "that 
shackles  me  still  more ;  I  shall  have  no  room  to  ait 
any  thing." 

''  And,  Plso,"  added  the  iEdiie,  as  he  anaapd 
the  folds  of  his  tonic,  ''  yon  mnst  not  devote  the 
whole  space  to  yonr  lo?e  affair:  there  are  other  thidfi 
which  yon  most  write  aboot,  as  well/' 

'*  Incredible!"  cried  the  yoongman,  dashing dawa 
his  pen,  and  throwing  himself  back  in  his  chair, 
'*  what  woold  yon  have  ?  —  what  can  you  possibly 
expect  me  to  say  to  my  beloved,  except  that  I  adore 
and  worship  her  beyond  all  things  breathing  ! — ^what 
else  should  I  say  ?" 

'<  What  else  ?"  repeated  Gracilis  Fureifer,  ""  I 
win  tell  yon.  You  most  throw  in  a  qneation  or  tM 
aboot  the  state  of  the  garrison,  and  induce  yonr  Mr 
one  to  give  you  some  information  which  may  be  of 
use  to  us,  when  she  replies  to  year  note." 

**  Scandalous  !"  exclaimed  the  youtfi  indignantly. 
''  Why,  that  would  be  asking  her  to  play  the  tnator, 
and  the  spy  to  boot, — wouldn't  it?" 
<'  How  so  ?"  asked  the  iEdile.    "*  U  she  wt  a 
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priaoaer  id  Ae  camp  herself?  and  will  she  betray  any 
ooofidence  by  revealtag  the  secrets  of  her  jailors  ? 
They  are  her  enemies  as  i^ell  as  oars ;  or  at  least  you 
haye  often  told  me  so  yourself." 

•*Tnie/'  answered  Piso,  "  I  have;  and  I  tmst  I 
amy  not  be  mistaken.  It  is  impossible  to  beHeve, 
indeed,  that  so  heavenly  a  maid  can  be  the  voluntary 
guest  of  Vitalianas  or  bis  wife.  They  mnst  have 
forced  her  to  take  up  her  abode  with  them,  whether 
she  would  or  no*  That  is  plain  enough,— <]uite  clear 
and  positive^ — ^undeDiable,  I  am  sure ; — there  cannot 
he  a  doubt  of  it,---*you  may  rest  satisfied  that  it  is  the 


*'  Well,  well,"  said  Furcifer,  «  that  will  do ;  —  so 
many  assertions  are  not  necessary  to  make  me  be- 
lieve the  thing  as  firmly  as  you  do  yourself.  Let  it 
pass,  and  write  as  I  desire." 

'^Umph!"  said  Piso,  somewhat  gloomily,  as  he 
resumed  hb  pen.  He  then  went  on  writing  in  pro- 
foaad  silence,  and  without  interraption  for  a  few 
ninates.  At  last,  however.  Gracilis  Furcifer  finished 
his  dress,  and  thereupon  spake  inquiringly,  as 
thus; 

*'  Well,  PisQ,  have  you  done?  Is  your  heart  dis- 
burthened,  and  your  letter  ready, — eh  ?" 

**  Ah !"  qaculated  the  Patrician,  with  a  deep  sigh. 
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almost  amounting  to  a  groan:  "  snch  as  it  is^  Aere  it 
is;  the  work  is  consummated  at  last/' 

**  And  have  yon  asked  the  questions  I  desired?" 

**  I  have  thrown  in  a  hint  or  two  as  dexterously  as 
I  could ;  I  feared  offending  her  by  doing  more.  Bnt 
the  epistle  is  at  yonr  service.  Read  it,  O  Fuicifer  I 
if  you  will." 

''  Or  rather,  Piso,  do  you  read  it  yourself;  I  wiH 
lend  you  my  ears/' 

*'  Willingly/'  replied  Piso ;  and  he  began. 

tt  i  r£Q  Thusnelda.  It  is  long  since  we  met ;  we  are 
still  separated:  there  are  many  obstacles  between 
us ;  nevertheless,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  thee»  my 
beloved.'" 

''That  is  a  good  beginning/'  said  the  .£dile;  "it 
is  pithy  and  concise." 

'*  I  had  little  room  to  spare,"  said  the  young  man ; 
and  he  went  on  as  follows : 

** '  Why  should  I  conceal  the  feelings  of  my  heart) 
Deem  not  that  they  are  dishonourable ;  they  shall  be 
disclosed.  Thusnelda,  my  affection  for  thee  is  in* 
tense :  I  have  long  wished  td  make  thee  my  wife.' " 

**  Ettge!^  exclaimed  the  ^Idiie;  *'  that  is  coming 
to  the  point  at  any  rate.  But,  my  friend,  do  not  be 
too  precipitate ;  you  may  repent^ 

*'  Do  not  interrupt  me,  if  yon  please,"  siud  the 
suitor,  somewhat  snappishly,  and  continued — 
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** '  Thy  dowry  is  of  no  consequence/  *' 

**  Incredible  !*'  cried  Gracilis  Fnrcifer^  nnmindfnl 
of  the  rebuke  which  he  had  just  received.  **  Mon- 
strous infatuation !  Her  dowry  of  no  consequence  ! 
Oh  Piso,  what  art  thou  about  V* 

*' '  Thy  dowry  is  of  no  consequence/  "  repeated  the 
enamoured  swain,  in  a  loud  voice,  '' '  thou  art  a  trea- 
sure in  thyself/  " 

*'Piso  !  Piso ! — my  dear  friend, — ^my  dear  young 
friend  !  recollect  yourself !  are  you  mad  ?"  cried  the 
iEdile  in  an  agony. 

'* '  Thou  art  a  treasure  in  thyself ;  I  demand 
nothing  else/'  said  Piso,  reading  from  his  manu->- 
script. 

''Was  there  ever  heard  any  thing  like  it  ?"  screamed 
Gracilis  Furcifer.  ''  What  noble  Roman  ever 
thought  of  asking  a  lady's  hand  in  marriage  without 
stipulating  for  a  good  dowry  first  ?  Oh  Piso»  you  are 
d^enerate;  you  are  acting  like  ai^  alien  to  your 
rwe." 

Piso  went  on  immediately. 

'* '  For  making  thee  this  offer,  as  thou  art  a  barba- 
rian, I  may  be  censured  by  my  friends.' " 

•'You  will,  Piso,  you  will.  I  can  answer  for 
that,"  said  the  listener. 

'"Mummius,  my  uncle,  may  disinherit  me;  it 
irketh  me  not.' " 
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**  Rash  boy  \  foolish  yoath !     Betniet  your  words, 
or  yoa  will  repent  for  life." 

'' '  I  will  sacrifice  all  for  thee,  most  adorable  of  Ay 
sex/" 

''Shame!  shame!"  cried  the  JSdfle.  ''Where 
did  yoa  learn  sach  an  outlandish  phrase  as  that? 
What  tme-bonr  Roman  would  think  of  hombling 
himself  thus  before  a  woman, — a  base,  yile,  paltry 
animal  without  a  beard  ?  Most  adorable  of  her  sex, 
truly!  Oh,  yes,  they  are  a  most  adorable  set;  the 
gods  defend  me  from  them  all  !*' 

" '  Beware  of  the  base  tyrant,  Vitalianus,'  **  con- 
tinued Piso,  ''  'and  tell  me  what  thou  canst  concem- 
inghim  when  thou  writest  in  reply  to  this."' 

''That  is  well  put  in,  at  any  rate,''  muttered 
Furcifer. 

'' '  Hath  he  attempted  aught  yet  against  thy  chas- 
tity, my  beloved  V  " 

**  What  does  that  signify  ?"  interrupted  the  hearer. 

" '  Or  contrived  any  new  means  of  baffling  our 
designs  against  the  camp  V  "  added  the  reader. 

"  Very  well ;  very  adroit,  that ;  upon  my  honour, 
Piso,  you  improve." 

"  That  is  pretty  nearly  all,"  said  Piso,  laying  down 
his  manuscript,  "  I  have  only  added  a  few  flourishes 
about  my  unalterable  attachment,  and  ooneluded  with 
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the  customary  '  farewell/  which  I  squeezed  inta  one 
corner  of  the  third  slip.  There  was  no  room  for  any 
thing  else." 

''  Well/'  said  the  ^dile,  *^  I  suppose  that  must  do. 
If  yon  are  resoUed  to  do  a  foolish  thing,  there  is  no 
help  for  it,  and  the  letter  must  be  despatched." 

"  Ay/'  said  Piso,  ''  but  how  do  you  mean  to 
accomplish  that  ?" 

''  You  shall  see,"  rejoined  the  other,  with  a  nod ; 
and  calling  to  one  of  his  slaves,  ''  bring  me  my  best 
quiver  of  arrows/'  said  he ;  "  those  which  have  the 
thickest  feathers  at  the  head/' 

The  quiver  was  brought.  Then  opening  it,  he 
selected  an  arrow  with  a  long,  thin  shaft,  a  large 
plume,  and  a  blunt  point.  "This  will  do,"  said  he, 
'*  it  is  the  best  adapted  to  the  purpose ;  now  for  a 
knife,  and  some  glue ;  I  shall  want  them  both  pre- 
sently." 

"Curious  preliminaries!"  observed  Piso.  ''To 
what  do  they  tend?" 

"  Have  patience ;  you  will  see ;"  answered  his 
acute  confidant. 

The  articles  he  had  called  for  being  now  brought, 
he  proceeded  to  strip  off  all  the  feathers  from  the 
shaft,  and  lay  them  aside ;  then  taking  the  three  slips 
of  parchment,  he  wound  them  carefully  round  the 
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same  part  of  the  arrow  from  whicb  the  feathers  bad 
been  removed,  with  the  written  ride  next  the  wood, 
and  the  blank  one  uppermost ;  after  which  he  replaced 
the  plume,  glueing  it  on  with  great  niceness  and  regu- 
larity, in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  nearly  the  same 
appearance  which  it  had  before  it  was  takeb  off. 

"  There/'  said  he  to  Piso,  showing  him  the  arrow 
in  the  light,  ^*  is  not  that  neatly  done  ?  Who  woald 
suppose  there  was  a  love-letter  nndemeath  the  plame. 
Does  it  not  look  just  like  an  ordinary  dart,  and 
nothing  else?  —  a  little  thicker,  or  so,  about  the 
feathered  end,  but  nothing  worth  speaking  of.  It  is  a 
good  job,  Piso,  and  I  am  proud  of  it." 

**  And  well  you  may,"  rejoined  the  young  man ; 
''  it  is  an  ingenious  scheme,  and  skilfully  executed." 

''  We  can  scarcely  call  it  executed  as  yet,"  said 
the  ^dile ;  **  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  business 
yet  remains  to.  come." 

"  I  can  guess  what  it  is,"  replied  the  youth ;  *'iet 
us  go  forth,  therefore,  and  complete  it  at  onoe.  The 
present  b  of  all  others  the  very  best  time  for  it" 

''  Why  so?"  asked  Gracilis  Furcifer. 

''  Because,"  replied  the  lover,  **  I  have  often 
remarked  that  Thusnelda  comes  out  for  a  walk  vpou 
the  battlements  just  before  the  dawn;  to  refresh  hm- 
self,  I  conjecture;  after  a  night  which  has 
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dered  sleepless  and  miserable  by  her  anxiety  about 
me,^ — or  something  of  that  sort." 

"  Very  probably/'  answered  Furcifer,  *'  and  it  is 
lucky  yon  have  noticed  the  circamstanee." 

'^  How  should  I  have  failed  to  notice  it,"  said  Piso, 
''  when  it  has  been  my  constant  practice  ever  since 
we.invested  the  place,  to  go  oat  every  morning  before 
day-breaky  and  prowl  about  moodily  under  the  walls. 
looking  up  at  them  every  now  and  then,  in  hopes  of 
being  rewarded  for  my  pains  by  a  remote  glimpse  of 
my  beloved.  And  such,  O  Furcifer,  hath  ever  been 
the  custom  of  the  enamoured." 

I'The  more  fools  they,"  said  the  iEdile,  coarsely ; 
'«  but  come,  come ;  let  us  waste  no  more  time,  but  be 
off*  I  am  almost  as  anxious  to  communicate  with 
the  damsel  as  you  are  yourself." 

Which  said,  he  took  Piso  by  the  arm,  and  they 
issued  from  the  tent.  It  was  a  damp,  grey,  gloomy 
morning,  as  yet  scarcely  light.  Every  thing  was 
julent  and  serene.  No  signs  of  life  were  visible 
among  the  tents  of  the  besiegers,  with  the  exception 
of  a  solitary  sentinel,  stationed  here  and  there, 
motionless  at  his  post,  or  walking  his  rounds  with  a 
measured  step  in  profound  silence.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  fortress,  things  seemed  equally  quiet ; 
the  walls  looked  deserted,  and  the  turrets  were  appa- 
rently unoccupied. 
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''We  are  out  of  luck/'  said  Gracilis  FurcifiMr; 
''  there  are  no  signs  of  yoar  sweet  innocent  afler  alL'* 

"  Do  not  despair  too  soon/'  said  Piso;  ''we  may 
be  gratified  with  a  sight  of  her  jceleatial  coantenaafle 
in  a  few  minates/' 

Then  putting  himself  into  an  attitade,  and  lookiag 
upwards  at  the  walls,  ''  How  often/'  cried  he  in  a 
plaintive  Toice,  *'  have  I  thus  stood  waiting  for  mj 
beloved  before;  alas!  not  unfreqaently  watting  for 
her  in  vain  !  Yet  why  say  I  in  yain  1  Is  it  not 
sufficiently  gratifying  to  behold  the  walls  themaekes 
which  conceal  her  from  my  sight?  Every  atooe^ 
every  loophole,  every  buttress,  is  inestimably  predoos 
in  my  eyes/' 

Just  as  he  finbhed  this  ardent  speech,  ike  figmne 
of  a  female,  dressed  in  long  white  flowing  robes,  was 
seen  advancing  from  the  interior  towards  that  part  of 
the  battlements  beneath  which  Piso  and  tbe  .£dile 
stood.  The  former  immediately  began  shaking  and 
trembling  all  over  from  head  to  foot,  and  exolaiined, 

''Oh,  Furcifer,  here  she  comes,  —  my  heart  teUs 
me  it  is  she!*' 

''  It  must  certainly  rather  be  your  heart  than  yov 
eyes,"  replied  the  iBdile;  *'  for  I  defy  yoa  to  bmIm 
out  who  or  what  she  is  at  this  diatanoe  with  tb»iatl8r» 
at  any  rate/' 
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**  Insensale !''  eried  the  lover ;  **  know  that  I  could 
distiD^ish  her  a  thousand  miles  off,  and  though  a 
stone  wall  intenrened  between  us.  Beawtifol  crea- 
tmm ! — how  seductire  an  her  looks !" 

''  I  may  be  etnpid/'  said  Forcifer,  ^  but  I  cannot 

"  There  is  her  long,  fair,  flaxen  hair,  flowing  adown 
her  baek  !"  exdaimed  the  youth,  raptarausly ;  '*  add 
her  melting  eyes,  as  green  as  grass,"  added  he,  in  a 
toae  of  eothosiasBi. 

Tbe  flgme  had  now  reached  that  point  of  the  ran- 
paitSy  over  agaivst  tbe  two  friends;  wliere  it  be- 
came stationary,  and  seemed  as  if  in  the  act  of 
stooping  down  towards  them.  Such,  boweTer,  was 
tbB  elevation  at  whieh  it  stood,  diat  Gracilis  Pai^ 
cifer  in  vain  strained  his  eyes  to  make  out  its  Unea- 
mflota.  Nothing  cooU  he  distinguish  but  the  ample 
wUte  drapery  wbieb  floated  around  it  in  tiio  air. 

''She  is  looking  down  towavds  us,''  eried  Piso, 
roHing  his  eyes,  and  clasping  his  hands ;  ''  Slie  knows 
me,.!  am  sure." 

''  Those  green  eyes  of  hers  nvast  be  uaeonunoDly 
aMto^  tben,"  repGed  his  conikhMit 

^^  They  nre/'  said  tbe  yoath,  mgnrly, ''  «bey  am, 
I  was  told  so  longngo;— ^  ie  the  chiief  advantage  of 
thnm.'' 

VOL.   III.  I 
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''  Bat  are  yoa  certain  it  is  Thasnelda,  after  all, 
and  nobody  else?" 

''  Could  my  heart  tell  me  false  ?"  asked  the  lover. 
**  And,  besides,  is  it  not  evident  that  she  has  come  forth 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  somebody,  and  what 
other  female  in  the  fortress  is  likely  to  have  a  lover 
amongst  the  besieging  troops  V^ 

"  Well,  then»  if  that  is  the  case/'  said  the  j£dile, 
'*  I  cannot  do  better  than  shoot  off  my  arrow  at  once." 
Saying  which,  he  drew  forth  his  implements,  and  put 
himself  in  the  attitude  of  an  archer  going  to  shoot, 
taking  aim  directly  at  the  young  lady  on  the  walls 
herself. 

'^  Hold  !"  cried  Piso,  in  a  loud  voice :  "  hold,  on 
your  life  !  or  you  will  shoot  her  through  the 
heart." 

''  Never  fear,  my  man,"  replied  GraciUs  Furcifer, 
quite  calmly, ''  the  arrow  has  a  blunt  point ;  it  is  de- 
signed for  killing  birds,  without  lacerating  the  flesh ; 
you  need  not  fear,  therefore,  that  it  will  do  more  than 
give  her  a  slight  bruise,  or  perhaps  stun  her  for  a 
few  minutes,  if  it  hits  her  on  the  head." 

'^  Monster !"— exclaimed  the  youth.  Scarcely  was 
the  word  out  of  his  month,  when  Gracilis  Furdfer 
let  fly, — ^there  was  a  whistling  sound  in  the  air,  and 
the  arrow  charged  with  the  love  letter,  alighted  hann- 
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lessly  on  the  battlements,  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
mysterious  indiTidaal^  who  apparently  stood  waiting 
to  receive  it. 

"  There's  for  3W)u !"  cried  the  archer.  "  I  have  not 
hit  her,  after  all." 

"  Praise  be  to  the  gods!"  exclaimed  his  compa- 
nion.    "  It  was  a  narrow  escape." 

The  figure  on  the  walls  was  now  seen  to  retreat  a 
few  steps ;  then  stoop  down»  and  pick  something  up. 
''  She  has  got  it/'  said  Piso ;  **  she  has  it  safe  in  her 
hand.  Now  may  the  gods  instruct  her  what  to  do 
with  it." 

**  That  isy  indeed^  a  point  of  some  consequence/' 
said  the  iEdile ;  **  for  it  may  not  be  very  easy  for  a 
female  to  discover  anything  different  in  it  from  other 
arrows  of  the  sort.  The  sex  are,  however,  sharp 
witted." 

*'  More  especially/'  added  Piso,  *'  when  they  are 
in  love." 

Some  little  time  having  now  elapsed  since  the  two 
friends  set  out  on  their  expedition,  the  morning  was 
beginning  to  get  lighter,  and  the  mists  to  be  dis- 
persed. The  figure  on  the  ramparts  became,  there 
fore,  more  visible  to  those  below.  Still,  Gracilis 
Forctfer  could  not  discover  any  signs  of  the  emerald 
eyes  and  flaxen  locks;  the  long,  white,  floating  dra- 
i2 
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pery  continBed  to  be  more  oonspfenons  than  tht 
nymph  hersrif.  NeTerthekss,  the  iooreanng  Kght 
enabled  him  to  discern  that  the  arrow  was  in  her 
hand,  and  that  die  freqaentl;  tnmed  it  aboot. 

Piso observed  the  same  thing.  "She  examines  it 
carefally/'  whispered  he. 

"  She  does/'  repHed  the  .£dile;  «« Ae  is  an  in^oi* 
sitive  wench." 

''  A  ehotoe  epithet,  that,  O  Forcifer,  to  apply  to 
my  beleiVed.    Bat  thou  knowest  not  what  she  is.*' 

''  Wo«)d  thai  I  did/'  answered  the  ether :  '<  wooM 
that  I  were  certain,  also,  that  I  beheld  her  at  this 
minute,  perehed  op  aloft  tiMre,  with  the  arrow  in  her 
hand.  Bat  I  greatly  fear  we  have  made  a  nnstahe, 
and  mined  ourselves,  beyond  all  hopes  of  redemption, 
by  commanicatiDg  onr  aecrets  to  somebody  else." 

"  Pcsptt! — ^what  strange  crotchet  is  this  ?"  eiied 
Piso.  ''  Whom  should  it  be  but  the  reid,  gennine, 
and  original  enslaver  of  my  heart,  with  the  gteen 
eyes  and  flexion  locks?  whidi  I  see  as  pbinly  at  this 
minute  as  I  ever  saw  them  before  in  my  lifa" 

''What,  if  it  should  be  Laurentia  Ognfana  in* 
stead  ?"  aaked  the  iBdife,  in  a  suppressed  voice* 

'«  Bidicnlons  !"  leplied  has  friend. 

Just  at  this  point efthaconvenathMi,  they  dhaerend 
that  the  person  en  the  walls,  having,  appnsnnll^ 
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finished  het  aorutiiiy,  began,  rerj  deliberately,  to 
strip  off  all  the  featheiv  from  the  end  of  the  shaft* 

''  She  has  found  it !''  shouted  Piso.  <<  Archimedes 
himadf  oould  not  have  soWed  the  problem  with  less 
diffioalty,  or  more  dispatch/' 

Having  removed  the  plame,  the  figure  was  now 
plainly  semi  in  the  act  of  unrolling  the  three  slips  of 
parchment,  one  by  one;  after  which  she  proceeded  to 
hold  them  up  before  her  eyes,  in  the  direction  of  the 
rising  sun. 

''  She  is  beginning  to  read/'  said  Piso ;  ''  look  how 
she  turns  towards  the  light ;  oh,  what  an  agitating 
crisis  for  me !" 

''  Ay,  and  for  me  too,"  said  Furcifer  $  ''  for  if  it  be 
Laurentia  Ogulnta,  as  I  suspect,  she  will  infallibly 
order  the  catapults  to  be  discharged  against  us,  and 
we  shall  not  have  time  to  escape  the  shot'' 

''  I  would  I  had  a  little  Cupid  here  at  this  instant," 
said  Piso,  musingly ;  '*  it  might  be  of  great  use  to 
mer-^t  might  lerve  to  render  the  sweet  girl  propi* 
tious  to  my  prayer.  But  I  am  less  provident  than 
my  uncle  Mummius ;— I  do  not  always  carry  a  god 
or  a  goddess  about  with  me,  when  I  go  from  home. 
I  suppose,  O  Furcifer,  you  have  not  one  at  hand  !" 

''Pish!"  replied  the  iEdile.  ''What  are  gods 
and  goddesses  to  me  ?     I  am  trembling  for  my  life.' 
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''  She  still  keeps  reading  my  address,"  said  Piso, 
looking  upwards  at  the  nympb,  **  and  I  begin  to 
entertain  hopes  that  she  rather  likes  it  than  other- 
wise,  for  had  it  been  displeasing  to  her,  she  would, 
doubtless,  have  torn  it  to  pieces,  and  scattered  it  to 
the  winds." 

''  Ay,  but  that  would  not  be  so  easy,"  rejoined  his 
friend, ''  for  you  must  recollect  that  this  precioos  love 
letter  of  yours  is  not  written  upon  papyrus,  hot  oo 
parchment,  which  is  a  tough  article,  and  difficult  to 
tear." 

^*  Pish  !"  replied  Piso,  in  his  turn. 

''  I  must  say,  however/'  continued  the  .£dile,  ''it 
does  puzzle  me  why  she  should  require  so  much  time 
for  the  perusal  of  a  dozen  lines,  and  I  do  not  think 
your  whole  epistle  could  have  contained  more." 

**  Not  so  much,"  answered  the  young  man.  ^*  There 
were  not  above  three  lines  and  a  half  in  each  slip.*' 

'^ Strange!"  exclaimed  Furcifer.  ''And  yet  she 
still  keeps  poring  over  them,  as  if  she  never  woald 
have  done." 

"  Why  strange  ?"  asked  Piso.  *'  The  fond  giil  is, 
very  evidently,  reading  them  over  and  over  again,  in 
in  order  to  impress  them  on  her  memory, — or  rather, 
I  may  say,  to  engrave  them  on  her  heart  Oh,  hap* 
piness,  happiness !  Oh,  bliss  beyond  compare !  I  am 
the  most  fortunate  of  men." 
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"Be  reasonable,  Piso,"  said  his  friend.  *'Pray 
collect  your  though  to,  for  I  have  a  question  to  pro- 
pound to  jou,  of  the  first  importance;  you  must  an- 
swer it  with  the  gravity  it  requires/' 

^^  What  is  it?  what  can  it  be?"  said  the  other. 
"  I  am  all  ear, — ^all  attention.  But  be  quick, — ask  it 
at  once, — ^for  my  thoughts  cannot  be  long  absent 
from  my  beloved  :  they  will  soon  revert  to  her 
again." 

"Well,  then,"  said  Gracilis  Furcifer,  "this  it  is: 
Do  you  solemnly  and  conscientiously  assert,  O  Piso, 
that  the  individual  now  stationed  on  the  ramparto, 
and,  seemingly  in  the  act  of  perusing  your  love-let- 
ter, is  the  same,  and  no  other  than  the  young  bar- 
barian known  by  the  name  of  Thusnelda,  sometime 
the  guest,  or  the  prisoner,  of  the  Prsefect  and  his 
wife.  On  your  veracity,  I  ask  you,  are  they  both  the 
same?" 

"  Oh,  monstrous  absurdity !"  cried  Piso,  in  a  loud 
voice.  "  Why,  have  I  not  told  you  a  dozen  times 
already,  that  they  are?  What  more  would  you 
have  r 

"  And  this  really  is  the  fact?"  said  the  other,  with 
as  much  solemnity  as  before. 

"  It  is,"  replied  the  Patrician ;  "  why  do  you  ask 
me  again  ?     I  have  identified  them;  it  is  enough.'* 

**  And  you  are  quite  certain  that  it  is  not  Lauren- 
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tia  Ognlnia  instead  ?"  said  tbe  .£dile,  with  the  most 
proTokiDg  pertiaacity. 

'*  BeUua-^-jon  great  beast !"  cried  Piao,  io  a  rage ; 
''  I  will  not  answer  you  agaia/' 

''  WeU,  theo/'  said  the  abused  man,  '<  I  hsre  it  at 
kst;  the  whole  thing  is  clear  to  me  enough.  He 
joang  lady  does  not  know  how  to  read ;  we  have  seat 
her  the  letter  to  no  purpose,  for  she  canaot  laake  it 
out." 

Piso  was  aghast;  struck  aH  of  a  heap,  and  dumb- 
founded. The  thing  was,  indeed,  but  too  probaUe : 
his  adorable  Thusnelda  was  a  dunce. 

''  Look !"  said  the  iBdile.  and  he  pointed  witb  his 
finger,  as  he  spoke»  ''  look  how  the  poor  oreatare  is 
puzzled  and  confused!  She  does  not  knowiriiat 
to  make  of  it.  Bee  how  she  turns  the  three  slips 
orer  in  her  hand,  and  examines  them  in  all,  sorts  of 
ways,  sometimes  oa  one  side,  and  sometimes  on  the 
other;  then  turns  them  topsy-turvy,  and  shuffles 
them  up." 

^*  This  is  too  bad,"  said  PisOi,  pettishly,  ''  you 
make  joke  of  her.  My  eyes  are  as  good  as  youis^ 
but  I  do  not  perceiYe  that  she  manoeoyres  as  yon 
say. 

''  Oh  yes,  bat  she  does,"  said  Gracilis  Furoifer, 
chuckling;  **  look  at  her  now  !     EugepoR !  if  she  is 
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not  aotnally  trying  to  read  yoar  beautifal  effasion 
•dgewaySy  instead  of  on  the  sarface  as  she  ought  P' 

"  RidiculoQs/'  cried  Piso,  **  yott  will  driye  me 
mad.'' 

''  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  thinks  Piso/'  continued 
the  ^dile»  ''  that  you  will"  not  be  troubled  with  a 
literary  wife ;  learning  is  intolerable  in  one's  spoase. 
Nevertheless,  I  do  not  think  it  was  necessary  for  her 
to  have  been  a  downright  ignoramna.  A  knowledge 
of  the  alphabet  is  not  in  these  days  so  uneommon  an 
accomplishment  as  to  inflate  a  woman  with  vanity, 
and  render  her  a  pest." 

Here  the  person  they  were  talking  about,  came 
forward  to  the  edge  of  the  ramparts,  stooped  down 
towards  them,  and  waved  a  handkerchief,  or  some- 
thing which  resembled  one,  in  the  air.  Piso  was  in 
transports  in  a  moment.  **  Look,"  cried  he,  ''  she 
gives  ns  a  sign ;  she  bath  read  the  love-letter  after 
all.  Now,  slanderer,  what  do  yon  say?"  Then 
throwing  himself  into  the  most  extravagant  attitudes, 
be  made  signs  in  reply ;  clasping  his  hands,  stretch- 
ing them  upwards,  and  shouting  out  with  the  whole 
force  of  his  lungs,  "  Beautiful  creature !  I  am  thine  1 
—  I  assure  thee  of  it, —  I  am  thine  for  ever  !"  Still 
the  mysterious  personage  on  the  walls  continued  to 
make  the  same  gestures  as  before. 
15 
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"  She  does  not  hear  me»*'  muttered  her  admirer ; 
*'  my  voice  is  not  loud  enough ;  oh,  what  shall  I 
do?"  and  making  another  effort,  he  screamed  out 
with  anprecedented  vehemence,  *'  I  am  here,  be- 
low! —  it  is  I,  Piso,  and  nobody  else,  —  halloo !" 
Then  putting  his  hand  behind  his  ear,  he  waited  for 
the  reply.  Presently  a  faint  voice  was  heard  to  come 
down  towards  him.  There  were  several  words  ut- 
tered; a  sentence  apparently  of  some  length,  the 
major  part  of  which  was  unintelligible ;  the  words 
'*  wait,"  and  "  return  soon,**  could  however  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rest. 

•*  It.is  enough,"  said  Piso,  rapturously.  *•  Sweet 
creature ! — I  understand  what  she  means;"  and  rais- 
ing his  voice  to  as  high  a  pitch  as  before,  he  vocife- 
rated in  the  same  strain,  **  I  hear  you,  —  halloo!—* 
I  comprehend  you,  —  I  will  wait  till  you  return,— 
at  the  peril  of  my  life,  —  halloo !"  Whereupon  the 
figure  again  flourished  her  ''muckinger,"  and  disap- 
peared. 

'*  And  now,  Piso,  let  us  be  off,"  said  Furcifer, 
taking  him  by  the  arm,  with  a  face  the  colour  of  a 
boiled  turnip. 

''Off,"  said  the  youth,  "what  do  you  meani 
Have  I  not  just  promised  to  renwin  where  I  am  till 
my  beloved  comes  back  ?" 
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"  That  will  be  long  enoagh/'  replied  the  iEdile,  id 
a  graff  voice.  "  Oh  yoa  simpleton !  What !  is  it 
possible  that  yon  have  not  detected  the  artifice,  you 
ninny?" 

"  Artifice,"  repeated  the  young  man,  '*  artifice ! — 
what  artifice  ?  Would  my  beloved  use  artifice  with 
me?'' 

*'  Your  beloved!"  echoed  Furcifer.  *'  Oh  Jupiter  ! 
You  are  a  greater  zany  than  I  thought." 

''  Rude  man,''  said  Piso^  **  again  I  ask  you,  what 
you  ta^an  ?  Reply  instantly,  or  I  will  stab  you 
to  the  heart" 

"  Yes,  yes,  I  mil  reply,"  said  the  iEdile,  "  and 
make  you  ashamed  of  yourself  for  being  such  a  dupe." 

^*  Speak,  miscreant !"  exclaimed  the  last  Roman 
nobleman  in  an  awful  tone. 

Gracilis  Furcifer  looked  knowing,  laid  his  hand 
upon  the  young  man's  shoulder,  and  whispered  him 
in  the  ear. 

''  I  have  detected  the  stratagem,"  said  he.  "  It 
was  Laurentia  Ogulnia  after  all,  though  she  per- 
sonated your  beloved.  I  saw  her  quite  plainly  as 
she  stooped  down  over  the  parapet.  The  abominable 
slut !     She  has  taken  you  in  famously." 

•*  Incredible  absurdity !"  exclaimed  Piso,  *'  will 
you  never  cease  harping  upon  that?  a  fallacy,  —  a 
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delaooD,  —  an  ignis  fat9m$,  which  I  hare  esplaiaed 
to  jon  over  and  oyer  again.  How  shall  I  diaabose 
joar  mind  of  the  strai^  notion  by  which  it  is  poi^ 
sessed  ?" 

''  It  is  no  fallacy,  or  delnaion  either,"  said  6n- 
oilis  Faroifer ;  '*  and  that  you  will  find  to  your  cost, 
when  the  lady  comes  back  attended  by  a  whole  tnb 
of  engineers,  and  orders  the  catapqlts  to  be  discharg- 
ed: the  treacherous  creature  has  induced  yoa  to 
remain  here  on  parpoee,  becanse  she  could  not  fire 
them  by  herself."  , 

"  Slanderous  wretch  !'*  ejaculated  the  other. 

''  I  am  your  true  friend,"  replied  the  £dile ; 
**  and  I  pardon  your  abuse,  well  knowing  as  I  d«, 
that  a  man  in  lo?e  is  little  better  than  a  maniac, 
whose  words  are  unworthy  of  a  thovght  Still  I 
will  not  stay  here  to  be  shot  at ;  so  go  with  me  in- 
stantly, or  I  abandon  yon  to  your  fate." 

"  Go,"  said  the  enamoured  swain ;  "  go,  Forcifer, 
at  once ;  you  will  not  moYo  me,  you  may  depend 
upon  it ;  here  I  am  fixed  till  my  bdoved  comes  back ; 
yea,  even  if  it  should  be  till  this  time  to-morrow." 

Such  was  his  resolve.  But  it  soon  proved  that  his 
patience  was  not  likely  to  be  so  severely  tried,  for 
scarcely  had  he  announced  his  determinatioa  to  re- 
main, when  the  same  figure  seen  before,  ^min  be- 
came visible  on  the  ramparts^  advancing  with  a  rapid 
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step  towards  the  place  .where  it  had  been  stationed 
dnriog  the  pernsal  of  the  love-letter.  It  was,  to  all 
appearance,  unaccompanied  by  any  one  else.  Piso 
ohseired  this  circomstance,  and  trinmphed. 

"  Lo !  Furcifer,''  cried  he,  **  she  comes  alone.  It 
is  Thusnelda,  or  I  am  a  dunce.'' 

Gracilis  Furcifer  had  at  the  first  sight  of  her  been 
half  inclined  to  run  off.  Nevertheless,  he  restrained 
himself,  stood  firm  in  his  place,  and  looked  up 
earnestly  at  the  new  comer. 

*'  Indeed,  Piso,*'  said  he,  **  it  does  seem  as  you 
say.  I  really  do  begin  to  think  that  it  is  Thusnelda 
after  all,  for  I  see  something  like  the  tail  of  a  white 
horse  floating  behind  her  in  the  wind." 

'*  It  is  her  own  hair,"  said  Piso,  eagerly ;  "  it  is 
the  hair  of  her  head, — ^nothing  else.  Oh  how  pretty 
it  is!— isn't  it r 

'^  And  the  light  is  now  so  much  stronger,"  said 
the  JSdile,  continuing  his  observations, ''  that  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  making  out  the  colour  of  her  eyes ; 
they  are  as  green  as  grass." 

**  I  told  you  so!"  cried  Piso,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph :  ''  I  told  yon  so  before." 

''  She  is  a  tall,  stout,  strapping  wench,  with  broad 
shoulders  and  hips/'  said  Gracilis  Furcifer,  looking 
upwards,  and  shading  his  eyes  with  his  hand. 

'*  A  Juno !  a  Juno  I"  ejaculated  his  friend. 
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*'  Strange  that  I  shootd  have  mistaken  her  for  that 
sweet,  dear,  delicate  little  sylph,  the  Prsefect's  wife, 
who  is  a  head  shorter  at  least/'  muttered  the  £diie. 
'*  Oh  interesting  Laurentia,  pardon  me  for  the  mis- 
take!" 

The  damsel  on  the  walls,  whose  identity  with  the 
young  barbarian  no  longer  admitted  of  a  doobt»  now 
stood  still,  leaning  over  the  parapet  as  she  had  done 
before,  and  making  the  same  signs  with  her  hand* 
kerchief.  This  she  did  apparently  to  attract  atten- 
tion,  and  Piso  perceiving  her  aim,  repeated  all 
his  former  antics,  ranting  aboat  like  a  madman, 
clasping  his  hands,  looking  upwards  imploringly,  and 
crying  out  in  a  loud  voice,  **  I  am  thine,  beautifQl 
nymph  ! — halloo !  I  am  thine, — be  assured  of  it, — 
I  am  thine  for  ever,  —  halloo!"  Whereupon  the 
young  lady  was  observed  to  lay  aside  h^  handker- 
chief, and  begin  lowering  something  towards  him 
with  a  piece  of  string. 

*•  It  is  a  love-letter,"  whispered  he  to  the  .£dile ; 
*'  it  is  a  love-letter  which  she  has  written  in  reply  to 
mine:  I  see  it  quite  plainly.  Oh  happiness,  hap- 
piness !     Oh  bliss  beyond  compare  I     Oh — '* 

"Is  it  possible?"  interrupted  Furcifer;  ''is  it 
possible  that  the  young  savage  has  actually  been 
taught  to  write  ?" 
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'*  My  word  for  it/'  replied  Piso,  ''  that  she  has 
been  very  tolerably  educated.  Depend  upon  it  there 
are  as  good  teachers  in  Germany  as  any  where 
else." 

The  thing  at  the  end  of  the  string,  which  certainly 
bore  some  resemblance  to  a  letter,  had  now  descend- 
ed to  within  about  twelve  feet  of  the  ground.  There 
however,  it  became  motionless,  and  remained  sus- 
pended in  the  air ;  the  string  being,  apparently,  too 
short  to  admit  of  its  being  lowered  the  whole  way 
down. 

"  Oh  misery !"  cried  Piso,  gesticulating  in  the 
most  horrible  manner  that  can  be  conceived,  '*  oh 
misery,  misery !  —  Look,  Furcifer,  it  will  not  come 
down !  —  the  string  is  not  long  enough."  And  then, 
looking  up  at  his  beloved,  be  added  in  a  voice  of  the 
cruellest  agony,  "  oh,  mercy,  she  will  be  down  ! —  she 
will  be  down  herself,  instead  of  the  love-letter  !  Oh 
how  she  does  stoop  over  the  parapet !  —  she  will  be 
down,  Furcifer,  and  break  her  neck." 

'*  The  silly  thing  !"  said  Gracilis  Furcifer;  "  why 
cannot  she  let  it  drop  ?  What  harm  would  it  do  to 
let  the  precious  scrawl  fall  down  quietly  on  the 
ground  ?     It  is  not  made  of  glass." 

"  She  does  not  think  of  it !"  said  Piso, ;  '<  she 
does  not  think  of  it !     She  suppose  that  she  must  let  it 
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down  all  the  way  by  the  string,  or  that  it  most  be 
lost  to  ns  for  ever.'' 

''  Papmr  cried  the  i£dile,  *<  then  she  most  be  a 
greater  simpleton  than  yourself.** 

''No  such  thing!''  replied  the  lover;  **  no  snch 
thing !  It  is  her  unsophisticated  innocence,  nothii^ 
else.  She  is  a  native  of  the  woods,  and  nnaocns- 
tomed  to  the  ways  of  man." 

The  letter  still  hnng  dangling  in  the  air,  in  the 
same  place.  Piso  endured  the  agonies  of  Tanta- 
lus :  in  vain  did  he  jump,  leap,  frbk,  and  fling ;  he 
could  not  elevate  himself  to  the  required  height 
Then  standing  stook  still,  he  reflected  on  his  misf<^- 
tunes,  and  pondered  for  a  cure.  All  of  a  sudden  a 
change  came  over  him;  he  looked  bright;  he  had 
discovered  what  he  sought.  **  I  have  it,"  mattered 
he,  *^  Ax  and  six  make  twelve,  which  is  eaough ;" 
and  turning  to  the  .£dile,  "  my  dear  friend,"  said 
he,  *'  I  must  get  up  on  your  back.  Stand  firm ;  I 
am  just  going  to  jump." 

**  The  gods  confound  you !"  cried  Gracilis  Forcifer, 
in  a  rage ;  ''  oh !"  added  he,  **  do  you  take  me  for  a 
horse?" 

The  youth  was  on  his  back.  Then  edging  him  on, 
*'  Go  a  little  farther,"  said  he ;  "  go  close  up  to  the 
wall,  just  under  the  love4etter."    The  JBdile  oouid 
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not  help  Uouelf ;  his  rider  sparred  him,  and  he  did  as 
he  waa  desired.  ^*  Too  are  a  tall  man,  luckily,  and 
so  am  I/'  said  the  equestrian,  "  steady,  steady !  I 
must  get  higher  yet,  — your  shoulders  are  the  thing, 
— stand  firm !  I  shall  be  up  presently,  but  do  not 
jolt  me  off."  So  saying,  the  young  man  raised  him- 
self gradually  till  he  stood  with  his  feet  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  curule  magistrate.  Then  stretching 
out  his  hand,  he  was  just  about  to  lay  hold  of  the 
love-letter,  when  it  was  suddenly  withdrawn.  It 
went  upwards,  bobbing  against  the  wall.  At  the 
same  instant,  a  small  giggling  laugh  was  heard  to 
come  downwards  from  the  ramparts. 

''  It  is  Laurentia  Ogulnia  after  all,"  muttered 
Gracilis  Fnrcifer,  between  his  teeth. 

*'  Sweet  girl !  she  is  playful ;  she  means  no  harm, 
but  she  teazes  me/'  whispered  Piso;  and  after  a 
short  pause,  he  added  plaintirely,  ''  woe  is  me,  it  is 
the  custom  of  her  sex  V 

**  Curse  them  all !''  growled  the  ungallant  ^dile, 
grinding  his  teeth. 

The  letter  was  now  lowered  again.  Piso  made 
another  catoh  at  it,  but  was  unsuccessful  as  before. 
''Dear  creature,  bow  she  worries  me!"  murmured 
he,  "  but  I  shall  have  it  at  last.'*  And  so  it  proved  ; 
for  after  thus  torturing  him  for  some  time,  the  sender 
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of  the  epistle  actually  permitted  it  to  descend  within 
reach  of  his  hand,  and  remain  in  his  possession  as  he 
wished. 

**  I  have  it, — I  have  it  safe,"  cried  he,  **  I  am  the 
happiest  of  men." 

"  Come  down  from  my  shoulders  then,"  said  Gra- 
cilis Furcifer,  ''for  I  am  half  crushed." 

Piso  jumped  off. 

'^  Look  up,"  said  the  iEdiie.  ''  There  is  your 
heloved  taking  leave  of  you ;  she  will  be  gone  pre- 
sently." 

Piso  looked  up,  and  perceived  the  damsel  waving 
her  handkerchief  in  the  air.  He  gesticulated  in 
return.  She  retreated  a  few  steps ;  stood  still ;  and 
again  flourished  her  muckinger.  Piso  acknowledged 
her  condescension  with  redoubled  vehemence.  She 
bowed  gracefully,  and  was  off. 

''She  is  gone!"  exclaimed  the  bereaved  youth; 
'^  perhaps  gone  for  ever." 

*'  Poor  boy  I"  said  Furcifer.  •*  But  courage,  my 
friend/'  added  he,  "  you  have  her  letter  to  comfort 
you,  at  any  rate." 

''  I  have,"  replied  the  other,  pressing  it  to  his  lips, 
''  it  is  my  only  hope  and  solace." 

**  Come,  then,*'  said  the  iEdile,  "  let  us  be  gone. 
It  is  dangerous  staying  here,  and  there  is  no  use  in 
risking  our  lives  for  nothing." 
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^*  Impossible !"  exclaimed  the  swain.  **  I  must 
read  the  letter  firdt.  I  am  dying  to  be  acquainted 
with  its  sweet  contents." 

*'  You  may  read  it  by  the  way,**  said  Gracilis  Fur- 
cifer ;  ''  and  so  no  time  will  be  lost." 

''  Well,  I  suppose  that  must  do,  as  you  will  not 
wait.  However,  I  must  break  the  seal  first;  and 
then  we  will  be  off." 

<'  Do  so,"  rejoined  the  other ;  **  and  take  off  that 
piece  of  white  horse-hair  with  which  I  perceive  your 
beloved  has  tied  it  up.  I  wonder  where  she  got  it 
from." 

"  Monster  !"  vociferated  Piso.  **  But  you  joke. 
You  know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  this  beautiful  cincture 
is  no  other  than  a  lock  of  her  own  soft,  silky,  flaxen 
hair,  which  she  has  cut  off  for  the  express  purpose  of 
binding  round  her  note.  But  there  is  no  use  talking 
to  you :  I  have  done." 

So  saying,  he  took  off  the  hair,  and  deposited  it  in 
his  bosom,  next  his  heart ;  then  broke  the  seal,  and 
opened  the  supposed  love-letter,  the  dimensions  of 
which  were  by  no  means  inconsiderable. 

^' I  pray  you  read  it  aloud,"  said  Furcifer;  ''you 
should  have  no  secrets  with  your  confidant" 

''  I  do  not  know  that,"  answered  Piso,  "  there  may 
be  matters  in  it  fit  for  no  one  but  myself." 

''  For  shame,''  muttered  the  ^dile,  parenthetically. 
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**  However,**  cDotiiiued  Pise,  **  I  esn  begia  it  oat 
lond  at  may  rate;  I  caa  stop  skort  whenever  I 
choose." 

'<  Toa  eaa,"  lejoioed  Gracilis  Farrifer. 

Piso  accordingly  hwked  at  the  loreJetter.  *'  It  is 
well  written/'  laid  he,  '^  in  a  fine  fair  roand  hand.** 

'*  AstMuahing  !"*  cried  the  .£dile.  **  Bat  doubtless 
she  has  employed  a  secretary." 

*"  Bidicnlons  I"*  said  Piso.  *<  People  do  not  write 
loTO-letters  by  proxy ;  I  am  certain  it  is  her  own." 

'*  Qo  on,"  said  Gracilis  Faroifer.  **  Do  not  mind 
what  I  say  ;  I  mast  have  my  joke." 

<<  It  begins/'  said  Piso,  «<  in  the  nsaal  style,  'To 
Looias  Calpamins  Piso/  there  is  nothing  reoMrkaUe 
in  that." 

*'  Not  in  the  least,"  said  Gracilis  Fufcifer.  **  It 
is  very  ordinary  indeed ;  I  suspect  your  beloved  is  no 
snch  prodigy  after  all." 

'*  Pray  do  not  ittterrqpt  me  in  that  way/'  said  the 
reader;  ''it  is  very  unpleasant;  I  shall  never  get 
through  with  it  if  you  do." 

"  I  will  not/'  answered  the  attentive  ttstener. 
''  But  keep  moving ;  do  not  stand  still ;  you  can  walk 
as  you  read,  you  know." 

*'  I  can/'  replied  the  other :  "  more  espeeialiy  as 
the  writing  is  so  good ;  there  is  no  trouble  in  making 
it  out." 
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*'  Id  the  name  of  the  gods,-  then,  make  a  com- 
menGement  of  it/'  cried  Gracilis  Fnreifer.  ''  Why 
lose  so  much  time  about  the  preliminaries  V 

''  I  will/'  said  the  other, ''  I  am  as  aoxiona  aa  your- 
self; it  commences  thus,  'To  Lueios  Calpumius 
Piso'"— 

''  Yoa  have  read  that  already/'  observed  the  i£dile 
in  an  under  tone. 

''Hold  your  tongue !*"  exclaimed  the  reader, 
savagely ;  and  went  on  as  follows  : 

" '  Your  epistle  is  received ' " — 

"  She  need  not  have  told  us  that/'  cried  Gracilis 
Forcifer,  unable  to  contain  himself;  ''what!  does 
she  think  we  did  not  see  her  with 'it  in  her  hand? 
Received,  truly  !  Oh  the  silly  hussey  !  I  have  no 
patience  with  her !" 

'•  This  is  intolerable/'  muttered  Piso.  «  Oh,  Pur- 
cifer,  I  could  knock  you  down." 

"  Go  on/'  said  die  chastised  man,  "  I  am  dumb." 

"'Your  epistle  is  received/"  continued  the 
reader ;  " '  I  have  read  it  throvgh '  **  — here  he  stop- 
ped short,  and  looked  up  from  the  letter  in  his 
hand. 

"  There  !"  cried  he,  in  a  triumphant  voice,  "  I  toH 
yea  so  before !  I  told  you  she  knew  bow  to  read, 
and  DOW  she  confirms  it  herself.  I  was  certani  she 
was  no  such  dunce  as  you  supposed." 
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"For  mercy's  sake,  go  od  with  the  letter,"  said 
the  iEdile,  '*  or  you  will  never  finish  it  at  all." 

'•  I  willi"  said  Piso,  and  resomed. 

**  *  Strangely  did  it  reach  me,  stranger  are  its  con- 
tents. Yet  wby  should  I  deny  the  trnth?  Strange 
as  they  are,  they  are  gratifying  to  my  heart.' 

"  Oh,  transports  and  ecstacies !"  added  he,  com- 
menting on  the  love-letter. 

"  Oh,  I  have  no  doubt  she  is  very  well  pleased/' 
said  Gracilis  Forcifer ;  **  but  do  not  suppose  she  is  in 
love  with  you ;  she  is  a  poor,  pennyless  barbarian, 
and  thinks  you  a  good  catch.  She  would  like  your 
uncle  still  better,  for  he  is  richer  than  yourself." 

*'  Silence,  slanderer  !"  cried  the  chivalrous  youth. 
*'  Thusnelda  is  the  most  disinterested  of  her  sex." 

"It  is  not  saying  much  for  her,"  muttered  his 
worldly  minded  friead. 

Piso  resumed  the  perusal  of  the  billet-doux: 
"  '  Piso,  you  are  generous;  yon  have  offered  to 
espouse  me,  portionless  as  Jam.'" 

'*  Ay,  there  it  is,"  intermpted  the  ^dile.  ''See 
how  anxious  she  is  to  catch  at  you  because  she  has 
no  money.  An  heiress,  now,  would  have  laughed  in 
your  face." 

"  Nonsense !"  ejaculated  Piso,  and  went  oo  with 
the  epistle  thus : 

'• '  Yet  why  say  I  portionless  V  " 
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''  What !  has  she  got  something  V*  asked  Gracilis 
Farcifer,  opening  his  eyes. 

'''My  sire  is  rich  in  beeves  and  buffaloes;  I  am 
heiress  of  them  all.'  " 

**  Come,  come,  that  is  better  than  nothing/'  said 
the  auditor,  cheeringly;  ''you  will  be  a  great  man 
some  day  or  other  in  the  cattle  market." 

"  '  Piso,  they  are  yours '  " — 

"  Upon  my  word !"  said  Gracilis  Furcifer.  "  What ! 
then  she  does  not  wish  to  have  them  settled  on  her- 
self?" 

"  '  Yours,  Piso,  with  my  hand  '  "— 

'*  Ay,  to  be  sure,"  said  the  ^dile.  "  I  do  not  well 
see  how  you  could  have  thetn  without." 

"  '  Wedlock  is  my  desire  ' " — 

"  No  doubt  of  it,"  said  the  loquacious  listener ; 
*'it  is  the  desire  of  her  whole  sex  for  one  reason  or 
other  ;  the  fact  is  undeniable." 

"  '  Wedlock,  too,  of  the  most  solemn  and  indisso- 
luble kind.' " 

"Oh,  ho!"  cried  the  ^Edile;  "I  suppose  she 
wants  her  marriage  to  be  performed  in  the  old-fa- 
shioned way,  with  an  offering  of  burnt  cakes  to  the 
gods,  and  so  on." 

'"But,  alas,  Piso,  canst  thou  thus  wed  a  barbarian 
like  myself?' " 

"  Ay,  there  is  the  rub,"  observed  Furcifer ;  "  it  w 
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ai^wnrd,  her  being  a  wild  woman  of  the  woods, 
certainly." 

«"  I  am  told  it  is  agmnst  the  law,  '"— 

**  True/'  said  the  commentator,  "  true.  It  is 
strange,  howerer,  that  the  little  savage  should  have 
ibmd  it  oaf' 

"'Remove  this  diflSculty,  an4  I  am  yours'" — 
"  That  will  not  be  so  easy  a  matter,  I  suspect 
tboagfa.*^ 

^  *  Together  with  my  oxen,  buffaloes,  aid  sheep.*  ^ 

'*  Sheep,"  replied  the  ^dile;  ''  she  said  nothing 
before  about  the  sheep ;  that  is  an  addition  to  her 
property  well  worth  thinking  of." 

" '  The  latter  I  am  told,  fetch  a  good  priee  in  the 
market.'  '• 

*'  They  do,"  eried  the  iEdile,  eagerly,  -they  do. 
She  has  a  good  idea  of  things,  it  must  be  confessed." 

'' '  Yet  why  write  I  thus  cheeringiy  ?  why  do  I  dius 
proffer  you  my  band  ?  Alas !  Piso,  I  am  a  prisoner; 
a  prisoner  to  your  enemy  himself/  " 

«  Now  for  it!"  cried  Furcifer.  "  Now  we  shall 
hear  something  about  the  Pk^sfect,  and  the  state  of 
the  garrison." 

" '  Vitalianus  persecutes  me  with  hb  lore,* 

**  I  was  sum  of  it,"  said  Piso,  looking  up  from  die 
letter,  over  which  he  had  been  intently  poring  for 
some  time  post    ^  I  wets  sure  of  it.     I  was  sore 
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that  the  miscreant  was  in  Toye  with  her  as  deeply  as 
myself.  Oh,  that  I  had  him  here !  I  would  throt- 
tle him  by  the  throat." 

'*  Well,  well,  never  mind  that  at  present,"  said 
his  companion,  **  go  on  reading,  for  I  want  to  know 
what  she  says  about  things  in  general  within  the 
camp." 

Piso  resumed.    ^*  *  He  would  ruin  me  if  he  could.' 
C  Monster !"  ejaculated  the  reader,  within  a  paren- 
thesis, and  went  on  as  follows :) 

'"In  vain  do  I  fly  for  succour  to  his  wife;  oh, 
Piso,  she  laugheth  in  my  face.' " 

**  This  is  all  nonsense,"  said  Furcifer.  *^  I  wish 
she  would  not  be  such  an  egotist,  but  tell  us  some- 
thing more  to  the  purpose  at  once." 

•'  •  What  will  become  of  me,  know  I  not ' " — 
"Poor  thing!"  exclaimed  the  MAWe.    "Well,  I 
do  begin  to  pity  her,  more  especially  as  she  has  so 
many  oxen  and  sheep." 

"  '  For,  alatf,  dearest !  I  am  half  starved.' " 
"  Ho !  ho  !"  chuckled  Gracilis  Furcifer.     "  Now 
the  murder's  out.    What,  then,  it  is  rather  the  fear 
of  being  starved  than  of  losing  her  virtue,  that  trou- 
bles her  so  much  ?" 

" '  The  garrison  are  universally  in  the  same  state.' " 
"  Eh  ?  what  ?"  said  the  iEdile.    ''  That  fact  is  an 
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important  one.    I  thought  we  should  get  something 
oat  of  her  at  last." 

" '  The  stores  were  scanty  from  the  first ;  little  now 
remains ;  almost  every  thing  has  been  eaten  np.'  ** 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  it/'  mattered  Fnrcifer. 
,  "  *  Boots  and  shoes  have  for  some  time  past  been 
oar  chief  sustenance.' " 

*'  Glorious !"  cried  the  listener ;  "  they  mast  soon 
give  in.*' 

**  *  Yesterday  we  had  them  boiled  for  sapper.' " 

/'  Ho !  ho  ! — excellent !  upon  my  word.  What  a 
nice  dish  they  must  have  made." 

**  *  This  morning  we  shall  have  the  water  they  were 
boiled  in  for  our  breakfast.' "  . 

''Better  and  better  still!"  shouted  the  delighted 
Furcifer.     *'They  must  yield." 

^*  *  Notwithstanding  their  low  diet,  however,  the 
Prsefect  and  his  wife  keep  np  their  courage  most 
amazingly ;  they  are  determined  to  hold  out.' " 

*'It  cannot  be  for  long/'  whispered  the  jEdQe. 
''Such  food  is  not  fit  for  a  dog;  soldiers  will  not 
fight  upon  it." 

"  *  Hungry  as  I  am,  I  still  am  yours ;  Plso,  doubt 
me  not.' " 

''  Is  that  all  V  asked  Gracilis  Fnrcifer. 

<'  All/'  replied  Piso,  ''  with  the  exoeptton  of  the 
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customary  'farewell/  and  the  signature  at  the 
end." 

''  I  am  glad  of  it/'  rejoined  the  other,  ^'  for  I  see 
we  have  just  finished  the  letter  and  our  journey  at 
the  same  time/' 

And  as  he  spoke  thus,-  they  re-entered  the  tent 
from  which  they  had  set  out  on  their  secret  expedi- 
tion an  hour  or  two  before. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THE   COUNCIL    OF    WAR. 


A  SMALL  table  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  tent  It 
was  covered  with  a  multitude  of  delicacies,  in  season 
and  out.  The  ^dile  was  an  epicure,  and  his  break- 
fast was  always  prepared  for  him  by  an  excellent 
artist  in  the  first  style. 

**  This  is  a  welcome  sight,  after  a  long  walk  in  a 
cold  morning/'  said  he»  rubbing  his  hands.  "  Come, 
PisOy  do  as  I  do ;  sit  down,  and  regale  yourself.*' 

Piso  shook  his  head  mournfully,  and  declined  the 
invitation  without  uttering  a  word. 

**  Hey-day !  what  is  the  matter  with  you?"  said 
his  friend,  ''  have  you  lost  your  appetite,  or  do  you 
think  abstinence  good  for  your  health  ?" 

Piso  looked  unutterable  things,  but  said  nothing. 

''  Hum,''  muttered  the  iEdile ;  *'  this  is  odd  ;  bat 
I  suppose  he  does  not  like  my  breakfast;''   and 
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raifling  his  voice,  he  added  somewhat  testily,  '^  I  am 
sorry,  my  young  friend,  I  have  nothing  better  to 
offer  yon ;  no  donbt  yon  have  been  used  to  greater 
delicacies  at  home ;  yet  I  trust  my  cook  is  not  with- 
out skill ;  and  at  any  rate,  I  perceive  he  has  on  the 
present  occasion  treated  us  to  a  rare  dish,  being  in 
fact  the  celebrated  ragout  invented  by  Cotta  Messa- 
linus^  and  consisting  of  the  feet  of  geese  blended 
with  the  combs  of  game-cocks.  Dainty  as  you  are, 
it  might  not  be  unworthy  of  your  notice/' 

Piso  seemed  strangely  moved  ;  he  frowned,  trem- 
bled, turned  up  the  whites  of  his  eyes,  clenched  his 
fists,  and  struck  them  against  his  forehead.  At  last, 
breaking  silence, ''  Do  not  torment  me,  O  Furcifer/' 
said  he,  **  do  not  thus  tantalize  me  in  vain.  I  am 
hungry,  it  is  true^  and  your  breakfast  is  I  dare  say 
excellent.  But  what  of  that  ?  My  feelings  will  not 
suffer  me  to  partake  of  it ;  I  am  a  man  afflicted  to 
the  core." 

"  Afflicted,  eh  ?"  said  the  iEdile ;  *'  very  possibly ; 
we  all  have  our  troubles  at  times.  But  why  should 
your  affliction  prevent  you  from  eating  your  break- 
fast?" 

''  Fnrcifer,  you  are  dull,"  replied  the  Patrician,  in 
a  ^  melancholy  tone,  **  you  do  not  comprehend  the 
nature  of  my  distress ;  my  feelings  are  more  refined 
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than  yours ;  yoa  faaye  no  morbid  Bensibilhy  like  my- 
self." 

''Not  I,  indeed/'  answered  Gracilis  Forctfer. 
''  Thanks  to  the  gods,  I  am  qnite  free  from  every 
thing  of  the  sort." 

"  I  know  it,**  said  Piso,  ••  I  know  it  perfectly. 
Yon  cannot  therefore  understand  Uiat  my  grief  on 
the  present  occasion,  arises  solely  from  a  considen- 
tion  of  the  unfortunate  lot  of  my  beloved  Thusnelda, 
as  compared  with  my  own.  Here  am  I  invited  to 
partake  of  a  luxurious  repast  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  adored  girl  is,  probably,  in  the  act  of  peti- 
tioning (nay,  petitioning  in  vain,)  for  a  small  fragment 
of  boiled  shoe,  or  the  scanty  reliques  of  a  stewed  boot, 
preserved  carefully  from  last  night's  supper.  ** 

'*  That  is  a  great  mistake,"  rejoined  Gracilis  Pnr- 
cifer,  ''for  has  not  the  girl  expressly  told  you  in  her 
love-letter,  that  she  was  to  breakfost  this  morning  on 
the  water  in  which  the  boots  and  shoes  were  boiled 
yesterday  ?  I  wonder  that  you  should  have  forgotten 
the  circumstance,  as  it  formed  a  chief  item  in  the 
list  of  her  complaints.'' 

"  So  it  did,"  replied  Piso :  "  you  are  quite  right ; 
how  odd  that  I  should  have  forgotten  it !  But  I 
grow  stupid  ;  my  mind  is  in  an  obtunded  state.'* 

"That  proceeds  from  the  emptiness  of  your  sto- 
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mach/'  said  his  friend.  ''  Sit  down,  Piso,  and  eat 
your  breakfast;  yon  will  be  better  afterwards,  be 
assured." 

**  Perhaps  so/'  said  Piso ;  ''  and  now  that  you  have 
reminded  me  that  my  beloved  is  in  no  immediate 
danger  of  starvation,  being  at  least  sure  of  a  good 
dish  of  broth  for  breakfast,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
necessary  for  me  to  abstain  from  food  altogether  my- 
self. Still,  however,  I  should  be  moderate.  It 
would  be  very  cruel  and  unfeeling  in  me,  for  instance, 
to  partake  of  the  ragout ;  it  is  too  good  for  me ;  I 
should  be  contented  with  something  of  inferior 
quality, — ^something  not  so  completely  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  diet  of  my  beloved.  I  shall  confine  my- 
self to  a  small  quantity  of  coarse  bread,  moistened 
with  my  tears.  It  is  the  proper  diet  for  one  situated 
like  myself 

"  Very  well,"  said  the  iEdile,  '^  do  as  you  choose ; 
T  shall  not  press  you  against  your  will."  So  saying, 
they  both  seated  themselves  at  the  breakfast-table, 
and  regaled  themselves  according  to  their  respective 
tastes. 

When  this  ceremony  was  at  an  end,  Gracilis  Fur- 
cifer  proposed  that  they  should  demand  an  audience 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  communicate  to  him 
the  intelligence  they  had  received  touching  the  state 
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of  the  garrison.  Piso  did  not  object  Head-qaarten 
were  songht,  aocordingly ;  their  names  were  an- 
noanced,  and  the  interview  took  place  forthwith. 

Gracilis  Furcifer.  then  assuming  the  office  of 
spokesman,  proceeded  to  describe  the  dreamstanees 
under  which  a  letter  had  been  oonveyed  into  the  fort* 
and  another  received  in  retnm,  taking  great  credit  to 
himself  for  his  ingenuity  in  the  contrivance  of  the 
scheme,  and  dilating  in  a  manner  which  Piso  felt  to 
be  highly  indelicate  upon  what  he  termed  the  foolish 
love  affair  between  his  young  friend  and  a  certain 
barbarian  damsel  known  by  the  name  of  Thusnelda, 
and  retained  for  some  time  past  as  a  hostage  or  a 
prisoner  in  the  hoasehold  of  the  Prsefect  and  his 
wife.  '^  Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  the  whole 
business/'  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  the 
Consul,  *'  for  the  girl  is  a  downright  absolute  savage, 
with  green  eyes  and  white  hair,  the  latter  bearii^  a 
close  res^nblanqe  to  the  tail  of  a  horse;  besides 
which,  I  really  do  not  believe  the  fellow  has  seen  her 
more  than  half  a  dozen  times  in  his  life,  though  he 
now  fancies  himself  so  distractedly  in  love  with  her, 
and  what  is  still  more  ridiculous,  supposes  she  must 
reciprocate  the  passion  to  its  full  extent,  whereas,  in 
reality,  she  is  thinking  of  nothing  but  the  advantages 
which  may  accrue  to  her  from  her  union  with  a  Roman 
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nobleman  of  high  birth  and  good  fortune,  whom  she 
finds  besotted  enongh  to  espoase  her  with  no  other 
dowry  than  a  few  sheep  and  oxen.  Ridiculoas  as  it 
is,  howeYor,  this  affair  has  undoubtedly  proved  ser- 
viceable by  affording  us  the  means  of  communicating 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  camp,  and  enabling  us  to 
ascertain  the  important  fact  of  their  being  at  this 
time  present  in  a  state  bordering  upon  starvation,  as 
we  may  gather  from  a  circumstance  stated  in  the 
young  female's  love-letter,  namely,  that  both  she  and 
her  companions  have  for  some  time  past  sustained 
nature  solely  and  exclusively  upon  certain  dishes 
composed  of  boots,  shoes,  sandals,  caliga,  and  the 
like,  dressed  in  various  ways,  and  adapted,  as  well  as 
circumstances  permit,  to  the  several  tastes  of  the 
eaters. 

''  Actuated,  therefore,  by  the  love  of  my  country, 
and  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
party  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong,  I  have 
repaired  to  you,  O  Consul,  for  the  purpose  of  advising, 
that  as  we  have  thus  become  acquainted  with  the 
deplorable  condition  of  tho  besieged,  and  know  that 
it  must  be  impossible  for  them  to  hold  out  much 
longer  ag^nst  us  in  their  reduced  state,  we  should 
forthwith  change  the  plan  of  our  operations,  and  con- 
vert the  siege  into  a  blockade,  whereby  they  will  infal- 
k5 
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libly  be  stanred  out,  and  forced  to  smnrender  at 
discretion,  when  we  may  immediately  take  poflsemon 
of  the  place,  and  (being  bound  by  no  previous  pro- 
mises) canse  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  slain 
at  once,  withont  distinction  of  age,  sex,  rank,  station, 
or  condition  in  life.  Indeed,  I  am  of  <^nion  that 
the  carnage  coald  not  be  too  nniversal  or  nndiserimi- 
nating.  No  quarter  should,  in  short,  be  granted  to 
any  one;  and  the  women  shonld  be  ezternHnated 
together  with  the  rest." 

The  ^dile  pronounced  this  wordy,  mouthy  Bpeeak, 
with  yast  unction  and  emphasis,  looking  round  him 
when  he  had  concluded  it  with  an  air  of  triumph,  and 
very  evidently  expecting  to  receive  the  meed  of 
praise  for  the  soundness  of  his  advice,  clothed  as  it 
was  in  language  of  the  most  beautiful  and  persuasive 
kind.  Great,  therefore,  was  his  disappointment, 
when  Piso,  forgetting  the  respect  due  to  the  presence 
of  the  chief  magistrate;  suddenly  assailed  him  in  a 
strain  of  the  bitterest  vituperation,  for  the  croelty 
with  which  he  had  recommended  the  starvation  and 
massacre  of  a  vast  number  of  persons,  amongst  whom 
was  included,  the  most  sweet,  amiable,  accomplished 
and  adorable  young  woman  of  her  age  and  nation. 
" Hard-hearted  worldling!"  added  he,  in  a  stem 
voice,  *'i8  it  not  enough  that  you  AouU  havens- 
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sailed  this  incomparable  creature  with  the  most 
odious  calumnies  and  abuse,  characterising  her  as  a 
venal,  mercenary,  fortune-hunting  barbarian,  with 
.f;reen  eyes,  white  hair  like  the  tail  of  a  horse,  and 
no  other  dowry  than  a  few  sheep  and  oxen, — ^the  fact 
being,  as  you  well  know,  that  she  has  many  buflTaloes 
besides ; — ^is  it  not  enough,  I  say,  that  you  should 
have  thus  vilified  and  traduced  the  most  fascinating 
of  her  sex  ?  without,  further,  recommending  the  de- 
testable expedient  of  starving  her  to  death  ?  or  of 
sacrificing  her,  indiscriminately,  with  the  rest  of  the 
garrison,  on  the  surrender  of  the  fortress?  Out 
upon  you,  I  say !  Out  upon  you  for  a  base,  unmanly 
monster  of  wickedness !  You  are  a  dishonour  to 
your  nation,  and  a  stigma  on  your  name/' 

Gracilis  Furcifer  was  a  good  deal  appalled  by  the 
vehemence  of  this  tirade.  Nevertheless,  he  was  just 
about  to  take  up  the  cudgels  in  his  own  defence, 
when  the  Consul  interfered,  by  saying  that  he 
thought  there  were  several  other  objections  which 
might  be  made  to  the  proposed  plan,  besides  the  in- 
humanity of  starving  the  young  savage  to  death; 
**  for,''  said  he,  "  if  I  understand  the  matter  rightly, 
Thusnelda  has,  herself,  expressly  stated,  that  not- 
withstanding their  meagre  diet,  the  Praefect  and  his 
wife  have  hitherto  kept    up    their    courage   most 
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amaziogly*  and  expressed  a  determinatioii  to  hold  oat 
against  us,  in  spite  of  the  privations  to  which  they 
are  exposed.  Now,  if  this  be  the  case,  we  cannot 
poritively  tell  what  time  may  yet  be  required  for  re- 
ducing them  by  famine^  inasmuch  as  we  possess  no 
accurate  information  touching  the  quantity  of  old 
boots  and  shoes  which  yet  remain  on  hand,  and  which 
may  be  deemed  eatable  by  persons  naturally  not  over 
nice,  or  whose  appetites  have  been  sharpened  by  the 
labours  of  a  siege.  On  the  other  hand,  we  know 
with  certainty,  that  any  considerable  delay  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  place  must  be  attended  with  conse- 
quences highly  injurious  and  inconvenient  to  our- 
selves, the  Emperor  Maximin  having,  in  all  likdi- 
hood,  long  ere  this  been  apprised  of  our  insurrection, 
and  induced  to  take  the  field  against  us,  at  the  head 
of  that  immense  body  of  veterans  which  has,  hitherto, 
been  stationary  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  but 
which  only  requires  to  be  put  in  motion  to  over- 
whelm all  Italy.  These  various  considerations,  in- 
duce me  to  think  that  our  most  prudent  plan  would, 
after  all,  be  that  of  persevering  in  the  same  course 
which  we  have,  as  yet,  pursued  ;  or,  rather,  perhaps, 
that  of  concentrating  our  ^hole  force  in  one  com- 
bined attack,  or  general  assault,  to  be  made  against 
the  place  on  all  sides^  and  from  all  quarters  at  once. 
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Nor  should  it  be  considered^  that  in  adopting  this 
plan,  we  make  any  sacrifice  of  the  advantages  which 
we  have  already  acquired  by  half  starving  the  garri- 
son, inasmuch  as  their  weakened  and  hungry  state 
must  inevitably  render  them  less  capable  of  resisting 
our  attack  now,  than  they  would  have  been  during 
the  early  days  of  the  siege,  when  they  were  strong, 
hale,  and  hearty." 

**  O  Consul,  it  is  an  admirable  plan,"  said  Piso, 
when  Junius  Syllanus  had  made  a  finish  of  his  speech ; 
'*  it  does  no  less  credit  to  your  foresight  than  to  your 
humanity.  So  let  it  be,  then.  My  beloved  will  thus 
be  rescued  from  a  fate  which,  of  all  others,  is  the 
most  horrible  to  contemplate^  especially  in  the  case  of 
a  healthy  young  female  with  a  good  appetite,  unac- 
customed to  be  stinted  in  her  food." 

"  It  is  decided,"  said  the  Consul,  breaking  up  the 
conference ;  and  in  spite  of  the  murmurs  of  Gra- 
cilis Furcifer,  who  still  adhered  to  his  schemes  of 
starvation  and  massacre,  preparations  for  the  assault 
were  immediately  commenced. 
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CHAPTER  Vlir. 

THE    ASSAULT   AND    BATTERY. 

Soon  after  this  conference  between  the  Consul, 
Piso,  and  Gracilis  Furcifer ;  the  PrsBtorian  PraBfect, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Thosnelda,  Vibins  Pap- 
pi  us,  Basilides,  and  the  rest,  made  their  appearance 
on  the  ramparts  *of  the  Camp.  The  whole  party 
looked  wan,  ghastly,  comfortless,  and  dispirited,  but 
Thusnelda  was  the  least  so  of  the  set 

Vitalianus  looked    towards  the  quarters    of  the 
enemy  ;  every  thing  was  quiet,  and  in  its  place. 

"  There  are  no  signs  of  a  move,"  said  he;  **it  is 
evidently  their  design  to  starve  us  out.'* 

*'  Bat!  bat!  that  is  not  likely,"  said  Lanrentia 
Ogulnia.  "  How  should  they  know  our  provi- 
sions are  so  low,  and  that  we  have  had  nothing  to 
eat  for  the  last  three  days  but  old  shoes  and 
boots?" 
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Thnsnelda  looked  conscious :  she  remembered  the 
concluding  sentences  of  her  love-letter. 

*^  We  have  also  had  the  broth/'  said  Vibius  Pup- 
pias,  in  a  small  feeble  voice. 

'*  Both  ot  and  cold/'  added  Basilides,  in  the  same 
tone. 

*'  It  sets  ill  on  my  stomachy  that  sonp  which  we  had 
for  breakfast/'  said  the  great  man,  lajring  his  hand 
upon  the  part  of  which  he  spoke. 

''  So  it  does  on  mine/'  muttered  the  august  lady, 
with  a  similar  application  of  her  palm. 

**  I  must  say  our  diet  is  at  present  but  indifferent/' 
resumed  the  first. 

'*  Very  so,  so,  indeed/'  rejoined  the  second ;  "  the 
fact  must  be  confessed." 

'*  However/'  continued  Vitalianus,  "  the  soldiers 
have,  at  any  rate,  no  right  to  complain,  for  the  mean- 
est amongst  them  fares  equally  well  with  myself.  I 
have  given  orders  that  a  pound  and  a  half  of  stewed 
leather  should  be  served  out  daily,  to  every  man  in 
the  place." 

'^  Every /ree  man^  I  suppose  you  mean,"  said  Lau- 
rentia  Ognlnia,  pointedly. 

'^Of  course/'  replied  the  other.  ''As  for  the 
slaves,  they  have  had  nothing  at  all  for  the  last  week^ 
for  I  ordered  their  provisions  to  be  stopped  as  soon 
as  I  found  there  was  likely  to  be  a  scarcity." 
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"  That  was  right/'  said  the  lady,  ''  and  I  suppoie 
they  are  all  dead  by  this  time/' 

**  Not  all/'  replied  her  husband ;  ''  a  few  hun- 
dreds of  them  still  snrTive;  but  they  cannot  last 
long." 

"  I  should  think  not/'  said  Laureutia  Ogoinia. 
"  But  how  is  it  that  they  hold  out  as  yet?" 

*'  Faith,  I  hardly  know/'  replied  the  governor  of 
the  camp,  with  an  air  of  indifference.  ^'  Bat  I 
sometimes  see  them  prowling  about  upon  the  ram- 
parts, trying  to  pick  up  little  bits  of  grass  and  moss 
which  grow  between  the  stones.  I  suppose  they 
keep  body  and  soul  together  in  that  way.  They  look 
more  like  ghosts  and  spectres,  however,  than  any- 
thing else." 

'*  Oh,  the miserables !"  exclaimed  the  lady.  "Why 
do  they  not  die  at  once;  it  would  be  much  better  for 
them." 

'^  I  had  some  thoughts  at  one  time,"  resumed  her 
husband,  "of  letting  them  out  of  the  fortress,  as 
they  were  of  no  use  to  us  in  it;  but  it  would  not  do ; 
the  enemy  would  have  taken  them,  and  thus  fosnd 
out  the  extremities  to  which  we  were  reduced." 

"Undoubtedly/'  replied  the  tender-hearted  fe- 
male, "  that  would  not  have  done;  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  them  where  they  were,  though  they  could 
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not  be  fed.  But  Vahl  vahl  it  is  oot  worth  while 
talking  about  them."* 

Here  the  Praefect,  who  was  still  looking  towards 
the  quarters  of  the  enemy,  suddenly  exclaimed  that 
"  he  saw  symptoms  of  a  move ;"  and  calling  to  Thns- 
nelda,  "  Come  hither,  young  lady/'  said  he,  "  and 
try  whether  you  can  make  out  what  is  the  meaning 
of  all  that  uproar  and  confusion  amongst  the  tents ; 
you  have  the  best  eyes  of  any  of  us." 

Thufiiielda  obeyed  his  orders  with  an  alacrity  which 
seemed  to  show  that  she  scarcely  took  less  interest  in 
the  transaction  than  he  did  himself. 

^^  Well/'  said  Vitalianns,  after  a  brief  interval, 
"what do  you  see?'* 

"  Nothing,  very  distinctly/'  answered  she ;  "  I  can 
make  out,  however,  that  the  troops  are  issuing  forth 
in  great  numbers  from  the  tents^  and  assembling  in  an 
open  space  in  the  centre  of  the  camp.  Their  officers 
are,  also,  I  think,  employed  in  marshalling  those  who 
have  thus  issued  forth  in  a  considerable  number  of 
distinct  bodies,  or  platoons,  each  consisting  of  about 
an  equal  number  of  men,  and  all  of  the  same  shape, 

*  *  The  same  plan  was  adopted  by  Lucius  Antouius  (brother  of 
the  Triumvir)  during  the  siege  of  Perusia.  The  slaves  were  all 
deprived  of  food,  but  retained  in  the  town,  to  prevent  the  be- 
siegers from  discovering  the  distressed  state  of  the  garrison. 
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that  is  to  say.  an  obloog  square,  narrow  in  proportion 
to  its  extent/' 

''  It  is  the  ftirm,— the  turret/'  said  the  Prefect; 
''so  called  from  its  supposed  resemblance  to  the 
figure  of  a  tower,  laid  flat  upon  the  ground.  It  is  a 
convenient  order  for  marching.  I  no  longer  doubt, 
therefore,  that  our  adversaries  have  abandoned  their 
design  of  starving  us  out,  and  are  about  to  storm  us 
instead/' 

''Ay,  that  they  are!"  exclaimed  Thoanelda, 
briskly.  "  One  of  the  turrets  (as  you  call  them)  is 
already  on  the  march ;  the  foremost  end  of  it  is  at 
this  very  moment  in  the  act  of  emerging  from  the 
great  square  in  the  middle  of  the  encampment,  and 
coming  towards  us.  We  shall  see  it  moi«  distinctly 
when  it  has  got  clear  of  the  tents/' 

"  Well,"  said  Vitalianus,  "  I  am  not  sorry  that  it 
is  so.  We  shall  give  them  a  warm  reception,  and  at 
all  events  it  is  better  to  run  the  risk  of  a  fight  than  to 
die  the  death  of  a  starved  rat  in  its  hole,  as  I  feared 
would  be  our  fi|te/' 

"  Look !"  cried  Thosnelda,  '*  here  they  come ! 
Here  is  the  first  of  the  turrets  that  set  out ;  it  has 
got  clear  of  the  tents.  Any  one  may  see  it  now  as 
well  as  myself." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Prafect,  "I  see  it  too;  but 
where  are  the  rest?" 
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**  Just  behind/'  replied  the  damsel  eagerly,  **  only 
just  behind ;  they  are  following  it  as  fast  as  they 
can;  they  will  lose  no  time,  yon  may  depend 
upon  it." 

''  Hie  first  colamn  is  somewhat  annsaally  in  ad- 
vance of  the  rest/'  said  the  Plraefect.  ''  It  is  now,  as 
yoa  see,  quite  out  of  the  camp,  and  marching  along 
the  road  towards  us  by  itself." 

*'  I  see,  indeed/'  said  Thusnelda.  "  It  is  com- 
manded by  a  brave  man,  I  warrant  you ;"  and  then 
ceasing  to  speak,  she  kept  gazing  at  the  approaching 
heroes  with  increasing  earnestness.  AH  of  a  sudden 
she  changed  countenance,  gave  a  small  start,  and 
uttered  an  exclamation,  which,  though  nearly  inarti- 
culate, bore  an  indistinct  resemblance  to  the  name  of 
her  amatory  correspondent  of  the  same  morning. 

**  What  do  you  see  now  ?"  said  the  Prefect,  in- 
terrogating her.  **  Surely  you  have  made  some  im- 
portant discovery,  by  your  looks." 

*'  Yes — ^no — not  much — nothing" — answered  she, 
with  the  embarrassment  natural  to  a  young  innocent 
in  love;  but  presently  recovering  her  self-possession, 
she  added  cleverly,  *'  nothing,  I  mean,  except  that  I 
was  terrified  by  the  vast  number  of  the  turrets ;  for 
if  I  am  not  mistaken  there  are  at  least  eighteen  of 
them  marching  against  us." 

'*  Are  there  ?"  said  Vitalianus,  "  truly,  that  is  no 
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inconsiderable  force;  I  should  think  it  most  amount 
to  nearly  the  whole  namber  of  the  besieging  troops : 
we  may  expect  a  sharp  contest.'' 

''  YoQ  may,"  said  the  damsel,  *'  I  do  not  wonder 
at  your  fright  There  are  eighteen  turrets  if  thexe  is 
one ;  and  I  dare  say  there  are  not  less  than  two  or 
three  thousand  men  in  each." 

**  Ho!  ho!"  chuckled  the  Prefect;  '<  that  is  an 
exaggerated  estimate  at  any  rate.  There  are  not  as 
many  hundreds,  you  may  be  sure." 

"  Well,  and  suppose  there  are  not/'  rejoined  the 
nymph,  **  what  does  that  signify  X  Their  courage 
will  make  amends  for  every  thing;  they  are  all 
heroes  to  a  man.  Yes»  yes/'  added  she  clasping  her 
hands,  "  they  are  the  men  to  take  you  by  storm ! 
they  are  the  men  to  scale  your  walls  and  mount  your 
ramparts !  they  are  the  men" — 

**  Eho  /"  cried  the  astonished  Vitalianus,  inter- 
rupting her,  **  why  one  really  would  suppose,  Thus- 
nelda,  that  you  rejoiced  in  the  destruction  of  your 
own  friends,  and  was  delighted  at  the  prospect  of 
your  own  ruin :  —  strange  girl !  I  know  not  what  to 
make  of  you!" 

Thusnelda  was  sensible,  that,  led  astray  by  tbe 
enthusiasm  of  her  love,  she  had  committed  herself. 
Wishing,  therefore,  to  divert  the  attention  of  Iwr 
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compaoioDy  she  again  looked  towards  the  enemy,  and 
presently  descried  an  object  which  she  knew  would 
be  far  more  interesting  and  important  in  his  estima- 
tion than  the  feelings  and  predilections  of  her  whole 
sex  combined:  she  accordingly  attracted  his  notice 
to  it  by  exclaiming  in  a  load  voice,  **  Papts!  Vita- 
lianus,  —  lo!  there  is  the  same  long  log  of  wood 
which  we  saw  when  the  enemy  first  arrived  before 
the  fort.  It  is  carried  by  men  ;  —  there  must  be  a 
hnndred  of  them  at  least,  yet  they  scarcely  seem  able 
to  sustain  its  weight" 

''  I  expected  it/'  .said  the  Prefect ;  **  it  is  the 
battering-ram,  as  I  told  you  before.  I  was  certain 
it  would  come." 

**  But  see/'  said  the  maiden,  **  there  is  something 
else  besides." 

''  What  is  it  like  ?"  asked  her  friend ;  "  my  eyes 
do  not  serve  me  so  well  as  yours." 

'*  It  is  something  like  a  musculus/'  replied  the 
damsel,  "  but  it  is  not  the  same.  It  is  a  long,  low, 
narrow  shed,  with  a  steep  roof,  but  it  does  not  move 
upon  wheels ;  it  is  carried  by  men,  as  well  as  the 
battering-ram." 

"  It  is  a  vinea,"'  said  the  Prefect  ''  It  is  intended 
to  shield  the  bearers  of  the  battering-ram  as  they  ad- 
vance to  the  astfault." 
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The  forces  of  the  enemy  were  now  rapidly  drawing 
near.  The  whole  of  the  eighteen  colamns,  or  as 
Thasnelda  termed  them*  the  torrets,  had  already 
quitted  the  camp ;  while  the  one  which  had  set  oat 
first  and  still  kept  arhead,  had  arrived  within  so  short 
a  distance  of  the  besieged  place,  that  the  persons  of 
the  soldiers  who  composed  its  ranks,  were  distinetly 
visible  to  the  spectators  on  the  walls :  a  young  ( 
of  distinguished  mien  was  seen  walking  at  its  I 
the  Prefect  noticed  him,  and  exclaimed,  *'  By  the 
gods  of  my  fathers,  there  is  that  young  reprobate 
Calpurnius  Piso  again,  as  usual.  He  always  pats 
himself  more  forward  than  any  body  else ;  he  is  the 
bitterest  enemy  I  have ;"  and  turning  to  ThosneUa, 
be  added,  ^*  mark  him  well,  my  fair  friend,  —  mark 
him  well,  I  say ;  I  believe  you  have  seen  him  be- 
fore ;  but  you  will  not  often  see  him  again.  I  have 
him  at  last^  I  hope,  and  if  he  slips  through  my 
fingers  I  am  a  dunce.'' 

"  Oh  mercy  !"  cried  the  damsel ;  ^'  have  aaicy 
on  the  poor  youth,  I  beseech  you,  oh  most  ezoellent 
Infect!"  This  entreaty  was,  however,  only  the 
result  of  her  surprise,  for  she  presently  leooUeeled 
that  her  beloved  was  in  no  gireat  -danger  Ctom  the 
vain^glorious  threats  and  boastings  of  his  adMnuy. 
Changing  her  tone  of  supplication,  Ihorafim^  to  we 
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of  haaghtiness^  she  resentfully  exclaimed,  *^  Piso  is 
brave ! — what  does  he  care  for  you? — Piso  is  a  brave 
mao^  I  say, — he  will  laugh  at  your  threats.  Thanks 
to  the  gods,  he  is  not  in  your  power ; — what  does  he 
care  for  you?" 

Just  as  she  finished  this  sensible  speech,  the  vari- 
ous columns  of  the  assailants  drew  up  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  walls.  Certain  evolutions  then 
took  place  amongst  them,  and  the  battering-ram  was 
brought  forward  from  the  rear.  The  Prsefect  watched 
its  progress  with  such  engrossing  interest,  that  he 
forgot  every  thing  else,  and  conversed  with  his  com- 
panion, or  at  least  muttered  within  her  hearing  in  his 
ordinary  way  as  follows : 

*'  It  is  a  formidable  ram,  that,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged. There  are  two  great  beams,  I  see;  both 
nearly  of  the  same  length ;  the  lower  one,  —  which^ 
however,  is  perhaps  rather  the  longest  of  the  two, — 
being  suspended  from  the  upper  by  several  short, 
strong  ropes,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  it  to  swing 
easily  from  side  to  side,  while  its  companion  is  sup- 
ported on  a  couple  of  transverse  poles,  of  no  great 
length,  but  sufficiently  substantial  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  a  complicated  machine." 

'*  It  must  be  a  hundred  feet  long  at  least,"  said 
Laurentia  Ogpilnia,  joining  in  the  discourse. 
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''  Indeed/'  said  the  Pnefect,  *'  I  skosld  not  sup- 
poM  it  could  be  much  less.  You  have  as  aeconite 
eye,  Lanrentia." 

''And  the  greater  its  leng^,  the  stronger  its 
blow  V*  added  the  lady,  interrogatively. 

**  Such  is  supposed  to  be  the  case/'  replied  her 
husband,  ''  for  which  reason  it  is  that  our  machinists 
make  them  so  much  longer  now  than  formerly. 
Sixty  feet  was,  at  one  time,  considered  a  great 
length.  Mark  Antony,  the  Trinrnvir,  was  ^  first 
who  extended  them  to  eighty." 

''  Look  !*'  said  Laurentia,  "  they  are  ooaiog 
on. 

"  They  are  manning  the  vinea,*'  added  the  Pro* 
feet 

"  And  now,"  continued  the  lady,  **  they  are  putting 
it  over  the  ram : — there ! — see, — ^it  is  nearly  covered 
up. 

''  Yes,  I  see  plainly  enough/'  replied  the  Prefect. 
*'  It  is  very  awkward  for  us ;  the  bearers  are  pro- 
tected from  our  missiles  at  once/' 

''Stuff!"  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia.  "Who 
for  such  protection  as  that?  Why,  it  is 
after  all^  but  a  light  shed,  made  of  hardies  and 
wicker-work :  we  shall  demolish  it  in  the  twiDUnig 
of  an  eve." 
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''I  am  afraid  not/*  answered  her  husband ;  ''  it  is 
stronger  than  yon  think ;  the  hurdles  and  wicker- 
work  are  only  the  external  covering ;  there  are  more 
sabstantial  materials  underneath." 

''  Never  mind/'  said  the  heroine ;  "  we  shall  break 
through  them  nevertheless.  The  Marseillian  darts 
will  do  the  business ;  no  vinea  in  the*  world  could 
resist  such  monsters  of  missiles  as  those." 

''  EheuT  ejaculated  the  Prsefect;  ''would  that  I 
had  laid  in  a  good  stock  of  them  from  the  first !" 

''A  good  stock  !"  repeated  the  dame,  in  a  tone  of 
astonishment ;  **  hey  day  !  what  do  you  mean  ?  Is 
it  possible,  Vitalianus,  that  your  stock  is  running 
short?" 

**  More  than  short,  I  fear ;  alas,  Laurentia,  it  has 
been  exhausted  for  the  last  three  days !" 

•'What  do  I  hearr  exclaimed  the  matron;  "O 
miserable  me !  what  will  become  of  us  all  I  *  JSheu  /' 
indeed  !  —  well  may  you  cry  *  eheu  /'  at  that  rate. 
We  may  as  well  surrender  at  once." 

**  Peace !"  <3ried  the  Prefect ;  *'  do  not  worry  me ; 
an  interesting  crisis  is  at  hand." 

And  so  it  seemed ;  for  the  battering-ram,  borne  by 
an  immense  number  of  men,  and  covered  with  the 
vinea,  was  seen  approaching  rapidly  towards  the  walls; 
another  moment,  and  there  was  a  crash  which  sounded 
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like  thunder,  and  which  shook  the  whole  yast  fortress 
from  its  summit  to  its  base. 

'^  We  are  lost !"  cried  Laurentia  Ofi^aliiia,  "  rained, 
— destroyed, — done  up  utterly,  for  evermore !" 

'' Things  look  unpromisiQg,  it  must  be  owned/' 
said  her  husband.  ''Still,  I  trust  our  case  k  not 
altogether  so  desperate  as  you  suppose." 

The  ram  was  now  withdrawn  to  a  little  distance, 
and  again  brought  forward  as  before.  Presently 
afterw^ds  there  was  a  second  shook,  scarcely  less 
formidable  than  the  first  Then  looking  down  from 
the  battlements,  the  Prsfect  percrived  a  somU  dond 
of  white  dust  gradually  ascending  from  that  part  of 
the  wall  against  which  the  engine  had  been  struck. 

'^  This  must  not  be,"  said  he,  as  he  arose ;  **  the 
wall  cannot  sustain  many  repetitions  of  such  shocks  as 
those." 

"  Discharge  the  balistsD,"  said  his  wife.  "  Huil 
down  st6nes  upon  them  in  abundance.'* 

''That  shall  be  tried,"  replied  the  Prsefect :  <'  but 
I  fear  it  will  not  do ;  the  steep  roof  of  the  Tinea  will 
ward  them  ofi^." 

Here  Vibius  Poppius  came  forward,  bowing  and 
scraping  as  was  his  wont. 

''  Well,''  said  Vitalianus  to  him,  ''  what  Uve  jw 
to  say  V* 
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The  swell  gesticulated  in  the  most  extraordinary 
stjie.  '*  Will  our  lord  and  god  condescend  to  lend 
jne  his  ear  privately?"  replied  he  in  a  whisper. 

^'  Do  not  be  a  fool^  man/'  answered  the  Prefect ; 
''  speak  ont  openly  at  once." 

The  dandy  was  agitated  alt  over  from  head  to  foot. 

''  What  is  all  this  abont  ?"  said  the  great  man, 
impatiently.  ''Are  yon  tongne-tiedy  or  bereft  of 
your  wits  ?" 

'^  Neither,  so  please  you/'  replied  \lbius  Puppius, 
"but,  —  but,  —  the  ladies,  —  the  ladies/'  and  he 
pointed  significantly  towards  Laurentia  Ogulnia  and 
Thusnelda  as  he  spoke. 

''  Well,  and  what  of  the  ladies  ?"  said  Vitalianus. 
''What  can  you  have  got  to  say  that  yon  cannot 
speak  in  their  presenee,  as  well  as  in  mine,  you  sim- 
pleton ?" 

"  I — I/'  said  Vibius  Puppins,  hesitating,  '*  I  have 
got  something  to  suggest,  —  something  for  the  relief 
of  the  fortress,  —  a  good  plan,  I  think,  — something 
very  feasible  indeed, — ^if  our  lord  and  god  would  but 
listen  to  what  I  say." 

''  Dolt !"  cried  the  celestial  personage,  "  speak 
out!  What  do  you  mean?  What  do  you  stand 
hunmung  and  hawing  about,  in  that  way  V* 

**  I  will  speak,"  answered  the  modest  man,  ''  it  is 
l2 
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my  wish  to  do  so,  —  very  particularly  indeed,  —  I 
will  speak  immediately,  —  our  lord  and  god  may  de- 
pend upon  my  doing  so  without  delay,  —  I  ha?e  a 
good  plan  to  suggest." 

*'  Out  with  it  then  !*'  roared  the  Pnefect.  ''  Out 
with  it  this  instant ;  we  have  no  time  to  waste." 

"  No  more  we  have/'  said  the  puppy.  ''  Our  lord 
and  god  speaks  like  a  wise  man ;  there  is  but  one 
thing  that  can  save  us,— nothing  eke." 

"Idiot!  coxcomb!  dunderpate!"  vociferated  the 
great  man,  stamping  on  the  ground,  and  shakmg  his 
fists. 

''  I  will  speak  —  I  will  —  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is ; 
— but  the  ladies ; — there  are  rules  of  decorum  which 
one  must  not  overstep." 

''This  is  extraordinary,"  said  Vitalianns.  "Why, 
what  can  you  possibly  have  to  suggest  of  an  inddicate 
nature  for  the  defence  of  a  fortified  place  ?" 

Vibius  Puppius  drew  near  his  **  lord  and  god," 
and  whispered  him  in  the  ear.  "The  stinkpots," 
said  he,  with  an  air  of  mystery,  ''those  are  the 
things :  but  the  name  is  so  indelicate  I  could  scarcely 
bring  it  out." 

"Ha!  ha!  that  is  all,  is  it?"  cried  the  Prsefect; 
''out  upon  you  for  an  ape!"  and  turning  to  his  wife, 
^'it  is  the  stinkpots,"  said  he,  in  a  load  voice,  "it is 
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the  stinkpots  which  he  recommends,  and  makes  so 
much  fuss  about.  What  do  you  say  ?  shall  we  try 
them,  or  not?" 

''  By  all  means/'  replied  the  lady.  *'  It  is  a  good 
suggestion ;  let  them  be  tried  at  once." 

'^  They  shall/*  answered  her  husband,  *'  though  I 
must  say  I  do  not  hope  much  from  the  plan." 

Then  addressing  himself  to  the  swell,  ''Vibius 
Pnppius/'  said  he,  **  this  plan  is  yours,  and  you  must 
assist  in  the  execution  of  it ;  go,  therefore,  and  bring 
hither  all  the  stinkpots  that  can  be  collected  in  the 
place." 

"  I  will/'  replied  Vibius  Puppius,  *'  I  will  go  in- 
stantly. Before  doing  so,  however,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  apologise  to  the  ladies  for  the  indelicacy  of 
the  act."  And  running  up  to  them  accordingly,  **  Oh 
beautiful  Laurentia, —  and  you  too,  amiable  Thus- 
nelda,"  said  he,  **  I  implore  you  to  pardon  me  for 
recommending  the  use  of  things,  the  very  name  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  mention  with  propriety,  in 
your  divine  presence.  The  offence  is  enormous,  but 
your  mercy  is  infinite  as  well." 

'^  Nonsense,  man !"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  '^  who 
objects  to  the  name  of  a  stinkpot?  Do  not  stand 
prating  here,  therefore,  but  execute  the  orders  you 
have  received." 
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"I  am  off/'  said  the  scrnpiiloiis  youth;  and  he 
was  gone  accordingly. 

Meanwhile  the  ram  still  kept  thundering  against 
the  walls  with  no  less  yehemence  than  before ;  and  at 
every  repetition  of  the  blow,  the  whole  fabric  shook 
from  top  to  bottom.  It  soon  also  became  oTident 
that  several  of  the  stones  were  beginning  to  he 
loosened  and  dislodged. 

The  PrsBfect  looked  on  moodily^  in  silence.  It 
was  not  long,  however,  ere  his  meditations  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  return  of  Yibins  Pnppins,  who  nuula 
his  appearance  on  the  ramparts,  followed  by  a  long 
train  of  men  each  bearing  on  his  back  an  earthen* 
ware  vessel  of  considerable  sine,  and  apparency 
some  weight.  These  were  deposited  on  the  ground. 
Then  coming  forward  with  an  air  of  dignity, ''  Health 
to  oar  lord  and  god !"  said  Yibins  Puppins,  **  bis 
orders  are  obeyed.  Here  are  the  things  which  lie 
commanded  me  to  fetch,  but  which  I  cannot  name 
with  decency." 

"That's  right,''  said  LaurentiaOgnlnia.  "You 
have  done  your  duty,  Puppius ;  they  are  weU-filled 
stinkpots,  I  can  see."  And  as  she  spoke  thus,  she 
pried  into  them  so  closely,  as  to  bedaub  heraelf  with 
their  contents. 

Basilides  was  employed  in  the  same  way.    Tknml* 
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ing  bis  hand  into  one  of  the  jars,  he  drew  it  out 
again  covered  all  over  with  a  black,  slimy,  oleaginous 
paste.  ''  Hif  hi  ham  not  mistaken/'  said  he»  in  his 
peculiar  dialect,  ^*  this  stuff  is  a  compound  of  boil 
and  tar,  with  perhaps  a  certain  haddition  of  feathers. 
Hit  has  no  very  powerful  smell  at  present,  but  no 
doubt  will  be  suflSciently  orrible  when  hit  his  bin- 
flamed." 

«' It  will/'  said  the  PrsBfect,  ''now,  then,  let  us 
set  one  of  them  on  fire,  and  pitch  it  over  the  ram- 
parts." 

A  light  being  brought  accordingly,  Vibius  Puppius 
applied  it  with  his  own  hand  to  the  contents  of  one  of 
the  jars,  which  immediately  ignited,  and  burnt  with  a 
dull,  dusky,  flickering  flame,  which  nevertheless 
seemed  too  tenacious  to  be  easily  smothered  or  put 
out  At  the  same  time,  a  most  unpleasant  odour  be« 
came  perceptible  to  all  present 

**  Over  with  it !"  cried  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  holding 
her  nose,  **  faugh  !  it  is  an  intolerable  stench." 

"Stay!"  said  Vitalianus.  ''Wait  an  instant 
Place  the  vessel  on  the  edge  of  the  parapet,  but  do 
not  shove  it  off  till  I  give  you  a  sign.  'We  must 
watch  our  opportunity,  or  we  shall  do  no  good." 

Vibius  Puppius  and  an  assistant  raised  the  jar,  aud 
disposed  of  it  as  they  were  bid.    The  Prsofect  then 
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looking  downwards,  perceived  that  the  besiq;eni 
having  withdrawn  the  ram  to  a  little  distance,  as  they 
had  often  done  before,  were  again  in  the  act  of 
advancing  to  the  assault.  ''  This  will  do/*  mattered 
he,  "  this  will  serve  our  turn  ;  but  stay,  stay, — they 
must  get  a  little  nearer  yet.  Now  for  it,"  added  he, 
suddenly  raising  his  voice,  "  down  with  it,  Puppius ! 
— ^it  will  just  fall  in  their  path." 

''  Huzza !"  shouted  Puppius ;  and  the  vessel  with 
the  unsavory  name  was  precipitated  from  the  battle- 
ments. 

A  faint  crash  was  heard.  ''It  has  burst  as  it 
ought  to  do !"  exclaimed  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  clapping 
her  hands,  '^  they  will  all  be  suffocated  to  a  man." 

**  It  has  fallen  in  the  right  place  at  any  rate,'*  said 
Puppius,  glorying  in  the  accuracy  of  his  aim.  '*  Its 
contents,  too,  lie  scattered  about  so  widely,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  avoid  treading  in 
them  as  they  approach." 

''And  ere  they  come  halready,"  said  JBasilides, 
"  right  through  the  very  middle  of  the  filth ;  I  would 
not  hexcbange  places  with  them  for  the  world." 

"Nor  I  either,"  rejoined  Yibius  Puppius;  *'for 
besides  being  half  suffocated,  I  should  stand  a  gtM>d 
chance  of  having  my  legs  burnt,  into  the  bargain.  The 
combustibles,  as  you  may  perceive,  lie  burning  on  the 
ground  famously,  unextinguished  by  the  fall.'' 
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And  80  they  did,  formiog,  as  it  were,  several  small 
pools  of  fire,  in  the  very  track  of  the  battering-ram ; 
the  bearers  of  which  were,  however,  probably  more 
annoyed  by  the  effluvium  than  by  the  heat,  for  no 
small  number  of  them  were,  ere  long,  actually  seen  to 
stagger  under  its  influence,  and  fall  fainting  to  the 
ground.  The  Praefect,  perceiving  this,  endeavoured 
to  improve  the  advantage  by  causing  several  more  of 
the  same  unpleasant  missiles  to  be  discharged ;  none 
of  which  wholly  failed  of. effect;  nevertheless,  an- 
noyed as  they  were,  the  assailants  did  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  deterred  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
enterprise;  the  blows  of  the  battering-ram  were 
scarcely  on  the  whole  less  frequent  than  before,  or 
their  effects  less  formidable  to  the  security  of  the 
place. 

"Your  project  has  failed,  Puppius,"  said  the 
Prsefect ;  ''  the  rebels  still  batter  us  with  as  much 
vigour  as  at  first." 

Vibius  Puppius  reluctantly  admitted  the  fact,  and 
Laurentia  Ogulnia  sighed  deeply. 

*'  However,"  muttered  the  Prssfect,  "  we  must  not 
despair;  we  still  have  a  resource."  Then,  raising 
his  voice,  '*  bring  forward  the  great  engine  with  the 
arm,'*  said  he,  "  and  fix  it  on  the  ramparts." 

" Eh ?— my  Vitalianus,  what  is  that?''  asked  his: 
wife,  anxiously. 
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''Wby  should  you  ask!"  replied  tbe  great  flum ; 
*'  you  will  see  presently." 

Here  a  lond,  rattling,  rumbling  sound  was  Iieaid  at 
some  little  distance,  within  the  interior  of  the  for* 
tress. 

''It  is  on  the  move/'  said  the  Prasfect.  "They 
have  lost  no  time." 

''  Strange !"  muttered  the  ladyy  <'  what  can  it  be? 
I  have  not  heard  of  it  before." 

The  sound  grew  louder.  In  a  few  seconds  more, 
a  considerable  body  of  men  made  their  appearanee, 
dragging  forward  a  machine  of  vast  size,  and  extra- 
ordinary shape,  the  distinguishing  feature  irf*  which 
was  a  huge  arm  projecting  from  its  side.  This  en- 
gine was  brought,  with  difficulty,  to  the  verge  of  the 
ramparts,  and  there  made  fast.  The  arm  was  then 
seen  swinging  over  the  wall,  much  in  the  manner  <»f  a 
crane  appended  to  the  doorway  of  a  modem  ware- 
house. 

**  Well/'  said  Laurentia  Ognlnia,  *'  this  is  some- 
thing new,  at  any  rate." 

"Yes,"  replied  her  husband, ''  as  new  as  the  siege 
of  Syracuse ;  Archimedes  is  at  least  well  known  to 
have  invented  something  of  the  sort" 

"  Oh !"  said  the  lady,  "  I  recollect  But  anr^y," 
added  she,  **  this  machine  of  yours  cannot  be  intended 
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for  thd  same  purpose ;  for  if  I  do  not  mistake,  the 
engines  of  Archimedes  were  employed  to  capsize 
ships,  or  lift  them  oat  of  the  water,  and  there  are 
none  here  to  be  treated  in  that  way." 

"  Very  trlie/'  said  the  PrsBfect,  *'  that  makes  a  dif- 
ference in  the  application ;  nevertheless,  the  princi- 
ple is  the  same  in  both.  The  one  you  see  here,  how- 
ever, rather  resembles  that  which  was  employed  by 
oar  countrymen  Lupercus  and  Rufus,  in  the  defence 
of  the  Old  Camp  against  the  Germans,  and  which  is 
said  to  have  terrified  those  barbarians  beyond  all  the 
other  ingenious  practices  of  the  besieged."  Then, 
advancing  a  few  steps  towards  the  machine,  and  ad- 
dressing the  eogioeers,  who  were  still  employed  in 
setting  it  to  rights,  **  Be  quick^'  said  he,  *'  and  set  it 
to  work.  It  is  some  little  time  since  it  was  employed 
last,  but,  I  trust,  it  is  not  the  less  likely  to  be  e£S- 
cacious  on  account  of  its  temporary  disuse." 

The  men  assured  him  that  it  was  in  good  order 
still,  and  would  be  ready  in  an  instant.  ''That  is 
well,"  cried  he ;  and  rubbing  his  hands,  "  Laurentia, 
my  sweet  girl,"  said  he,  ''  we  shall  soon  see  some  ex- 
cellent sport,  you  may  depend  upon  it.  This  engine 
is  one  of  the  most  amusing  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  mankind." 

''  Glorious !"  exclaimed  the  fascinating  female ; 
and  she  chuckled  in  her  glee. 
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The  maeUoe  was  now  dedared  to  be  in  leadioen ; 
whereapon  the  Praefect,  looking  down  from  the  bst- 
tiementfly  perceived  that  the  battering  ram  was  in  the 
act  of  approaching  the  walls,  attended  by  a  vast  con- 
coime  of  persons,  some  of  whom  were,  as  befiDie^ 
sheltered  by  the  vinea,  while  others  were  eoUecied 
roond  it  on  the  outside. 

*'  They  are  grown  bolder  by  impunity/'  muttered 
the  great  man,  "  which  is  just  the  very  thing  forns;'' 
and  nodding  to  the  engineers,  "  lower  the  ann  at 
once/'  said  he,  ''it  will  just  reach  them  now." 

Scarcely  were  the  words  out  of  his  mouth,  when 
the  immense  limb  of  the  engine  descended  with 
incredible  velocity  on  the  thickest  of  the  throng 
beneath. 

Loud  shrieks  were  heard,  and  there  was  a  con- 
fusion amongst  the  mass. 

''There,  there  !  — that  is  it,  — that  will  do,  — up 
with  it ! —  up  with  it  again  this  instant  !'*  Yocifeimied 
the  Praefect ;  "  there  are  several  of  them  canght." 

The  arm  sprung  up  again,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye ;  several  struggling  figures  were  seen  appended  to 
its  point. 

"In  with  it!— in  with  them!"  roared  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, "  be  quick,  or  they  will  tumble  oC" 

The  arm  swung  round  in  the  air, — turned  back, — 
aiid  threw  five  men  bodily  on  the  ramparts. 
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Poor  of  tbeniy  who  seemed  to  be  common  legion- 
aries, were,  apparently  little,  if  at  all  injured  by  their 
fall ;  they  were  on  their  feet  again  in  an  instant.  The 
fifth,  however,  whose  apparel  indicated  him  to  be  a 
person  of  some  rank,  still  remained  prostrate  on  the  "" 
stones,  with  his  face  downwards.  ''  Pinion  the  arms 
of  those  four  immediately,"  said  the  Prsefect,  '^  and 
look  to  that  fellow  on  the  ground, — lift  him  up,  and 
see  whether  he  is  dead/' 

Here  the  man  on  the  ground  uttered  a  deep  grunt, 
followed  by  a  strange,  indescribable  sort  of  a  babble, 
which  was  increased  fearfully  when  the  men  attempt- 
ed to  examine  him,  and  set  him  on  his  feet. 

'*  What  is  the  matter  with  him?''  said  the  Praefect. 
''Are  his  limbs  broken,  or  does  he  bleed  at  the 
mouth?" 

''  Neither,  we  believe,"  replied  the  men  employed 
in  the  examination,  ''  but  we  can  scarcely  see,— he 
will  not  let  us  uncover  his  face." 

The  babbling  sound  was  reiterated. 

''  Fools !"  roared  the  great  man,  ''  pull  off  his 
mantle  at  once." 

The  men  used  force  to  effect  their  purpose.  ''  Urrb, 
urrh,  urrh,"  said  the  prisoner,  as  he  resisted  them, 
"  do  not  pull  me  so  hard ; — urrh, — I  will  yield — 
urrh,  urrh, — I  will  yield  myself  up, — urrh, — I  am 
your  prisoner, — it  is  useless  to  resist, — ugh !" 
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It  is/'  said  the  Prsefect,  "  yoa  say  right ;"  and 
tnroing  to  his  wife^  ''come  here,  my  Laarentiay'' 
added,  he,  ^'  and  see  who  we  have  caughf* 

The  lady  ran  up  to  him,  clapping  her  hands  in  a 
tnmalt  of  delight.  ''  I  see, — I  see  already/'  she 
exclaimed,  ''  it  is  Balbus  BIsbsus  himself." 

'*  He,  and  no  other,"  answered  her  husband ;  '*  the 
Tillain  is  in  oar  power.  Thanks  to  the  gods,  we  shall 
be  revenged.'' 

'*  Urrh,  urrh,"  said  the  advocate,  dropping  on  his 
knee,  *'  be  merciful,  I  beseech  you,  oh  most  excellent 
Prefect, — urrh«  urrh, — ^you  have  knocked  out  my 
teeth,  and  pinched  off  my  finger  already, — do  not 
murder  me  outright, — ^ugh  !" 

At  this  interesting  juncture,  Basilides,  who  had 
been  looking  over  the  battlements,  exclaimed,  in  a 
loud  voice  that, ''  the  henemy  was  hagain  coming  hon 
to  the  hassault  with  the  battering-ram,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  hexcellent  bopportunity  to  let  down  the 
harm  upon  their  eads,  and  oist  some  of  them  hnp." 

''Would  it?"  said  ViUlianus,  "  then  it  shall  not  be 
neglected,  you  may  depend  upon  it,"  and,  forgettuig 
his  revenge  upon  the  stammerer,  he  hastened  to  the 
verge  of  the  battlements,  and  looked  over  them 
himself. 

"Yes,"  said  he, after  a  brief  examinatioDj  "it  b 
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even  as  you  say,  *'  they  are  coming  against  ns  as 
before,  thongh  somewhat  more  cantionsly,  and  I  think 
we  may  manage  to  annoy  them  a  little  daring  their 
attack."  Then,  tarning  to  the  engineers,  **  have  the 
machines  in  readiness/'  said  he,  ''  bat  do  not  let  it 
be  seen  till  I  give  yoa  the  word ; — we  must  take 
them  by  surprise,  or  we  shall  do  nothing." 

The  assailants  were  now  seen  coming  forward 
steadily,  with  the  battering-ram,  and  though  most  of 
them  were  sheltered  by  the  vinea,  some  few  were 
still  daring  enough  to  remain  on  the  outside. — 
Amongst  these,  too,  appeared  to  be  several  of  the 
chief  officers,  who  were,  probably,  anxious  to  set  an 
example  of  courage  to  the  rest.  The  most  conspicuous 
of  the  whole  was  a  young  man,  of  a  dignified  presence, 
tall,  slender,  and  remarkable  for  an  air  of  boldness 
almost  amounting  to  audacity  ;^t  was  Calpurnius 
Piso  himself. 

The  PrsBfect  noted  him,  and  exclaimed,  '*  Ay,  there 
he  is  again, — the  same  young  villain  who  has  so  often 
crossed  me  before ;  but  his  time  is  come,  I  hope,  at 
last ;"  and  calling  to  the  men  at  the  engine,  ''  Now 
set  it  at  work,"  said  he,  "  be  quick,  and  it  will  just 
reach  them  in  time." 

A  creaking,  rattling,  sound  was  heard ;  the  vast 
arm  shot  forward,  and  hung  suspended  in  the  ain 
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"  Excellent !"  cried  the  Prafect,  <'  it  is  just  om 
his  head ;"  and  pointing  to  the  young  oflBcer  below, 
**  there  he  is/'  said  he»  **  that  is  your  man,  have  at 
him  at  once !" 

The  men  began  to  work  the  engine  as  before. 
Somethings  however,  was  the  matter  with  the  machi- 
nery, in  consequence  of  which  there  was  a  temporary 
delay.  The  great  man  fumed  with  impatience;  he 
was  irritated,  anS  exclaimed,  **  Bunglers! — what  are 
you  about  ?  —  down  with  it  this  instant !  —  be  will 
look  up  presently,  and  the  opportunity  will  be  lost" 

The  diflSculty  was  overcome ;  the  machinery  was 
set  to  rights,  and  the  immense  arm  stooped  down- 
wards in  profound  silence.  Piso  was  exactly  undec^ 
neath ;  his  eyes  were  reverted,  for  he  was  watchii^ 
the  progress  of  the  battering-ram.  He  had  looked 
up  only  a  few  moments  before,  but  the  arm  of  the  en- 
gine not  having  then  made  its  appearance,  he  did  not 
calculate  upon  its  being  thrust  forward  again  so  and* 
denly,  and  still  deemed  himself  safe.  His  fiite, 
therefore,  seemed  inevitable.  The  hand  of  the  arm 
(for  such  its  termination  might  be  called)  was,  in 
fact,  within  a  few  inches  of  his  head,  and  on  the 
point  of  clawing  him  up.  Another  instant,  and  he 
would  have  been  grasped.  Just,  however,  at  the 
critical  moment,  a  wild  shriek  burst  forth  from  i 
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body  on  the  battlements ;  it  was  the  voice  of  a  fe- 
male, shrill  as  the  ''  whistle  of  the  goss-hawk/'  bat 
of  astounding  strength.  He  started  to  one  side, — 
tamed  round  —  looked  up  —  and  saw  the  immense 
hand  of  the  engine  waving  over  him  in  the  air.  He 
had  avoided  its  first  plunge  by  his  involuntary  start. 
Still  his  peril  scarcely  seemed  less  imminent,  for  it 
followed  him  as  he  moved.  He  bounded  away  to 
the  distance  of  some  yards,  but  he  was  not  beyond 
its  reach.  It  shot  out  after  him  with  the  velocity  of 
a  thunderbolt.  Meanwhile  the  voice  of  the  Prsefect 
was  heard  vociferating  from  the  walls,  *^  give  it  more 
length  ! — widen  its  sweep ! — there,  there ! — he  can- 
not escape  it  now. — Glorious,  glorious  ! — we  have 
caught  him  at  last !'' 

And  in  fact,  just  as  these  words  were  spoken,  the 
huge  claw  had  grasped  hold  of  the  upper  part  of  his 
garment,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lift  him  off  his  feet, 
and  raise  him  to  the  height  of  some  yards  in  the  air. 

''  Up  with  him !"  roared  the  Prsefect  from  the 
walls,  ^'  up  with  him,  and  he  is  ours.'' 

Piso  hung  dangling  at  the  extreme  point  of  the 
arm ;  and  the  shrieks  were  reiterated  from  the  ram- 
parts. 

"  Silence  that  girl !"  cried  the  Praefect.  '*  She 
has  half  ruined  us  already ;  it  was  she  who  gave 
warning  to  him  at  first." 
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Thusnelda  was  harried  from  the  walls  between 
two  strong  troopers. 

The  engine  began  to  move ;  a  rattling  sound  was 
heard,  and  the  arm  sprang  upwards  with  a  jerk. 

"  Monstrous !''  exclaimed  the  Prsfect  ''  It  is 
coming  up  without  him,  after  all." 

And  so  it  was.  Piso  had  tumbled  off;  be  was 
sprawling  on  the  ground,  face  downwards.  His  gar- 
ments had  been  grasped^  but  not  his  flesh ;  the  jeik 
extricated  him  by  the  dismemberment  of  his  tunic 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


THE  CATASTROPHE. 


The  day  was  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

*'  It  is  getting  late/'  said  the  commander  of  the 
fortress,  ''  they  have  been  battering  us  incessantly 
for  the  last  six  hoars.  The  walls  must^  however,  be 
stronger  than  I  thought,  for  no  breach  worth  speak- 
ing of  has  been  effected,  after  all.*' 

*^  So  much  the  better  for  us/'  replied  his  affec- 
tionate spouse,  *'  but  sarely,  my  Vitalianus,  you  do 
not  think  they  will  go  on  hammering  away,  in  the 
same  manner,  all  night  long?" 

"  I  should  think  not,''  said  the  other  ;  **  they  must 
be  pretty  well  tired  out  by  this  time,  besides  which, 
such  operations  as  theirs  cannot  be  carried  on  very 
conveniently  in  the  dark.  They  will  probably  retire 
presently,  and  give  us  a  respite  till  to-morrow." 

"  Perhaps  so,**  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia ;  "  but  if 
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the  darkness  is  an  obstacle,  you  should  remember 
that  it  will  soon  be  removed ; — the  moon  is  nearly  at 
the  full/' 

**  It  is,"  answered  the  Prsefect,  "  I  have  not  for- 
gotten that ;  bat  I  scarcely  think  they  will  take  ad- 
vaatage  of  it.  Nevertheless  we  will  be  prepared  ; 
they  shall  not  take  us  by  surprise.** 

Just  as  he  spoke  thus,  demonstrations  were  made 
on  the  part  of  the  besiegers,  from  which  it  became 
evident  that  they  were  actually  on  the  point  of  re- 
tirinj^  within  their  own  intrenchments ;  probably  for 
the  night. 

^'  They  are  going/'  said  Laurentia  Ognlnia,  **  if 
my  eyes  do  not  deceive  me,  they  are  carrying  off  the 
battering-ram." 

''  They  are,"  replied  her  husband ;  '*  there  it  goes, 
— and  may  the  plagues  go  with  it ! — it  has  harassed 
us  enough  already." 

*'  EugeptBT  exclaimed  the  lady,  "  we  are  safe! — 
we  are  free ! — thanks  to  the  gods  we  may  now  have 
supper." 

**  Supper !"  repeated  the  Praefect  in  a  melancholy 
voice.  "  EheUt  my  Laurentia,  what  have  we  to 
eat?" 

''  Little  enough,  to  be  sure,"  answered  the  otiier. 
**  There  are  still,  however,  some  remnants  of  a  pair 
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of  oaligtB,  which  I  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers  to  take 
off  his  feet  this  morning; — he  now  goes  barefoot." 

"  Well/'  said  Vitalianus;  "  a  little  is  better  than 
nothing ;  we  will  go  in»  therefore,  and  take  a  mouth- 
fnl  of  the  caligtB  at  once.  But  I  trust,  Laurentia, 
you  have  ordered  them  to  be  well  boiled ;  they  are 
wretchedly  tough  when  underdone;  those  which  I 
ate  last  night  were  so  tough  that  they  disagreed  with 
me,  and  gave  me  an  incubus." 

They  now  hastened  into  the  Prsetorium  and  sat 
down  to  their  meal,  which,  notwithstanding  its  fru- 
gality, was  partaken  of  with  considerable  zest,  and 
an  outrageous  appetite.  Meanwhile,  moreover,  they 
indulged  themselves  pretty  freely  in  those  potations 
which  habit  had  rendered  necessary,  and  which  cer- 
tainly were  not  the  less  desirable  on  account  of  the 
meagreness  of  their  fare  in  other  respects,  or  the 
circumstance  of  the  wine  being  the  only  genuine, 
palatable,  and  nourishing  commodity  within  their 
reach ;  their  stock  thereof  having  fortunately  been 
more  ample  than  that  of  their  more  substantial  food. 
It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  while  they  were  en- 
gaged in  an  occupation  so  peculiarly  to  their  taste, 
they  should  not  have  observed  the  lapse  of  time  with: 
the  accuracy  which  might  ha?e  been  desirable  under 
the  circumstances,  and  consistent    with  the   high 
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diaracter  for  yigilanoe  which  they  had  hitherto 
maintained  ia  the  military  world.  Neither  shodd  it 
be  a  subject  of  surprise,  that  they  were  not  only 
alarmed,  bat  impressed  with  a  sense  of  shame  at  their 
own  remissness,  when  they  were  interrnpted  in  the 
midst  of  their  jollity,  by  a  tremendous  and  appalling 
nproar,  which  burst  forth  suddenly,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance, in  their  close  vicinity,  though  where,  ihej 
could  not  tell.  They  started  to  their  seats,  and  upset 
the  supper-table  in  an  instant. 

''  Fool  that  I  am  !''  said  the  Prsefect  in  the  midst 
of  the  crash,  ^'  what  am  I  about  ?  I  have  nq^leeted 
my  duties  as  a  general,  to  perform  the  functions  of  a 
wioe^bibber,  and  the  loss  of  the  fortress  may  be  Ae 
(sonsequenee." 

''  WeU,  well,  and  if  it  is  so,"  said  Laurentia  Ogoi- 
nia,  with  a  maudlin  look, ''  what  is  the  use  of  making 
a  stir  about  it?  The  mischief  is  done  already,  and 
there  is  no  help  for  it  Assist  me,  therefore,  to  lift 
up  the  table,  and  we  will  have  another  cup  or  two 
before  we  die." 

Here  the  uproar  became  more  tremendous  &an 

evor;  it  was  apparently  on  the  outside  of  the  Ptm- 

torium,  but  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.    «<  The 

enemy  P'  shouted  Yitalianus,  **  the  enemy  are  i 

us,  and  we  are  lost.** 
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So  sayiogy  he  rashed  out  of  the  tent,  followed  by 
Laarentia  Ogulniai  with  as  much  speed  as  circum- 
stances would  enable  her  to  put  forth.  "  It  is  all 
nonsense/'  muttered  the  latter  as  she  tottered  along^ 
'*  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  enemy,  —  or  any  thing  of 
the  sort.    It  is  a  false  alarm, — nothing  else/' 

The  Preefect  issued  from  the  Praetorium  with  a 
drawn  sword  in  his  hand.  ''  The  enemy !"  repeated 
he,  in  a  voice  of  no  less  energy  than  before.  ''  Cou- 
rage, my  men !"  added  he,  as  he  beheld  the  whole 
space  in  the  centre  of  the  camp  filled  with  an  im- 
mense conoonrse  of  persons,  of  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  whether  the  majority  were  his 
enemies  or  his  friends, — '^  courage,  my  brave  lads ! 
Stand  firm !  make  good  your  g^und !  your  com- 
mander is  at  hand !  He  will  shed  the  last  drop  of 
his  blood  in  your  defence !" 

No  shout  of  enthusiasm  greeted  him  in  reply ;  the 
soldiers  seemed  panic-struck.  Neither  did  there 
s^em  to  be  any  considerable  movement  amongst  the 
throng,  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  the  tumult  of  a 
fight.  Many  of  them,  on  the  contrary,  were  sta- 
tionary; few  actively  moving  about.  Meanwhile, 
however*  the  most  horrid  and  distracting  sounds 
were  heard  on  all  sides,  and  from  all  quarters  at 
once/' 
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^  What  is  the  meanio^  of  all  this  r*  said  the  Pm- 
fect,  in  astonishment,  "  I  see  no  signs  of  the  enemy 
after  all." 

"  The  enem;  !^  said  his  wife,  contemptaonsljy 
"  vah!  vah! — how  should  you? — there  is  no  enemy 
to  see.  A  pretty  sort  of  geese  onr  men  must  be» 
truly,  to  encounter  the  enemy  with  pots  and  kettles, 
and  things  of  that  sort !  They  have  no  other  wea- 
pons, as  you  may  see." 

''Pots  and  kettles — kettles  and  pots," motteied 
the  Preefect,  in  more  astonishment  than  before;  and 
then  looking  round  him,  he  perceived  that  the  sol- 
diers of  the  garrison,  instead  of  being  armed  aa 
usual,  were  actually  provided  with  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  culinary  utensils,  of  various  sorts,  and  that 
the  din  was  occasioned  by  these  implements  bttog 
clashed  violently  one  against  another,  in  different 
parts  of  the  camp.  ''  Papm  /"  exclaimed  he,  '*  are 
they  mad  ?" 

At  this  moment  Basilides  came  bustling  up  to  Un 
from  amongst  the  crowd,  and  whispered  him  in  the 
ear.  ''  Here's  a  display  of  uman  hignorance,"  said  he; 
''  poor  hinfatuated  fools !  who  would  give  credit  to 
such  a  thing  hunless  e  ad  eard  it  with  is  hown  hears, 
and  9een  it  with  is  hown  heyes?  —  the  hidiots !" 

'«  Why  what  is  it?— what  do  yon  mean  ?**  said  the 
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bewildered  Vitalianus,  "  speak,  and  enlighten  me,  I 
am  still  in  the  dark/' 

"  Not  quite,  as  yet,"  replied  the  other,  "  bat  yon 
will  be  presently.  Look  hup  hat  the  eavens  there, 
and  the  matter  will  hexplain  itself  at  once." 

Titalianus  looked  up  at  the  skies.  Then  it  was 
that  he  observed  for  the  first  time  that  the  moon, 
though  still  shining  brightly,  presented  the  shape  of 
a  crescent,  instead  of  the  shape  which  it  assumes 
when  nearly  at  the  full. 

^  Strange !"  muttered  he, ''  is  this  a  prodigy?  or  am 
I  so  much  out  in  my  reckoning  as  to  have  mistaken 
the  Wane  of  the  luminary  for  the  full  V 

''Not  you/'  said  the  Syrian,  overhearing  him,  'Mt 
is  no  herror  of  yours,  nor  a  prodigy  heither ;  hit  his 
honly  an  heclipse.'' 

**  Heu  !"  exclaimed  the  great  functionary,  ''  now 
I  understand  it  ail ;  I  am  an  enlightened  man.  And 
so,''  added  he,  ''  I  suppose  these  besotted  wretches 
are  endeavouring  to  propitiate  the  Goddess  of  the 
Night  by  their  discordant  concert  ?  I  have  heard  of 
such  things  before,  though  I  never  witnessed  them 
till  now." 

''Yes,"  replied  Basilides,  ''that  his  hit.  They 
suppose  she  is  hangry  with  them» '  and  ides  er  face 
in  consequence.    They  are  hendeavonring  therefore 

VOL.  HI.  M 
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to  batoae  fof  tbw  hQffw€i0»^wlwtcnr«r  it  may  1m» — 
by  raisiDg  this  orrible  haproar,-^^lucli  tliej  think 
sh^  Ukes.    Shi9  miMt  w^  i^  bad  tasta^  owever,  if  she 

"  She  iDOftt.  isaMd,"  said  Yitatiaaiiflte  ''  far  so 
hideous  and  abo«miabl#  a  dia  I  aevw  haavd  b^fofe.*' 

Tb^  ^QVpoa  w«a  mw  4a  far  advanaadm  that  ao  part 
of  the  lumiiiaiy  raiaaiaed  visibk^  vitk  the  exioepiiMaf 
a  aarrow  rim  rQwd  its  edg#»  Tbia  oMnonwastioa  of 
their  worst  fears*  augmented  tbe  aonow  of  tba  spaatar 
tors  to  anob  a  pitahi  tbal  tbay  abaadaiied  thair  tioim- 
aababury  LMtrameiiU ;  aad  far  same  tima  a|larvajd% 
sighs,  gproans,  aad  laaiasitatiaaa  weia  alma  bouri 
tbroogb^ut  tba  tbrt  rasa^ 

*'  Orroir  and  datq^  take  paoaasaJQP  af  tbair  soab»" 
said  Basilides ;  ''  they  are  opelesa  of  bappiariny  tbe 
birfitatQd  gaddasa*  Tbey  thraw  aviqp  their  Uastm- 
aieats^  aad  wa«p." 

^ Stat««  Mpanrtitkn!"  swd  the  Pnefeot,  as  be 
€M»teiiipb^»dtbeaa9na;  "  atrwga  that  ia  aa  aaligbt- 
aaad  age  Uka  tkis,  tba  oparatiaaa  af  aalara  aboaU  ha 
m  littta  aadavsiaad.  It  ia  aaw  aavaral  aaatarias 
since  Caius  6allas»  (the  contemporary  of  Paabai 
^AMliuaD^  disaof avad  ttwa  aathad  of  aatcolatiar  ^ 
aatipae;  yettbapqUio  are  aa  batlar  infannad  «t  paa- 
aaftt  thaa  tbay  Mm»  io  tba  dag^  of  BUiianlaa  aad 
Remas/' 
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*'  Not  a  bit/'  replied  the  Syrian ;  ''  hastrohomy  is 
a  dead  letter  to  them  still.  They  have  no  bother 
hidea  of  it  than  that  the  moon  is  the  himage,  or  re- 
presentative of  the  goddess  Phoebe,  as  the  sun  is  oS 
her  brother,  and  that  when  she  is  hout  of  hamoar 
with  them,  she  revenges  erself  by  covering  hup  her 
face  in  this  way.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  that  they 
should  be  halarmed  by  such  a  hindioation  of  er 
wrath,  when  it  is  considered  that  this  same  goddess 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  ole  set,  and  that 
she  possesses  the  most  hextraordinary  hinfluence 
hover  the  haffairs  of  men ;  besides  which,  er  priests 
and  priestesses  ave  long  been  looked  upon  as  the 
oliest  of  their  class,  and  er  temples  are  the  most 
magnificent  in  the  world, — witness,  for  hexample,  the 
one  at  Hephesus.  Nevertheless,  it  is  hunaccount^ 
able  that  they  should  have  bin  vented  so  hinharmo- 
nious  a  method  of  mollifying  er  wrath,  more  espe- 
cially as  she  is  the  sister  of  the  God  of  Music.'' 

''  It  is,"  answered  the  PrsBfect,  "  but  behold  the 
eclipse  is  passing  away;  a  broader  streak  of  light  is 
beginning  to  show  itself  round  the  edge  of  the 
planet." 

'*  Ah,  bah !  so  it  do^s,"  said  Basitides,  *'  and  I  am 
glad  of  it,  hon  haccount  of  these  poor  hignorant 
creatures'  round  about  us.     It  will  hassuage  their 
m2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


244  PISO  AND   THE   PRJBFECT« 

hagonies;"  and  IheOy  as  a  sudden  crash  of  pots  and  ket- 
tles burst  forth  on  all  sides  from  the  crowd,  he  added, 
"  ay,  sure  henough !  there  they  are,  hat  it  again, 
more  hobstreperously  than  hever:  they  think  the 
goddess  is  beginnmg  to  relent,  and  that  they  shall 
bring  things  to  a  satisfactory  hissue  by  continuing 
their  serenade/' 

And  in  effect,  after  greeting  the  offended  deity  for 
some  time  longer  in  the  same  way,  she  so  far  conde- 
scended as  to  reveal  the  whole  of  her  round,  bright, 
jovial  face  to  the  eyes  of  her  delighted  worshippers, 
in  token  (as  it  seemed)  of  her  approval  of  their  tintin- 
nabulary  strains.* 

Scarcely  had  order  been  a  little  restored,  when 
Vibins  Pnppius,  who  had  not  made  his  appearance 
for  some  time  past,  suddenly  came  running  up  to  the 
Prsefect,  with  marks  of  consternation  and  affright. 
"  Hail  to  our  lord  and  god  !"  said  he,  in  a  subdued 
voice ;  ''  let  him  look  to  our  security ;  the  enemy  is 
on  the  move ;  they  are  coming  against  us  in  good 
earnest  now,  at  any  rate/' 

"Papcp/**  exclaimed  the  Praefect,  ''where  have 

*  It  i8  a  curious  coincideoce,  that  the  American  Indians,  on 
their  first  discoyery  by  the  Spaniards,  were  found  to  have  a 
custom  amongst  them  very  similar  to  this  practised  by  the  old 
Romans,  in  the  case  of  an  eclipse. 
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you  been'?  what  have  you  seen  ?    Explain  yourself, 
O  PappiuSy  but  be  brief." 

*'  I  will/'  replied  the  swell;  and  thereupon  he  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a  long  rambling  statement,  inter-' 
spersed  with  encomiums  on  himself,  and  compliments 
to  his  **  lord  and  god/'  the  purport  of  which,  when 
divested  of  its  oratorical  flourishes,  was  apparently 
the  manner  in  which,  for  want  of  something  better 
wherewith  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature,  he  had 
gone  prowling  about  on  the  ramparts,  in  quest  of 
certain  snails,  and  other  insects,  deemed  edible  by  his 
compatriots  in  general,  and  particularly  by  himself. 
This  hunt  after ''  small  deer ''  had  insensibly  conducted 
him  to  that  part  of  the  battlements  situated,  over 
against  the  agger,  or  mound  of  approach ;  and  on 
casting  his  eyes  towards  the  encampment  of  the 
enemy  in  its  vicinity,  he  had  been  struck  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  certain  lights,  glancing  about  in  different 
directions,  and  which,  visible  as  they  were,  had  failed 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  sentinels  on  the  walls, 
for  the  reason,  that  those  sagacious  functionaries 
were,  like  the  rest  of  the  garrison,  busily  employed 
.at  the  time  in  performing  a  concerto  on  pots  and 
kettles,  in  honour  of  the  goddess  of  the  night.  No 
sooner,  therefore,  did  he  perceive  these  signs  of  acti* 
vity  amongst  the  hostile  troops,  than  he  devoted  him« 
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self  to  watobing  their  mofements  still  farther ;  nor 
was  it  long  ere  he  so  far  profited  by  bis  observa* 
tioDS  as  to  beeome  satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  (tboogh 
for  what  reasons  bo  did  not  minutely  speoify),  that  an 
intention  aotoaliy  existed  on  their  part  to  tetara  to  tha 
attack^  and  he  bad  hastened  accordingly  to  apprise 
his  oommander  of  the  interesting  circnmStance,  and 
to  pot  him  on  bis  gnaid* 

On  receiving  this  intelligence»  the  Pira&fect  was 
considerably  moved.  ''It  is  jost  as  I  expected/* 
muttered  he,  *'  I  was  snre  these  rebels  would  not 
neglect  the  opportunity  of  the  eclipse.  They  wonid 
very  naturally  calculate  upon  the  soldiery  being 
thrown  into  confisston  by  theur  superstitious  fears, 
and  invade  us  during  the  panic." 

"Would  theyt"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia ;  <'tbey 
are  somewhat  after  their  time,  then;  the  panic  is 
pretty  well  over  already/' 

'*True/'  replied  her  husband,  ^I  had  forgotten 
that  circumstance.  However,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  reason  for  their  choosing  the  present  time 
for  their  invasion,  we  must  take  measures  to  ciream- 
vent  it  all  the  same."  Then  raising  his  voice,  and 
addressing  the  soldi^,  ^*  Rally,  my  brave  lads,**  cried 
he,  **  the  danger  is  past ;  the  goddess  is  your  fKend 
again ;  you  must  now  prepare  for  an  encounter  with 
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yowr  Mblunttry  eftMiy  «i  beibre^"  Loud  ohde» 
greeted  him  in  reply  (  and  lio  eotttitttttd,  *'  yom  «fe 
yourselves  again,  my  MM ;  I  Aee  that  pll^ly  enough ; 
yon  are  no  longer  dumbfounded)  and  insensible  to 
my  words%    Come,  eeme,  we  shall  d<K" 

'^  Yes/'  said  Laurentia,  interrupting  hifli»  ^*  we 
shall  do  very  well,  I  dars  say,  if  yoa  do  net  «tand 
there  talking  nonsense  tfit  the  enemy  hnve  m«de  th«br 
way  Into  thd  fbrtresiH  and  p«t  half  of  ua  to  death. 
For  ttorcylb  sake,  Vitaliantti,  do  not  he  an  aloquMt 
j«nt  at  present  {  you  should  aat  now,  tiid  makn 
speaehes  after  the  fight/' 

'<f  hat  is  contrary  to  rule,'*  «aid  the  great  miin, 
engerly^  *'  Yon  biow  tety  well)  lAnrentin,  that  it 
is  alwaye  cttstomary  ibr  a  general  to  mtko  apnechae 
to  his  men  before  they  begin  the  fight  $  what  would 
be  ^  use  of  addressing  them  aftennu^  when 
etery  thing  is  at  an  end  X"* 

"  I  do  not  know,**  said  the  lady.  « t  do  know, 
however,  that  there  is  no  time  to  waste  on  such 
things  at  present.  Order  your  men  to  follow  you, 
th^efore,  and  march  op  to  the  lumparts  at  once/' 

"  I  will/'  replied  the  Preefect  (  ^  it  waa  always  my 
design  to  do  so,  from  the  first/'  Then  issuing  his 
orders  to  the  troops,  several  companies  of  infitntry 
were  presently  in  readiness,  and  he  put  himeelf  At 
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tfc^  head,  ''Farewell,  my  Lamentia,"  said  he, 
**  take  good  care  of  yoarself  till  my  return;  dead  or 
alive,  yoa  will  soon  see  me  again." 

<'  Sh  ?  what  V  said  the  Amason, ''  do  you  tiiink  to 
leave  me  in  the  lurch  ?  Cruelman!  Ishallgowith 
yoo  myself." 

The  Prsefect  was  astonished  at  her.  intrepidity; 
neyertheless,  bebg  aware  of  the  strength  of , her 
resolves,  he  made  i|o  nseless  endeavours  to  divert 
her  from  her  awful  purpose.  Bracing  her  target, 
and  flourishing,  her  sword,  she  placed  herself  by  hts 
side  accordingly,  and  the  order  was  issued  to  advance. 

At  the  same  juncture,  the  moon,  which  had  been 
shining  with  great  brilliancy  ever  since  the  tenuna* 
tion  of  the  eclipse,  became  suddenly  obscured  by 
clouds ;  so  that  when  the  party  reached  the  ramparts^ 
the  encampment  of  the  enemy  was  scarcely  distin- 
guishable amidst  the  gloom.  The  lofty  head  of  the 
ag^r  was,  however,  sufficiently  visible,  rising  nearly 
to  a  level  with  the  battlements,  and  situated  at  so 
trivial  a  distance,  that  it  seemed  as  if  a  communica- 
tion might  be  effected  in  an  instant  between  the  two. 
Nevertheless,  it  stood  silent  and  solitary  for  the  pre- 
sent;  neither  did  there' seem  to  be  any  of  those  signs 
of  activity  which  "Vibius  Puppius  had  represented  as 
existing  on  the  side  of  the  foe ;  darkness  the  most 
profound  enveloped  their  whole  line  of  camp. 
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*<  We  are  in  good  time/'  whispered  the  Prsefect  to 
kis  spouse ;  *'  verily,  Laurentia,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  you  to  have  interrupted  me  in  the  midst  of  my 
speech;''  and  tomiog  to  Vibins  Pappius,  ''where 
are  the  lights  of  which  you  spoke  V  said  be,  ''  I  see 
nothing  of  the  sort" 

Vibius  Puppias  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  that 
they  were  no  longer  visible,  but  added,  that  his  lord 
and  god  might  nevertheless  make  himself  certain 
that  the  enemy  were  ''  on  the  move/'  and  that  their 
intentions  would  be  developed  in  a  few  minutes. 

**  It  will  be  well  for  you  if  they  are/'  replied  the 
other,  ^*  or  those  asses'  ears  of  yours  may  suffer  a 
curtailment  for  the  mistake/' 

''  Yes,"  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  ^'  they  shall  assur- 
edly be  cropped.  Howbeit,  my  Vitalianus,"  added 
she,  "  I  would  still  strongly  advise  you  to  stand  upon 
your  guard ;  this  puppy  may  not  be  so  much  out  in 
his  reckoning  as  we  think,  and  our  adversaries  may 
approach  us  when  we  least  expect  it." 

The  Praefect  assenting  to  this,  proceeded  to  take 
such  precautionary  measures  as  he  deemed  requisite, 
by  distributing  the  troops  on  different  parts  of  the 
ramparts,  taking  care,  however,  to  place  them  all . 
within  the  shadow  of  the  wall,  and  enjoining  them  to 
preserve  the  strictest  silence  while  thus  stationed  in 
the  dark.  He  himself  then  crouched  down  near  the 
M  5 
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parapet  of  the  waW,  at  the  point  sitaated  over  aguosl 
the  agger,  with  Laorentia  Ogalnia  by  his  aide. 

**  What  ao  awfal  period  of  saapense/'  sud  she 
in  a  whisper,  as  she  sat :  '^  I  coofets  I  do  not  feel 
quite  comfortable  at  the  prospect  of  the  strife  and 
bloodshed  which  will  probably  take  place  in  a  few 
minutes.  Yet  I  trust  you  will  not  saspeot  me  of 
cowardice,  for  though  my  flesh  may  tremble,  my  mmiI 
is  immoveable  as  a  rock." 

'*  Indubitably/'  replied  her  husband,  **  a  pitched 
battle  is  a  serious  aflair.  Neverthelesa,  yon  should 
not  distress  yourself  without  sufficient  cause;  the 
predictions  of  Puppius  may  not  be  fnlttled;  the 
agger  still  looks  dreary  and  deserted  as  it  did  at 
first." 

And  so  it  was.  At  last,  however,  as  his  eye 
glanced  along  the  verge  of  the  structure,  he  was 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  something  moving  on 
its  highest  pinnacle.  The  murkiness  of  the  atnio* 
sphere  in  those  upper  regions,  prevented  him  fiom 
discovering  the  exact  nature  of  the  object ;  bat  as 
he  continued  to  gaze,  he  perceived  that  it  gc»* 
dually  increased  in  size,  till  having  attained  a  coasi- 
•derable  elevation,  it  stood  poised  by  itself  on  the 
summit'  of  the  mound.  Then  it  was  that  the  truth 
flashed  upon  his-  mind.    The  besiegers  were  in  the 
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act  of  rauiog  a  mot eable  bridge^  and  its  deSMbt  upon 
the  battlements  might  be  expected  in  an  instant* 
And  in  fact,  hardly  had  it  assumed  an  upright  posi- 
tion, when  it  again  began  to  be  lowered  $  and  as  the 
end  which  had  been  uppermost  approached  the  wall», 
the  obserrer  ascertained  that  it  was  a  machine  of  un* 
vsnal  strength,  and  extraordinary  magnitude*  It 
soon  fell  heavily  upon  the  battlements^  nnd  ther^  be 
coming  fixed  by  its  own  weight,  formed  a  safd  and 
easy  communication  between  the  bnlworkd  of  the 
enemy  and  the  fortress. 

'^  Vibius  Puppius  was  in  the  right/  whisper^  the 
couchant  heroine.  '*  I  am  all  over  in  a  tremor  from 
head  to  foot/'  added  she,  huddling  herself  up  with 
her  head  between  her  knees. 

**  Hush!"  ejaculated  her  lord,  in  a  suppressed 
voice.    '*  Be  silent,  or  you  will  spoil  every  thing." 

A  solitary  figure  was  now  seen  advancing  over  the 
bridge  ;  it  was  that  of  a  warrior  in  complidte  armour. 
But  he  did  not  come  forward  openly,  and  at  once. 
His  steps  were  stealthy,  and  he  occasionally  paused 
to  listen. 

"  He  has  the  air  of  a  scout,"  whispered  Laurentia 
Ogulnia,  **  he  is  coming  to  reconnoiter"^^ 

**  Peacci  babbler !''  cried  the  PMfect,  slopping 
her  mouth.    **  Are  you  resolved  to  ruin  us  all  Y* 
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The  stranger  haying  arrived  at  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  made  a  complete  halt,  looked  roond  kim  oi  all 
8ides»  and  displayed  no  Uttle  reluctance  to  intrude  for 
the  first  time  upon  the  enemy's  gronnd*  Nevertho- 
less,  after  a  brief  space,  he  crossed  the  bonadary* 
and  stepping  forward  with  an  lar  of  greater  confix 
dence,  walked  along  the  ramparts  to  some  distance^ 
passing  within  arm's  length  of  the  place  whidi  Vita- 
lianns  and  his  lady  had  selected  for  their  amboscade. 

''Hare  at  him!''  said  the  latter,  as  he  passed* 
*'  We  are  two  against  one ;  —  let  ns  attack  him  to- 
gether, and  he  mast  succumb." 

"  Pest !"  exclaimed  her  husband*  "  Sit  still — 
keep  silence  —  or  I  will  pluck  your  tongue  out." 

Having  examined  the  ramparts  as  carefully  as  he 
could,  the  emissary  of  the  foe  seemed  to  have,  con- 
vinced himself  that  they  were  in  a  deserted  state»  Sat 
retracing  his  steps,  he  again  mounted  the  bridge,  and 


*^  He  is  gone/'  said  Laurentia  Ogulnia  with  aa 
expiration  of  [her  breath,  '^  he  is  gone,  Yitaliaau, 
and  I  may  speaL" 

"  You  have  spoken  too  much  already,"  replied  her 
spouse ;  "  but  what  have  jou  got  to  say  farther  ?" 

'*  I  would  only  suggest'' — began  the  dame. — Bat 
what  might  have  b^en  the  nature  of  her  saggest•0l^ 
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wis  destined  to  remaiD  unknown,  for  just  at  the  very 
moment  when  she  was  about  to  give  it  utterance,  the 
heavy  tramp  of  infantry  was  heard  dpon  the  bridge ; 
presently  afterwards,  the  close  dense  columns  of  the 
hostile  troops  began  to  show  themselves,  pouring 
down  from  the  agger  with  considerable  rapidity,  and 
advancing  towards  the  ramparts  without  any  of  the 
hesitation  which  had  characterised  the  manner  of  the 
scout. 

At  this  sight,  Lanrentia  Ogulnia  became  fearfully 
Imitated,  and  exclaimed,  **  JScastar,  my  Vitalianus, 
it  is  a  formidable  array  !  Stout  as  my  heart  is,  it 
goes  pit-a-pat  when  I  look  at  them.'' 

"  And  well  it  may,"  replied  her  spouse.  *'  But  be 
of  good  cheer ;  we  shall  soon  stop  their  influx." 

''  And  why  not  stop  it  at  once  T'  said  the  lady,  "  if 
it  can  be  done  !" 

**  Nay,**  answered  the  other,  '^  it  forms  no  part  of 
my  plan  to  ffighten  them  away  immediately.  Let  us 
get  some  of  them  into  our  power,  before  we  alarm  the 
rest."  And  in  pursuance  of  this  scheme,  he  oflered 
no  opposition  to  their  progress  till  a  Century  or  two 
of  them  had  gained  footing  on  the  walls.  Then 
creeping  cautiously  from  his  hiding  place,  he  made 
his  way  in  profound  silence  to  the  ambush  of  his 
troops,  and  communicated  certain  orders  to  the  of- 
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ficers  in  commaod,  the  resalt  of  which  wot  aem  pro* 
MDtly. 

"  Now  watch  them  well/'  iaid  be  to  bis  wife,  as 
he  again  cronched  down  by  her  ude,  ^  jxm  will  i 
see  how  they  will  be  scared." 

Scarcely  had  he  spoken  the  words,  when  his  < 
cealed  archers  let  fly^  and  a  tremendoas  Tt^ey  of 
arrows  was  poured  in  upon  the  enemy. 

''  Hazza  T  cried  the  Amazon,  ''  it  takes  them  by 
surprise, — ^they  stop  short  in  their  career/ — ^they  stand 
still,  and  look  panic-struck.  —  But  no,*'  added  flfce» 
after  a  brief  pause,  ^  they  do  not  remain  statioaary 
long,  —  they  already  waver,  and  Tacillate  in  their 
place, — their  ranks  are  disord^ed,  and  they  are 
endeavouring  to  effect  their  retreat  towards  the 
bridge/'  And  so  it  was.  The  bridge  was,  however, 
so  completely  thronged  by  those  coming  down  from 
the  agger,  that  it  was  impossible  for  tiiem  to  pass. 
The  Prsefect  saw  his  advantage  in  an  instant. 
**  Away  with  your  arrows,  and  make  nse  of  yoor 
swords,"  cried  he  to  his  men,  as  he  emerged  from  bis 
retreat.  Then  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
legionaries,  he  rushed  against  the  invaders  sword  in 
hand,  and  with  an  impetuosity  which  tiiey  Memed 
wholly  nnable  to  resist.  Nevertheless,  the  Consttl, 
by  whom  they  were  commanded  in  ptrson,^  ondaa 
voured  to  maintain  his  ground,  and  to  rally  his  dis- 
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bwrtened  followers  by  the  exhibition  of  a  oourage  no 
loM  dauntless  than  that  displayed  on  the  part  of  his 
adversary,  Vitalianus,  or  even  of  his  wife,  who,  with 
her  Bword  died  in  blood,  raged  like  a  tempest  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight.  But  his  efforts,  though  of 
temporary  service,  did  not  seem  likely  to  be  success^ 
fbl  in  the  end.  The  Preefect  pressed  him  closely, 
and  on  all  sides  at  once.  Step  by  step  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat ;  and  the  faster  his  men  gave  way, 
the  more  vigorously  did  their  adversaries  press  after 
them. 

Thus  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  invading  troops 
were  at  length  driven  close  back  to  the  parapet  of 
the  ramparts,  where,  unable  to  proceed  farther,  they 
were  forced  to  make  a  desperate  stand  ; — a  stand  so 
formidable,  that  the  enemy,  though  surrounding  them 
on  all  sides,  except  that  next  the  precipice,  hesi- 
tated to  attack  them,  and  renew  the  contest,  which 
had  for  a  while  been  interrupted  by  an  endeavour  on 
the  part  of  (he  latter^  to  intercept  their  retreat  by  the 
bridge.  Both  parties,  therefore,  remained  drawn  up 
in  battle  array,  facing  each  other,  with  an  interval  of 
only  a  few  yards  between  the  two. 

While  things  were  in  this  quiescent  state,  Lau* 
rentia  Ogulnia,  who  stood  panting  by  her  husband'a 
aide,  whispered  him  in  the  ear,  saying,  ''  If  I  do  not 
mistake,  we  are  personally  acquainted  with  several 
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of  our  adyeisanes  opponte^  for  to  aaj  nothing  of  the 
Consul,  there  is  that  pestilent  young  rebel,  Cal- 
parnios  Piso  (with  whom,  by-the-bye,  I  strongly 
suspect  our  Thnsnelda  is  in  love,)  and  at  no  great 
distance  from  him»  stands  a  tall  thin  lanky  person- 
age, very  like  his  uncle,  the  Stoic ;  an  individaal 
towards  whom  I  confess  myself  to  have  been  more 
favourably  disposed  at  one  time  than  I  am  at  present. 
I  have  detected  the  hypocrisy  of  his  character,  and 
despise  him  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart." 

"  So  do  I,"  replied  her  spouse.  "  Yet  my  con- 
tempt for  him  is  by  no  means  equal  to  my  execratioii 
of  his  nephew ;  the  miscreant  is  my  bane  and  tor- 
ment. By-the-bye,  my  Laarentia/'  added  he,  '*  I 
trust  you  have  deposited  that  little  barbarian  hostage 
of  ours  in  a  safe  place ;  for  though  I  do  not  believe 
what  you  have  insinuated  respecting  her  predilection 
for  my  worst  enemy,  I  cannot  help  feeling  rather 
uneasy  about  her  while  so  infamous  a  despoiler  of 
female  innocence  is  within  the  precincts  of  the  for- 
tress." 

''  Never  fear/'  replied  the  lady,  "  I  have  locked 
her  ap.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  tnmolt 
amongst  our  men  V  said  she,  abruptly,  as  a  confused 
sound  of  voices  rose  to  rearward. 

Scarcely  had  she  spoken,  when  an  individual  was 
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seen  rnsbing;  from  the  Prestorian  ranks  towards 
those  of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  moment  sereral 
voices  were  heard  to  exclaim,  '^  a  deserter !  a  de-- 
sorter!''  and  this  cry  was  almost  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  another,  of —  "  a  prisoner  escaped  !  —  a 
captive  gone  over  to  the  foe !" 

"  Te  gods !"  ejaculated  the  Prefect,  in  an  agony, 
'^  it  is  Thasnelda  herself!  She  has  infallibly  given 
ns  the  slip ! — I  am  a  lost  man  for  ever/' 

"Impossible!"  said  Laurentia,  sturdily;  ''I  saw 
her  incarcerated,  with  my  own  eyes;  she  could  never 
have  got  out.  Though,  T  must  say/'  continued  she, 
with  an  air  of  doubt,  **  it  does  not  seem  improbable 
that,  had  she  effected  her  escape,  she  would  have  gone 
over,  and  thrown  herself  into  the  arms  of  your  rival, 
just  in  this  way/* 

Here  Basilides,  who  had  been  stationed  at  a  little 
distance,  in  command  of  a  party  of  bowmen,  hurried 
up  to  them,  and  exclaimed,  ''the  villain  has  hes- 
caped  ! — e  broke  loose  from  those  oo  ad  charge  of  im 
in  the  rear,  and  went  hover  to  the  henemy  imme- 


''  He,"  said  the  Preefect,  '*  thanks  to  the  gods,  it 
was  not  a  she,  then,  as  I  supposed.  My  worst  fears 
are  relieved.  But  who  do  you  mean,  Basilides  ? 
What  villain  has  escaped  to  the  enemy,  as  you  say  V 
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*"  Wbo  tlioiild  it  be  but  Balbns  BlflssuB,  the  h^  i 

irocate?"    replied    tlie  Syrian,    'Mhat   abomiMMe 
stammerdr  wbo  is  huimble  to  ptoiMMittGe  one 
hacGamtelyy  and  as  he  hougbl.'^ 

''  Vak  r  ejaoQlated  Vitalianas,  **  is  that  all  ?- 
is  not  worth  thinking  of;  I  bad  foin^otten  till  this 
moment  that  some  aooid^at  prefented  me  from  putting 
him  to  death  when  he  was  first  made  prison^/' 

''  It  would  have  been  welU  owever,  if  no  saeb 
haeoident  had  hoccnrred,**  answered  Basilides,  "  for 
e  is  an  orrible  man«  that  sttttlering  hadrocate.  I 
ave  ated  im  all  my  life^  on  hacoount  of  tiie  hiiK 
elegance  of  his  language,  and  the  himpediment  in  hit 
speech.  Oh  that  I  ad  im  ere  at  the  point  of  my 
sword  !  I  would  stab  im  to  the  art,  and  cut  hoot  his 
tongue  hafterwards.*' 

''  Well  said,  my  brave  fdlow>"  cried  the  Ptefitet. 
"  But  you  may  soon  have  the  opportunity  for  which 
you  seek ;  the  object  of  your  hatred  ii  in  the  ranks  of 
the  foe,  and  we  are  just  about  to  engage." 

'*  The  sooner  the  better/'  exclaimed  the  Syrian, 
Talorously,  "  oh  ow  I  will  cut,  and  slash,  and  aeki 
and  ew  at  him  !  I  will  lop  off  his  ead,  or  sacrifice  ray 
hown  life  in  the  attempt  to  do  it/'  So  saying,  he 
fumed  furiously,  and  flourished  his  sword. 

These  colloquies   occopied   but  a  few    nrinutai. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PISO  AXD  T8B  PaJKFBCT.  3S0 

The  woid  of  comuuind  beiog  tli#n  given  to  advance, 
the  two  parties  raihed  against  each  other  with  a  iood 
shout,  and  a  clashing  of  aniM.  The  fight  becoming 
general,  a  scene  of  confusion  took  place  which  it  is 
impossibie  to  describe.  But  it  was  not  long,  ere 
several  individuals,  actuated  by  the  instinct  of  hatred, 
ftngied  out  each  a  particular  adversary,  and  fought 
hand  to  hand  during  the  continuance  of  the  more 
promiscuous  strife.  Amongst  these  duellists,  Vita* 
Uanus  and  our  hero  were  the  most  conspicuous ; 
nevertheless,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  were  actu* 
ated  by  a  more  deadly  spirit  of  animosity  than  that 
with  which  Basilides  encountered  Balbus  Blsesns; 
Yibius  Puppius,  Gracilis  Furcifer;  or,  though  last 
not  least,  Laurentia  Ogulnia,  her  once  venerated 
friend;  the  Stoic. 

Meanwhile,  a  confused  Babel  of  sounds  rose  firom 
amongst  the  four  couples  as  they  fought.  **  Tyrant 
and  blood-spiller !  your  time  is  come  !"  cried  Piso, 
rushing  upon  the  Preefect,  sword  in  band.  **  Traitor 
— ^rebel — ^reprobate !"  retorted  his  antagonist,  "  now 
shall  yon  fall  a  sacrifice  to  my  just  wrath  and  jea- 
lousy,—now»  now,  nowl''  So  saying,  he  made  a 
desperate  lunge  at  his  adversary,  which  the  latter 
evaded  with  dexterity^  and  returned  with  interest* 
At  the  same  moment,  Balbus  BIabsus  was  heard 
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stammering  oat  threats  of  the  most  awfiil  import 
against  the  Pantomime.  '*  Urrh»  nrrh,  wrh !"  cried 
he, ''  yon  vile,  base,  miserable  baffoon, — ^orrh,  mtA, — 
I  say, — ^urrh, — ^you  pitifnl  proTincial,^— urrh, — do  yon 
dare  to  assume  the  character  of  a  man,— onfa,  anii, 
—of  a  soldier,  I  mean, — arrh, — and  come  swaggering 
here, — ^with  a  drawn  sword  in  your  hand, — «iTh,aiih, 
— to  attack  one  of  the  most  eloquent  advocates  in  the 
whole  empire, — ^urrh,  urrh,  nrrh, — and  a  hiBYe  man  to 
boot, — ^who  despises  yon  for  year  valgarity,- 
while  he  hates  yon  for  your  impertinence,  at  the  i 
time  ? — Sordid  miscreant, — I  will  annihilate  yon ! — 
nghr 

''  Ave  at  your  art !''  cried  the  inforiated  Syrian, 
as  he  rushed  upon  the  barrister,  '^  ave  at  your  art,  I 
say,"  as  he  repeated  the  thrust.  **  Oh  you  most  he> 
loquent  hadvocate  in  the  whole  hempire ! — yon  will 
hannihilate  me,  will  you  ? — ^We  shall  see,  we  Aall 
see.  I  am  but  a  hactor,  it  is  true, — but  you  will 
soon  find  that  I  can  hact  the  part  of  an  ere  when  I 
choose." 

'^  Mind  your  haspirates,**  cried  the  other,  with  an 
air  of  mockery,  "  and — urrh,  urrh, — ^take  care  of 
your  ead  too,''  added  he,  as  he  bestowed]  a  coasft* 
derable  blow  upon  it  with  his  sword. 

Here,  the  shrill,  sharp  voice  of  Laurentia  Ognlois 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PI80   AND  THB   PBJBFBCTi  961 

WBB  heard  rising  above  the  dio.  "Yield,  viUaiB, 
jield !"  exclaimed  she,  apostrophising  her  philoso* 
phical  foe, ''  you  were  once  my  friend, — ^you  are  mine 
enemy  now, — ^you  have  disgusted  me  by  your  ingra* 
titude,  and  I  seek  your  blood."  That  said,  she 
pressed  after  him  with  such  incredible  fury, — holding 
her  sword  at  arm's  length,  twirling  it  about,  and 
thrusting  it  in  his  face, — that  he  had  much  ado  to 
defend  himself  from  the  attack,  and,  indeed,  could 
avoid  it  no  otherwise  than  by  retreating  backwards, 
step  by  step,  parrying  her  thrusts  at  the  same  time 
with  his  own  sabre,  or  receiving  them  on  his  shield. 
Nevertheless,  such  was  his  gallantry,  that  he  could 
not  be  provoked  to  retaliate  against  a  lady ;  he  sim- 
ply confined  himself  to  the  defence  of  his  own  life, 
and  the  employment  verbally  of  such  arguments  as, 
in  his  hurry  and  confusion,  he  could  recollect  had 
been  addressed  by  the  old  Greek  sages  to  the  ten- 
derer sex,  touching  the  various  duties  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  perform,  and  the  virtues 
which  they  were  expected  to  exert.  These,  it  may 
be  supposed,  were  scarcely  compatible  with  the 
more  masculine  qualifications  of  his  beauteous  foe ; 
it  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that,  instead  of  being 
softened  by  his  words,  they  rather  served  to  aggravate 
her  anger,  and  inflame  her  wrath.    She  laughed. 
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ficttdiahly*  ia  answ^  ta  bis  adnonilieiis,  and  ottij 
refdied  bj  a  shower  of  Uows  to  bis  metapbors  and 
tropes, 

BasUides  baviag  reooreted  from  tbe  effects  ef  the 
blow  upon  his  head,  eodeavoured  to  retaliale  by  ia- 
flioting  a  severe  cut  vpen  bis  adversary's  noatb ;  the 
wovnd  was  so  slight  as  to  do  little  mote  than  draw 
blood ;  nevertbeless.  he  Was  |Mroad  of  bis  exploit,  and 
vociferated,— '' There ! — ^take  that  to  yovrself,  yoa 
bold  stammerer  !-^yoar  tongue  is  an  benconibraiice 
to  yoar  mouth, — 'but  I  have  cut  heff  the  bend  of  it, 
at  bany  rate%" 

"  Urrb,  urrh,*<^iio  you  have  not,"  r^ied  tbe  ad- 
vocate, **  it  is  still  safe  within  my  lips, — ^but  I  vrill  be 
revenged  on  you  for  the  attempt,  joq  may  depend 
upon  it, — ug^!" 

At  this  moment  Vlhius  Pappius  was  beaid  ex* 
claiming,  in  a  load  voice,  '*  I  will  exterminale  yt>«, 
moat  abominable  traitor  1  Our  lord  aad  god  has  ooos^ 
missioned  me  to  despatch  you  to  tbe  shades  below." 
Unto  which  authoritative  speech.  Gracilis  Formfcr 
ae  less  audibly  replied,  '*  Faltiy  eoxeomb !  yon  shall 
go  there  first  yoursdfL" 

Thus  desperately  did  things  go  on.  Tbe  an* 
tagonists  were  so  well  omtcbtd,  that  victory  soarcelj 
seeoaed  likely  to  iDdiae  to  eiAer.    Saddenly,  bow- 
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ever,  a  k>u4  9hottt  rote  fjraia  the  eombataalfl  on  botii 
sides.  "  He  falls  1  Im  falls !"  exelaimed  a  thoasand 
voices  at  onee ;  *^  the  eoatest  is  at  an  end/' 

Six  of  the  duellists  stopped  short  in  the  midst  of 
their  strife»« — these  were  the  heroine  and  the  philo- 
sophefff  the  actor  aad  the  adveoats,  the  sedile  aad  the 
swell; — they  heard  the  exclamations,  stqod  still, 
and  stoed  round  them  kn  asloiiishQieiit. 

But  where  was  the  fourth  couple  which  bad  bees 
engaged?  This  was  the  qaestioi>  asked  with  one 
aecord,  hj  all  the  rest.  Il  was  sooa  answered,  %iid 
the  mystery  cleared  up  at  once. 

*•  Victory !  yictsry  !'*  shonted  a  vast  body  of  troops 
in  triumph. 

"  Bain  to  oQf  cause !  Oar  leader  bites  the  dust !" 
replied  the  no  less  numevoiiSy  but  disheartened  forces 
opposite. 

Laurentia  Ogulnia  stepped  forwards,  slowly,  ba- 
lanced on  her  tip-toes.  Her  sword  was  in  her  hand, 
but  held  loosely,  and  with  its  point  directed  towards 
the  ground ;  her  helmet,  discomposed  by  her  exer- 
tions, sat  awry  upon  her  head ;  her  target  dangled  in 
a  relaxed  state  from  her  left  arm  ;  her  whole  dress 
was  disordered,  and  her  visage  was  expressive  of  fear, 
doubt,  wonder,  and  intrepidity,  strangely  intermixed. 

''  What  sad  disaster  has  occurred  V  said  she^  as 
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she  thus  crept  forth  from  the  lines,  "  what  mean  these 
awful  exclamations  amongst  the  troops  ?" 

''Victory!  victory!''  replied  the  Consular  bands 
opposite. 

*'  Death  to  my  hopes  !'*  cried  she ;  "  but  no« — ^'tb 
impossible! — the  illustrious  Vitalianus  must  be  the 
victor  stiU." 

"  Woe  !  woe !''  rejoined  the  PrsBtorians,  on  her  own 
side  of  the  field. 

The  widow  gave  emission  to  a  wild  shriek, — crushed 
forward, — and  beheld  the  body  of  her  husband  lying 
prostrate  on  the  ground,  in  a  decapitated  state,  while 
Calpumins  Piso  stood  triumphant  by  its  side,  witfi  an 
ensanguined  weapon  in  his  hand. 

It  was  enough*  Stout  as  bar  heart  was^  it  fidled 
her,  and  she  fainted  on  the  spot 
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CHAPTER  X. 


VIBTIJE  REWARDED, 


It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  the  Consular  troops  acknowledged  the  benefit 
conferred  on  them  by  our  hero  in  thus  cutting  off  the 
head  of  their  enemy,  and  putting  them  in  possession 
of  the  besieged  place.  They  surrounded  him  on  all 
sides  as  he  stood,  rending  the  air  with  their  cries,  and 
calling  him  by  all  sorts  of  delightful  names,  such  as 
"  the  father  of  his  country,"  "  their  best  friend," 
"  a  true  patriot/'  and  the  like ;  till  at  last,  in  the 
fervour  of  their  joy,  they  raised  him  in  their  arms, 
and  triumphantly  conveyed  him  to  the  centre  of  the 
camp,  where,  as  I  have  already  taken  occasion  to 
observe,  there  was  a  broad  open  space,  sufficient  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  vast  multitude.  Then  set- 
ting him  down  again,  they  proceeded  to  hold  a  grand 
VOL.  in.  N 
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consultation,  touching  the  best  means  of  rewarding 
him  according  to  his  deserts,  if  such  means  could  be 
found ;  of  which,  however,  they  acknowledged  that 
considering  the  exalted  nature  of  his  services,  there 
was  not  more  than  half  a  chance. 

After  the  usual  acclamations  had  begun  to  subside, 
the  first  person  who  addressed  the  meeting  with  any 
thing  like  a  definitive  proposal  was  a  Vexillarius^  or 
standard  bearer,  who  recommended  that  their  youthful 
benefactor  should  be  forthwith  pireseoted  with  a  luuta 
pura,  or  spear  made  solely  of  wood,  to  the  total  exclu- 
sion of  ih»  ir^n  usually  employed  in  weapoM  of  tko 
sari  ^  Suclb  pure  speajrs,''  he «ftid» '' bud  ^Iway&beea 
presented  to  individaaU  wba  bad  vwquiibeA  others 
in  single  combat^  and  were  oossid^ed  gtfU  of  m 
boiuNiratbla  a  kind,  tha,t  the  gods  themselves  were 
usu^Jly  repjceseuted  on  the  old  coins  of  the  empire^  as 
bei«g  armed  with  them ;  nor  could  auy  offeriBg  in 
the  present  case  be  more  appropriate,  the.  chief  HMrit 
of  Piso  consisting  in  his  having  overcame  the  tyrant 
with  hiA  owa  baad^'' 

This  proposal  of  the  Yexillaniu^  waa  veoeived 
with  considerable  applause;  neverCheleBs  maw(f  of 
those  present  seeapd  to  think  tJiat  the  gift  of  »  p«ie 
spear  alone,  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  tka  aei-' 
vices  of  the  indLvidnal  upon  whom  it  was  to  be  b^ 
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stowed.  It  was  proposed,  therefore,  that  he  sboold 
be  offered  in  addition,  a  pair  of  the  most  valnabte 
armilht,  ot  bracelets,  which  could  be  proevred,  and 
which,  berng  a  kind  of  oraonient  exclnsively  appro- 
priated to  those  who  were  Romans  by  birth,  would 
be  very  soitably  conferred  upon  the  acknowledged 
representative  of  the  last  Patrician  family  in  exist- 
ence. This  suggestion  was  inmiediaiteiy  followed  by 
another,  to  the  effect,  that  one  of  those  splendid 
golden  collars  called  torques,  together  with  a  spe- 
einen  of  the  no  less  magnificent  chains  termed  pio- 
leriBf  and  which,  thovgh  nsnally  devoted  to  the 
cavalry,  were  in  certain  cases  also  bestowed  npon 
the  foot  soldiers,  should  be  applied  to  the  same  grat&- 
fnl  purpose  of  doing  honour  to  the  conqaeror. 

These  four  votes  having  passed  unanimoiisly,  a 
venerable  Cemturien  presented  himself  to  the  as- 
sembly, and  in  a  neat  speech  ^et  forth,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  his  friends  and  feRow^oldieTa  had  over- 
looked the  most  appropriate  testimony  which  they 
cosld  have  offered,  considering  the  cirGumstances  of 
the  case ;  ^  for,"  said  he,  '*  a  mural  eroum  is  the 
suitable  reward  for  one  who  has  enabled  us  to  get 
possession  of  a  fortified  place,  after  the  protracted 
labenis  of  a  siege." 

<^  So  ft  is,  so  it  IB,  my  man  !*'  vociferated  his 
n2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


S6&  PI80  AKD  THB  PBiBFBCT. 

bearers ;  '*  how  odd  that  we  shoald  haTe  nevef 
thought  of  it  before!" 

Scarcely,  however,  bad  the  tumnlt  of  ^pplaaae 
subsided,  when  a  Decurion  came  forward  with  an  air 
of  modesty,  and  b^ged  leave  to  remark,  that,  *'  Al- 
though he  was  extremely  sorry  to  differ  with  bis 
superior  officer,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  a 
corama  muroJis  was  not  the  most  appropriate  offering 
to  one  who  had  gained  possession  of  a  fortified  camp, 
though  it  certainly  would  have  been  so  to  the  con- 
queror of  9  town.  No,  my  friends,'*  continued  he, 
encouraged  by  the  plaudits  which  he  received  at  this 
point  of  his  speech,  "  the  corcna  castrensis^  not  mtt- 
ralis,  is  the  thing ;  this  it  is  which,  from  the  earliest 
records  of  our  hbtory,  has  been  Uie  enviable  reward 
of  those  who  have  made  the  conquest  of  a  camp : 
Piso  should  have  the  corona  castrensis,  and  nothing 
else." 

''  Ay,  ay,  so  he  should,"  exclaimed  the  fluctuating 
and  uncertain  mob. 

Here  a  common  l^onary  soldier  came  mshing 
forward,  and  with  an  air  half  frantic,  inveighed  hit* 
terly  against  the  inadequate  nature  of  all  the  propo> 
sitions  which  had  hitherto  been  made.  "  Are  ye 
men  ?"  cried  he,  **  are  ye  men,  and  do  ye  think  to 
recompense  this  young  hero  for  the  immense  benefits 
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he  has  conferred  on  yoa  by  the  gift  of  a  single 
wooden  spear,  a  pair  of  bracelets,  a  golden  collar^  a 
chain  of  the  same  metal,  and  perhaps  a  crown  or  two, 
either  of  that  sort  called  maralis,  or  of  the  other 
termed  castrensis, — and  nothing  else?  Is  this  your 
gratitude,  my  countrymen  ?  Is  this  your  sense  of 
the  obligations  you  have  received  ?  Alas  !  if  it  be, 
you  are  most  miserably  degenerate  from  the  libe- 
rality of  your  forefathers !  What  were  the  rewards, 
for  example,  which  they  bestowed  on  Slccius  Den- 
tatus  of  old  i  Is  it  not  a  well  known  fact  concerning 
him,  that  he  received  in  the  course  of  his  military 
services,  the  incredible  number  of  eight  common 
crowns  of  gold,  fourteen  civic  ones,  and  three  of  the 
kind  called  mural?  —  over  and  above  which,  is  it  not 
notorious,  that  he  was  complimented  with  eighty- 
three  golden  torques,  sixty  golden  armillae,  eighteen 
hastflB  purse,  and  seventy-five  phalarse,  or  neck- 
chains? —  why,  therefore,  should  you  not  reward 
Piso  to  the  same  extent  ?" 

*'  Ay,  why  not  indeed  ?**  cried  the  multitude ; 
"  let  us  immediately  vote  him  the  incredible  number 
of  eight  common  golden  crowns,  fourteen  civic  ones, 
and  three  of  the  kind  called  mural ; — over  and  above 
which,  let  us  also  compliment  him  with  eighty-three 
golden  torques,  sixty  golden  armill»,  eighteen  pure 
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spears,  and  seventy-five  phalane,  or  iieclt-ckDii8« 
The  whole  put  together,  will  be  by  no  means  aiore 
than  he  desenres." 

And  accordingly,  withoat  oonsideriog'  that  the 
aforesaid  incredible  namber  of  crowns,  chains,  collars, 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  bad  been  bestowed 
upon  Siccins  Dent atos,  not  as  the  reward  of  a  single 
act  of  heroism,  but  as  the  recompense  of  a  long  series 
of  services,  they  therenpon  proceeded  to  vote  the 
same  quantity  to  Calpnmius  Piso  *'  in  a  lump.** 

Just  as  they  were  about  to  take  this  ridicoloas 
step,  Gracilis  Furcifer,  who  had  hitherto  been  a  pas- 
sive spectator  of  the  scene,  came  forward,  and  be- 
spoke attention  by  waving  his  hand  :  then  addressing 
the  assembly  with  a  great  deal  of  gravity,  he  ex- 
horted them  to  consider  that  there  might  possibly  be 
things  more  estimable  in  the  eyes  of  a  yoang  war- 
rior, than  the  gifts  which  they  intended  to  bestow. 
'*  These,''  he  added,  with  an  air  of  hesitation,  "  he 
did  not  take  upon  himself  to  specify ;  nevertheless, 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  beauty  had  ever  been  the 
reward  of  valour,  and  that  there  were  several  very 
interesting  young  females  amongst  the  captives  taken 
in  the  camp." 

This  hint  of  the  .£dile's  was  received  with  im* 
mense  and  unanimous  applause,  on  acconnt  of  its 
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surpttssiilg:  ^xeelleMO..  *'  Long  live  Gracilis  F^r- 
cifer  !**  cried  the  mob.  '*  He  is  the  man  to  direct 
0)a)r  cotitttils,  and  sugfi^t  i^hat  id  right/'  After 
^tiag  vent  to  which  taptorotid  ex^Ibmatiottis^  they 
ptoce^ded  to  deliberate  somewhat  taiore  caln^ly  about 
the  mentis  of  carrybg  the  proposed  mel^sure  ihto 
efifect. 

The  coDSttltation  was^  however,  ih  the  ptesent 
instani^e,  conducted  in  a  manner  far  more  occult  and 
secret  than  when  they  had  been  detiberliting  od  a 
subject  of  less  delidicy,  so  that  nothing  wds  heard  but 
a  confused  murmur  of  voices  amongst  the  crowd ; 
not  was  this  monotonous  sound  interrupted  till  a  KSer^ 
tain  individual  of  low  tank,  either  emboldened  by  his 
obscurity^  or  naturally  less  scrupulous  than  the  re^t, 
suddenly  pronounced  the  name  of  **  Latirentia  Ogul- 
nia/'  in  a  sharp,  shrill,  squeaking  voice,  adding  as  a 
comment  on  the  exclamation, ''  6he  it  is,  my  fellow* 
countrymen,  who  will  make  the  moit  appropriate 
h&tod^maiden  for  the  young  codquerot/' 

l*hls  spirited  suggestion  immediately  took  effect. 
"  Yes,  yes,"  cried  a  thousand  Voices  in  concert, 
"  Lautentia  OgUlnia  is  just  the  yety  thing  for  us !  — 
She  is  young,  lovely,  elegant,  and  rich  !  —  She  has 
already  had  many  husbands !  — She  is  desirous  ot 
having  many  more !  —  She  it  is  who  will  be  the  most 


Digitized 


by  Google 


37S  FI80  AHB  THB  PBAFBGT. 

appropriate  guerdon  for  our  amorous  yotnig 
factor!" 

Bat  when  things  had  arrived  at  this  point,  GnH 
eilb  Furcifer  endeayoared  to  moderate  their  tmn 
sports,  by  sayings  that  although  the  Fraefect's  widow 
was  nnquestionably  a  most  beantiful  creatore*  and  in 
his  opinioDy  as  well  as  in  theirs,  infinitely  snpmor  to 
any  one  else  in  the  eamp,  yet  that  from  his  own  pri- 
vate knowledge  of  ''  the  young  hero**  himself^  he  was 
inolined  to  think  there  was  another  of  the  captives 
whom  he  would  esteem  even  still  more  highly  than 
the  one  they  had  determined  to  select.  *'  It  is,  there* 
fore,  my  firm,  though  humble  opinion/'  continued 
the  excellent  man,  *'  that  this  honourable  assembly 
could  not  do  better  than  to  single  out  a  certain  young 
barbarian  named  Thusnelda,  from  amongst  the  pri- 
soners, and  bestow  her  upon  Piso,  as  a  sort  of  sup- 
plementary gift,  in  addition  to  every  thing  else/' 

Words  would  be  inadequate  to  describe  the  tap* 
tares  with  which  this  admirable  proposal  was  re- 
ceived by  every  one;  —  all  previous  ecstacies  had 
been  tame  and  vapid  in  comparison.  **  Wofthj 
^dile !  —  generous  Furcifer  I  —  how  excellent  is  lus 
advice!"  were  the  exclamations  which  seemed  to 
burst  forth  spontaneously  from  the  lips  of  hia  de- 
lighted auditors.     Then  too  were  the  skies  rani 
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nith  repeated  acclamations  of  **  Thasnelda !  Thush 
oelda!  —  the  lovely  barbariaa  with  the  green  eyes 
and  the  flaxen  locks !"  (for  by  some  strange  concatena- 
tion of  circamstances,  the  fact  of  her  being  distin- 
gnisbed  by  these  remarkable  features  had  become 
known  to  the  mob,)  *'  Thusnelda !  Thosnelda !  —  the 
good,  the  amiable,  the  inifocent! — she  shall  be  award- 
ed to  the  amorous  young  victor,  as  the  prize  which 
he  loves  best,  and  most  desires  V 

And  delightful  was  it  to  observe  the  expression 
of  felicity  which  sat  upon  the  countenance  of  the 
brave  youth  himself,  as  he  listened  to  the  ac- 
claim. 

The  ends  of  the  meeting  being  now  answered,  it 
was  broken  up,  and  the  multitude  proceeded  in  a 
body  to  the  PrsBtorium,  where,  after  some  search, 
they  discovered  the  relict  of  the  late  general  in  the 
act  of  regaling  herself  with  a  collation  of  cold  meat, 
procured  from  the  victors,  and  an  amphora  of  wine 
from  her  own  cellar.  Then,  prosecuting  their  re- 
searchesy  they  discovered  the  unfortunate  Thusnelda 
immured  in  an  apartment  to  which  light  was  only  ad- 
mitted through  an  aperture  in  the  ceiling,  and  which, 
though  situated  in  the  uppermost  story  of  a  turret, 
had  rather  the  appearance  of  a  subterranean  dun- 
geon, than  the  ordinary  sleeping  chamber  o[  a  Grer- 
n6 
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m«B  princess.  Socb,  too,  was  her  state  of  exhaos* 
tioQy  from  want  of  sastenaDce,  that  it  was  with 
extreme  difficolty  she  rose  from  the  pallet  apoB 
whieh  she  had  been  stretched,  to  receive  her  liber- 
ators. 

After  supplying  her  with  the  necessary  refresh- 
ments, and  allowing  her  a  little  time  to  recroit  her 
strength,  the  soldiery  eonVeyed  her  into  the  presence 
of  their  general.  Gracilis  Furcifer,  and  the  rest  of 
the  chief  officers,  together  with  Lanrentia  Ogalnia, 
whom  they  placed  by  her  side,  and  exhibited  to  the 
assembly  in  the  same  garb  she  bad  worn  daring  the 
fight;  that  done,  they  announced  their  determina- 
tion of  bestowing  them  both  upon  the  '*  yonng  hero, 
Calpumius  Piso,  (in  addition  to  certain  chains,  col- 
lars, carcanets,  and  bracelets  voted  to  him  before,)  as 
a  reward  for  the  great  services  which  he  had  per- 
formed, and  more  especially  for  that  of  slaying  the 
tyrant  Vitalianus,  the  commander  of  the  fort.'* 
Then,  turning  to  Piso  himself,  they  hailed  him  as 
"  the  happiest  of  mankind ! — ^tbe  envied,  yet  nadis- 
•  puted  possessor  of  two  of  the  loveliest  young  hand- 
maidens in  the  universe.  Approach,  then,  brave 
youth,''  added  the  soldiery,  "and  receive  your 
deserts.'' 
Piso  came  forward  accordingly,  and  approached 
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bis  fdr  captifes.  But,  sifdnge  to  inj,  Laitrdti*' 
tia  Ogulnia  appeared  iQcIitied  to  give  blm  the  most 
favourable  reception  of  the  two«  Blahd  and  fimilitig, 
afae  eyed  him  as  he  drew  near,  with  ati  expression 
which,  {f  not  absolutely  that  of  encouragement,  was 
far  from  partaking  of  repugnance  or  disgust.  Thus- 
iietda>  on  the  contrary,  averted  her  eyes  from  him, 
and  contemplated  her  own  feet,  with  an  air  of  un- 
conquerable  modesty  and  reserve. 

Chilled  by  her  diffidence  as  he  was,  Piso,  neve^* 
theless,  deemed  it  advisable  to  address  both  her  and 
her  companion,  in  a  brief  speech,  setting  forth  his 
claims  to  their  favour,  founded  on  the  decision  of  the 
soldiery,  previously  announced.  ''These,  indeed,"  daid 
he,  "  it  would  be  impossible  to  dispute.  The  victors 
have  merely  revived  the  old  and  excellent,  though 
now,  perhaps,  somewhat  obsolete  custom,  of  reward^ 
ing  their  leader  with  the  prize  of  beauty,  even  as  the 
Greeks  were  rewarded  at  the  fall  of  Troy.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  my  lovely  captives  will  show  their 
good  sense  by  submitting  with  readiness,  to  a  dis- 
pensation which  is>  doubtless,  no  less  acceptable  to 
the  gods,  than  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  time-ho- 
noured practice  of  our  ancestors." 

To  this  temperate  speech,  Laurentia  Ogulnia  re- 
sponded, with  suavity,  that  she  bad  been  taught  from 
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her  earliest  years  to  look  npon  all  the  practices  of 
antiqaity  with  the  most  profound  reverence  and  re- 
spect ;  and  that,  as  it  had  formerly  been  the  custom 
to  reward  the  conqueror  with  the  captive  fair,  she 
did  not  see  how  there  oonld  be  mach  harm  in  dmng 
the  sama  thing  at  present.  **  I  shall  not»  therefore, 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  plan/'  continued  she.  ''If 
it  was  the  will  of  the  gods  that  my  fifth  hosbsnd 
should  be  slain  in  fight,  and  that  I  myself  should  he 
bestowed  upon  the  yictor  afterwards,  it  wooid  he  very 
impious  in  me  to  struggle  against  the  decree.  Piw, 
you  are  the  victor,  and  my  fate  is  in  yoar  hands." 

Loud  cheers  burst  forth  from  the  assembly,  when 
they  heard  this  honest  and  honourable  dedaratioa 
of  her  sentiments. 

'(And  now,  my  Thusnelda,"  whispered  Piso,  as 
the  sweet  girl  stood  con^mplatiog  her  own  feet,  and 
blushing  all  over  till  she  looked  like  a  peony  rose,— 
"  and  now,  my  Thusnelda,  what  shall  I  say  to  yoa, 
In  what  words  shall  I  address  you  to  prevail  Y' 

**  In  those  of  honour,"  replied  the  innocent  nymph, 
still  looking  downwards,  as  before. 

''What!  still  harpbg  on  marriage?"  ejaculated 
the  victorious  youth.  And  then,  muttering  to  him- 
self, ''this  is  just  what  I  expected,"  said  he,  '« and  I 
may  add,  just  what  I  wished ;  she  is,  beyond  all 
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qaestioDy  the  most  virtuoos  of  her  sex.  Neverthe- 
less, I  will  try  her  a  little  more/' 

Accordingly,  raising  his  voice,  he  continned,  *'  Is  it 
not  unreasonable  of  you,  my  dear  girl;  to  expect  me 
to  marry  yoa  now  ?  Yon  cannot  but  be  aware  that 
circamstances  are  much  changed  between  us.  It  is 
true  that  I  offered  you  marriage  formerly ;  but  you 
was  not  my  captiye  then,  as  you  are  at  present ; — I 
now  have  you  in  my  power." 

''  Ungenerous  man  !*'  exclaimed  the  damsel,  "  will 
you  take  advantage  of  that?  Oh  that  I  should  hear 
such  mean  sentiments  from  your  lips !  I  thought 
better  of  you.*' 

"  Take  care ! — be  cautious  what  yon  say !"  growled 
Piso,  frowning  awfully.  "  Do  not  irritate  me  by 
your  reproaches,  girl,  or  you  will  repent." 

Tbusnelda  looked  frightened. 

'*  Oh  how  it  does  go  against  me  to  worry  her  in 
this  way !"  thought  the  young  man ;  "  but  what  can 
I  do?    I  must  put  her  to  the  proof." 

Here  he  spoke  up  again.  "  Tbusnelda/'  said  he, 
sharply,  ''you  are  my  slave.  Submit  to  your  fate 
at  once." 

'*  Mercy !  oh,  mercy !"  cried  the  wretched  maid, 
clasping  her  hands,  trembling  all  over,  from  head  to 
foot,  and  turning  as  pale  as  a  turnip,  "  have  mercy 
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on  me,  Piso !  Remember  how  dteriy  Ve  poor  Ger- 
mans prize  our  virtue,  und  character,  and.  every  thing 
of  that  eort.    It  is  all  we  have  to  boast  of/' 

"  Nevertheless  yoit  are  tnj  slave/'  continued  PisO| 
**  and  my  pleasure  should  be  your  law." 

''No/'  exclaimed  the  nymph^  with  unexpected 
^^^^gjf  "  I  ftm  not  your  slave ! — 1  will  not  be  your 
slave  ! — ^base  man  that  yon  are !  I  despise  you  from 
the  very  bottom  of  my  heart." 

Piso  was  overcome.  He  admired  her  for  her 
spirit,  and  rejoiced  in  the  purity  of  her  sool.  Sud- 
denly, therefore,  altering  his  tone,  and  gasiog  at  her 
with  an  expression  in  which  love  and  respect  strag- 
gled for  pre-^eminence, — ^''Adorable  girl!"  cried  he, 
in  a  voice  which  resounded  through  the  whole  plaee, 
and  reached  the  ears  of  the  most  distant  listener, — 
''no  slave  of  Piso's  shalt  thou  be,  indeed, — ^he  b  en- 
slaved by  thee  himself/'  and  turning  to  the  multi- 
tude, while  he  held  her  by  the  band,  *'  behold,"  he 
exclaimed,  '*  in  this  captive  maid,  the  mistress  of  my 
heart !  she  whom  I  have  long  worshipped  secretly, 
though  With  a  warmth  and  ardour  which  it  ii  iin- 
possible  to  express.  Friends  and  countrymen,  she 
must  be  my  wife!  Barbarian  though  she  be,  she 
must  espouse  the  representative  of  the  last  Patrician 
family  in  existence.'* 
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As  he  made  this  unprecedented  annouucemeht, 
cries  of  the-most  extraordinary  and  incongruous  cha- 
racter broke  forth  from  the  mob.  Some  of  them 
were,  apparently,  expressive  of  approbation  and 
content,  as  for  example,  '^  Yes,  Piso,  she  shall  be 
yocirs,^--marry  her  if  yon  will, — barbarian  as  she  is, 
you  will  not  be  degraded  by  an  alliance  with  her/' 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  were  indicative  of  dislike, 
and  a  determination  on  the  part  of  those  who  uttered 
them  to  prevent  the  proposed  plan  from  being  car- 
ried into  effect.  ''  Shame,  shame  !*'  cried  a  dozen 
voices  at  once,  "  the  thing  is  impossible  ! — no  Roman 
of  ingenuous  birth  can  espouse  a  poor,  paltry,  miser- 
able barbarian  in  a  lawful  way ; — he  may  have  her  for 
a  handmaiden,  but  she  cannot  be  his  wife."  Amongst 
these  latter  cries  too,  the  voice  of  Laurentia  Ogul- 
nia  was  shrilly  pre-eminent,  vociferating,  with  incre^ 
dible  strength,  "Silly  boy  I — foolish  youth!— un- 
discerning  young  man  ! — what !  does  he  actually 
want  to  espouse  a  contemptible  chit  like  that,  while 
females  of  mature  age,  noble  birth,  and  incomparable 
charms,  await  his  acceptance  on  far  easier  terms  ?— 
Ridiculous  infatuation  ! — It  is  enough  to  drive  one 
mad." 

All  this,  however,  made  no  difference  to  Piso ;  he 
still  remained  firm  to  his  purpose  of  connecting  him- 
self, conjugally,  with  the  idol  of  his  heart. 
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**  Marry  her  I  will  l**  exclaimed  he  with  a  load 
voice.  '^Neither  gods  nor  men  shall  prevent  me 
from  thns  coosummating  my  own  happiness,  and 
insuring  the  respectability  of  the  beloved  girl  her- 
self/' 

In  shorty  snch  was  the  saccess  of  his  exertions  in 
the  good  cause,  that  the  majority  of  the  meeting 
were  at  length  actually  brought  over  to  agree  with 
him,  and  consent  to  the  performance  of  the  nuptial 
ceremonies  forthwith. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

NUPTIAL  rites:  conclusion. 

And  now  commenced  the  celebration  of  those  strange 
rites  prescribed  by  the  ancient  marriage  law.  The 
bride  electa  as  a  preliminary,  was  conveyed  into  the 
PraBtorium,  and  there  dressed  carefully  for  the  occa- 
sion ;  not  however  in  her  ordinary  garb,  hot  in  a  sort 
of  close  tanic,  confined  round  the  waist  with  the 
mystic  zone  peculiar  to  virginity.  Her  hair  also  was 
dressed  with  much  nicety;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  in 
the  performance  of  the  tonsorial  duties,  her  attendants 
took  occasion  to  part  her  locks  on  the  forehead  with 
the  point  of  a  spear,  instead  of  the  implement  usually 
employed  for  the  same  purpose.  She  was  then 
crowned  with  a  chaplet  of  flowers,  and  an  immense 
flame-coloured  veil  was  put  completely  over  her  from 
head  to  foot 
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The  decoration  of  her  person  being  finished^  the 
next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  bring  her  forth  from  her 
own  residence,  and  convey  her  to  that  of  the  bride- 
groom, which  in  the  present  case  was  represented  by 
an  opposite  tower  of  the  same  building.  It  is  to  be 
remarked,  however,  that  although  we  have  described 
the  ceremony  as  taking  place  almost  immediately 
after  the  soldiery  had  determined  on  the  legality  of 
its  performance,  no  snch  unreasonable  haste  was  em* 
ployed  as  to  prevent  the  observanoe  of  the  ordinary 
rules.  In  fact,  almost  a  whole  day  was  suffered  to 
elapse  after  the  conflict,  before  the  bride  was  thos 
brought  forth  from  her  own  abode. 

It  was  In  the  dusk  of  the  evening  therefore,  that 
three  boys,  habited  in  the  prcetexia,  conducted  her 
from  her  home.  These  were,  moreover^  attended  by 
five  torches,  and  a  spindle  and  distaff,  emblematical 
of  the  industry  which  she  was  to  pi«otiBe  in  her 
husband*s  house. 

Meanwhile,  Piso  awaited  her  in  his  turret,  wfakii 
had  been  prepared  for  the  occasion  with  as  much 
splendour  as  circumstances  would  permit*  A  baiw 
quet  was  set  out  in  the  principal  apartment,  and  the 
whole  building  was  brilliantly  illuminated  with  lamps. 
A  numerous  company  were  also  assembled  to  do 
honour  to  the  approaching  rites :  Gracilis  Fdroifcr 
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and  Scribomos  Mmnmius  being  present  amongst  the 
rest. 

Piso^s  state  of  excitement  was  intense.  Agitated 
between  hope  and  fear,  —  doubt  and  cariosity,  •—- he 
harried  about  from  room  to  room, — ran  up  stairs  and 
down,— stood  still, — looked  out  of  the  window, — 
gave  vagne  replies  to  the  questions  that  were  asked^ 
•^— and  betrayed  a  thousand  other  signs  of  mental  die* 
traction.  It  was  in  vain  that  Gracilis  Furcifer 
endeavoured  to  calm  his  spirit  by  telling  him  that  his 
sufferings  Were  at  end ;  that  he  had  obtained  the 
prise  for  which  he  had  so  long  sighed  hopelessly; 
that  the  beloved  of  his  heart  was  his  own  ;  and  that 
nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  torment 
himself  by  imaginary  fears,  or  unfounded  doubts,  in 
the  hour  of  triumph.  Still  did  he  continue  little  less 
anxious  and  uneasy  than  before. 

**JEh^,  Furcifer  T'  murmured  he  to  his  friend, 
''upbraid  me  as  you  will, — but  I  cannot  be  com^ 
posed, — I  cannot  divest  my  mind  of  uneasiness, — 
doubts  and  fears  will  rise  spontaneously  within  my 
breast.  And  is  it  not  natural  that  they  should? 
Only  consider  the  circumstances,  —  the  strange  and 
peculiar  circumstances,— under  which  it  is  my  fortune 
to  be  placed.  Here  am  I,  Calpurnius  Piso,  a  Roman 
of  exalted  birth,  —  the  last  Patrician  in  existence, — 
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here  am  !»  I  say,  just  on  the  point  of  aniting  ntjaeff 
for  life  to  a  damsel  of  whom  I  know  nothing,  except 
that  she  is  a  barbarian,  beantifal  indeed,  and  Tirtnons 
to  a  fanit,  but  still  not  one  of  ourselves,  nor  distin- 
guished from  other  savages  by  any  thing  but  tiie 
possession  of  a  few  homed  cattle,  together  with  some 
sheep.  It  is  true  that  the  soldiery  have  consented 
to  the  match,  and  that  even  my  uncle  is  not  decidedly 
averse  to  it.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  these  pro- 
pitious circumstances,  —  nay,  in  spite  of  my  own 
love,  which,  I  still  assure  you,  is  intense,  —  I  cannot 
be  insensible  that  in  taking  so  unprecedented  a  step, 
I  not  only  expose  myself  to  the  ridicule  of  my  con- 
temporaries, but  run  the  risk  of  being  stigmatised  by 
posterity,  as  the  first  noble  Roman  who  degraded 
himself  by  an  alliance  with  a  foreigner  and  a  cap- 
tive/' 

Gracilis  Furcifer  was  astonished  at  this  new  turn 
which  things  had  taken  in  Piso's  mind.  He  would 
however  have  replied  in  a  consolatory  strain,  had  not 
the  attention  of  the  whole  company  been  suddoily 
attracted  by  a  loud  shouting  noise  at  no  great  dis- 
tance, and  apparently  in  the  direction  of  the  bride's 
turret  Checking  himself  therefore,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  speech,  he  ran  to  the  window, 
looked  out  of  it,  and  exclaimed, ''  The  bridal  proces- 
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sion  is  OD  the  moTe !  Lo,  there  are  the  fiYe  flights 
borne  in  the  van !  and  those  sounds  if  I  do  not 
mistake^  are  the  shouts  of  the  young  bridesmen." 

Piso  was  agitated  ten  times  worse  than  ever. 

**  Let  us  go  down  stairs  to  receive  them/'  said 
Scribonius  Mummius^  briskly,  for  they  were  in  an 
upper  apartment  of  the  turret  at  the  time ;  *'  let  us 
all  be  at  the  door  when  they  arrive ;  such  was  the 
CQstom  of  antiquity^  and  we  should  observe  it  still." 

Then,  as  the  whole  party,  acting  on  his  suggestion, 
descended  the  stairs,  ''  Oh  how  I  do  love  these  good 
old  customs,*'  said  he,  rubbing  his  hands,  **  they 
remind  one  of  the  days  of  yore." 

The  company  having  reached  the  vestibule,  per- 
ceived that  the  lights,  which  had  before  been  visible 
at  some  little  distance,  had  now  arrived  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  door.  The  individuals  forming  the  pro- 
cession were  also  beginning  to  be  distinguished,  and 
the  hitherto  inarticulate  shouts  were  resolving  them- 
selves into  words.  "  Tbalassio,  Thalassio !"  was  the 
one  repeated  the  most  audibly,  and  by  the  greatest 
number  of  voices  in  concert. 

**  That  is  the  nuptial  cry,  my  boy,"  said  Scribonius 
Mummius,  clapping  his  nephew  on  the  back ;  "  our 
countrymen,  you  know,  repeat  it  on  these  occasions 
exactly  as  the  Greeks  did  their  invocation  to  Hymen, 
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and  thoogli  perlttfis  nthec  less  dignififiJiy  it 
ike  purpose  jost  as  well.  It  has  its  origin,  joa 
knowy  froB  the  rape  of  the  Safaioe  Yiifin^  oae  of 
whoA  l^ag  carried  away  to  a  great  man  Mawed  Tha- 
laniosy  her  captors  secured  theaisfJies  firaat  malesta- 
tMOy  bj  repealing  his  Dane  as  thqr  wenL" 

Piao  made  no  nsflj  to  this  speech,  but  seemed 
wnch  inclined  to  hide  hiauelf  in  a  comer  as  die  cries 
were  reileialed.  ''  Thalasdo !  Thaiassio !"  now  in 
fact  resonnded  through  the  whole  plaoe,  for  the  hridal 
party  were  on  the  threshold. 

Suddenly » these  r^^ar  and  measared  wnadf  were 
interrapted  by  a  sharp  shriek,  and  ScrifaoaiBS  Mina* 
nias  looking  towards  the  grcap  at  the  door,,  ezchdned 
hastily,  "See how  she  straggles  and  kicks !"  Where- 
apon,  Pisa,  ploekiag  ap  coarage»  took  a  peep  in  the 
fair  directi<uv  ^Q^  poceived  that  his  intended  was 
eagajped  in  what  seemed  a  iMrtal  combat  with  her 
three  bridesmen^  or  rather  hrideshoys»  the  youths 
habited  in  the  frmtexUt.  She  was  stragg^ieg  with 
them  fttrioosly«  and  tearing  them  by  the  hair. 

At  this  awful  sight,  Piso  felt  aU  his  love  lelniaing 
apoo  him  in  foU  force,  and  grinding  his  teeth^  "The 
wretches !''  mnltered  he^  ''  they  are  using  hex  iH ! 
Bat  I  will  sescoe  her  from  their  hands.  I  wiU  fly  tn 
her  assistance  this  mimrte  mjaelf." 
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So  saying,  he  was  just  about  to  execute  his  threat, 
whe»  Seribonius  Mummius  restrained  him  forcibly 
with  one  hand,  while  he  whispered. hisa  in  the  ear, 
*^  Blockhead  !  what  are  you  about?  are  you  so  shame- 
fully ignorant  of  the  customs  of  your  eoaiitryoien  a3 
u(^t  to  know  diat  aU  this  is  mere  mdke-belief  ?  nothing 
but  an  affectation  of  maidenly  modesty  on  the  part 
of  your  betrothed !  who  must  by  no  means  coasent 
to  enter  your  house  without  a  proper  show  of  resist-* 
ance,  and  opposition  to  your  will?  Sueb  was  the 
custom  of  oui  ancestors  ;  and  sucb  must  ever  be  the 
custom  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise." 

Here  the  shrieks  and  struggbes  were  reiterated 
with  increased  vehemence.  ^'Thalassio!  Thalassio!'' 
roared  the  bridesmen,  as  they  endeavoured  to  force 
their  obstreperous  charge  to  enti^  the  house, 

'*  How  admirably  she  behaves  !*'  exclaimed  Seri- 
bonius Mummius.  **  It  is  truly  astonishing,  how  the 
Kttle  savage  has  acquired  so  accurate  a  knowledge  of 
our  ancient  habits.  But  no  doubt  the  Preefect's 
relict  hath  instructed  her ;  she  is  well  acquainted 
with  them  herself." 

Here  a  shriek  of  unprecedented  vehemence  rent 
the  air.  It  was,  however,  the  last.  The  bridesmen^ 
tired  of  temp<msiflg,  had  suddenly  seized  the  damsel 
ia  their  arms,  and  borne  her  over  the  tbifeshold ;  a 
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measure  which  was  decisive  at  once ;  for  no  sooner 
was  it  carried  into  effect,  than  her  resistance  ceased, 
and  she  remained  quiet. 

**  It  is  all  over/'  said  Scribonins  Mnmmins ;  "  we 
shall  have  no  more  kicking  and  screaming  now.  She 
has  done  what  was  necessary  for  the  sake  of  decency, 
and  the  struggle  is  at  an  end." 

*'  Why,  then,  does  not  she  come  in  at  once  V  said 
Piso ;  ''  I  am  waiting  for  her  very  impatiently,  as 
you  may  perceive/* 

"  PapaT  cried  his  uncle,  **  do  yon  not  know  that 
she  has  got  to  gprease  the  door-posts  first  ?  A  pretty 
thing  it  would  be,  truly,  to  omit  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant ceremonies  of  the  whole !" 

Just  as  he  uttered  this  apostrophe,  some  of  the 
attendants  were  seen  to  present  the  bride  with  a 
small  gallipot  and  a  strip  of  cloth ;  with  the  latter  of 
which  articles  she  immediately  proceeded  to  bind 
round  the  door-post,  while  she  held  the  former  in  her 
hand. 

''  That  fillet  is  made  of  wool,"  said  Scribonins 
Mummius,  ''no  other  material  must  be  employed. 
But,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  cannot  explain  the  origin  of 
its  use  with  so  much  accuracy  as  could  be  wished- 
It  is,  undoubtedly,  symbolical  of  something,  but  of 
what,  I  cannot  tell.     Not  so  with  the  gallipot.    This 
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utensil  is  filled  with  tallow ;  and  it  is  esteemed  one  of 
the  chief  duties  of  a  young  female  entering  the  nup- 
tial state,  to  anoipt  her  husband's  door-posts  with  a 
substance  so  well  known  to  be  efficacious  in  excluding 
witchcraft  and  sorcery  from  the  house.  See,  with 
what  mingled  grace  and  dignity,  yonr  betrothed 
scoops  up  the  grease  with  the  point  of  her  finger,  and 
daubs  it  against  the  door." 

Having  performed  this  ceremony  of  the  unction, 
.  (from  which,  by  the  bye,  the  married  woman  probably 
derived  her  appellation  of  uxor^  or  unxor,  so  im- 
portant was  it  deemed),  Thusnelda  was  again  led 
forward,  though  without  violence,  by  the  three  young 
bridesmen  in  the  prtstexta. 

" 'Sow,  puer,  —  now  boy,"  said  Scribonius  Mum- 
mius  to  his  nephew,  **  go  up  boldly  to  her,  welcome 
her  to  your  house,  and  present  her  with  your  keys." 

*'  My  keys?"  repeated  Piso,  *'  I  have  got  none  to 
give  her,  uncle  ^  this  turret,  as  you  know,  does  not 
belong  to  me,  nor  are  the  keys  of  it  in  mv  hands." 

"What  difference  does  that  make?"  said  the 
philosopher.  ''  The  keys  need  not  actually  be  yours; 
they  are  only  symbolical,  and  you  may  borrow  them 
from  any  body  else."  Then  searching  within  the 
folds  of  his  vest,  and  drawing  forth  a  considerable 
bunch,  *'  here  are  what  will  do  as  well  as  any,"  addecl 
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he»  "  take  them»  and  make  tke  proper  use  of  them 
at  once/' 

Piso  took  the  keys,  and  going  up  to  his  betrothed 
with  an  air  of  ardour,  mingled  with  respect,  very 
modestly  proffered  them  for  her  acceptance;  nether 
did  he  meet  with  a  refusal  of  the  gift ;  she  smiled 
sweetly  as  she  received  it  from  his  hands. 

Meanwhile,  Scribonius  Mnmmius  having  quitted 
the  vestibule,  presently  returned,  bringing  with  him 
a  minute  vessel  of  cold  water,  and  a  chafing-dish 
filled  with  hot  embers,  of  proportionable  size.  Bast* 
ling  up  to  the  young  couple  with  this  frdght,  ^  Here 
are  the  fire  and  water,"  said  he,  "  typical  of  the 
purity  and  chastity  which  should  adorn  the  nuptial 
state; — for  never  will  I  believe  what  certain  evil* 
minded  persons  have  insinuated^  namely,  that  these 
contending  elements  are  emblematical  of  the  strife 
and  discord  which  occasionally  subsist  even  in  the 
best  regulated  establishments  in  the  empire." 

Here  a  small  titter  was  heard  to  pass  round 
amongst  the  company. 

"  Take  them,"  continued  the  stoic,  presmting  the 
cold  water  and  hot  embers  to  his  young  rdattve; 
"take  these  time-honoured  mystical  symbols,  and 
confer  them  on  your  bride." 

Piso  did  as  he  was  bid,  at  the  risk  of  bumiag  his 
fingers. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PX80   AKD  THB   PBJSFBOT.  291 

"Tbere^ — that  will  do/'  said  ScriboniuB  Mnmmius, 
when  lie  saw  the  interesting  young  barbarian  standing 
bolt  upright,  as  stiff  as  a  poker,  with  the  elements  in 
ber  hands,  ''there,  that  will  do,  Thnsnelda;  you 
bare  had  possession  of  them  now,  and  that  is  enough. 
It  is  only  a  form,  you  know,  —  so  you  may  put  them 
•way." 

Thusnelda  surrendered  them  to  an  attendant,  and 
seemed  by  no  means  displeased  to  be  rid  of  such 
troublesome  symbols,  time-honoured  and  mystical  as 
they  were. 

"  And  now,"  said  Scribonlns  Mummias,  **  the  pre- 
liminaries being  over,  we  may  adjourn  to  the  supper- 
room.'* 

Shouts  of  delight  burst  forth  from  the  whole 
assembly  as  he  spoke.  All  was  joy,  uproar,  merri- 
ment, and  mirth.  Every  body  was  intoxicated  with 
the  anticipated  pleasures  of  the  night.  Riotously 
and  frolicsomely  did  they  mount  the  stairs,  vocife- 
rating, "Thalassio !"  with  the  whole  strength  of  their 
lungs,  till  they  entered  the  suppei^room. 

Scribonius  Mummins,  who  upon  this  interesting 
occasion,  seemed  inclined  to  take  upon  himself  the 
duties  of  a  master  of  the  ceremonies,  now  directed 
that  the  whole  company  should  seat  themselves  at 
the  supper-table ;  somewhat  promiscuously,  and  with 
o2 
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le^  regard  to  the  mles  of  precedence  than  was  com- 
monly obsenred,  *'  For/'  said  he,  speaking  in  a  dicta- 
torial tone  from  one  end  of  the  board,  where  he  had 
already  taken  his  place,  ''  these  nuptial  parties  ha^e 
from  time  immemorial  been  conducted  with  a  degree 
of  latitude  of  which  no  others  will  admit,  neither  is 
it  necessary  that  the  sumptuary  laws  should  be  so 
rigidly  enforced  as  at  meetings  of  a  less  pri?ileged 
kind.  Good  cheer  is  allowable ;  nay,  so  strictly  in 
accordance  with  established  rules,  that  even  some 
trifling  excess  may  be  tolerated  and  indulged.  Eat, 
drink,  and  be  merry,  then,  my  friends,  without  re- 
straint. I,  myself,  will  be  answerable  for  the  conse- 
quences, both  to  the  magistracy  and  the  gods.^' 

Thus  spake  Scribonius  Mummius,  and  immense 
was  the  applause  which  greeted  him  on  the  termina- 
tion of  his  speech. 

All  now  went  on  properly  enough.  The  bride  and 
bridegroom  sat  together  on  the  same  seat,  smiling, 
smirking,  whispering  soft  nothings  in  each  other's 
ears,  and  looking  foolish ;  the  guests  ate  what  they 
liked,  drank  what  they  thought  good  for  them, 
laughed  at  what  they  saw,  tittered  at  what  they  heard, 
and  made  mouths  at  every  thing.  Gracilis  Ftircifer 
sneered,  shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  uttered  sar- 
casms as  was  his  wont. 
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Presently,  Scribonius  Mummius  starting  np  from 
his  seat,  seized  upon  a  large  plate  of  nats  which 
formed  a  prominent  featare  of  the  repast,  **  Give 
nuts  to  the  boys !"  exclaimed  he,  in  a  loud  voice,  and 
flung  a  handful  of  them  on  the  ground.  Instantly, 
all  the  more  juvenile  members  of  the  company, 
including  the  three  young  bridesmen^  rose  from  the 
table  in  a  body,  and  threw  themselves  amongst  the 
nuts.  ''Scramble,  scramble,  scramble  for  them  as 
yoo  may  !'*  cried  the  venerable  stoic,  hilariously,  as 
he  still  scattered  the  shelly  eatables  amongst  the 
crowd. 

''Thalassio!  Thalassio !"  replied  the  boys;  and 
the  scramble  was  continued  as  before. 

The  ceremonies  were  now  drawing  to  an  end.  The 
bride  and  bridegroom,  during  the  confusion  arising 
from  the  scramble  for  the  nuts,  had  withdrawn  privily 
from  the  apartment,  and  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  times,  committed  themselves  to  the  management 
of  certain  elderly  females  who  had  never  been  mar- 
ried but  once,  and  who,  in  virtue  of  their  matrimo- 
nial moderation,  were  considered  the  most  proper 
persons  to  superintend  the  final  rites.  These  vener- 
able dames  forthwith,  therefore,  took  possession  of 
the  interesting  bride,  and  conveyed  her  with  all  due 
4^remony  into  a  chamber  where  the  genial  bed  had 
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been  prepared  for  her  accoanaodatioD  by  Am  vn- 
spotted  bands. 

Bat  here  the  biographer  of  the  last  Patrician 
Senator  must  pause.  WiiliDgl;  as  he  would  reoofd 
the  haf^ness  of  his  hero,  the  rules  of  deoomm 
prevent  him  fron  trespassing  oa  those  scenes  whichy 
in  a  modem  age  of  refinement,  are  alone  destined  to 
enligbten  the  immaculate  handmaidens  of  a  road-side 
inn. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Piso  had  at  length 
the  goal  of  bliss  unspeakable : — it  is  enough. 


*^  And  now  what  more  remains  to  be  said  for  the 
completion  of  my  tale?''  asked  I  at  my  dear  friend 
Mr.  Ge^rfTrey  Tomkins,  who  chanced  to  enter  my 
study  at  the  very  moment  wh«i  I  wrote  down  the  last 
word  in  the  concluding  paragraph,  *'  enough." 

(Before  this,  be  it  observed,  he  had  perused  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  preceding  narrative,  as  I  oompoaed 
it,  bit  by  bit.) 

Having  glanced  his  eye  over  a  few  of  the  last 
pages,  which  were  still  new  to  him,  he  exclauned 
with  a  degree  of  vehemence  which  I  had  not  ex- 
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pected  from  the  placidity  of  his  character,  '' '  Oh 
most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  !' — What,  Jim  !" 
(sach  is  my  elegant  pr<Bnomen)  **  what,  Jim,  do  you 
really  auj^se  that  it  is  enough  to  hint  in  such  a 
vagiiey  cardess  way  at  the  consummation  of  your 
hero's  nuptials,  without  saying  one  word  about  the 
manner  in  which  he  lived  with  his  wife  afterwards, 
the  number  of  children  with  which  they  were  blessed, 
and  so  forth,  as  is  customary  with  a  novelist  when  he 
winds  up  his  tale? — ^And  besides,''  added  he, ''  what 
has  become  of  the  rest  of  your  characters  ?  Surely 
you  do  not  mean  to  omit  all  notice  of  them,  subor« 
dinate  as  they  are  ?  The  reader  may  just  want  to 
know  how  they  ended  their  lives, — or  something  of 
that  sort." 

*'  Ah!  —  true!  — you  say  right,"  replied  I,  laying 
my  finger  on  my  nose ;  —  ^*  but  I  had  forgotten  it, 
till  you  put  me  in  mind." 

''  Blockhead  !*'  cried  my  dear  friend, ''  is  it  pos- 
sible?— But  yon  always  urns  a  blockhead,  and  always 
will  be  one,  to  the  end  of  your  days." 

**  I  can't  help  that/'  answered  I,  meekly.  *'  How- 
ever, there  is  another  reason  for  the  omission  which 
I  have  made.  The  truth  is,  that  a  veil  of  mystery 
kangs  over  the  records  which  relate  to  that  period, 
and  although  I  have  advanced  to  a  certain  point 
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without  mach  dIflScalty,  I  cannot  get  beyond  it  for 
my  life." 

''That's  awkwani,''  replied  my  friend.  ''Bot 
surely  you  can  at  least  tell  me  what  became  of  your 
herO;  Piso,  himself?  He  is  a  historical  character, 
isn't  he?  —  like  Julius  Syllanus,  Magnus,  Vitalianus, 
aujl  some  of  the  rest?" 

"  Much  may  be  said  on  that  head/'  answered  I, 
with  a  hesitating  air.  *'  There  was  certainly  an  in- 
dividual named  Calpumius  Piso,  who  died,  or  rather 
was  slain,  in  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  about  twenty 
'  years  after  the  epoch  of  my  tale  ;  and  as  he  is  said  to 
have  been  a  person  of  distinguished  character,  no  less 
remarkable  for  his  patriotism  than  for  the  lustre  of 
his  birth,  it  does  not  seem  unlikely  that  he  and  my 
hero  may  have  been  the  same.  Still  it  would  not  be 
ea$y  to  identify  the  two ;  especially  as  we  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  aforesaid  patriot,  (known 
in  history  as  one  of  the  Thirty  Tyrants,)  ever  formed 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  an  interesting  barbarian 
like  Thusnelda;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  given  to 
understand  that  the  emperor  Gallienus  was  himself 
the  first  Roman  of  distinguished  rank  who  thus  dis- 
honoured his  blood ;  he  espoused  Pipa,  the  daughter 
of  a  king  of  the  Maroomanni, — but  whether  she  had 
green  eyes  and  white  hair,  or  not,  I  am  unable  to 
decide. '^ 
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*'  Nonsense !"  exclaimed  my  friend. 

"  However,"  continued  I,  "  one  thing  at  least, 
seems  quite  clear :  namely,  that  supposing  these  two 
Pisos  to  have  been  the  same,  the  marriage  of  my 
hero  with  Thusnelda  must  have  been  unblessed  with 
children,  seeing  and  considering  that  the  individual 
wiio  died  in  the  time  of  Gallienus  was  unquestion- 
ably the  last  of  his  race.  All  historians  agree  about 
this.  They  all  expressly  state,  that  with  him  ex- 
pired the  Calpumian  house,  the  only  remaining  de- 
scendants of  the  old  Patricians  in  existence.'^ 

*'  This,  then/'  said  GeoSrey  Tomkins,  "  is  all  you 
can  tell  me  concerning  the  hero  of  your  tale?" 

*'  All,"  replied  I,  "  every  bit, — I  know  nothing 
more  about  him."  ^ 

"  It  is  a  miserable  falling  off,"  said  my  friend, 
with  an  air  of  contempt.  *'  But  at  any  rate  you 
cannot  be  in  a  state  of  equal  ignorance  touching  the 
fate  of  his  uncle  ?  —  neither,  I  hope,  can  you  be 
wholly  uninformed  respecting  that  of  the  amiable 
Laurentia  Ogulnia,  although  you  have  taken  leave 
of  her  even  more  unceremoniously  than  of  the  rest.  I 
should  like  much  to  know  how  she  endured  the 
sorrows  of  her  widowhood,  and  her  ejectment  from 
the  palace." 

^'  Alas !"  cried  I,  '^  these  are  points  which  I  fear 
o5 
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I  shall  have  no  little  difficalty  in  clearing  iq>;  for 
with  regard  to  Scribonias  MnmminSp  nothii^  more 
is  known  than  that  after  passing  the  evening  of  his 
days  in  happmess  and  prosperity,  he  at  last  committed 
suicide  in  imitation  of  the  ancieats,  thoogh  without 
having  any  particular  reason  so  to  do.  As  for  Lan- 
rentia  Ogulnia,  she  is  believed  to  have  gone  half 
mad  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband*  and 
her  consequent  descent  to  the  rank  of  a  common 
citizen,  in  the  same  capital  where  she  had  so  long 
ruled  the  roast  It  has  been  said,  also,  that  she 
endeavoured  to  repair  her  fallen  fortunes  by  adopting 
the  profession  of  a  gladiator,  and  that  she  actually 
made  her  appearance  in  the  public  lists,  armed  with  a 
pitch-fork  and  a  fisherman's  net,  in  the  character  of  a 
retiaritts.  But  this  report  wants  confirmation ;  as 
does  likewise  that  which  represents  her  as  marrying 
Basilides  for  her  sixth  husband,  and  Vibius  Puppins 
for  her  seventh.  Of  these  two  last  mentioned  indi- 
viduals, no  further  record  has  been  preserved." 

'« Well,"  said  Mr.  Tomkins, ''  I  wish  we  had  heard 
a  little  more  about  them  all ;  but  as  you  allege  yooi^ 
self  to  be  so  much  embarrassed  by  the  scantiness  of 
your  materials,  I  suppose  we  must  submit.  Relin- 
quishing my  inquiries  about  your  '  characters,* 
therefore,  I  shall  now  make  a  few  comments  on  the 
composition  of  the  work  itself." 
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So  saying,  Geoffrey  Tomkins  pat  on  a  severe  cri- 
tical coaDtenance,  the  very  sight  of  which  was  enough 
to  make  me  tremble  in  my  shoes,  and  proceeded  to 
enact  the  part  of  a  monthly  or  a  quarterly  reviewer,  in 
the  following  words : 

''The  first  thing  for  which  I  find  fault  with  you/' 
said  he,  ''  is  the  disrespectful  manner  in  which  you 
have  yentared  to  treat  the  old  Romans, — a  people 
whom  we  have  always  been  accustomed  to  look  upon 
as  little  inferior  to  a  race  of  demi-gods.  I  do  not 
know  a  more  unpardonable  offence  tiian  that  of  an 
attempt  to  ridicule  the  good,  or  to  depreciate  the 
wise.  Yet,  what  is  your  whole  book  full  of  but  such 
attempts  as  these?  Has  it  not,  evidently,  been  your 
endeavour  to  make  us  believe  that,  instead  of  a  fine, 
stately,  dignified,  imposing  set  of  fellows;  acting 
heroically,  speaking  pompously,  thinking  philoso- 
phically, and  so  forth;  the  citizens  of  the  empire 
were,  in  reality,  no  better  than  a  parcel  of  weak, 
cruel,  sordid  miscreants,  stained  with  every  vice,  de- 
graded by  every  crime ;  vain,  treacherous,  ignorant, 
and  dull ;  laughably  superstitious,  yet  blasphemous 
and  irreligious  to  an  incredible  extent  at  the  same 
time ;  insolent,  though  servile ;  luxurious,  yet  devoid 
of  taste ; — that,  in  short,  they  were  in  a  state,  morally 
and  politically,  which,  if  not  altogether  barbarous,  at 
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least  had  the  eflTect  of  aniting  the  wofst  vices  of 
savage  life  with  the  iniquitous  practices  of  a  civilized 
age,  corrupted  by  its  wealth,  and  demoralized  bj  the 
intermixture  of  foreign  habits  with  those  peculiar  to 
an  indigenous  race.  Such,  I  say,  has  been  your 
nefarious  attempt;  and  thus  have  you  striven  to 
divest  us  of  the  prejudices  so  laboriously  instilled  into 
us,  during  the  years  of  puerility,  by  the  reiterated 
strokes  of  the  pedagogue's  rod." 

Unto  this  fine,  flourishy,  mouthy  speech,  I  replied 
modestly,  that  he  had  reason  for  what  he  said. — 
''  Nevertheless,"  added  t,  ^*  it  should  be  considered 
that  I  have  only  described  things  as  they  existed 
during  'the  decline  and  fall'  of  the  empire, — not 
during  the  high  and  palmy  ages  of  the  republic. 
Moreoveri  I  will  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  if  I  have 
not  always  represented  these  old  Romans  as  such 
fine  fellows  as  many  suppose  them  to  have  been,  I 
have,  in  few  cases,  charged  them  with  crimes  for 
which  I  could  not  produce  a  parallel  in  the  hbtory  of 
their  contemporaries,  or  their  predecessors ;  neither 
have  I  ascribed /oZfies  to  them  for  which  precedents 
might  not  be  found  with  equal  facility,  in  the  writings 
of  the  satirists  or  biographers  of  their  own  times. 
Juvenal,  Persius,  Plutarch,  and  Suetonius  have  ex- 
hibited their  countrymen  in  colours,  compared  with 
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'  which,  the  darkest  pages  of  my  own  prodaction,  are 
as  white  as  snow/' 

*'  Well/'  replied  my  friend,  somewhat  mollified  by 
my  apology^ ''  well,  but  setting  aside  your  abuse  and 
ridicule  of  the  ancients,  I  have  another  objection  to 
make  to  your  work,  and  a  pretty  considerable  one  it 
is  too, — namely,  that  there  is  not  enough  contrast  of 
character  in  it,  or  a  proper  distribution  of  light  and 
shadow  through  the  difierent  parts.  Your  heroes 
and  heroines  are  all  bad  alike, — all  equally  ridicu* 
lous,  contemptible,  and  absurd.  Yon  have  no  fine 
scenes,  no  beautiful  sentiments,  no  touches  of  nature, 
no  transports,  raptures,  ecstacies,  or  suspense, — no 
anything,  in  short,  but  nonsense  and  ribaldry 
throughout." 

**  That's  pleasant,"  said  I,  in  answer  to  this  whole- 
sale condemnation  of  my  book, — ''  what !  am  I  to  be 
told  that  there  is  no  contrast  of  character, — that  my 
heroes,  and  my  heroines  too,  are  all  equally  wicked 
and  ridiculous,  when  there  is  that  sweet,  sweet, 
sweet,  amiable,  innocent,  delightful,  adorable  young 
barbarian,  with  the  green  eyes  and  flaxen  locks" — 

''  Vah  !  vah  /"  interrupted  my  friend,  making  use 
of  a  classical  exclamation,  from  which,  no  doubt,  the 
Gallic  '  bah !'  so  fashionable  at  present,  took  its  rise. 
'*  Vah !  vah !  I  shall  lose  all  patience  with  you ; 
you  are  an  incorrigible  buffoon/' 
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''Very  likely/'  answered  I,  quite  coiMcieBce- 
struck, — "I  believe  I  must  admit  the  fact; — so, 
right  or  wrong,  my  book  must  remain  as  it  is;  for, 
the  truth  must  out — I  am  oood  at  nothihg  but 

BIBALORT." 


THE   END. 


I'KIMTSD  BT  8TBWABT  AVO  CO.   15,  OL»  BAlLET. 
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is  preaeoted  to  the  youthful  mind  m  an  attractive  and  amusing  form. 

InfooUeap  8iw.  btautifuUy  Utustratad* 


Miss  Stickney's  New  Yolumb,   Ejttitled 

PRETENSION : 

jFonsing  tie  Citrtr  S^niti  of  |tr 

PICTURES    OF    PRIVATE   LIFE. 

Near  Iff  ready,  infooUeap  8po. 


The  PROGRESS  of  CREATION. 

CONSIDERED  with  REFERENCE 

To  THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  or  the  EARTH. 

By  Mary  Robbbts. 

Anthor  of  *'  The  Annals  of  my  VUlage/'  "  Coachologist^s 
Companion,*'  &c*  &c. 

Nearly  ready  in  one  wd,  foolteap  8«0«  wUh  PUaee» 
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SMITH*  ELDER  JAND   CO. 


The  LIFE  of  ADMIRAL  VISCOUNT  EXMOUTH, 

Drawn  up  from  Official  and  other  anthentic  Documents 

supplied  by  his  Family  and  Friends. 

By  Edward  Oslbr,  Esq. 

Embellished  with  a  Portrait  and  other  Plates. 

In  ont  vol*  demy  8tw.  friee  I4f.  froorrfs. 

"  A  book  full  of  interesting  anecdotes  of  a  noble  specimen  of  English 
character."— rtmct. 


ILLUSTRATIONS  TO  LORD  BYRON'S  WORKS. 

To  affpear  on  the  Fint  of  May,  in  royal  Qvo, 
The  First  Number  of  a  New  and  extended  Series  of 

THE   BYRON  GALLERY. 

To  be  accompanied,  for  the  First  Time,  with  Historical  and  Descriptive 
Letter-press. 

The  unprecedented  soocess  which  attended  the  first  publication  of 
the  '  Byron  Gallery/  in  Monthly  Numbers,  and  the  still  more  extensive 
circulation  of  these  splendid  Illustrations  in  their  present  complete  form, 
have  enabled  the  proprietors^  at  length,  to  gratify  a  very  general  and 
publicly  expressed  wish,  that  the  several  Plates  should  be  accompanied 
by  such  a  portion  of  descriptive  Letter  Press,  as  may  add  to  the  interest 
of  the  Work,  by  exciting  a  more  vivid  impression  of  the  story  of  the  Poet, 
at  the  moment  in  which  the  Painter  has  endeavoured  to  delineate  it.  The 
advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  will  be  more  especially  obvious, 
when  the  '  Byron  Gallery'  assumes  its  appropriate  place  in  the  Drawing 
room  or  the  Library,  as  a  distinct  Ornamental  Work,  now,  for  the  first 
time,  complete  in  itself. 

Sets  of  the  Plates,  without  the  Letter-press,  may  still  be  procured  for 
binding  up  with  the  various  Editions  of  Lord  Byron's  Works. 
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KBW  WORKS   PUBLISHED  BT 

▲  HKW  AKD  SPLBVDIDLT  ZIXUffT RATED  BEBIBS  OP 

THE   LIBRARY    OF    ROMANCE, 

BY  THE   MOST  DIBTIKOUISHBD  WRITBRB  OF  THE  DAY. 

On  thgjhnt  of  May  will  be  ptMUhed,  with  tplendid  lUuiintim 
engraved  on  Steei,  friee  6i. 

THE  GHOST  HUNTER  AND  HIS  FAMILY ; 

A  Tale  ftom  the  powerivl  pen  of  Bavim . 

Exhibiting  a  Pictnre  of  Irish  Manners,  sappoeed  to  be  the  moM  striking, 

as  well  as  the  most  beautiful  of  the  works  of  this  weU-knowu  master, 

and  acknowledged  to  be 

"  The  most  talented  and  extroordinary  work 

that  hat  timed  from  the  preu  for  many  yean*" 

This  WoriL  forms  the  first  volume  of  a  New  Series  of  the  Library  of 
Romance,  to  appear  in  Monthly  Vdnmes,  beautifally  illustrated  by 
Line  Engravings,  after  designs  by  the  most  eminent  Artists. 


THE    STOIC; 

OR,  MEMOIRS  of  EURYSTHENES,  the  ATHENIAN. 

By  Mas.  J.  K.  Stamfokd. 

FooUcap  Bvo;  price  4f.  cloth  extra. 

"  A  simple,  aflecting,  and  beautiful  Tale,  in  which  there  is  an  in- 
structive view  of  the  early  manners  of  Greece,  and  the  peiaecatioa  and 
sufferings  of  the  primitive  Christians.  There  is  no  eztravaganoe  of 
feeling  or  overlabouring  of  description,  no  dwelling  on  painful  minutic, 
to  harrow  up  the  soul  of  the  reader.  The  Vhole  is  chaimingly  toid,  and 
the  efiect  upon  the  mind  is  sweetly  moial  and  tenderiy  religious." 

Litermry  Gatatie, 
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BMITH^   ELBSB   AND   CO, 

AUTUMNAL   LEAVES. 

By  Mx8.  Henbistta  F.  V▲LLs^ 

Second  Editioo,  comprising  aeveral  new  Poems  of  great  beauty, 

and  an  extended  series  of  interesting  Notes. 

Nearly  ready,  in  cne  wdumepost  800. 

RANDOM    RECOLLECTIONS 

OF 

The  HOUSE  of  LORDS. 

Including  Personal  Sketches  of  the  Leading  Memben. 

By  the  Author  of 

"  Banoom  Bzcollectioms  or  the  House  of  Commons." 

Second  Edition. 

In  poU  8vo.  price  lOj.  6d.  boards, 

"  The  extraordinary  success  of  '  Random  Recollections  of  the  House 
of  Commons'  has  led  to  the  production  of  thb  Volume,  nvhich  we  aw 
happy  to  say  is  ^tten  with  equal  ability.  The  Author  gives  to  his 
Sketches  a  living  reality."— ilt^mcum. 

BY   TH£   SAME   AUTHOR, 

RANDOM    RECOLLECTIONS 

OF 

The  HOUSE  of  COMMONS. 

Third  Edition. 
Price  lOi.  6d.  hoards. 

**  A  most  extraordinary  work.  It  cannot  fail  to  create  a  sensation 
both  in  the  literaiy  and  political  world." — Scots  Times* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


WORKS  PUBLI8HSD  BT  SMITH,  BLDEB  AND  CO. 


TALES  OF  A  RAMBLER, 

COMPRISING  A  SERIES  OF  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVES ; 

With  Twelve  Illnstrations.    By  H.  C.  Sklocs. 

Pett  800.  price  iOs.  6tL 

"  We  commeDd  this  ▼olume  to  eveiy  one  who*^  can  appredate  bhef 
stories  related  with  deep  feeling  and  ezqoiaite  taste.  The  Tales  tie 
related  with  a  fine  flow  of  fancy  and  a  revoence  for  legendaiy  lore  that 
will  make  them  acceptable  wherever  the  pore  enjoyment  of  sweet  por- 
traits, chivalric  deeds,  &c.  can  be  appreciated." — Atlatm 


MY    OLD    PORTFOLIO, 

Or,  TALES  and  SKETCHES. 

By  Hbmrt  Glassford  Bell,  Esq., 

Author  of  "  Summer  and  Winter  Hours." 

Pott  8vo.  price  9s.  boards, 

"  There  are  passages  in  this  volume  of  intense  and  commanding  pas- 
sion,— ^there  are  passages  full  of  the  most  delicate  and  acute  senae  of  the 
beauties  of  nature, —and  there  are  passages  of  rich  racy  humour.  The 
author  is  a  man  of  genius  in  the  s^ct  aooeptetioQ  of  the  term." 

Tait'i  Magtame. 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  PLANTAGENETS. 

An  Historical  Narrative, 

Illustrating  some  of  the  Public  Events  and  the  Ecclesiactical  and 

Domestic  Manners  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Centuries. 

Second  Ediiwn,  demy  8v0.  I2s»  beardt, 

"  One  of  the  most  faithful  and  dekicaie  narratives  that  the  whole 
library  of  English  Romance  can  furnish.  The  plainttveness,  purity,  and 
simplicity  of  the  diction,  and  the  monastic  quietness,  the  noaflected 
tenderness,  and  repose  of  the  inci^nts,  must  render  this  Volume  a  per- 
manent favourite  with  all  readers  of  taste  and  feeling.** — Allau 
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